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ADVERTISEMENT. 


Archbishop  Secker  diredled  his  ftudies,  with 
peculiar  energy,  to  that  great  department  of  the- 
ology which  refpedls  Chriftian  virtue.  His  fkill 
in  fcriptural  criticifm,  and-  in  the  theory  of  reli- 
gion, appear  incidentally  in  the  matter  of  his 
fermons ;  but  when  he  purfued  the  detail  of 
moral  duty,  he  followed  the  bent  of  his  genius, 
and  held  the  path  in  which  he  was  fitted  to 
exceL 

Had  Dr.  Seeker  remained  through  life  in  the 
more  private  fituation  of  a  parochial  paftor,  his 
fermons  would  probably  have  been  almofl  whoU 
ly  of  the  fame  clafs  with  thofe  which  compoie 
this  firft  volume  of  the  new  edition  ;  but  when 
his  merit  brought  him  forward  into  the  higheft 
ecclefiaflicat  ifituation,  it  became  necefiary  for 
the  Archbilhop  of  Canterbury  to  attend  to  pub- 
lic cares,  and  to  etnploy  his  talents  on  thofe  fub- 
je<3:s  which  involved  the  interefts  of  the  ftate, 
and  of  a  national  church.  Of  courfe,  there  oc- 
cur in  his  works  a  feries  of  fermons,  refpefting 
the  rebellion,  by  which  the  religious  and  civil 
liberties  of  Britain  were  brought  into  hazard. 
There  are  fermons  on  dccafions  of  war  and 
peace,  and  on  particular  events  afFeding  the 
ftate  of  the  Roy^l  Family.     There  are  fermons 
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in  defence  of  forms  of  prayer,  of  the  Englifh  Li- 
turgy, and  of  certain  rites  in  the  fervice  of  that 
church.  There  are  fpecial  ledures  on  thofd  parts 
of  the  fervice  which  include  the  Creed,  the  Lord's 
Prayer,  the  Ten  Commandrtients,  and  the  Sacra- 
ments. There  are  charges  to  the  clergy,  refpedl- 
ing  the  conduct  of  their  temporalities,  as  well  aS 
of  their  fpiritual  vocation  :  And  a  feries  of  con- 
troverfial  fermons  againft  the  errors  of  the  Church 
of  Rome.  The  public  fituation  'of  the  Archbi- 
fhop  obliged  him  to  compofe  fermons  on  fpecial 
occafions,  which  were  preached  before  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  the  Lord  Mayor  of  London,  the  Gover- 
ilors  of  Hofpitals,  and  various  Public  Societies. 

In  all  the  difcourles  which  he  drew  xip  as  a 
public  man,  it  is  eafy  to  difcern  the  charadlers 
of  moderation,  good  temper,  and  that  moral 
fpirit,  which  was  the  favourite  objedl  to  his  own 
inind. 

In  forming  a  coinparlfon  of  fermons  accord-^ 
ing  to  their  different  fpecies,  it  may  be  allowed, 
that  thofe  which  arc  occafional,  or  which  bear 
an  immediate  refpeifl  to  times,  circumftances^ 
and  events,  are  foritied  upon  the  founded  views 
of  utility^  refpedling  the  audiences  to  which  they 
are  immediately  addreffed;  and  that  difcourfes  of 
this  defcription  are  capable  of  being  rendered 
highly  interefting  and  inftrudlive,  even  to  read- 
ers, in  other  times,  and  in  circumftances  mate-* 
rially  different.  This  cannot  be  doubted  by  any 
perfon  who  refledls  upon  the  characfters  of  Spe- 
ciality which  abound  in  every  part  even  of  the 
*  New 
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w^w  Teftament  record.  It  muft,  however,  be 
acknowledged,  that  it  is  a  matter  of  extreme 
difficulty  to  give  that  pcrfedlion  to  occafional 
difcourfes  which  may .  render  them  generally 
intercftirig  beyond  the  circumftances  to  which 
they  immediately  refer.  And  it  may  be  added, 
that  difcourfes  which  regard  local  cuftoms,  fuch 
as  the  rites  or  liturgy  of  a  particular  Chriftiah  fb- 
ciety,  or  the  temporalities  of  an  cccjefiaftical  bo- 
dy, cannotj  by  any  power  of  genius,  be  rendered  • 
important,  in  the  view  of  men  who  are  without 
that  circle  to  which  the  fubje(fls  are  limited. 

Rites,  forms  of  worftiip,  ecclefiaflical  arrange- 
ments, together  with  the  fubbrdinate  articles  of 
theory  in  religion,  are  fubjert  to  the  variations 
of  local  falhion.  Orthodoxy  in  thefe  things 
changes  fides,  as  we  pafs  the  Tweed,  the  Rhine, 
or  the  Alps.  Churches  may  fall ;  opinions  may 
change;  .corltroverfies  may.ceafe;  but  eternal 
virtue  remaineth,  the  unalterable  character  of 
the  true  univerfal  church  of  Jefus  Chrift  upon 
earth. 

The  works  of  Archbifhop  Seeker,  while  they 
float  on  the  ftream  of  time,  and  defcend  to  ano^ 
ther  generation,  mull  owe  their  fupport  to  thoie 
£ermons  purely  moral,  and  efTentially  Catholic, 
which  were  fuggefted  by  his  own  heart,  and 
which  were  didated  by  the  genius  of  the  man, 
rather  than  required  from  the  primate  in  liis 
ofEcial  capacity. 

Under  thefe  views,  the  new  edition  of  Dr. 
Seeker's  works  is  tendered  to  the  public,  in  a 

diiFercnt  ; 
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different  arrangement  from  that  which  was.  a- 
dopted  by  his  Chaplains  after  his  deceafe.  The 
moral  fermons^  which  appeared  to  the  editors  the 
tnoft  important  in  fubjed,  and  the  moft  perfedt 
in  execution,  have  been  feledled,  and  form  the 
fir  ft  volume.  Of  this  volume  a  larger  impreC- 
fion  has  been  prepared  than  of  the  reft ;  by 
which  means,  it  is  to  purchafers  a  matter  of  op- 
tion, either  to  have  the  feleA  moral  fermons  by 
themfelves,  in  a  fingle  volume,  or  to  have  the 
whole  works  in  four,  at  a  much  cheaper  rate 
than  they  have  ever  been  offered  to  the  public. 

The  feledlion  of  the  fermons  for  the  firft  vo- 
lume has  been  made  by  two  clergymen  of  a  na- 
tional, church;  different  from  that  of  England  j 
but  who  own,  with  impartial  refpedl,  the  merits 
of  thole  Paftpra,  who,  in  various  communions, 
have  laboured  with  fuccefs  m  the  fervice  of  the 
One  Great  Mafter  of  the  Chriftian  World; 
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LIFE  OF  ARCHBISHOP  SECKER. 


Doctor  Thomas  Secker  was  born  in  a  fmall 
\illage,  called  Sibthorp,  in  Nottinghamfhire,  in 
the  year  1693* 

His  father,  a  refpcdable  Proteftant  Diflenter, 
lived  on  a  fmall  paternal  cftate.  His  mother 
was  the  daughter  of  Mr  George  Brough,  a 
gentleman  farmer  in  the  fame  county. 

The  intention  of  his  father  was,  to  qualify 
him  for'  becoming  a  DifFenting  Clergyman,  in 
confequence  of  which,  he  was  e4ucatcd  in  the 
moft  eminent  fchools  and  academics  in  that 
county,  in  one  of  which  he  became  acquainted 
with  Samuel  Butler,  afterwards  Bifhop  of  Dur- 
ham, and  contradled  a  ftridl  friendfhip  with  him, 
^high  continued  tp  the  end  of  life* 

But 


\ 


Till  LIFE  OF  ARCHBISHOP  SECKER. 

But  though  he  had  made  an  uncommon  pror? 
ficiency  in  all  the  branches  of  Hterature,  proper 
for  his  intended  profeflion,  yet,  from  a  change 
of  fentiment,  not  uncommon  in  that  period  of 
I  life,  in  the  end  of  the  1716,  he  turned  his  views 
♦  to  the  ftudy  of  medicine.  I^or  this  purpofe  he 
went  to  London,  , and  attended  the  le(flures  of  all 
the  eminent  teachers  in  the  medical  line  there. 
To  compleat  his  medical  ftudies,  in  the  1 7 1 9,  he 
went  to  Paris^  where  he  attended  the  ledlures  of 
the  moft  eminent  profeflbrs  of  the  art  in  that 
city.  Here  he  firft  became  acquainted  with  Mr. 
Martin  Benfon,  afterwards  Bilhop  of  Gloucefter. 

His  friend,  Mr.  Samuel  Butler,  had  now 
taken  orders,  and,  by  his  uncommon  m,^rit,  ac- 
quired fome  valuabk  friendss,  among  others,  Mr. 
Talbot,  fon  of  Bifhop  Talbot,  through  which  in- 
tereft,  he  obtained  from  the  Bifhop  a  promife 
of  patronage  to  Mr.  Seeker,  in  cafe  he  would 
take  orders  in  the  Church  of  England.  This 
profpecfl  he  communicated  to  Mr.  Seeker  while 
he  was  at  Paris,  who,  after  fome  time  taken  in 
confideration,  came  oyer  to  England  in  the  17  20. 

Being  introduced  to  Mr.  Talbot,  by  his  friend, 
he  cultivated  hi^  acquaintance  with  attention, 
till  Mr.  Talbot's  death,  which  happened  foon  af- 
'  ten  Mn  Talbot  left  a  widow  and  child,  with 
whom  lived  Mrs.  Catherine  Benfon,  the  Bifhop's 
fifter,  as  a  friend  and  companion. 

To  enable  Mr.  Seeker,  with  the  greater  eafe,  to 
get  a  degree  at  Oxford,  by  tlie  advice  of  his 
friends,  he  went,  in  the  172 1,  to  Ley  den,  where. 
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he  took  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine,  and 
publifhedhis^Thelis,  which  is  deemed  a  learned 
performance,  De  Medictfia  Statica. 

Returning  to  England,  he  entered  hlmfelf 
a  Gentleman  Commoner  of  Exeter  College,  Ox-  . 
ford,  and  about  a  twelvemonth  after,  took  tils' 
degree  of  Batchelor  of  Arts  in  that  Univerlity. 

In  the  1721,  Bifhop  Talbot  being  appointed 
to  the  lucrative  and  magnificent  fee  of  Durham, 
ordained  Mr.  Seeker  a  deacon,  and  not  long  af- 
ter, a  prieft  in  St.  James's  church. 

MiNDFttL  of  |he  recommendation  of  his  de- 
ceafed  fbn,  and  fenfible  of  the  great  merit  of 
Mr.  Seeker,  the  Bifhop  of  Durham  beftowed  on 
him  the  valuable  rectory  of  Houghton  le  Spring. 

Being  now  fettled  in  the  world  to  his  wilh, 
Mr.  Seeker  made  his  addrefTes  to  Mrs  ,  Katha- 
rine Benfon;  and,  in  Odober  1725,  was  mar- 
ried to  her,  by  her  brother,  afterwards  Bilhop 
Benfon.  Mrs.  Talbot  and  her  daughter  came 
immediately  to  Mr.  Seeker's  houfe,  and,  without 
the  fmallefl  diminution  of  mutual  friendihip, 
lived  in  his  faniily  till  the  day  of  his  death; 

In  this  retreat,  Mr.  Seeker  entered,  with  un- 
common Zealand  fervour,  into  the  duties  of  hie 
facred  office ;  made  great  exertions  to  enlighten 
the  minds  of  the  ignorant ;  applied  his  medical 
fldll  to  the  relief  of  the  poor  ;  and,  from  tlic^  re- 
tired fituation  of  his  reclory,  found  time  for 
the  cultivation  of  literature,  in  which  he  much 
delighted.     So  pleafant  was  the  recoUeclion  of 

b  '  his 
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his  labours  here,  that  Mr.  Seeker  has  often  been 
heard  to  fay,  that  at  Houghton  le  Spring,  he  fpent 
fome  of  the  happieft  hours  of  his  Hfe, 

But  Mrs.  Seeker's  health  began  to  decline, 
owing,  as  it  was  thought,  to  the  damp  fituation 
of  the  place.  Compaffion  and  duty,  therefore, 
called  upon  him  to  leave  his  redlory,  however 
much  he- was  delighted  with  it. 

But  as  Mr.  Seeker,  in  all  the  fteps  of  his  pre- 
ferment, never  folicited  himfelf,  and  often  was 
ignorant  of  the  qaufe  of  his  elevation,  till  it  hap- 
pened, his  friend,  Mr.  Benfon,  folicited  and 
obtained  for  him  a  prebend  of  Durham,  and  the 
recSlory  of  Ryton,  to  which  he  was  inflituted  in 
the  1727.  ' 

At  the  folicitation  and  recommendation  of 
Dr.  Sherlock,  Mr.  Seeker  was  honoured  with  the 
appointment  of  chaplain  to  the  King,  in  the  1 732, 
by  the  Duke  of  Grafton,  the  Lord  Chamberlain. 
We  now  find  Mr.  Seeker  exhibited  to  public 
view,  having,  from  his  characfter  and  ftation^ 
accefs  to  the  great  and  to  the  learned.  His  me- 
rit as  a  preacher,  and  his  character  as  a  man  of 
worth  and  genius,  \vould  not  allow  him  to  re- 
main unnoticed  :  Accordingly,  his  elevation  was 
progrefiive  and  certain. 

iNthe  1733^  he  was  appointed  redlor  of  St* 

James's,  and  that  fame  year,  not  being  of  fuffi- 

'cient  {landing  to   take  the  degree  of  Doclor  ia 

Divinity,  he  took  that  of  Laws,  in  the  Univerfity 

of  Oxford  i  on  Vv  hich  occafion  he  preached  his 

acl 
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aft  fermon,  on  the  Advantages  and  Duties  of  an 
Academical  Education,  publifhed  in  his  volume 
of  occafional  fermons. 

This  fingle  fermon  was  eonfidered  of  fuch 
merit,  as  to  be  given  as  the  caufe  of  his  promo- 
tion to  the  fee  of  Briftol,  in  December  1734. 

In  his  diocefe  of  Briftol,  and  parifli  of  St. 
James's,  he  exerted  himfelf  in  the  execution  of 
his  high  office,  with  uncommon  diligence  and 
fuccefs.  At  that  time  he  drew  up  that  admi- 
rable courfe  of  ledlures  on  the  Church  Cate- 
chifm,  for  the  infkiiAion  and  information  of  his 
flock,  which  was  afterwards  publiflied  in  two 
volumes. 

In  Spring.  1748,' Mrs.  Seeker  died  of  the  gout 
in  her  flioniach.  •  She  had  been  married  to  the 
Bifliop  more  than  twenty  years,  during  moft  of 
which  period,  Ihe  had  been  in  a  very  tender  and 
delicate  ftate,  and  had  met  with  all  the  compaf- 
fion  and  attention  to  be  expelled  from  a  huf-  . 
band  fb  benevolent  arid  humane. 

By  the  intereft  of  Lord  Chancellor  Hard wicke, 
Bifhop  Seeker  Was,  in  1 750,  appointed  dean  of 
St.  Paul's,^  and  then  refigned  the  reclory  of  St. 
James's  and  prebend  of  Durham. 

In  every  elevated  ftation  to  which  Bilhop 
Seeker  was  raifed,  he  difcriminated  his  proper 
duty  with  precifion,  and  executed  it  with  zeal 
and  ability.  At  this  period  he  compofed,  and 
delivered  fbme  of  his  admirable  charges  to  the 
clergy,  afterwards  publifhed  in  one  volume. 

b?  Though 
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Though,  from  fome  mifconception  of  hi^ 
political  condudl,  he  was  not  always  a  favourite 
at  court,  yet  His  Majefty,  in  the  Duke  of  New- 
caftle's  adminiftration,  was  pleafed  to  raife  him 
to  the  fee  of  Canterbury,  in  the  1758. 

Archbishop  Secker,  riot  by  intereft,  but  by 
perfonal  merit,  now  raifed  to. the  higheft  degree 
qf  ecclefiaftical  dignity,  metropolitan  of  all  Eng^? 
land,  is  it  not  reafonable  to  predict,  that  he 
would  fupport  that  elevated  ftation,  with  digpi- 
ty  and  propriety  f  >    \     -,     •  '  ;•    . 

Here  the  moft  fangui^e  Jgxpe(3;atipl:|^s  y^^Fcjj 
perfe<5lly  anfwered.       -     ..   -      .    „        ;.     .        ,  -^ 

He  was  induflTious  and  indefatigable  in  th^ 
execution  of  his  high  trultj  eqjiaUy  r^a,dy  with 
heart  and  hand,  in  the  fupport  of  the  <:aufe  pf 
religion,  virtup,  and  literatme.       *        r  : 

Though  the  duties  of  his  public  ftation  might 
be  fupppfed  to  confume  moft  of .  hia.tijne,  yety 
by  a  proper  diftribution  of  it,,  he  fo^pd  kifwQ 
to  Goinpofe  many  valuable  work^^  befides  th^ 
eleven  volumes  publiftied  after  hh  d&atl^  He 
left  behind  him,  a  variety  of  aianufcripts,  on 
biblical  literature,  and'Cmilar  ftibje(5]ts>  which 
were  depofited  in  the  library  at  Lambeth.      .      : 

His  Grace  had-beerl  many  ye^rs  afHi<5led  with 
the  gout,  which,  in  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  re-< 
tinned  with  greater  violence.  This,  with  a  ftill 
more  acute  pain,  he  bore  wUh  .uncQtnmoa  pa- 
ilevicc.  He  died  inAijguft  1768,  in  the  75th 
year  of  his  age,  frcm  a  caries  in  the  thigh^bane, 

which 
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whicli  had  been  the  caufe  of  thofe  acute  pains, 
which  had  £o  long  afflidled  him. 

To  Mrs.  Talbot  and  her  daughter,  he  left  by 
his  will,  the  intereft  of  thirteen  thoufand  pounds ; 
and  after  their  deaths,  this  fum  was  to  be  given 
to  charitable  purpofes,  which  he  pointed  out. 

The  refidue  of  his  fortune,  after  the  payment 
of  fbme  legacies  to  his  fervants  and  others,  he 
Jeft  to  his  relations. 
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SERMON     I. 


Ok  Uuuihiri'. 


Romans  xii.  3. 

tor  Iftt^yy  through  th^  grace  given  unto  me^to  every  v:ntTthiit  is 
among  jfoUy  not  to  think  of  hbnfelf  more  highly  than  he  ought 
to  think  :  hut  to  think  Jhherly^  according  as  God  hath  dealt 
ta  every  man  the  meafure  of  faith. 

'X'HE  SE  words  exprcfs  the  duty  of  humiHtj  f )  accurately, 
and  carry  in  the  very  manner  of  ftating  h  fo  full  f>nd 
clear  an  evidence  of  its  obligation,  that  one  would  hope  no  man 
could  read  or  hear  them,  without  being  convinced,  that  lie^ 
ought  to  do  what  they  enjoin. 

There  are  dircftions  of  fcripture,  concerning  this  matter, 
v/nich  feme  pretend  to  be  impra49:icable,  and  unfit  to  be  prac- 
tifed:  As  where  St.  Tr/i?/ himfelf  exhorts,  In  h^vlinefs  of  mivsJ, 
let  each  ejleetn  other  better  than  themf elves  *;  and  St.Peter^  All  of 
you  he fuhjeEl  one  to  another \^  In  relation  to  fuch  pafTges,  it 
hath  been  pleaded,  tliat,  were  every  one  to  think  thus,  mr.nj- 
muft  til  ink  falfely ;  which  we  ought  not  to  do  if  we  could,  and 
for  the  nioft  part,  in  this  cafe,  cannot  dp  if  we  would,  but  only 
pretend  to  it  hypocritically:  that  men  would  be  inwardly 
prouder  and  outwardly  more  troublefome,  with  tiiis  ailecled. 
humility,  than  without  it t:  that  the  mockery  of  a  mutual 
fubmiffion  in  every  thing  mufl  fill  human  life  with  perpetual 
embarraflinents ;  and  whilft  every  one  infilled  upon  obeying, 
no  one  would  b^  left  to  rule  or  preferve  order  §. 

Vol.  I.  A  New 

•  Phil.   ii.  3.  .  t  I  Pet    v.  5- 

\   O  yag  v:f9  eiTv^ia*    rupof    Tvpr/ttvo;^  irsiila^  ^nXtvulaUi*      M.  Antonin* 
i  xiL  §  27. 

*  'Tt«  «Ti/T/jtf,  vel  fjri  ffrvfioc*     Gat. 
§  C^y)// affirmed  unreafonably,  that  Chriflians  bad  learned  their  notions, 
•f  humility  from  Pkto  mU'underitood.    Orr^,  ^s^irf,  Cc'lfus^  y\.  i  j. 
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Now  the  abfurditj  of  fach  behaviour  indeed  is  very  glaring. 
But  for  that  reafon  the  apoilles  are  not  to  be  underftood,  as 
they  need  not,  in  a  fenfe  that  gives  encouragement  to  it.  Prac- 
tical writers  on  religious  and  moral  fubjeds,'  confidering  how 
hardly  the  generality  are  brought  to  entertain  fufficiently  ftrift 
notions  of  their  duty^  purpofely  exprefs  it  fometimes  in  words, 
which,  taken  literally,  would  be  too  ftridl.  For  abatements 
more  than  enough  will  not  fail  to  be  made  :  efpecially  in  fuch 
favourite  points,  as  that  of  the  good  opinion  which  we  have 
of  ourfelves.  But  in  thefe  two  apoftolital  injundlions,  only  a 
very  moderate  abatement  is  wanting.  We  are  to  efteem  others 
better,  or  fuperior  to  us,  not  in  things  where  we  know  they 
are  not,  but  in  things  where  we  may  juftly  fuppofe  they  are. 
And  perhaps  there  is  no  perfon,  or  however,  no  pious  and  good 
perfon,  and  to  fuch  the  apoftles  wrote,  but  hath  the  advantage 
of  us  in  fome  particulars  ;  or  at  leall,  from  our  fuller  acquain- 
tance with  our  own  defefts,  may,  on  jft-obable  grounds,  be  ap- 
prehended by  us  to  have  it.  Or  if  not,  yet  ejieeming  themi 
fuch,  may,  according  to  a  frequent  ufe  of  the  original  word 
fo  rendered  *,  mean  only  treating  them  as  fuch.  And  though' 
we  muft  not  do  this,  by  making  hollow  and  deceitful  profef- 
fions  of  inferiority ;  yet  we  may  do  it,  by  concesling  and  wa- 
ving our  claims  to  fuperiority  :  not  being  fuhjefl  one  to  the 
other  on  all  occafions  indeed,  but  on  all  proper  ones,  which  are 
more  than  a  few.  It  cannot  be,  that  either  of  the  apoftles 
Ihould  intend  to  carry  the  duty  further  ;  becaufe  both  of  theni 
a£led  in  ftations  of  authority  themfelves,  and  prefcribed  rules 
to  others  how  to  a6t  in  them.  But  it  is  peculiarly  impoftible 
that  St.  Taul  fliould  run  into  fuch  an  extreme :  for  he  hath  dif- ' 
tinguiflied  very  exa6lly  the  obligations  proceeding  from  the 
different  ranks  and  improvements  of  men,  whicli  implies,  that 
they  muft  be  confcious  of  them.  And  if  he  had  given  no  o- 
ther  proof  of  his  under ftanding  the  iiatiire  of  humility  aright, 
the  text  alone  affords  a  ftrong  demonftration  of  it. 

For  what  doth  he  there  fay,  through  the  grace  given  unto 
hifUy  in  virtue  of  the  dignity  gracioufly  conferred  upon  him,  to 
ivery  one  amongji  us,  for  our  dlredlion  in  this  behalf?  Only, 
7iot  to  think  of  ourfelves  more  highly  than  v:e  ought  to  think  ; 
lut  to  think  foberly^  according  as  God  hath  -dealt  to  '^l^jf  nian 

-'^:the 

•  See  Job  xiii.  24.  x'ik.  ii.  xxxUi.  10  xli  27,  29.  Phil.  iii.  7|  8.  S^e 
ftlfo  a  letter  in  the  Ncuvtlle  Biiiiothf^uey  Sep.  1742.  w  *"' 
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the  meafure  of  faith :  that  is,  according  to  the  real  degree  of 
pietj  and  virtue,  which,  through  God's  mercy,  our  faith  to 
Chriil  hath  produced  ;  or  rather,  taking  the  word,  faiths  in 
a  lefs  common,  but  more  fuitable  meaning,  according  to  the 
real  value  of  the  feveral  talents,  which  God  hath  intrufted  to 
our  faithful  management. 

This  we  muft  allow  fo  be  a  moil  equitable  way  of  ilating  the 
duty  in  general.  And  therefore  it  may  be  hoped  we  ihall  pro- 
ceed,'with  willing  minds,  to  examine  more  particularly, 

Fir/lj  What  manner  of  thinking  concen\ing  ourfel?es  ;  and, 

Secondly  J  What  manner  of  afting  towards  others,  our  obliga- 
tion to  humility,  thus  explained,  requires.  The  former  of 
thefe  I  fhall  confider  now :  the  latter,  God  willing,  hereafter. 
At  prefent  then  let  us  inquire,  how  we  ought  to  think  of  our- 
felves.     And, 

I.  We  ought  plainly  not  to  think>   that  we  are  poflefled  of 
any  other  good  qualities  or  advantages,   or  any  greater  emi- 
nence in  them,  than  in  truth  we  are  :  which  yet  is  a  point 
that  we   frequently  mifapprehend.     Self-love,  an  affeftion  in- 
feparable  from  us,  tempts  us  to  be  wonderfully  eafy  of   belief 
in  our  own  favour*;  and  extremely  flow  to  decern,  and  induf- 
trious  to  difguife,  even  to  our  own  view,  whatever  tends  to  lef- 
fen  us.     Then,  as  for  the  information  which  we  might  re- 
ceive from  others,  whoever  hints  the  leaft  thing,  which  is  not 
for  our  honour,   we  fufpedt  immediately  muft  do  it,  if  not 
from   ill  defign,  yet  at  beft  from  want  of  judgement :  and,  if 
we  can  but  find  a  fliadow  of  probability  for  either  fufpicion, 
we  foon  conclude,  that  only  malice  or  ignorance  can  find  fault 
with   us.     To  confirm  which  perfuafion,   we  fee  perhaps  the 
generality  of  our  acquaintance  treat  us  with  marks  of  confider- 
able   regard :  and  this   we  interpret  as  a  moft  undeniable  to- 
ken that  we  deferve  it  all ;  though   perhaps  it  arifes  merely 
from  their  civility,  and  defire  of  living  well  with  us.     Or  it 
may  be  our  cafe,  is  yet  worfe  :  and  we  are  mifled  by  perfons, 
who  from  bad  motives  make  it  their  bufinefs  to  fill  us  with  ex- 
travagant  notions  of  our  own  accomplifhments  and  pre-emi- 
nences.     The   rich    and  great    indeed   fuffer   moft  by   thefe 
wretches  :   and  therefore  fhould  above  all  be  on  thejr  guard  a- 
gainft  them.     But  perfons  of  every  degree,   down  to  the  very 
loweft,   have  their  flatterers.     And  even  the  grofTeft  flattery  is 
commonly  believed :  but  if  it  be  condufted  with  any  art,  it 

A  %  fcldom  " 


4  On  Humilitjn  Ser*  tl 

feldom  fails.  And  in  fa£J:,  from  one  or  other  of  thefe  caufes^ 
into  what  aftoniihing  errors,  about  their  own  (qualifications,  do 
we  fee  people  fall !  '. 

The  inftances  are  numberlefs,  were  no  others  to  be  mention- 
ed, of  perfons  deluding  themfelves  in  the  moft  important  of  all 
points,,  the  Hate  of  their  fouls :  miftaking  uncharitable  zeal,  or 
lifelefs  formality,  or  enthufiaftic  tranfports,  for  true  religion ; 
or  bad-tempered  rigidnefs,  or  prudential  regularity,  or  confti- 
tutional  good-nature,  for  true  virtue  :  faying  inwardly,  as  the 
revelation  of  St.  yohn  expreffes  it,  /  am  rich,  and  increafed  with 
goods,  and  have  need  of  nothing  ;  and  not  knowingy  that  they 
are  wretched^  and^  poor,  and  blind,  and  naked  *.  But  in  fuch 
matters  alfo,  as  others  are  apt  to  value  themfelves  upon,  ho v/ 
eftablifhed  an  obfervation  is  it,  that,  from  things  of  the  great- 
eft  importance  down  to  the  verieft  trifles,  almoft  all  the  world 
are  continually  judging  wrong  of  their  own  title  to  eftetm  ; 
and  vain  of  imagined  excellencies,  where  at  moft  they  do  but 
equal  thofe  about  them,  or  perhaps  are  peculiarly  deficient. 
\ye  can  eafily  remark  this  in  our  neighbours  :  but  we  ftrange- 
ly  overlook  it  in  ourfelves  ;  and  forget,  that  their  failings  are 
only  thofe  of  human  nature  ;  to  which,-  with  the  fame  nature, 
■we  are  juft  as  liable,  and  it  may  be,  full  as  guilty  of  them. 

Some  few  indeed,  through  excefe^  of  modefty,  or  weaknefe 
of  fpirits,  or  ftrength  of  temptation,  fall  into  the  oppofite  ex- 
treme, of  diffidence,  or  even  defpondency .  And  thefe, .  were: 
they  to  think  foherly  and  juftl;^  would  think  better  of  them- 
felves ;  to  which  they  ought  to  be  excited  with  the  moft  com- 
panionate eameftnefs.  But  the'  general  caution,  to  the  reft  of 
us,  muft  ever  be,  not  to  think  too  well :  to  make  fure  of  aba- 
ting fufficiently  from  what  they  who  pay  court  to  us  would 
fuggeft  ;  and  attend  to  the  lefs  favourable  judgments  concern^ 
ing  us,  that  others  pafs :  not  to  bear  them  the  leaft  ill-will  on 
that  account ;  but  folely  to  learn  that  knowledge  of  ourfelves, 
which  we  are  happy,  if  we  learn  any  way.  The  beft  of  out- 
tsrard  monitors  indeed  is  a  faithful  and  prudent  friend  ;  if  we 
have  fuch  a  one,  and  will  permit  him  to  aft  as  fuch.  But  the 
main  article  is,  that  each  take  care  to  be  his  own  friend  ;  by 
Audying  his  own  qualifications  impartially,  and  as  one  bound 
in  confcience  to  be  an  upright  judge.    For  if  a  man  think  him- 

•  •Rev.  Hi.  17, 
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fdf  to  he  fomethingy  when  be  is  nothinjy  he  deceivetb  himfclfn 
But  let  every  man  prove  bis  own  work  *. 

2.  Having  examined  what  our  qualifications  are,  the  next 
point  is  to  fettle  the,  true  value  of  them.  For  one  perfon  is 
proud  of  what  another  defpifes :  and  tlierefbre  we  have  done 
nothiiig,  till  we  have  fixed  what  things  dei'erve  efteem,  and  in 
what  degree. 

Now,  indifputably  the  ftrongeft  claim  is  that  of  a  pious  and 
benevolent  and  reafonable  difpofition,  expreffed  in  a  fuitablc 
behaviour.  This,  however  disregarded  by  a  thoughtlefo  world, 
is  the  one  tbing  needful  \\  the  ground- work  of  private  and 
public,  of  prefent  and  future  happinefs.  llie  human  heart, 
notwithftanding'its  degeneracy,  loves  and  reverences  it,  even 
though  iinwillingly,  wherever  feen  :  fnperior  orders  of  beings 
look  down  upon  it  with  complacency,  and  God  himfclf  approves 
it,  as  his  own  refemblapce.  To  this  character  then  let  every 
one  afpire,  who  fecks  true  honour,  and  place  nothing  in  com- 
petition with  it.  72rtfj,  faith  the  Lord,  Let  not  the  mife  man 
glory  in  bis  wifdom  ;  neither  let  the  mighty  man  glory  in  his 
might  ;  let  not  the  rich  man  glory  in  bis  riches.  But  let  him 
that  glorietb^  glory  in  this  ;  that  he  underflandeth  and  knoweth 
me  ;  that  I  am  the  Lord,  which  exercife  loving- kindnefs,  judg^ 
f/tent  and  rigbteoufnefs  in  the  earth  :  for  in  thefe  things  I  de^ 
iighty  faith  the  LordX^ 

But  then  we  may  value  ourfelves,  even  on  this  acknowledg- 
ed exceBertjpy,  much  too  highly.  For  indeed  a  temper  and 
conduA  of  unmixed  obedience,  would  be  no  more  than  plaia 
reafonand  common  fenfe  divlat^s.  And  therefore  our  Savi- 
our's precept  is  abfolutely  right :  When  ye  fhall  haiie  done  all 
thofe  things  which  are  commanded  you  ^  fay,  We  are  unproftahh 
Jervants,  that  is,  we  have  merited  liothing :  we  have  done  that 
tohicb  '*ufas  our  duty  to  do  §.  Right  behaviour  is  ti/^^  what 
ought  to  be  expelled :  wrong  behaviour  is  the  thing  to  be 
wondered  at.  Arid  therefore  when  any  one  admires  and  is 
aftooilhed  at  his  own  goodnefs,  in  all  likelihood  he  is  but  late- 
ly and  imperfeflly  become  good;  and  holds  himfelf  in  fuch  ac- 
count for  what  he  doth,  either  becaufe  he  doth  it  with  diillcul- 
ty,  or  becaufe  he  underftands  but  in  part  what  he  ought  to  do. 
For  they  who  afl:  from  confirmed  hsibits,  aft  with  eafe ;  and 

imagine, 
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imagine,  that  others  would  of  courfe  do  as  well  and  better, 
being  very  fenfible  of  their  own  failings.  Or  however  per- 
fect the  felf-applauder  may  be  in  the  ejes  of  men,  his  heart  is 
not  right,  but  far  from  it,  in  the  Jight  of  God*  :  nor  will  he 
have  taken  one  fingle  efFedual  flep  towards  the  kingdom  of 
heaven,  till  he  is  filled  with  a  deep  fenfe  of  his  own  finfulnefs, 
and  unwortliinefs  to  be  accepted,  other  wife  than  through  him, 
who  0/ God  is  made  unto  us  wifdom,  and  righteoufnefs^  and 
fanBification,  and  redemption  ;  that,  according  as  it  is  written^ 
He  that  glorieth,  let  him  glory  in  the  Lord  f . 

If  then  we  may  think  too  favourably  of  ourfelves,  even  for 
Our  piety  and  virtue  ;  how  much  more  for  other  qualities^ 
which  are  good  or  bad  only  as  they  are  employed ! 

Some  infill  greatly  on  their  high  birth,  or  diflinguiihed  rank. 
And  unqueflionably  honour  is  due  to  all  fuperiors  ;  and  efpe- 
cially  to  thofe,  whofe  ariceftors  alfo  have  been  of  remarkable 
note  and  worth  ;  which  their  defcendents  may  be  fuccefsfully 
excited  to  imitate^  by  feeing  it  thus  refpefted.  The  education 
of  fuch  too  fliould  be  of  the  beft  kind.  And  therefore  we  rea- 
dily prefume  on  thefe  accounts,  that  their  difpofitions  likewife 
are  noble  and  generous,  like  the  blood  which  runs  in  their 
veins,  and  the  company  which  they  are  qualified  to  keep.  But 
ftill  this  is  only  prefumption.  When  it  proves  true  in  fa£t, 
they  are  the  fupports  and  the  bleffings  of  fociety.  But  when 
the  contrary  hiappens,  though,  whatever  fubmiffion  their  fta- 
tion  requires,  or  prudent  cuftom  hath  allotted  to  them,  fliould 
be  carefully  paid  5  yet  they  ought  to  be  very  fenfible  of  the 
eflential  diilindion  l^etween  external  deference  and  inward  ve- 
neration ;  and  properly  reminded,  if  there  be  need,  how  much 
more  honourable  it  is  to  be  a  wife  and  good  perfon  ones  felf, 
'  than  to  be  fprung  from  ever  fo  many  ;  and  to  be  ufeful  in  the 
loweft  condition  of  life,  than  mifchievous  or  infignifican^  in  the 
higheft. 

Others  claini  to  be  valued  on  their  fuperior  wealth.  And  ' 
in  cafe  it  was  acquired  by  laudable  methods,  and  is  applied  to 
beneficial  purpofes,  their  claim  in  its  degree  is  juft.  But  if 
they  have  gained  it  by  fraud  or  extortion  or/ervility;  if  they 
abufe  it  to  the  fervice  of  luxury  or  vanity  or  oppreflion ;  or 
withhold  it  from  thofe  to  whom  reafon  and  religion  direfl:  them 
to  impart  of  it  j  the  pooreft  wretch  on  earth,  with  an  humble 
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and  contented  and  honeft  heart,  is  unfpeakably  worthier  of  ef- 
teem  than  thej. 

Another  foundation  of  felf-complacencj  with  fome  is  theii^ 
dexterity  in  bufinefs,  and  carrying  on  the  deligns  which  they 
form.  But  of  what  fort  are  their  defigns  ?  what  ways  d(^ 
they  take  to  attain  them  ?  are  their  accquaintance  and  neigh- 
bours, tlieir  country  and  mankind,  the  better  or  the  worfe  for^ 
their  abilities  ?  If  the  wife  in  their  generation  *  cannot  return 
good  anfwers  to  fuch  queftions  as  thefe,  they  mull  not  expe£l 
very  fincere  congratulations  from  others  on  this  notablenefs  of 
theirs ;  and  fooner  or  later  they  will  find  but  little  comfort  ia^ 
it  themfelves, 

A  more  innocent  claim  to  reputation,  for  the  moft  part,  is 
that  of  fuperior  knowledge  and  learning.  Y-^X.  fcience^  falfely 
fo  called\^  may  be  pernicious  beyond  any  thing :  efpecially  that 
horible  fort  which  diffolves  the  tics  of  religion  and  morals, 
and  fupplants  the  hopes  of  eternal  happinefs.  Yet  there  are 
perfons  who  can  be  vain  of  it.  But  even  true  knowledge  de- 
ferves  our  praife  cUiefly  in  proportion  to  its  ufefulnefs :  and  the 
moil  ufeful  of  all,  being  that  which  is  the  mod  common,  af- 
fords but  fmall  ground  for  over-weening  felf-opinion.  Befides, 
the  more  we  really  know,  the  more  confcious  we  fliall  be  how 
imperfeftly  we  comprehend  things,  and  how  much  there  is 
left  behind,  of  which  we  are  ignorant.  When  therefore  St. 
faul  faith,  that  knowledge  pvffeth  upy  he  means  imaginary  and 
mifapplied  khowledge.  F6r  he  adds,  that  if  any  man  think-- 
etb  that  he  knoweth  any  things  that  is  completely,  he  knoxveth 
nothing  yet y  as  he  ought  to  knowX'  And  fuch  conceited  fan- 
cies, making  men  negligent  and  raih,  and  prompting  them  to 
defpife  the  judgments  and  reafons  of  others,  lead  them  into  per- 
petual errors. 

As  for  the  other  temptations  to  pride,  which  prevail  with 
the  gay  and  though tlefs,  it  would  fcarce  be  proper  to  fay  more 
about  them  from  hence,  than  to  beg  they  would  refle^l,  how 
fliort-lived  and  precarious,  how  trifling  and  ridiculous,  the 
things  often  are,  on  which  they,  in  good  estmell,  plume  them- 
feives :  how^  few  have  ever  been  laftingly  the  happier  for  them, 
even  in  this  world,  beyond  which  they  cannot  extend ;  how 
many  have  been  betrayed  to  eternal  as  well  as  temporal  T^in, 
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by  injudicious  fondnefs  of  excelling  in  them.  So  important 
is  it  to  proportion  our  affections  duly :  for  want  of  which,  muU 
tiudes  are  proud  of  their  vices,  and  glory  in  their  Jhame  *. 

3.  After  this  we  muft  proceed  to  examine,  what  deduftiona 
are  to  be  made  from  the  value  of  our  accomplifliments  and 
advantages,  on  account  of  our  deficiencies  and  difadvantages* 
For  till  we  have  balanced  the  one  againft  the  other, .  we  can  no 
more  judge  of  our  own  merit,  than  we  can  of  our  wealth,  by 
cafting  up  the  fums,  which  are  in  our  pofleflion,  or  due  to  us, 
without  ftating  what  we  owe.  One  immoral,  mejan  or  difa^ 
greeable  quality  may  ,obfcure  the  luftrc  of  many  virtues  aqid 
ornaments.  Nay,  f(^me  faults  may  give  fo  unhappy  a  turn 
tp  difpofitions  very  laudable  in  themfelves,  as  to  make  them 
Ao  harm  inftead  of  good:  ati|^  much  more  then  may  thofc 
which  are  of  a  nature  indifferent,  or  valuable  only  in  a 
lower  degree,  "^be  fo  perverted.  Unlefs  therefore  we  fearch 
into  this  matter,  we  fliall  in  effe£l  know  nothing  of  ourfelves. 
And  as  it  is  yet  more  mortifying  to  acknowledge  things 
v/hich  make  againft  us,  than  to  quit  our  pretenfions  to  thofe 
which  make  for  us;  without  the  utmofl:  care,  we  fball  certainly 
decide  partially  in  our  own  favour  on  the  preferit  h^ad.    But, 

4.  S.upppfing  that  danger  avoided,  a  further  direclion,  equal- 
ly needful,  i$,  to  be  cautjous  in  comparing  ourfelves  with  o* 
thers.  Thia  we  are  commonly  in  fo  much  hafte  to  do,  that  it 
plainlj'-  fliews,  which  of  the  fcales  we  defign  beforehand  fliall 
preponderate.  Now  judging  too  harftily  of  others^  both  in- 
jures them,  and  may  greatly  miflead  us ;  judging  at  all  of  them 
is  but  feldom  needful :  and  ufually  judging  right  is  very  difficult. 
Their  circumftancps  and  charafters  are  often  unknown,  often 
purpofely  mifjreprefented.  Modeft  fecret  merit  is  frequently 
the  greateft :  and  qualifications,  not  fo  fliining  as  ours,  may  be 
more  beneficial.  They,  who  have  conCderable  defeds,  which 
we  have  not,  may  be  free  from  as  confiderable  ones,  which  we 
have ;  or  be  indued  with  virtues,  which  may  amply  compen- 
fate  for  them.  If  we  refolve  to  compare,  we  ought  to  make 
allowance  for  every  thing trf't^f is  kind:  and  provided  we  make 
it  duly,  we  may  begin  our  cotnparifons  as  foon  as  we  pleafe ; 
but  fhall  perhaps  have  more  comfort  in  letting  them  alone. 
For  if  we  begin,  we  mufl  not  think  to  flop  at  thpfe  inftances, 
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where  we  prcvioufly  know  the  refult  will  b»  fuch  as  we  like, 
Mofl  perfons  may  find  fome,  or  many  beneath  them,  in  birth, 
fortune,  influence,  agreeablenefs,  undcrftanding,  temper,  morrJs, 
But  it  would  be  generally  full  as  eafy,  if  it  were  but  near  fo 
pleafing,  to  naeet  with  many  more,  greatly  above  them  in  tliefe 
refpefts,  without  fecking  extremely  far  for  it.  Now,  if  we 
make  the  comparifon  only  with  fuch  as  we  dcfpile'j  it  is  a  poor 
pre-eminence  to  be  frfpsrior  to  the  dcfpicable.  If  only  with 
fuch,  as  are  jull  about  us ;  we  lie  open  to  St.  Paui's  reproof, 
of  thofe,  who  meafuring  themfehes  by  themfehes,  and  conOa7'i7ig 
ihemfelves  amongjl  themf.'lvesy  are  not  wifi  *.  And  if  we  extend 
our  inquiry  to  a  greater  diftance ;  v/e  may  quIclUy  difcovcr  num- 
bers, to  whom  we  ihill  be  tempted  to  look  up  with  envy;  and 
they  to  look  down  upon  us,  if  we  are  known  to  tLem,  with 
pity  or  contempt. 

Bat,  eveaon  the  fuppofiti->n,  that  we  could  maintain  a  rank,  in 
our  feveral  pretenfions,  amongft  the  foremoil  of  mankind;  yet 
there  remains, 

5.  Another  mofl  material  point  to  be  confidered,  what  is  man.? 
fttl  we  fbould,  find  ourfelves  poor,  helplcfs,  frail,  flioi  t-lived 
wretches,  liable  every  moment  to  lofe  every  thing  that  is  valu-i 
ablfe  in  U3,  and fuiTer  every  thing,  that  is  dreadful  to  us.  Still  the' 
imperfeftioas,  that  we  have  in  common  witJi  the  bafeil  pf 
our  kind,  would  make  up  a  far  greater  part  of  our  condition, 
than  'the  advantages  that  exalt  us  above  them.  And  why  is 
fflrtb  and  q/hes  froudj-} 

But  if  it  be  needful,  to  make  us  more  fully  fcnSble  of  our 
low  eftate,  let  us  lift  up  our  thoughts  to  thofe  numberkfs  holla 
of  celeftial  natures,  whofe  perfections  though  finite,  are  yet  be- 
yond our  conception,  much  more  our  attainment:  and  to 
whom  probably  the  firll  of  men  bears  no  greater  a  proportion, 
tlian  a  creeping  worm  to  one  of  us.  For  indeed,  if  we  do 
but  refled,  how  little  v/e  are  removed  from  the  brute  creation ; 
how  like  them  we  areMn  orr  make,  our  wants,  our  paf- 
fions,  our  follies:  there  will  be  caufe  to  think,  that  we  are 
the  meaneft  of  rational  animals,  barely  deferviiig  the  name: 
above  whom  there  are  innumerable  orders  and  worlds  of 
beings,  each  rifing  beyond  the  other;  and' jet  the  higheft  im* 
menfely  diftant  from  that  one,  before  vvhom  they  are  ail  leji 
thun  nothing  and  I'anityX. 
"Vol.  I.  B  Whas^ 
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What  then  are  we?  were  we  uhderlved,  were  we  indepen- 
dent, yet  our  whole  race,  and  the  whole  earth  we  tread  on,  is 
a  trifle  in  the  univerfe,  that  makes  no  figure  in  it,  and  would 
fcarce  be  miffed  out  of  it.  But  indeed  the  low  exiftence  that 
we  have,  and  the  little  pre-eminences  that  belong  to  each  of  us 
in  it,  are  not  from  ourfelves,  but  owing  to  the  bounty,  and 
held  by  the  pleafure,  of  another.  AU  our  natural  powers  and 
accompUflmients  are  the  work  of  his  forming  hand :  all  our 
outward  advantages  are  appointed  by  his  providenqe :  all  our 
improvements  in  goodnefs  flow  from  his  grace.  Who  then  bath 
made  thee  to  differ  ft  om  another ;  and  what  hajl  tboUy  which' 
thou  did/i  not  receive?  Now  if  thou  did/i  receive  it;  why  dofi\ 
thou  glory  ^  as  if  thou  hadft  not  received  it*}  •  ' 

But  a  ftill  more  important  coniic^ration  is;  that  we  have  re- 
ceived whatever  we  have,  not  as  a  gift  to  be  ufed  in  the  man- 
ner we  pleafe;  but  as  a  truft,  to  be  employed  for  our  own  ad- 
vancement Ml  piety  and  virtue,  for  the  benefit  of  our  fellow^ 
creatures,  for  the  honour  of  our  creator;  to  whom  we  muft 
fhortly  render  an  account  of  bur  ftewardlhip.  The  more  hath 
been  committed  to  us,  the  more  we  have  to  anfwer  for:  and 
not  one  of  us  is  able  to  anfwer  otherwife,  than  that  in  a  great- 
er degree  or  a  lefs,  (God  grant  it  be  not  a  very  great  one !)  we 
have  neglefted  our  duty,  committed  fins,  and  abufed  every  ta-- 
lent  put  into  our  hands.  '  ,  .- 

If  then  we  will  think  of  ^urfelv^s  foherly^  and  as  we  ought  to 
thinks  we  have  abundant  caufe  to  think  with  the  utmofl  felf- 
abafement:  inftead  of  unprofitable  and  mifleading  comparifons 
one  with  another^  each  to  compare  our  own  hearts  and  lives 
with  God*s  holy  laws :  and  being  thence  made  fenfible,  how 
much  we  heed  his  niercy,  fubmiffively  to  apply  for  it,  in  the 
method  which  he  hath  prefcribed,  through  the  merits  of  our 
bleffed  redeemer:  taking  his  yoke  upon  us\  and  learning  of 
him  to  he  meeky  and  lowly  in  heart ;  for  fojhall  we  find  reft 
unto  our  fouls  \  I  being  all  fuhjeB  one  to  another ^  and  clothed 
with  humility';  for  God  refifteth  the  proud^  but  givcth  grace  to 
the  humble  t» 
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iFor  Ifay^  through  the  grace  given  unto  me^  to  every  man  that  is 
among  you^  not  to  think  of  himfelf  more  highly  than  he  ought 
to  thin%  :  but  to  think  foherly^  according  as  God  hath  dealt 
to  every  man  the  meafure  of  faith. 

t  A  C  H  of  the  virtues,  which  God  requires  us  to  praftife, 
may  be  confidered,  either  as  being  feated  in  our  hearts,  or 
^fexerted  in  our  behaviour.     That  which  the  text  enjoins,  taken 
in  the  firft  6f  thefe  views,   confifts  in  forming  a  right  judge- 
iient  ojf  our  own  qualifications,  rank  and  circumftances.     If 
any  one  hath  already  ho  more  than  a  juft  opinion  ,of  thefe,  he 
Tiath  no  need  to  lower  it.     But  becaufe  we  almoft  univerfally 
conceive  too  high  notions  of  ourfelves  ;  condefcending  to  en- 
tertain and   aft  upon  true  and  reafonable  ones,  hath  acquired 
tte  name  of  huniility  or  lowlinefs.     And  our  obligation  to  be 
humble  in  heart  comprehends  the  following  particulars  :  That 
we  never  imagine  ourfelves  to  h^ve   any  pre-eminences  or  ac- 
complifliments,  that  we  have  not ;  nor  efteem  fuch  as  we  have, 
beyond  their  undoubted  value :  that  we  attend  to  our  own 
faults  and  deficiences,  no  lefs  than  the  things  in  which  we  ex- 
tel ;  that  we  be  not  forid  of  comparing  ourfelves  with  others  ; 
and  that,  if  ever  we  do  make  fuch  comparifonsr,  we  make  them 
fairly,   and  with  proper  diffidence ;  and  extend  them  to  the 
perfons  Hy  whotti,  and  the  cafes  in  which,  we  are  likelieft  to 
be  outdone :  that  we  often  call  to  mind  the  meannefs,  the  frail- 
ties, the  infirmities,   the  uncertainties  of  our  mortal  ftate  ;  the 
immenfe  numbers  of  known,  and  probably  of  unknown,  ordefs 
of  beings,   adorned  with  glories,  though  finite,  yet  far  beyond 
humin  conception  ;  and  the  abfolutely  boundlefs  perfections  of 
our  and  their  creator :  to  whofe  voluntary  gift  what  any  of  us 
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enjoys  above  another,  is  owing  :  who  can  deprive  us  the  mo-* 
ment  he  pleafes,  of  our  moft  favourite  advantages  ;  and  will 
demand  from  us  one  dxy  a  ferious  accouat  of  the  ufe  that  we 
have  made  of  them  :  which  the  bed  of  us  all  muft  be  fenfible, 
and  few  of  us,  if  any,  are  fenfible  enough,  hath  in  many  re- 
{peGts  been  a  wrong  and  bad  one. 

This  then  is  the  nrft  part  of  humility ;  bringing  down  to 
real  truth  the  exalted  imaginations,  that  are  ftrangely  apt  to 
get  poffeffion  of  us.  The  remaining  one,  after  thinking  rea- 
Ibnably  and  modeftly,  is  ading  fo.  But  in  order  to  this,  two 
previous  rules  muft  be  obferved* 

I.  The  firft  is,  to  keep  always  in  our  minds  the  right  eili- 
ination,  which  we  are  now  fappofed  to  have  formed  of  ourfel- 
ves  ;  and  efpecially  to  remember  the  mortifying  parts  of  it : 
for  the  others  we  feldom  forget.  Some  perfons  indeed  are 
addifted,  above  all,  at  fome  times,  to  look  only  on  the  dark  fide 
of  things  :  and  they  fliould  be  direfted  with  prudence  to  dwell 
proportionably  on  the  more  cheering  views.  But  the  fole  cau- 
tion, which  the  generality  need,  is  to  moderate  their  fondnefs 
for  the  pleafing  employment  of  contemplating  the  advantageous 
part  of  their  oWn  (ihara£ters  or  circumftances.  And  every  one, 
the  greater  biafs  he  perceives  in  himfelf  that  way,  for  he  may 
foon  perceive  it  if  he  will,  fliould  apply  the  greater  watchful- 
nefs  to  correft  it. 

a.  The  fecond  rule  is,  that,  be  our  rank  araon^gft  our  fellow- 
Creatures,  in  any  refpe£t,  as  low  as  it  will,  we  muft  accommo- 
,  date  our  minds  to  it,  and  never  indulge  any  fraudulent  affecta- 
tions of  Teeming  fuperior  to  what  we  are.  All  perfons  indeed^ 
riot  only  fliould  improve  themfelvcs,  but  may  alfo  mend^  their 
'fituation,  by  every  lawful  method  they  can.  And  fo  far  as 
inere  filence  in  the  mean  time  is  a  (Concealment^  it  is  a  very 
innocent  one.  But  to  talk  or  behave  unfuitably  to  our  Condi*, 
tion,  in  order  to  make  a  better  figure  than  we  have  a  right  to 
make,  is  by  no  means  allowable :  nor  even  to  be  inwardly  difw 
turbed  at  its  being  fuch  as  we  find  it.  Our  prefent  ftation  is^ 
what  the  providence  of  God  hath  for  the  prefent  placed  us  in : 
and  who  are  we,  to  fay  or  think  it  is  beneath  us  ?  We  are  not 
to  chufe  the  part  that  we  fliall  have  to  a6l  on  the  ftage  of  life: 
-and  if  we  are  wife,  we  fiiall  be  glad  that  we  are  not.  Well 
may  it  fufEce,  if,  whatever  is  afligned  us,  we  aft  it  properly. 
Doing  this  with  cheerfulnefs)  we  fliaU  be  acceptable  to  Cod,  and 
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Mppr&ved  of  men  *  :  whereas  he,  who  labours  to  procure  ho« 
Qour  by  cheating  the  world  with  falfe  appearances,  will  be  al- 
ways uneafy  in  himfelfi  and  foou  deteded  and  defpifed  hj  other 
jnen.  So  that  indeed  to  live  in  a  lie  is  no  more  prudent  thaa 
lawful,  , 

Refolving  therefore  to  prefervc  conftantly  in  our  thoughts 
Ivhat  we  reallj  are,  and  be  contented  not  to  pafs  for  more; 
let  us  Examine,  what  behaviour  muft  a^ppear  to  us,  in  fueh  a 
ftate  of  mind,  rationally  humble ;  firft  towards  our  fuperiors^ 
then  our  equals,  and  laiUy  our  inferiors, 

I.  To  our  fuptfiors  in  any  kind,  evidently  we  ought  to  pay, 
readily  and  freely,  all  that  fabmiilion,  which  is  their  due :  and 
if  t^e  perceive  within,  areluftance  to  acknowledge  their  fuperi- 
ority,  or  an  ea.^':rnefs  to  difpute  the  degree  of  it,  we  fliouU 
mark  that  for  a  fare  ind  cation  and  bad  fymptom  of  pride. 

Oae  fort  of  pride  there  is,  almoft  too  ihocking  to  mentioiH 
of  which  yet  tlie  human  heart  is  frequently  guilty :  pride  a- 
gainft  God.  This  we  ihew  in  a  dreadful  niauner,  when  wc 
can  hardly  condefcend  to  humble  ourfeives  before  him,  and 
worihip  him ;  or  feem  afliamed  of  the  homage  that  we  pay 
him :  when  we  take  upon  us  to  chufe,  which  of  his  laws  we 
will  obey,  and  which  not ;  when  we  vainly  pry  into  the  fe.^ 
crets,  that  he  hath  hidden  ;  or  prefume  to  defpife,  either  the 
plainnefs,  or  the  myfterioufnefs,  of  what  he  hath  revealed: 
when  We  venture  to  commit  fins,  in  confidence  that  our  ima- 
gined virtues  will  compcnfate  for  them;  or  treat  the  gofpel- 
terms  of  forgivencfs,  through  the  merits  of  a  crucified  Saviour, 
as  too  degrading :  when  we  afcribe  to  ourielves  tlie  good  ac- 
tions, which  he  unables  us  to  do,  or  the  profperity,  which  he 
grants  us  to  enjoy  ;  or  at  any  time  exprefs  or  conceive  indig- 
nation at  his  difpofal  of  the  alTairs  of  his  owti  world.  As  the 
humility,  which  we  owe  to  our  maker,  is  beyond  comparifoh 
.the  deepeft  :  fo  muft  a  failure  in  it  be  unipeakably  the  moft 
criminal.  Therefore  let  us  watch  over  ourfeives  in  this  article 
with  the  utmoft  care. 

And,  in  the  next  place,  as  to  our  earthly  fnperiors :  what- 
ever perfons  hasve  authority  over  us,  more  or  lefs,  let  us  wil- 
lingly pay  them  the  obedience  and  the  refpedl,  which  bc!ang3 
to  their  ftation;  accepting  with  all  thankfulnefs  the  benefits  that 
^we  receive  from  their  fuperintendence  ;  and  making  fiich  equi- 
table allowances  for  their  miftakes  and  frailties,  as  we,  in  the 

fame 
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fem^  difcdmftances,  might  perhaps  have  much  greater  need  of, 
than  we  can  eafily  imagine :  not  exercifing  ourfehes  in  matters 
that  are  two  high  for  us  *;  nor  fancying,  that  every  one  is 
i^uallfied  and  fituatcd  to  judge  of.  every  thing.     Whatever  per- 
fons  are  in  rank  above  us,  though  without  authority,  let  us 
j^ive  them  all  fiich  demonftrations  of  h6noukble  i-cgard,  as  may 
prove  our  acquiefcence  in  the  diftributions  of  a  wife,  though  ufl- 
fearchaUe  providence,  as  may  ftrengthen  the  fubordinaticms, 
which  are  neceffaryin  fociety;  and  procure  us  a  return  of  good- 
will and  efteem.     Thofe  who  haiTe  either  naturally  better  un- 
derftaaidihgs;  or  a  larger  fliare  of  acquired  knowledge  ;  Ifet  us 
pay,  not  an  unlimited,  but  a  reafonable  deference  to  their  judge- 
mcnts,  and  take  pleafure  in  learning  from  them.     Thofe  Hrho 
are  noted  for  piety  and  virtue  i  let  us  reverence  and  love  them, 
and  make  them  our  patterns.     In  a  word  :  whoever  hath  any 
.pre-eminence  of  any  fort,  out  duty  is,  on  all  fit  occafions,  to 
ewn  iti  both  in  word  and  deed :  not  with  artful  contrivances  to 
.depreciate  what  we  profefs  to  recognize;  but  with  fuch  fair- 
nefs  and  fimplicity,  as  we  fliould  expeft  ourfelves. 
,  11.  Towards  our  equals,  humility  of  behaviotlr  confifts  iii 
ftewmg,  that  we  are  fatisfied  to  Uve  with  them  on  equal  terms  j 
letng  kindly  affeBioned  to  them  wth  brotherly  love,  and  in 
.honour  preferring  themj-,  as  tlie  apoftle  exhorts,  a  few  verfes 
after  the  text:  not  demanding  the  refpeft,  that  We  diflike  to 
pay  agam }  but  fetting  the  example  of  courteous  and  oblig- 
.jng    demeanour  :    not  idifting,  that  our  huifionr  or  intereft 
fliould  be  more  regarded,  than  that  of  others,  who  have  as 
.good  pretenfions ;  but  fubmittingj  fot  the  fake  of  peice,  to 
.whatever,  with  tolerable  convenience  and  propriety,  we  can  : 
not  feekmg  to  engrofs,  and  confine  to^  ourfelves,  the  efteem,  the 
frjendflup,  the  good  offices  of  every  one ;  not -complaining, 
whenever  another  is  preferred  to  us,  though  by  one  who  hath 
fuU  right  to  do  as  he  pleafes ;  nor,  even  if  the  preference  be 
unjuft,  refentmg  It,  as  a  more  heinous  crime  for  our  being  thfe 

Sfr^;  r  ''Z"""  "  ^"''''  P^**  '  '^^t  bearing  with 
.^e  faulu  of  our  fellow-creatures,  as  we  hope  to  have  them 
.be«-  with  ours.  AU  thefe  things  are  fo  plainly  equitable,  th* 
:^aps  w,  can  fcarcely  believe,  that  we  ever  fdl  to  obferve 

B«m.     There  can  be  no  harm  however  in  a  little  felf-infpec- 

tion 


Se  f.  il.  f)n '  Humility.  s^. 

tion  upon  the  fubjecl.  If  it  confirm  our  good  opinion  oF  cmf 
own  conduft,  k  will  give  us  great  delight :  if  not,  it  maj  d^ 
us  great  fervice,  hy  leading  us  to  amendment.  . 

III.  Humllitj  of  behaviour  towards  our  inferiors,  on  which 
I  fliall  chiefly  enlarge,  muft  be  differe:itlj  exprelTed  in  differ- 
ent cafes.  For  fome  kinds  of  fuperiorit  j  pught  not  to  be  con- 
cealed, but  fupported  and  exerted.  Parents,  malleri,  mag  if- 
Irates,  rulers  and  officers  of  all  kindi,  would  otVend  agvCinft. 
their  duty,  were  they  to  make  their  authority  inrigaificant,  by 
too  large  or  unfeafonable  condefcenfions.  Their  humility 
therefore  confifts  in  afting  as  perfons,  intruded  with  power, 
nor  for  their  own  fake,  but  that  of  others :  in  afluming  no 
greater  dignity,  than  is  manifeftly  requifite  for  good  ends  :  in 
joining  with  it  always  humanity  and  affability,  and  continuing^ 
in  the  midfl  of  it,  to  know  themfelves  :  in  procuring  diligent- 
ly, and  hearing  impartially,  true  information  and  faithful  adr 
vice:  being  reafonable  in  their  commands  and  expectations, 
moderate  in  the  burthens  they  impofe,  merciful  in  the  punifli- 
ments  they  inflifl  j  and  in  watching  over  all  committed  to 
their  care,  its  they  that  mufl  give  account ;  that  they  niay  do  ii 
with  joy  ^  and  not  with  grief  *n 

But,  where  pre-eminence  carries  no  authority  along  with  it, 
an  humble  mind  will  be  very  backward  to  claim  it ;  for  fel- 
dom  iny  defirable  effefts  will  foljow,  and  often  mauy  bad  ones-. 
It  may  not  only  give  needlefs  pain  to  others,  which  ought  ne- 
ver to  be  done,  but  incite  them  to  envy  and  iU-wIll,  produce 
contentions  and  injuries.  Moft  perfons  are  uneafy  at  feeing 
themfelves  in  a  (late  of  inferiority :  and  therefore  both  good- 
nature and  prudence  forbid  us  to  remind  them  of  it  without 
neceffity.  If  we  are  acknowledged  to  be  fuperiors,  humility, 
aflifted  by  a  little  difcretion,  will  contribute  much  to  perpetu- 
ate the  acknowledgement.  And, if  the  cafe  be  doubtful,  haugh- 
tinels  is  by  no  means  the  way  to  procure  a  determination  ia 
our  favour.  People  are  not  willing  to  let  that  be  extorted 
from  them  by  overbearing  violence,  which,  if  left  to  tliem- 
felves,  they  would,  have  granted  with  plcafure,  and  invited  us 
to  accept,  as  an  equitable  tribute.  Finding  any  one  take  upoiji 
him,  without  a  call  to  do  fo,  alarms  every  one  :  they  know 
3Jot,  hpv/   far. the  matter  will  be  carried}  gut  thcxnfelves  051 

their 
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fheir  guard,  and  fet  up  pretenfions  in  oppofition.  And,  if  the 
queftion  comes  once  to  be  tried  hv  popular  opinion,  the  world, 
we  know,  is  exceedingly  apt  to  judge  wrong,  efpecialljr  when 
i  provoked  to  it.  And  if, ,  after  all,  the  point  fhould  be  given 
againfl  us  ;  what  a  fuperftuous  difgrace  fhall  weliave  brought, 
down  upon  our  own  heads,  by  indulging  a  fpirit,  the  mod  in- 
capable of  beting  difgrace  that  can  be  !  SolomorCs  counfel 
therefore  is  full  of  wifdom.  Go  not  forth  ha/iily  tojlrive^  lefi^ 
thou  know  not  what  to  do  in  the  end  thereof^  when  thy  neigh^^ 
hour  hath  put  thee  to  Jhame  *.  But  indeed  fuccefs,  in  a  com- 
petition of  this  nature,  riiay  be  altogether  as  hurtful,  as  difap- 
pointment :  bj  infpiring  men  with  a  vanity,  which  may  prove 
the  parent  of  many  fins  and  follies  ;  may  expofe  them  to  much 
ridicule,  and  bring  them  alfo  into  more  ferious  inconveniences. 
Nor  muft  we  avoid  only  fuch  open  and  grofs  claims  to  fu- 
periority,  but  the  indireft  one  of  an  affuming  air  and  manner: 
which  fome  have,  to  fo  ft  range  a  degree,  that  they  neither  do. 
tioT  (a.y  any  thing,  without  intimating  their  own  importance. 
Indeed  our  very  expreffious  of  civility  may  have  infolence 
mixed  mith  them :  for  what  is  it  lefs,  if  inftead  of  treating 
thofe  unaiFeftedly  and  frankly  as  our  equals,  whom  we  ought, 
whether  abfolutely  fuch  in  all  refpefts  or  not ;  we  take  pains 
to  fignify  to  them  politely,  that  we  have  the  goodnefs  to  ftoop 
beneath  our  rank,  in  order  to  put  ourfelves  on  a  level  vrith, 
them?  Nay,  were  we  in  noway  to  cla'm  regard  from  others, 
but  in  the  moft  fubmiffive  and  infinuatir.g  wav  to  court  it ;  yet 
fcarce  any  thing  is  remoter  from  true  lowlinefs  of  mind, 
than  that  behaviour,  which  moll  folic'toufly  difguifes  itfelf 
imder  the  appearance  of  it,  and  enables  us  to  climb  by  cieep- 
ing.  Or  even  fuppoSng  neither  intereft  nor  advancement  to. 
be  our  point,  but  applaufe  only :  ftill,  both  a&ing  from  a  view 
to  gain  it,  and  taking  too  much  pleafure  in  the  confcioufnefs 
of  having  gained  it,  are  fnares  highly  dangerous  to  humility. 
And  many  a  man,  of  otherwife  virtuous  difpofitions,  hath  by 
this  one  weaknefs,  of  delighting  in  his  own  praifes,  been  cor^ 
rupted  infenfibly  within  ;  and  brought  to  defervc  an  extremely 
different  charafter  from  that  which  he  coveted. 

But  to  return.     If  concealing  our  fuperiority  be  for    the 
moft  part  right  j    refenting  a  delay,   or  even  refufal,  to  ac- 

knowled^. 
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knowledge  it,  muft  be  exceedingly  wrong.  Other  perfons  may 
very  innocently  be  ignorant  of  our  merit  j  may  have  no  con- 
cern to  inquire  about  it ;  may  be  no  judges  of  it ;  or  may  be, 
on  the  Qther  hand,  better  judges  than  we ;  and  perceive,  that 
we  over- value  ourfelves.  But  fuppofc  they  miftake,  or,  yet 
worfe,  are  unwilling  to  do  us  juftice ;  we  are  all  fo  liable  to 
the  fame  failing,  that  we  muft  forgive  it  each  other  of  courfe^ 
or  there  can  be  no  longer  any  peace  upon  earth. 

But  farther  :  As  no  difpleafure  ihoiild  be  exprefled  towards 
our  inferiors  on  fuch  occafions,  no. contempt  (hould  be  expref- 
fed  towards  them  on  any  occafion.  The  diftance  is  not  fo  ex- 
tremely great  between  the  higheft  and  loweft  of  men  ;  befides 
tUat  they,  who  are  inconfidcrable  in  one  refpeft,  may  deferve 
highly  in  another ;  perhaps  more  than  he,  who  defpifes  them. 
Indeed  no  one  is  truly  defpicable,  but  for  his  wilful  follies  and 
fins :  and  the  fight  of  thefe  ought  to  give  us  concern,  inftead  of 
triumph  ;  .efpecially  as  we  have  all  tod  many  of  our  own.  But 
for  the  reft,  be  the  outward  circunlftances  of  others  ever  fo 
mean,  be  thie  defefts  of  their  perfons  or  underftandings  ever 
fo  remarkable^  the  difpofer  of  all  things  might  have  placed  us 
originally  in  a  condition  full  as  wretched,  and  may  even  ftill 
reduce  us  to  it.  Therefore  laugb  no  man  to  /corn  in  the  bit^ 
ternefs  of  bis  foul:  for  there  is  One,  which  bumhleth  and  exalt-* 
£tb*.  Yet  how  necdlefsly  and  wantonly  do  perfons  often  make 
their  inferiors,  efpecially  in  rank  and'*  fortune,  fuffer  by  their 
flighting  and  over-bearing  ufage  of  them,  both  in  words  and 
adions  !  For  an  infolent  word,  or  even  a  haughty  look,  is 
enough  to  caufe  bitter  afflidion  to  him,  that  knows  he  muft 
bear  it,  whether  he  deferves  it  or  not.  And  when,  to  fpeak  in 
the  fon  of  SiracFs  language,  'The  rich  man  hath  idone  wrongs 
and  yet  he  threat  eneth  withal;  when  the  poor  is  wronged,  and 
he  mujl  inireat  alfo  \  ;  the  more  helplefs  the  condition  is,  the 
more  feverely  the  injury  is  felt.  '  For  people  of  the  loweft  clafs 
have  by  nature  juft  the  fame  fenfibility  that  others  have.  And 
if  others  would  refledl,  how  painful  the  feeling  of  fuch  ill  ufage 
is,  they  would  fiirely  fcruple  infli£ling  it  on  their  fellow-crea- 
tures ;  as  not  only  barbarous,  but  ungenerous  :  for  all  the  good 
ufes  of  fubordination  might  be  as  well,  and  much  better,  fecu- 
red  by  gentler  means. 
Vol.  1.  C  But 

•  Ecclus.  vii*  It.  \  Ecclus.  xiii.  1% 


But  fuperiors  too  frequently  eonfider  t^iofe  beneath  them,  ai 
-worthy  of  no  attention  j  and  their  moil  ferious  concerns  in  life; 
as  things  tq  be  played  with^  and  faerificed  to  every  caprice. 
Now  this  is  one  of  the  moft  pernicious  kinds  of  pride*  Let 
any  one  think  ever  fo  much  too  highly  of  himfelf  5  fo  long  aS 
he  keeps  it  to  himfelf,  or  only  gives  out  a  few  flighter  intima- 
tions of  it,  though  he  is  very  blameable,  yet  he  is  tolerably 
harmlefs..  But  there  are  many,  who  (:ruih  their  inferiors  under 
their  feet,  without  minding  them  :  though  perhaps,  from  prin- 
ciple, fuch  as  it  is,  they  Would  behave  tO/  oneof  their  equals 
in  a  quite  diiFerent  manner.  But  fo  far  all  ihen  are  equal,  that 
the  meaneft  wretch  on  earth  hath  the  fame  right  to  live  un- 
inolefted  and  free  from  infult,  a$  the  greateft  mon^irch.  And 
the  elevation  of  one  above  others,  far  from  authorizing  him  to 
trample  upon  them,  ftridly  binds  him,  to  (how  humanity,  and 
afford  protedion,  to  all  thofe,  whom  providence,  by  putting 
'    them  under  his  power,  hath  intitled  to  his  patronage. 

This  then  is  the  conduft,  which  humility  requires ,  of  fupe-s 
riors.  And  to  preferve  it  fteadlly,  they  fhould  caH  to  mind 
every  day,  that  the  world  was  not  made  for '  them  alone,  to 
gratify  their  vanity  or  love  of  pleafure,  to  indulge  their  hu- 
inours,  or  ptirfue  their  advantages,-  whatever  becomes  of  the 
tefl:  but  with  intent  that  eaeh  of  them  fhould  contribute  faith- 
fully irt  his  ftatioft,  as  well  as  others  in  theirs,  to  die  common 
benefit  of  the  whole.  For  Go^  hath  created  all  men  of  the 
feme  nature  and  the  fame  blood :  and  united  them  by  ftrong 
inward  ties  of  fympathy  and  mutual  tendernefs,  which  it  iff 
both  impious  and  unnatural  to  break  or  loofen.  If  I  have  with^ 
held,  faith  y<>^,  tke  poor  from  his  defire^  6r  have  caufed  the  eyest 
of  the  widows  to  fail ;  if  I  did  defpife  the  caufe  of  my  man* 
fervant  or  my  maidfervantj  when  they  contended  with  me  : 
what  thenfhall  I  do,  when  God  rifeth  up  ;  and  when  fo  vtfiteth, 
what  /ball  I  anfwer  him  ?  Bid  not  he,  that  made  me,  make  him? 
and  did  not  one  fajhion  us  in  the  womb*i  We,  that  are  fo  fond 
of  exalting  ourfelves  above  thofe  of  our  own  fpecies,  who  are 
,  equal  to  us  in  moft  things  ;  preferable,  it  may  be,  in  many  ; 
and  beneath  us  only  in  accidental  circumftances ;  do  we  con- 
fidcr,  before  how  awful  a  fuperior  we  ftiand  all  the  time  ?  One 

that 
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that  accepted  Mi  the  perfon  of  princes^  ner  rr^rdeth  thf  rich 
tl^re  than  the  poor :  for  they  are  all  the  work  of  bis  lands* » 
Bat,  happily  for  the  univerfe,  his  infiaite  greatiiei'i  is  inlepar- 
libly  joined  with  infinite  mercy  and  bounty  :  which  bleilcd 
union  13  the  v«ry  ground  of  the  worihip  that  we  pay  him,  of 
the  hohouf  and  Iqvc,  that  fills  our  hearts  at  the  thought  cjf 
him.  And  lyhat  i«  it  then,  that  deferves  love  and  honour  a- 
ttiongft  men  ?  Surely  to  imitate  this  adorable  goodiicls  of  him. 
who  is  high  Abfive  etll  nations,  and  iii  gkry  ahove  tJje  he&'- 
vens  :  who  yet  humlleth  himftlf  to  lehold  the  things  that  are 
in  heaven  and  earth  f .'  For  though  the  Lord  be  hi<^hj  yd  hath 
be  refpeB  unto  the  lowly  ^  hut  as  for  the  proud ^  he  beholdab 
them  afar  offX^ 

Let  us  therefore  delight  in  (hewing  ouvfelves,  by  all  fit- 
proofs  of  condefcending  benevplence,  the  true  children  of  our 
heavenly  Father,  and  the  true  difciples  of  our  gracious  Re- 
deemer ;  who  hath  made  us  all  members  of  one,  that  is,  his 
own  body :  and  whofe  rule-  it  is,  njchofoever  will  he  great  a- 
mong  you,  let  him  be  your  mini/ler  ;  and  whofoever  will  he  chief 
amujig  you^  let  him  he  your  ferv ant  ;  even  as  the  fon  of  man 
came^  not  to  be  mini/ired  unto,  but  to  mini/ler,  and  to  give  his 
life  a  ranfom  for  many  §.  The  fame  kflbn,  of  not  difdaiiiing 
the  very  meaneft  offices  of  kindnefs,  one  to  another,  when 
occafion  requires  theiri,  he  t;aught  his  apolUes,  and  through 
them  all  his  followers,  in  a  manner  fo  unfpeakably  engaging, 
juft  before  his  death,  as  one  of  the  farewel  demon  ft  rations  of 
his  tender  affeftion  to  them  ;  (for  fo.the  evangellft  puts  it ;) 
conveying  tts.  meaning  tlie  more  expreffively,  as  the  eafteru 
calhuA.  was,  by  an  outward  a^ioQ,  peouliady  flitted  to  £xem- 
l^ify  it :  fhat  I  i9iaU  read  you  elmeft  the  whole  |}&ira^e4  as  the 
bdl  eontdmfion,  (hat  cim  be  xnode  toadifcour&  on  the  prefent 
fubjeft. 

Norix)  before  the  feajl  of  the  pajjhver,  when  Jefus  knew  that 
his  hour  was  come,  that  he  Jhould  depart  out  of  this  florid  U7i^ 
to  the  Father  ;  having  loved  his  own,  which  were  in  the  world, 
he  loved  them  unto  the  end.  A7id  fupper  being  ended,  he  laid 
ajide  his  garments,  and  took  a  towel  and  girded  hi7nf elf  After 
.that,  ie  poureth  water  into  a  hafon,  and  began  to  waflj  the 
difciples  feet,  and  to  wipe  them  with   the  towel,   wherewith  he 

was 
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V3as  girded.  And  after  he  had  taken  his  garments j  and  was 
fat  down  again^  he  f aid  unto  them^  know  ye^  what  I  have  done 
unto  you  ^  Te  €all  me  mafier  and  lor d^  and  ye  fay  well ;  for 
fo  I  afh.  If  I  then^  your  lord  and  mafier^  have  wafhed  your 
feet^ye  ought  alfo  to  wafh  one  anoth^r^ s  feet  ;  for  I  have  given 
you  an  example^  that  ye  Jho^ld  do  as  I  have  done  unto  you. 
Verily^  verily^  Ifayunto  you^  the  fervant  is  not  greater  than  his 
Lord  s  neither  he  that  isfenty  greater  than  he  that  fent  bim%  If 
ye  know  thefe  things  j  happy  are  ye^  if  ye  doth^n** 

•John  xUi.  i,-^i7. 
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On  Patienxe. 


Luke  xxi.  19. 
In  your  patience  poJfcjS  ye  your  Jouh. 

'T'HE  unpleafant  things  which  befall  us,  in  one  part  or  aii»* 
ther  of  tills  life,  are  fo  many  ;  and  the  ir..rrv:ri....i,  wHick 
thej  make  upon  us,  are  commonly  fo  ftrong;  tliat  L»c  0  ..I^^L,:d 
hj  them  no  otherwife  than  we  ought,  conditutes  a  large  and 
difficult  part  of  our  duty  :  which  therefore  1  fliall  cnd;iavoux 
to  explain  and  recommend  to  you  in  feveral  difcouifes.  And 
as  fome  things  are  immediately  and  neceffarily  uneaiy  to  us, 
and  fome  only  by  means  of  needlefs  and  unreafonable  rejec- 
tions and  comparifons  of  our  own  ftate  with  what  others  are, 
or  with  what  we  might  have  been  :  I  Ihall  fpeak  at  prcft  nt  of 
bearing  what  we  cannot  but  feel  difagieeably,  with  compofure, 
which  is  ufually  called  Patience ;  in  the  next  plrxe,  I  fliali  di- 
re6;  to  the  like  behaviour  under  comparative  misfortunes, 
which  is  generally  expreiled  by  the  name  of  Contentment;  and 
after  thefe  moral  obligations,  which  however  need  not  and  can- 
U3t  well  be  altogether  feparated  from  thofe  of  piety,  I  fliali 
proceed  to  lay  before  you  more.diftindlly  the  religious  ones,  of 
refignation  firft,  and  then  of  thankfulnefs,  under  every  afflic- 
tion and  feeming  disadvantage. 

Now  the  feelings  unavoidably  difagreeable  to  us,  and  tempt- 
ing us  to  impatience,  are  chiefly  pain,  forrow,  fear  and 
anger. 

I.  Pain:  under  which  may  be  comprehended  alfo  ficknefs, 
reftleffnefs,  and  languid  lownefs.  Thefe  are  often  fo  grievous, 
by  their  degree,  or  continuance,  or  both  ;  that  we  cannot  fail, 
from  the  very  make  of  our  nature,  to  fufFer  under  them  ex- 
tremely :  and  ftifling  at  fuch  times  all  exprefEons  of  fufFering, 
and  eameft  wijQies  of  eafe,  would  ufually  require  too  violent 
4a  effort  to  be  lafting  5  cr  perhrxps  to  be  fafd,  even  could  we 
■-"■''  pel-Hit 
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perfift  in  it.  Beiides,  thefe  external  marks  of  diftrefs  werecer* 
tainly  defigned  bj  Providence  to  excite  a  proper  degree  of  pity 
and  affiftance  from  thoffe  around  us  ;  \\'hich,  without  fome 
powerful  calls  upon  them,  would  frequently  be  withheld.  And 
therefore  we  ought  neither  to  condemn  ourfelves,  nor  others, 
who  may  poflibly  undergo  far  mdre  than  we  imagine,  for  fome 
ftrong  expreffions  of  prefent  mifery  :  nor  think  it  a  very  heiu- 
olis  fault,  if  they  now  and  then  exceed  the  proper  bounds. 
But  ftill  the  more  calm  jiftd  moderate  we  are,  the  more  we  fliall 
appear,  if  not  to  need,  yet  to  deferve,  both  compaffion  and 
relief ;  and  they  will  bo^h  be  afforde'd  us  with  naore  good-will 
and  regard.  Then  further,  all  vehement  complaints  and  im- 
moderate figniiications  of  ouir  wretch edhefs,  heighten  ftrangely 
pur  ov^  fenfe  of  it ;  and  thus  either  work?  us  Up  into  wild  - 
rage,  or  fink  us  down  into  fpiritlefs  dej^£l:rom  j  aiid  fo  make 
our  cafe  much  worfe  than  it  was  5  w^hen^  alas,  we  have  cattfe 
tofeek  out  for  every  alleviation,  great  or  fmaU. 

In  acute  torments,  it  is  a  very  comfortable  circiunftance, 
if  we  can  hope,  that  they  will  not  be  4nrable.  Even  a  ihort 
time,  indeed,  will  feem  dreadfully  long  to  us.  But  however,  it 
itnuft  be  a  confolation  in  a  ftorm,  that  we  arc  making  towards 
a  fafe  harbour  within  our  view,  though  wcsfeem  to  approach 
It  (lowly.  And  as  the  eaiing  of  pain  is  not  only  eafe  but 
delight ;  we  fhould  fupport  ourfelves  by  expefting  it,  as  weH 
as  enjoy  it  when  it  comes. 

In  tedious  dif orders  it  may  be  very  ufeftil  to  lopk  back  now 
and  then,  and  fee  how  much  we  have  gone  through  already : 
not  in  order  to  load  our  minds  with  the  burthen  of  it  a  fecond 
*ticne  ;  but  to  learn,  from  what  we  have  done  already,  what 
we  can  do  more^  if  need  be.  And  probably,  we  fiiall  be  able 
to  do  it  with  lefs  difficulty  hereafter,  than  we  did  before,  for 
by  degrees  and  proper  care,  both  our  minds  and  bodies  become 
habituated  to  endure  hardfhip  qi^ietly  and  cheasfully.  It  is  a 
great  proof  and  inftance  of  the  mercy  of  our  Creator,  that  we 
are  fo  framed.  And  we  ought  to  make  a  faithful  ufe  of  his 
goodnefs  in  this  refpeft,  as  well  as  others. 

But  in  order  to  acquiefce  more  patiently  under  our  fuffer- 
mgs,  we  iiiould  look  beyond  the  bittemefs  to  the  poffible  bene- 
fits of  them,  bur  liablenefs  to  them  may  teach  us  caution  and 
prudence  in  many  parts  of  our  conduft,  in  order  to  avoid 
them  ;  niay  prefervie  us  from  follies  deftru&ive  to  our  fortunes, 
our  reputations,  our  health  itfeif.     For  nuxrWrs  Jbave  pr^fum- 
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ed  fo  far  upon  their  ftrength,  as  utterly  to  deftroy  it  by  irre* 
gulfLiities,  while  the  happy  neceffity  of  being  dit'crcct  in  the 
manag^nxent  of  themfeives  hath  carmd  on  many  Trh®  wcc* 
very  infirm,  comfiirtably  enough,  to  a  good  old  age.     Th^rei 
fore,  on  the  wh<A^  perhaps  bodily  complaints  may  protre  a  fei 
parity  againil  greater  inconveniences :    and,  were  thefe  lefs  j 
yet  only  the  difference  between  the  one  evil  and  the  other* 
paght  to  be  computed,  as  dear  lofs  to  ug.     Nor  is  it  only  from 
folUes,  that  men  are  thus  kept  back,  but  frequently  from  fin* 
alio  :  from  fbme^  to  which,  if  they  W'ould  examine  thcmfelves^ 
they  might  perceive  they  fliould  have  been  expofcd :  and  pof- 
fibly  from  others,  of  which  they  have  no  fufpicion.     Firmneft 
pf  conftitutiou,  vdiemence  of  appetites  and  paflicms^  flowing 
fpirits,  confidence  of  being  able  to  do  and  to  bear  almoft  any 
thing,  mifiead  men  uoaccouatably  in  the  condud;  of  life :  make 
them  forgetful  pf  God  and  their  latter  end,  prompt  them  t$f 
debauchery,  imtiemperaiice,  violence,  injuftice,  to  regard  only 
prefent  indulgeuoe,  and  take  the  good  diings  of  diis  world  for 
their  portion.     Better  were  it  for  fuch   as   refift  not   thefe 
temptations^  if  they  h^  experlenped  ia  t^aieir  Head  the  feyereft 
clifcipline4>f  p|unan4  &<^]^i^c^>  Thefe  remind  us  of  our  idepen* 
dence  on  him  who  n^ade  m ;  of  thp  vanity  of  earthly  enjoy- 
ments, of  mortality  and  its  popfequenceg  ;  ,cf  pitying  and  lef- 
fening  the  affliftions  of  o^r  fellow- creatures  ;  of  fliewing  kind- 
nefs^  as  we  often  need  it.     And  the  exercife  of  devotion  to- 
wards Gad,  and  goodnefs  to  thofe  around  us,  will  fo  pleaf- 
ingly  employ  our  j:h oughts,  fo  effeftually  footh  our  minds,  and 
reconcile  n5  to  ourfelv^  and  our  ccMidition,  that  we  (hall  find 
the  roughed  attacks  on  our  outward  frame  very  iupportable. 

I  IhalJ  only  obferve  further  under  this  head,  that  poverty 
and  want,  when  they  are  fo  ea^treme  as  to  bring  on  adual  bodily" 
fufFerings,  ^re  to  be  placed  to  the  account  of  pain :  but  fucb. 
pain  very  {bldcun,  if  ever,  arifes  to  ine^r  the  height  -which  vari- 
ous difeafes  ca^jie ;  and  is  much  more,  conftantly  cured  or  miti^ 
gated  by  the  c^re  of  charitably  perfpns.  Indigence,  therefore^* 
in  this  view,  is  very  qonfiffent  with  patience  :  and  that  in  the 
bther,  of  TGfie&ion  and  comparifon,  it  is  equally  compatible 
with  contentment,  ihaJJ  be  ihewn  you  hereafter. 

2.  The  next  fource  of  impacience  before  mentioned  is  Sorrow:* 
which  fometimcs  i?  mere  fympathy  with  the  calamities  of 
others.  But  this  cl^es  not  commonly  rife  to  the  height  of  impa-^ 
tiectce:    much  oftner   we   are   impatient  with   the   wretched 
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tferougTi  our  want  of  fympathy.  There  arc  thofe,  however^ 
yfiko  are  made  fo  uiieafy  hj  tbe  diftreffes  which  thej  fee,  that 
ihej  will  not  bear  the  uneafine&  of  attending. to  them  enough 
to  glvd  them  due  affiftance.  Now  this  exceffive  tendemefs  i^ 
a»  unhappy  infirmity.  It  argues  indeed  foi^ewhat  of  a  right 
difpofition  :  but  perverted  to  a  quite  different  purpofe  from 
what  natiire  meaht.  And  we  fliould  moderate  the  pafTive  feel- 
ings in  order  to  exert  the  requiiite  afiive  goodnefs  ;  nor  would 
thi^,  on  trial,  be  fbiind  very  difficult. 

But  our  grief  is  ufually  for  things  happening,  which  we  ap- 
prehend to  be  evils  to  ourfelves  :  and  they  may  be  of  various 
forts.  The  more  coniiderable  are,  unkindnefs  or  lofs  of  friends, 
diminutions  of  fortune,  difappoiiitments  in  worldly  views,  im- 
putations on  our  characters,  confcioufnefs  of  imprudent  or  fin- 
ful  behaviour*  All  thefe  may  be  needlefsly  aggravated  by  the 
voluntary  workings  of  our  own  minds  ;  and  fa  far  belong  to 
the  head  of  difcontent :  but  much  of  the  concern,  which  thej 
give,  is  unavoidable,  and  relates  to  the  prefent  fubjeft. 

Unkindnefs,  where  we  had  peculiar  reafon  to  expeft  the  con- 
trary,  is  one  of  the  bittereft  afflidions  of  life.  Wc  fliould  la- 
bour to  prevent  it,  by  chufing  the  objeds  both  of  our  love  knd 
efteem  with  great  caution  ;  arid  reftrain  our  affe^lion  towards 
them  within  due  bounds  ;  inftead  of  letting  it  run,  or  perhaps 
forcing  it,  into  romantic  extremes,  which  muft  end  in  fome- 
thing  wrong ;  and  we  fliould  mod  attentively  endeavour  t6 
give  no  caufe  of  diflike  ^nd  alienation.  When  it  happens  not- 
withftanding,  that  our  moil  reafonable  hopes  are  fruftrated  j 
change  of  opinion  concerning  the  blameable  party  muft  natu- 
rally, if  we  are  confiderate,   produce  in  us  change  of  regard. 

And  We  muft  comfort  ourfelves,  that  the  fault  is  not  on  our 
fide ;  take  care  to  continue  ft  ill  equally  unreproachable  ;  apply 
pur  thoughts  to  the  duties  of  fuch  other  conneftioris  and  ties, 
as  remain  upon  us  after  this  is  weakened  or  diflblved  j  raife 
our  hearts  more  to  him,  who  always  makes  a  gracious  return ; 
and  then  no  ingratitude  or  infidelity,  which  we  can  expe- 
rience on  earth,  will  be  able  to  overwhelm  us. 

Concern  for  the  lofs  of  our  friends  by  death,  in  itfelf  a  fore 
trial,  is  aggravated  fometimes  by  a  confufed  imagination,  as  if* 
death  were  a  misfortune  to  them  :  whereas,  if  they  were  good 
and  virtuous,  it  is  in  truth  the  greateft  poffible  gain.  It  can 
therefore  be  only  ourfelves,  that  we  bemoan  with  juftice :  and 
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the  damage  to  us  may  be  veiy  conilderable :  for  which  xeafoa 
we  fhould  be  follicitQUS,  both  to  make  all  the  improvement  bjr 
our  friends,  and  ihew  all  the  kindnefs  to  them,  that  we  can, 
whim  ^we  have  them;  left  we  ihduld  regret  our  negligence, 
when  it  is  too  late.  But,  though  the  coxxunon  fault  is  under- 
rating the  v^ue  of  thofe,  who  are  near  and  ought  to  be  dear 
to  us,  jet  prefent  grief  on  lofing  them  may  pof&bly  overdo  it ; 
fuid  we  may  find  ourfelves  able  to  go  on  without  them  far 
inore  tolerably  than  we  imagined. '  Neoeffity  wijl  put  us  on 
exerting  our  powers :  we  fhall  feek  for  other  he^ps  ;^nd  other 
comforts ;  and  in  fotne  degree  at  lead,  we  ihall  fin4  them.  Or, 
(uppofing  the  accident  to  be  as  grievous,  and  as  irreparable,  as 
we  apprehend  it ;  yet  this  confolation  is  left,  that  the  painful 
feeling  of  it  will  greatly  diminiih,  however  impoHlble  we  noay 
at  the  time  conceive  that  to  be«  Indeed,  fome  (appear  unwill-; 
ing  that  this  ihould  happen  \  and  account  it  a  duty  to  affliA 
themf(^^9  2^  9iu>ch  and  as  long  as  they  can :  whi^ft  others  go 
im  to  do  it,  though  they  profefs  to  believe  it  a  great  iin.  But^ 
in  reality*  moderate  Qoncern,  for  a  moderate  ieafon,  is  the 
ttfeful  dilate  of  nature:  and  iniuhoderate  concern  is  pardon*.- 
tble  weakn^f?;  only  it  ought  not  to  be  wilfully  indulged^ 
wron^t  up  to  a  great  height  and  lengthened.  Even  if  we  af^ 
led  to  do  thrfe  things,  God  has  mercifully  provided,  in  the; 
Hj^hangeable  frame  of  our  nature,  that  they  fhall  have  aa 
W :  93od  we  ihould,  inftead  of  abfurdly  refilling  him^  co-ope« 
rate  with  Y\jtm  by  prudent  refleftion:  not  aim  at  infeniibility  i 
hut  only  at  fucb.  a  rational  degree  of  difengagement,  as  fnita 
our  Qondition;  thus  preparing  by«  due  bjehaviotur  under  one 
fboke*  to  bear  others  which  arc  to  be  expefted*  Pcrfons  on 
a  journey  quit  flftany  things,  ant  after  another,  that  are  very  a«. 
greeable  to  them;  regret  them,  all,  but  go  forward  however 
with  compofed  mmda.  Now  we  are  travellers  through  Ufe: 
eiir  friends  are  fo  too:  our  appointed  flages^ are  different:  an(i 
Vc  mull  learn  to  part* 

Anodier  caufe  of  forrow,  lofs  of  worldly  fubflanoe,  if  it  be 
fo  great- 1^  to  bring  an  abfolute  painful  want,  haXh  be^i  alrea^ 
ij  confidered  :  and  if  it  doth  ao  more  than  lower  us  in  cpn&-i 
parifon  with  others,  will  be  confidered  hereafter.  But  a  few 
things  naay  be  obferved  here.  We  commonly  urge  it,  as  a 
peat  aggravatioapf  our  grief^  if  w^  not  on^y  ^e.4eftitute  of 
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the  conveniences  which  wealthier  perfons  enjoy,  but  have  had 
them  and  known  them,  and  been  deprived  of  them,  •  Now  fure* 
I7,  on  the  whole,  our  condition  is  better  for  this,  than  if  we 
had  never  had  them,  ujilefs  we  make  it  worfe*  bj  repining. 
Befides,  when  we  had  them,  did  they  make  us  extremely  ha^- 
py  ?  In  all  likelihood  far  from  it.  And  why  then  fhould  fore- 
going them  make  us  extremely  miferable  ?  Or  how  happy  for- 
ever we  were  before,  why  fhould  we  not  now  be  as  eafy  as  we 
can  ?  Why  indeed  fhould  we  not  provide  for  fuch  accidents, 
by  living  in  the  midfl  of  plenty,  as  if  we  had  lefs  of  it,  and 
doing  good  with  the  remainder  ?  This  would  be  the  befl  ufe  of 
it,  were  we  ever  fo  fure  of  keeping  the  whole;  but  hath  a 
fingular  advantage,  if  we  are  to  lofe  part.  For  then  we  fhall 
be  able  afterwards  to  afford  ourfelves,  perhaps  nearly,  if  not" 
•quite,  as  much  as  we  did  before:  the  poor  and  the  public  will 
be  the  fufferers  :  and  our  concern  for  them  will,  inftead  of  a 
felfifh,  be  a  virtuous  one,  and  probably  feldom  excefEvc. 

Difappointmehts  in  other  worldly  matters,  failure  of  obtain- 
ing  rank,  power,  favour,  or  lofs  df  them  after  thfey  are  obtain- 
ed, require  fcarce  any  other  confiderations  to  alleviate  themri, 
than  difappointments  about  wealth  do.  Only  as  it  is  Jret  more* 
uncertain,  whether  they,  who  feek  them,  fhall  be  able  to 
acquire  them  5  6r  they,  who  acquire  them,  to  retain  them  j  and 
indeedi  whether,  they,  who  dio  both,  fhall  be  the  better  or  xbt 
worfe  for  them  ;  there  is  lefs  reafon  to  fet  our  hearts  Upon 
them,  and  aiRi£l  ourfelves  at  crofTes  in  relation  to  them. 

But  perhaps  our  grief  i^,  that  our  charaifter  in  the  world  is 
impaired:  and  this  we  cannot  tell  how  to  bear.  Yet  the  cafe' 
•  may  be,  that  it  had  been  raifed  too  high  ;  and  now  is  reduced 
>  only  to  what  it  fhould  be.  Surely  we  may  bear  this :  it  will 
teach  us  to  know  ourfelves,  keep  us  from  aiming  in  any  ref- 
pefl:  at  things  above  lis,  and  do  us  good  many  ways.  Or  if 
others  think  too  lowly  of  us,  yet  provided  they  impute  no-i^ 
thing  bad  to  us,  we  may  flill  be  very  eafy.  We  ourfelves  are 
ignorant  of  the  worth  of  many  :  60  wonder,  if  many  be  igno- 
rant of  ours. '  But  fuppofihg,  that  even  downright  ill  is  fpoken 
of  us ;  poffibly  it  is  becaufe  we  have  deferved  jufl  the  contrary, 
becaufe  we  have  done  our  diity ;  and  then  what  faith  the  fcrip- 
ture?  That  we  have  caufe  to  be  fdrry  and  dejefted  ?  No, 
Suffering  for  coE^cienc^  fake  is  the  very  cafe,  of  which  our 
'    »  ^  ,  Saviour 
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Saviour  faith  in  tliQ  text.  In  your  patience  poffifs  ye  your  fouls. 
Elfewhere  he  faith  more.  Blejfed  are  ye^  when  men  Jball  rr- 
S)ile  you — and  fay  all  manner  ofevilfalfely  againfl  you^  for  my 
name's  fake  :  rejoice  and  he  exceeding  glad:  for  great  is  your 
reward  in  heaven  *.  Najr,  he  goes  furthe^  ftill :  Woe  unto 
youy  when  all  men  fhall  fpeak  well  of  you  f.  Not  that  a  good 
reputation  is  in  itfelf  a  blameable  thing  :  but  that  when  all 
,men^  particularly  bad  men,  applaud  anj  one  highly,  it  is  a 
ground  for  him  to  fufpeft  hin^felf  of  being  too  much  confom>- 
ed  to  this  world  t'  Or,  if  we  are  not  defamed  for  haying  aa>- 
ed  wifely  and  well,  yet  perhaps  it  is  for  fomething  indifferent, 
that  we  are  mifreprefented  ;  and  we  cannot  be  fairly  accufed 
of  a£lii)g  fooliihly  or  wickedly.  In  this  cafe,  if  we  have  ndt 
merit,  we  have  innocence,  to  fupport  us.  And  a  great  fup^ 
<port  it  is,  had  we  hone  elfe.  But  there  will  always  be  fome 
in  the  world  to  do  us  juftice.  And,  by  the  affiftance  of  their 
friendihip,  indeed  fooner  or  later  without  it,  time  will  bring 
truth  to  light. 

But  poffibly  we  think  our  behaviour  hath  been  imprudent ; 
and  we  have  brought  our  fufferings  on  ourfelves ;  and  this 
.caufes  our  fprrow.  Yet  ptoflibly  alfo  we  may  charge  our^ 
felves,  as  perfons  un4er  affliction  often  do,  either  unjuftly,  or 
however  much  too  heavily.  We  did  as  well  perhapsi  as  the 
abilities,  which  God  hath  given  us,  permitted  :  and  if  fo,  we 
are  not  to  blame.  But  if  we  were  imprudent,  let  us  grow 
prudent  now  :  not  torment  ourfelves  fruitlcfsly,  which  would 
be  frefh  folly,  but  labour  compofedly  to  retrieve  our  falfe  fteps, 
as  far  as  we  can. 

But  it  may  be  we  grieve,  not  for  indifcretions.  merely^  but 
for  fins.  And  this  grief  flaould  certainly  be  the  heavieft^  which 
is  ufually  the  lighteil.  Yet,  though  in  moft  perfons  it  very 
much  wants  to  be  increafed  ;  in  fome  it  needs  to  be  reftrained 
and  regulated.  Self-refledlon  was  given  us^  not  barely  to 
'  make  us  uneafy,  but,  by  £0  doing,  to  amend  us.  If  it  rife* 
to  a  higher  degree j  than  contributes  to  Our  amendment,  it  is 
jindqrgoing  fo  much  mifery  to  no  ufe.  And  if  We  carry  it 
io  far  as  to  obftru^b  our  amendment,  it  is  adding  greatly  to  our 
former  gtiilt.  Excefs  of  concern  either  for  the  weak  or  the 
kicked  things  that  we  have  done,  may  fink  U5  into  defponden* 
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fcy,  maj  drive  us  to  intemperance^  may  hicitt  vl%  to  ftt  mor^ 
d&fpcrate  courfes.  Therefore  we  fhoald  bj  no  meins  be  inw 
patient  with  ourfelves  :  ^or  it  ig  commonly  a  mark  of  pride  : 
we  cannot  bear  the  imagination  of  having  a£l:ed  wrong ;)  but 
fliould  humbly  acknowledge  our  faults  and  infirmities,  beg 
"^ifdom  and  ftrength  from  God*s  Holy  Spirit  for  the  fake  of  hj^ 
t>leffed  Son  \  and  in  the  faith  of  that  affljftance,  without  which 
We  can  do  nothing,  meekly  and  perfeveringly  labour  to  do  htU 
ter.  By  this  method  we  fliall  learn  felf-knowlcdge  and  watch- 
fulnefs  J  improve  by  our  very  falls  in  feill  to  ftand,  recover 
iur  charafter  amongll  men,  acquire  a  lively  hope  of  acceptance 
with  God,  and  be  at  peace  within^ 

3.  The  next  caufe  of  impatience,  mentioned  beforcf,  was  fear. 
Kow  lear  fuppofes  the  evil  apprehended  to  be  at  fome  diftance  : 
j^haps  the  diftance  is  fo  great,  that  we  need  not  yet  provide 
ftgainft  it :  and  why  fliould  we  difquiet  ourfelves  before  the 
time  ?  But  admitting  the  dagger  to  be  nearer  :  thougfi  doubt- 
Jefs  this  paffion  was  wifely  and  kindly  implanted  in  us  by  our 
niaker  for  precaution,  yet  we  muft  keep  it  within  bounds  j 
*lfe  we  Ihall  be  incapable  of  ufing  efFefiual  precaution  ;  indeed 
fliall  contribute  to  bring  on  the  very  thing  we  dread.  If  we 
preferve  our  minds  in  ^  condition  to  take  proper  meafures,  it 
may  ne^er  come  near  us  5  or  though  it  do,  niay  n^vet  fall  upoit 
lis.  Future  bad  events,  as  well  as  good^  are  extremely  un- 
certaiii.  Our  pleafure  is  often  diminiflied  by  tlie  latter  un- 
certainty. Why  fliould  not  out  uneafinefs  be  calmed  by  the 
former  ?  Have  not  we  often*  feen  others,  have  not  we  often 
been  ourfelves^  grievoufly  frightened  with  the  profped  of  what 
after  ail  did  not  happen?  let  us  oppofe  terror  with  hope.  Or/ 
if  the  agitation,  produced  by  the  conflift  between  the  two, 
makes  oiir  cafe  worfe,  as  in  fome  minds  it  feems  to  do  ;  let  wi 
lay  afide  hope^  and  take  it  for  grafted  that  the  misfortune 
We  expeA  wiD  befall  us:  y^,  it  ifeay  continue  a  much  lefs  time 
than  we  expcft.  (^t  if  not,  it  may  however  be  much  more 
tolerable.  Fear  is  a  ftrahg^  magnilter.  People  fay,  they  are^ 
pofitive,  they  are  certain,  that  they  ffiatf  never  be  able  to  gor 
through  what  is  approachiiig.  They  are  hot  certain,  they  can- 
not be  certain  before-hand.  Human  nature  will  endure  much? 
snore,  than  we  imagine.     At  leaft,  furely  God  can  ftrengthen 


^9  if  be  will.     And  his  word  declaresi  God  is  fakifi^,'  ivk4 

tdill  Mt  fi^ffer  yeu  to  he  tempted  above  that  ye  are  ahie  ;  M 
wills  "with  the  temptation  alfo^  make  a  ^ay  to  e/cafi^  thai  y9 
may  he  able  to  hear  it  *•  Moft  men  haye  found*  alKl  the  timo*^ 
rous  will  own  it,  that  they  have  frequently  fuffered  a  great 
deal  more  by  the  apprchenfion  of  heavy  ftrokes,  thaii  by  the 
infli3:ion{  Why  (hould  we  not  learn  then  to  moderate  our  up^ 
prehenfions  ?  Look  fteadily  at  the  thing  feared  :  examine  the 
worft  of  it :  but  obferve  alfo  the  mitigations  and  remedies,  andl 
apply  them.  They  are  various  in  themftrflves,  and  ufeful  ia 
various  degrees,  according  to  the  difference  of  circumftances : 
and  the  particulars  cannot  be  reckoned  up  here.  Only,  do  no-* 
thing  wicked  by  way  of  prevention  ;  for  fin  is  worfe  than  any 
temporal  fuffering.  Set  not  your  thoughts  wholly  on  guard- 
ing againft  one  danger  j  for  there  are  many :  nor  againft  them 
all ;  for  your  attention  ought  to  be  divided  amongft  the  feveral 
Unties  of  life,  that  none  may  be  neglefted.  Want  not  to  be 
&curer,  than  the  ftate,  in  which  we  live,  will  allow :  but  let 
it  fuffice  you,  that  the  world  is  governed  by  the  providence  of 
God.  Pray  to  him,  and  chearfully  put  your  interefts  into  hit 
tands,  and  all  will  end  well.  Se  not  afraid  of  fud^en  fear^mi 
khen  it  cohieth :  for  the  Lord  fhall  he  thy  confidence^  and  fbaU 
leep  thy  foot  from  being  taken  f.  ^efedr  of  the  wicked  Jbaii 
come  upon  him  :  but  the  defire  of  the  righteous  fhalt  he  grantedX* 
^e  fear  of  man  bringeth  a  fndre  ;  hut  whofo  putteth  his  tritfi 
in  the  Lord  fball  be  fafe  J . 

Thefe  aflurances  hold  good  iriore  efpecially  with  refpcft  to^ 
ine  fear,  that  of  death,  which  deferves  to  be  motioned  fepa*^ 
iatdy.  We  fiiould  always  live  in  the  thought  of  it :  but  many 
live  in  the  dread  alfo  ;  and  dread  it  on  occafions  where  there 
fa  not  even  the  fmalleft:  hazard  of  it.  And  forf<etiine§  their 
very  alarms,  fometimes  the  ufelef?  and  hurtfut  precautions,' 
ithich  they  take  in  confequence  of  them,  haften  it.-  Thefe 
things  are  evidently  in  a  high  degree  unwife :  and  a  moderate 
ufe  of  reafon^  one  fliould  think,  might  check  them.  But  be 
We  ever  fo  |)rudent,  it  will  come.  And  numbers  ^re  terrified 
with  the  great  pain,  which  they  fancy  it  muft  bring  with  it. 
But  this^  as  far  as  ever  we  have  room  to  judge  frnrtn  appear- 
inces,  is  quite  a  groundlefs  imagination  r  ^d  there  are  very 
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few  who  have  liot  undergone^  perhaps  mimy  times  oyer,  morQ  \ 
bodilj  fufferings  already,  than  they  will  in  the  hour  of  theiy  i 
diflblution.  Still,  were  death  to  etid  our  being,  the  view  of  i^  ' 
to  good  perfons  would  be  a  melancholy  one  indeed.  Bur,  Go4 
be  thanked,  our  Saviour  ye/us  Cbri/l  hatb  ahqli/hed  deaths  and 
krougbt  life  and  immortality  tb  light  through  the  go/pel*.  Im- 
penitent finners,  I  own,  inftead  of  comfort,  have  only  caufe 
from  hence  for  unfpeakably  worfe  terror.  And  ftrong  warn-, 
ings  of  it  are  kindly  given  them  in  holy  writ.  Be  not  afraid 
'of  theniy  that  kill .  the  hody^  and  after  that  have  no  more  t^^ht 
^  they  can  do.  But  I  will  forewarn  yon  whom  you  fhall  fear  : 
Fear  him^  whoy  after  he  hath  killed^  hath  power  to  cajl  into  hell: 
yeaj  I  fay  unto  you^  fear  him  f .  Nor  is  there,  in  thie  whole 
creation,  any  cure  for  this  fear,  but  repentance  and  faith,  and 
chriftian  obedience  to  God's  laws  :  and  thefe  are  a  perfedi  cure* 
For  our  blefled  redeemer  hath  condefcended  to  die,  tliat  they 
who  believe  in  him  and  keep  his  commandments  may  live  in. 
happinefs  for  ever :  or,  to  e^prefs  it  in  the  words  of  fcripture,^ 
thaty  through  deaths  he  might  deflroy  him^  that  had  the  power 
of  death  y  that  is^  the  devil ;  and  deliver  them^  who,  through  fear 
of  death,  were  all  their  life-time  fuhjeB  to  bondage  J. 

4»  The  laft  trial  of  our  patience,  of  which  I  propofed  to^ 
fpeak,  is  anger.  With  ourfelves  we  are  feldom  angry  enough,' 
when  we  do  amifs  :  and  yet  we  may  be  too  angry  at  oiir  own 
faults ^  as  well  as  too  much  grieved  for  them.  Of  this  latter 
excefs  I  treated  under  the  fecond  head  ;  and  the  obfervatibns 
^d  direftions,  there  laid  down,  may  without  difficulty  be  ap- 
plied here.  I  fliall  nov/,  therefore,  difcourfe  only  of  anger  a- 
gainll  others :  and  that  more  briefly,  becaufe  I  have  lately  treat- 
ed that  fubjeft  at  large.  Take  notice  then  of  the  following 
inotives  fpr  moderating  this  paffion.  Impatience  of  pain,  ex- 
cefs of  forrow  and  fear,  hjirt  only  or  chiefly  ourfelves,  with 
whom  we  have  the  heft  right  to  make  free ;  and  feldom  pro- 
voke any  one  elfe  to  do  us  harm  :  but  excefs  of  anger  injures 
others,  which  is  a  great  fin ;  and  excites  them  to  revenge, 
which  is  a  great  folly  in  us.  We  have  furely  failings 
and  fuflferings  enough  befides  ;  and  need  not  add  to  tliem'  thus. 
But  indeed,  without  looking  fo  far,  anger  in  its  very  nature,  is 
tormenting :  and,  when  immoderate  or  frequent,  fours  our  tem- 
pers, 
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pers,  imbltters  our  lives,  wears  out  our  frr.me,  lowers  our  cha- 
rader,  leflens  our  influence,  thwarts  our  in^erelts,  multiplies 
our  difEculties,  hurries  us  into  dangers,  even  of  our  lives,  in 
more  ways  than  one.  Plainly  therefore  we  are  concenied,  on 
many  accounts,  to  reflraln  it  within  the  limits  of  reafon  and 
religion,  by  every  method  in  our  power:  by  ferious  coufidera-. 
tions  of  duty  to  him,  who  requires  it  of.  us,  and  of  gratitude  to 
him,  who  is  fo  patient  and  long-fuffering  towards  us  ;  by  cul- 
tivating good- will  to  our  fellow-creature^,  by  reiiecling  on  the 
frailty  of  human  nature,  on  our  own  innumerable  frailties  and 
errors,  in  behaviour  to  others ;  which  we  doubtltfs  mufl  wifli 
to  have  gently  pafTed  over  by  them  ;  and  therefore  ought  to  be 
gentle  ourfelves.  We  fhould  endeavour  by  prudent  and  mild 
treatment  of  tliofe  with  whom  we  are  concerned,  by  difcreet 
iigilance  over  them,  by  friendly  inflru£lions  and  admonitions 
given  them,  to  prevent  their  a£l5ng  wrongly  by  us :  and,  if  they 
do,  notwithftanding,  we  fhould  confider  calr^dy,  and  without 
exaggeration,  the  degree  of  the  fault  committed,  hear  and  weigh 
their  defences  and  excufes,  make  ufe  of  cool  expoftulations  to 
convince  and  reform  them  ;  and  employ  others  in  this  good 
work,  who  may  be  more  likely  to  do  it  well  and  fuccefsfully, 
if  we  have  any  caufe  to  dlftruft  our  own  temper  or  weight. 
And  amongft  other  things  we  fhould  frequently  recolleft,  how 
happy  and  pleafed  with  ourfelves  we  have  been  afterwards, 
when  we  have  refifted  and  overcome  incitements  to  unreafon- 
able  rage,  and  how  miferable  and  full  of  fruitlefs  remorfes, 
when  we  have  yielded  to  them. 

But  befides  the  dire£lions  more  peculiarly  appropriated  to 
each  of  the  four  temptations  to  be  impatient,  which  I  have 
mentioned,  there  are  fome  fcarcely  touched  upon  yet,  which  in 
a  good  meafure  belong  to  them  all.  One  ig,  to  think  often 
how  poffible  at  is,  that  more  or  fewer  of  thefe  temptations  may 
fooner  or  later  come  to  our  fliare.  Were  we  indeed  to  ima- 
gine it  more  probable  than  it  is,  that  many  of  them  wcmld,  this, 
might  fink  our  fpirits,  and  weaken  our  flrength  ;  our  hearty 
failing  us  for  fear ^  and  for  looking  after  thofe  thingx^  which 
perhaps  are  not  coming  *.  But  previoufly  confidering  in  a 
liafonable  manner,  to  what  fort  of  accidents  we  are  liable,  will 
-  *  ■  .  -        guard 
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{ttard  Tis  sigamft  the  vain  imagination  of  being  exempt  fro^iv 
evil,  prevent  us  from  being  alaymed,  furprifed,  and  caft  dpwn 
hj  ity,  as  though  fqme  Jlrange  thing  happened  unto  us  %  an4  gra- 
dually reconcile  us  to  the  lot  of  hunaanitj  :  we  Ihall  be  readr 
and  prepared  for  whatever  may  fall  out  j  repoUedt  imlnediately, 
that  no  trial  hath  overtaken  us,  hut  fuch  as  is  common  to  menf^ 
and  rejfjl  all  emotions  of  immoderate  vehemence,  knoijiing  that 
the  fame  affii£tions  are  accotnpltjhed  in  our  brethren  that  are  in 
the  world  %•  Another  direftion  is,  that  under  a  long  conti- 
nuance of  pain  or  grief,  •  or  fear,  or  provpcations  to  anger,  if 
we  find  that  by  the  mere  ufe  of  arguments  from  prudence,  vir- 
tue, <>r  religion,  we  cannot  get  the  better  of  them,  but  are  io 
danger  of  being  overcome ;  we  lliould  try  the  effeft  of  turn^ 
ing  our  attention  from  them  for  the  prefent,  as  well  as  we  are 
able,  to  biher  fubje&s  :  undoubtedly  to  the  beft  and  moft  va- 
luable that  we  can  \  but  to  any,  that  are  innocent,  rather  than^ 
grow  fretful  or  defpond.  Only  we  muft  never  take  refuge 
in  trifles  out  of  choice  j  but  9onfider  it  as  a  mark  of  weaknefs, 
wid  caufe  of  fhame,  that  we  are  driven  to  them  :  and  we  mui^ 
beware,  that;  they  never  banlfh  pious  and  ferious  thoughts  out^ 
iof  our  minds,  or  depreciate  them  in  our  efteem. 

Every  one  of  thefe  rules,  I  iruft,  may  afEfl  tis,  more  or  lefe, 
to  run  with  patience  the  race  that  is  fet  before  »j  J,  as  the 
apoftle  exhorts.  But  the  great  afliftance  will  be  what  in  the 
next  words  he  diredts,  Looking  unto  yefusj  the  author;  and, 
fimfher  ofonrfaiih^  who^  for  the  joy  that  was  fet  before  hirUy 
endured  thg  crofs-^—and  is  fet  down  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
throne  of  God^.  His  firft  difciples  were  enabled  to  beai? 
pain,  forrow,  fear,  provocation,  each  of  them  in  the  higlieft, 
degree,  from  their  cruel  perfecutors,  by  ^eonfidering  him^  thali^^ 
endured  fuch  contradiB  ion  of  finnersy  tefl  theyfhoutd  Bi  wea^ 
ried  and  faint  in  their  minds  *\  Well  then  mav  we,  who 
have  fo  much  lefs  t;o  undergo,  pof/efs  our  fauU  m  patienct 
amidft  it  all.  Indeed,  without  patience  we  cannot,  in  the 
loweft  fenfe ;  pof/efs  our  fouls  p^  be  mailers  of  ourfelves,  and 
enjoy  even  in  the  prefent  being,  which  God  hath  given  us  ; 
the  beft  things  will  be  taftelefs,  moft  things  *bitter ;  we  fliall 
tprment  ourfelves,  and  repine  againft  him.  But  if  we  watch 
over  our  hearts,    and  apply  to  God,  he  wUl^rejigthen  us  with 

all, 
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all  might  attoriing  to  bis  glorious  power^  unto  all  patience 
and  long  fuffering  with  joyfulnefs  *  :  T*ribulation  will  work 
patience i  and  patience^  experience ;.  and  experience^  hope; 
and  hope  will  not  make  us  ajhamed\.  For  not  only  fliall  we 
polTefs  our  fouls  in  comfort  here,  but  if,  as  St.  James  enjoins, 
we  let  patience  have  her  perfeB  work  J,  wc  fliall  fccure  the 
pofleflion  of  endlefs  felicity  hereafter.  For  God  will  give  to 
tbemy  who  by  patient  continuance  in  welUdoing  feek  for  glory ^ 
and  honour^  and  immortality ^  eternal  life  }.  Therefore,  ha^ 
ving  heard  the  Wordy  keep  itj  and  bring  forth  fruit  with  pa^' 
tience  ^ :  and  the  Lord  direH  your  hearts  into  the  love  of 
Cod  and  the  patiint  waiting  for  Chrijl  *♦.  For  ye  have  need, 
of  patience^  that  after  ye  have  done  the  will  of  God^  y$  may  re» 
ceiv^.  the  promife  ft  • 

•  CoL  i   II .  t  R«n«  ▼•  3»  4»  ^  \  Jam  l  4- 
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'^■^ybave  learned^   in  whatfoivtr  Jiate  I  atih,    therewith  to  he 
^  .  i;ontent* 

■YOU  have  lately  been  exhorted  tp  the  duty  of  patience  : 
which  confifts  in  bearing  well  fuch  things,  as  immediately 
and.neceflarily  give  uneafinefs':  and  now  I  proceed  to  that  of 
contentment  /  under  fuch,  as  diflurb  us  only  on  refleAion 
and  comparifon.  One  fliould  think,  that  they  who  need  not 
fufFer  any  thing,  would  not ;  yet  very  often  fuch,  as  feel  no 
pofitive  evi],  that  is  worth  naming,  are  very  far  from  being 
at  eafe.  Multitudes  are  diflatisfied,  tind  fome  extremely  mi- 
ferablc,  with  very  little  other  caufe  for  it,  than  the  unreafona- 
ble  workings  of  their  own  minds.  Inftead  of  contriving  to 
be  as  happy  as  they  can  in  their  condition,  which  is  plainly 
the  wife  part,  they  fet  themfelvts  to  find  out,  why  they 
fliould  be  wretched  in  it,  and  accordingly  become  fo.  Were 
they  only  to  defire  with  moderation  any  proper  good  thing, 
which  they  have  not,  or  endeavour  with  moderation  to  ob- 
tain it,  this  would  be  always  void  of  blame,  often  worthy  of 
praife :  they  would  be  pleafed,  perhaps  improved  alfo,  if  they 
fucceeded ;  and  compofed,  though  they  failed.  But  vaia 
man  extends  his  wilhes  and  his  claims  far  beyond  thefe 
bounds :  and  will  enjoy  no  peace  within,  becaufe  he  is  not, 
in  this  or  that  refpeft,  what  he  might  have  been,  or  what^ 
others  arc. 

But  Tuppofc  he  were  all  that  he  wiihes,  how  doth  he  know^ 
that  he  fliould  not  quickly  wifli  for  more,  with  the  fame  tor- 
menting eagemefs,  or  that  his  wiflies  would  ever  end  ?  For 
there  would  be  jull  the  fame  ground  for  new  ones.  His  com^ 
plaint  .at  prefent  is,  not  that  he  pofitively  fuffers  any  thing, 

but 
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but  that  he  wants  fomething.  Now  fomething  is,  and  muff 
be  always  wanting  to  finite  beings,  be  they  raifed  ever  fo 
high :  eUe  they  would  be  infinite.  The  fallen  angels  were 
unfpeakably  above  human  rankj  yet  they  felt  a  deficiency, 
and  abfurdly  repined  at  it :  Heaven  was  not  good  enough  for 
them,  and  fo  they  were  call  down  to  hell.  Men  imagine, 
that  were  they  but  in  fuch  or  fuch  a  ftate,  they  fliould  never 
be  tempted  to  think  of  any  thing  more.  But  this  is  only  a 
fign,  that  they  do  not  know  themfclves.  In  proportion  as 
their  fituatidn  was  raifed,  their  profpeft  would  be  enlarged : 
and  they  would  long  to  be  mailers  of  all  within  their  view. 
Succefs  would  encourage  them  to  hope  for  greater  fuccefs  yet: 
and  befides,  they  would  be  difappointed  in  the  felicity  they 
promifed  themfelves  from  what  they  have  got  j  but  in-" 
Head  of  learning  from  thence,  in  what  real  felicity  lies,  would 
•go  on  to  feek  for  it  in  fomething  elfe  :  and  be  at  leafl  as  re- 
mote from  it  as  th,ey  were  before.  We  fee  this  perpetually, 
or  with  the  fmallell  attention  may  fee  it,  in  the  cafe  of  o- 
thers  :  and  it  is  aftonilhihg  partiality,  that  we  we  cannot  be- 
lieve it  would  be  our  own.  Nay,  perhaps  we  fee  it  is  oxxt 
own  cafe,  as  far  as  we  have  advanced  hitherto :  and  yet  are 
weak  enough  to  imagine  it  would  be  quite  otherwife,  could 
we  but  advance  a  few  fteps  more :  whereas  in  truth,  he  that 
is  uneafy  merely  becaufe  he  hath  not  all  he  would,  never  will 
be  eafy  till  he  grows  wifer. 

Happily  we  none  of  us  difquiet  ourfelves,  about  every 
thing  that  we  have  not.^  If  we  did,  how  blameable  and  how 
pitiable  fliould  we  be  !  We  all  know  numbers  of  things,  that 
we  fliould  be  very  glad  of,  and  yet  can  bear  the  want  of  them 
very  well :  and  why  not  the  want  of  others  as  well  ?  What 
is  impoffible,  it  would  be  madnefs  to  covet.  What  we  can- 
not obtain,  is  the  fame  in  relation  to  us,  as  if  it  were  impoffi- 
ble in  itfiilf.  Therefore  we  fliould  never  think  of  it.  And 
what  is  very  unlikely  to  be  got,  fliould  fcarcely  be  more 
minded,  than  if  we  knew  that  abfolutely  we  could  tlot  get 
it.  But  you  will  fay,  how  fliall  we  put  thefe  things  out  of 
our  minds  ?  Turn  them  to  fomething  elfe.  RecoUeA  the  com- 
forts that  you  have,  and  rejoice  in  them.  All  of  us  have 
many  fuch.  Realbnably  good  health,  wholefome  food  and 
refrelhing  flecp,  a  provifion  of  the  other  necefiaries  of  life, 
a  fliare  pf  its  conveniences,  acquaintance  that  are  agreeaUd 
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to  us,,  friends  that  wi£b  us  well^  axid,  upon  occaiion,.  would 
Ihew  it,  opportunities  of  eafy  and  chearful  converfation,  the 
good  opinion  and  efteem  of  thofe  about  us,  the  very  fight  of 
the  fun  and  the  view  of  the  face  of  nature,  are  things,  every 
one  of  them  defigned  $ind  fitted  to  give  us  pleafure^  if  we 
would  hut  be  fo  kind  to  purfelves  as  to  take  it.  ConfciDuibelsy 
that  through  the  grace  of-  God's  holy  fpirit  we  mean,  and  on 
the  whole  behave  well,  perfuafion  that,  through  the  merits  of 
his  blefied  Son,  we  are  interefted  in  his  favoui;,  hopes  that  his 
fatherly  providence  will  watch  over  us  here,  and  ^his  goodnefs 
make  us  perfedly  happy  hereafter,  thefe  are  blefiSings  of  a 
higher  order,  which  we  all  may  have  ;  and  as  no  one  ought 
to  be,  or  with  reafon  can  be,  content  without  them,  fo  every 
one  furely  may  well  be  content  with  them  ;  and  think  him'* 
felf  enough  diftinguifhed  by  fuch  mercies,  let  him  have  ever 
fo  few  advantages  befides.  And  we  fliould  accuftom  ourfelvea 
to  look,  more  than  we  do,  on  the  bright  j(ide  of  our  condition^ 
not  in  order  to  grow  vain  and  contemptuous  upon  it,  which 
is  the -common  ufe  that  is  made  of  contemplating  it,  but  to 
4gnjoy  it  with  humbly  complacency.  We  fliould  place  a  juft 
value  on  ^U  our  greater  comforts  :  an4  fetch  out  of  the  very 
leaft  as  much  as  they  will  afford  us.  Applying  our  minds  to 
become  eafy  ^d  fatisfied  is  evidently  right :  but  why  fliould 
we  reafon  ourfelves  into  being  miferable,  and  refolve  not  to 
be  the  better  for  any  thing,  becaufe  we  have  not  this  or  that  ? 

Perhaps  indeed  you  will  ^pw,  that  grieving  merely  Vecauf?, 
you  ^re  not  ppfleffed  of  things,  that  are  plainly  abovf  you,  iai 
very  blameable  ;  and  will  .all^dge,  that  you  are  not  guilty  of 
-  it ;  that  ^OM  are  willipg  to  b?  inferior  both  t^  what  you  might 
have  been,  and  to  what  mainy  others  ai^e.  But  ftill  yo\i  wilt 
plead,  that  fuch  and  fuch  have  no  title  to  pre-eminence  over 
you,  or  even  equality  with  ypu :  yet  they  have  obtained  it^ 
and  that  you  cannot  be^ir.  Now  confider  }  thefe  very  pcrfons^ 
who  give  you  diffatisfaaioii  and  envy,  if  you  kne"vv  all,  yovv 
might  fee  caufe  to  pity.  You  know  not  how  little  delight 
they  may  havfc  in  all  their  feeming  advantages  ;  or  what  fuf- 
ferings  they  may  on  one  account  or  another  undergo  ;  nay, 
how  dearly  they  may  pay  for  wh^t  you  iniagine  to  be  a  prin- 
cipal pjitt  of  their  felicity.  For  ufually  there  are  great  de- 
^uftiOQs  to  be  mgde  from  all  appearances  of  profperitys 
^n^pngll  naenj  a;i4  oft^Ji.th^y>  whufe  Qut^]:ai(J  |hcw  is  moft 
'       *  '  admired 
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admired,  are  the  moil  wretched  within.'  Indeed,  though 
doubdefs  there  are  many,  with  ^tvhom  you  would  wiih  to 
change  foihe  things,  there  are  few^  if  any,  with  whom  you 
would  cx>nfent  to  an  entire  change  ^  and  take  their  perfon, 
their  age,  their  health,  their  temper,  their  fituation,  their 
employment,  their  connections,  their  vexations,  their  hazards, 
their  circutaitances  of  all  kinds,  for  yours.  And  if  you  fcarce 
know,  with  whofe  condition,  upon  the  whole,  you  would  be 
better  pleafed ;  why  are  you  npt  pleafed  wfth  your  own  ?  For 
farely,  it  would  he  too  unrealbnable  to  defire,  chat  you  ihould 
pick  and  chufe  from  each  only  what  you  like,  and  unite  it  all 
in  yourfelf . 

But  further,  your  condition  is  juft  what  it  is,  let  that  of 
pthers  be  what  it  will :  fuppoiing  they  enjoy  more,  or  fuffer 
leis,  than  you  ;  ftill  your  enjojinents  and  fuflerings  are  juft 
the  fame,  as  if  this  were  quite  the  reverfe.  And  why  do  you 
fct  yourfelf  to  think  the  contrary,  and  difquiet  yourfelf  with 
a  falfe  imagination  ?  There  will,  and  there  muft  be  inequiili- 
ties  in  the  world.  Nothing  can  prevent  it,  but  continual 
piracies  :  and  if  it  were  prevented  and  we  were  all  on  a  level, 
we  ihould  probably,  on  the  whole,  have  great  caufe  to  be  foriy. 
Think  then  :  why  is  it  harder,  that  you  flioidd  be  inferior  to  o- 
thers,  than  that  they  Ihould  be  inferior  to  yon  ?  Would  your 
ftate  be  ever  the  better,  if  theirs  were  made  worfe  ?  Would 
you  wiih  theirs  to  be  worfe,  that  you  might  have  com- 
fort in  the  comparifon:  If  you  would,  yours  is  already  much 
better  than  you  deferve.  Impatience  and  excelHve  agitation^ 
under  great  pain,  forrow,  fear,  provocation,  is  at  fome  times, 
and  in  fome  degree,  hardly  poiEble  to  be  avoided,  and  there- 
fore excujTable.  But  the  difcontent  of  thofe,  who  have  ^no 
fuch  evils  to  complain  of,  is  of  their  own  choice :  they  might 
be  eafy  if  they  would.  And  refolTing  not  to  be  fo,  becaufe 
they  imagine  others  are  more  £b  than  they,  is  not  only  unrea- 
fonablenefs,  but  ill-will  and  malice.  The  torment,  which 
they  feel,  is  a  guilty  one  :  it  puniihes  them  juilly  here  ;  and 
they  will  be  liable,  for  indulging  fo  unchriilian,  fo  inhuman, 
a  temper,  inilcad  of  rejoicing  with  them  that  rejoice  *,  to  far 
feverer  punilhments  hei*eafter. 

But  yQu   will  f?y  perhaps,    that  your  inferiority  in  this  or 

tliat 
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that  particular  makes  you  defpifed :  and  who  can  bear  con- 
tempt ?  But  indeed  fcarce  any  one  is  defpifed  for  being  what 
he  is,  and  cannot  help  being,  but  only  for  afFefting  to  be 
what  he  Ihould  not  or  cannot  be.  The  loweft  in  all  refpefts 
may  be  ufeful ;  and  if  they  behave  properly,  will  be  valued 
according  to  their  ufefulnefs.  At  leaft  they  can  never  deferve 
contempt :  and  the  confcioufnefs  that  they  do  hot,  will  enable 
them  to  flight  %nd  overlook  the  little  they  may  meet  with  : 
and  indeed  often  to  defpife  thofe  who  defpife  them.  For 
worldly  advantages  only  ferve  to  leffen  the  efteem  of  fuch  as 
ufe  them  ill :  and  fome  of  the  greateft,  and,  in  their  own  and 
the  vulgar  opinion,  the  moft  acccompliflied,  are  often  the 
fartheft  of  all  people  from  being  truly  refpedlable. 

But  probably  you  will  plead  further,  that  the  perfons^ 
who  excite  your  diflatisfaftion,  are  vicious,  or  at  leaft  unwor- 
thy of  their  pre-eminences :  and  they  will  do  harm  with 
them,  or  however,  little  or  no  good.  Now,  in  all  likelihood 
you  think  them  worfe,  or  lefs  worthy  than  they  are:  they 
may  have  good  qualities  with  their  faults,  though  you  are 
unwilling  to  fee  them;  and  you  certainly  have  faults  with 
your  gdod  qualities,  though  you  are  defirous  to  overlook 
them :  and  how  much  better  you  are  upon  the  whole  than 
they,  it  may  perhaps  be  neither  eafy  nor  fafe  for  you  to 
judge.  But  be  they  ever  fo  bad,  providence  may  over-rule 
them,  and  keep  them  from  executing  their  bad  purpofes,  or 
may  ufe  them  for  its  inftruments,  to  correct  the  faults  of  o- 
thers,  that  are  as  bad,  or  exercife  the  virtues  of  others,  who 
,  are  much  better  ;  pofTibly  to  correfl:  and  exercife  you.  There- 
fore do  not  fail  under  the  trial.  But  is  this  fear  of  their 
doing  harm  the  real  motive  of  your  difcontent,  or  only  an 
excufe  for  it  to  others  and  yourfelf  ? 

You  will  probably  reply,  that  ho'syever  that  be,  had  you 
had  fuch  and  fuch  advantages,  which  you  have  not,  you  would 
)iave  done  a  great  deal  of  good.  But  perhaps  others  will  do  it  "^ 
in  ydur  ftead :  and  you  may  if  you  will,  and  you  certainly 
fliould,  take  pleafure  in  it,  by  whomfoever  done,  and  not  re- 
pine at  it.  But  it  may  be  you  would  not  have  been  able  to 
do  the  good  you  fancy,  and  would  only  have  brought  difquiet 
on  yourfelf  by  attempting  it.  Nay,  it,  may  be,  you  woidd 
not  have  attempted  it :  for  difference  of  circumft fences  makes 
a  great  ^iiSCttcnce  in  the  ways  cf  thinking  of  the  fanjc  perfons; 

and 
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aad  we  often  do  not  prove  to  be  what  we  t\\\Xj   imagined  we 
fiiould. 

Still,  at  leaft,  you  will  fay,  what  you  wilh  for  would  make 
you  very  happy ;  and  therefore  you  regret  the  want  of  it.  But 
regret  it  as  little  as  pofUble,  and  be  as  happy  as  you  can  with-  . 
oat  it.  Perhaps  you  would  be  fcarcely,  perhaps  not  at  all« 
kappier  than  you  are.  Multitudes  find  this  to  be  true  every 
day :  they  obtain  what  they  defire ;  and  very  foftn  after,  if  not 
inftantly,  perceive  that  their  condition  is  never  the  better  for 
it.  But  they  are  thought  happy,  you  will  fay,  and  admired 
or  envied  :  and  that  alone  is  a  deiirable  thing.  Now  furely  it 
is  very  poor  comfort,  indeed  it  is  rather  an  aggravation  of  for* 
low,  when  we  feel  our  condition  wretched  or  inlipid,  to  have  it 
thought  joyful  and  deiirable :  to  be  congratulated  on  oar  fita- 
ation,  when  we  know  it  is  a  fubje£i:  of  condolence ;  and  fo  to 
have  pity  from  none,  but  the  ill  will  of  many,  to  load  us  with 
more  uneafinefs,  when  we  inwardly  groan  under  too  much  al- 
ready. The  wife  king  faith,  Wrath  is  cruel^  and  anger  is  out- 
rageous  :  but  who  canftand  before  envy^'i  Our  defire  of  pro- 
ducing it  in  others  is  immoral ;  for  it  is  a  deiire  of  giving  them 
pain:  and  the  imprudence  fiilly  equals  the  guilt.  For  all 
pre-eminences,  efpeciaUy  when  accompanied  with  oftentatioa 
of  them,  or  too  vifible  complacence  in  them,  to  which  all  who 
have  them  are  extremely  fubjeft,  ftir  up  malignity  in  the  ob- 
fervers  of  them :  who  often  find  means  to  i^akc  thofe  very  mi- 
ferable,  whom  they  would  have  let  alone,  and  fuffcred  to  go 
on  quietly,  if  they  had  not  been  provoked  by  thinking  them 
over-happy. 

But  fuppofing  the  advantages,  which  you  pine  for,  what- 
ever they  be,  would  raife  no  malice  againft  you,  but  only  ad- 
miration of  you  :  how  often  hath  that,  nay  even  the  fliadow  of 
it,  mere  flattery,  made  pcrfons  vain  and  indifcreet,  mifled  them 
into  great  errors,  and  plunged  them  into  grievous  mifery  ! 

Indeed,  without  either^  all  forts  of  fuperiority  carry  their 
dangers  along  with  them.  If  you  were  placed  in  a  higher  fta- 
tion,  perhaps  you  would  be  at  a  lofs  how  to  behave  in  it ;  for 
there  are  many  difficulties  in  all  fuch  ;  you  would  be  found  by 
others,  you  would  find  yourfelf,  in  one  refpeft  or  another,  un- 
<^ual  to  it ;  or  if  not,  it  might  tempt  you  to  pride  and  abufe 
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rf power.  If  you  were  poillbfldd  of  great  wealth,  it  might  lead 
you,  for  it  hath  led  many,  either  to  endlefs  defires  of  ftill  more  \ 
or  to  expeniivenefs  and  thoughtlefs  extravagauce,  that  would 
end  in  diftrefs  ;  qr  to  fenfu^ity  and  vicious  indulgences,  or  to 
contemptible  indolence  and  ufelefihefs.  Ac^ofupliibments  of 
perfon  expofe  die  poflefibrs  of  them  to  immoderate  fclf-efteem, 
to  negiedl  of  ufeful  attainments,  to  diffipation  of  their  time,  of^ 
ten  in  the  unfitted  company,  to  improper  freedoms,  to  great 
hazards  of  their  reputatioci  and  their  innpcence.  Health  and 
ftrength  encourage  men  to  venture  upon  irregularities,  that 
prove  ruinous  to  both,  and  to  their  fortunes  at  the  fame  time  ;, 
whilft  they,  whom  infirmity  obliges  to  be  careful,  prolong  their 
days  in  comfort.  Strength  of  genius,  and  extent  of  know* 
ledge,  often  bewilder  perfons  in  fruitlefs  refearches,  or  prompt? 
them  to  dangerous  and  hurtful  fingularities  of  opinion  :  Quick--^ 
nefs  of  parts,  and  agreeablenefs  in  converfation,  frequently  be- 
tray them  into  grievous  imprudences  of  various  kinds,  contra- 
xy  to  their  own  intereft,  to  the  peace  of  thofc  around  them,  to 
piety,  morals,  and  common  decency. 

But  whatever  may  happen  to  others,  you  think  you  fiiouldv 
enjoy  all  the  benefits  of  thefe  pre-eminences,  and  avoid  aU  the 
evils  incident  to  then^.  But  why  do  you  think  fo  ?  You  are 
ynS,  of  the  fame  naake  with  the  reft  of  mankind^  and  liable  t«» 
all  their  frailties.  Your  confidence  in  yourfelf  is  a.  mark,  not 
of  ability,  but  of  weaknefs  and  ignorance  in  a  point  of  thet 
greateft  confequence.  If  you  were  but  humbler,  you  woul<^ 
be  much  fafer :  and  one  material  ^fource  of  fafety  would  be 
content.  For  difcontent  brings  people  into  mifchiefs  innume- 
rable. It  is  a  painful  ffate  in  itfelf :  preys  upon  the  fpirits, 
deadens  the  fenfe  of  every  enjoyment  in  life,  fours  the  temper, 
and  produces  .great,  wickednefs,  as  well  as  mifery. 

Difpleafure  with  their  own  condition  tfempts  many  to  aim 
at  bettering  it  unlawfully,  by  force  or  fraud:  and  dreadful 
muft  the  uneafinefs  be,  which  can  drive  them  to  a  method  of 
relief,  fo  evidently  criminal.  For  however  fome  may  pretend 
they  cannot  fee  what  right  others  have  to  enjoy  fo  much  more 
of  the  world  than  themfelves  ;  yet  let  but  any  one,  who  hath 
lefs  enjoyment  of  it,  apply  this'reafoning  to  them,  and  aft  up- 
on it,  then  they  can  perceive  exceeding  plainly,  that  his  diilikd 
of  his  own  circumftances  in  any  refpeft,  is  no  manner  of  rea- 
fon,  or  excufe,  for  his  ufing  other  than  honeft  means  to  mend 
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them.  ]?or  why  fiiould  their  property,  their  chiraftef,  their 
quiet,  fufFer,  becaufe  he  is  uneafy  ?  And  yet,  what  dreadful 
havock  is  there  often  made  of  all  thefe  from  no  better  a  mo*- 
tive  !  The  kings  and  princes  of  the  earth  ravage  nations,  mur- 
der and  diitrefs  millions  ;  the  powerful  and  wealthy,  of  lower 
degree,  opprefs  arid  injure  their  fellow-creatures  in  more  ways, 
than  can  be  reckoned  up,  merely  to  obtain  advantages,  perhaps 
to  which  they  have  no  title,  certainly  which  they  of  all  mien 
lead  need,,  folely  becaufe  they  cannot  reft  without  them ;  though 
^t  the  fame  time  they  have  no  fatisfaftion,  worth  nanirng,  from 
them.  And  in  lower  life,  what  numbers  arc  there,  who  dif*. 
turb  their  neighbours,  to  a  great  extent  fometimes,  and  put 
things  in  a  ferment  all  around  them,  only  to  carry  fome  point, 
which  pofEbly  they  ought  not  to  carry,  or  which  is  of  little  ufe 
to  them  ;  nay,  it  may  be,  only  to  grieve  fome  innocent  objeft 
of  their  refentment,  or  to  find  any  employment,  rather  than 
none,  which  may  divert  for  a  time,  the  inward  chagrin  that 
devours  them  I  So  baneful  are  the  fruits  of  difcontent. 

But  when  it  is  not  carried  fo  far.  It  is  often  very  blameable  : 
as  when  it  incites  men  to  importune  and  teixe  others  for  fa- 
vours, to  which  they  have  no  fufficient  pretenfions ;  which  is 
giving  them  trouble,  fometimes  a  great  deal,  without  any  right 
to  do  it.  And  then  the  next  ftep  ufually  is,  complaining,  and 
being  angry,  and  wanting  to  be  revenged  on  fuch,  as  have  not 
done  every  thing  for  us  that  we  wanted ;  thcHigh  poffibly  they 
have  done  more  than  we  care  to  own ;  or  they  know  or  find 
they  cannot  do  what  we  wifli,  or  are  no  way  obliged  to  it,  of 
have  obligations  to  the  contrary ;  as  they  eafily  may,  of  more 
kinds  than  one. 

Bat  even  fuppofing  we  ftrive  to  keep  our  difcontent  to  our- 
felves,  yet  If  it  rife  within  us  to  tzivj  againft  others,  this  is  a 
great  fin.  Barely  indeed  feeling  our  own  difad vantages  or  dif- 
appointments,  the  more  ftrongly  on  the  view  of  another  per- 
fon's  pre-eminence  or  fuccefs,  is  hardly  avoidable,  and  may  bo 
nearly  or  quite  innocent.  Wilhing  our  own  condition  were  as 
good,  as  we  take  his  to  be,  is  not  wifhing  ill  to  him,  but  only 
well  to  purfelves.  But  if  we  grieve,  not  that  we  do  not  enjoy 
what  we  would,  but  that  he  doth  ;  or  fecretly  rejoice  in  the 
fight,  or  the  thought  of  any  misfortune,  that  may  bring  him 
down  lower  and  nearer  to  us  :  not  only  we  fliall  be  tempted  to 
do  iU,  if  we  can,  to  one  whom  we  wifli  iU  to  j  but  the  vdfli  it- 
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felf  is  malice,  unprovoked  by  any  injury,  (for  his  fupcriority 
to  us  is  no  injury  ;)  the  diredlly  contrary  difpofition  to  that 
love  and  good  will,  which  is,  under  all  provocations,  the  great 
precept  bf  humanity  and  of  the  gofpel. 

Nay  farther,  thougji  we  feel  no  malevolence  at  all  againfl; 
any  one  elfe,  yet  if  th^  comparative  diiadvantages  of  ou;:  con- 
dition fill  us"  with  emotion  and  inward  agitation,  we  are  ftill  in 
a  wrong  ftate  of  mind.  It  may  feem  perhaps,  that  our  defire  of 
any  thing,  apprehended  to  t>e  good,  mvift  te  ftrong,  in  propor- 
tion as  we  apprehend  it  to  be  a  great  good.  But  in  reality, 
vje  have  no  defire  at  all  for  things  that  are  quite  above  us  ;■ 
partly,  to  be  fure,  becaufe  we  have  no  diftin£t  notions  of.  them  \ 
but  partly  alfo,  becaufe  we  look  on  them  as  not  belonging  to 
us.  Now  would  we  but  confider  whatever  we  certainly' cannot 
have,  in  the  fame  light,  and  whatever  we  probably  cannot 
have,  in  nearly  the  fame,  it  would  fave  us  great  uneafinefs  and 
guilt.  The  condition  of  many,  who  are  much  difcontented  a- 
bout  it, -is  in  truth  almoft  as  good  as  this  world  admits ;  for  it 
doth  not  admit  any  high  happinefs  :  and  what  can  they  get 
then  by  difquieting  themfelves  that  it  is  not  better  ?  TVfoderate 
dcfires  will  excite  reafonable  endeavours  to  mend  it,  if  there 
appears  room  :  and  immoderate  ones  will  only  add  vexation. 
Sometimes  the  vehemence  of  our  purfuit  is  the  very  caufe  that 
we  mifs  our  aim.  And  were  it  always  the  ,likeli^ft  way  to 
'fuccffs,  j^  when  difappcintments  happen,  as  they  will  fre- 
cucntly  happen,  it  mult  aggravate  the  forrow  of  them  very 
greatly.  Nay,  mere  delays  may  give  c^ger  fpirits  much  more 
pain  before  they  attain  their  ends,  than  the  attainment  will  e-  • 
ver  give  ihem  pleafure  afterwards.  For  every  one  experiences 
what  jQt  no  one  will  believe,  againll  the  neait  time,  that  the 
largeli  increafe  of  worldly  advantages  is  commonly  little  or  no 
increafe,  but  often  a  diminution^  of  felf-enjojinent :  though  in- 
deed were  this  otherwife,  bringing  down  our  wiflies  to  reafon 
is  fo  much  xS\g  furerand  m.ore  pradicable  method  of  being  eafy^ 
than  bringing  every  thing  to  yield  to  our  wiflies,  that  it  fcarce 
needs  the  further  recommendation  of  being  the  more  virtuous 
method  alfo.      " 

Still,  payirg  feme  attention  to  our  v^orldly  interefts,  is  a  re^ 
quifite  part  of  Vifc'om :  and  it  may  be  very  blameable,  not  to 
ftretch  out  our  hand  and  take  what  providence  ofiers.  But  to 
covet  with  ear\icllnefs,  and  purfue  v/ith  impetuofity,  an  objeS 
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that  feems  to  fly  from  us,  when  God  alone  knows  what  it  may 
prove,  if  we  ihould  overtake  it,  is  generally,  if  not  univerfally^ 
prefumptuous  and  rafli.  Yet  this  is  the  courfe  that  we  com- 
monly take.  Whatever  v\rc  fee  others  follow,  we  follow  too, 
jttft  as  faft,  without  aiking  ourfelvcs  why  ;  encourage  our  wild 
fancies,  inftead  of  checking  them ;  fill  our  hearts  with  imagi- 
nary wants,  and  become  ^s  eager  for  multitudes  of  things  one 
after  another,  all  which  we  might  do  very  well  without,  as  if 
the  whole  felicity  of  our  being  confifted  in  them.  If  men  al- 
low themfelves  in  fuch  behaviour,  all  that  fuccefs  can  do  for 
tnetn,  is  to  engage  them  ftill  deeper  in  tl^e  fame  folly.  For 
thefe  cravings  have  no  end,  and  therefofe  Hiould  be  curbed  and 
quieted  in  the  beginning. 

But  though  men  are  not  vehemently  agitated  by  difcontent, 
yet  if  they  are  dejefted  and  funk  by  it,  mourn  over  the  difad- 
vantages  of  their  condition,  and  live  in  a  ftate  of  affliftion,  be 
it  ever  fo  calm  affliction,  on  account  of  them,  even  this  is  by  no 
means  right.  It  may  indeed  fometimes  be  in  a  great  meafure, 
mere  bodily  dlfeafe  :  or  it  may,  wlien  the  degree  of  it  is  low, 
be  the  fault  of  one,  who  is,  on  the  whole,  virtuous  and  good. 
But  ftili  it  (hews  an  undue  attachment  to  this  world,  yet  unfits 
perfons  at  the  fame  time  both  for  the  comforts  to  be  enjoyed, 
and  the  duties  to  be  done  in  it.  If  indulged  to  any  confiderable 
length,  it  may  diforder  not  only  the  temper,  but  the  underftand- 
ing.  And  to  ilrange  lengths  it  fometimes  runs  in  people,  of 
whom  one  muft  think,  that  if  they  have  caufe  to  lament,  it  is 
hard  to  fay,  who  hath  caufe  to  be  fatisficd. 

Or  fuppofe  the  various  difadvantages  of  men  to  be  as  great 
as  they  think  them ;  yet  happinefs  doth  not  arife  from  out- 
ward circumftances,  or  the  accomplifhments  ufually  admired : 
elfe  how  unfpeakably  happy  would  the  rich  and  great,  the 
learned  and  ingenious,  the  beautiful  and  gay  be,  who  all,  at 
times,  confeis  themfelves  to  be  far  from  it ;  and  how  miferable 
the  reft  of  mankind,  who,  God  be  thanked,  relifti  their  being 
very  comfortably  !  Every  ftate  hath  not  only  its  inconvenien- 
ces, but  its  confolations*:  and  the  difcontented  would  fee  this, 
if  they  did  not  perverfely  look  folely  at  the  former  in  their 
own  cafe,  and  the  latter  in  that  of  others  :  magnify  what 
they  themfelves  want,  and  under- rate  what  they  have ;  over- 
value what  their  neighbours  enjoy,  and  forget  to  make  allow- 
ance for^  what  perhaps  they  fufFer.     We  know  the  worft  of 
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the  condition  we  are  in :  but  what  evils,  belong  to  that  which 
we  wiih  to  be  in,  we  know  not.  Befides,  everj  one  cannot 
have  every  thing,  that  he  defires  :  and  where  is  the  greater 
hardfhip,  that  we  ihould  fail  of  it,  than  that  others  ihould  ? 
Many  appear  or  fucceed  better,  it  may  be :  but  inanj  alfo  hot 
near  fo  well.  Would  they  have  caufe  to  be  wretched,  were 
they  in  our  circumftances  ?     If  not,  why  have  we  ? 

But  further  yet :  perhaps  our  difadvantages  proceed  from 
,  ourfelves ;  poilibly  it  is  our  virtue  and  our  honour  that  keeps 
lis  back  from  what  we  long  for :  and  furely,  the  poffeflion  of 
good  qualities  ought  to  give  us  more  pleafure,  than  any  difap- 
pointments  owing  to  them  Ihould  give  us  pain.  Or  poffibly 
ibme  fault  of  ours  produces  what  we  complain  of :  our  negli- 
gence or  expenfivenefs  brings  us  into  ftraits,  our  imprudences 
create  us  difficulties,  our  ill  temper  makes  things  yneafy  round 
us,  our  irregularities  impair  our  health  and  fpirits  :  corredl 
thefe  errors,  inllead  of  repining  at  their  confequences,  and  all 
will  be-  well, 

It  may  be  you  will  fay  indeed,  that  you  have  endeavoured 
to  corre6l  your  faults,  but  without  fuccefs  5  and  your  chief  dif- 
content  is^  at  yourfelves.  Now  if  this  be  really  your  cafe,  it  is 
a  very  uncommon  one,  Many  are  diflatisfied  with  other  per-? 
fons  and  things,  fome  with  almoft  all  about  them ;  but  few 
with  their  own  temper  and  conduft,  Such  as  really  take  pains 
to  amend  it,  defence  great  efteem ;  and,  when  they  find  the 
work  peculiarly  difficult,  as  they  often  may,  cfpccially  after 
long  indulgence,  great  pity  likewife.  But  though  they  ihould 
never  be  fo  far  contented  with  themfelves,  as  to  ceafe  from 
the  attempt  of  reformation,  yet,  while  they  are  fure  fhey  at- 
tempt it  in  cameft,  they  fliould  acquiefce  very  calmly,  notwith- 
ftanding  that  their  progrefs  is  but  flow.  The  rature  of  all  men 
is  both  irpperfpft  and  corrupt :  and  that  of  fome  much  more 
than 'of  others.  The  difparity  pf  the  faculties  of  our  minds 
and  the  difpofitions  of  our  hearts  is  as  great,  as  of  our  bodily 
qualiflcationis  or  external  circumftances :  and  every  one  muH 
fubmit  to  his  lot  in  the  former,  as  well  as  the  latter;  for  griev- 
ing and  murmuring  will  make  nothing  better  jn  either.  Thofe 
creatures,  which  cannot  at  all  improve  thenifelves,  appear  to 
be  content  with  being  what  they  are ;  but  we  can  improve  our- 
felves greatly ;  and  if  we  labour  to  do  it  chiefly  in  what  bcft 
dcferyes  our  labour,  goodnefs  and  virtue,  we  fliall  ot:t  of  weak- 
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ntfs  he  made  Jlrong  *,  provided  we  truft  not  prefumptuoiifly  to 
our  own  efforts,  but  humbly  join  with  them,  faith  in  God,  and 
prayer  for  the  aid  of  his  holj  fpirit,  through  the  niediation  of 
Jefus  Chrift  :  for  bis  grace  Jball  he  fufficient  for  us^  and  hit 
firength  made  perfeB  in  our  weaknefs\.  Without  him  we  can 
do  nothing  X  •  every  wrong  inclination,  diffatisfadllon  amonglt 
others  with  every  thing  within  and  without,  in  their  turns 
will  prevail  over  us  :  but  through  Chrijl  who  Jlrengtheneth  usj 
ive  can  do  all  things  § .  To  him  we  owe  our  deliverance  Jrom 
tffe  wrath  to  come  ^ :  and  well  may  we  be  eafy  with  an  inferior 
fliare  of  worldly  advantages  ;  for  the  bell  of  iis>deferve  nonp. 
From  him  proceeds  all  the  good,  that  we  think  or  do :  and  * 
furely  we  have  no  title  to  greater  abilities  in  any  refpcft,  than 
he  bellows  on  us.  On  him  depend  our  hopes  of  future  happi- 
nefs :  and  the  loweft  place  in  it  is  too  high  for  us.  Yet  we 
know  not  how  far  we  may  advance  in  fpiritual  attainments  by 
modell  perfeverance.  We  may  be  enabled  in  time  to  out-do 
both  ourfelves  and  others,  and  be  rewarded  accordingly.  But 
however  that  proves,  ^t  may  abundantly  fuffice  us  all,  that  we 
fliall  maie  our  calling  and  eteBipn  Jure  ||,  and  enter  into  feme 
degree  of  the  joy  of  our  Lord  **,  in  return  for  our  faithful  im- 
provement of  the  talents 'committed  to  us,  be  they  more  or 
fewer,  if  in  an  honejl  and  good  hearty  hamng.  heard  the  word^ 
we  keep  it,  and  bring  forth  fruit  with  patience  ft,  though  it  be 
in  very  different  proportions,  fome  an  hundred  •fold,  fame  Jixty^ 
fame  thirty  XX* 

•  Heb.  xi.  34  t  2  Cor.  xii.  9.  \  John  xv.  5. 

J  Phil.  iv.r3  t  Matth.  iii  7.  )|  2  Pet.  i.  jo. 

**  Matth.  XXV.2I.  ft  Luke  viii.  15.  \\  J^atth.  xiii.  8. 
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/  became  dutnb\  and  opened  not  my  mouth:  for  it  was  thy 

doing. 

TT  would  be  our  wifdom  and  our  duty,  though  we  had  no 
knowledge  of  religion,  to  bear  the  fufferings  of  life  with  pa* 
tience,  and  fubmit  to  the  inequalities  of  it^with  contentment. 
I  have  therefore  hitherto  inforced  up<^  you  the  pradice  of 
thefe  two  virtues,  chiefly  from  prudential  and  moral  confidera- 
tions,  though  I  could  not  altogether .  forbear  adding  fome  in- 
ducements of  piety  alfo.  But  thefe  lall  are  both  fo  fuperior  to 
the  former,  and  fo  neceflary  in  human  circumftances,  that  I 
muft  now  dwell  upon  them  diftinftly. 

Pains  of  the  body,  and  uneafinefs  of  the  mind,  may  fome- 
times  be  fo  grievous,  that,  had  we  no  invifible  fovereign  to  o- 
bey,  and  nojdiing  to  hope  or  fear  after  death,  it  would  be  hard 
to  perfuade  ourfelves  to  continue  in  life.  At  leaft  we  fhould 
undergo  in  it  a  great  deal  of  -miiery,  with  few  and  poor  confo- 
lations.  Thofe  indeed,  which  1  have  mentioned  to  you,  are 
in  many  cafes  of  confiderable  ufe  by  themfelves  :  in  all  cafes 
they  may  be  of  fervice,  when  combined  with  reie&ions  of  a 
higher  nature.  And  our  groveling  minds  are  often  more  affec^ 
t^d  with  feeble  reafons,  tliat  are  level  to  them  ;  than  with 
ftrong  ones,  that  feem  above  them  :  or  however  may  bell  be 
quieted  a  while  by  a  previous  ufe  of  the  former,  till  they  can 
be  raifed  to  an  ability  of  applying  the  latter.  Ancf  humanity 
requires,  that  even  the  weakcft  aid  be  called  in :  but  at  the 
fame  time,  that  the  principle  ftrefs  be  laid  on  the  firmefl  fup- 
port :  elfe  what  will  be  the  confequence  ?  Only  indeed  what 
moft  of  us  in  our  turns  have  probably  experienced.  We  have 
been  told  that  grieving  would  not  help  us,  without  being  told 

what 
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what  would  ;  and  fo  have  been  left  to  grieve  on.  We  have 
been  tbld^.tbat  fooner  or  later  our  fufFerings  would  abate,  which 
is  fmall  fatisfa^ion  in  the  mean  while  ;  or  that  thej  would  be 
Ihort,  becaufe  our  lives  are  fo,  which  is  leaving  us  to  be  mifer- 
able,  as  long  as  we  are  any  thing.  We  have  been  told  perhaps, 
that  pain  is  no  evil,  and  virtue  is  its  own  reward  in  all  circum- 
fiances,  when  we  were  aftually  feeling  the  contrary :  or  that 
others  were  as  wretched  as  we,  or  cve^  more  f o ;  as  if  that 
could  make  our  wretchednefs  ceafe.  We  have  been  bid  to 
turn  our  thoughts  from  our  forrows  to  amufement ;  when  we 
could  not,  if  we  would  ;  and  pofGbly  ihould  have  abhorred  ta 
do  it,  if  we  could.  Sage  maxims  and  counfels  of  various  and 
contradiclory  forts,  have  been  urged  upon  us,  which  had  no 
authority  or  weight  to  make  their  way  into  our  hearts :  but 
we  have  remained  in  the  condition,  which  poor  Job  exprefles 
to  his  friends  :  /  have  heard  many  fuch  things  :  miferable  com^ 
farters  are  ye  all  *.  Or  though  men  have  ever  fo  few  fuffer- 
ings,  yet,  without  religious  views,  they  may  have  fo  few  en- 
joyments, and  thofe  fo  low,  that  a  rational  foul  mull  difdain. 
them,  and  feel  its  exiftence  to  be  infipid  and  unfatisfadory.  Or, 
however  content,  upon  force,  to  acquiefce  after  a  fort  in  our 
own  condition,  we  may  flill  either  be  perfuaded,  that  the  gene- 
ral ftate  of  things  upon  the  whole  is  wrong  and  unhappy,  or 
doubt  fo  greatly  whether  it  be  right  and  goodj  that  the  world 
may  appear  very  gloomy  and  comfortlefs  t§  a  benevolent 
toiod.  ^       ^  •  ' 

If  therefore  we  defire  to  pafs  through  it  with  complacency, 
we  muft  extend  our  thoughts  further,  like  the  pfahnift  in  the 
text ;  and  confider  ourfelves,  as  in,  the  hands  of  God  :  for  then, 
whatever  happens,  or  whatever  is  wanting,  to  us  or  to  any 
one,  we  fhaU  fee  caufe  to  fubrait  to  it,  compofedly  and  placidly, 
without  objeftipLg.  /  became  dumb^  and  opened  not  my  mouth  : 
for  it  was  thy  doing. 

The  Creator  of  all  things,  is  evidently,  as  fuch,  Lord  of  all 
thing?  :  and  hath  a  right  to  place  us  in  what  ft  at  ion,  and  ex- 
pofe  us  to  what  accidents  he  pleafes  ;  provided  the  being, 
which  he  hatli  given  us,  be  not,  on  the  whole,  without  our 
fault,  worfe  than  not  being.  For  who  art  thouy  0  many  thai 
rtpliejl  againft  God  ?  JhaU  the  thing ^  formed  fay  unto  him  that 
formed  it,  why  haft  thou  made  me  thus  f  ?  /r  it  not  lavjjuU 

•  Job  xvi.  2.  t  Rom.  ix.  23* 
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Jor  him  to  do  what  he  will  with  his  own  *  ?  He  can  have  xto 
need,  no  temptation  to  ufe  us  unjuftly  :  and,  without  any,  we 
never  ufe  one  another  fo :  which  knowledge  alone  is  enough 
to  produce  in  us '  a  confiderable  degree  of  dutiful  fubmiffion. 
If  what  we  diflike  in  our  condition  were  the  effeft  of  mere 
chance  or  fatal  neceffity,   we  might  rebel  in  our  hearts  againft 
it.     But  a  principle  of  yielding  to  the  lawful  authority  of  an 
almighty  ruler  is  part  of  human  nature.     Our  circumftances 
perhaps  are  difadvantageous,  or  even  our  fufFerings  great.      But 
if  we  look    diligently  into  our  temper  and  behaviour,  have 
we  not  deferved  all  that  we  undergo,  have  we  not  deferved 
much  worfe  ?  And  if  fo,  furely  we  fliould  fay  in  our  hearts, 
with  poor  penitent  £//,  //  is  the  Lord ;  let  him  do  %vhat  feem^ 
tth  to  him  good  f  :  and  with  ^eremiah^  wherefore  doth  a  living 
man  complain^   a  man  for  the  punijlomeni  of  his  fins  f  Let  us 
fearch  and  try  our  ways,  and  turn  again  to  the  LordX,     Per- 
haps alfo,  the  uneafiuefs,  which  we  feel,  whether  inflifted  for 
our  tranfgreffions  or  not,  is  more  thai^  overbalanced  by  the 
comforts  that  we  enjoy.  Our  impatience  may  lead  us  into  great 
miftakes  in  this  matter  :  but  God  is  liable  to  none.     Or  if,  at 
prefent,   wrctchednefs  preponderates,  he  can  eafily  m^ke   us  a 
compenfation,  either  here  or  hereafter:  nay,  if  juftice  requires  it, 
he  certainly  will.    AndiV  is  good^  that  a  manfhould  both  hope^ 
iind  quietly  wait  for  the  falvation  of  the  lord  §.    In  the  midft  of 
heathen  darknels  indeed,  there  may  to  fome  have  feemed  caufe  of 
doubt,  efpeciallyon  trying  occafions,  whether  the  adminifl ration 
of  things  were  juft  or  not ;  and,  fuppofing  it  to  be  fo  on  the 
whole,  whether  it  was  or  could  be  fo  in  regt^rd  of  each  particular 
perfon.     Now  thefe,  the  more  love  and  zeal  they  had  for  what 
was  right,  the  more  they  muft  be  diiTatisfied  with  what  appear- 
ed to  be  wrong  :  and  therefor^  mighc  bfe  excufible  in  a  degree^' 
if  they  murmered  again/l  the  difpenfations  of  providence  to- 
wards themfelvcs,  or  others.     Some  again^  impatient  of  the  e- 
vils  of  this  life,  ignorant  of  the  means  of  procuring  ftrength  to 
bear  them,   and  perhaps  alfo  doubtful  at  beft  of  another  to  re- 
ward them,  m'ght,   without  any  heinous  depravity,  yield   to 
the  temptation  of  thinking  themielves  allowed  or  even  called, 
by  the  author  of  their  beings,  to  put  a  voluntary  end  to  them, 
whenever  they  were  oppreffed  by  fufferings  hard  to  fupport. 
But  in  the  clearer  light  of  our  days,  either  of  thefe  difpofitions 
would  be  unfpeakably  more  criminal, 

Yet, 
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Yet,  were  we*  only  to  believe,  that  God  will  do  us  no  wrong, 
our  fubmiffion  to  his  will,  though  it  might  well  be  full  of  th« 
profoundeft  reverence,  would  not  be  accompanied  with  the 
higheil  degree  of  efleem.  But  happily  he  hath  alfo  fliewn  us 
great  kindnefs  For  every  pleafure  th^t  we  enjoy,  every  ca- 
pacity of  receiving  pleafure  that  belongs  to  our  invvard  or  out- 
ward frame,  proceeds  from  his  bounty.  And  how  do  we  com- 
monly behave  upon  it  ?  Yield  ourfelves  ug  to  his  difpofal  with 
a  chearful  truft  in  him?  No:  repine  and  complain,  that  he 
hath  not  done  more  for  us,  or  that  he  doth  not  continue  to  U3 
all  that  we  ever  had.  But  every  thing  is  more  than  w^  ar« 
intitled  to.  We  have  no  property  in  any  thing  :  we  ourfelves 
are  his  p^"opert;y.  Our  very  being  is  not  our  own:  He  beflow- 
edit,  and  whatever  we  poflefs  in  it,  and  that  only  during  his 
pleafure :  he  may  allow  us  as  few  comforts,  or  mix  with  them 
as  many  alPudions  as  he  will.  Shall  we .  receive  good  at  tht 
hand  of  Cpd,  andjhall  wip.nop  receive  evil*}  All  that  he  grant- 
ed, he  may  withdraw  at  any  time  :  and  our  concern  is  only  to 
fay  with  yohy  the  Lord  gave^  and  the  Lord  hath  taken  away  .• 
blejfed  he  the  name  of.  the^  Lord  f .  He  might  have  made  any 
one  of  ua  the  very  16 weft  of  his  creation  :  and  if  the  meaneft 
of  the  works  of  his  hands  hath  a  claim  to  more  than  he  hath 
vouchfafed,  it  hath  an  equal  claini  to  more  without  cndi :  and 
if  it  is  not  bound  to.  refignation  at  prefent,  can  never  be  bound 
to  it  in  anyfituation  at  all. 

But  though  the  fovereigoty  of  CJod  is.  abfolutc,  we  know 
not  that  he  ever  ufes  it  in  an  arbitrary  manner.  The  fcripture 
tells  us  .in  exprefs  terms,  that  he  doth  net  willingly  aJfliB  or 
grieve  the  children  of  men  J.  And  to  think,  that  he  limits'  the 
happinefs  of  the  leaft  happy  of  his  creatures  without  caufe; 
would  be  entertaining  a  difrefpedful  notion  of  his  glorious  at- 
tributes. Manifold  as  his  works  are,  yet  in  wi/dom  hath  he 
made  them  all  \  :  and  the^  earth  is  J'ulV  of  the  goodnefs  of  the 
Lord^.  The  farther  men  fee  into  whatever  he  hath  done  or 
appointed,  the  more  evidence  they  difcern  of  forefight  and  ikiU, 
Qf  bounty  and  mercy :  and  therefore,  ought  firmly  to  believe 
thej  take  place,  even  where  they  fee  them  not.  Such  and- 
(uch  things  v/e  are  apt  to  imagine  might  have  been  contrived 
more  for  our  particular  advantage.     Yet  perhaps  we  miftake : 

Vol.  I,  G  ami 
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9nd  what  we  wlih  either  could  not  have  been  at  all,  (for  many- 
things  maj  be  impoi&ble,  which  we  do  not  perceive  to  be  fo) 
or  would  not  have  been  the  better  for  us.  Our  infight  into' 
confequences  reaches  but  a  verj  little  way.  In  multitudes  of 
cafes  we  are  full  as  ignorant  of  what  would'  be  for  our  benefit, 
as  children  are  of  what  would  be  for  theirs  :  and  ought  there-' 
fore  to  acquiefce  in  the  will  and  the  knowledge  of  our  heaven- 
ly Father,  as  we  expeA  them  to  acquiefce  in  burs. 

But  fuppofing  that  granting  every  one  of  our  defires  would, 
be  an  i&  of  kindnefs  to  us ;  yet  the  Lord  is  good  to  allj  and 
his  tender  mercies  are  over  all  bis  woris^^  Very  often  it  is 
vifible,  that,  if  we  fucceed  in  gur  wiflies,  others  muft  fail  in 
theirs  :  were  we  to  have  this  6r  that  advantage,  they  muft  be 
under,  proportionable  difadvantages. .  And  why  is  it  not  as 
confiftent  with  the  wifdom  and  the  goodnefs  of  God  to  regard 
their  intcrefts,  as  ours  ?  Perhaps  we  deferve  it  no  better,  per- 
haps not  fo  well.  Or  if  we  did,  jor  if  it  appeared  not  who 
would  be  hurt  by  greater  indulgence  to  us,  it  doth  not  follow,' 
that  no  one  would;  and.  that'xio  inconvenience  to  any^  part, 
or  in  any  refpeS,  would  arife  from  it.  In  this  wide  world 
the  conne£tions  of  things  are  innumerable  :  and  may  be  very 
important,  where  they  are  abfolutely  hidden  from  our  view, 
who  probably  difcern  but  an  inconfiderable  portion  of  them*' 
Subordinations  are  necqflaty  in  every  fyftcm  of  every  kind. 
The  low  rank*  and  helplefsnefs  of  many  creatures  fits  them 
for  our  ufe;  our  advantages  proceed  from  their  fufferings  ^ 
from  the  very  fufferings  which  we  inflift  on  them ; 'yet  they 
are  tptally  ignorant- of  thi^  :  ^dind  how  know  we  what  advan-^ 
tages  may,  fome  way,  though  quite  different  and  quite  incon- 
ceivable to  us,  proceed  from  our  low  rank  and  our  fufferings  I 
And  as  God  bath  wifely  and  kindly  made  fo  many  t>fders  of 
beings  beneath  us  ;  why  may  it  not  be  aS  wifely  and  kindly, 
notwithftanding  we  are  ignorant  on  what  account,  that  he 
hath  made  us  juft  fuch  as  we  are,,  and  no  higher  or  happier  ? 

But  though,  in  all  likelihood,'  We  can  fee  only  a  few  of 
the  reafons  of  God*s  ways,  yet  feveral  we  may  fee,  at  leaft  in 
fome  tneafure.  For  inftance  :  He  governs  the  world  by  gene- 
ral lawsi  On  fome  'occiafions  indeed  he  hath  openly  departed 
from  them,  and  wrought  miracles :  on  many,  we  have  caufe 
to  think  he  fccretly  reftjpains  and  varies  them  for  gracious 
'^      ;  '  *  '     *.        purpofes, 
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purpofes,  or  juft  corre£kion  :  but  were  he  not  to  obfenre  them 
in  the  ordinary  courfe  of  things,  we  ihould  neither  know, 
what  to  expeft,  nor  how  to  proceed.  If  folid  bodies  did  not 
weigh  downwardly  if  bodies  in  motion  did  not  communicate 
their  motion  to  others,  if  winds,  had  not  a  ftrong  force,  if 
ram  was  not  carried  about  bjr  them,  if  fire  did  not  heat  and 
cbofame,  if  iharp  inftruments  did  not  cut,  the  whole  frame 
of  nature  would  be  difordcred,  and  ftop.  If  what  tends  to 
deftroy  onr  lives  or  our  healths  did  not  give  us  paia,  we 
ihould  take  no  fufficicnt  care  to  avoid  it.  If  any  one  thing 
almoft,  that  wc  know,  were  to  fail  of  commonly  producing 
Its  natural  efPeA,  very  general  mifchiefs,  or  however  incon- 
veniences, would  follow :  and  yet,  if  they  are  left  to  pro- 
duce their  eiFe&s,  grievous  diftreffes  to  particulars,  from 
.time  to  time,  muft  be  the  confequence.  Therefore  we  ihould 
learn  to  refpedl  the  regulations  of  providence,  though  occa« 
iionally  we  fuffer  by  themr.  We  honour,  if  we  are  at  all 
reafonable,  whatever  laws  of  our  country  we  know  to  be  for 
the  common  good,  though  often  greatly  oppofite  to  our  own 
private  intereil :  and  furely  lefs  honour  cannot  be  due  to  die 
laws  of  heaven. 

.  He,  who  could  make  fuch  a  world  as  this,  may  doubtlefs 
have,  throughout  his  cbndud  of  it,  wife .  and  good  ends  in 
his  view,  of  which  we  cannot  poffibly  form  any  conception* 
Were  God  to  queftion  us,  as  once  he  did  Job ;  Where  wafl 
thouj  when  I  laid  the  foundations  of  the  earth ;  declare^  if 
thou  haft  underjlanding  *  :  our  anfwer  mufl  be,  \v^at  one  of 
his  friends  acknowledged,  We  are  of  yejierday^  and  inow'  no^ 
thing  f:  or  as  the  book  of  Wifdom  expreiles  it  more  largely ; 
tVbat  man  is  he^  that  can  know  the  counfel  of  God^  or  who 
can  think  what  the  will  of  the  Lord  is?  For  the  thoughts  of 
mortal  men  are  mferable,  and  our  di^ices  are  but  uncertain  %  z 
Indeed  creatures  of  our  own  rank,  only  of  abilities  perhaps 
a  little  fuperior,  lay  fchcmes  of  which  we  Ihould  never  have 
the  leaft  notion,  and  cbmpafs  them  by  methods  which  we 
ihould  never  fufpeft,  if  we  were  not  told  them.  Now  God 
hath  not  told  us  all  feis  ways,  and  all  the  reafons  of  them... 
Therefore  with  refpefk  to  many  things,  we  muft  apprehend 
him  to  fay  to  us,  as  the  bleflfed  Jefus  did  to  Peter  i   What 

Gjl  I  da 
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#  I  do  thou  knoweft  not  nowy   but  thou  Jhalt  ihoiv  hereafter  *. 

If  we  obfei:ve,  with  attention,  and  enquire  with  humility,  we 
fliail  find,  Jboner  or  later,  in  various  inftances,  even  while  we 
continue  on  this  earth,  that  feeming  evil  is  real  good  in  fome 
refpeft  or  other.  But  a  future  life  will  draw  back  the  veil 
from  multitudes  of  the  divine  difpenfations,  and  fiiew  us  beau- 
ty and  order,  where  nothing  appeared  to  us  but  horror  and 
confufion.  Yet  even  then  we  mull  not  expeft  to  know  the 
whole  :  nor  are  the  higheft  angels  capable  of  fathoming  all 
the  depths  of  the  univerfal  providence  of  the  only  wife  Godf, 
Faith  is  the  evidence  of  things  not  feenX:  and  implicit  faith 
39  one  of  the.  firft  and  greateft  duties  of  creatures  to  their 
Creator.  We  pay  it  to  men  like  ourfelves  every  day :  and 
contentedly  truft  our  fortunes,  our  healths j  otr  lives  with 
them,  in  confequence  of  it ;  notv/ithftanding  they  may  often 
miftake,  nay  fometimes'mean  us  ilL  Surely  then,  without  a 
fingle  murmur^  without  the  leaft  hefitation,  "^e  may  truft 
every  thing,  truft  body  and  foul  with  God.  For  are  they 
wifer  and  better, '  are  we  wifer  and  better,  than  he  ?  Are  wd 
not  fafer  in  his  hands,  than  in  our  own  ?  He  doth  not  do  all 
for  us  that  we  wilh.  But  perhaps  we  wifli  indifcreetly  for 
what  would  be  much  harm  to  us.  Or  if  not,  we  think  it 
very  fitting,  that  our  fervant*  and  inferiors,  when  we  com- 
mand them,  fliould  undergo  i  great  deal  for  the»  accomplifti- 
inent  of  our  purpofes  ;  and  that  multitudes  of  perfons,  when 
required  by  authority,  ftiould  rilque  every  thing  dear  to  them^ 
for  the  general  welfare :  why  is  it  not  fitting  then,  that  we^ 
in  our  turn,  fliould  both  give  up  fatisfaftions,  and  bear  un- 
cafin^ffes,  to  ferve  the  good  purpofes  of  God  ?  We  are  wil-i 
ling,  I  hope,  to  fuiFet  mote  than  a  little  for  6ur  friends,  for 
dur  Country,  for  our  prince :  why  fliould  we  not  be  as  wil- 
ling to  fufFer  every  thing  for  the  fake  of  mankind,  and  the 
fyftem  of  which  we  ate  part,  when  the  fovereign  of  all  de- 
mands it  ?  We  fee  not  indeefd  perhaps,  in  what  manner  ouf 
fuiFerings  or  our  difadvantagcs  benefit  others,  or  make  the  ge- 
neral ftate  of  things  better.  But  here  is  the  patience  and  the 
faith  of  the  faint}  §.  Thus  they  have  the  means  of  fliewing 
patience  in  every  fituation,  built  on  the  faith,  that  all  things 
ire  conducted  well.     So  far  they  are  cotidu£led  well  for  usj 

that 
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that  in  otit  loweft  and  moil  afflided  cCndition,  when  the 
fece  of  God  feems  hid  from  us,  his  eye  watches  ovet  us; 
and  while  his  hand  is  heavieft  upon  us,  it  is  leading 
tis  to^  our  proper  fliare  of  happinefs.  Therefore,  as  thi 
apoftle  exhorts,  be  content  tvitb  fuch  things  as  ye  have'* 
for  he  hath  /aid,  I  will  nt^r  leate  thee^  nor  forfake  thee  *! 
But  all  matters  are  conduded  in  the  higheft  degree  well  for 
the  whole :  and  doubting  it  is  thinking  ill  of  our  heavenly  Fa- 
ther ;  for  which  we  ean  never  have  caufe.  Nothing  can  wii 
upon  him  to  do  wrongs  nothing  detet  him  from  doing  right, 
nothing  refill  his  power ;  nothing  miflead  his  judgment,  no^ 
thing  efcape  hid  attention,  who  fees  through  the  Univerfc  at 
once.  He  hath  fixed  the  proper  laws  and  limits  for  every 
part,  and  we  have  no  claim  to  be  exempted.  Therefore 
Ivhert  we  feel  ourfelves  inclined  to  6bjeft,  to  be  moved  with 
indignation,  arid  tear  ourfdves  in  our  ahgevy  as  yoVs  friends 
accufe  him  of  doing,  we  fliould  check  our  vehemence,  as 
they  check  his,  by  aiking,  Shall  the  earth  be  forfaken  for 
thee^  and  the  rock  be  moved  out  of  its  place  f^  Shall  the  foun- 
dations, on  vvhich  the  great  fyftem  of  nature  ftands,  and  by 
which  its  good  ftate  is  preferved,  be  fliaken  for  the  feemingj 
or  the  real,  benefit  of  this  br  that  perfdn  ?  If  of  any  one; 
why  not  of  every  one :  for  What  are  we  more  than  others  ? 
And  then  nothing  can  fbllow,  but  univerfal  inconfiftence  and 
confufion. 

Still  the  duty  of  fubmiffion  to  God's  good  pleafure  doth  not 
requite  from  us  infenfibility ;  for  we  cannot  be  infenfible  of 
what  we  undergo,  or  what  we  want,  or  what  fuperior  advan- 
tages others  enjoy.  It  doth  not  forbid  us  to  think  the  pre- 
fent  fl:ate  of  things,  were  we  not  to  look  beyond  it,  irregular 
and  diforderiy ;  provided  we  look  on  it  as  part  of  a  regular 
whole,  thaflls  worthy  of  its  author.  For  the  affliftions  and 
inequalities,  of  this  life,  ate  a  ftrong  argument  for  a  future 
one.  And  though  entertaining  too  low  tea  opinion  of  the 
wifdom  and  goodnefs,  which  appears  now  in  the  adminiftra* 
tion  of  the  world,  may  often  proceed  from  a  bad  temper,  and 
produce  or  ftrengthen  impious  opinions ;  yet  fome  may  un- 
dervalue or  diflike  beyond  r^afon  what  they  fee,  merely  be- 
taufe  they  conceive  they  are  bound  to  excite  in  their  hearts 
the  higheft  poflible  efteem  of  what  they  hope  for:  and  thefe, 
though  miftaken^   may  be  u^  the  higheft   degree  rcligzt)U9i 
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Again :  Thmkmg  with  complacencj,  how  agreeable  it  would 
"be  to  us,  were  heaven  to  change  our  lot  in  this  or  that  re* 
fpeft,  or  place  us  in  the  condition  of  this  or  that  perfon  ;  nay, 
wiihing  it  were  aftuallj  done,  provided  the  wifh  be  formed 
<Mi  the  .condition,  that  fuch  were  his  will,  who  knows  beft'; 
nay,  though  that  condition  be  not  always  explicitly  in  our 
thoughts,  yet  if  we  are  hafeitually  difpofed  never  abfolutely 
1to  defire  that  may  be,  which  God  fees  fit  ihotild  not  be,  we 
are  ftiU  within  the  bounds  of  innocence.  Indeed,  the  further 
we  fuffer  our  fancies  and  inclinatiohs  to  carry  us  in  this  road, 
ihe  more'flippery  ground  we  continually  tread  upon:  but 
thus  far  we  may  advance,  a^d  not  fall.  In  cafes  of  pofitive 
fufferings  we  may  take,  yet  another  ftep :  may  bemoan  our- 
fslves,  though  not  complain  of  (God  >  may  eiprefs,  in  our  de- 
votions what  he  knows  we  cannot  but  feel,  and  lay  before  him 
our  natur^  cravings  of  relief.  J'or  thus  David^  after  the  full- 
'eft,  and  undoubtedly  fincereft,  prbfeffion  of.  r^gnatioh,  made 
in  the  text,  immediately  fubjoins,  take  away  thy  Jirbh  from 
mte:  I  am  e*oen  confumed  by  means  of  thy  heavy  hand  *.  Thus 
•Ifo  good  perfons  ih  all  ages  have  foujght  and  found  eafe  by 
ifubmiffive  applications  to  the  throne  of  mercy.  ,  And  if  fome- 
times  expoftulatioiis  have  efcaped  them,  which  feem  not  fub* 
mifiive  enough,  their  cooler  thought^  have  doubtlefs  <;orreded 
them,  and  no  failure  can  be  intitled  to  a  more  favourable  con- 
flni^ion.  But  if  our  condition  be  a  toljerably  comfortable 
one,  Qr  might  be  fudh,  if  we  would  \tt  it ;  then  we  have  much 
inaore  need  to  lower  and  fupprefs  our  defires  oJf  further  advan* 
tages,  thap  to  inflame  them  by  turning  them  into  prayers, 
Not  that  we  fin,  if  we  endeavour  to  raife  ourfelves  into  a  ftill 
more  agreeable  fituation,  or  if  we  intreat  God  to  blefs  our  en- 
deavours, as  far  as  he  judges  it  convenient,  jlefigngti^s^s  very 
different,  not  only  from  defpondence,  which  rath^pnplies  dit 
fatisfaftion  and  diftruft,  but  from  indolence,  WhiaT  may  be  to- 
tally deftitute  of  any  fentiment  of  piety-  And  thpiigh  an  in,., 
dolent  perfon  can  perhaps  be  moire  eafily  refigned,  yet  an  aftive 
one  can  be  ;more  certain,  whether  he  is  fo  in  reality,  and  from 
a  principle  of  confcience.  But  the  aftivity  exerted  by  ils, 
when  in  good  circumftances,  to  improve  them  into  better^ 
ihbuld  always  be  accompanied  with  peculiar  moderation  of 
defire :  and  if  we  may  lawfully  pray  at  all  to  be  rich  or  great^ 
or  in  any  refpeft  tmiuetit  and  admired  J  we  ought  ceri»i^y 
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to  pray  with  far  more  cameftnefs,  diat  wc  may  have  nothing 
Aat  will  endanger  our  piety  ,or  virtue ;  but  may  always  be 
humble  and  contented,  and  pkafed  with  whatever  the  diflxibii- 
ting  wifdom  ofthe  Moft  High  allotsus. 

Indulging  ourfelves  in  the  contrary  difpolltion,  is  difputing 
with  God  the  government  of  his  own  world  :  and  either  deny- 
ing him  to  be  wife  and  good,  or  wilhing  that  he  were  not,  but 
would  order  things  iU  for  the  whole,  that  our  fliare  might  be 
more  to  our  mind.  Now  what  a  dreadful  fort  of  fpirit  is  this, 
and  where  can  it  end  ?  Therefore  let  us  be  fatisfied  with  die 
place  which  he  hath  afiigned  us,  and  bear  quietly  the  burthens 
which  he  hath  laid  upon  us.  We  often  fubmit  with  very  lit- 
tle reludance  to  the  treatment  which  we  receive  from  unjufl: 
toen :  why  ihould  we  not  fubmit  without  any  to  the  pleafure 
of  a  perfeftly  juft  God?.  Could  he  ever  be  partial  in  our  favour, 
he  might  afterwards  change  his  mind,  and  be  partial  againft  us, 
and  fo  we  could  never  be  fecure  of  any  thing.  But  now  bif 
tighteoufnefi  jlaniith  Uke  tht  Jirong  mountains^  which  cannot 
fee  overturned:!  at  the  fame  time  that  his  judgements  art  liie 
the  great  deep  *,  which  cannot  be  fathomed.  Clouds  and  dark^ 
neft  are  round  about  bim  :  but  right eoufpefs  and  judgement  are^ 
the  habitation  of  bis  throne  f . 

*  Some  perfons,  it  may  beware  tempted  to  repine  not  fo  much 
at  any  want  of  happinefs  or  feeling  of  mifery,  which  they  ex- 
perience' themfelves  ;  as  at  the  general  quantity  of  wretched- 
nefs  and  prevalence  of  wickednefs,  which  they  obferve  in  the 
world.  My  feet  v^ere  almojl  gone^  my  treadings  had  well  nigb 
Jlipt.  And  v)hy  P  I  was  grieved  at  the  wicked,  I  do  alfo  fee^ 
the  ungodly  in  fuch  profperity  J.  And  indeed,  concern  on  this, 
account  feems  not  only  on  many  occafions  ufeful  in  humaa 
circumftances,  but  infeparable  in  human  nature  from  benevo- 
lence and  love  of  virtue.  But  this  is  only  becaufe  our  nature 
is  impferfeft.  "  For  God  fees  infinitely  more  bad  things  than 
we  dio^  and  feels  ah  infinitely  ftronger  difapprobation  of  them, 
confidered  in  themfelves.  Yet  they  caufe  not  the  lead  dimi- 
nution of  his  happinefs.  For  he  knows,  that,  through  the 
diredion  of  his  wife  providence,  they  will  be  the  means  of  the 
greateft  good :  and  therefore  we  ought  to  believe  it ;  and  be 
influence^  by  that  faith,  as  far  as  we  are  able.     But  many 

pretend,   and  perhaps  imagine,  that  they  are  deeply  concerned 
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^t  the  growth  of  crimes,  and  the  difcouragexnents  and  dec^ 
pf  goodnefsy  when  in  truth  their  chief,  if  not  onlj,  forrow  is, 
that  their  party  is  not  uppermoft,  or  their  friends  liave  not 
fucceeded ;  or  fuch  as  thej  diflike,  have :  and  were  but  theff 
things  otherwife,  the  world  might  be  as  bad  or  worfe  than  it 
is,  without  their  being  in  the  leaft  uneafy  at  it.  Some,  on  the 
Other  hand,  care  very  little,  whether  right  or  wrong  behaviour 
*  prevails  ampngft  men,  ai^d  dignify  their  blameable  indifference 
with  the  fpecioT^s  name  of  refignation.  Now  both  thefe.  faults 
muft  be  avoided.  The  caufe,  in  wl\ich  we  are  a^ealou^,  ought 
to  be  that  of  piety  and  virtue,  and  the  good  of  our  fellow- 
creatures  :  ^nd  for  this  we  fliould  have  all  the  zeal,  that  will 
excite  us  to  fuch  behaviour  in  fupport  of  it,  as  belongs  to  our 
Jlation.  But  we  mi^ll;  neither  attempt  any  thing  beyond  pro-, 
per  bounds  j  nor,  if  our  jufteft  attempts  prove  unfuccefsful, 
and  appearances,  in  any  particular  cafe,  or  ]^  general,  are  eve^ 
fb  bad,  n;uft  we  either  think  ill  of  God ;  or  worfe  of.  men^ 
than  they  deferve  j  or  give  way  to  impatience,  or  defpair,  oij 
immoderate  grief  y  but  nieekly  commit  ourjelves^  and  every 
thing,  tp  him  that  judgeth  righteoujly  *.  Before^  we  perceive 
what  the  event  of  our  endeavpura  will  be,  we  may  entertain 
liopes  ;  but  they  muft  be  conditional,  if  the  Lord  willfy  not 
abfolute ;  and  moderate  not  vehement*  When  we  are  difap- 
pointed,^  if  ou^  defires  were  fuch  as  we  need  not  have  formed, 
we  may  juftly  be  expefted  to  give  them  up  mere  entirely :  if 
they  were  founded  in  our  nature,  fome  involuntary  concern 
will  be  felt ;  and  inftead  of  Veing  terrified  at  it;,  as  heinou§ 
guilt,  we  fliould  gently,  yet  ftudioufly,  check  it,  as  mere  weak- 
nefs.  But  the  notion,  that  we  either  ought  or  may  allowably 
Indulge  ourfelves  in  diflatisfaftion  or  grief,  is  utterly  to  be  re- 
jected. And  the  fooner  and  the  more  completely  we  quiet 
every  painful  feeling,  and  bring  our  minds  to  a  calm 
acquiefcence  in  the  good  pleafure  pf  God ;  the  betttr  we  are, 
and  the  hapjrier  it  will  be  for  us. 

Other  motives  to  bear  evU  patietjtly  and  contentedly  are  to  be^ 
fought  for  from  different  quarters,  as  the  circumftances  of  the^ 
cafe  require ;  are  often  hard  to  find ;  and  when  found,  have 
often  fmall  weight  apd , influence.  But  refignatipn  to  the  wiH 
of  our  gracious  heavenly  Father,  is  one  and  the  fame  induce^ 
ment,  that  naturally  prefents  itfelf  to  our  thoughts  j  is  equal-. 
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\j  fuited  to.  all  occafions  ;  and  while  it  aweb  iis  with  the  con- 
fideration  of  his  abfolutely  fovereign  authority,  foothes  us  with 
the  aflurance/  that  though  he  taufe  griefs  yH  be  %vi/i  have  eoffi^ 
pajjton^  according  to  the  multitude  of  his  mercies  *.  Again  : 
refinance  to  the  piirpofes  of  our  fellow-creatures  may  fre* 
quently  prevail :  fcut  reludiance  againll  thdfe  of  our  Maker 
never  can.     Therefore,  fentimcnts  of  dutiful  fubmiffion  Ipare 

us  the  pain  of  unaV^ailing  inward  ft  niggles,  leflen  erery 
fulFering,  prepare  us  for  every  trial.  If  we  will  not  yield 
with  nieeknefs  to  the  difpofal  of  God,  how  fliall  we  bear  in- 
juries frbm  one  another  5  how  indeed  fhall  we  refrain  from 
being  injurious,  when  pur  interefts  and  inclinations  proihpt 
us  ?  The  praftice  of  felf-denying  duties,  without  leaning  on 
heaven  for  fupport,  is  too  hird  a  talk  for  human  nature* 
Bat  fuch  as  ^n(fi  only  believe  the  precept,  but  have  formed 
Ihemfelves  t6  feel  the  imprefBons  of  r^gnation,  arfe  in  pro- 
portion fuperior  to  all  difficulties.  Their  fpirits  are  calm } 
and  inftead  of  plunging  ralhly  into  deeper  diitrdfles  and  even 
guilt,  as  the  impatient  do,  they  find  their  way,  if  any  on* 
ban  be  found,  out  of  every  perplexity.  By  excluding  eager 
hopes  and  high  defii-^s  of  earthly  good,  this  ^dud  princi|>le 
excludes  ^Ifo  jealous  envy,  keen  refentiHeiit,  tormenting 
fears,  bitter  difappoiritments,  and  final  diflike  of  every  thing. 
Be  that  gives  himfelf  up  into  the  hands  of  Gdd;  with  linfeign- 
,ed  approbation  of  the  divine  conduft  in  whatever  may  b<^all 
hini,  will  aft  as  he  bught  in  all  emergencies,  with  upright- 
hefs  and  alacrity,  with  courage  and  honour ;  will  fuffer  witK 
a  compofed  and  even  temper;  will  thiis^  give  teftimony  to 
the  efficacy  of  rellgioYi,  and  vindicate  the  difpenfations  of  Pro- 
vidence to  niankind.  Nor  can  it  fail,  but  fo  dtltifal  a  fubjeft 
to  the  King  of  all;  fo  faithful  a  confeflbr,  fo  ready  a  martyr, 
if  need  be,  ih  his  caufe,  will  obtain  from  nim  the  ftrongeft 
confolatidn  here;  and  the  aniplett  recompence  hereafter. 
Therefore,  let  us  pray  eameftly  for  this  bleffcd  difpofition, 
and  improve  ourfelves  in  it  by  continual  exercifes  of  rational 
devotion  ;  ftir  up  our  faith  and  our  love,  when  they  languifli ; 
recover  df/r^^/>f,  whenever  they  bad  well-nigh  Jlipped  j- :  put 
'bur  triifi  in  the  Lardy  and  be  doing  good:  delight  in  him,  and 
hejball  give  us  our  hearts  dejire:  cortimit  our  way  unto  him\ 
andheJhuU  bring  ^  td  pafs  ;  bring  forth  0ur  righteoujkefs  a* 
the  lights  dndburjudgjhent  as  the  noon-day  %• 
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GiW  thanks  always  for  all  things  unto  Gcd  and  tie  l^ath&j 

in  the  name  of  our  Lord^efus  Chrijl. 

T  HAVE  endeatroured^  in  thret  difcourfes,  to  inftrua  you  iff 
the  duties  of  patience,  contentment  and  rcfignation :  each 
zifing  higher  than  the  other  in  the  fcale  of  right  difpofition, 
And  advancing  further  from  mere  virtue  into  the  fuperior  re- 
gion of  piety^  Happy  in  comparifon  of  others,  are  fu^h  as 
polTefs  ^hefe  attainments  in  any  good  degree :  but  even  they 
have  another  flep  to  take  )  for  yetjhew  I  unto  you  a  more  eX'* 
cellent  way  *^,  It  is  not  fufBcient,  that  we  bear  fuffcrings  of 
every  kind  with  all  the  compofure,  which  our  nature  admits  } 
that  we  refle&  on  the  various  difadvantages  of  our  refpedlive 
conditions  without  repining  ;  that  we  yield  ourfelves  up  ta 
the  jufi  and  wife  difpofal  of  the  fovereign  Lord  of  the  uni-^ 
verfe  :  we  are  bound  aKo  to  feel  gratitude  and  exprefs  thank- 
fulnefs  to  our  heavenly  Father  continually  for  whatever  in 
the  courfe  of  hi?  providence  befalls  us  ^  and  this  we  are  tor 
perform,  as  difciples  of  his  blelled  Son  our  Saviour.  Let  us  con- 
fider  diftinAly  the  feveral  parts  of  this  moff  fublime  precept : 
for  certainly  highei*  we  cacnnot  go. 

I.  We  are  to  give  thanks  always  td  Cad. 
II.  We  are  to  do  it  for  all  things. 

III. -We  are  to   do  it  ift  the  name  of  9ur   Zord  Jefui 

ChriJ. 

I.  We  are  to  give  thalxks  always  to  God  and  the  Father. 

The  different  orders  of  fenfible  beinffs  were  created  every 

one  for  fuch  a  degree  of  happinefs,   as  God  faw  to  be  moft 

for  the  good  of  the  whole :  and  rational  beings  were  created 
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to  confefs  and  celebrate  his  bounty  to  themfclves  and  the  reft 
of  the  world.     Giving  glory  is  the  due  return  for  having  ex- 
perienced- goodnefs.     It  is  therefore  neceffarily  expefted  from 
us  bj  him,   who  batb  made  all  tbings  far  bimfelf*  ;  and  muft 
require  them  to  anfwer  the  end  for  which  they  were  formed. 
We  are  fenfible  it  is  extremely  wrong  and  unworthy,  when 
we  fail  of  owning  the  favours  which  we  receive  from  each 
other.     And  what  Clocking  bafenefs  is   it   then  to  forget  his 
liberality^  who  hath  given  us  life  and  breatby  and  all  tbings 
richty  ta   enjoy  f}    For  how  inconfiderable  is  whatever  any 
^e  of  us  can  do  for  the  perfpn  whom  he  loves  Vft,  compared 
to  wh^t  God  hath  done  for  us  all  i  Our  very  capacity  of  re- 
ceiving pleafure  ftom  our  fellow-creatures  proceeds  from  our 
Creator,   as  well  as  every  other  fburce  of  joy,  whicli  we  feel 
to  fptring  up  witl^in  ourfelves.      And  we  feel  much  lefs  of 
both,  than  we  ip^ight  and  ought.     We  are  fo  taken'  up  and 
difquieted,   with  imaginary  or  fmall  misfortunes,  with  unea- 
fineffes  and  paiqs  for  the  moft  part  very  fupportable,  with 
groundlefs  or  excefiive  dilbontents  and  refentinents,  with  needt* 
lefs  purfuits,   and  immoderate  hopes  and  fears,  that  we  fuiFei* 
multitudes  of  fatisfadions,  which  Providence  brings  perpe^ 
petually  in  our  way,  to  paft  by  us  unperceived  or  unnoticed. 
Yet  many  of  them  we  fliould  find  to  be  great  bl^ifings  j  for 
we  frequently  overlook  the  very  greateft  that  we  have :   the 
means  granted  us  by  reafon  and  fcriptuxe,  fituated  as  we  are 
in  a  land  of  light  and  liberty^  of  improving  in  Veligious  know- 
ledge, in  rightnefs  of  hes^rt  and  goodnefs  of  life ;  the  delight* 
of  fecial,  and  in  particular  of  domeftic  friendlinefs ;  the  coifc- 
tinual  feafts,  which  mere  health  and  ftrength  afford,  if  they 
are  enjoyed   with  cajUtious   innocence,  prudent  adivity,    and 
a  chearful  equality  of  temper.     Inconfiderately  throwing  a- 
way,  or  fupiinely.difregarding,  fuch  bountiful  provifions  Ibi: 
our  well-being,  is  ftirely  the  moft  dreadful  wafte,  of  which 
we  can  be   guilty.     Bjut  even  the  lower  benefits^  entertain- 
jnents,  and  an\ufements  of  life,  even  thofe  of  them  in  which 
all  perfons  may  fhare,  fuch  as  the  very  opening  of  our  eyes 
and  looking  around,  fu,ch  as  the  ufe  of  every  one  of  our  fenfes, 
may  give  us,  though  fingly  but  little  matters,  yet  being  incel^ 
^tly  within  our  reach,  arife  on  the  whole  to  a  vaft  amount* 

Hz.  ■'  W^ 
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We  do  receive  a  great  deal  of  pleafure  ffonx  them :  and  we 
might  receive  much  more,  if  we  would  frame  our  minds  to 
obferve  and  be  pleafed  with  the  feverial  objects  and  occur- 
rences, that  prefent  themfelves  to  us  almoft  every  moment. 

But  unhappily,  even  thej,  who  imagine  they  are  the  mdft 
judicioufly  attentive  to  enjoy  from  what  they  like,  or  froia 
every  thing  about  them,  all  that  they  can,  are  very  apt  to 
confidcr  but  few  things,  if  any,  as  matter  of  thankfulnefs  to 
God.  Yet  evidently  nothing,  which  we  have  caufe  to  think 
in  any  degree  good,  ought  to  efcape  being  confidered  in  this 
view.  For  he  is  the  fole  original  fountain  of  good,  of  every 
Ibrt  of  good  :  not  only  the  Father  of  mercies^  a^d  God  of  all-, 
comfort*^  with  refpeft  to  our  higher  cxpeftations.;  but  the 
gtver  of  rain  and  fruitful  feafons,  filling  our  hearts  with  food 
and  gladnefs\  j  who  openeth  his  hand^  and  faiisfeth  the  de^ 
fre^  the  very  loweft  defire,  oi  every  living  thing  %.  Now 
.would  we  but  reflet  on  our  various  enjoyments  in  this  light ; 
as  tjaarks  ahd  inllances  of  the  good- will  and  kindnefs  of  the' 
great  Lord  of  aU  j  as  prefents,  which  he  gracioufly  condefcends 
to  make  us  ;  it  would  raife  the  worth. and  dignity  of  them  iii- 
expreffible ;  it  would  imprefs  us  with  the  ftrongeft  convidlion 
of  their  guilt,  who',  vohen  they  know  Gddy  glorify  him  not  as 
Gody  neither  are  thai£kful%y  it  would  infpire  us  with  a  moft 
pleafing  love  and  reverence  to  him,  preferve  us  very  power- 
fully from  finning  againft  him  by  the  abufe  of  his  own  gifts  ; 
and  fupport  us  under  whatever  we  might  fufler  in  this  world, 
hj  the  affuraiice  that  he,  of  whofe  bounty  we  have  fo  large 
experience  here,  hath  bleffings  infipitely  fuperior  in  ft  ore  for 
us  bereafter.  ^ 

Let  us  therefore  ftir  up  and  cherifli  in  our  breafts,  a  habit 
of  conftant  thai>kfulnefs  to  heaven:  bear  always  in  our 
through ts  the  value  of  thofe  facjakies  add  powers  of  bodj 
gnd  niind  with  which  we  are  endowed,  of  the  health  and  eafe 
which  we  enjoy  or  havfe  enjoyed,  and  remember  that  He  it^ 
is  who  made  «j,  and  not  we  ourf elves  ^.  lutt  uik  reckon 
over '  the  manifold  coniforts  and  accomnaodations  of  life, 
•the  relations  and  friends,  tlie  agreeable  "acquaintance,  the  fair 
flleem,  of  which  we  are  poflfeSed,  jmd  confidcr  that  all  thefe 


are 
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are  the  donations  of  a  kind  providence.  Let  us  raife  our 
views  higher  :  contemplate  the  ineftimable  benefits  of  our  re- 
demption ;  of  the  precepts,  the  examples,  the  promifes  of  holy 
writ ;  the  inftru£bions  given  us  by  God's  ralnifters  in  public, 
bj  good  perfons  and  good  books  in  private  ;  the  freedom, 
which  we  and  all  around  us  li^ve  of  worlhipping  our  Makei^ 
according  to  our  confciences.  Let  us  recollecl,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  fecuritj  of  our  perfons  and  properties  from  oppreflian 
in  all  other  refpeds,  as  well  as  this  :  that  the  whole  exercife  of 
civil  authority  over  us,  is  legal  and  nuld  ;  that  not  one  will  or 
can  barm  us.,  if  we  are  followers  of  that  which  is  good.  *-  Let 
us  compare  our  6wn  condition  in  thefe  particulars,  ,with  that 
of  the  multitudes  elfewhere,  indeed  of  moft  men  throughout 
the  earth,  who  fit  in  darknefs  and  bondage,  temporal,  and  fpi- 
ritual.  Yet  even  they  have  caufe  to  praife  God.  For  the 
moll  deficient  in  worldly  advantages  have  many  confolations^ 
if  they  will  attend  to  them  properly :  the  moft  ignorant  (hall 
be  accountable  only  in  proportion  to  their  means  of  knowledge  9 
and  the  moft  faulty  {hall  be  judged  with  every  due  allowance 
to  the  propenfities  of  their  nature,  and  the  prejudices  of  their 
education.  But  how  much  more  liberal  is  our  ftiare  of  what« 
ever  pertains  unto  life  and  godlinefs  f :  and  what  pleafure 
flioold  we  take  in  paying  fuitable  acknowledgements  !  BleJJed 
are  they  that  dwell  in  thy  houfe  v  they  will  be  always  praifng 
thee  X' 

But  befides  being  thsuikful  to  God  alway^  we  T>ught. 

II.  To  be  thankful  to  hioifor  all  things. 

TJiat  the  gift  of  life,  taking  the  whole  of  it  together,  is  juft-. 
ly  a  ground  of  thankfgiving,  we  cannot  queftion,  without  quef- 
tioning  alfo  the  goodnefs  of  the  giver.  Yet  whether  we  arc 
indeied  ^ahkful,  and  to'  what  degree,  for  the  fum  total  of  A 
united,  we  JbouM  jdo  well  to  examine  ourfelves.  But  the  a- 
poftle  exprefsly  enjoins  us  to  be  fo  for  each  part  feparately. 
Beit  ever  fo  affliftive,  we  have  deferved  much  worfe:  and 
therefore  ought  lo  Wefe  oiir  merciful  Father,  that  the  blow  came 
no  fooner,  that  it  was  no  heavier,  that  it  was  repeated  no  of- 
tener.  But  thcn^  befides,.  the  fame  apoftle  hath  told  us,  that ' 
all  things  work  together  for  good  to  them  who  love  God  §.  We 
ife  extremdy  prone  to  think  otherwife,  when  any  unpleafing 

'  occurrence 
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occurrence  befalls  us ;  and  to  faj  with  good  old  J'acob^  all  thefe 
things  are  againjl  me  *.  But  as  he  found  moft  unexpededly^ 
t&at  the  grievances,  which  he  bemoaned,  were  the  very  inftru- 
jnents  of  his  happinefs  throughout  the  remainder  of  his  days  : 
fo  have  very  many  fince,  and  fo  verj  pofflbly  may  we^.  expe-» 
tience  the  like' unforfeen  connexion,  I  have  fliewn  you,  in 
Ipeaking  on  the  fubje6ts  related  to  this,  from  what  evils  our 
bufferings  or  dlfaci vantages  often  preferve  us^  what  benefits 
they  often  procure  us.  Indeed  we  frequently  acknowledge, 
that  to  fuch  or  fuch  a  misfortune  or  difappointment  we  are 
Indebted  for  our  efcapje  from  deftruftive  danger^,  or  our  at-^ 
tainmenf  of  moft  defirable  bleffings.  But  -tve  might  difceru 
many  more  events  of  this  nature,  would  we  look  for  them  ; 
and  we  fliould  believe  there  are  fuch  very  commonly,  when  w© 
fannot  fee  them.  It  is  s^n  afl:  of  duty  owing  tp  him,  whofe 
power  and  wifdom  can  eafily  bring  good  out  of  evil :  and  an 
zSc  of  prudence,  which  we  owe  to  ourfelves,  as  the  fure  way 
of  turni Jig  every  gloomy  appearance  into  a  chearful  one. 

An^i^were  our  troubles  and  croffes  never  to  end  in  augment- 
ing our-  temporal  welfare,  yet  they  may  and  will,  if  it  be  not 
our  own  fault,  contribujte  to  a  far  greater  felicity,  our  moral 
and  fpiritual  irrvprovement.     Sometimes  we  cannot  avoid  per- 
ceiving their  medicinal  and  falutary  tendency  :  often  we  might 
perceive  it  by  the  help  of  a  little  ferious  confideration :  and  they 
may  be  extremely  req^uifite,  when  at  the  time  we  perceive  it 
not.     For  both  our  outward  dangers  and  our  inward  weak- 
ueffea  are  very  commonly  unfeen  by  us  :  whence  wc  imagine, 
ourfelves  to  be  in  perfedl  fafety,  while  we  are  really  in  immi- 
nent hazard.     But  the  Great  Phyfician  of  our  fouls  knows  our . 
true  and  whole  ft  ate:  and  it  ig  unfpeakable  goodnefs  in  him,  to, 
apply  th^  remedies,  be  they  ever  fo  rough,  which  our  cafe  dfe«» 
mands,  and  a  due  regimen  obferved  on  our  part  will  render  ef- 
fectual.    When  a.  needful,  but  harfli  operation  is  prefcribed  to 
be  performed  on  us.  by  one  of  our  fellow-creatures,  though  we 
are  fenfible  we  muft  feel  from  it  exquiiSte  pain,  yet  we  chufe 
to  undergo  it,  we  defire  to  have  it  completely  gone  through, 
without  fparing  us  ;  and  even  during  the  fmart,  we  blefs  the 
fkilful  hand,   that  inflifts  the  wound.     Surely  then  we  lhou,ld 
bear  as  willingly,   at  leaft,  the  cbajlenings  of  the  Lordj  and, 
neither  faint  nor  murmur  when  we  are  rebuked  of  him*     For^ 

whom. 

•Gen.  xlii.  26». 


fe ER.  VI.         On  givifig  rn^nhfor  aU  tthingu  «j 

v)hom  the  Lord  loveth^  he  chafteneth  ;  and  fcourgeth  every  fon^ 
whom  he  receivetb  *. 

The  worldly  advcintagei^  that  we  have  wifhed  for  in  vain, 
might  not  only  have  failed  to  produce  in  us  a  due  fenfe  of  gra- 
titude towards  Godj  which  alone  would  have  been  heinous 
guilt,  but  might  have  tempted  us  to  irregularities,  to  pride,  to 
uijurioHs  behaviour,  to  a  ruinous  choice  of  the  good  things 
of  this  life  for  our  portion  :  Whereas  the  uneafineiTes  and  for- 
rows,  that,  we  groaii  under,  may  fecure  us  from  vicious  cour- 
fes,  may  teach  us  humility  and  compaffion,  may  raife  our  af- 
feftions  above  earthly  objects.  Before  I  was  affiiBed^  faith  the 
plalmift,  /  went  ajlray  :  hut  now  have  I  kept  thy  word.  It  is 
good  for  me  that  I  have  been  aJUBed^  that  I  niigitt  learn  thy 
fiatutes  f .  No  chaJfeniHg  for  the  prefent^  faith  the  apoftle,yj^f»- 
eth  to  be  joyous^  but  grievous  :  neverthelefs,  afterwards^  it  yield" 
etb  the  peaceable  fruits  of  righteoufnefs  unto  them,  which  are  rar- 
trcifed  thereby  t.  If  men  be  hotden  in  cords  of  affiiBion^  faith 
Zlihu  in  Johy  then  God  Jheweth  them  their  workj  and  their 
tranfgrejjionsj  that  they  have  exceeded :  he  openeth  their  ear  to 
difcipline  ;  and  commandethy  that  they  return  from  iniquity^ 
If  they  obey  andferve  him^  they  fhall fpend  their  days  in  prof pe^ 
ritjy  and  their  years  in  pleafure  §• 

Whatever  makes  us  better,  will  ordinatily  make  lis  happief 
even  now.  For  our  faults  and  follies  are  i^hat  ufually  bring 
on  our  troubles  :  and  in  that  cafe  amendmenU  is  the  likelieft 
way  to  remove  them,  and  prevent  more.  Or  fuppofe  it  proves 
othttwife,  mere  confcioufnefs  of  amendment  will  adminifter  no 
finall  confolation.  And  as  there  is  very  commonly  pitiable 
wretckednefs  hid  under  fliewifli  profperity,  fo  there  may  be 
fweet  tranquility  of  mind  Under  fore  calamities.  In  tie  muU 
titude  of  the  forrowsy  thai  I  had  in  my  hearty  thy  comforts  have 
refrejhed  my  foul  ^.  Innocence  gives  great  joy  in  the  midft  of 
fufferings  :  why  may  not  piety,  fuperadded  to  innocence  or  to 
penitence,  give  gfeater  ?  Few,  alas,  are  qualified  for  fuch  feel- 
ings ;  and  therefore  the  mention  of  thetn  may  feem  ftrange : 
bttt  as  they  are  pdrfeftly  rational,  we  may  juftly,  on  the  au- 
thority of  fcripture,  believe  God  to  excite  and  ftrengthcn  thenx 
in  devout  tninds  to  fuch  a  degree,  as  to  make  them  abundantly 
tn  over-balance  to  the  hcavieft  prcffures  of  this  life.    Or  if  they . 

be 
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fee  tiot,  the  chriftian  temper,  formed  and  cultivated  within  us 
hj  the  means  of  thefe  preflures^  will  fit  'us  for  higher  rewards 
in  the  life  to  conie.  So  that  Indeed  the  burthen^  which  our 
Maker  lays  upon  us,  are  intended  by  him,  who  knoweth  our 
framt\  and  whereof  we  are  made  *,  as  a  requifite  preparatioti 
for  our  trued  good ;  thai  we  may  hejlrengthened  with  all  mighty 
according  to  his  glorious  power,  unto  patience  and  long  fuffering 
%nth  joyful /lefs.  ;  and  give  thanks  unto  the  Fatier,  who  maketh 
us  meet  to  be  partaikers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light -^-^ 
Were  we  but  influenced  by  this  confideration  as  we  ought,  we 
feould  fay  to  God  with  pleafing  wonder,  what  Jt)h  faith  by 
^ay  6f  difcontented  expoftulation.  What  is  man,  that  thoit 
Jhoutdejl  magnify  him  thus  ;  that  thou  floouldefi  fet  thin^  heart 
upon  him ;  xhzt  thou  Ihouldeft  vifl  hirh  every  mornings  and 
try  him  every  moment  J  ? 

But  fuppofing  the  trials  we  undergo,  fli6iild  not  iniproVe  our 
virtues  at  all,  yet  they  muft  be  deemed  a  very  fevete  exercife 
of  them  :  and  even  were  fuch  exercife  to  impair  fome  of  theiri 
a  little  J  provided  It  be  not  through  undutiful  mift)ehaviour 
tmder  th6n[|,  but  merely  from  weaknefs,  contrary  to  our  wills 
a«d  beft  endea\N)urs,  undoubtedly  eVery  fingle  circumftance  of 
twr  cafe  will  be  isquitably  confidered  in  our  favour.  Ft  i§  tru6, 
our  moil  laborious  Service  hath  no  nierit  in  it :  but  througli 
the  unmerited  goodnefs  of  God,  If  we  endure  hardnefs  as  good 
foldiers  of  Jefus  Chrifl^^  we  fliall  be  plentifully  recompenfed 
by  the  Captain  of  6ur  Salvation  %.  For,  as  St.  Taul  tfiuml 
phantly  eikpreffes  It,  all  things  are  for  our  fakes,  every  defpen- 
fation  of  providence  Is  defigned  to  ehcreafe  our  future  bleffed- 
»efs,  that  the  ahundant  grace  may,  through  the  thanhfgiving 
efmany,  redound  to  the  glory  of  God,  For  our  light  affli&ion, 
which  is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for'  us  afar  more  exceeding 
and  eternal  weight  of  glory  |J .  Therefore  let  us,  like  him,  as 
well  as  can,  rejoice  in  tribulations  ;  knowing  that  irtbutation 
worketh  patience  ;  and  patience,  experience  y  and  experience^  hbpe'; 
and  hope  maketh  not  ajbamed  **. 

Still  we  are  by  no  means  to  run,  either  v/ilfully  or  fcarelefsly 
jnto  unneceflary  troubles  ;  or  expofe  ourfelves   by  indolence 
and  negleftto  unneceflary  lofl^s,  failures,  and  difappolntments  : 
for  under  fuch  we  have  no  promi^  that  heaven  will  fupport  us^^ 
br  make  uS  the  leaft  cdmpenfation  for  them.  Bilt  wheri  the  hand 

oi 

*  Pfal.  ciii.  14.  t  Col.  i.  11^  12.  \  Job  vii.  17,  18. 

$  i  Tim.  ii.  3.    t  H«b.  ii.  lO.      ||  a  Cor.  iv.  15, 1 7.     ]*  Rom.  v.  «,  $• 


Siift.  VI.  On  giving  Thanh  fo)r  all  Things.  6$ 

of  providence  brings  them  on,  God  is  faithful^  who  will  not 
fujer  us  to  be  tempted  ahove  that  we  are  able  *  :  and  fince  he 
will  alfo  reward  us  for  bearing  what  he  ftrengthens  us  to  bear, 
well  maj  tire  count  it  all  joy y  when  led  by  him,  we  fall  into 
divers  temptations  f . 

Joy  of  this  kind  indeed,  will  unavoidably  be  mixed,  in  our 
weak  natures,  with  an  allay  of  uneafinefs,  and  probably  no 
fmall  one.  Bat  be  it  ever  fo  great,  were  it  enough  to  extin«- 
guiih  for  the  prefent  all  feeling  of  pleature  and  thankfuln^efs 
intirely ;  yet  we  may  certainly  refleft,  that  we  have  caufe  to  be 
pleafed  and  thankful,  if  we  could.  And  this  alone  will  make 
our  worft  fufFerings  much  more  tolerable,  than  if  we  were  to 
confider  them  as  fo  much  evil  without  any  thing  to  counter- 
balance it.  Befides,  by  looking  on  every  thing  in  fo  animat- 
ing a  view,  appearances  will  gradually  change  for  the  better, 
the  vigour  of  our  minds  will  augment,  and  we  fhall  come  to 
fmile  at  events,  that  formerly  would  have  terrified  and  over- 
whelmed us.  Bat  this  is  wholly  on  fuppoGtion,  that,  with 
oar  heartieft  efforts,  we  join  our  moft  earneft  prayers  for  grac^ 
to  help  in  time  of  need  f.  The  attacks  upon  us  are  often  fud- 
den,  violent,  and  long :  our  own  abilities,  we  have  had  but 
too  much  proof,  are  inconfiderable ;  and  apt  to  fail  us  the 
moft,  when  we  depend  on  them  with  the  fuUeft  confidence* 
But  the  divine  affiftance  can  enable  us  to  do  eV-ery  thing  :  and, 
though  our  beginnings  be  feeble,  yet,  if  we  fincerely  truft  iri 
God,  and  faithfully  exert  the  powers  he  will  give  us,  out  of  weak* 
nefs  we  fhall  be  made  Jlrong  §,  and  not  only  run  with  patience  the 
race  that  is  fet  before  us  ^,  but  greatly  rejoice  that  now  fot 
a  feafon^  if  need  be^  we  are  in  heavinefs  through  manifold  temp^ 
tations  ;  well  knowing  the  gracious  intention  of  our  heavenly 
Father  to  be  this,  that  the  trial  of  our  faith  may  he  found  unto 
praife^  and  honour^  and  glory^  at  the  appearing^  of  'JcJ'us 
ChriJlW. 

Let  us  therefore  feriouQy  and  often  recoiled  not  only  the 
monftrous  ingratitude  of  repining,  and  the  very  blameable  un- 
reafonablcHefs  of  defpondency,  but  the  ftrong  obligation  of  be- 
ing as  thankfal  for  all  things,  as  the  infirmity  of  our  nature 
will  permit.  Indeed  merely  ufing  pious  words  of  thankfulnefs 
for  affiiAions,  infincerely,.  without  any  correfpondent  fenfe  of 

Voir.  I.  I  what 
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what  we  utter,  would  be  an  afFeftation,  difguftful  to  men,  and 
provoking  to  God,  But  forming  our  hearts,  in  the  degree  that 
we  are  able,  to  the  real  fpirit  of  it,  is  one  of  the  nobleft  exer- 
cifes  of  inward  devotion.  As  we  are  imperfedl  in  feverj  duty, 
we  (hall  in  all  likelihood  be  more  peculiarly  imperfeft  in  fo 
exalted  and  difficult  a  one  :  and  we  fliould  not  be  dejefted  on 
finding  that  we  are.  But  neither  {bould  we  ever  ceafe  cither 
praying  or  endeavouring  to  attain  what  is  in  truth  a  valuable 
part  of  the  temper  of  heaven.  When  we  come  thither,  we 
ihall  clearly  perceive  the  ufefulnefs  of  our  moft  exquifite  fuffer- 
ings  here,  and  praife  God  for  them  to  eternity  ;  therefore  let 
us  be  pcrfuaded  of  their  ufefulnefs  in  the  mean  time,  and  begin 
to  praife  him  for  them  now. 

But  thefe  and  all  our  praifes  the  apoftle  dircfts  us, 
.IIL  To  offer  up  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  "Jefus  Chrifl* 

By  him^  as  the  fcriptiire  exprefsly  teaches,  God\  made  the 
nvorlds  *  :  hy  hiin  were  all  things  created^  that  are  in  heaven  and 
that  are  in  earthy  vijihle  and  invijihle :  all  things  were  created 
by  him  and  for  him^  and  hy  him  all  things  conjifl  f.  Therefore 
in  every  ad  of  worfliip,  his  name  Is  to  be  joined  with  that  of 
the  Father  Almighty.  By  him  have  the  various  difpenfations 
of  providence  been  adminiftered  from  the  beginning  :  and  par- 
ticularly that  moft  important  one  of  the  reftoration  of  fallen 
and  corrupted  man,  through  the  tender  mercy  of  our  GodXi  ^^^ 
bath  delivered  us  fj-om  the  power  of  darknefsy  and  hath  tran/la^ 
fed  us  into  the  kingdom  of  his  dear  Son  ;  in  whom  we  have  re* 
demption  through  his  bloody  even  the  forgive nefs  of  our  fns  \* 
Therefore  all  our  thankfgivitigs  ought  to  commemorate  the 
fource  of  all  our  blefiings.  Honour^  and  glory y  and  power ^  be 
unto  him  that  fittoth  upon  the  throne^  and  unto  the  Lamb  for 
ever  and  ever.'  For  thou  wa/l  Jlain,  and  hcfl  redeemed  us  to 
God  through  thy  bloody  out  of  every  kindred^  and  tongue^  and 
people^  and  nation  ^.  By  him  alfo  was  the  knowledge  of  their 
duty  and  hopes  revealed  to  mankind  :  by  him  the  dny-fpring 
from  on  high  vifited  us  to  give  light  to  them  that  fat  in  darlnefs 
and  in  thefrjadow  of  deaths  and  guide  ^our  feet  into  the  way  of 
peace  ^'^^  Through  the  fpirit  ofChrifl,  which  was  in  themf\-y  the' 
prophets  of  the  Old  Teftament  directed  and  cheered  the  earlier 
ages :  his  ovrn  perfonal  inflru&ions  much  more  abundantly  en- 
lightened 

•  Heb.  i.  2.        t  Col.  i.  i6,  t?-        ♦  Luke  i.  78.        5  Co!,  i.  13,  14. 
t  Rev.  V.  13,  »9'  ••  Luke  1 73,  7^.  tf  1  Pet.  x.  il. 
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lightened  the  apoftles  :  and  the  fucceffion  of  teachers,  which  he 
appointed,  hath  conveyed  the  glad  tidings  of  his  gofpel  down 
to  us,  and  will  to  the  worid's  end.  Thanks  he  unto  God  for  his 
ttfifpeakahU  gift  *. 

Reafoning  had  bewildered  men  in  multitudes  of  errors,  and 
led  them  into  very  little  truth.  It  could  not  lead* them  into 
any  certainty  of  thofe  truths,  which  were  of  i;he  greateil  im- 
portance to  finners  :  pardon,  grace,  and  eternal  happin*  fs.  It 
could  not  aflure  us  of  that  comfortable  do&rine  of  the  text, 
that  we  have  caufQ  to  thank  God.  for  every  thing  which  be- 
falls us-  For  how  fliould  the  wifefl:  of  men  att^^in,  by  the  mere 
exercife  of  his  own  faculties,  to  know  whether  it  be  pofiible  in 
the  nature  of  things,  and  fit  upon  the  whole,  for  the  Supreme 
Being  to  order  all  events  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  every  one 
of  them  fliall  be  for  the  benefit  of  every  good  pcrfon  ?  We  may 
wifli  this  indeed  ;  we  may  hope  it  j  and  it  is  the  mcft  glorioiis 
hope  that  we  are  capable  of :  but  a  ground  of  firm  reliance  can 
be  only  from  the  gracious  declarations  of  our  blefied  Lord,  or 
his  authorized  fervants  :  and  we  are  ftridly  bound  to  alk  and 
receive  this  and  every  bounty  from  above,  as  bjlicvcrs  in  him. 
Juilly  then  doth-  St.  Paul  direft  us  :  Whatfoever  ys  doy  in 
word  or  deed^  do  all  in  the  name  of  the  JLord'JefuSy  giving  thanks 
to  God  and  the  Father  by  him  f .  And  again  ;  In  e'Dery  thirig 
give  thanks  :  for  this  is  the  will  ofGed  in  Jcfus  Chriji  concern-^ 
ing  you  X'  Suitably  to  which  precepts,  St.  Peter  repiefcnts  it 
as  the  great  end  of  our  whoje  behaviour,  that  God  may  be  glo^ 
rified  in  all  things  through  Jefus  Chrifl  §.  By  him  therefore^ 
as  the  epillle  to  tlie  Hebrews  exhorts,  let  us  off^r  the  facrifce  of 
praife  to  God  continually y  giving  thanks  to  his  nane'^^.  His  mer- 
ciful purpofe  in  what  he  hath  done  for  us,  and  what  he  hath 
taught  us,  is  that  we  may  be  happy,  not  only  hereafter,  but 
even  here.  Thefe  things  have  I  fpokcn  unto  you,  that  in  me 
ye  might  have  peace.  In  the  world  ye  fhall  have  tribulation  : 
hut  be  of  good  cheer;  I  have  overcome  the  world  **.  He  under- 
went, on  our  account,  the  moft  dreadful  of  all  aiBidions,  for 
this  reafon  amongft  others,  to  leave  us  an  example  that  wejhould 
follow  hisflepsWy  and  look  unto  Jefus  the  author  andfnljher  of 
ourfaithy  that  we  may  not  be  wearied  and  faint  in  our  minds  XX  > 
hut  rejoice  in  as  much  as  we  are  pftrtakers  of  ChrifVs  fufferings, 

I  2  that 

•  2  Cor.  ix.  15.         t  Col.  iii.  ry.        J^i  ThelT.  v.  18.        $  i  Pet.  ir.  if. 
1  Heb.  xiii.  15.      **  John  xvi.  33.      ft  i  Pet.  ii.  ai.      \\  Heb.  xsi,  2,  3. 
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that  when  his  glory  Jhall  be  revealed^  we  may  he  glad  with  f  »- 
ceedingjoy*. 

And  now,  were  but  all  who  profefs  CHriftianitj  careful  to 
qualify  themfelves  for  looking  on  the  various  occurrences  of 
life,  whether  profperous  or  adverfe,  as  tokens  of  God's  kind 
purpofes  towards  theni  for  the  fake  of  his  dear  Son,  and  con- 
fcientious  in  paying  him  fincerely  fuitable  acknowledgments : 
how  void  would  they  be  of  rcfentment  to  each  other  ;  how  full 
of  pity  to  fuch  as  would  injure  them,  knowing  that  they  can 
only  hurt  themfelves  :  what  a  pleafing  fecurity  againft  fear  and 
difappointment,  what  Jlrong  confolation  f ,  under  forrow  and 
pain,  what  a  powerful  fupport  under  aU  the  decays  of  body  ot 
mind  would  they  enjoy  :  how  delightful  would  be  their  inter- 
cotirfe  with  Heaven,  confiding  almoft  wholly ,  in  a6ls  of  grati- 
tude and  praifc  :  how  blifsful  a  fenfe  of  God's  love  to  theni 
muft  they  feel  continually  increafing ;  and  how  irrefiftiblc  a  re- 
commendation of  the  doBrine  of  God  our  Saviour  %  tnuft  thef© 
adniirable  fruits  of  it  exhibit  to  all  mankind  !  Very  diflPerent 
is  the  prcfent  flate  of  things.  But  to  every  one  who  fteadily 
pradifes  this  duty,  the  benefits  of  it  are  juft  the  fame  as  if  it 
were  praftifed  univerfally.  All  outward  moleftations,  inftead 
of  defl:roying  his  inward  peace,  contribute,  he  knows,  to  pro- 
mote his  true  welfare.  And  though  he  is  tenderly  grieved  for 
the  guilt,  and  the  mlfery  prefent  and  future,  of  the  incorrigibly 
bad,  while  they  applaud  themfelves,  and  defpife  or  hate  him,  yet 
his  concern  is  tempered  with  that  placed  acquiefccnce  in  the 
moft  awful  partg  of  God's  will,  which  the  Redeemer,  though  he 
'U)ept  over  'Jerufalem  §,  felt  when  he  faid  :  /  thank  thce^  O  Fa-- 
ther,  Lord  of  heaven  and  earthy  that  thou  haji  hid  thefe  things 
from  il^e  uoife  and  prudent^  meaning  in  their  own  imaginations, 
ahd  hajl  revealed  them  unto  haheSy  perfons  of  an  humble  fimpli- 
city  of  heart  :  Even  fq^  Father^  for  fo  it  fcemed  good  in  thy 
fght  %,  Yet,  though  cordially  reconciled  to  every  thing  which 
he  fees  and  expefts,  the  gecd  Chriftian  pleafes  himfelf  peculi- 
arly with  the  profpe£t  of  that  promifed  time,  when  on  this  earth 
all  the  people  fiall  he  righteous  **  :  but  inexprcfilbly  more  with 
the  afiurance  of  a  blefled  eternity,  in  which  all  who  are  2c- 
counted  worthy  to  partake  mall  at  .length  magnify  the  Judge 
of  the  world,  with  vinmixed  d^light^  for  eyery  thirg  they  have 

•  Pet.  5v.  13.  t  H€b.  v\.  18.    •  ♦  Th.  ii.  10. 

§  Luke  Kij;.  41,        ^  Mat.  xi.  25^  26.    Lvlc  y^  2i,        «•  Ifa.  Ix.  2i. 
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fuffered,  as  well  as  every  thing  they  have  enjoyed;  and  Jing 
thefong  of  Mofes  the  fervant  of  God,  and  the  fang  of  the  Lamb^ 
the  final  refult  of  all  the  divine  revelations,  recorded  from  the 
&T^i  faying :  Great  and  marvellous  are  thy  works y  Lord  God 
Almighty  :  juji  and  true  are  thy  ways,  thou  King  of  Saints. 
IVbo  Jball  not  fear,  thee,  0  Lord,  and  ghrify  thy  name  ?  For 
thou  only  art  holy, — thy  judgments  are  made  manifejl  *• 


'  Rev.  XV.  3>  4« 
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O?  AN  Inoffensive  Life. 


Isaiah  i.  i6,  17. 
'^^Ceafe  to  do  evily  learn  to  do  welL^^ 

npHE  order  in  which  thefe  words  are  placed,  was  evidently 
defigned  to  teach  us,  that  the  foundation  of  adling  right  is 
avoiding  every  thing  wrong.  Several  other  parts  of  fcripture 
lay  dov/n  the  fame  rule  in  almoft  the  fame  terms  *  :  and  many 
exprefs,  or  implj,  thq  fame  dodtrine  ;  putting  repentance  before 
faith  and  obedience  f^  Even  heathen  authors,  in  very  diftant 
ages  and  countries,  have  given  the  like  direftion  J,  And  in- 
deed every  one  mull  own  the  juftnefs  of  it ;  but  ftill  very  few- 
appear  to  perceive  or  attend  fufficiently  to  its  importance  : 
which,  therefore,  I  fliall  endeavour  to  ftiew  you, 

I.  More  briefly,  in  refpeft  of  our  condudl  in  general ; 

II.  More  at  large,  in  refpeft  of  our  behaviour  to  each  other^ 
I,  In  refpecl  of  our  conduct  in  general. 

It  is  plainly  the  natural  and  rational  method  to  begin  with 
removing  what  elfe  v^^ill  obftru6t  our  progrefs,  and  to  make 
unity  within  our  own  breafls  our  earnefl:  care.  He  who  hath 
only  confiilent  purfuits  may  follow  them  with  a  profpedl  of 
fuccefs  :  but  a  mind,  divided  and  diflradted  between  contrary 
principles  of  adlion,  can  hope  for  nothing,  but  to  be  drawn 
backward  and  forward  by  them  continually,  as  they  chance  to 

prevail 

•  Pfal.  xxxiv.  T4.  xxxvii.  27.    Amos  v.  15.    Rom.  xii.  9.    I  Pet.  iii.  ii.. 

t  Matth.  xxi.  32.     Mark  i.  15.     At^s  xx.  21.     Tit.  ii.  12,  13. 

\  QtpxrtVH  xjti  ^o1i^»  [n  tsfxiietx"]  rn  nuSa^hun  ^uvx/xei'  f*9*  orav  xafJapScoy/r^ 
irvj  avUi  enTuyH  tz^o^  t»(  aptlaCf  jc.  t.  ^  Ceb.  Tab.  p.  35.  Ed.  SaJin.  Sa- 
picnlii  prijna  eft  ilultitia  caruIiTe.    Hon  Epift.  i.  i.     l\g  a/jvo/tos?  awn 

/j:r^Sn^oUpaj  vyu-fti^  trt  KtthXtovec  fJi,iia.Qatv6ti  ^pn  -ar^Qlov   f^ifAstv  rot   tm^  xaxq-» 
luiac  toy,  y.m  Ton  roif  riif    lu^'wicrf    afxbini  rg'^f^xi.     *H    ysp    v^'^v^rap^vaa 

io^nu    Simpl.  in  Epict.  c  6. 


Ser.  VII.  Of  an  tnoffenjtve  lift.  ^t 

prevail  in  their  turns.  Things,  indeed,  that  do  but  acciden- 
tallj  give  fqine  little  hindrance  to  eac^i  otlier  now  and  then, 
maj  be  profecuted  together,  and  the  due  preference,  when  they 
interfere,  be  adjufted  well  enough.  »  But  fin  and  duty  are  fo 
elTentially  oppofite,  that  their  interefts  cau  never  be  reconciled. 
They  flow  from  different  motives,  proceed  by  different  means, 
aim  at  different  ends,  and  thwart  one  another  perpetually.  And 
it  is  to  men's  overlooking  thi$  obvious  truth,  that  the  mifcar-* 
riage  of  their  good  intentions,  the  irrefolution  ©f  their  lives, 
the  incoherence  of  their  charafters,  in  a  great  meafure,  owes 
its  rife.  Every  one  of  us  knows,  in  the  main,  what  he  ought 
to  do :  ^vttj  one  feels  an  approbation  of  it ;  and  fo  far,  at  leaft, 
a  difpofition  to  it.  But  then  he  feels  alfo  difpofitions  quite  ad- 
verfe :  and  though  he  fees  them  to  be  unwarrantable,  yet  it  is 
painful  to  root  them  out,  and  not  pleafing  even  to  take  notice 
of  them.  So,  to  avoid  trouble,  both  forts  are  allowed  to  grow 
up  together  as  they  can  ;  and,  which  will  thrive  fafler,  foon 
appears.  The  foil,  corrupt  nature,  is  by  far  the  moft  inclined 
to  weeds :  they  Sprout  up  without  number,  and  choke  the  good 
feed.  Perhaps  but  one  or  two  forts  of  wickednefs  were  intend- 
ed to  be  indulged  :  but  thefe  have  unforefeen  connexions  with 
others,  and  thofe  with  more.  Or,  had  they  none,  when  men 
have  once  yielded  to  do  but  a  fingle  thing  amifs,  they  have  no 
firm  ground  to  ftand  upon  in  refufing  to  do,  a  fecond,  and  a 
third :  fo  gradually  they  lofe  their  ftrength,  God  withdraws 
his  help,  and  they  fall  from  bad  to  worfe.  Often  this  ends  in 
their  prefent  worldly  ruin.  But  if  they  efcape  it,  nay,  if  they 
«fcape  growing  continually  more  wicked,  ftill  they  aie  incspa^ 
ble  of  that  delightful  confcioufnefs  v*hich  arifcs  from  uniform 
integrity  of  heart ;  they  can  have  no  true  peace,  while  vices 
are  ftruggling  in  their  breafts  with  one  another,  as  well  as  with 
virtue ;  they  condemn,  they  lament  themfelves  ;  they  make  ear- 
neft  refolutions  to  reform  in  this  and  that  point ;  but  making 
none  to  reform  in  all,  they  relapfe,  and  go  on  as  they  did  be- 
fore. Many  of  tliem  try  hard,  and  no  wonder,  to  ^^X.  opinions 
that  win  quiet  them  in  their  practices  :  amongft  which  one  of 
the  moll  prevalent  is,  the  notion  of  compenfating  by  good 
deeds  for  evil.  But  how  can  our  beft  adlions  poffibly  make 
amends  for  our  fin?,  when  they  are  only  our  duty  *,  though 
We  had  never  finned  ?  Or  if  any  one  doth  bring  himfclf  to  be- 
lieve 
•  Luke  xvii.  lO. 
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lieve  this  ;  in  proportion  as  he  becomes  more  eafy,  he  will  be- 
come more  profligate.  He  will  think  himfelf  at  liberty  to  com- 
mit any  crime  he  pleafes,  provided  he  doth  but  intend  to  give 
God  fuch  or  fuch  fatisfadion  for  it>  which,  perhaps,  he  will  af- 
terwards forget,  or  invent  fome  pretence  to  omit.  But  if  he 
doth  not ;  as  they  that  run  thefe  leQgtbs  quickly  come  to  value 
their  good  deeds  at  as  high,  and  their  ill  at  as-  low  a  rate  as  they 
have  a  mind ;  they  commonly  reckon  a  very  little  of  the  former 
cquiV^ent  to  a  great  deal  of  the  latter.  And  if  they  are  but 
noted  for  any  fiogle  inftance  of  obedience,  it  gives  them  vanity 
enough  to  efteem  themfelves  not  only  fafe,  but  highly  in  the 
divine  favour,  let  them  difobey  in  ever  fo  many  :  perhaps  it 
dazzles  and  blinds  them  fo,  that  they  fcarcely  perceive  their 
own  failures  in  any,  or  fcarcely  imagine  them  worth  regard- 
ing. Nay,  fometimes  afts  of  mere  fuperftition  and  folly,  in- 
deed of  wickednefs  too,  under  a  thin  difguife  of  religion,  have 
been  all  the  atonement  offered  to  heaven  for  an  ill-fpent  life, 
and  have  been  deemed,  a  moll  meritorious  one.  But  will  God 
accept  even  a  real  part  of  what  we  owe  him,  wten  paid  with 
defign  to  cheat  liim  of  the  reft  ?  His  nature,  his  word,  plainly 
tell  us  the  contrary.  He  is  holy,  and  requires  univerfdl  holi- 
nefs.  Hi  hath  warned  us,  that  no  man  canferve  two  majiers  * : 
and  that  whofoever  Jhall  keep  the  whole  iaWy  and  yet  offind  in 
one  pointy  he  is  guilty  of  all  \.  Such  therefore  only  as  are  care- 
ful to  do  every  thing  which  they,  ought,  and  are  fenfiblei  that 
when  they  have  dontf  all,  they  are  unprofitahle  fervants  Jj  intit- 
led  to  acceptance  only  for  the  fake  of  a  gracious  Redeemer's 
merits,  have  caufe  to  hope  well.  Others^i/zV^  on  the/and^  hyxt 
they  on  a  rock^.  Their  fuperftrufture  will  ftand  firm  againil 
llorms,  and  may  be  fafely  raifed  to  the  greateft  heights.  God 
will  pardon  their  infirmities,  and  affift  their  endeavours  :  they 
will  of  courfe  be  making  a  continual  progrefs>  and  for  every 
:(lep  of  it  will  receive  a  proportionable  reward,  probably  here, 
certainly  hereafter.  In  fliort,  let  men  devife  what  methods 
they  will,  there  is  but  one  effcftual  :  keep  iniiocency^  and  take 
heed  unto  the  thing  that  is  right :  for  that  Jhall  biing  a  man  ' 
peace  at  the  Iqft  ^. 

But  though  avoiding  to  do  evil  through  the  whole  of  our 
conduct  is  requifite,  if  ever  we  would  do  well :  yet  in  the  text,  , 

by 

•  Matth.  VI.  24.  t  James  ii.  10,  \  Luke  xvii.  !©• 
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bj  what  precedes  and  follows,  the  prophet  feems  to  have  in- 
tended it  peculiarly  as  a  direction  for  our  focial  condu£l:  where, 
indeed,  we  fhall  find  it  peculiarly  neceffary,  when  we  confider, 

IL  The  importance  of  behaving  inofFenfively  to  each  other. 

It  is  a  remarkable  thing  in  the  conftitution  of  this  ^world, 
that  we  have  much  more  power  of  producing  mifery  in  it  tlian 
happinefs.  Every  one,  down  to  the  mofl  infignificant,  is  cdpa- 
tie  of  giving  uneafinefs  and  difquiet,  nay,  grievous  pain  and 
.affliftion  to  others,  and  often  to  great  numbers,  without  the 
leaft  difficulty  ;  while  even  thofe  of  fuperior  abilities  in  every 
way,  can  hardly  difcover  the  means,  unlefe  it  be  within  a  very 
narrow  compafs  now  and  then,  of  doing  any  great  good,  of 
communicating  any  confidv^rable  pleafure.  Befides,  the  effefts 
of  kindneffes  may  always  be  intirely  loft :  but  thofe  of  injuries 
too  frequently  can  never  be  remedied.  And  therefore  we 
ought  to  watch  over  ourfelves  with  perpetual  care^  examine 
the  tendency  of  all  our  words  and  aftions^  and,  not  contented 
with  meaning  no  harm,  be  folicitous  to  do  none.  TheTiarm 
that  We  do  through  heedleffnefs  is  certainly  not  fo  criminal,  as 
if  it  were  purpofcly  contrived :  but  may  be  almoft,  if  not  quite, 
as  feverely  felt  notwithftanding  :  or  though  it  were  but  {light- 
ly, why  Ihould  we  be  fo  inadvertent,  as  unneceflarily  to  caufe 
but  an  hour^s,  nay,  a  moment's  vexation  or  grief  to  one  of  our  . 
brethren  ;  or  deprive  him  of  the  fmalleft  of  thofe  innocent*  gra- 
tifications, that  help  to  alleviate  the  forrows  of  life,  and  make 
the  paffage  through  it  comfortable  ?  The  little  we  enjoy  of 
good,  is^  with  reafon,  very  precious  to  us  :  and  we  have  a  right 
to  exped,  that  others  Ihould  take  the  troubk  of  fome  moderate 
caution,  not  to  trample  upon  and  deftroy  it.  Human  happinefs 
is  a  tender  plant,  which  every  rude  breath  is  fufficient  to  blaft : 
and  all  have  lb  quick  a  fenfe,  and  moft  men  fo  warm  a  refent- 
ment  of  any  thing  doiie,  though  innocently,  againft  their  inte- 
Jefts  or  inclinations,  that  they  ought  by  no  means  to  be  indif- 
ferent about  thofe  of  any  one  elfe.  Yet  how  often  are  not  only 
fmaller  inconveniences,  but  heavy  fufFerings,  brought,  from 
very  trifling  or  very  bad  motives,  on  fuch  as  did  not  deferve 
them  ?  Some,  under  colour  of  the  tendereft  aiFedlion,  feduce 
inconfiderate  creatures,  who,  buH  for  them,  would  never  have 
thought  of  doing  amifs,  into  guilt  and  wretchednefs,  merely  to 
gratify  a  brutal  appetite,  or  gain  empty  applaufe  from  fellow- 
libertine^.     Others  attempt  their  acquaintance,  by  fallacious 
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arguments  and  bad  examples,  to  imprudence,  extravagance,  in-^ 
temperance,  impiety.  A  third  fort  entertain  themfelves,  and 
their  ill-chofen  friends,  by  expofing  to  fcorn,  or  difquieting 
with  vexation,  juft  whomfoever  their  fancy  points  out  to  them: 
often  the  very  perfons  whdm  they  ought  to  refpeft  the  mott. 
And  the'  authors  of  all  thefe  diftrefles  can  raife  themfelves  di- 
vcrGon  even  from  reflecting  upon  them  afterwards  5  and,  by 
doing  mifchief  with  fo  much  good-humour,  appear  in  the  e}  es 
of  the  world,  and  in  their  own,  to  be  very  far  from  ill-natured. 
And,  it  may  be,  on  fome  occafions  they  are  hot  fuch  :  it  may 
be,  they  have  not,  on  any,  deliberately  purpofed  to  be  fuch* 
But  ftill  the  fruits  of  indulging  either  fenfual  defires,  or  even 
vanity  and  idle  gaity,  without  t-egard  to  confequences,  may  be 
as  bitter  as  thofe  of  the  keeneft  malice.  Nay,  indeed  the  dif- 
guifed  fmiling  enemy  is  the  more  dangerous,  as  he  is  unfuf- 
pcfted  ;  and  the  more  wicked,  as  he  is  unprcvocked.    . 

Bttt  men  of  more  {layed  and  thoughtful  charafters  venture 
alfo  too  commonly  on  dreadful  ilUtreatment  of  others,  and  yet 
make  a  fliift  to  think  well  of  themfelves :  not  only  withhold 
good  from  him  to  whom  it  is  due^  when  it  is  in  the  power  of 
their  hand  to  do  it*,  but  prey  upon  their  neighbours  by  oppref- 
fion  and  fraud,  grind  the  face  of  the  poor  f ,  take  advantage  of 
the  neceffity  or  ignorance  of  thofe  with  whom  they  are  con* 
cemed ;  exaft,  without  regard  to  equity,  whatever  they  can 
legally  demand  ;  and  imagine  it  very  eafy  to  procure  a  difpen- 
fation  for  all  this,  if  they  need  any.  Some  have  attempted  it 
by  voluntary  mortifications  and  abftinence.  But  the  fafi 
which  God  hath  chofen,  is  to  loofe  the  hands  of  wickednefs,  to 
undo  the  heavy  burdens y  and  let  the  opprejjed  go  freeX.  Some 
by  afts  of  devotion  :  but  he  that  turneth  his  ear  from  hearitfg 
the  law,  even  his  prayer  Jh all  he  ahomination  §.  Some  by  li- 
beralities to  pious  or  charitable  ufes  :  but  God  himfelf  hath 
told  us  :  I  the  Lord  love  judgement,  I  hate  rohhery  for  burnt* 
offering  %.  He  expeds  reftitution  to  the'  injured,  not  bounty 
to  other  purpofes,  inftead  6f  it :  much  lefs  indifcreet  genero- 
fitics  to  the  undeferving,  or  expenfive  afts  of  vanity  and  vclup- 
tuoufnefs,  under  pretence  of  encouraging  trade  and  labour ; 
which  many  feem  to  think  an  abundant  counterbalance  to  ever 
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fo  much  deceit  and  rapine,  as  well  as   debauchery  and  irreli- 
gion.  ' 

There  is  yet  a  third  fort,  who,  valuing  themfelves  highly  on  • 
their  fobriety  and  honefty,  conceive  their  difrefpeft  to  fuperiors, 
their  contempt  of  inferiors ,  their  want  of  courtefy  to  equals, 
their  caufelefs^  or  immoderate  anger,  their  evil-fpeaking  and 
uncharitablenefs,  to  be  ftnall  fins,  or  none.  Yet  furely,  if  any 
thing  be  our  own,  the  enjoyment  of  our  lives  and  characters  in 
p^ace  and  quiet,  unmolefted  by  rude  infults,  malicious  or  peevifli 
refentments,  unjuft  afperfions,  is  our  moil  valuable  property, 
and  taking  it  away  from  us,  one  of  the  worft  kinds  of  cruelty. 

Were  it  ever'fo  poffible  to  do  equal  good,  in  return  for  the 
harm  done  in  one  or  other  of  thefe  ways :  what  right  hath  any 
■one  to  play  thus  with  the  moil  ferious  intereils  of  his  fellow- 
creatures  ;  to  commit  injuries  iiril,  then  make  amends  for  them,  . 
when  and  how  he  thinks, fit  ?  If  it  be  to  a  diiFcrent  perfon,  the 
fufferer  is  not  in  the  leail  the  better  for  that.  If  it  be  to  the 
fame,  flill  what  amends  can  there  be  n\ade  for  feducing,  impo- 
veriihing,  blackening,  breaking  tlie  fpirits  of,  another  ?  Hap- 
pinefs  in  |his  world  is.  not  felt  like  ihifery :  and  one  poor  crea- 
ture, treated  in  any  refped  unmfircifuUy,  may  foon  undergo,. 
much  more,  than  numbers,  kindly  ufed,  or  plentifully  provided 
for,  will  ever  enj.oy. 

Surely  then  to  refrain  from  doing  harm  is  a  very  important 
duty :  and  no  requeil  can  be  juiler  for  one  of  us  to  make  to  a- 
nother,  than  that  if  we  may  not  hope  for  any  of  thofe  adts  of 
paiitive  goddnefs  from  him,  which  yet  human  nature  and  cir- 
cumflances  frequently  call  for,  he  would,  however,  abilain  froni 
hurting  us  ;  and  allow  us  the  undifturbed  poflTeilion  of  what- 
ever we  have  caufe  to  think  valuable,  and  he  hath  nothing  to 
do  with..  In  other  things  commanded,  there  may  be  frequently 
fome  room  for  a  plea  of  ignorance  or  doubt ;  in  this  hardly 
ever.  >  The  weakeil  and  dulleft  of  us  can  eafily  perceive,  when 
we  fuffer  injuries :  now  it  is  not  a  whit  more  diflicult,  only  we 
have  le fs  inclination,  to  obferve  when  we  are  guilty  of  th'c:n  : 
and  therefore  we  have  no  excufe  for  it.  When  men  are  exhort- 
ed to  deeds  of  charity  and  beneficence,  they  can  fmd  a  thoufand 
reafoas  againil  complying :  their  ability  is  finall,  or  the  calls 
ijpon  them  are  many  ;  or  they  cannot  fee,  that  they  are  bound 
to  give  more  alms  than  they  do  already  ;  or  they  have  not  time 
^  qopvenience  for  inquiring  into  cafes  j  or,  if  one  be  recom- 
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mended  to  them,  it  may  be  partially  reprefented ;  or  the  care 
of  it  belongs  rather  to  fuch  and  fuch,  than  to  them  :  and  num- 
berlefs  evafions  bcfides,  bj  which  an  unwilling  heart  betrays, 
while  it  ftudies  to  conceal,  itfelf.  But  were  they  to  be  allowed 
every  allegation,  that  fcrupuloufnefs  of  being  too  good  can  fug- 
ged to  them  :  at  leaft  their  warinefs  and  caution  ihould  incline 
them  to  be  equally  fcrupulous  on  the  other  fide.  To  do  no 
wrong,  they  certainly  have  in  their  power ;  and  the  owe  it  to 
every  one  ;  and  the  limits  of  this  obliga^tion  have  no  fuch  great 
obfcurity,  but  that  all  the  world,  will  fee,  whether  they  exceed 
them  or  not.  If,  therefore,  they  will  ihew  a  right  difpofition 
in,  what  is  undoubtedly  in  their  power,  being  confcientioufly 
inoffenfive;  then  it  may  be  credible,  but  not  elfe,  that  they 
would  fliew  it  in  more  things,  were  they  able. 

And,  ftrange  as  it  may  appear  to  fpeak  of  what  feems  a  mere 
negative  quality,  as  a  real  good :  yet  fcarce  any  words  are  ftrong 
enough  to  exprefs,  how  much  good  bare  ceffation  from  doing 
evil  would  produce.  Confider  only,  how  the  world  groans  un- 
der the  various  fufferings,  which  we  bring  upon  each  other ;  fo 
various,  that  it  is  in  vain  to  think  of  reprefenting  to  one's  felf, 
in  how  many  ways  the  lives,  healths,  fortunes,,  reputation, 
peace,  comfort  of  men  are  fatally  attacked :  whiat  blows  are 
fometimes  given  to  the  happinefs  of  multitudes  at  once  ;  how 
far  more  private  injuries  frequently  extend  their  confequences  ; 
involving  undefigning  and  unknown  perfons  in  calamities  ;  af- 
fefting  fucceffive  gnerations  ;  teaching  and  encouraging  wicked- 
nefs  by  ill  example ;  provoking  retaliation  and  revenge  ;  per- 
petuating contention,  bitternefs,  and  rancour.  In  lliort,  the 
ftate  of  man  upon  earth  would  be  quite  another  thihg  than  it  i? ; 
and  the  whole  of  human  affairs  put  on  a  face  intirely  new ;  if 
we  would  be  content  to  permit  it  j  if,  without  contributing  to 
our  mutual  happinefs,  we  would  only  not  cbftruft  it.  Sudden 
deliverance  from  any  acute  pain  hath  been  thought,  by  thofe' 
who  have  experienced  it,  the  mod  exquifite  pleafuie  they  ever 
felt.  How  inexpreffibly  delightful  then  would  the  firft  breath- 
ing of  eafe  be  to  mankind,  if,  after  the  reciprocial  torments  of  fo 
many  ages,  they  were  all  to  leave  off  together,  and  become 
harmlefs  at  once  !  But  v;ithout  hoping  yet  fbr  the  promifed 
time  of  univerfal  innocence,  when  men  fmll  not  hutt  nor  de- 
Qroy  in  all  Cod^s  holy  mountain*^  and  in    ccnfequence  of  it 
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Jk^ll  obtain  joy  and  gladnefsy  and  forrow  and  Jighing  Jhatt  JleB. 
away  *  :  at  prefent,  in  each  particular  inftance,  whoever  only 
takes  off  his  hand  from  thofe  on  whom  it  lies  heavy,  cannot 
fail  to  give  them  great  joy  :  and  if  he  doth  it  in  a  proper  man- 
ner, may  fecure  to  himfelfas  much  gratitude  from  them,  as  by 
the  higheft  unmerited  obligation.  Ill  ufage  of  others  naturally 
makes  them  our  enemies  :  the  marks  of  their  enmity  provoke 
to  worfe  ufage  of  them  ;  and  fo  the  evil  increafes  without  end, 
unlefs  tlie  injurious  party  hath  wifdom  to  ftopfirit :  and  then  it 
is  generally  in  his  power,  by  an  honourable  acknowledgment  of  . 
his  fault,  or,  perhaps,  a  mere  intimation  that  he  is  convinced  of 
it,  not  only  to  be  forgiven,  but  refpefted  and  beloved  ever  after. 
And  who  doth  not  know,  how  pkafing  the  confcioufnefs  of 
being 'efteemed  is,  how  mortifying  that  of  being  hated? 

There  would  indeed  be  little  occafion  comparatively  for  the 
exercife  of  kindne&  amongft  men,  if  pradices  of  a  contrary 
tendency  were  not  fo  frequent.  A  very  great  part  of  our  good 
a&ions  is  really  nothing  more,  than  endeavouring  to  undo  the 
harm,  that  we  or  others  have  done.  And  abftaining  fromi  do- 
ing any  would  take  away  the  neceffity  of  them  ;  would  ftr&e 
at  the  root  of  mifery,  prevent  the  fliocking  fight  of  it,  the  bur- 
den and  expence  of  relieving  it.  Remedies  for  evils  are  pain- 
ful, uncertain,  imperfed  things  :  always  to  be  applied  indeed, 
when  they  are'  wanted  :  but  the  true  precaution  is,  not  to*  give 
being  to  unhappinefs.  Were  we  all  to  take  the  utmoft  care, 
there  would,  notwithftanding,  be  too  much  of  it.  But  the  ob- 
ligation and  means  of  leffening  it  would  be  more  evident :  mens 
difpofitions,  when  purged  fi-om  ill-will,  infolent  negligence,* 
and  perverfe  caprice,  would  be  more  tender  and  compaffionate  ; 
^nd  Jrom  the  good  treafure  of  the  hearty  good  things  would  be 
brought  forth  abundantly  f.  With  fuch  a  temper,  every  one 
yrould  enjoy  moft  comfortable  reflexions  within  himfelf:  and, 
though  his  condition  were  ever  fo  low  and  difadvantageous, 
would  be  often  ufeful  in  one  way  or  another,  and  conllantly  a- 
greeable,  to  all  around  him.  We  are  formed  to  give  acd  re- 
ceive mutual  pleafure :  and  our  common  daily  converfation 
would  be  delightful  to  us,  if  wrongs^  and  unkindneffes,  and 
flights,  did  not  eftrange  us  from,  and  fet  us  againft,  each  o- 
ther.  Bad  as  we  are,  defigning,  fufpicious,  gloomy,  V.aughtv, 
negleftful,  provoking  ;  focicty  is   neceffary  for  us :  we  have 
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hardly  any  notion  of  cheerfulnefs  without  it :  but  what  flioul(^ 
we  think  and  find  it,  were  we  aflured  of  the  friendlinefs  and 
regard  of  all  we  met  ?  The  very  being  together,  the  counte- 
nance of  man,  would  be  reviving  :  and  continual  opportunities 
of  innocent  entertainment  would  fpring  up,  btfides  the  occa- 
iional  ones  of  reciprocal  fervice  and  affilLanceinmatteis  of  con- 
jfequence.  But  of  thefe  alfo  there  would  be  more  and  greater, 
when  we  were  once  inclined  to  look  for  them,  than  we  can  well 
conceive  now.  And  though  a  perfon  could  do  good  only  in 
fnjall  inflances,  it  would  be  pure  and  unmixed  ;  and  that  ^lone 
would  be  fufficient  to  make  it  confide r able.  But  were  it  ever 
fo  little  :  though  man  judges  by  butWard  adls,  the  valuable 
thing  in  the  fight  of  God  is  virtuous  intention  :  and  the  funda- 
mental part  of  that,  is  care  to  avoid  evil.  In  proportion  as  we 
root  out  hurtful  inclinations,  i^igbt  ones  will  not  fail  to  fiioot 
up,  and  bring  forth  fruit ;  if  in  lefs  quantity,  yet  fuch  as  will 
be  accepted  ;  but  probably  in  plenty. 

LovCy  faith  the  apoille,  iporktth  no  ill  to  his  neighbour  •  there^ 
fore  lorje  is  the  fulfilling  of  the  law  *.  Accordingly  we  find 
i'ighteoufnefs^  which,  taken  ftridly,  is  nothing  but  abftaining 
from  injuflicc,  often  mentioned  in  fcripture,  as  the  whole  of 
our  duty  :  becaufe,  if  we  begin  with  that,  the  reft  will  eafily 
follow.  And  Davids  in  dcfcribing  the  qualifications  of  the 
Man,  thsLtJhall  abide  in  the  tabernacle  of  the  Lordy  and  dwelt 
on  his  holy  hill,  principally  infifts  on  tlie  negative  ones.  He 
that  leadeth  an  un^corrupt  life,  and  doth  the  thing  which  is  right, 
and/feaketh  the  truth  from  his  heart.  He  that  hath  vfed  no 
deceit  in  his  tongue,  nor  done  evil  to  his  neighbour  f.  Again^ 
the  abovemenliDned  apoftle  joins  the  charader  of  mere  inno- 
cence with  the  moft  honourable  title,  which  can  he  given  to 
men :  that  ye  may  he  hlamelefs  and  harmlefs,  the  fons  of  God 
without  rebuke  X'  a  char  after,  which  it  is  the- peculiar  prero- 
gative of  him,  who  is  in  the  higheft  fenfe  the  Son  of  God,  to 
deferve  in  perfedlion.  But,  as  St.  Peter  obferves,  he  hath  left 
us  an  example,  that  we  foould  follo^jti  his  Jleps  ;  who  did  not  Jin y 
neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth  §, 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  fhew  you  the*  importance  of  the 
plain  humble  duty  of  an  inoiFenfive  life :  a  duty,  which,  if  ex- 
perience did  not  prove  the  contrary,  one  Ihould  imagine  there 
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fcoald  be  no  need  of  ufing  many  words  to  recommend  :  as  it  ap- 
pears impodible  to  refled  on  wilful  tranfgrefBons  of  it,  and  the 
mifchiefs  they  caufe,  without  horror.     It  is  true,  fufFefings  of 
all  kinds  are  now  fo  common  in  the  worlds  that,  unlefs  it  be 
when  we  ourfelves,  or  they  who  are  dear  to  us,  undergo  them, 
they  are  apt  to  make  but  little  impreffion  upon  us  :  aiid  we  can 
pronounce^  that  melancholy  variety  of  dreadful  words,  which 
the  miferies  of  mankind  have  introduced  iiito  language,  almoii 
without  concern.     But  would  we  only  recollect  a  while;  con- 
fult  our  own  memories,  for  they  can  generally  inform  us  too 
well ;  or  learn  from  fuch  accounts,  if  there  be  occafion,  as  it  is 
eafy  to  procure ;  what  thofe   feelings  are,   which  the  terms, 
grief,  anxiety,   pain,   anguifli,   dejection,  defpair,  and  more  of 
the  fame  fort,  were  framed  to  exprefs  :  furely  we  fliould  have 
a  ftrong  conviftion,  that  for  a  human  creature  to  inilid  any  of 
thefe  on  one  of  his  brethren,  without  neceflity  and  witliout  au- 
thority, merely  for  fome  trifling  provocation,  or  poor  worldly 
advantage,  to  gratify  fome  bafe  appetite,  or  perhaps  only  to  in- 
dulge  a  filly  whim,  is  moft  frightful  wlckcdnefs.     For,  terrible 
evils  as  they  are  in  themfelves,  being  expofed  to  them  unjuftly 
aggravates  them  fo,  as  to  make  often  the  fevered  part  of  their 
torment.     Then  to  think  too  of  fuch  things,  as  done  to  each  o-^ 
ther  by  fhort-lived  helplcfs  wretches,  that  are  fubjc6t,  to  una- 
voidable burdens,  heavier  than  they  know  how  to  bear :  to 
think  of  thefe,  deliberately  doubling  and  trebling  their  mutual 
forrows  :  in  direct  con  trad  161  ion,  to  the  exigency  of  their  own 
circumftances,  which  loudly  require  of  them  forbearance,  com- 
paffion,  beneficence  ;  to  the  dictates  of  their  own  confciences, 
which  reproach  them  for  every  harfli  adtion  or  expreflion  they 
are  guilty  of ;  and  to  his  known  will  atid  pofitive  commands, 
from  whom  they  have  received  all  that  they  enjoy,  and  on 
whom  it  depends,  whether  they  fliall  be  everlafling  happy  ct 
miferable  :  it  is  fo  amazing,  that  no  tongue  can  fet  forth,  no 
heart  conceive  fulBciently,   the  finfulnefs  or  the  folly  of  fuch 
conduct.     His  great  defign  is  the  good  of  his  creation.     He 
requires  us  not  to  obftru£t  it,  but  contribute  to  it.     This  is  the 
principal  mark  of  gratitude,  which   our  bounteous  benefa<3:or 
defires  of  us  :  the  principal  duty,  which  our  lawgiver  and  judge 
enjoins  us.     We,  at  all  adventures,   refolve  to  difregard  hiiri 
whenever  we  pleafe ;  audi  boldly  purfue  our  worldly  interefts, 
our  fenfual  appetites,  our  ill-natured  pafTions,   our  wayward 
humours,  our  wildeft  fancies,  right  or  wrong,  let  who  will  be 
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the  worfe  f6r  if.  What  notion  can  a  man  have  of  himfelf,  who 
acts  thus  :  what  notion  of  his  maker,  to  hope  it  can  ever  end 
well  ?  We  are  accuftomed  to  it  indeed  ;  ai;id  therefore  may  be 
tempted  to  look  on  it  as  a  flight  matter.  But  our  Maker  will 
determine  at  laft,  not  according  to  the  prejudices  of  men,  but 
the  truth  of  things.  We  are  difpofed  to  entertain  very  fa- 
vourable opinions  of  our  own  Ijehaviour :  and  even  when  we 
fee  it  to  be  wrongs  if  we  are  of  low  degree,  we  hope  to  be  paf- 
fed  over  as  inconfiderable ;  if  of  highi  to  be  treated  hereafter 
tvith  fome  peculiar  tendernefs  and  deference.  But  God  is  no 
refpeEier  of  perfons  *  :  the  meaneft  is  hot  beneath  his  notice  \ 
the  greateft  is  not  above  his  power;  the  difference  between 
them  is  as  nothing  in  his  ejes ;  and  both  fliall  be  punifhed  or 
rewarded  according  to  their  deeds.  May  he  therefore  grant  us 
all  to  take  immediately  the  only  method  of  fliunning  his  wrath  j 
and  fecuring  his  favour,  by  confidering  our  ways  impartially, 
for  elfe  we  may  believe  things  to  be  allowable,  nay  commend- 
able, which  are  highly  criminal :  by  holding  fail  our  integri- 
ty, fo  far  as  we  have  hithert6  preferved  it :  by  ceqfing  to  do 
evil  and  learning  to  do  we  11^  in  whatever  refpefts  we  are  faulty 
or  deficient :  by  faith  in  his  mercy  for  pardon,  and  his  grace 
for  fli?ength,  through  the  merits  and  mediation  of  our  bleffed 
redeemer  :  to  whom,  &c. 
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Therefore  all  things  whutfoever  ye  would  that  men  Jhould  do 
to  you,  do  ye  even  fo_  to  them  :  for  this  is  the  law  and  the 
prophets, 

'T'HE  largeft  number  of  particular  ^ireftions  can  never  pof- 
fibly  equal,  the  infinite  variety  of  circumilanccs,  in  which 
human  creatures  are  concerned  to  a£l  :  nor  can  the  memories 
of  moft  retain  any  confiderable  part  of  thefe,  wluch  might  be 
given.  And  therefore,  though  the  utmofl  care  were  taken  to 
fpecify  to  us  our  feveral  obligations,  wc  mufl  be  left  after  all 
to  find  out  many  of  them  ouifelves,  by  deducing  them  from  ge* 
neral  rules,  and  thefe,  (when  they  carry  in  them  the  evidence  of 
their  own  truth  and.  rightncfs)  at  the  fame  time  that  they  ex» 
tend  our  knowledge  to  cafes,  which  have  not  been  diftinftly 
mentioned  to  us,  afford  us  alfo  a  clearer  conyi6lion  of  our  duty 
in  fuch  as  have:  by  fliewing  u,s,  that  the  different  commands', 
to  which  we  are  fubjefted,  flow  from  the  fame  fource,  and  car- 
ry the  fame  reafonableuefs  along  with  them. 

Our  bleffad  Saviour,  therefore,  after  delivering*  feparately, 
in  his  fermon  on  the  mount,  all  the  chief  precepts  of  the  moft 
exalted  and  refined  morality,  takes  care,  juft  before  the  conclu- 
fion  of  it,  to  comprehend  the  whole,  both  of  what  he  had  faid 
and  what  he  had  omitted,  concerning  the  ties  of  men  to-  each 
other,  in  one  univerfal  law  of  life.  Wbatfoever ye  would  that 
menjboulddo  unto  you^  even  fo  do  ye  unto  them.  Not  that  he 
was  the  firft  who  made  any  ufe  of  this  admirable  maxim.  God 
forbid  the  world  fhould  have  been  ignorant  of  fo  necefTary  and 
(0  plain  a  diredion  for  their  behaviour,  till  that  time.  Both 
^ws  and  heathens  had  feen  its  equity,  and  felt  its  force,  in 
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fome  degree.  Bijt  ftill  more  was  wanting  to  complete  its  ufe- 
fulnefs :  and  that  our  Lord  fupplied.  Moft,  if  not  all,  other 
teachers,  had  expreffed  it  in  the  negative  form:  as  'Tobit,  for 
inftance,  do  that  to  no  many  which  thou  hateji*.  And  fo  it  fer- 
ved  only  to  reftrain  mutual  injuries.'  Butte  laid  it  down  in  the 
aflirmative,  as  an  injun6lion  alfo  of  proper  kindneffea.  They 
fpoke  of  it  no  otherwife  than  incidentally,  and  without  afcrib* 
ing  any  Angular  prerogati.^^  to  it.  But  he  recommended  it,  as 
taking  in  the  entire  compafs  of  fecial  virtue.  They  could  fup- 
port  it  only  by  argument :  but  he  hath  added  the  fandlion  of 
divine  authority.  In  thefe  refpefts  therefore  it  is  peculiarly  the 
law  of  our  gracious  Redeemer.  But  whether  we  confider  it  as 
a  precept  of  his  religion,  or  as  one  of  jhe  primitive  dilates  of 
reafon  and  nature :  in  either  view  we  are  bound  to  pay  it  a  con* 
fcientious  regard.  And  the  right  manner  of  fhewing  this  re- 
gard is, 

J.  To  form  a  juft  notion  of  its  meaning. 

JI.  To  fix  in  our  hearts  a  due  fenfe  of  its  ol>ligation. 

III.  To  confider  its  importance  well. 

IV.  To  regulate  Qur  practice  by  it  in  the  various  relations 
^nd  occurren[ces  of  life. 

•  On  the  three  former  of  thefe  points  I  fliall  difcourfe  now :  on 
the  laft,  God  lyilling,  the  next  opportunity. 

I.  I  fliall  endeavour  to  affift  you  in  forming  a  juft  notion  o^ 
tbisVule.  Not  that  it  wants  explanation,  as  being  obfcure  and 
difficult :  but  that  naankind,  in  order  to  excufe  their  difobedi- 
e^ice  to  it,  are  very  apt  to  put  falfe  interpretations  upon  it ;  and 
fo  either  pervert  it  into  a  wrong  direfitibn,  05  perplex  it  till  it 
becomes  none  at  all. 

Som^  inen,  if  we  may  judge  by  their  conduft,  apprehen4 
themfelves  bound  only  to  behave  towards  others,  as  they  ar^ 
willing  others;  Ihould  behave  tQwards  them  in  their  prefent  con- 
dition. The  riiph  and  great,  for  example,  have  perhaps  no  fa- 
vours to  afk  of  a  confiderable  part  of  their  inferiors  :  and  there- 
fore too  often  feem  to  think,  tliey  need  not  beftow  any  favours 
lipon,  them.  They  agree,  theyfay,  tothe  reafonablenefs.cf  dotrr 
ing  as  they  would  be  done  \\y:  and  therefore,  if  they  defire  no 
fervice  from  fuch  and  fu^h  perfons,  they  owe  no  fervice  tq 
fhe^i.  But  the  rule  is,  (and  they  know  it  is)  not,  "  Treat 
v.  others  as  you  would  wifli  them  to  treat  you,  circumftances 
'  "  bein^ 

♦  Tpb.  iv.  i^y 
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"  being  what  they  arc" ;  but,  **  as  you  would  wifli  them  to 
'^  treat  you,  circumftajices  being  change  on  eaich  fide."  This 
makes  a  great  alteration  a. 

Perhaps  they  wiU  rfeply,  that  they  are  content,  if  circum* 
ftances  ever  fliould  change,  to  receive  the  treatment,  which 
they  give.  Therefore  they  will  overlook  the  poor  and  needy 
now;  and  they  allow  the  world  to  overlook  them,  when  they 
become  fuch.  They  will  revenge  themfelves  of  their  enemies^ 
while  they  haVe  power ;  and  let  them,  if  ever  it  comes  to  their 
turn,  repa)F  the  vengeance.  But  here  again,  they  know  in 
their  confciences  the  rule  means,  not;  that  they  fhall  a&  as  they 
may  think^  or  rather  fay^  they  fhall  be  willing  to  have  others 
aft  towards  them,  fu'ppofing  circumftances  Jbould  change; 
which  they  truft  th^  .never  will :  but  as  they  would  hav6  them 
aft,  fuppofing  cirbumftances  were  changed.  And  in  that  cafe 
they  would  wifh  for  the  very  kindeft  behaviour^  whatever  they 
may  beforehand  either  pretend  oir  itpagine. 

But  even  on  the.  fuppofition  qf  ^n.  a£^ual  change,  thete  are 
people,  who  can  mifinterpret  this  rule  m  fuch  a  manner,  a> 
would  make  the  application  of  it  fometimes  a  mbft  pernicious 
thing.,  Ev6ry  magiftrdte,  were  he  in  the  place  of  the  crimi- 
nal, who  ^tppears  bfefqre  htp(i,  ivould  wifh  riot  to  bp  puniihed* 
Every  virtuous  man^  w6re  he  a  vidous  onej  would  wifli  to  be 
indulged  and  affiiled  in  his  Irices.  Every  ohe  of  us  perhaps 
would  be  glad,  if  he  could,  to.  have  his  will  on  all  occafions* 
Ought  we  therefore  to  gratify  all  the  inclinations  of  others,  be* 
caufe  we  ihould  like  to  ha,ve  all  bur  bwn  |patified?  Ojr  if  not^ 
is  not  the  rule  .an  erroneous  one,  as  implying  this  ?  Why  accor^ 
ding  to  .their  different,  ways  of  thinking,  fonle  will  .ht  apt  to 
prefer  the  former  of  thfefe  opiiiiiorisi  and  fome  the  Tatter.  But 
neither  is  well  grounded.  For » though .  indeed  a  magiftrate^ 
were  he  in  the  place  of  the  offender,  wduld  wifli  to  efcape  with 
impunity,  yet  this  is  not  the  only  Xuppofitioh  he  hath  to  make. 
Let  him  fuppofe.  himfelf  alfo  in  the  place  of  fuch;  as  may  be 
then  of  afterwards  injured  by  the  offender,  jif  he  efcajpes  punifli- 
ment :  ot  of  fuch,  sis  the  precedent  of  his  imj^unity  may  t^mpt 
pthers  to  injure  i  let  him  reflefl:,  how  th6  ruld  before  us  enjoins 
him  to  aft  with  regard  to  thefe  ihriocettt  perfons,  arid  he  will 
never  be  mifled  by  v^hatever  tendemefs  it  may  feem  to  enjoin 
him  with  regard  to  the  guilty.  Again,  though  if  ive  were  in 
the  place  of  any  of  our  vicious  acquaintance,  w^  fliould  be  glad 
'  to  be  affifted  in  bur  vices  j  yet  fuppofe  we  were  in  the  place  oi 
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ehofe  whom  their  vices  conru^t,  or  impoverifti,  or  grieve,  'or 
make  any  way  miferable ;  fhoiild  we  then  be  glad,  that  other 
people  fliould  affift  in  bringing  this  mifery  upon  usr  ?  if  not,  the 
precept  of  doing  as  we  would  be  done  by,  far  from  requiring 
tis  to  give  fuch  affiftance  ourfelves,  abfolutely  prohibits  it. 
IServing  our  friends,  when  they  ought  not  to  be  ferved  ;  and 
tailing  thofe  in  the  world,  from  partial-  fondnefs,  who  ought 
not  to  be  raifed,  pafles,  I  am  afraid,  too  commonly  for  great 
good-nature :  and  is  defended,  or  excufed,  becaufe  it  is  treating 
them  as  we  ftiould  defire  to  be  treated  by  them.  But  then  it 
is  treating  their  worthier  competitors,  and  all  fuch  as  may  fuf- 
fer  by  the  faults  or  incapacity  of  thefe  favourites,  which  per- 
haps many,  perhaps  the  public  may,  it  is  treating  them  as  we 
ftiould  abhor  to  be  treated.  We  muft  therefore  underftand 
this  rule  to  mean  that  we  take  into  our  coniideration,  not  bare- 
ly the  parties  who  appear  and  prefs  for  the  benefit  of  it,  but 
whoever  elfe  is  concerned,  if  any  be  :  and  //o,  not  to  one  or 
Ibme  only,  but  to  all  meUy  as  we  would  that  they  Jbould  do 
to  us. 

'  But  here  it  may  poffibly  be  objefted  again,  ttfat  if  wc  ima- 
gine ourfelves  to  be  fucceffively  in  the  fituation  of  different  per- 
sons, we  fliall  of  confequence  defire  different  and  contrary 
things  in  reference  to  the  fame  affair  :  fo  that  behaving  toward? 
^every  one  interefted  in  it,  as  we  fliould,  in  their  circumftances, 
defire,  that  they  would  behave  towards  us,  is  im'pradicable : 
that  therefore  dn  fuch  occafions,  which  are  not  rare,  the  rule  is 
in  effeft  no  rule :  §md  that  farther,  on  feveraj  others  it  is  a 
very  bad  one.  For  fuppofe  any  one  to  defire  of  us,  what 
'Would  be  huftfal  to  no  third  perfon,  but  to  himfelf,  or  to  us : 
mull  we  cortiply  with  hiis  defire,  becaufe  if  we  were  exaftly  iti  ^ 
his  ftead,  we  fliould  have  the  fame  defire  ?  Certainly  not.  But 
then,  fuch  cafes  as  thefe,  not  only  happen  in  comparifon,  but 
feldom,  and  therefore  cannot  miflead,  or  even  perplex  us  often : 
but  when  they  do  happen,  infkead  of  overturning  die  rule,  they 
point  out  to  us  a  very  important  limitation  of  it,  which  was 
doubtlefs  originally  intended  in  it,  and  will  fecure  it  from  ever 
being  overturned.  And  this  is,  that  the  phrafe,  whatfoever  ye 
WQuldy  muft  not  be  extended  to  mean  whatever  we  can  poiEbly 
-wifh,  but  whatever  we  can  equitably  and  allowably  wifh.  It 
is  to  be  uiiderftoGi4  of  proper,  not  of  unfit  inclinations;  for 

what 
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what  we  are  forbidden  to  defirc,  we  are  deemed  in  this  precept 
tiot  to  defire. 

Jhe  full  and  diclina  piorport  of  it  then,  the  fenfe  in  whicli 
all  the  world  underftand  it,  excepting  when  they  have  a  mind 
to  mif underftand  it,  is  ;  "  whatever  treatment  yoii  fliould  oh 
cool  deliberation  think  you  had  reafonable  ground  to  claim  <>r 
hope  from  each  perfon  concerned  in  the  affair  before  you,  were 
he  now  in  your  condition  and  you  in  his,  be  that  which  you 
give  him  no  lefs  honeft  and  kind." 

IL  The  meaning  of  the  rule  being  afcertained,  the  next 
point  is  to  Clk  in  our  hearts  a  due  fenfe  of  its  obligation. 

Now  the- proof  of  its  obligation  lies  in  a  very  fmalj  compafs^ 
which  is  one  great  recommendation  of  it :  and  therefore  I  fliall 
fpend  much  fewer  words  upon  it,  than  a  feparate  head  of  dif- 
courfe  ufually  requires.  Moft  evidently,  in  whatever  man- 
ner it  is  fit  to  treat  any  perfon  in  any  circumftances,  it  is  fit  V^ 
treat  in  the  like  manner  any  other  perfon,  fiippofing  him  in  all 
the  fame  circumftarfces  :  for  he  is  in  regard  to  every  confidera- 
tion  of  duty,  as  it  were^  the  fame  perfon.  There  is  no  need 
then  of  faying  (what  yet  is  very  true,  and  would  if  it  were 
wanted,  be  very  material)  that  all  men  are  abfolutely  equal  in. 
many  things,  nearly  equal  in  moft  *  j  that  in  whatever  they  are 
unequal,  the  inequality  is  of  very  uncertain  duration,  and  by 
no  means  always  acknowledged  :  (for  fcarce  any  one  upon  the 
whole  would  willingly  be  any  perfon  elfe,  that  could  be  named 
to  him  :)  and  tnerefore  we  ought  to  z&.  towards  each  other, 
for  the  greateft  part  entirely,  and  always  nearly,  as  being  on 
the  level ;  and  if  we  do  not,  thofe  with  whom  we  have  con-r 
cems,  and  fociety  in  general,  will  never  be  eafy  and  happy. 
Such  refleftions.go  fomewh at  beyond,  or  fall  fomewhat  wide  of 
what  is  needful  to  eftablifli  the  precept  in  queftion  :  which  only 
requires  this  very  hrief  and  plain  demonftration  of  itsjuftnefs,  in-* 
deed  fo  brief  and  plain,  as  hardly  to  need  being  given  in  form  ; 
that  wherever  the  cafe  is  in  all  refpects  the  fame,  (as  in  order  to 
make  ufe  of  this  rule  we  muft  in  the  firft  place  imagine  it  to  be) 
there  the  right  behaviour  muft  be  the  fame  too  ;  and  wliether 
it  be  one  perfon  or  another,  I  or  my  neighbour,  who  is  really 
in  that  cafe,  makes  no  difference  in  the  anfwer  to  the  queftion, 
what  the  behaviour  fliould  be.     This   cannot  be  denied,  and 

therefore' 
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inet  ipfos  fumus.    Cic.  de  Leg.  i.  10. 
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fTierefore  ought  not  to  be  forgotten,  or  overlooked.  For  what* 
ever  is  true,  and  relates  to  our  pra^ice,  we  feel  ourfelvcs  bound 
fey  nature  to  obferve  in  our  praftice.  And  the  God  of  nature^ 
^ho  hath  made  tis  arid  every  thing  what  we  are,  muft  expeft 
us  to  aft  fuitably  to  what  he  hath  made  us  :  and  if  that  were  ' 
not  enough  to  determine  our  judgment,  he  hath  fartlier  told  ud 
f?xprefsly  by  his  beloved  Son,  that  he  expefts  us  to  live  with 
(i«ie.  another  According  to  this  rule.  Nor;  (which  completes 
©ur  obligation)  hath  he  left  us  any  robm  to  doubt,  but  that  in 
ivery  thing  as  we  obey  or  difobey;  he  will  reward  or  punifli : 
and  certainly  in  fei  greater  or  fmaller  degree,  as  the  matter  is 
more  or  lefs  important.     Let  us  therefore  now, 

nil  Confider  well  the  importance  of  the  precept  before  us. 

Indeed  the  ftamp  of  divine  aiithority  upon  it,  efpeciallyjoine<t 
with  the  annexed  declaration,  that  it  contains  the  fubftance  of 
yi  that  the  law  and  prophets  have  taught  concerning  our  mu- 
tual behaviour,  tnay  fully  affure  us,  even  before  ive  make  any 
particular  enquiry,  that  its  moment  is  remarkably  great.  And 
yet  there  feems  to  lie  a  plaufible  objeftion  againft  it ;  that  as  it 
only  enjoins  men  to  do  to  othets  what  they  fee  would  be  right 
for  others  to  do  to  them  ;  the  queftion  Hill  remaihs,  what  that 
right  part  is  :  that  where  this  is  known,  the  rule  of  the  text  is 
iieedlefs  ;  and  where  it  is  not  known^  we  have  ho  more  direc- 
iion  for  our  conduft,  than  we  had  before  ;  but  are  only  per- 
plexed with  an  imaginary  change  of  perfons  to  no  piirpofc. 

Now  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that  if  we  had  neither  by  nature 
nor  by  revelation  any  fenfe  or  knowledge  at  all  of  right  and 
wrong  in  particular  cafes;  this  rule  could  not  give  us  any ;  lior 
could  we  linderftand  it  any  otherwife,  than  very  grofsly  and  im- 
perfectly :  but  ft  ill  it  would  be  of  fome,  and  iio  fmall  ufe  to  tis. 
For  if  we  knew  nothing  elfe,  at  leaft  we  fliould  know  what  we 
defired :  we  fliduM  know  too,  that  in  the  main  we  weire  all  alike  ; 
and  by  treating  each  other  as  we  merely  wiflied  (without  con- 
fidering  how  reafdriably)  to  be  treated  in  return,  we  fliould  for 
the  moft  part  do  tolerably  well ;  pleafe  thofe  around  us,  and 
make  ourfelves  eafy.  Sometimes  indeed,  for  want  of  diftin- 
guifliing  what  wilhes  were  fit,'  aiid  what  unfit,  we  ffiould  a£fc 
'  extremely  ill :  but  in  comparifon  perhaps  not  Very  often.  Ani 
upon  the  whole,  wl^ere  we  had  no  particular  precepts,  this  ge- 
neral one  would  be  the  heft  that  we  could  follow,  even  though 
we  could  not  apprehend  Its  full  import, 
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But  the  delivery  of  it  to  us  prefuppofes,  and  very  juftly,that 
in  the  main  the  contrary  is  true  :  that  all  mankind  perceive,  i» 
fome  good  degree,  one  fort  of  behaviour  to  be  commendablcj, 
another  blameable  :  fome  things  right  to  be  done,  others  wrong. 
And  hence  arifes,  inftead  of  an  objeftion,  the  principal  ufe  of 
pur  Saviour's  riile.  For  it  enables  us  to  apply  thefe  percep- 
tions, where  otherwife  we  ihould  not  know  how  ;  and  inclines 
us  to  apply  them  juflly,  where  otherwife  wefhould  have  mif^ 
applied  them. 

Though  we  every  one  of  us  have  the  perceptions,  yet  to  form 
diftinct  notions  of  the  proper  meafures  and  objects  of  them  ;  t« 
difcover,  how  far  they  are  mere  conelufions  of  the  underftand- 
ing ;  and  how  far  diftates  of  paffions  or  afFeftions,  which  ought 
fo  be  correded  and  moderated  by  the  underltanding  :  to  make 
;i  rational  examination  of  the  feveral  interfering  circumilances 
of  a  cafe,  and  judge  in  that  manner  hpw  we  are  to  be  moved^ 
aad  how  to  acl ;  is  a  work,  fod*  which  the  bulk  of  mankind  is 
totally  unqualified.  The  different  opinions  entertained  by  fpe- 
culative  inquirers  concerning  the  prccife  nature,  foundation, 
limits  of  moral  obligation,  run  into  niceties,  that  are  altoge- 
ther beyond  common  apprehenfion.  And  of  thofe,  who  can  be 
amufed  with  them,  few,  if  any,  have  Ikill  to  proceed  upon 
them  in  the  ordmary  affairs  of  life.  The  great  thing,  therefore, 
which  the  world  needs  for  practice,  is,  not  a  complete  fyftem 
of  virtue,  regularly  drawn  out  and  ftrittly  demonflrated :  but  a 
familiar  palpable  inflruftion,  what  people  are  to  do  in  fuch 
matters,  as  chiefly  come  before  them.  Now  the  rule  of  the 
text  will  inflrirft  them,  without  ftudying  the  theory  and 
grounds  of  virtuous  afFe£lion  at  all,  to  fhew  fuch  affeftion  not- 
withilai^ding,  when  it  is  requifite  ;  and  to  condud  as  they 
ihould  what  they  are  concerned  in,  without  troubling  them- 
felves  about  refinements,  which  they  may  never  be  concerned 
in.  Serioufly  afldng  ourfelves,  and  waiting  for  a  ferious  an- 
fwer  from  within,  how  we  fliould  think  it  reafonable  for  others 
to  behave  towards  us  in  the  bufinefs,  in  which  we  muft  behave 
oneway  or  another  towards  them,  will  excite  in  us  a  very  pe- 
cuHar  kind  of  attention  to  it ;  will  awaken  our  faculties  to 
judge  of  this  queftion  with  much  more  certainty,  than  we  could 
of  the  more  abllrafted  ones,  upon  which  the  philofophical  foiu- 
tion  of  it  may  depend  ^  and  throw  a  ftrong  light  on  the  point 
before  us,  how  little  foever  wc  may  decern  in  relation  to  others, 
"••-••■  ".       •  witi 
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with  which  perhaps  it  is  clofely  connefted.  At  leail  it  will 
caufe  us  to  feel  experimentally  what  we  ought  to  do,  whether. 
we  fee  it  fpeculatively,  or  not. 

-'But  farther,  the  obfervation  of  this  precept  will  not  only  fet 
our  minds  to  work  upon  the  fubjeft,  (and  yet  many  want  that 
to  be  done  for  them  ;)  but,  which  is  a  greater  benefit  ftill,  will 
Angularly  preferve  them  from  working  unfairly.     The  love, 
that  we  bear  to  ourfelves,  our  zeal  for  the  perfons  and  things 
which  we  like,  and  our  vehemence  againft  thofe  which  we  dif- 
like,  hinder  us  perpetually  from  difcovering  what  is  our  duty, 
where  elfe  it  would  be  moft  evident ;  and  conftitute  our  princi- 
pal danger  of  judging  amifs.     Now,  if  there  can  be  in  the 
world  a  method  of  fecuring  us  againft  this  danger,  our  Savi- 
our's rule  is  that  method.     Viewing  only  one  face  of  an  objeft 
is  apt  to  deceive  us  ;  therefore  we  are  direfted  to  view  it  on  the 
reverfe  too.     Confidering  a  cafe  as  our  own  gives   us  a  bias  : 
fuppofe  then  the  contrary  to  be   our  own  ;  and    our    fecond 
.  thoughts  will  correal  the  firft.     Self-love  is  what  ufually  car- 
ries us  wrong  :  but  tlie  rule  prefcribed  us  converts  that  very 
paffion  into   an  inftrument  of  fetting  us  right :  by  placing  in 
their  turns,  before  our  eyes,  two  felfs   to  decide  between,,  (if 
the  expreflion  may  be  allowed)  the  real  and  the  fiftitious  one. 
The  appearances  of  reafon,  which  arife  from  the  circumftances 
favourably  to  our  own  fide,  engrofs  our  attention  :  let  imagi- 
nation therefore  change  the  fide,  and  we  Ihall  attend  to  the  op- 
pofite  appearances.     The  inward  feelings,  which   we  have  of 
our  own  intereft,  our  own  hononr,.  our  own  fufferings,  of  what- 
ever relates  to  ourfelves,  are  fo  very  ftrong,  that  we  quite  for- 
get, how  the  fame  feelings  afFeft  the  other  party.     But  this  ad- 
mirable contrivance  of  a  feigned  experience  enables  and  obliges 
us  to  feel  for  each  party  fucceffively,  and  thus  to  become  im- 
partial judges.     Farther  than  this  we  cannot  go  in  combating 
felfifli  prejudices,  and  therefore  a  more  perfect   direftion  than 
this  cannot  be  given. 

But,  befides  being  a  moft  excellent  and  obvious  rule  to  guide 
and  try  ourfelves  by,  it  is  likewife  a  moft  natural  and  eafy  one 
for  others,  friends  or  oppofers,  tofuggcft  to  us  :  wh6  thus,  one 
Ihould  think,  might  immediately  fliame  us  into  doing  right, 
only  by  putting  a  queftion  to  our  confciences,  which  is  altoge- 
ther inoffenfive,  and  yet  muft  produce,  if  we  are  guilty,  un- 
avoidable convi&ion. 
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But  ^ere  indeed  it  muft  be  acknowledged^  that  fome  peo* 
jple,  efjpecially  at  tidies,  are  wicked  and  wild  enough  to  rejed^ 
with  indignation,  even  the  mpil  refpedlful  proposals  of  their 
trjing  a  cafe  hj  any  law,  but  their  own  will  and  pleafure* 
wki  that  others  may  pretend  to  have  made  in  their  thoughts 
.this  change  of  perfons,  which  our  Lord  enjoins,  and  yet  not 
have  made  it  in  es^rneft.  They  may  fay,  (for  it  is  very  foon 
faid,)  ^bat  they  have  already  fufliciently  exapfiined  the  matter ; 
^d  Ihould  be  well  Content  td  receive  the  treatment,  which 
they  propQfe  to  give :  that  they  can^ot  but  know,  whether 
Aeyhave  confulted  and  anfwered  themfelves,  and  they  are 
under  no  qbUgation  to  confult  ot  anfwer  any  one  elfe :  the 
rule  recommended  to  them  makes  every  man  his  own  judge* 
iand  they  have  judged  accordingly »  .as  well  as  they  are  able, 
Rnd  are  very  clear  in  ^eir  fentiments.  Now  undoubtedly 
tFery  one,  that  will,  may  affert  this,  or  any  thing,  falfely. 
And  it  is  very  true,  that  the  dire&ion  in  the  text  is  of  no 
manner  of  ufe,  as  hone  can  be,  to  thofe  who  are  ahfolutcly 
trfolved  not  to  be  ^irtSt^d,  3ut  fuch,  as  have  any  iairnefs 
of  heart  remaining,  let  them  be  otherwise  everfo  far  gone  at 
any  time  in  ttnreafQnablenei!s,  9iay  poiSbly  Aill  be  brought 
to  thenafelves,  by  having  it  put  hpme  to  thena ;  "  Would  you 
really  be  willing,  that  otheirs,  if  they  had  power,  ihould 
determine  coni^eming  you,  in  the  fame  haughty  and  carelcfs, 
or  the  fame  angry  and  vebeinent  difpofition,  which  you  jiow 
ftiew  concerning  them  ?''  You  fay  you  would :  but  is  it  not 
iii  order  ito  maintain  your  ground  .any  Iww,  when  you  are 
preffed?  For  your  own  f^ke,  as  well  as  your  neighbours* 
(leal  fairly  with  yourfelf :  and  remember,  that  God  fees  infal- 
libly, whether  you  do  ;  nay*  that  men  will  guefs,  and  i'eldom 
ferr.  Jf  ypu  are  cool,  fearch  whether  intereft  or  contempt  or 
indolenco  do  not  fecretly  warp  your  judgment ;  and  .thinks 
whether  they  ought.  If  you  are  warm^  firft  compofe  your 
h^rt,  and  then  confult  it.  Wait  without  afting,  till  the 
tempeft  is  over ;.  and  when  you  hear  within  you  the /mall ^iU 
voice  *,  that  follows,  be  aflured  that  then,  ,an4  not  befqre* 
God  and  your  confcience  fpeak  to  you,  apd  telljyou  what  ypU 
Ihould  do.  ;But  .were  fuch  reanonftranoefi  to  jprove  ever  fo 
Xain,  it  would  be  no  ji){l  objealon,  againft  tjie  ijfefulnefs  o.f 
the  ifule.     For  if  the  ptoud*  or  .covetous,  .pr^  thonghtlefs,  oi*^ 
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•paffioliate,  i^ill  not  apply  it  fairly;  much  lefs  will  they  ap- 
ply any  other.  And  if  they  coplS  be  perfuaded  to  apply  it, 
as  none  have  fo  much  need  of  it,  none  would  receive  fo  much 
advantage  from  it. 

But  a  fartlier  objeftibd  may  be,  that  not  only  fome  cannot 
be  induced  to  make  trial  of  this  change  of  perforis ;  but  o- 
thers,  who  in  all  appearance  make  it  as  well  as'  they  can,  da 
not  fucceed  in  it :  but  either  dfaw  wrong  conclufions,  or  know 
jiot  how  to  draw  any.  Yet  furely  in  general,  if  ever  there 
was  a  precept,  that  required  little  time  and  pains  to  compre- 
hend and  praftffe  it,  fuch  is  that  before  us.  ^he  commands 
•tnenty  which  I  command  thee  this  day^  is  not  hidden  from  thee^ 
neither  far  off:  hut  the  word^  very  nigh  unto  thee^  in  thy 
mouth  and  in  thy  hearty  that  thou  mayejl  do  it  *.  Still  fome 
attention  and  care  is  requifite  in  every  thing.  And  one  point, 
to  which  we  fliould  attend  with  yery  great  Care,  is  in  alking 
the  quellion,  "  would  we  be  treated  thus,"  to  'lay  afide,  as 
much  as  poffible,  out  of  our  tlwughts,  that  the  apfwet 
given  to  it  is  immediately  to  be  t\irned  the  other  way.  Un- 
kfs  we  da  this,  it  may  be  feared,  we  fliall  feldom  anfwer  hor- 
Beftly;  at  leaft,  nnlefs  we  diUgently  rccoHfefl  at  the  fame 
rime,  that  where  doing  right  is  moft  contrary  to  our  prefent 
intereft  or  inclination,  it  will  contributie  moft  to  our'prefent 
honour  and  peace  of  confcienee,  and  to  our  future  and  final 
happinefs.  Another  very  needful  caution  is,  that  in  order 
to  find,  what  our  judgment  wbuld  be,  were  all  circuniftan- 
ce3  changed,  we  mull  be  fure  to  leave  out  no  circumftan- 
ces  that  are  material,  in  favour  of  the  dppofite  fide.  Moft 
of  them  indeed  will  flow  into  our  mind  of  themfelves,  pro- 
vided it  be  fairly  opened  to  them.  However,  tve  muft  ho- 
neftly  feek  for  the  remainder,  nay  fuppofe  thfetn,.  if  we  have 
reafon,  though  they  do  riot  appear;  dwell  upori  each  of  then* 
fo  as  to  feel  its  proper  force,  and  then  determine. 
:  But  here  one  plea  more  may  be  alledged :  that  fometimes 
men  cannot  reckon  up  all  circumltances,  and  therefore  can-' 
not  place  themfelves  in  the  condition  of  the  other  r  they  know 
it  not  fufficiently  ta  fay,  w^hat  they  fliould  think,  if  tliey  wercT 
in  it.  Why  >this,  it  muft  be  o-wned,  doth  happen.  And  tho* 
we  may  pretend  ignorance  falfely,  to  excufe  ourfelves  from 
trying  what  we  forefee  would  go  againft  us :  yet  they  muft- 
be  very  j^artial  or  very  inconfideratd,  who  are  not  frequently 
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fenfible,  that  they  want  knowledge  of  fa£is,  or  Ikill  to  judge 

concerning  them :  or  at  leaft  have  caufe   tp  doubt,   whether 

the  opinion,  that  fe-»ms  to  them  tlie  raoft  likely,  be  indeed 

the  true  one.     But  even  here  our  Saviour's  rule  will   be  of 

great  fervice.     For  if  we  endeavour  to  make   ufe  of  it,  and 

find  we  cannot  with  any  certainty ;  we  (hall  at  leafl  be  ilrongly 

reminded  of  our  own  fallibility ;   and  our  doubt  in  determining 

which  is  in  ftridnefs  the  right   part,   will  direft  us,   without 

any  doubt,  to  take  the  mild,   the  gentle,   the  good-natured 

part,  as  being  the  fifeft  error,   ihould  it  prove  one.     How* 

ever,  there  are  methods  of  aflifting  our  judgments  confidera- 

bly.     If  we  have  formerly  been  in  the  condition,  in  which 

we  now  defire  to  place  ourfelvesj   we  mufl  recoUeft,  what  we 

thought  then.     If  w^  know  any  wife  and  good  perfons,   wlio 

are  in  that   condition  at  prcfent ;  we  muft  obfer^^e  or  inquire,' 

what  they  think  and   prefume,  that    we   fhould   think  like 

them,  were  we  fituated   like  them.     The  general  perfoafion 

of  mankind  fliould  always  have  more  than  a  little  weight 

with  us,   where  it  is  not  evidently  wrong.     And  moft  of  us 

have  great  need,  in  fuppofing  that  the  contrary  cafe  was  ours, 

to  make  large  allowances  for  its   not  being,  really  ours,  and 

therefore  not  ftriking  us  near  fo  ftrongly,  as  that  which  is. 

By  the  help  of  fuch  precautions  as  thefe,  duly  obferved,  we. 
fliould  fo  very  feldom  either  miftake,  or  hefitate,  in  the  ufe  of 
&e  precept  before  us,  that  every  day  would  afford  us  new 
proof  of  our  Lord's  declaration  concerning  it :  'This  is  the  laix}^ 
and  the  prophets :  to  which  one  of  tlie  oldeft  and  moft  eminent  of 
the  Jewifli  dodtors  *  approached  very  nearly,  when  he  faid, 
fbis  is  the  law :  the  rejl  is  the  explication  of  it^  But  here  it: 
cannot  be  meant,  that  by  this  method  we  are  to  learn. our. 
duty  either  to  God,  with  whom  it  would  be  fliocking  irre^. 
verence  to  fuppofe  a  change  of  perfons  :  or  to  ourfelves, 
where  there  is  no  other  perfon  to  change  with ;  but  merely 
to  our  fellow-creatures.  And  our  Saviour,  who.  hath  elfe- 
wheye  told  us  that  the  love  of  our  Maker  is  the  firjl  and 
inat  commandmetit  \^  and  hath  enjoined  the  ftricleil  moral 
govenuneint  of  thofe  inclinations  which  are  confined  the  moft 
M  2  intirely 

•R.  Hillel,  the  elder,  faid  to  live  about  the  time  of  Chnft.  ThlsL 
faying  is  cited  from  the  Talmudic  tra<ft,  intitled,  Schabbath,  by  Vorit. 
^%  Ad.  NT.  CIO.  &  Otho  Lex.  Rabb.  in  Qdtum. 

t  Matth.  xjcii.  38. 
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intirelj  withtn  our  own  breads,  could  never  intend  to  tell  us  iii 
the  text,  that  right  behaviour  to  our  neighbour  was  the  fole 
thing  about  which  we  need  be  folicitous.  And  therefore  he 
could  oiily  defign  to  fay,  that  this  rule  would  point  out  to  us 
the  whole  of  what  heaven  required  of  us,  refpeding  that  be- 
haviour. Juft  as  if,  in  common  life,  we  were  told  on  any 
occaiion,  **Thi3  is  all  that  you  have  to  do;"  we  muft  ap- 
prehend the  words,  however  general,  to  fignify,  all  that  be- 
longed to  the  point,  which  was  then  in  the  mind  of  the  per- 
fon  who  fpoke ;  not  all  that  belonged  to  other  points,  about 
which,  at  that  inilant,  he  had  no  thoughts  of  fpeaking. 

And  that,  by  means  of  this  one  precept,  we  may  fteer  with 
innocence  through  all  the  dangers  of  focial  life,  I  hope  you 
have  fufficiently  feen  caufe  to  believe,  though'  a  fuller  exami- 
nation into  particulars  will  give  you  fuller  fatisfadion.  It 
only  remains,  that  we  apply  it  faithfully  to  that  purpofe  in 
our  continual  intercoiirfe  with  each  other,  in  our  daily  felf- 
examinations,  in  the  folemn  preparations  of  our  hearts  for 
the  Lord's  fuppcr :  begging  of  God  in  the  appointed  gofpel 
inanner,  that  pardon  for  bur  many  tranfgrefTions  of  this  and 
ell  his  holy  laws,  and  that  grace  to  obferve  them  better  for' 
the  future,  which  out  fdlures  and  weaknefs  render  fo  need- 
ful ;  giving  glory  to  him,  and  hunibly  taking  comfort  to  dar- 
felves,  when  our  endeavours  have  proved  fuccef;?f ul.  Thefe 
things  we  muft  each  refolve  to  praftife  confcientioufly,  if  we 
jegard  either  prefent  happinefs,  or  future:  if  we  defire  to 
avoid  the  bad  opinion  of  thofe  around  us,  who  will  unani-* 
moufly  cenfure  our  tranfgreffion  of  fo  plain  a  rule;  the  re- 
proaches of  our  own  hearth,  of  which  it  is  an  obvious  dic- 
tate ;  or  his  final  condcnuiation,  who  u  greater  than  our  hearts^ 
^niknpwtb  alf  things^*  ■- ^   .." 

•  J  John  iii.  39, 
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Matt.  vii.  12. 

Uierefore  all  things  wbatfoever  ye  would  that  menjhould  d^ 
to  youj  do  ye  ewnfo  to  them ;  for  this  is  the  law  and  the 
prophets. 

♦yHE  meaning,  obligation,  and  importance  of  this  precept  of 
our  bleffed  Lord  have  been  already  fliewn  you  :  and  arc 
indeed  pretty  generally  acknowledged.  Moft  men  admit,  ap- 
plaud, and  urge  it  to  others  :  the  only  thing  wanting  is  that, 
*^it^put  which  all  the  reft  will  be^othing,  to  pra£l:ife  it  them- 
selves. This  lajfl  point  therefore  I  have  referved  to  infift  on 
feparately.  There  are  few  indeed,  that  can  bear  to  tranfgref$. 
^  direftion  fo  evidently  juft,  with  their  eyes  quite  open:  and 
thcfc  who  can,  there  is  little  hope  of  amending.  But  many 
are  either  too  inccnfiderate,  or  too  vehement,  to  think  of  it, 
and  apply  it  to  their  own  cafe,  without  admonition ;  who  yet 
may  be  fliewn  wh^t  is  right,  though  they  would  not  look  for 
It :  and  bringing  home  to  fuch,  thofe  equitable  confiderations, 
which  this  rule  fuggcfls,  will  be  doing  for  them  all  we  need* 
It  is  very  true,  there  is  no  p'offibility  of  going  through  the 
whole  extent  of  a  commandment,  that  reaches  to  every  fingle 
occurrence,  in  which  we  have  intcrcourfe  one  with  another; 
Or,  in  our  Saviour's  language,  is  itfclf  the  law  and  the  pro- 
pbits.  But  applying  it  to  the  more  common  circumftances  of 
life,  may  give,  though  poflibly  no  new  knowledge,  yet  many 
feafonable  warnings  to  all,  who  happen  to  be  in  the  cir- 
cunaftances  which  fliall  be  mentioned,  and  will  honeflly  make 
ufe  of  thofe  plain  rules  to  dire6t  themfelves,  which  fliall  now 
^  laid  before  you,  to  direft  whom  they  may. 

i  •  Mca 
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Men  are  to  be  c  onfidered,  either,  iirft,  as  fuperiprs  or  in- 
feriors, or,  fecondly,  as  equals.  And  the  rule  of  the  text; 
points  out  to  all  thefe  their  proper  mutual  behaviour.  A- 
gain,  fuperiors  are  fuch,  either  in  authority,  or  only  in  rank. 
And  authority  is  either  public  or  domeftic. 

Now  the  condud  of  men  in  any  fort  of  public  authority  i^ 
of  fo  great  importance  to  fo  many  perfons,  in  fo  many  differ^ 
ent  ways,  and  they  have  fuch  variety  of  temptations,  to  divert 
their  attention  from  it,  or  incline  them  to  a  wrong  fort  of  at- 
tention ;  that  they  cai\not  aik  themfelves  too  ferioufly,  or  too 
often :  Is  mj  treatment  of  all  thofe,  whofe  happinefs  may  be 
more  or  lefs  afFedled  by  it,  the  fame,  which  I  fliould  reafona- 
ably  wifh  for,  were  I  in  their  condition  ?  At  the  firft  view  per- 
haps, punifliment  feems  right  to  me:  but  were  I  in  the  of- 
fenders cafe,  would  not  forgivenefs  fecm  righter  ?  Or  tendernefs 
appears  an  amiable  thing ;.  but  were  I  the  party  injured  or  en- 
dangered, would  not  juflice  appear  a  neceflary  one  ?  I  think 
myfelf  intitled  to  fuch  profits,  or  fuch  leifure :  but  what  ihould 
I  think,  were  another  to  infift  on  either,  and  I  to  fuiFer  by  it  ?. 
Do  J  confider,  in  general,  how  eafily  my  paffion,  felfiflmefs  or 
partiality,  my  lefs  voluntary  errors,  or  mere  indolent  neglefts,, 
may  diftrefs  people  in  a  manner,  that  I  fliould  feel  to  be  moft 
grievous  ?  The  ftation  I  am  in  is  a  trull :  Do  I  discharge  iit 
with  that  diligence  and  fteadinefs,  that  integrity  and  difintereft- 
ednefs,  that  mildnefs  and  patience,  that  fenfe  of  human  felli- 
bUity,  that  readinefs  to  fee  and  correft  my  dwn  miftakes,  that 
vigilance  to  do  and  encourage  whatever  is  laudable,  which  I 
fhould  juftly  expeft  from  another  ?  Can  I  fay  to  myfelf,  after 
a  faithful  examination,  that  I  only  wifh-  a  return  fuitable  to  my 
behaviour?  And  can  I  fay  to  him,  whofe  fervant  I  am  here 
below,  Uhink  upon  me,  0  my  God,  for  good,  according  to  all 
that  I  have  done  for  tins  people  *  ? 

But  then,  at  the  fame  time,  perfons  under  authority  alfo 
fhould  alk  their  hearts,  before  they  accufe  thofe  above  them 
of  not  ailing  thus :  Am  I  fure,  both  of  my  being  well  inform- 
ed, how  they  have  afted,  and  well  qualified  to  judge,  how  they, 
ought  to  have  afted  ?  May  there  not  poflibly  be  things  very 
worthy  of  confideration  in  the  cafe,  which  I  have  never  reflec- 
ted upon,  perhaps  have  never  had  the  means  of  knowing  ?  And 
how  would  it  fit  upon  my  mind,  if  my  inferiors  were  to  pafs  a 
peremptory  and  fcvere  fentence  upon  me,  without  being  bet* 
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ter  acquainted  with  the  reafons  and  circumftattces  of  my  con-i. 
dud,  than  I  am  with  thofe  of  the  condudl  of  my  fuperiors  ? 
But  fuppofe  them  in  fault,  fliould  I  be  willing  to  have  all  my 
faults  exaggerated  to  the  utmoft;  without  any  confideration 
,  had,  how  natural  it  is  to  commit  them,  how  hard  it  is  to  a- 
void  them;  without  any  regard  paid  to  what  I  had  done  or 
meant  well  ?  And  fbould  I  further  thitlk  it  reafonable,  that  my 
betters  fliould  be  attentive  folely  to  the  errors  of  my  behavi- 
our, without  weighing  their  own  towards  me  !  If  not,  it  be- 
hoves me  to  wach  over  mine  towards  them :  and  promote  the 
welfare  of  fociety  in  the  fmall  fphere  that  belongs,  to  me,  lea- 
ving others  to  do  it  in  their  larger  ones.  Nay,  were  they  td 
inifraanage  ever  fo  grofsly,  yet  if  I  contribute,  cither  through 
tefentment,  ambition,  or  inconfideratenefs,  to  make  bad  worfe  ; 
I  fhall  treat,  if  not  thofe  whom  I  fuppofe  to  be  guilty,  yet  ma- 
nj  whom  I  know  to  be  innocent,  as  I  fliould  efteem  it  very 
wrong  for  them  to  treat  me. 

Thus  much  of  fuperiort  and  inferiors  in  public  life.  The 
firft  private  and  domeftic  relation  of  inequality  is  that  between 
tufbands  and  wives:  with  ref^ed  to  \vhom  our  Saviour's  rule 
moll  evidently  direfts,  that,  on  one  fide,  the  inequality  be  as  o- 
blingly  concealed;  on  the  other,  as  cheerfully  acknowledged  bs 
poffible;  and  that  on  both,  that  fidelity,  that  agreeablenefs, 
that  mildnefs,  that  prudence,  that  conflant  attention  to  theii' 
common  interefl:s,  temporal  and  eternal,  and  thofe  of  their  joint 
offspring,  be  fliewn,  which  each  of  them  hath  fo  very  jiifl:  rea- 
fon  to  claim,  from  the  nature  of  the  thing,  from  the  precepts 
of  fcripture,  from  their  mutual,  deliberate,  folemn  promife^ 
and  vows.  There  is  no  ftate,  in  which  the  two  parties  have 
fo  painful  a  fenfe  of  the  wrongs  they  fufier ;  there  is  none,  in 
which  they  are  fo  often  reminded,  one  way  or  other,  of  the 
wrongs  they  do :  therefore  few  words  are  needful  to  inllru^ 
them  how  to  apply  the  direftion  before  us ;  and  none  can  ex- 
prefs  fully  enough  their  obligation  to  apply  confeientioufly ; 
fad  to  fearch  the  bottom  of  their  fouls,  whether  they  have  or 
not. 

The  fecond  fpecies  of  domeffic  authority  is  that  of  parents 
<ivcr  their  children^  Now  parents  may  eafily  fuppofe  them- 
felves  in  their  childrens  condition  ;  for  they  have  been  in  it. 
Whatever  therefore  appeared  to  you  grievous  then,  and  on  cool 
'efleftion  appears  fo  ftill,  yo=u  wH  furely  never  fo  much  a3 
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.as  think  of  doing;  but  remember,  not  only  what  you  under^ 
went;  but  how  wrong  it  was,  that  you  ihould.  If  indee4 
you  have  fcen  the  wifdom  fince  of  reftraints,  that  yod 
once  thought  harfli  ones ;  and  found  caufe  to  be  forry  after- 
wards for  uidulgencies,  with  which  at  the  time  you  were  plea^ 
fed :  you  muft  follow  your  maturer  deliberate  judgment,  not 
your  early  rafh  one  ;  treat  your  children  as  you  would  now  be 
jdelirous  to  be  treated,  wer^  you  in  their  cafe,  not  as  you  did 
defire  during  your  ignorance ;  and  by  no  means  think  it  a  rea- 
fon,  for  expofing  them  to  ruin  by  dangerous  pleafures  and  a- 
xnufements,  or  for  condemning  them  to  infignificance  by  connir 
Tiring  at  tlieir  idlenefs,  that  you  were  extremely  glad  to  be  thu^ 
ufed  yourfelves.  But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  if  you  ate  con- 
vinced of  this,  you  ought  to  coniider,  as  impartially  as  you  cani: 
whether  you  do  not  carry  it  too  far :  whether  your  prefent  fe- 
verer  notions  be  not  the  effed  of  prejudices,  as  natural  to  riper 
years,  as  the  oppofite  ones  are  to  youth :  and  however  certaip 
you  are  of  the  contrary,  ftill  d6  your  beft,  to  make  what  is 
needful  for  your  children  eafy.  to  them,  by  telling  them  th« 
reafons  of  your  proceeding  when  they  can  fafcly  be  told :  and 
"when  they  cannot,  you  muft  give  fuch  proofs  on  other  occOr 
fions,  of  judicious  tendemefs  towards  them,  as  may  gain  their 
implicit  confidence  in  the  fitnefs  of  whatever  you  require; 
and  muft  not  be  much  offended,  if,  after  all,  the  obedience, 
wliich  you  receive,  be  too  like  that  which  probably  you  paid, 
fomewhat  unwilling  and  imperfeft.  Another  dpty  of  parents^ 
which  the  rule  of  the  te^t  cannot  fail  of  recommending  to 
them,  is,  making  a  due  and  timely  provifion  for  the  decent 
fubfifl;enee  of  their  children.  Either  this  was  done  for  you,  or 
you  ftrongly  felt,  that  it  ought  to  have  been  done  for  you. 
Which  foever  was  the  cafe,  you  are  ine^cufable  if  through  ex- 
travagance or  indolence  you  negleft  to  do  it  for  them :  and  you 
are  equally  fo,  -  (for  the  fame  plain  reafon)  unlefs  you  endea* 
your  with  your  utmoft  care  and  ikill,  to  guard  them  againft  all 
ibrts  of  dangers,  and  feciire  to  them  all  forts  of  happinefs,  ia 
the  world,  into  which  you  have  brought  them. 

But  then,  children  fhould  alfo  think;  (and,  as  they  are  ex- 
tremely apt  to  forget  it,  fliould  often  call  upon  themfelves  to 
think,)  were  there  any  one,  for  whom  I  had  the  Came  anxiety 
and  folicitude,  that  my  parents  appear  to  have  for  me;  and 
who  had  the  fame  obligations  to  m^,  that  I  have  to  my  parents  : 

ibould 
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fliould  I  be  willing  to  have  all  mj  kindnefs  received  with  con- 
tempt or  indifFerence ;  to  have  that  perfon  prefer  every  fancy 
of  his  own  to  my  comfort  and  peace  ?  Should  any  one  ever  be 
pat  under  my  direftion,  fliall  I  be  content,  that  before  he  can 
J)offibly  be  capable  of  judging,  he  fhould  infill  on  following  his 
own  judgement,  and  pay  no  deference  to  mine  ?  Nay,  fuppofing 
I  had  faults,  many  and  great  ones,  would  I  in  earned  be  willing 
to  lofe  all  obedience  and  lefpeft  on  account  of  thfcm?  Do  I  not 
^ready,  notwithftandlng  all  my  faults,  expeft  more  regard 
than  a  little  from  thofe  that  are  younger  than  myfelf  ?  Do  I 
f ot  fee  all  parents  expeft  it  from  their  children?  All  fuperi- 
ors  from  their  inferiors?  And  fliall  I  not  rooll  certainly  think 
hereafter,  as  they  do?  Why  fliould  not  my  aftions  therefore 
now  be  fuitable  to  what  my  fentiments  will  be  then  ? 

A  third  relation  in  domellic  life  is  that  between  mafters  and 
fervants.  Now  is  it  not  exceeding  natural  for  each  qf  the  for- 
mer to  alk  himfelf,  Were  I  a  fervant,  as  I  might  have  been, 
fliould  T  hold  it  reafonable  to  be  treated  roughly  and  haughti- 
ly, to  be  blamed  or  fufpeftcd  without  caufe,  to  have  every 
fault  aggravated  and.treafured  up  for  ever,  and  little  notice  ta- 
ken of  my  behaving  ever  fo  well;  to  have  immoderate  labour 
or  attendance  exafted,  or  what  is  fitting  in  any  kind,  with- 
held, or  what  is  due  for  my  fervice  detained  from  tnc;  to 
be  ncgle£led  in  ficknefs  or  old  age,  to  be  expofcd  without 
tedrefs  to  injuries  from  my  feUow-fervants ;  to  have  no  in- 
ftruftion  in  my  duty  given  me;  perhaps  no  opportunity 
afforded  me  of  learning  thofe  great  truths  of  religion,  which 
are  the  beft  d^feftion  and  fupport  through  this  life,  and  the  on- 
ly means  ojF  being  happy  for  ever  in  a  better  ?  If  I  fliould  think, 
and  juftly  think,  myfelf  intitled  to  receive  the  rev^rfe  of  this 
Tjfage,  let  me  be  fure  to  give  it;  and  ftudy  to  make  that  fubjec- 
tion,  which  cannot  be  a  very  pleafiugft^ate,  as  toleirablc  as  can  be 
to  thofe  who  are  in  it ;  for  mine  would  be  a  very  intolerable 
one,  were  there  none  fuch. 

And  furely,  on  the  other  hand,  all  fervants,  in  whatever  fta- 
tions,  ought  to  alk  their  hearts  with  equal  faimefs  :  Would  it 
Teem  to  me  fit,  were  I  a  mafl:er,  that  my  fervant  fliould  be  dif- 
honeft  or  undutiful,  quarrelfome  or  diforderly,  negligent  or 
Wafteful  in  my  family,  when  I  had  covenanted  with  him  for 
the  contrary  gobd  qualities,  and  was  bound  to  pay  him  a  va^ 
fcable  cohfideratio-n  for  them  ?  Would  I  b^  willing,  he  fliould 
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betray.tny  fecrets,  iurt  my  reputation,  corrupt  my  children ; 
or  any  way  prove  niy  enenjy,  when  I  had  brought  him  under* 
my  roof  to  be  my  friend?  Would  I  be  <iontent,  he  fliould  quit 
me  without  reafbnable  notice ;  or  bear  nothing  from  me,  who 
perhaps  mull  bear  niuch  frpm  him ;  murmur  at  every  inconve- 
nience, and  appear  fenfible  of  no  advantages  ?  If  not ;  what  I 
fliquld  require,  that  let  me  do. 

But  I  proceed  now  to  fuperiors,  not  in  authority,  but  in 
rank  only;  on  account  of  fome  one  or  more  of  the  various  pre- 
eminepces,  that  raife  men  one  above  another.  For  thefe  alfo, 
and  their  refpeftive  inferiors,  have  great  need  to  form  their 
conduft  firft,  and  try  it  ever  after,  by  this  excellent  rule. 

They  who  challenge  reverence  on  account  of  their  years, 
ought  frequently  to'  refleft,  how  ill  they  would  digeft,  w^ere 
they  young,  that  affuming  carriage,  which  they  fometimes  ufe : 
how  unjuft  they  would  deem  it  to  be  treated  penurioufly  and 
rigidly;  to  be  condemned,  and  it  may  be,  caft  off,  for  mere  in- 
diibretlons,  or  even  a  few  groffer  faulty.  But  then  young  peo- 
ple, in  their  turn,  cannot  Confider  too  much,  and  very  feldom 
confider  nearly  enough,  how  bitter  it  wbuld  be  to  them  were 
they  already  in  years,  how  bitter  it  will  be  to  them,  when 
that  time  comes,  to  have  their  experience  and  wifdom  flighted, 
and  be  objefts  of  diflike  and  ridicule  to  every  raw  and  thought* 
lefs  creature,  perhaps  for  thofe  very  things,  which  ought  to 
procure  them  honour  and  love.        -  '        *., 

Again,  perfons  of  fuperior  quality'  or  wealth  fliould  bring 
themfelves  down  in  their  imaginations  to  the  middle  and  low- 
er condition  of  life:  confult  their  breaflis,  what  ^degree  of  re- 
fpeft  they  would  like  to  pay  thofe  above  them;  what  forts  of 
condefcenfion '  and  fiibferviency  they  would  think  it  hard  to 
have  exadted*  from  them ;  what  clairns  of  privilege  they,  would 
judge  oppreflive  and  injurious:  and  let  the  feelings,  which  they  ' 
will  thus  acquire,  -and  which  perhaps  will  be  new  to  them,  re- 
gulate their  condu6h  They  fliould  Examine  well  what  the 
real  fl:ate  of  the  induftrious,  the  needy,  the  helplefs  part  of  the 
world  often  is  \  then  place  themfelves  in  it  a  while ;  and  they 
^ould  have  a  ftrong  fenfe,  how  criminal  it  muft  be  in  anyway 
to  increafe  their  difficulties,  how  requlfite  in  every  way  to  leflen 
them.  But  at  the  fame  time,  meaner  perfons  alfo  have  full  as 
much  occafion  to '  confider,  how  grievous  they  would  find  it, 
"^ert  they  iji  higher  flations,  to  be  defrauded  and  impofed  on, 
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how  provoking  to  be  complained  of  without  caufe,  how  irkfome 
to  be  teized  with  unreafonablc  requefts  and  expeftations ;  and 
what  a  Ihocking  thin^  it  is  for  them  to  ufe  fuch  infolence  to- 
wards their  betters  as  thej  would  think  itlfupportable,  fhould 
even  their  betters  ufe  it  towards  them. 

A  third  fort  of  pre-eminence  without  duthoritj,  is  that 
which  arifes  from  perfons^l  accomplifliments  of  mind  or  bodj. 
And  here  again  the  rule  moft  clearly  direAs  thofe  who  excell, 
never  to  be  contemptuous  or.  oftentatious ;  and  thofe  who  are 
deficient,  never  to  give  offence  by  unequal  competitions,  or 
marks  of  envy;  for  each  would  account  them  extremely  in- 
jurious, were  he  in  the  other's  place.  But  let  us  now  go  on 
to  the 

.  lid.  General  head,  the  influence  of  this  precept,  where  per- 
fims  are  equal,  or  however  may  be  confidered  as  fuch.  And 
thefe  are  chiefly,  either  near  relations,  friends,  and  intimates, 
or  fuch  as  have  occafional  intercourfe,  in  bufinefs,  in  converfa- 
tion,  in  matters  of  party  difpute,  civil  or  religious,  in  fubjeds 
(rf  private  offence  and  refentment,  in  cafes  that  call  for  good- 
nature and  compafEon. 

Near  relations  always  claim  peculiar  affeftioh.  and  regard^ 
but  too  feldom  pay  it.  Negligence,  ill-temper,  emulation,  mu- 
tual jealoufy  in  point  of  intereft  or  favourj  alienate  and  four 
their  minds :  and  each  complains  of  the  reft,  becaufe  none  will 
srpply  our  Saviour's  direftion  to  feareh  and  refbrm  himfelf.  In- 
timacies, and  what  people  call  friendfhips,  are  on  the  fame  ac- 
cbunt  perpetually  liable  id  be  broken  off  by  difgnfts,  frequent- 
tly  very  grovindlcifs  ones;  and  while  they  laft,  are  very  com- 
monly, either  infincere  and  treacherous,  0/  by  wrong  partiali- 
ties and  compliances  dangerous  and  pernicious :'  all  which  things 
the  plain  queftion,  **  would  it  be  right,  that  we  ihould  be  trea- 
ted, as  we  treat  others  ?"  might  eafily  prevent.  But  I  pro- 
ceed to  thofe,  Who  have  only  occafional  intercourfe. 
,  In  buflnefs,  every  one  would  think  it  hard,  even  to  be  obftru3:ed 
ahd  delayed,  much  more  to  be  over- reached,  or  oppreffed :  whe- 
ther by  taking  advantages  of  lavir  againft  common  juftice,  or  of 
his  neceflity,  his  ignorance,  his  miftake,  his  inadvertence,  his 
forgetfulnefs,  or  any  other  way.  Every  one  would  be  willing 
to  make  a  realbnabJe  profit  of  his  labour,  his  goods,  or  his  fkill  % 
and  unwilling  to  allow  another  more  th::a  is  reafonable.   .E- 
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very  one  would  expe£l  from  bis  creditor  all  due  forbearance  f 
and  more  than  common  'forbearance,  when  circumilances  ref 
quired  it.  Everj  one  would  expeA,  that  they  fhould  not  be- 
come his  (debtora,  who  have  no  profpeft  of  paying;  and  that 
they,  who,  if  they  will  take  proper  meafures  for  it,  can  pay» 
ihould.  do  it  within  the  time  promifed.  £yery  one  would  claim 
to  have  proper  notice  taken  of  his  interefts  and  pretenfions,  as 
weU  as  thofe  of  other  people ;  nay  indeed  to  have  fome  regard^ 
where  there  is  room  for  it,  paid  to  his  bare  inclinations*  There' 
fore  all  things^  whcttfaever,  ye  would  that  men  Jhould  do  untoyouy 
even  Jo  do  ye  unto  them.  To  ufe  even  thofe  unfairly,  who  have 
ufed  us  fo,  is  very  bad:  but  to  ufe  any  one  unfairly,  becaufe. 
another  hath  ufed  us  fo,  is  what,  were  we  to  fuffer  fuch  ufage, 
we  fhould  think  monftroufly  wicked.  You  will  £a,y  per- 
haps, we  fiiall  be  undone,  if  we  confine  ourfelves  to  aS:,  as 
we  may  indeed  reafonably  wiih,  but  fhall  wiih  to  no  mannet 
of  purppfe,  that  others  would  a& ;  and  therefore  we  mud  do 
as  they'do,  not  as  we  would  in  vain  have  them  do.  But  con- 
fider.  Our  blefled  Saviour,  you  may  be  fure,  forefaw  this  oh^ 
jeflion:  and  yet  doth  he  allow,  that,  to  fecure  ourfelves,  we 
fhould  violate  the  integrity  we  owe  to  our  fellow- creatures?' 
No : ,  but  only  bids  us  join  difcretion  with  it.  Behold^  I  fend 
you  forth  atjheep  in  the  mid/i  of  wolves  :  be  ye  therefore  wife 
as  ferpents*y  and  harmlefs  as  doves*.  It  is  very  true,  innocence 
without  prudence  will  not  do  for  this  world :  but  prudence 
without  innocence  wiB  not  do  for  the  next^  nor  always  even 
for  this  J  in  which  probably  more  men  of  abilities  have  ruin- 
ed thenafelves  by  adventuring  into  crooked  paths,,  than  weak, 
men  have  by  keeping  to  the  ftreight  9X^t^    But  to  proceed. 

In  common  converfation,  you  certainly  exped  civility  and. 
decent  compkifance;  be  careful  to  fhew  it  then:  you  would 
not  be  overborne;  be  not  overbearing:  you  would  have  what 
you  fay  or  do  received  with  candour :  receive  in  the  fame  manw 
ner  what  the  refl  of  the  compai^F  fey  ^r  do.     You  would  be- 
very  unwilling  to  hear  thofe,  whom  you  refped,  unhandfome- 
ly  fpoken  of:  'therefore  fpeak  unhandfomely  of  no  one,  whom, 
it  is  j>offible  any  other  perfon  m'^  refpeft.     And  remember, 
there  are  perfons  who  refpeft  religion  and  virtue :  and  feel  as 
much  uneafinefs  at  profane  or  indecent  dlfcourf^,  as  you  can 
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fed  when  your  beft  inends  are  flanged*  Again;  joa  would ^ 
delire,  that  when  atiy  thing  is  mcndoned,  which  can  effect  your 
charader,  it  ihould  l](e  placed  in  the  moll  favourable  light. 
Place  therefore-  in  the  fame  whatever  may  affed:  the  charac* 
ter  of  any  one  clfe.  And  even  if  you  are  not  fo  tender  about 
reputation;  yet  tecolleft,  that  the  people,  of  whom  you  are 
^fcourfing,  may:  behave  therefore  as  you  would  wiih  them  to 
dO|  if  you  had  the  fame  fenfibility  that  they  have.  You  are 
tempted  perhaps  to  take  liberties  in  talk,  becaufe  you  have  a 
talent  for  iatire  and  ridicule.  But  how  would  you  wiih  others 
to  exercife  this  talent  with  refpeft  to  you,  if  tiiey  had  it,  and 
you  not?  Should  you  deferve  to  be  made  odious  or  contempti- 
ble, merely  becaufe  they  had  wit.  But  your  motive,  it  may 
be,  is  of  a  higher  kind.  You  have  a  xeal  againft  wickedneb 
and  folly.  Why,  fhew  it  then  in  promoting  virtue  and  wif- 
dom,  and  all  will  be  well.  But  paiSng  hafly  cenfures,  and 
fpieading  bad  reports,  poffibly  with  little  or  no  foundation,  is 
a  ftrange  method  of  being  zealous  for  what  is  good;  and  a  moil 
unrighteoud  one  you  would  think  it,  were  the  caic  your  own. 
Or  fuppofing  that  the  fault,  About  which  you  arr  fo  vehement^ 
is  but  too  certain :  were  you  never  guilty  of  any,  were  you 
never  in  danger  of  any  ?  And  would  it  have  been  well  done  to 
expofe  you  for  it  to  the  utmoft  ?  Might  it  not  have  you  made  def- 
perate,  inftead  of  refonmng  you  ?  How  much  more  rational,  as 
well  as  humane,  is  the  apoftle*s  injunftion  to  fpeak  tvU  of  no 
nan^  hutjbew  all  metknefs  unto  all  men  ;  Jbr^  faith  he,  we  our^ 
f elves  were  fometimes  foolijh^  dif obedient^  deceived*.  Our  reli- 
gion, (and  it  is  greatly  to  its  honour)  commands^  us  to  be  ftrift 
m  our  own  condud,  yet  gentle  in  our  remarks  on  that  of  others  •. 
and  its  profeflbrs  are  too  often  the  reverfe ;  loofe  in  their  princi- 
ples and  pradices,  bitter  in  their  refieftions.  Yet  ftill  fuch 
freedoms  in  difcourfe,  when  they  are  taken,  not  with  defign  to' 
do  harm,  but  through  mere  Incoa&deratenefs,  ought  not  to  be 
much  refented ;  becaufe  moft  men  muft  be  confcious,  that  they 
are  too  apt  to_  take  the  fame :  for  which  they  would  undoubt- 
edly think  it  hard  not  to  be  pardoned.  And,  above  all,  they 
who  know  that  their  behaviour  hath  given  ground  for  cenfure, 
Mght  to  bear  it  Very  patiently,   as   What  they  have  deferved^ 

■  For' 
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For  £o  they  would  judge  others  under  the  fame  circumftances 
ought  to  do,  both  in  point  of  juftice  and  of  prudence. 

Another  occafion,  on  which  dreadful  injuries,  both  in  word 
and  deed,  are  fadly  frequent,  is  that  of  difputes  and  contentions ^ 
ilsligious  and  civil.  For  the.mildnefs  and  love,  which  both  our 
common  nature  and  common  chriltianity  didlate,  is  not  onlj" 
tranfgrefled  in  thefe  cafes  bj  manj  without  perceiving  it,  but 
fome  imagine  the  utmoft  vehemence  a  duty  f  and  defend  it,  bjr 
faying  diredly,  that  were  it  poffibly  for  them  to  be  as  bad  as 
their  adverfarics  are,   they  fhould  think  no  ufage  too  fevere. 

But  muft  you  not  think  it  too  fevere,  to  have  it  taken  for 
granted  you  were  thus  bad ;  to  have  every  random  aiTertion  to 
your  difadvantage  imnaediately  believed ;  and  a  fliare  of  every 
ill  thing,  that  any  one  of  the  fame  denomination  had  done,  im- 
puted to  you :  to  have  men  work  up  their  own  paflions  againft 
you  to  any  height  without  reafon,  or  follow  the  common  cry  of 
their  fide,  or  the  falhionable  one  of  the  times,  without  confider- 
ation  ?  Surely  you  ought  to  confider  well,  how  you  fliould  like 
to  have  the  fed  or  party, '  the  profeffion  or  body  of  men,  that 
you  were  of,  pointed  out  to  be  run  down  thus,  right  or  wrong. 
And  in  general  it  ought  to  be  confidered  well,  by  thofe,  who 
have  power,  what  forbearance  and  moderation  they  ihould 
claim,  were  others  in  power;  by  thofe  who  are  weakeft,  what 
freedoms  they  would  account  unfit  to  be  taken  with  them,  if 
they  were  the  ftrongeft ;  and  by  all  perfohsj  what  they  would 
reckon  allowable  and  fair  in  their  oppofers,  what  on  the  con- ' 
trary  diftionourable  and  criminal. 

But  I  go  on  from  thefe  more  public  altercations  to  that  with 
which  they  are  clofely  ccnnefted,  matters  of  private  difplea- 
fure  and  offence.  You  make  no  fcruple  perhaps  of  doing  what 
muft  naturally  difoblige  and  provoke  others  ;  but  without  re- 
gard to  that,  purfue  your  own  interell;  or  indulge  your  own 
humour.  Now  would  you  indeed  be  well  pleafed,  that  the 
reft  of  the  world  fliould  be  as  regardlefs  of  your  incliRation  or 
convenience?  You  apprehend  yourfelf  injured,  and  refolve  in- 
ilantly  on  revenge,  to  the  extent  of  your  ability.  But  could 
you  pofTibly  think  it  right,  that  the  anger  of  another,  (and 
your  own  is  juft  as  blind)  fnould  be  left  without  control  to  de- 
termine whether  and  how  far  you  had  done  wrong,  and  what 
return  it  deferved:  that  he  fliould  be  judge  and  executioner  in 
his  own  caufe,  and  perhaps  not  take  a  moment  to  cool  firft  ?  You 
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feel  by  having  received  an  injury  how  very  bad  a  thing  it  is 
to  do  one.  Recollefl  then:  Returning  one  is  doing  one;  is  do- 
ing it  defignedly  too,  with  that  fingle  niifchievous  intencioi^: 
Whereas  in  all  likelihood  the  perfon,  at  whom  you  are 
fo  exafperated,  meant  much  more  to  ferve  or  gratify  him- 
ielf,  than  to  hurt  you,  if  he  meant  the  latter  at  all.  Or  what- 
ever his  intentions  were,  you*  have  both  a  precept  of  fcripturet© 
direcl  you  on  the  occafion,  and  a  promife  of  fcripture  to  indena- 
nify  you.  Say  not,  I  will  do  to  bim^  as  h£  hath  done  to  me  ;  I 
tjuill  render  to  the  man  according  to  his  work  *.  Say  not^  I  will 
recompenfe  evil:  but  VJait  on  the  Lord,  and  be  Jball  fave  thee  f- 
if  then  you  take  the  oppofite  courfe,  you  rejeft  what  God  hata 
exprefsly  appointed  to  be  your  rule;  you  chufe  inftead  of  it^ 
what  he  hath  exprtjfsly  forbidden  to  be  your  rule ;  you  put 
jourfelf  from  under  the  proteftion  of  his  providence,  and 
knowingly  expofe  yourfelf  to  his  heavieft  difplcafure.  But 
you  will  fay.  If  we  may  not  jrevenge  ourfelves,  we  may  furel  j 
refolve  to  have  nothing  more  to  do  with  the  man  who  hath  in- 
jured us ;  and  look  on  all  obligations  of  kindnefs  to  him,  at 
cancelled.  Now  here  again  confider:  Would  it  be  reafonablt^ 
if  you  had  once,  or  more  than  once,  behaved  to  any  one  as  yoa 
ought  not,  that  therefore  you  fhould  be  rejefted  for  ever?  Might 
not  you  regain  in  time  a  title  even  to  friendfliip  and  confi- 
dence ?  Might  not  you  from  the  firft  be  a  fit  objeft  of  lower 
marks  of  favour?  Or  fuppofing  you  did  not  deferve  them, 
might  it  not  be  very  laudable  and  right  to  treat  you  better, 
than  you  deferved  ?  Do  not  you  hope  to  be  treated  thus,  en 
many  occafions  by  men,  and  in  the  important  concern  of  your 
future  happinefs  by  God  himfelf  ?  whofe  mercy  you  dare  afk 
for  on  no  other  terms,  than  thofe  of  being  forgiven,  as  you 
forgive.  If  therefore  the  forgivenefs,  which  you  beg,  includes 
bounty  and  gracious  notice ;  let  that,  which  you  grant,  do  fo 
likewife,  in  a  proper  degree ;  and  imitate  the  goodnefs,  which 
otherwife  you  will  pray  for  in  vain.  Obferve  but  in  what 
manner  our  Saviour  hath  in  St.  Luke  connected  the  precept  be- 
fore us,  with  that  of  pardoning  injuries.  As  ye  would  that 
menjhould  do  to  you^  do  ye  alfo  to  them  likewife — Love  your 
mmies  and  do  good,  and  ye  Jhall  he  the  children  of  the  highefit 
fiar  he  is  kind  to  the  unthankful  and  the  evlL     Be  ye  therefore 
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merciful^  tts your  Father  alfo  is  merciful*.  But  at  leaft,  you 
will  fay,  proper  fubmiffion  may  be  requiried  firft.  Why  un- 
doubtedly it  may.  And  he,  who  hath  done  the  wrong,  fhould 
always  confider,  whether,  if  he  had  received  it,  the  fatisfa&ion, 
which  he  deems  it  beneath  him  to  give,  would  not  have  ap- 
peared very  ncceflary  for  him  to  claim.  But  then  at  the 
fame  time,  you  who  have  received  the  wrong,  ihould  confider 
too,  whether  if  you  had  done  it,  you  could  have  yielded  to  thc^ 
rigorous  terms  and  debafing  compliances  which  you  exa£l :  nay^ 
would  not  haye  thought  it  very  hard,  that  fuch,  as  might  be  in 
ilridnefs  due,  fliould  be  without  abatement  infifted  on. 

Another  fituatien,  requifite  to  be  mentioned,  in  which  we  are 
flrangely  apt  to  violate  our  Saviour's  rule,  is,  when  connexions 
or  circumftances  call  us  to  fhew  courtefy,  love,  or  pity.  Very 
commonly  we  have  fcarce  any  attention  to  return  the  obliging 
behaviour,  which  we  aUfolutely  expefl::  give  mighty  fmall 
proofs  of  affeftion,  even  where  we  ihould  be  miferable,  if  the 
greateft  were  not  given  us ;  and  hardly  exprefs  the  lead  com- 
pafBon  to  the  afliifted,  whereas  we  ihould  look  for  all  poifible 
affiduity  of  tendemefs,  were  we  in  their  condition.  Or  if  even 
our  ilrength  of  mind  were  fuch  as  not  to  need  fupport ;  wc 
ought  futely  to  aik  ourfelves,  what  we  ihould  juftly  wiih  for, 
had  we  lefs  ilrength,  as  others  may.  But  inftead  of  being  mo- 
ved by  that  coniideration  to  a  friendly  fympathy,  we  can  per- 
fecute  the  wretched  with  unreafonable  harih  maxims  of  imprac- 
ticable wifdom;  nay,  perhaps  imbitter  their  forrows  with 
groundlefs  or  immoderate  reproaches,  when  the  juiteil  and  the 
gentleft  reproofs  would  be  ilUtjimed  and  hard-hearted*  What 
lieelings  the  perfons  thus  treated  muil  have,  and  confequently 
what  our  own  under  the  fame  treatment  would  be,  is  incpm- 
parablji  fct  forth  in  thofe  words  of  Job,  /  al/o  coiild  /peak  as 
ye  do:  if  your  foul  were  in  my  fouV  s  Jlead^  /.  could  heap  up 
V)ords^  andjhahe  my  head  at  you.  But  I  would  Jlrengthen  you 
with  my  mouth  ;  and  the  moving  of  my  lipsjhould  ajfwage  your 
grief*.  This  therefore  is  our  duty:  for  this  would  afTuredly 
be  our  defire.  But  then,  as  they,  who  are  not  in  affiiftion^ 
ihould  think,  if  they  were,  with  what  kindnefs  they  ihould  ex- 
peft  to  be  attended  and  regarded;  fo  they  who  are,  ihould 
think  in  return,  if  it  had  fallen  to  their  lot  to  pay  this  at- 
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dance  and  regard,  what  patience  and  rcafcnablcnrfs  thej 
fhonld  have  expelled  from  thofe  to  whom  thcj  paid  it ;  and 
what  thankful  acknowledgments,  for  diTcliarglng  an  office  bat 
tolerably  well,  which  mult  be  in  itfelf  a  melancholy  and  un- 
pleafing  one. 

There  are  fome,  and  I  hops  the  more  ufual,  of  the  number- 
lefs  cafes,  in  which  we  fhould  all  be  folicitoull7  careful  to  do  to 
x)therSy  as  we  would  they  JJjouid  do  to  us.  Indeed  were  we  to 
aim  at  taking  one.  ftep  further,  and  a  little  exceed  the  goodnefi--, 
which  we  conceive  we  might  equitably  demand,  we  fhould  fel- 
<ioni  go  beyond  the  rule,  but  only  make  fome  what  furcr  not  to 
fall  ihort  of  it  :  a  point,  of  which  it  concerns  us  in  the  highell 
degree  to  make  fure.  For  when  God  is  fo  gracious  as  to  ap- 
peal to  our  hearts,  and  govern  us  by  a  law,  as  it  w^cre,-  of  our 
own  enabling  :  (a  hiv/  wliich  we  cannot  be  ignorant  of,  cannot 
except  againft,  and  one  fhould  think  can  hardly  forget  or  mil- 
apply  ;)  we  muft  be  dreadfully  inexcufeable  before  him,  when 
we  difobey  it.  Indeed  the  general  difobedLeace  to  it  which 
-there  is  in  the  world,  affords  us  a  deplorable  view  of  the  flatc 
of  mankind  ;  and  fhould  excit2  us  to  a  flridl  cicaminaLlon  of 
our  pafl,  and- a  diligent  watchfulnefs  over  our  future  cordu^l. 
We  have  all  tranfgrefTed  even  this  mofl  obvious  and  unexcep- 
tionable rule  :  let  us  all  beg  that  pardon,  w^hich  our  Saviour 
hath  merited,  for  what  wx  have  done  ill ;  and  apply  for  that 
grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  without  the  help  of  w  hich  \vc  c:iu 
^o  nothing  well. 
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And  ah^ve  all  things^  hatse  fervent  charity  among  yourjelvvs  ^ 
for  charity  Jhall  corner  the  multitude  ofjins. 

A  Religiok,  the  precepts  of  which  are  all  juft  and  good, 
muft  immediately  be  acknowledged  tb  be  fo  far  true ;  but 
if,  befides,  the  general  temper  from  which  it  appoints  every 
particular  duty  to  be  done,  be  the  proper  and  right  one,  then 
the  argument  in  its  favour  ftrengthens.  And  if,  laftly,  the 
means  which  it  prefcribes  to  form  this  temper,  be  well  adapted 
to  produce  it  in  the  worft  of  men,  and  raife  it  ftill  higher  in 
the  beft,'  nothing  more  can  be  wanting  to  prove  the  pradiical 
part  of  fuch  an  inftitation,  which  is  always  the  mofl  import- 
ant part,  worthy  of  him,  who  alone  perfeftly  knows  both  the 
obligations  arifing  from  our  original  nature,  and  the  afliftances 
needful  in  our  prefent  circumftances.  - 

Now  this  is  evidently  the  cafe  of  Chriftianity.  Its  injunc-i 
tions  comprehend  every  didlate,  the  very  pureft  and  fublimeit, 
of  natural  piety  arid  virtue,  without  any  fingle  article  contra- 
didlory  to  them  :  whereas  all  religions  of  human  invention 
have  both  omitted  right  thing*,  and  commanded  wrong  ones. 
The  precepts  it  hath  added,  peculiar  to  itfelf,  are  few  and  un- 
exceptionable. And  the  motives  from  which  the  whole  is  to 
be  praftifed,  arc  two,  the  molt  rational  and  excellent  that  can 
be  conceived  :  the  firjl  and  great  commandment^  l^houjhalt  love 
the  Lord  thy  God  with  all  thy  heart;  and  the  fecond  like  unto 
it,  thou  Jhalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thy f elf  "^  :  both  which  have 

one 
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one  original  fource  ;  that  inward  efteem  of  moral  goodnefs  and 
re&itude,  which  tnuft  incline  us  to  adore  it  in  our  Maker,  cul- 
tivate it  in  ourfelves,  and  exercife  it  towards  our  fellow-crea- 
tures. 

This  is  the  genuine  fpirit  of  the  gofpel :  and  it  is  plainly 
the  worthieft  and  noblefl  that  our  nature,  or  any  nature,  is  ca- 
pable of :  too  noble,  indeed,  for  human  minds,  weak  and  de- 
praved as  they  are,  to  be  wholly  influenced  by  at  firft.  And 
therefore  we  are  trained  up  to  it  gradually,  by  a  preparatory 
difcipHne  of  threatenings  to  reftrain,  and  promifes  to  excite  us ; 
of  religious  appointments  to  remind  us  of  our  duty,  vifible 
figns  to  make  ftronger  impreflions  of  it,  worldly  trials  of  many 
kinds  to  exercife  and  confirm  us  in  it ;  till,  through  a  courfc  jo£ 
this  improving  education,  we  grow  up  to  our  maturity ;  and 
that  which  is  perfeB  being  cotne^  that  which  is  in  part  be  done 
aivay  *.  Then  God  in  his  own  good  time  fliall  tranflate  us  in- 
to a  better  world,  and  removing,  as  fuperfluous,  now,  thofe 
temporary  aids,  which,  in  fome  degree,  obfcured  the  building 
they  contributed  to  raife,  its  beauty  fliall  appear  complete,  and 
its  duration  eternal. 

.  Therefore,  in  every  aft,  and  every  thought  of  religion,  we 
ihould  always  remember,  that  the  only  true  meafure  of  our 
improvement,  is  the  increafe  of  that  virtuous  afTeftion,  which 
St.  Paul  h2ith  declared  to  be  the  end  of  the  commandment  f^  love 
to  God,  and  love  to  his  whole  creation,  efpecially  our  own  fpe- 
cies,  or  as  h^am'z,  prpportion  of  it  as  our  behaviour  can  affedt. 
The  fonXier  'mm  of  this  blefled  temper,  that  which  regards 
our  Maker,  t8b'  been  taught  fo  unintelligibly,  and  perverted 
fo  wildly,  by  fome,  and,  partly  in  confequence  of  that,  rejefted 
with  fuch  fcorn,  or  admitted  with  fuch  diffidence,  by  others ; 
that  to  the  great  difad vantage  and  diftionour  of  religion,  it  hath 
obtained  but  little  place  in  the  fouls  of  men,  even  of  thofe  who 
think  themfelves  pious  and  devout.  And  yet,  if  goodnefs  be 
the  natural  objeft  of  love,  and  infinite  goodnefs  of  the  higheft 
love  that  we  can  exert,  furely  the  meaning  of  love  to  God  is 
as  plain,  and  the  obligation  to  it  as  indifpenfable,  as  the  feel- 
ing of  it  is  delightful,  and  the  fruits  excellent. 

Love  to  our  fellow- creatures,  the  fecond  precept  of  our,bleff- 
«d  Lord,  wliich  in  the  text  is   rendered  charity j  the  original 
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word  being  the  very  fame,  hath  indeed  fo  far  efcaped  better 
than  the  firft,  as  to  be  in  general  terms  well  fpoken  of  by  all 
the  world.  But,  at  the  fame  time,  its  nature  hath  often  been- 
ill  underftood  ;  and  its  worth  feldom  confidcred  near  enough, 
yet  fometimes  exalted  a  great  deal  too  much. 
For  thefe  reafons,  I  fliidl  endeavour, 

I.  To  fettle  the  right  notion  of  this  virtue. 

II.  To  fiiew  the  juft  value  of  it  :  particularly  its  influence 
in  what  both  St.  Petet'  and  St.  'James  afcribe  to  it,  covering  of 

fins. 

I.  To  fettle  the  right  notion  of  it :  a  thyig  the  more  necef- 
fary,  becaufe  the  word,  by  which  it  is  here  expreffed,  hath 
greatly  altered  its  meaning.  Charity,  in  cJommon  fpeech  at 
prefent,  almofl  conftantly  fignifies,  either  judging  favourably 
of  the  aftions  and  intentions  of  others,  or  relieving  their  dif- 
trcfles  :  whereas,  in  the  New  Teftament,  it  never  fignifies  thefe 
particularly,  and  fcarce  ever  arty  fingle  virtue,  but  that  gene- 
ral benevolence  of  difpofition,  which  prompts  us,  on  all  occa- 
fions,  to  mild  thoughts  and  beneficent  deeds  ;  and  on  which, 
Wrought -in  us  by  the  grace  of  our  Redeemer,  depends  their 
true  worth  and  acceptance  with  God.  For  this  reafon,  St. 
Paul  very  juftly  fuppofes  a  cafe  pofllble,  which  elfe  might 
well  feem  a  very  llrange  one,  that  of  a  man's  bellowing  all 
he  hath  to  feed  thti  poor,  and  not  having  charity  ;  for  he  may 
only  have  vanity  or  ambition  ;  and  as  jullhr  determines  upon 
it,  that  fuch  liberality  fhall  profit  him  iMkg[ri^  Charity, 
therefore,  is  an  inward  principle  of  unive; 
and  the  feeds  of  it  are  fown  in  that  conflitut^B|PjTtStodnefs  of 
nature,  of  which,  notwithftanding  our  lamentsMwe  degeneracy 
by  the  fall,  every  man  hath  fome  remaining  degree ;  the  larger 
the  happier,  if  we  manage  it  with  due  care.  For  in  this,  as 
in  ev^ry  part  of  our  frame,  watchful  conduft  and  judicious 
culture  of  our  powers  and  prbpenfities,  promoting  their  growth 
in  fome  inflahces,  reftraining  it  in  others,  and  direfting  it  in- 
all,  is  highly  neceflary  to  their  attaining  maturity,  and  bring- 
ing forth  valuable  fruit.  When  properly  regulated,  the  mod 
terrible  of  our  paflSons,  anger,  becomes  the  minifler  of  good  ;- 
and,  whdn  left  to  run  wild,  the  moil  amiable  of  our  inward 
feelings,  good-nature,  is  often  almofl  wholly  ufelefs,  atid  fome- 
times the  parent  of  much  evil. 

*  Thus,: 
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Thus,  to  fay  nothing  of  thofe  whofe  pretences  to  it  are  mere 
affedation,  who  cxtoll  benevoknce  to  the  flties  in  talk,  but 
give  no  proof  of  it  in  any  thing  beyond  talk  :  the  good-nature 
of  foitie,  who  have  a  fcrt  of  it,  is  intirely  notional  and  roman- 
tic. They  can  be  afFefted  tnofl  deeply  by  a  moving  ftoryj 
weep  over  even  a  feigned  diftrefs,  when  well  defcribed,  or  bare- 
ly reprefented  to  them  by  fancy  ;  and  perhaps  weep  a  fecond 
time  at  refledling  on  their  own  meritorious  tendemefs  :  yet,  in 
real  cafes  that  come  before  them,  can  fee  the  heavieft  aiBiftions 
without  being  moved  ;  nay,  can  even  produce  them  with  a 
moil  unrelenting  fleadinefs,  when  their  pleafures,  or  interells, 
or  favourite  fchemes,  require  it.  And  thus  they  cultivate,  in 
idea,  the  mofl  refined  and  exalted  fentiments  of  humanity, 
which  no  one  living  is  ever  the  better  for. 

Some  again  are  a  little  more  in  eamcfl  than  this  comes  to  : 
but  fo  very  little,  that,  inftead  oi  fervent  charity^  it  amounts 
to  no  more  than  languid  inefFeftual  good-will.  They  wilh 
well,  it  may  be,  to  all  the  world  :  applaud  others  highly,  when 
they  relieve  the  diftrelTed  ;  approve  it,  are  iincerely  glad  of  it  9 
will,  on  occafion,  folicit  and  prefs  them  to  it :  but  if  they 
themfelves  are  called  upon  to  do  likewife,  know  not  how  to* 
part  with  any  thing  worth  naming,  be  they  pofleffed  of  ever 
fo  great  fuperfluity  ;  and  -  have  a  thoufand  reafons  to  alledge, 
why  they  cannot,  or  need  not  do,  what  mofl  evidently  they 
both  can  and  ought. 

Another  fort  of  perfons  will  give  their  money  freely  e- 
nough :  for  they  have  no  regard  to  money.  But  if  they  arc 
wanted  to  beflow  a  little  pains  or  contrivance  towards  extricat- 
iiig  any  one  out  of.  difficulties,  that  is  too  hard  a  talk,  though 
it  would  do  ever  fo  much  good.  To  think  of  the  diftrefs  of  a 
fellow-creature  is  grievous  to  them  ;  but  to  fet  about  helping 
him  would  be  more  fo  :  and  therefore,  inftead  of  condemning 
a'n^  throwing  off  their  indolence,  they  turn  th(^ir  eyes  another 
way  to  make  tljemfelves  cafy,  and  let  every  thing  grow  as 
liiuch  worfe  as  it  can. 

The  goodttefs  of  a  fourth  fort  is  very  warm,  but  extremely 
fliort-lived.  They  will  promife  vvonders,  and  mean  all  they 
fay;  but  forget  it  in  a  day's  time:  and  jiift  then  would  do 
every  thing  for  a  man,  whom  in  their  next,  turn  of  humour 
th^y  will  do  nothing  for.  So  that,  till  they  are  known,  they 
'  mlilead 
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jniflead  and  difappoint  almoft  as  many,  as  they  undertake  to 
ferve. 

Another  very  blameable  kind  of  good-nature  is  a  partial  one^ 
That  principle  muft  evidently  be  planted  in  us  >for  tlie  benefit 
of  all  without  exception:  and  yet  we  moll  of  us,  it  may  be 
feared,  either  openly  or  fecretly,  except^multitudes.  The  very 
gofpel  of  Chri/l^  that  was  defigned  to  eftablifli  univerfal  chari- 
ty, hath  been  dreadfully  perverted  to  deflroy  it;  and  the  doc- 
trine of  love  abufed,  to  excite  in  men  the  bittereft  hatred  to  e- 
very  perfuafion  but  their  own.  Nor  have  they,  who  profefs 
the  greatefl:  abhorrence  of  fuch  pradlices,  by  any  means  been 
free  from  a  very  ill-natured  zeal  againfl  religion,  while 
they  have  cenfured  moft  vehemently  that  kind  of  zeal 
for  it.  But  in  the  affairs  of  civil  and  common  life,  many, 
that  on  fome  occafioris  have  the  eafieft  and  mildeft.  tempers,  cri 
others,  preferve  no  temper  at  all.  .  iScmctimes  the  fpirit  of 
party  takes  fuch  poffeflion  of  very  well-meaning  men,  that  they 
abominate  one  half  of  the  world  round  them,  it  may  be  •  for 
they  do  not  well  know  what.  Sometimes  agaih  the  moft  hu- 
inane  creature  upon  earth  to  thofe  whom  he  happens  to  like, 
cntertiains  and  delights  them  with  the  keencft  fatirfe  and  ridi- 
cule on  fuch,  as  he  or  they  happen  to  diflike,  oi:  barely  to  con- 
iGder  with  indifference.  The  agreeablenefs  of  not  a  few,  who 
have  a  great  deal,  is  almoft  iritirely  laviflied  on  mere  common 
acquaintance:  » while  thofe  nearer  friends  at  home,  who  are  in- 
titled  to  the  largeft  fhare  of  their  good-humour  and  regard,  ex- 
perience continually  their  peevilHnefs  or  negleft.  And  on  the 
contrary,  others  are  fo  tenderly  and  immoderately  fond  of  one 
or  more  bofonl  favourites,  that  they  ^appland  themfelves,  and, 
lo  be  fiire,  are  applauded  by  thefe  at  leaft,  as  the  beft  and 
worthieft  of  mankind :  yet  will  flight  moft  contemptuoufly  all 
but  fuch  dear  friends ;  and  injure  moft  unmercifully  every  one 
clfe,  that  ftands  in  the  way  of  them :  nay  perhaps  too,  muft  as 
conftantly  have  fome  .perfons  to  hate  without  caufe,  as  others 
to  love  without  merit.  From  a  forefight  of  this  danger  it  pro- 
bably was,  that  our  bleifed  Saviour,  though  he  had  recommend- 
ed private  friendfliip  by  his  example,  enjoined  it  by  no  pre- 
cept; as  well  knowing,  that  a  proper  degree  of  general  good- 
will would  feldom  fail  to  unite  men  as  clofely,  as  was  requi- 
fite  for  their  own  benefit,  or  confiftent  with  that  of  others; 

But  ftill,  an  undiftinguifliing  good-nature  may  be  full  as  bad 
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as  a  partial  one.  Too  often  the  inconfiderate,  or  indolent,  give 
themfelves  up  a  prey  to  whoever  lays  hold  on  them.  Confi- 
dent forwardnefs  prevails  upon  fotne:  a  talent  for  entertain- 
ing and  diverting  them  takes  with  others,  abje^l  flattery  with  a 
third  fort,  and  little  officioufnefles,  well-chofen  and  well-timed, 
with  a  fourth.  By  fuch  as  excell  in  thefe  arts  only,  they  fuf- 
fer  their  whole  flock  of  beneficence  to  be  exhauHed :  and  never 
take  the  trouble  of  thinking,  how  very  niuch  better  it  might 
be  employed:  by  which  means  they  at  once  give  the  worthy 
the  uneafinefs  of  feeing  themfelves  overlooked,  and  raife  the  un- 
worthy to  a  capacity  of  doing  harm. 

Nay  indeed,  when  they  have  done  harm,  and  been  guilty  of 
pernicious  crimes,  there  is  a  falfe  tenderiiefs  in  many,  that 
makes  them  unwilling  to  have  paft  mifdemeanors  punilhed,  fa 
as  may  be  likely  to  prevent  future  ones.  They  have  no  com- 
pafSon  for  human  fociety,  and  nothing  but  compaflion  for  the 
difturbers  of  it.  To  fay  the  truth,  fome  will  fliew  a  kind  re- 
gard to  bad  charafters,  which  they  will  (hew  to  none  elfe :  and 
do  more  to  adSft  the  moft  profligate  wretches,  under  the  difficul- 
ties and  dangers  that  their  profligatenefs  hath  brought  them  in- 
to, without  either  defign  or  defire  of  reforming  them,  than  they 
would  to  fupply  the  moft  pitiable  neceflSties  of  an  innocent 
perfon  or  family.  Now  this  preferring  fuch  before  others,  in 
afts  of  beneficence,  is  love  of  wickednefs,  not  humanity.  Or^ 
if  there  be  fometimes  a  fort  of  what  is  called  good-nature  in  it^ 
it  is  a  falfe  fort;  and  one  that  approaches  very  near  to  being 
diredtly  vicious;  as  unqueftionably  fome difpofitions  arc,  ^vhic1^ 
in  common  fpeech  bear  this  excellent  name.  Such,  for  inftance, 
IS  the  yielding  flexiblenefs,  that  will  let  men  deny  nothing  tt> 
their  immoral  and  imprudent,  or  perhaps  artfnl  companions, 
whatever  pain  it'  gives  their  worth ieft  and  mou  refpe^lable 
friends.  "  Such  is  the  fuperficial  gaity,  that  firft  invites  and  de- 
ceives others  into  fin ;  then,  without  the  lead  concern,  aban- 
dons them  "to  ruin.  Such,  laftly,  is  the  thoughtlcfs  and  pro- 
fufe  generoGty,  that  often  tifurps  the  place  both  of  proper  cha- 
rity and  even  of  jufticc:  and,  by  prompting  men  to  do  at  fome 
times  immoderately  great  and  kind  things,  without  need  ;  redu- 
ces them' to  do,  at  others,  mean,  and  hard,  and  opprefllve 
things,  contrary  to  the  ftrongeft  obligations. 

Thefe  wrong  forts  of  good- nature  (and,  melancholy  as   the 
number  of  them  is,  there  are  ftill  more)  fhould  never  tempt  us 
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to  be  imreafonablj  fufplcious  of  others,  though  vigilant  cau- 
tion is  an  effential  part  of  wifdom :  but  thej  ought  furely  to 
put  us  on  a  careful  and  frequent  trial  of  our  own  hearts.  Is 
the  benevolence  of  temper  and  behaviour,  for  which  we  va- 
lue ourfelves,  and  expedl  the  world  to  value  us,  of  the  right 
ftamp?  Is  no  inftance  of  it  oftentation,  to  catch  applaufe;  or 
cunning,  to  cany  points  that  we  have  in  view?  Are  we  gpod 
to  thofe,.who  differ  from  us  in  their  way  of  thinking,  whofe 
reputation  eclipfes,  whofe  competition  oWlrucls  us,  whofe  in- 
terefl  with  others  is  fuperior  to  ours  ?  Are  we  ready  to  befriend 
unadorned  difaggreeable  merit ;  to  beftow  private  favours  on 
fuch  as  can  make  us  no  return ;  and  cxercife  bountifully,  when 
occafion  requires,  thofe  kinds  of  beneficence  to  which  we  are  o- 
therwife  leafl  addi<9;ed?  Doth  our  kindnefs  to  particular  per- 
fons  flow  from,  at  leafl  is  it  confiftent  with,  afincere  concern  for 
the  happinefs  of  all  mankind  ?  Are  we  truly  d.efirous  and  a^ive 
to  promote  their  fpiritual  and  eternal,  ^s  well  as  temporal  and 
prefent,  welfare?  And,  laflly,  are  the  demonilrations,  that  wc 
have  given  of  this  excellent  temper,  proportionable  to  the  de- 
gree of  it  whiph  God  conferr.ed  on  us  originally,  and  the  means 
we  have  had  of  improving  and  exercifing  it  fince?  For  from 
thofe,  who  have  enjoyed  a  greater  fhare  of  thefe,  a  greater  fliare 
of  ufefulnefs  in  their  refpedive  flations  is  as  much  to  be  expec- 
ed  as  a  more  plentiful  contribution  of  alms  from  the  riph. 

If  the  foregoing  queflions  can  be  well  anfwered,  then  our 
benevolence  is  a  genuine  moral  virtue.  But  ftill  there  are 
qualifications  of  unfpeakable  moment  wanting,  to  exalt  it  into 
that  Chriftian  grace,  which  the  fcriptures  call  Charity :  that 
we  place  at  the  head  of  all  our  motives  to  it,  the  love  and  fear 
of  God,  producing  a  defire  to  imitate  and  obey  him :  that  we 
humbly  plead  the  pardon,  obtaiijied  by  his  Son,  and  promifed 
in  his  gofpel,  for  the  many  imperfedions,  which  a  ferious  re- 
view will  always  difcover  in  our  beft  difpofitions  and  perform- 
ances :  that  we  earneflly  beg  the  needful  aid  of  his  Holy  Spirit, 
to  carry  us,  in  this  and  every  virtue,  beyond  the  poor  infuf?i- 
cient  lengths,  which  fallen  and  unafTifled  nature  can  go.  All 
this  God  hath  enjoined :  and  thofe  who  prefumptuoufly  or 
carelefsly  neglcS:  it,  he  will  not,  he  cannot,  accept ;  how  fair 
an  appearance  foever  they  make,  in  the  eyes  of  others,  or  their 
own. 

Having  thus  explained  the  notion  of  true  Chriflian  charity, 
©r  love  to  mankind,  I  proceed, 
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II.  To  ihew  the  value  and  advantages  of  it ;  firfl;  to  the 
warld  ift  general,  -then  to  the  charitable  themfelves.' 

The  importance  of  a  foetal  fpirit  to  the  happinefs  of  fociety, 
the  neceffity  of  mutual  friendlinefs  among  creatures  fo  mutual- 
ly dependent,'  of  compaffion  in  a  world  fo  full  of  mifery,  of  a 
mild  forgiving  temper  amidft  fo  much  frailty,  though tleffaefs, 
and  ignorance,  need  not  be  proved ;  and,  one  fliould  think,  can- 
not erfily  be  overlooked.  The  heavieft  and  bittereft  part  of 
the  fufferings  of  life  will  be  found,  I  believe,  on  inquiry,  to 
flow  from  want  of  good- will,  or  want  of  care  to  ihew  it :  and 
what  felicity  then  would  there  rife  from  mens  becoming  uni- 
verfally  reafonable,  humane,  and  courteous;  attentive  to  the 
interells  and  inclinations,  the  hopes  and  fears,  the  wants  and 
forrows,  one  of  another  ?  But,  not  to  amufe  ourfelves  with  the 
vain  expeftation  of  every  one  adling  thus,  let  each-^erfon  only 
think,  what  beneficial  eifeas,  to  thofc  about  him,  would  fol- 
low from  his  own  doing  it. 

Good-nature,  though  exprefled  but  in  the  flighteft  inter- 
courfes  of  life,  gives  pleafure,  and  encourages  right  behaviour 
fafficiently  to  make  if  worthy  of  being  looked  on,  even  in  this 
loweft  view,  as  a  duty  of  great  confequence.  Whatever  hath 
an  immediate  and  continual  influence  on  the  happinefs  of  o- 
thers,  be  it  in  ever  fo  trifling  inftances,  muft,  on  the  whole, 
have  a  much  greater  influence  than  we  are  apt  to  imagine. 
Even  the  lefler  demonftrations,  therefore,  of  obliging  conde- 
fcenfion  in  fuperiors,  of  refpeftfulnefs  and  deference  in  infe- 
riors, of  defire  to  pleafe,  and  willingnefs  to  be  pleafed,  a* 
mongft:  equals,  are  matters  highly  worth  regarding ;  waj'-s  in 
forae  or  other  of  which  we  can  every  one  of  us  be  good  to 
all  around  us  :  and  it  is  the  only  goodnefs  that  moll  of  them 
%vant  from  us. 

But  no  one  either  needs  or  ought  to  confine  the  proofs  of  his 
benevolence  to  fuch  narrow  bounds:  but,  without  feeking 
much  for  opportunities  of  excrcifing  it,  (an  employment,  how- 
ever, the  moll  rational  and  hondurable  of.  all  others)  will 
eafily  find  no  contemptible  ones  laid  in  his  way,  be  his  condi- 
tion in  the  world  almofl:  what  it*  will.  Thofe  of  diflinguiihed 
rank,  for  infl:ance,  do  the  moll  extenfive  and  importan:  fer- 
vice  to  their  fellow- creature 3,  while  they  recommend  the  prac- 
tice of  religion,  of  virtue,  of  prudence,  by  their  e^an^ple,  and 
iuforce  it  by  their  authority.  Perfons  engaged  in  a  life  of  bu- 
finefs,  have  confiderable  and  frequent  opportunities^  of  ihewing 
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valuable  kindnefs  to  numbers,  at  one  time  or  another,  in  their 
refpeftive  profcilions,  with  little  or  no  lofs  or  trouble  to  them- 
felves.  They,  whom  a  better  underftanding,  or  longer  expe- 
rience hath  made  abler  judges  of  any  branch  of  condu6t  than 
others,  what  opportunities  have  thej  of  directing  the  ignorant, 
warning  the  thoiightlcfs,  and  fetting  the  miftaken  right,  where, 
perhaps,  an  error  pediiled  in  may  be  fatal  to  them  for  ever? 
Efpecially  if  fiich  as  are  intitled  to  give  advice,  would  but 
ftudy  a  little,  firft  to  make  good  counfel  agreeable,  and  after- 
wards, if  there  be  occafion,  repentance  eafy,  by  receiving  of- 
fenders back  from  wrong  courfes  with  tendernefs,  and  endea- 
vouring to  fheltcr  them  from  cenfures,.  on  account  of  the  faults 
they  have  once  forfaken. 

But  above  moll  others,  they,  to  whom  God  hath  intrufted 
richep,  have  obvious  and  daily  opportunities  of  doing  good, 
by  extending  bounty  to  the  poor ;  under  which  name,  tho* 
all  ought  to  be  included,  v/hofe  circumftances  are  too  ilrait  for 
the  ftation  in  which  they  are  obliged  to  appear ;  yet  the  loweft 
part  of  tlie  world  hath  undoubtedly,  in  general,  by  much  the 
ftrongeft  title  to  the  benefit  of  that  denomination.  For  the 
diftreffes  of  thefo,  when  helplefs  through  age  or  infirmities, 
or  funk  under  the  burden  of  a  numerous  family  to  feed  and 
cloath,  are  heavy  to  a  degree,  of  which  they,  who  fee  nothing  . 
around  them  but  plenty  and  chearfulnefs,  ufually  think  little.  • 
And  yet  they  are  bound  to  think  often  and  ferioufly,  that  our 
Maker's  providence  hath  not  permitted  fo  great  inequalities 
of  condition  in  the  human  fpecies,  for  one  part  of  them  to 
languilh  in  roifery,  and  the  other  to  look  down  with  contempt 
upon  them.  God  accepteth  not  the  perfons  of  princes,  nor 
regardeth  the  rich  more  than  tl^e  poor  :  for  they  are  all  the 
\\3orh  of  his  hands  *.  And  his  gracious  intention  was,  that 
the  virtues  of  beneficence  on  one  hand,  and  gratitude  on  the 
other,  ftiould  be  exercifed,  and  the  joy,  both  of  doing  and  re- 
ceiving g  >cd,  be  felt  among (c  men.  We  are,  therefore,  none 
of  us  at  liberty,  either  to  withhold  our  due  proportion  out  of 
covetoufnefs,  or  to  difable  ourfelvcs  from  giving  it  by  ex- 
pcnces  of  other  kinds.  It  is  true,  indeed,  even  luxury,  by 
the  multitude;:  it  employs,  performs  in  part  the  work  of  cha- 
rity }  for  fo  the  wifdom  of  heaven  hath  ordered  things,  that 
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fuch  as  will  do  no  good  from  right  motives,  fliall  do  fome  by 
their  very  vices.  But  then  the  good  done  by  luxurious  ex- 
penfiveriefs  is  very  unequally  done  ;  and  to  fuch,  for  the  moft 
part,  as  need  and.deferve  it  leaft  ;  befides  that,  all  the  while, 
it  doth  infinite  harm  both  to  private  and  public  virtue  and 
happinefs.  Ufelefs  profeffions  are  increafed  and  enriched, 
while  the  more  neceflary  ones  are  left  deftitute  of  hands,  or 
cmpoverifhed  by  the  exorbitant  price  of  labour :  a  fuperfluous 
number,  well  able  to  work,  are  maintained  in  idlenefs,  and 
too  commonly  in  wi<:kedn^fs  alfo ;  while  true  objefts  of  com- 
paffion  are  left  to  the  fcanty  allowance  of  the  law.  Befides, 
other  evils,  abfolutely  infeparable  from  luxury,  would  greatly 
'Over- balance  the  above-mentioned  accidental  good  confcquen- 
ces  arifing  from  it,  were  they  much  more  confiderable  than 
they  are.  It  gives,  in  many  refpedls,  a  very  wrong  turn  to 
the  minds  of  the  great ;  and  excites  a  moft  pernicious  emula- 
tion of  their  follies  and  fins  in  thofe  below  them:  tempts 
both  to  fuch  behaviour,  and  entangles  both  in  fuch  difiiculties, 
as  have  every  where  proved  the  final  ruin  of  all  virtue  and  all 
happinefs  public  and  private.  But  were  it  to  do  no  harm  at 
all,  and  ever  fo  much  good  ;  yet  who,  that  indulges  him- 
felf  in  It,  can  ferioufly  fay  he  intended  that  good ;  intended 
any  thing  indeed,  but  the  gratification  of  his  own  vanity  and 
voluptuoufnefs  ?  Whereas,  enjoying  one  part  of  a  large  in- 
come, with  decent  moderation,  and  difpofing  of  the  other  in 
prudent  liberalities,  produces  good  every  way ;  may  better, 
both  here  and  to  eternity,  the  condi'"ion  of  thofe  who  partake 
of  fuc,h  bounty  ;  and  mull;  be  beneficial  in  the  high  eft  degree 
to  him,  who  beftows  it  from  a  fcnfe  of  duty :  which  is  the 
fecond  particular  wherein  the  value  of  true  charity  was  pro- 
pofed  to  be  fliewn. 

The  wife  Author  of  our  beings  hath  kindly  formed  us  all 
with  a  natural  tendemefs  towards  each  other:  which,  as  it 
gives  us  pain  on  the  feeing  or  hearing  of  the  miieries  of  our 
fellow- creatures,  unlefs  we  wicke-dly  harden  ourfelres  againft. 
them;  fo  it  rewards  us,  when  we  relieve  them,  with  the 
fweeteft  joy  that  we  are  capable  of  experiencing  :  a  joy  that 
neither  is  fucceeded  by  uneafy  refieftions,  like  many  others  ; 
ncr  vaniihcs.  quickly  info  nothing,  like  moft  others  :  but  which 
the  hearl:  dwells  upon  with  lafting  delight  and  humble  felf- 
approbation.  But  were  this  pleafure  much  lefs,  than  who* 
-      ?^  «vec 
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ever  habituates  himfelf  to  it  will  find  it  to  b^,  the  fame  good- 
jiefs  of  nature,  which  is  the  parent  of  charitable  beneficence, 
is  alfo  the  bell  qualification  for  enjoying  the  fatisf actions  and 
moderating  the  vexations  of  focial  life :  and  therefore  we  can- 
not do  a  more  prudent  thing,  than  to  flrengthen  it  by  exercife. 
Befides,  good- will  to  others  gives  us  the  fureft  claim,  that  any 
thing  c^n  give,  to  good-will  in  return ;  the  proofs  of  whicli 
we  may  eafily  come  to  want  on  many  occafions.  But  though 
the  world,  and  even  tliofe  perfons  in  it  whom  we  have  ferved, 
recompenfe  us  ever  fo  ill,  yet  not  the  fmalleft  kind  aftion, 
that  we  have  either  done  or  defigned  Iball  be  loft.  For  G04 
fees  them  all ;  and  will  be  proportionably  gracious,  not  only 
to  thq  virtues,  but  even  the  failings  of  thofe,  who  have  made 
it  their  faithful  care  to  fhew  the  mercy  which  they  hope  to  rq- 
peive. 

And  this  is  that  never- failing  motive  to  univerfal  benevo-r 
lence,  which  the  text  urges  :  h^ve  fervent  charity  among your^ 
Jclves  :  for  charity  f  jail  cover  the  multitude  xfjins.  Not  that 
either  the  outward  ads,  or  even  the  inw^ard  temper,  of  this 
one  virtue,  though  it  were  extended  to  all  our  fellow-xre?.- 
tures,  and  much  lefs  if  only  to  fome  fmall  part  of  them,  nor 
that  perhaps  the  moft  deferving,  fhall  excufe  the  wilful  and 
unrepented  hegleft,  either  of  due  reverence  to  God,^  or  moral 
government  pf  purfelyes  in  other .  refpefts.  But  feldcm,  in- 
deed, will  it  happen,  if  at  all,  that  the  profane  or  debauched, 
let  them  be  called  the  beft-natured  men  that  ever  were,  fliall 
do  near  fo  much  good  as  harm  in  the  woild,  were  the  whole 
confequences  of  their  behaviour  well  computed.  But  could 
this  be  ever  fo  much  ptherwife,  yet  to  honour  and  woilhip 
pur  Maker,  in  the  manner  which  he  hath  appointed,  is  ore 
pf  our^efiential  obligations,  and  to  obferve  the  rules  of  chaftity 
end  temperance,  decency,  and  order,  is  another.  Novy  v^hat 
|?/t;  are  bound  to  obferve,  we  cannot  pcfiibly  be  left  at  liberty 
to  break  through  cr  defpife.  And  therefore  he  not  deceived: 
Cod  is  not  mocked  *.  W  hoever  lives  in  the  known  and  in- 
dulgent tranfgreiTion  of  any  duty,  or  commiiEon  of  any  fin, 
whatever  excellencies  in  ether  points  he  may  feemingly  cr 
really  have,  fliall  not  enter  into  the  kingdom  of  Gcd.  Great 
promifes  are  made  to  other  fingle  virtues,   in  other  paiTagcs  cf 

fcripture, 
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fcripture,  as  well  as  to  chaiity  in  this.  And  the  meaning  is 
not,  that  we  may  get  to  heaven  by  any  one  good  quality  that 
we  pleafe:  for  furely  there  will  no  one  be  ioiind  io  brid  as  to 
have  none:  but  each  of  them  is  fuppofed,  though  pifclifed 
more  eminently  than  the  reft,  to  be  accompanied  by  tliem; 
not  feparated  from  them,  and  fet  up  againfl  them :  a  fupjx)fi- 
tion  made  with  ftill  more  reafon  in  tlie  prei'ent  cale,  than  any 
other  of  the  fame  kind:  becaufe  the  true  love  to  our  nciTh- 

o 

hour  not  only  comprehends  every  good  dil'iofition  towaids 
him,  but  flows  from  love  to  God,  and  failh  in  our  bkfled  Re- 
deemer, and  dutiful  regard  to  the  motions  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Indeed  all  thefe  united,  in  the  poor  degree  that  we  i^oflefs 
them,  can  by  no  means  merit  paidcti  for  cuv  failures  in  all ; 
but  only  qualify  us  for  obtaining  that  mercy  whicli  St.  Fcter^ 
in  the  beginning  of  this  epiille,  afcribcs  to  the  Jprinhlitig  of 
of  the  blood  of  Jefus  Cbrift  *.  And  nothing  kfs  than  a  pre- 
vailing habit  of  every  virtue  will  complete  our  qualification 
for  final  acceptance:  but  that  of  each  particular  one  iLall  con- 
tribute towards  it,  in  proportion 'to  its  value.  Arid  as  benefi- 
cence, practiced  in  its  whole  extent  on  right  principles,  is  of  . 
the  higheft  value,  the  text  very  properly  teaches,  and  was  de- 
figned  only  to  teach,  that  charity,  kindntfs  to  our  fellow-ciea- 
tnres,  praftifed  from  a  principle  of  confcience,  in  every  way 
that  we  have  opportunity,  (hall  contribute  in  a  diilinguiftied^ 
manner,  to  fit  us  for  receiving  forgivencfs  frcm  our  Creator, 
and  thus  fliall  co'ver  the  multitude  cf  ourjins  at  the  lail  day. 
Since,  therefore,  being  good  to  our  brethren  will  give  us  a  pe- 
culiar claim  to  the  goodnefs  of  our  heavenly  Father  :  who- 
ever is  fenfible  of  his  patl  cfl^erces,  let  him  take  this  way  eC- 
pecially  of  evidencing  his  repentance  ;  and  v;hoever  would  in- 
title  himfelf  after  death  to  the  nobleft  of  rewards,  let  him  fei\c 
pod  throughout  life  in  this  moft  excellent  of  all  daties. 

•  I  Pet.  i.  2. 
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^s  Vie  have  therefore  opportunity^  let  us  do  good  unto  all  men  ; 
efpe  daily  unto  them^  wh&  are  of  the  houfehold  of  faith. 

.  TjrrE  are  all  bom  with  a  natural  principle  of  love  to  our 
kind :  we  all  fee  and  feel  the  exercife  of  it  to  be  fit  and 
right :  and  the  continual  need  which  we  have,  of  the  fervice 
.and  friendfliip  of  others,  continually  reminds  us  to  be  fervice- 
able  and  friendly  in  our  turns.  Were  men  univerfally  fo,  the 
world  would  be  as  happy  as  our  endeavours  can  make  it. 
And  though  it  is  not  univerfally  fo,  but  far  otherwife ;  yet 
whoever  determines  to  praftife  this  duty  himfelf,  let  thole 
around  him  do  as  they  will,  is  fure  to  find  his  account  in  the 
.courfe  which  he  takes.  For  he  will  generally  acquire  a  large 
Itare  in  the  efteem,  and  good  ofiices  of  mankind ;  efpecially  of 
thofe  tvhom  he  values :  and  he  will  always  experience  a  de- 
lightful confcioufnefs  of  intending  well  to  them,  and  defer v- 
hig  well  from  them.  But  his  chief  advantage  beyortd  com- 
parifon  is,  that  if  his  kind  aftions  proceed  from  a  devout 
fenfe  of  God's  commanding  them ;  and  humble  truft  in  the 
aid  of  his  Holy  Spirit  for  performing  them ;  and  a  lively 
faith  in  the  merits  of  his  bleffed  Son  for  the  acceptance  of 
them  ;  he  will  then  be  intitled  to  the  prefent  protection '  and 
final  approbation  of  his  Maker  and  Judge  :  who  hath  declared, 
that  our  treatment  of  our  brethren  Ihall  be  a  principal  rule, 
by  which  he  will  go  in  his  treatment  of  us.  The  truth  of 
thefe  things  is  univerfally  acknowledged  :  the  inference,  that 
'we  are  moil  higlily  concerned  to  be  mutually  ufeful,  is  ex- 
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tremely  evident :  and  yet  of  how  very  little  life  are  moft  of 
us,  compared  with  what  we  might  be  ;  and  how  much  do  we 
lofe  and  falFer  by  our  negleft  ! 

The  caufes  of  fo  general  a  failure  undoubtedly  are  various. 
Reciprocal  provocations  and  refentments  are  both  a  powerful 
and  a  comrtion  one.  Another,  flill  more  extenfive,  is,  that 
wrong  judged  felfiftinefs,  which  poffclTes  men  with  fuch  a  blind 
eagemefs  for  their  own  intereft,  that  they  cannot  allow  them- 
felves  to  flay  and  think,  in  what  it  confills ;  and  thus  they 
fail  of  receiving,  as  well  as  communicating,  the  fatisfaftion, 
which  a  different  condufl:  would  produce.  But  belides  thijfe, 
others,  by  no  means  ill  difpofed  towards  their  fellow-crea- 
tures, contribute  much  lefs  to  their  benefit  and  comfort  than 
they  might,  either  from  not  obferving  how  frequently  occa- 
fions  for  it  prefent  thtmfelves,  or  from  not  diltinguifliing 
rightly  the  proper  objefts  of  their  humane  intentions.  And 
therefore  it  may  promote  confiderably  the  practice  of  this 
duty,  if  we  make  fome  reflexions,  as  the  ttxt  leads  us, 

I.  On  the  opportunities,  which  we  have,  of  doing  good. 

II.  On  the  choice  of  the  perfons,  to  whom  we  do  it. 

I.  The  opportunities.  Now  thefe  are  fo  man}'-,  of  one  fort 
or  another,  that  fome  have  underllood  the  apollle  to  fpeak 
here  of  our  whole  life,  as  one  continued  opportunity.  And 
therefore,  in  the  fentences  before  the  communion,  his  words 
are  tranfliited.  While  we  have  time,  let  us  do  good  unto  all 
men.  Life  is  the  time  allotted  for  this  purpofe.  It  muft  be 
for  fome  end,  that  we  are  placed  together  in  fociety  :  and  it 
could  not  be  for  a  worthier,  than  to  copy  and  perfe(S  in  our- 
felves  the  image  of  our  Maker,  by  cultivating  and  exerting  a 
benevolent  fpirit,  one  towards  another.  We  were  purpofely 
made  fo  neceflitous  and  mutually  dependent,  that  means  for 
the  exercife  of  mutual  goodnefs  might  never  be  wanting.  And 
indeed  fcarce  a  fingle  part  of  our  behaviour  is  of  fo  wholly  an 
indifferent  nature,  but  fome  of  thofe  about  us  will  be,  more 
or  lefs,  the  better  or  the  worfe  for  it. 

Confider,  what  unceafing  opportunities  there  are  of  afting 
agreeably  or  difagreeably,  even  in  the  flighteft  intercourfes  of 
human  life,  Oti^  fhall  be,  as  >  the  fon  of  Sirach  expreffes  it, 
Hie  a  lion  in  ^is  houfe  * :    terrible  to  all  who  approach  him,  ef- 
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pcciallj  at  times  ;  and  perhaps  for  no  manner  of  reafon ;  no 
good  one»  to  be  fure.  Another  ihall  be  cold  and  dry,  dark 
«nd  diflant :  and  perplex,  as  well  as  offend,  fuch  as  have  to  do 
with  him.  A  third/ by  the  habitual  or  unl'eafonable  melan- 
choly of  his  looks  and  cU&ourfe,  fliall  banifli  all  comfort  from 
the  place,  in  which  he  lives  or  appears.  How  vailly  prefera- 
ble to  this  unfoeiable  deportment  is  a  behaviour  of  conil^nt 
iiniverfal  humanity  ;  a  care  to  contribute,  on  every  common 
occafion,  to  the  peace  and  eafe  and  innocent  good  humour  of 
thofe,  with  whom  we  converfc  ! 

Poflibly  fuch  matters  may  be  thought  too  inconfiderable  to 
be  mentioned  in  this  place.  But  the  fcripture  hath  mentioned 
them.  Courteoufnefs  is  exprefsly  enjoined  th^e  *.  A  merry 
heart  doth  good  like  a  medicine-^.  And  indeed,  far  from  being 
fmall  things,  they  are  very  great  ones.  Many  have  fo  tender 
a  fenfibility  of  mind,  at  leaft  in  refpeft  of  thofe,  with  whom 
tlaey  are  nearly  united  by  nature  or  choice,  that  the  very  hap- 
pinefs  of  their  lives  depends  on  their  receiving  gentle  and  af- 
feftioaate  and  encouraging  treatment.  Again :  the  expe6tati- 
ons  of  many  concerning  their  moft  ferious  worldly  interefts  are 
likely  to  fucceed  or  fail,  juft  according  to  the  regard,  that  fuch 
or  fuch  a  perfon  hath  for  them :  and  therefore  every  mmute 
alteration  in  his  countenance  or  fpeech  to  them,  makes  a  con- 
fiderable  one  in  thcr'r  way  of  thinking  of  their  own  condition. 

Nay,  without  any  thing  fo  particular,  in  all  circumftances, 
unkind,  or  merely  negligent  behaviour  gives  men  pain,  and 
may  do  them  fuitber  prejudice :  while  on  the  other  hand, 
not  only  the  more  important  evidences  of  good  will  fiipport 
and  revive  the  fpirits,  but  the  (lighter  expreffions  of  it  have 
no  flight  elFecls  on  thofe,  to  whom  they  are  fiiewn.  We  com* 
monly  fet  about  greater  things  with  the  temper,  into  which 
little  ones  put  us.  And  therefore,  if  we  cpme  to  them  foured 
and  difgufted,  though  perhaps  it  be  owing  to  fomewhat  entire- 
ly unconnefted  with  them,  we  ihall  be  apt  to  judge  unfavour- 
ably, to  proceed  in  wiiat  lies  before  us  with  harfluicfs,  and  be 
very  different  creatures  from  fuch,  as  nothing  haih  chanted  to 
ruffle.  It  is  alfo  by  repeated  a^s,  that  habits  are  acquired  : 
and  therefore,  if  we  are  often  difcompofed,  though  it  be  about 
trifles,  the  ftate  of  our  minds  v/ill  be  gradually  formed  by  the 

impreffion 
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impreflioii^  wliicfe  thofc  trifles  make.  Befidcs^  great  opportu* 
fkities  of  eiercifing  hunianitj  fall,  comparativelj  feldom,  in 
oiir  way :  but  thefe  lower  demonftrations  of  friendlinefs  we 
Can  ail  give  cofltinuallj :  fo  that  were  each  of  them  fingljr  of 
much  leis  value  than  it  is,  yet  frequent  repetitions  of  them, 
like  a  multitude  of*  fmall  fums,  would  fwell  the  account  be- 
yond ithagination.  And  a  further  confideration  ftill  is,  that 
many  other  iriftances  of  kindnefs  only  provide  men  with  ma- 
ferial»  for  the  enjoyment  of  life ;  which  they  may  have  in 
plenty,  and  enjoy  it  fcarce  at  all  the  better :  whereas  amtcablef 
ftnd  obliging  denaeanor  adds  direftly  to  the  enjoyment  itfelf.  ^ 

'  Bat  I  proceed  now  to  our  feveral  opportunities  of  what  is 
fliore  ufually  calted  doing  Good:  though  indeed  there  would 
be  little  need  of  fpecifying  them,  if  men  would  but  attend  to 
tvhat  pafles  in  the  world,  with  the  view,  which  they  ought* 
Where  diftreffes  and  fufferings  are  fo  common,  the  occafions 
(rf  preventing,  of  removiiig,  or  alleviating  them,  can  feldom, 
if  ever,  be  far  from  us.  But  dur  attention,  for  the  moft  part 
is  paid.  Hot  to  thofc  who  want  it,  but  from  whdm  we  can: 
promife  ourfelves  the  moid  profitable  returns  fof  it#  As  to 
the  affiSed  and  helplefs,  if  we  do  not,  what  is  tdo  often  done, 
take  the  advantage  of  infulting  or  oppreffing  them,  at  leaft  we 
are  extremely  prone  to  avoid  and  flight  them  ;  though,  before 
theii*  nli<?fortunes^  they  had  perhaps  deceived  lAany  profeffion^ 
t)f  refpeft  and  fervice  from  us,  atid  poffibly  merited  them  by 
fervice  done  ifs.  Vet  we  can  matke  their  difficulties  the  enter- 
tainment of  our  idleft  converfatioii  with  perfeft  unconcern  : 
be  wondrous  xvife  and  happy  in  painting  out  and  aggravating 
fheii*  ill  conduS :  and  if  we  do  l>ut  drop  an  unmeaning  decla- 
ration of  being  forry  for  them  ;  or  gratify  our  fpleen  by  cen- 
furing  thofe,  whO'  are  more  immediately  bound  to  affift  them, 
and  yet  omit  it ;  then  We  think  we  have  difcharged  our  duty 
abundantly.  Nay,  even  when  the  care  of  them  belongs  to  us 
in  particular, '  we  Can  make  falfe  pleas  of  inability  ;  or  invent, 
or  however  improve,  little  fubjefts  of  refentment  againft  them, 
when  all  refentment,  how  well  grounded  foever,  Ihould  be  ut- 
terly forgotten,  and  loft  in  compaffioh. 

.  While  men  are  of  fuch  a  difpofition,  no  wonder  if  they  fee 
but  few  opportunities  of  doing  good.  Nothing  Can  make 
them*  vifible,  if  we  blind  ourfelves  purpofely.  But  let  there 
i£  firjl  a  toillifig  mind  *,  and  cafes  enough,  God  knows,  too 
Vol.  I  Q^  many 
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mauy,  will  prefent  thcmfelves,  and  call  aloud  for  affiftance* 
The  need  of  ftudy  wjll  be,  not  how  to  find  out  wants,  but 
how  to  fupply'thenv.  And  yet,  were  we,  befides  taking  notice 
of  what  forces  itfelf  upon  us,  to  fet.  apart  now  and  then,  a  little 
time  for  confidering  wherein  we  could  be  helpful  to  anj  a- 
tout  us ;  or  to  enquire^  if  no  occafion  offered  amongft  them, 
where  elfe  we  could  meet  with  fit  objefts  of  benevolence,  it 
would  furelj  b6  nothing  more,  than  the  condition,  of  human 
nature,  the  fympathy  of  man  with  man,  and  of  Chriftian  with 
Chriftian,  recommends  to  us  all. 

It  is  very  true,  moft  perfons  ought  to  fix  their  thoughts 
cjhiefly  on  their  own  bufiuefs  :  and  if  they  neglcd:  that  for  the 
fake  of  fervitig  others,  may  do  great  injuftice  to  thofe,  for 
V^hom  they  Qiould  be  principally  concerned,  and  foon  come  to 
•want  the  help,  which  they  go  out  of  their  way  to  give.  But 
ftill  there  are  many  difengaged  enough  from  private  cares,  to 
iriake  the  good  of  their  neighbours  their  principal  concern. 
And  God,  who  hath  given  them  leifure  for  it,  will  expeft  it 
from  them.  Nay,  indeed  fometimes  the  more  affairs  men 
have  upon  their  hands, ,  the  more  ability  they  have  on  that 
very  account  of  b^ing  ufeful  in  various  methods,  to  their  fel- 
low-creatures.  And  whoever  will  keep  the  defire  of  doing  good 
prefent  always  to  his  mind,  will  eafily  difcern  many  more  oppor- 
tunities for  it,  than  any  one  elfe  can  poflibly  point  out  to  him. 

It  may  however  be  expedient  <o  mention  fome  diflin6lly. 
But  the  particular  advantages  for  this  purpofc,  which  perfons 
of  high  rank,  magiltrates,  parents,  mailers,  teachers,  or  any  o- 
thers,  have  by  virtue  of  their  refpeclive  ilations,  though  defer- 
ring their  utmoft  regard,  are  too  many  for  me  to  enumerate 
no'^:  and  therefore  I  fhall  only  fet  before  you  fome  of  the 
means,  by  which,  independently  of  fucli  relations,  we  may  be 
ierviceable  to  each  other. 

They,  whom  greater  abilities,  orclofer  attention,  or  more  ex- 
perience, have  made  better  judges,  either  of  the  condud  of  life 
in  general,  or  of  fuch  and  fuch  affairs  in  it,  muft  frequently 
have  noble  opportunities  of  directing  the  ignorant^  and  fetting 
the  miftaken  fight;  of  preventing  the  dillrelTes  of  this  world, 
and  even  the  punifliments  of  the  ne:^t.  Advice  indeed,  is  too 
commonly  given  fo  as  to  produce  little,'  if  any,  defirable  efie£l: 
^t  improper  times,  in  a  haughty  and  provoking  manner,  per- 
haps wiUi  a  vifible  intention  of  only  Ihevying  our  authority,  or 
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fuperior  wifdom.  And  therefore  it  exafperatcs  and  harden^, 
inftead  of  convincing  and  reclaiming.  Nay,  it  may  be  feared* 
there  are  thofc,  who  had  rather  their  counfel  fhould  not  be  fol- 
lowed ;  that  they  may  triumph  in  publifliing  afterwards  the 
ill  confequences  of  difregarding  it.  But  they,  who  really  de|- 
fire  to  do  good  in  this  way,  and  will  apply  themfelves  with  any 
degree  of  that  care  to  prevail  with  others,  which  we  ufe  in 
bringing  them  over  to  ferve  our  own  private  interefts,  (and  in 
truth  doing  good  is  our  mod  important  interefl)  may  certain- 
ly difcover  many  fit  feafons  and  methods  of  recommending  pru- 
dence, virtue,  religion,  to  thofe  with  whom  they  converfe. 

Our  opinion  fometimes  is  direclly  and  finccrely  afked,  in  a 
point  of  confequence.  Then  it  is  barbarous  to  refufe  it :  and 
altnoft,  if  not  quite,  as  bad,  to  give  it  with  an  artful  referve, 
concealing  or  difguifmg  fomething  material.  But  if  men  do 
not  aik  us  ;  it  may  be  they  know  not,  whom  to  afk,  or  how  it 
would  be  taken,  or  have  not  the  courage,  or  poffibly  are  pro- 
ceeding wrong  without  fufpicion.  How  excellent  a  charitj 
now  muft  it  be,  in  any  fuch  cafe,  to  do  another  a  moft  effential 
piece  of  fervice  of  ones  own  accord !  Not  every  by-llander  in- 
deed, who  finds  himfelf  inclined  to  didate,  is  authorized  to  in- 
termeddle. But  real  well- wi fliers,  who  know  the  circumftan^ 
ces  of  an  affair,  and  may  have  weight,  ftiould  not  be  too  bacl». 
ward;  and  for  fear  of  lofing  their  labour,  or  poffibly  difplea- 
fing,  fuffer  another,  perhaps  a  friend,  to  fall  into  great  incon- 
veniences, which  fpcaking  a  few  words  might  have  prevent- 
ed, and  fecured  his  efteem  and  gratitude  ever  after..  -* 
Nay,  if  prudei^t  advice  is  not  followed  fo  focn,  or  fo  well  as 
might  be  wifhed,.  we  ought  not  immediately  to  give  up  any 
one,  either  in  anger  of  defpair.  Good  feni'e  will  eafily  per- 
ceive, when  there  is  no  room  left  for  hope;  aind  till  then,  good 
nature  will  try  on.  ^ 

But  indeed,  when  we  have  no  opportunity  of  giving  coun- 
fel to  any  particular  perfoi),  who  hath  taken  a  wrong  courfe, 
or  is  in  danger  of  it;  being  careful  to  fet  the  example  of  pious 
and  virtuous  and  difcreet  behaviour,  is  giving  the  beft  counfel 
filently  to  all  around  us.  And,  if  we  do  but  join  with  it  fit  e- 
vidences,  on  fit  occafions,  of  our  approving,  in  others,  inno- 
cence and  beneficence,  and  difliking  folly,  wickednefe,  and  im- 
piety, our  light  willfo  Jbine  before  men^  that  \Ye  may  juftly 
hope   fome  at  leaft  will  be  led  by  it  to  ^/or^  oiir  Father^ 
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which  is  in  heaven f^  and  become  happy  here  and  hereafter. 

A  fecond  very  valuable  and  very  amiable  fpecies  of  kindaefs 
is,  exprefling  concern  for  the  charaSers  of  thofe  yfho  are  unjui|- 
ly  attacked.  Every  one  muft  be  fenfible,  how  fadly  detrac- ' 
tion  and  calumny  prevail  in  the  world ;  how  many  things  utter- 
ly falfe  are  related,  and  how  currently  believed;  what  aggra^ 
vating  circumftances  are  added,  and  invidious  turns  given  to 
things  in  which  there  may  be  fome  truth,  quite  fuiEcient  to  al- 
ter the  nature  of  them ;  and  how  much,  not  only  of  vexation,, 
but  mifchief,  is  caufed,  both  by  the  malicious  and  the  wanton 
liberties,  taken  in  this  refpeft.  Here  then  opens  to  us  a  large 
field  of  performing  moft  ufeful  and  acceptable  fervices  one  to 
another;  which  muft,  in  the  end,  redound  alfb  to  our  own  qui- 
et and  fecurity;  by  fhewing  a  general  diftafte  of  flander^  and, 
where  we  can,  the  particular  ^eafons  for  dilbelieving  it.  For 
we  ought  no  more  to  let  the  reputation,  than  the  perfon,  of 
any  one  be  wounded,  if  we  can  prevent  fuch  cruelty.  But,  a- 
bove  all,  we  fljould  contradift  falfhoods,  when  we  are  known 
to  be  acquainted  with  the  truth :  elfe  we  fliall  be  underftood  to 
confirm  them.  Indeed,  oppofition  made  to  injurious  reports, 
by  fome  perfons  at  fome  times,  efpecially  of  epidemical  unrea- 
fonablenefs,  may  be  to  little  j)urpofer  But  then  it  is  the  pecu- 
liar duty  of  fuch  as  have  credit  and  influence,  to  ftop  the  pro- 
grefs  of  fuch  wickednefs :  not  to  let  it  go  on,  and  fecretly  re- 
joice in  it  becaufe  it  ferves  their  turn ;  but  honeflly  do  juftice 
to  their  keeneft  adverfaries ;  and  confider  enmity,  as  a  peculiar 
advantage  for  doing  it  effeftually :  becaufe  our  teftimony  in  their 
favour  will  be  fure  to  obtain  belief.  And  making  this  ufe  of 
our  fifuation  will  not  only  be  truly  chriflian,  af.d  fingularly  ge- 
nerous ;  but -the  likelicft  method,  either  of  putting  an  end  to 
the  diiFerence,  which  fliovild  al>^ays  be  our  firft  view,  or  of  con- 
tinuing it,  if  it  muft  continue,  with  great  honour  to  ourfelves. 

A  third  .way  of  being  Ufeful  is,  pajing  due  regard  to  the 
-worthy  and  able,  wherever  v-e  find  them  :,fliewing  countenance 
f?)  fuch,  inftead  of  thofe  who  defer\^e  or  want  it  not :  affifting 
them,  when  they  fet  out  with  lefs.  favourable  circumftsnces  of 
friends  or  fortune,  or  cannot  fubmit  to  the  ufual  arts  of  advan- 
cing themfelves,  and  are  puihed  back  by  the  forward  bcldnefs 
of  other  competitors.  Or,  if  we  are  not  able  to  ferve  them  our- 
felves, at  leaft  we  may  contribute  to  malcc  their  merit  known : 
particularly  tp  fuch  as  can  help  them,  and  perhays  uaay  be  glad 
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pf  tlwir  help:  fo  that  w^  may  do  a  jreat  kiadneft  to  hpjh  at 
once.  And  if  fuch  occafip^s  do  not  oScTj  it  maj  frequently  be 
worth  while  tp  beftpw  (oim  pain?  in  feaxph  of  them :  not  con« 
teAtioj  ourfelve9  with  wiibes  in  th^ir  behalf^  when  a  moderate 
decree  of  diligence  would  propure  them  what  we  wifli ;  nof 
counting  the  happiaefs  of  a  deferving  perfoo  fo  foiall  a  matter, 
and  our  own  troubjb,  fo  very  great  a  one,  as  to  make  a  diffi- 
cult of  tajcing  a  few  ftepd,  that  we^  {hpuld  not  have  chofen  elfc, 
when  it  may  promote  fo  defirable  an  end. 

Thefe,  and  others  that  might  be  mentioned,  are  unexpenfive 
ways  of  doing  good }  which  generally  will  enlarge,  not  reftrain, 
pur  capacity  of  doing  more.  But  the  moll  ufual  notion  of 
this  duty  is  communicating  pf  our  plenty  to  fupply  the  necef- 
fiiies  of  our  poor  brethren.  And  wealth  may  often  be  expend- 
ed to  the  great  benefit  of  others,  yet  at  the  fame  time,  with  no 
mighty  Ipfs,  if  not  a  profpe&  of  gain,  to  ourfelves.  For  a?  the 
feeil  method  of  relieving  thi?  able  poor  is  employing  them  ;  fo 
there  are  naany,  who,  if  they  would  contrive  for  it,  might  em- 
ploy them  to  their  own  profit ;  as  others  might  in  fiich  works. 
Its  would  he  conveniences,  oruameuts,  and  rational  amufemcnts. 
Aad  fo  far  as  helping  them  to  live  comfortably  is  the  real  mo- 
tive to  thefe  things,  they  are  ajl  real  charities. 

But  fuppofing  that  we  have  no  other  way  o{  doing  good  by  lay- 
ing out  moaey,  than  what  in  ftrianefs  of  fpcech  is  called  alms ; 
beftqwiijg  without  expeftation  of  any  return  from  the  receiv- 
ers ;  there  are  vtry  few,  but  can  give  in  this  manner,  now  and 
then,  enough  to  be  a  moft  welcome  relief  to  one  or  another  of. 
the  wretched  objeSs  every  where  to  be  found.  And  many 
more  than  do,  can  afford  frequent  and  large  liberalities  of  va- 
rious kinds.  Now  thefe  greatly  miftake,  if  they  imagine,  that 
the  duty  of  beneficence  out  of  their  worldly  fubftance  is  fufll- 
ciently  difcharged  by  fome  fmall  and  almoft  infignificant  diftri- 
butions  to  the  loweft  part  of  the  poor.  As  the  providence  of 
God  hath  placed  different  perfons  in  different  ftations,  what- 
ever is  truly  requifite  (for  I  fpeak  not  of  fuch  imaginary  wants 
as  vanity,  and  fancy  frame,  but  whatever  is  jreally  needful)  to 
fupport  men  decently  in  the  rank  which  propriety  obliges 
them  to  maintain,  is  nearly  as  neceffary  to  them  as  meaner 
accommodations  are  to  others.  And  if  they  have  much  lefs, 
their  difficulties  a,nd  ftraits  may  be  extremely  pitiable  ;  which 
is  one  thing  that  merits  the  careful  attention  of  the  rich ;  efpe- 
cially  with  regard  to  theiy  relations,  friends  and  dependants. 
.  ^  »ut 
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But  indeed  we  fliould  all  attend  to  every  thing,  from  whence 
a  claim  upon  us,  either  of  mercy  or  of  bounty  can  arife. 

Many  perhaps  have  not  fufficient  knowledge  of  particular 
perfons  in  diftrefs  to  bellow  amongft  them  fo  much  as  they 
ought  to  beftow  in  charity.  But  it  is  eafy  for  them  to.  find 
thofe  who  have.  And  if  they  are  unwilling,  though  it  muft 
be  without  reafon,  to  trouble,  or  even  to  truft  fuch ;  thert  are 
public  charities  of  Various  kinds,  in  any  of  which,  both  the 
i^malleft  and  the  largeft  fums  may  be  undoubtedly  well  employed. 
^  It  is  true,  extending  our  bounty  fo  wide  may  cramp  our 
other  expences  :  and  pofSbly  fo  much  the  better.  It  may  pre- 
vent or  leffen  the  increafe  of  our  fortunes :  but  that  may  well 
happen,  without  the  leaft  harm  done  us.  What  we  have  no 
occafion  for,  and  probably  never  fliall,  can  be  of  no  value  to 
us.  And  therefore,  as  it  is  impoffible  that  men  fhould  for  ever 
have  occafion  to  lay  up  ftill  more  for  their  families,  there  muft 
be  multitudes,  to  whom  parting  with  what  will  make  many 
of  their  fellow-creatures  laftingly  happy,  is  in  effefl:  parting 
with  nothing.  But  where  it  is  fomethinjg,  and  even  much, 
furely  the  confideration  for  which  we  part  with  it,  the  good  of 
one  or  more  of  our  brethren,  is  a  very  juft  and  weighty  one : 
bcfides  that  our  own  good  is  moft  deeply  concerned  in  it,  as  I 
hope  you  have  feen.  Indeed,  had  we  no  other  inducements  tp 
afts  of  charity,  it  would  be  advifeable  to  do  frequently  fuch  as 
are  adapted  to  our  abilities,  were  it  only  to  prevent  the  love  of 
money  from  fixing  and  growing  upon  us,  and  to  mortify  that 
wretched  craving  for  more,  by  withdrawing  from  it  part  of  its 
food. 

But  all  motives  of  worldly  prudence  in  favour  of  any  kind 
of  beneficence,  are  infinitely  weaker  than  thofe  by  which  reli- 
gion invites  us  to  everjr  kind :  the  love,  the  example,  the  com- 
mand of  our  Maker  and  Redeemer ;  enforced  by  the  aflurance, 
that  we  are  then  employing  moft  wifely  our  thoughts,  our 
time,  and  our  property,  when  they  are  fpent  in  the  moft  judi- 
cious endeavours  that  we  can  ufe,  to  ferve  and  benefit  any  part 
of  mankind ;  and  are  then  moft  efFeftually  fecuring  our  own 
in te  reft  for  ever,  when  we  fliew  the  moft  affeftionate  and  ex- 
tenfive  concern  for  the  interefts  of  thofe  around  us,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  importance  of  each,  jis  we  have  therefore  opper^ 
tunityy  let  us  do  good  unto  all  men.  And  let  us  not  he  weary 
in  well-doing :  for  in  duefeafon  wefhallreap^  if  we  faint  not  *. 

•Gal.  VI.  5. 
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Js  we  have  therefore  opportunity,  let  us  do  good  unto  all  men  : 
efpecially  unto  them,  wh0  are  of  the  boufebold  of  faith. 

TN  dlfcouriing  on  thefe  words,  I  have  already  fliewn,  what 
various  opportunities  we  have  of  promoting  the  happinefs, 
and  preventing,  removing,  or  alleviating  the  afflidions  of  our 
fdlow-creatures  :  by  the  good  nature  and  courtefy  of  our  com* 
mon  behaviour  to  them  ;  by  information  and  counfel  occafion- 
dly  given  them ;  by  a  due  concern  for  their  charaSers  and  re- 
putations ;  by  our  countenance,  favour,  and  intercfl: ;  and,  if 
their  condition  require  it,  by  affifting  them  with  ou]r  fubftance 
al'fo. 

I  proceed  therefore  at  prefent,   as  I  originally  propofcd,  to 
fliew  you 
II.  Who  are  the  proper  objefts  of  our  kindnefs. 
Now  concerning  this,  the  only  general  rule  undoubtedly  is 
that  of  the  text :  Let  us  do  good  unto  all  men.     He  who  hath 
created  us  in  his  own  image  *,  is  loving  unto  every  man;  and  his 
mercy  is  over  all  his  wd^is  f .     He  maketh  his  fun  to  rife  on  the 
evil  and  on  the  goody  and  fendeth  rain  on  the  jujl  and  on  the  un^ 
juJlX.     We  ought  therefore' to  approve  ourfelves  the  children 
of  the  Highefly  by  being  merciful,  as  our  Father  alfo  is  merci- 
ful \'\  and,  whatever  ftation  the  wifdom  of  his  providence  hath 
allotted  us,  fill  up  the  fphere  of  our  influence,  be  it  greater  or 
lefs,  with  aas  of  kindnefs.     The  afFeftion  of  benevolence  was 

planted 
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planted  in  us,  and  the  exercife  of  it  enjoined  us,  not  for  the 
advantage  of  fome  few  particulars,  but  of  all  human  kind :  and 
whoever  is  capable  6f  being  the  better  for  us,  ought  to  be  the 
better,  if  we  can  make  him  fo,  without  neglefting  others,  who 
have  ftronger  claims  upon  us. 

In  many  caCfes  which  I  hate  tfieflti^ned  td  you,  doing  the 
Inoft  important  fervice  to  one  perfon  will  not  at  all  diminifh 
our  ability  of  doing  as  great  to  othefs.  Communicating  of 
our  property  indeed  will :  and  itere  t*^e  are  not  to  underftand 
our  Saviour's  precept,  Give  to  ei>ery  man  that  ajketb  of  thee  *i 
in  the  utmoil  eitent  of  the  wordsf  any  more  than  feveral  other 
of  his  precepts.  Giving  to  every  on^  thus,  Unlefs  it  were  fo 
little  as  to*  be  of  no  ufe,  would  foon  difable  us  from  giving  to 
any  one ;  indeed  from  fupporfihg  ouf felves.  And  therefore  hifi 
meaning,  muft  be  only  i!^'3tt  no  perfon  fhould  be  excluded  \  ei- 
ther out  of  fclfiflbnefo,  T^ftkrh  \&  a  ttmastm  fatflt,  Of  otrt  of  ma- 
Hgnity,  as  the  Samaritan  woman  at  firft  would  have  excluded 
him  for  being  a  ^ew  f ,  and  as  inany  of  die  ^^HJas  excluded'  the 
Heathens  fOT  being  idolaters  :  but  that  we  fliould  extend  ouf 
Ireneftcence  to  afl  of  aft  forts,  on  propef  occaflons,  as  far  as  caa 
be  reafonably  expfe^ied. 

Supptofe  therefoi*^.  ah  entirer  ftranget  to  apply  for  our  cha* 
tity :  if  xh^  law  prov^rdes  a  mdtTiod',  as  in'  this  nation  it  doth, 
by  which  the  truth  of  Ms  coffiplaint  may  be  exarfxined,  and 
belief*  gi*anl!ed  him,  in  cafe  it  pfoves  to  be  tru6  ;  difeftrng  and 
referring  him  to  that,  will,  ordinarily  fpeaking,  be  fniEcient  5 
and  doing  nfiore  wilt  enCoti'rage  idTe  vagrants  and  cheats.  But 
if  the  legal  provifioa  doth  not  reach  to  his  cafe  ;  or  ff  tte  offi- 
cers intrufted  with  it  are  fo  hard-hearted  as  to  fejeft  him } 
(wliich  isr  too  frequent  j)  and  we  have  means  to  find  out,  and 
Idfure  to^  inquire,  whether  he  wants  help^  and  have  caufe  ta^ 
think  he  doth,  and  are  able  to  give  it  hfm  j  it  is  relafiori  e- 
nough  to  uj,  that  he  is  of  the  fame  nature  with  us  j  and  rc- 
commeildation  enough,  however  unacquainted  with  him  we 
were  before,  that  his  neceiHties  have  brought  him  to  our  ac- 
quaintance now*  .  ' 

Suppofe  farther,  that  fuch  a  One  is  of  a  different  party,  a' 
different  country,  a  different  religion  from  our  own  ;  thele 
things  ought  to  be  no  bar  in  the  leaft  to  any  needful  good  of- 
fices 
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,fices  from  us  :  and  we  fhall  do  the  more  honour  to  the  party, 
the  country,  the  religion,  of  which  we  are,  the  more  tender^ 
compaffion  we  flieyr  him. 

Farther  ftill:  let  perfons  have  done  us  injuries;  let  thofe 
injuries  be  as  great  as  we  think  them,  though  they  fcldom  or 
never  are  in  reality  :  yet*  they  remain  human  creatures,  which 
alone  requires  of  us  humanity  towards  them  ;  and  we  have 
perhaps  alfo  injured  them ;  at  lead  in  other  inftances  we  have 
offended  both  God  and  man  ;  and^  ought  to  forgive,  as  we  hope 
to  be  forgiven. 

,  If  indeed  any  unneceffary  kindnefs  will  certainly,  or  in  all 
likelihood^  j^roduee  harm  upon  the  whole  j  whatever  •appear- 
ance of  good  nature,  friendfliip,  generofity,  it  may  wear ;  we 
muil  remember  ix  is  a  falfe  appearance,  and  abflahi  from  it  as 
immoral.  But  otherwife  the  rule  is,  to  do  fervice  gladly  to 
every  one  of  our  fellow-creatures. 

Not  that  we  are  bound  to  do  them  equal  fervice.  Their 
titles  to  it  mdy  be  very  unequal :  and  where  there  is  a  differ- 
ence, we  ouglit  to  make  one.  Nor,  be  that  of  any  one  ever 
ib  ftrong,  fliould  we  fo  exhauft  ourfelves  upon  any  Angle  ob- 
jeft,  .as  to  leave  nothing  for  others,  which  in  the  common 
coarfc  of  things  muft  fall  in  our  way,  and  may  deferve  at  leaft 
as  much  notice.  But  then;  on  the  other  hand,  we  muift  not 
rejeft  thofe,  who  need  alSftance  now,  under  pretence  of  referv- 
ing  ourfelves  for  worthier  petitioners  hereafter ;  be  always 
waiting  for  a  fitter  Qccafion  than  the  prefent,  and  perhaps  ne- 
ver find  it ;  an  artifice,  which,  it  may  be  feared,  fomo  have 
employed.  Indeed,  evafions  are  eafily  invented,  in  this  whole 
matter  of  doing  good,  by  thofe  who  feek  for  them.  And  allj 
that  the  teachers  Qf  religion  have  in  their  power  towards  pre- 
venting it,  is,  firft  to  remind  men,  that  every  one's  true  in- 
tereft  confifts,  not  in  fencing  againft  his  duty,  and  getting 
rid  of  it,  but  in  learning  and  performing  it ;  then  to  ftate  the 
grounds,  which  different  forts  ctf  claimants  have  to  look  for  kind- 
ncffes  from  them:,  and  fo. leave  it,,  both  to  the  benevolent  and 
the  felfifli,  to  fliew  what  they  are,  and  take  the  confequences. 
.  The  firft  and  ^ufually  ftrongeft  claim,  is  proxiinity  of  kin- 
dred. They  who  are  nearly  related  to  us,  belong  immediiate- 
}y  to  pur  care.  Others  have  a  care  of  the  fame  kind,  incum- 
bent on  thcni.  And  the  good  of  the  whole  i§  beft  fecured  by 
the  due  attention  of  every  one  to  his  own  part.     Accordingly 
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God  hath  interwoven,  in  our  nature  powerful  inftinQs,  which 
admonifli  us  continually  of  this  obligation  :  and  yet  hath  ad- 
moniihecf  us  of  it  again  by  exprefs  words  of  fcripture.  If 
any  provide  not  for  his  own,  and  fpecially  for  thqfe  of  his  own 
houfey  he  hath  denied  thefaith\  and  is  worfe  than  an  infidel  *. 
But  then  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  providing  plainly  appears 
from  the  context,  and  from  the  ufe  of  the  word  in  other  pla- 
ces, to  mean  in  this,  not,  laying  up  for  them  without  end  ftill 
more  and  more,  which  is  often  no  duty  at  all  ^  but,  maintain- 
ing them  properly  out  of  what  we  have,  which  is  always  an 
important  duty.  And  even,  where  both  thefe  things  are 
needful,  both  may  be  done ;  and  much  room  left,  in  large 
fortunes  efpecJially,  for  afts  of  beneficence  to  others-  But 
here  now  is  one  inftance,  how  eafy  it  is  to  make  plaufible  ex- 
cufes  for  negle&ing  plain  precepts.  What  plea  can  look  fair- 
er, than  making  provifion  for  thofe  who  are  upited  to  us  by 
blood  or  affinity  ?  And  who  can  fix  the  bounds  of  that  provi- 
fion for  another  perfon's  family  ?  Yet  bounds  there  are,  be- 
yond which  we  cannot  really  increafe  their  bappinefs  j  nay, 
teyond  which  we  ought  not  to  confult  their  interefts.  The 
duty  of  taking  care  to  put  them  in  good  circumftances  is  but 
one  of  many,  concerning  the  difpofal  of  our  income :  and  if  it 
be  carried  farther,  than  is  fairly  confiftent  with  the  reft,  great 
wickednefs  may  be  committed  under  colour  of  it,  and  often 
hath  beeUi^ 

Another  ground  of  preference  in  doing,  good  is  friendihip: 
which  indeed  we  are  not  bound  to  contraft  with  any  one:  but 
when  it  is  cQUtrafted,  (and  we  find  our  Saviour  himfelf  had 
his  beloved  difciple)  the  ties  of  it  are  by  no  means  to  be  dif- 
regarded.  Friendflrip,  when  ftrift^  comprehends  a  tacit  agree- 
ment and  covenant  between  thofe  who  enter  into  it  to  look 
upon  the  concerns  of  each  other  in  a  great  meafure  as  their 
own.  Mere  intimacy  of  acquaintance  is  a  lower  fort  of  friend- 
fliip.  Cultivating  both  forts  by  mutual  kind  offices  contri- 
butes very  much  to  the  enjoyment  of  life :  and  may  contri- 
bute to  the  improvement  of  each  party  in  knowledge  and 
goodnefs,  as  well  as  to  the*  advancement  of  their  worldly  pro- 
fperity.  Others,  it  muft  be  fuppofed,  have  their  own  friends 
zealous  for  theili ;  and  we  are  to  have  a  proper  zeal  for  ours. 
Not.  but  that  one,  who  was  unknown  to  us  before,  may  often^ 
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if  his  merit  or  want  be  confiderably  greater,  juftly  expefl:, 
Ihat  we  fliould  give  him  the  preference.'  And  it  is  no  lefs 
blameal^le,  than  common,  to  ppompte  the  interefts  of  thofe« 
with  whom  we  are  connefled,  beyond  reafonablc  bounds :  raif- 
ing  them  to  ilations,  perhaps  of  confequence,  for  which  they 
are  not  qualified ;,  and  depreffing,  for  that  end,  others,  who 
have  pretenfions  far  better  founded.  Such  friendfliips  are 
plain  confederacies  againft  equity  and  public  good.  And  if 
this  be  true,  even  in  the  cafe  of  real  ^nd  well-chofen  friends, 
much  more  ftrongly  doth  it  hold  in  that  of  mere  favourites, 
whom  \^e  have  adopted  from  arbitrary  fancy,  or  liking  to 
their  obfequious  behaviour.  For  indeed  worthy  charafters 
will  feldom  condefcend  to  the  meaneffes  requifite  for  gaining 
and  preferving  immoderate  degrees  of  fbndnefs.  But  were 
that  otherwife,  private  partialities  ought  never  to  take  placfe 
of  reafon  and  juftice.  When  they  do,  it  is  falfe  good  natmre, 
«ndgrofs  iniquity. 

A  third  title  to  peculiar  regard,  is  that  which  perfons  ac- 
quire by  having  done  us  favours-  We  are  in  ftricbnefs  the 
debtors  of  thofe  to  whom  we  have  obligations  :  and  fliould  al- 
ways be  contriving  to  make  as  prompt  payment,  with  as  large 
intereft,  as  poffible.  It  is  perhaps  one  of  the  heavieft.  difcou^ 
ragements  to  ufeful  and  kind  anions  and  undertakings,  that 
a  fuitable  return  for  them  is  fo  feldom  made.  The  hopes  of 
gratitude  prompt  even  the  felfifh  to  many  obliging  deeds,  of 
which  they  would  not  otherwife  have  thoughts  And  the  ex- 
^rcife  of  gratitude  propagates  and  multiplies  i\ew  kindnelTe* 
continually.  We  fliould  therefore  treafure  it  in  our  memories, 
that  if  the  inequality  of  other  circumftances  be  not  very  con^ 
iiderable,  we  are  always  to  do  gjood,  where  we  have  received 
it.  Yet  ftill,  when  there  would  be  any  fliocking  impropriety 
in  this,  we  muft  excufe  ourfelves  for  the  pyefent,  and  mak^ 
the  fpeedieft  and  fulleft  amends,  that  we  cau,  fome  other,  way. 

But  befides  thofe,  who  have  ^  right  to  the  efpecial  notice  of 
fome,  there  are  others  peculiarly  intitled  to  the  compaffion  of 
all. 

And  the  firft  rank  of  thefe  confifts  of  fuch,  as  the  fcripture 
calls,  in  a  fpiritual  fenfe,  wretched  and  miferahle^  and  poor 
and  blind  and  naked  * :  who  are  wholly  or  nearly  deflitute  o£ 
f hrifUan^  faith  and  hope,   and  ignorant   of  the   indifpeufibl^ 
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rules  of  life,.  Multitudes  there  are  of  fuch,  eveu  in  this  en- 
lightened nation :  and  multitudes  more,  who  can  fcarce  help 
knowing  their  duty,  live  in  almoft  a  total  difregard  to  it^ 
Now  their  cafe  is  the  fadder,  as  it  gives  little  concern  to  the 
generality  of  other  perfons,  ^nd  perhaps  none  at  all  to  them- 
felvcs.  .  Yet  their  feet  go  dowti  to  deaths  their  Jieps  take  hold 
on  hell*.  Therefore,  as  parents  are  chiefly  bound  to  fee,  that 
there  be  none  fuch  amongft  their  children';  matters  and  mif- 
trefles,  to  look  after  them  in  their  families,  and  minifters  in 
their  pariflies  ;  fo  all  people  are  bound  in  proportion  to  think, 
what  they  can  do  likewife  towards  caujing  the  glorious  light  ojf 
the  gojpel  tojhittt  into  the  hearts  of  men  f . 

Of  temporal  claims  to  the  kindnefs  of  all  without  diftinc^ 
tion,  the  principal  conftant  one  is  undoubtedly  that  of  pover* 
iji  efpecially  when  ficknefs  or  lofles  happen,  or  work  is 
fcarce,  or  feafons  rigorous,  or  provifions  dear,  and  naany 
mouths  to  be  filled.  They  indeed  who  prefer  an  idle  and  va- 
gabond life  6f  beggary  before  honeft  labour,  ought  not  to  be 
encouraged  in  it  by  relief,  but  abandoned  to  the  wretchednefs^ 
which  they  chufe.  The  law  of  God  paffefi  fentence  on  them. 
If  any  one  will  not  work^  neither  let  him  eatX:  and  the  law  of 
the  land  correSs  them  juftly  for  the  needlefs  weight,  which 
they  hang  upon  fociety.  Nay,  fuch  as  cannot  now  labour, 
if  they  have  brought  themfeiyes  ihtp  ftraits  by  debauchery, 
negligence  or  extravagance,  though  they  muft  have  fome,  yet 
it  fhould  be  a  fparing  maintenance;  unlefs  deep  repentance 
plead  in  their  favour.  Btit  the  diftreffes  of  thofe,  who  are 
brought  low  without  their  own  fault,  and  have  llriven  to  fup^ 
port  themfelves  as  long  as  they  could,  fliould  be  alleviated 
with  the  tendereft  pity.  Efpecially,  if  they  be  friendlefs,  as 
well  as  helplefs,  this  makes  the  height  of  a  compaflionable 
cafe.  A  man  in  this  fituation  may  nominally  have  many 
ind  able  friends  ;  yet  if  they  will  take  no  competent  care  of 
him,  he  is  to  be  confidered  as  really  having  none :  and  their 
neglefting  him  is  far  from  being  a  reafon,  why  others  flionld 
do  likewife. 

We  may  indeed  alledge,  to  excufe  our 'parfimony  towards 

the  poor,  that  we  are  afraid  of  imjoftiir^s,  and  of  throwing 

'away  our  charity.     But  then  why  will  we  not,   where  there 

is  any  likelihood  of  truth,  make  inquiry?  Believing  every  one, 
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to  be  fure,  is  feeding  the  unworthy  with  what  the  deferving  ' 
ought  to  have.  But  refolvmg  to  diibelieve  every  one  is  % 
mean  contrivance  to  fpare  our  money,  which  both  God  and 
man  will  fee  through.  Very  poffibly,  after  our  beft  care,  wc 
may  fometinies  be  deceived.  But  the  more  danger  there  is 
that  many  of  our  endeavours  to  do  good  may  fail,  the  more 
care  we  ought  to  ufe,  that  fome  part  however  may  fucceed: 
imitating  the  wifdom  of  the  hufbandman,  who  commits  to 
the  earth  perhaps  more  than  double  of  the  com  that  he  ex- 
peds  to  bear  fruit  5  and  obferving,  that  under  a  fimilar  image, 
the  fcripture  hath  exprefsly  given  this  very  injunftion.  In 
the  morning  fovj  thy  fee d^  and  in  the  evening  withhold  not  thins 
hand :  for  thou  knowejl  not^  whether  Jhall  profper  either  this 
or  that ;  or  whether  they  both  fhall  he  aliie  good*.  But  one 
thing  we  certainly  know,  that  all  attempts,  directed  by  our 
beft  judgment  to  the  benefit  of  others,  wiU  at  leaft  benefit  our- 
felves.  For  they  will  improve  in  us  by  exercife  a  merciful 
difpofition ;  and  recommend  us  to  his  approbation,  who  gra^ 
cioufly  accepts  the  will  for  the  deed. 

Every  way  of  doing  good  hath  fome  advantage,  peculiar  to 
itfelf :  but  relieving  the  diftreffed  poor  hath  many  confidetablc 
ones,  Uneafinefs  is  much  more  ftronger  felt,  than  fatisfac- 
tion:  and  therefore  taking  away  pain  is  making  a  greater 
change  for  the  better,  than  adding  pleafure.  *  Befides,  there 
Is  oftener  room  for  it :  and  it  is  commonly  fooner  done,  and 
at  lefs  expencc.  Bellowing  what  would  fcarce  make  one  in 
itioderately  good  circumftances  happier  at  all,  would  give 
comfort  and  joy  to  great  numbers  of  the  indigent.  And  fur- 
ther ftill,  the  fufferings  of  the  poor  are  true  and  real :  the 
wants  of  others  are  frequently  imaginary,  and  on  feveral  ac- 
counts unfit  to  be  fupplied. 

'  Bat  thfiugh  poverty,  I  mean  when  joined  with  fobriety  and 
induftry,  hath  the  ftrongeft  title  to  our  regard ;  yet  the  two . 
latter  alone,  though  accompanied  with  no  diftrcfs,  greatly  me- 
rit countenance  and  favour.  Frugality  and  diligence  in  a  law- 
ful calling  are  hopeful  marks  of  an  honeft  mind.  And  it 
would  be  very  hard,  that  they,  who  do  their  beft,^  fliould  for 
want  of  encouragement,  fail  to  thrive  and  rife  :  efpecially  con- 
fidering,  that,  while  they  labour  for  themfelves,  they  labour 
fcr  the  public  too* 
i  Thefc 
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Thefe  good  qualities  are  jct  more  deferring  of  notice  when 
they  are  adorned  bj  knowledge  and  ikill.  For  not  only  every 
thing  valuable  ought  to  have  its  value  properly  acknowledg- 
ed ;  but  prefering  perfons  of  lefs  abilities  to  others  of  greater, 
may  occafion  many  to  fuffer  by  their  ignorance  :  and  it  diflieart- 
€ns.  men  from  attempts  of  excelling,  to  which  they  fliould  aU 
ways  be  excited. 

But  the  higheft  fort  of  merit,  beyond  comparifon,  is  thajj 
which  the  apoftle  Angles  out  in  the  text,  to  recommend  by  the 
cxpreffion  of  the  houfehold  of  faith.  All  good  Chrifti^ns, 
being  through  the  grace  of  God  conformed  to  his  likenefs,  and 
adopted  by  him  to  be  heirs  of  falvation,  are  therefore,  when 
taken  feparately,  called  the  children  of  their  heavenly  Father  5 
when  jointly,  his  family  or  houfehold.  And  there  being  no 
admittance  into  this  family,  or  continuance  in  it,  but  by  fuch  a 
belief  of  religion,  as  produces  an  uniform  praftice  of  it,  there-, 
fore  it  is  called  the  houfehold  of  faith, 

-  And  one  reafon  for  direfting  the  primitive  Chriftians  to  do 
good,  efpecially  to  their  brethren  in  the  faith,  probably  was, 
bccaufe  the  generality  of  them  were  of  the  poorer  fort,  and 
yet  were  leaft  likely  to  meet  with  affiftance  from  others :  their 
heathen  neighbpurs  being  offended  by  the  Angularity  of  their 
notions,  and  condemned  by  the  ftridlnefs  of  their  lives:  on' 
which  account  it  was  very  needful,  that  the  rich  members  of 
their  own  communion  flxould  confider  them  in  the  firft  place. 

But  another  main  reafon  doubtlefs  was,  that  Chriftians  weire, 
what  the  defign  of  chriftianity  is  to  make  them,  more  religious 
9nd  virtuous  than  other  men,  and  therefore  bound  to  treat  on©, 
another  as  being  fo.  They  were  to  prefer  a  fellow-^believer  in 
thcjir  benefadions,  not  only  for  belonging  to  the  fame  body, 
but  becaufe  the  righteous  is  more  excellent  than  his  neighbour  *. 
And  this  points  put  a  way  for  us  alfo,  though  the  houfehold  of 
faithf  in  outward  profeffion  and  appearance,  is  of  equal  extent 
with  our  country,  to.  obferve  however  the  fpirit  and  intent 
of  the  apoftle's  precept,  by  making  it  one  great  rule  of  all  our 
charities,  to  be  moft  liberal  to  the  trueft  Chriftians ;  that  is» 
the  moft  pious  and  virtuous  and  honeft  perfons.  In  this  fenfe 
his  diredion  is  fo  extremely  reafonable  and  important,  that  the 
heathen  Emperor  'Julian^  writing,  300  years  after,  to  the  hea- 
then high  prieft  of  thefe  very  Galatians^  to  whom  this  epiftl<| 
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is  written,  could  not  forbear  inferting  At  in  words  fo  nearly  the 
fame,  that  there  can  be  no  doubt  from  whom  the  thought  was 
borrowed.  Let  us  therefore j  faith  he,  communicate  of  our  fuh^ 
fiance  to  all  men^  hut  more  freely  to  thofe  of  good  minds  *.  And 
certainly  nothing  can  be  more  judicious  f-  Every  kind  of  dif- 
tindion  ought  to  have  a  proportionable  regard  ihewri  it:  and 
therefore  the  higheft  and  mod  honourable  ought  to  have  thie 
greateft.  The  private  prudence  of  ading  thus,  though  a  fel- 
fifli  reafon,  deferves  mention:  that  whoever  affifts  a  worthy 
perfon,  may  be  fure  to  have  the  favour  gratefully  received ; 
and  as  far  as  poillble,  repaid ;  whereas  on  others  there  is  no  de- 
pendance.  When  thou  wilt  do  good,  faith  the  fon  of  Siracb^ 
how  to  whom  thou  doejlit:  So  Jbalt  thou  he  thanked  for  thy 
benefits.  Do  good  to  the  godly  man,  and  thou  Jhalt  find  a  recom- 
pence :  and  if  not  from  him^  yet  from  the  Mojl  HighX*  For  Godi 
^ho,  to  fpeak  in  the  language  of  St.  Paul,  is  thefaviour,  the 
preferver  and  benefaftor,  of  all  men,  but  efpecially  ofthqfethat 
helieve  §,  expefts  us  to  imitate  him,  not  only  in  the  univerfality , 
of  his  beneficence,  but  in  the  peculiar  notice,  which  he  takes 
of  the  fitted  objedls  of  it.  And  accordingly  we  find,  that  this 
vras  the  deliberate  folemn  refolution  of  the  pfalmift.  O  my 
foul,  hou  haflfaid  unto  the  Lord,  thou  art  my  God.  My  good^ 
nefs  extendeth  not  to  thee:  but  to  the  faints  that  are  in  the 
earth ;  even  to  thofe,  who  excel  in  virtue  ;  in  whom  is  all  my 
delight^. 

It  is  one  of  the  oldeft  complaints  in  the  world,  that  no  faffi- 
cient  difference  is  made  between  the  good  and  bad  in  the  dif- 
tribution  of  happinefs.  And  though  it  belongs  only  to  the 
great  judge  of  all  to  remedy  this  evil  completely,  as  he  will  at- 
the  laft  day,  yet  we  fhould  every  one  contribute  our  utmoft  to 

lefien 

•  KotfU9t>TfO¥  «w»  Tfl»»  .^pftju-ATCiv  ctiro.o'iv  afBfarotC  aWx  Torc  fitf  trttmicnv 
t\tv^tptUTt ^09'  rote  St  a.^apot(  x,  tyivwo'iv,  otov  t-raQxto-ati  m  ^qh  a.  p  29*^. 
Ed.  Spanh,  Though  tnuxieri  may  fecm  oppofed  to  aTo^m^^  and  there-* 
fore  to  fignify  what  fome times  honejii  doth  in  Lath,  and  the  better- 
fort  in  Englf/h;  yet  I  find  not,  that  it  hath  that  fenfe.  And  Jtilian^  a  lit- 
tie  before,  faith  we  muft  not  negleft  rue  invurxi,  awae  n  oraiv  ^  tar<^<v«^ 
Tmf  Tu;^<i,(r«  To»  r^oxov.  And  Ar/Ji.  Rhet.  1.  I .  c  2-  §  3-  ufes  txitixns  iot 
*  good  man,  and  tiruixux  fpr  a  worthy  charai^lej:. 

t  Donabit  (fapiens)  aut  bonis,  aut  eis  quos  facere  potent  bonos.  Dona- 
bit  cum  fummo  cocfilio,  dtgniiEmos  eligens.  Sen.  de  vita  beat.  ^  2^ 
vbere,  and  c  ^4-  fee  morCt 
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kfleQ  it  in  the  mean  time.  Not  onlj  the  intercft  of  religion 
requires  it  of  us^  but  that  of  mankind ;  who  will  always  be 
Hiiferable  in  proportion  as  they  are  wicked :  and  it  is  encourag- 
ing wickednefs,  not  to  encourage  virtue.  This  negleft,  in 
thofe  who  have  power  and  influence,  produces  unfpeakable 
mifchief:  and- in  all  ranks  downwards,  it  niuft  be  of  far  great- 
er confequence,  than  is  generally  apprehended,  t©  lay  hold  on 
every  opportimity  of  fhewing,  that  we  refpefl:  and  will  befriend 
■worthy  characters,  and  think  no  obligation  fuperior  to  that  of 
fupporting  piety  and  morals  in  this  manner. 

Thus  I  have  gone  through  the  chief  claims,  that  can  be 
made  to  our  regard  in  doing  good.  The  more  of  them  unite 
in  one  perfon,  the  ftronger  his  plea  becomes :  and  if,  at  any 
time,  being  divided  between  feveral,  they  make  the  rule  of  our 
condudl  feem  dubious ;  let  us  only  take  care  to  prefer\'e  an  im- 
partial defire  of  afting  rightly,  and  we  fliall  make  few,  if  any^ 
miftakes  of  great  importance.  7he  integrity  of  the  upright 
Jhall  guide  them  :  and  the  right eoufnefs  of  the  perfeEt  Jhall  direB 
his  way  *.  Moft  of  our  diiRculties  about  the  beft  forts,  and 
fitteft  objefts,  and  requifite  proportions  of  beneficence,  arife,  it 
may  be  feared,  not  fo  often  from  real  ignorance  or  doubt,  as 
from  unwillingnefs.  Let  us  all  therefore  endeavour  firft  to 
conquer  that,  by  reflecting  ferioufly  on  the  many  and  ilrong 
motives,  that  urge  us  to  do  good  and  to  communicate-^:  let  us 
form  our  jninds,  with  the  moft  affiduous  care,  to  a  tqjnper  of 
univerfal  benevolence  and  love,  not  to  be  exercifed  new  and  then 
only,  on  extraordinary  and  diflant  occafions,  bvit  to  animate  the 
whole  of  our  behaviour  to  each  other.  To  the  exaifteft  vigi- 
lance over  ourfelves,  let  us  join  our  molt  ardent  prayers  to  Godi 
that  his  Holy  Spirit,  for  the  fake  of  his  bleffed  Son,  may  quick- 
en, rellrain,  direCt  us ;  and  then  let  us  chearfuUy  go  on  our 
Tiray :  where  the  cafe  is  plain,  follow  the  dictates  of  an  honeft 
heart  without  hefitation;  where  it  feems  perplexed,  judge  as 
xvell  as  we  can,  without  fcruple  of  terror.  For  we  ferve  a  moft 
gracious  mailer :  and  fo  long  as  we  ferve  him  with  a  fincerely 
right  intention,  we  fliall  probably  feldom  err  from  our  duty,* 
and  certainly  never  fail  of  our  reward. 

•  ^rov.  xi.  3,  5'  t  Heb.  xiii.  l6. 
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The  Duties  of  the  YoUNOi 


Tit.  ii.  6* 
Young  men  tikewife  exhort  to  be  fober-mlriaed* 

YNstRUCTiNG  men  to  remember  their  Creator  in  the  days  of 
their  youth  *,  is  lajilig  in  their  hearts  the  only  foundatioii 
of  every  thing  good  and  happy:  but  the  work  is  far  from  be- 
ing compleated^  when  the  foundation  is  laid.  Not  only  the 
f  eneral  duties  of  life  are  to  be  built  upon  it ;  but  the  particu^ 
lat  duties  of  every  one's  condition  in  life :  for  thefe  of  all  o^ 
thers,  we  are  moft  concerned,  and  yet  often  leaft  willing^ 
to  know  and  attend  to.  They  fliould  therefore  be  drawn 
out,  and  laid  befoPe  us  as  minutely  as  they  well  can: 
and  each  be  called  upon  to  ftudy  thofe  more  cfpecially,  which 
he  Is  more  efpccially  obliged  to  praSife.  Now  as  the  feveral 
tempers,  ranks,  and  employments  of  men,  and  the  feveral  re^ 
htions  they  ftand  in  to  each  other,  fo  their  feveral  ages  alfoj  lay 
thetn  under  peculiar  obligations:  for  which  reafon  St.  P^^^^* 
and  St.  yohn  in  their  epiftles  addrefs  themfclves  to  younget 
perfons,  and  to  elder  fcparately ;  and  St.  Paul  in  this  epiftle  d?- 
reds  Titus  to  do  the  fame  thing.  But  though  both  have  much 
need  of  admonition,  yet  the  young  plainly  need  it  moft  5  as  they 
arejuft  entering  into  the  World,  with  little  knowledge,  lef^  ex- 
perience, and  yet  fcarcety  ever  any  diftruft ;  with  lively  fpirit« 
and  warm  paffions  to  miflead  them,  and  time  to  go  a  great  way 
Wrong,  if  they  do  not  go  right.  In  the  fpring-feafon  of  life,  efj^ 
pecially  as  it  advances  towards  fummer.  Whatever  the  foil  pro- 
duceSj  (and  the  human  heart  is  fruitful  of  evil)  flioots  out  fo 
fail,  that  a  few  days  negleft  of  weeding  and  pruning,  occafions 
a  vifible  alteration  for  the  worfe.  And  therefore  the  utmofl 
Vol.  L  S  ^  care 
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care  fliould  be  taken  then,  to  keep  all  in  good  order,  by  the 
Continual  exetcife  of  nhdX  fobriety  of  mind j  that  confiderate  felf- 
govemment,  which  the  apoftle  prefcribes  indeed  to  every  one, 
but  which  they  who  principally  want  it,  ought  to  underftand 
as  principally  prefcribcd  to  them.  It  is  true,  in  this  verie  he 
mentions  only  young  men :  but  in  the  preceding  he  had  given 
the  fame  rule  for  young  women:  and  accordingly  I  fliallfpeak 
to  both,  without  diflinclion,  in  two  difcourfes  on  this  fubjed. 

I.  Tbe  firft  and  chief  thing,  in  which  young  people  are  con- 
cerned to  fhew  fobriety  of  mind,  is  moderating  their  natural 
fondncfs  for  pleafure  ;  and  the  two  forts  of  plcafure,  from 
which  they  are  in  danger,  are  fenfual  gratifications,  and  gay 
amufements. 

As  to  the  former,  St-  Paul  hath  direded  xhdX  fornication  and 
all  uncle annefs  he  not  once  nc^med  among Ji  *  Cbrifiians.  And 
the  lefs  they  are  named,  even  to  caution  againfl  them,  the  bet- 
ter :  provided  it  be  well  undeiftood  and  confidered,  that  they 
not  only  fill  the  livcb  of  thofe  who  are  guilty  of  them,  and  of 
others,  with  a  variety  of  temporal  fufferings,  too  commonly 
experienced  ;  but  fatally  indifpofe  them  to  the  love  of  God  and 
virtue,  a,nd  difqualify  them  for  the  fpiritual  happinefs  of  the 
world  to  come.  Therefore,  dearly  belovedy  I  befeech  you^  oi 
Jlrangers  and  pilgrims^  whofe  chief  intereft  lies  not  here,  but 
in  another  (late,  ahjlain  from  fiijhly  lujisy  which  war  againjl 
the  foul  \k  All  ranks,  both  fexes,  how  llrangely  foever  multi- 
tudes of  one  fccm  to  forget  it,  are  equally  bound  by  this  re- 
ftraiut :  bound  to  avoid  every  thing  likely  to .  mifguide  their 
conduiSl,  or  to  inflame  their  defires ;  and  to  employ  their 
thoughts  fo  confl^ntly  en  what  is  good  or  lawful,  as^  to  ex- 
clude from  them  what  is  bad.  For  by  fuch  care,  early  taken, 
the  prefervation  of  their  innocence  w^ill  be  eafy  :  which,  for 
want  of  It,  is  falfly  imagined  impoffible.  Thus  then,  to  fpcak 
vx  the  words  of  our  apollle.  Let  every  one  know  how  to  pojpfs 
his  veJTel  iri^anclijication  and  honour ^  not  in  the  lufl  of  concu" 
pifcence^  even  as  the  GentiUs^  which  know  not  God  f.  And  to 
that  end,  Let  every  one,  as  Solomon  advifes,  keep  his  heart 
with  all  diligence  :  for  out  ff  it  are  the  iffues  of  life  §. 

Together  with  the  fins  of  this  kind,  thofe  of  intepiperancc 

in 
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in  drinking,  or  even  eating,  which  are  clof.^jr  connefted  with 
them,  ought  to  be  carefully  fhunned,  as  peculiarly  oppofite  to 
the  character  of  foher -minded^  by  ycung  people  ;  who  of  all 
others  have  the  leaft  need  of  fuch  indulgences,  and  are  the 
moft  hurt  by  them ;  fubjedetl  to  painful  and  dangerous  dif- 
eafes ;  oxpofed  to  early  diftrefs  in  their  circumftances  ;  and  be- 
fides,  for  the  moil  part,  either  funk  into  ftupidity  and  infigni- 
ficance,  or  raifed  into  wildnefs  and  madnefs,  frequently  follow- 
ed by  proportionable  deje6lion  and  melancholy.'  Therefore, 
inflead  of  fuch  excefs,  they  muft,  as  St.  "Paul  farther  direds, 
hip  under  the  body  and  bnng^t  into  fuhjeB ion  *  ;  not  by  hurt- 
ful or  fanciful  aulterities,  but  by  rational  felf-denial :  remem- 
bering, that  even  in  common  exercifes  and  contells  of  llrength 
and  adivity,  every  man^  that  Jlriveth  for  the  majlery^  is  tern- 
ptrate  in  all  things.  Now  they  do  it  to  obtain  a  corruptible 
crown,  but  we  an  incorruptible  j-.  This  and  every  paffage  of 
fcrlpture,  which  admonifhes  to  Jlee  youthful  lujls  J,  they  muft 
irequtntly  read  and  recollecl  and  pray  over,  as  the  moft  power- 
ful means  to  fecur6,  and  if  they  fall,  to  recover  themfelves. 
For  wherewithal  Jhall  a  young  man  cleanfe  his  way  /  even  by 
ruling  himfelf  after  thy  word  }. 

The  otlier  fort  of  pleafures,  cfpecially  dangerous  to  young 
people,  are  gay  amufements.  Undoubtedly  cheerfulnefs  is  as 
i/inoceht,  as  it  is  amiable  :  it  may  and  fiiould  be  exprefled  by 
tbofe  that  have  it,  and  allowed  and  encouraged  by  thofe  who 
have  it  not :  for  it  both  gives  delight,  and  doth  good.  The 
difpofition  to  it  was  unqueftionably  planted  in  us  by  our  Ma- 
ker, with  intent  that  it  ihould  be  gratified :  and  youth  is  plain- 
ly the  natural  fcafon  for  it.  But  ftill,  all  this  by  no  means  ex- 
empts it  from  difcipline  and  government.  Suppofe  a  conftitu- 
tlon  or  a  temper  by  nature  warm  and  cholerick  fliould  be 
induftrioufly  or  negligently  farther  heated,  inftead  of  being 
watched  and  moderated,  what  would  be  the  confequence  ?  Sup- 
pofe that  gravity  and  warinefs,  which  is  as  natural  to  old  age 
as  gaiety  to  youth,  fliould  for  that  reafon  be  carried  on  to  its 
utmolt  extent ;  plainly  that  would  be  wrong  ;  furely  then  the 
contrary  extreme  is  equally  wrong.  And  indeed  if  we  confi- 
der  the  make  and  circumllances  of  man,  we  ftiall  foon  difcover 
many  motives  for  keeping  a  ftrid  hand  upon  our  inclinations 
to  all  the  fevcral  things  which  I  have  juft  mentioned,' 
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Love  of  pleafure  Is  undeniablj  one  part  of  our  nature  :  but 
lenfe  of  duty,  and  concern  for  lafting  happinefs,  arq  as  evident 
and  much  more  important  parts  :  yet  we  muft  often  trample 
pppn  theCe,  if  we  always  follow  tha^  Immoderate  defires  of 
prefent  gratification,  if  we  fuffer  them  to  be  conftantly  folicit- 
ing  us>  will  frequently  prevail  when  they  ought  not ;  and  hur- 
j:y  us  qn  fiiddenly,  or  intlce  us  gradually,  to  fuch  lengths  aa 
we  never  intended  j  poffibly  till  pur  heart  is  totally  corrupted, 
and  the  care  of  our  eonduft  intirely  thrown  afide.  Witnefs 
the  many  examples  of  difpofitions,  that  once  pr-omifed  better 
things,  betrayed  by  indulgences  merely  ^ndifcreet  at  firfi,  into 
grofs  vices,  and  fometimes  open  diffolutenefs.  Now  what 
ruins  or  impairs  our  virtue,  is  in  proportion  prejudicial  to  our 
happinefs  ;  even  that  prefent  happinefs,  which  the  votaries  of 
pleafure  are  purfuing.  Not  only  reafon  proves  this,  if  they 
would  condescend  to  be  reafoned  with,  but  daily  experience, 
How  many  have  we  all  of  us  feen  or  heard  of,  who  fetjting  out 
with  nothing  worfe  than  a  thoughtlefs  paflioii  for  diverfion  and 
(Entertainment,  have  grieyoufly,  nay  perhaps  irrecoverably,  in- 
jured, in  a  few  years,  fome  their  healths  or  fortunes,  others- 
their  charafters  and  peace  of  mind  ;  and  treafured  up  for  the 
remainder  of  their  days,  pain  and  want,  ren^prfe  and  fhame,  it 
may  be  artfully  palliate4,  but  feverely  felt  I  Think  then  ^ 
while,  you  that  are  ypuiig,  and  have  pity  on  yourfelves.  Shall- 
all  this  firm  and  vigorous  ilrength,  thi$  affluence  of  circum- 
ilances,  this  eafe  of  heart  and  opennefs  of  face,  this  delightful 
profpe£l  of  being  efteemed  and  happy  through  the  whole  of 
life  ;  fiiall  it,  merely  for  want  of  a  little  felf-reftraint,  be  caft 
away  in  the  very  entrance  upon  life,  and  exchanged  for  guilt 
and  mifery,  to  abide  with  you  during  the  reft  of  it  ?  For  thefe 
are  the  natural  fruits  of  fuch  negleft  :  and  it  i§  the  weakeft 
vanity,  to  hope  that  ypu  Ihall  efcape  better  than  others,  unlefs 
you' keep  fafe  upon  firm  ground. 

Or  fuppofe  you  come  off  ever  fo  much  better  than  you 'had 
caufe  to  exped :  ftill  making  pleafure  your  main  bufinefs  muft 
hinder  you,  firft  from  preparing  for,  then  from  attending  to, 
the  proper  employments  of  your  ftatlpn  ;  by  which  alone  you 
muft  be  great  fufferers,  and  probably  others  befidcs  you.  But 
farther  ^  indulging,  and,  by  indulgence,  aclding  force  to  defires  - 
pf  this  kind,  fpoils  and  vitiates  the  inward  frame,  juft  as  feed- 
ing tQQ  freely  on  meats  of  high  rjelifli  doth  the  bodiily  appetite. 

Commcn 
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Common  food  qaickly  becomes  infipid :'  and  in  a  little^  time 
we  are  furfeited  of  what  pkafed  us  moft.  Then  fellow  ficklj 
lootings  for  we  (carce  know  what :  and  tlie  conclufiou  is  ab- 
|u>rriag  and  nauCeating  every  thing.  So  k  is  wkh  the  mind. 
TUej  who  nai^ft  always  have  fotnewhat  extrenaely  di:licIous 
t&  fill  i^p  their  hours,  rejed:  as  flat  and  talUlefs  a  mamber  0% 
thiags,  with  which  others  are  very  well  e»tcrtained.  What 
they  thexafelves  were  entertained  M'ith  ooee,  after  a  while 
grows  cloying  ;  and  as  the  world  is  not  formed  to  alTord  ex- 
Qttifite  Bovekies  frequently,  they  have  miferable  intervals  of 
eager  wifking  for  delight,,  which  if  thej^  feena  now  and  then 
to  obtain,  tfbeir  fatisfa£tio&  in  them  very  foon  deadens  away  to 
nothing.  And  thus  they  waile  their  days  ii>  the  aiTcililation  of 
Jvoaderit^l  felicity,  b^  in  tbe  real  fuflfering  of  i»oft  wearifome 
fatiety  and  liiUei£ie&.  Hunian  nature  i&  not  fitted  to  fupport 
a  perpetual  flmler  of  jollity  and  mirth  :  Which,  like  fpirituous 
liquors,  may  appear  at  the  inftant  to  ralfe  and  enliven  thofc 
ivho  ufe  them  ;  but,  gcnerdly  ffeaking,  will  foon  wear  tliem 
0iU,  and  fink  tbem  down  into  a  deploi'able  ilate  of  laaguoi'  and 
kwnefs ;  from  which  at  length  the  moft  pernicious  augmen*. 
tation  of  the  dofe  will  fcarce  afford  them  a  moment's  relief. 

ifherefoie  be  perfuaded  to  look  forward  a  little,  and  attend 
toconfequences.  Let  the  love  of  pleafure  importune  yoa  ever 
fo  ilrongly  -,  ftill,  how  delightful  ibevcr  the  draught  is,  to  fwal- 
low  it  can  never  be  all,  tbat  a.  thirfty  perfon  hath  to  confider. 
It  muft  be  a  much  more  material  q.ueftion,  whether  no  mif- 
chief  will  enfue,  Miftake  not  the  beginning  of  life  for  the 
whole.  Providence  in  great  wifdom  hath  furnilhed  every  pe- 
riod of  it  wuh  proper  fatisfa^lions  of  its  own,  and  proper  em- 
ploytnents'  for  the  fervic-e  of  the  next.  Youth-  is  to  prepare 
us  for  the  comfortable  enjoyment  of  manhood:  manhood  for 
that  of  old  agje  :  each-  part  of  our  exifteiice  on  earth  for  the 
bleffednefs  of  heaven.  Second  the  intention,  puilue  the  direc- 
tion of  your  gracious  Maker  5  and  be  allured' you  will  never 
find  your  account  ia  contradicling  it.  You  relilh  only  fuch 
aiidvifch  things  at  prefent ;  but  prpvide  for  tlie  feelings  you 
^511  have  hereafter;  and,  like  thofe  who  are  to  tx^vel  through 
(liiTerent  climates^  lay  in  for  them  a-U,  what  the  kiiowing  and 
prudent  advife.  S'uppofe  in  your  childhood  you  had  done  wliat- 
ever. was  then  agreeable  to  you,  and  nothing  elfe  :  how  fad  a 
figure  muft  your  youth  have  made  !  \Vhy,  juft  as  contemptir 
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Me  and  wretched  will  your  riper  age  be,  if  you  follow  that 
rule  now. 

Or  could  you  efcape  all  inconveniences  here  from  fuch  be- 
haviour ;  yet,  as  you  cannot  think  this  even  a  moral,  much 
lefs  a  religious  manner  of  life,  you  may  be  fure  it  mull  end 
ill  hereafter.  You  were  created,  not  merely  td  pleafe  your- 
felves,  but  to  ferve  your  fellow-creatures,  and  honour  your 
Maker.  You  have  faculties  given  you  for  thefe  purpofes  : 
you  are  to  account  for  the  ufe  of  them.  They  are  become  by 
the  fall  of  our  firft  parents  weak  and  infufficient :  you  have 
ufed  them  ill ;  and  m*de  our  condition  yet  worfe.  A  method 
of  pardon  and  recovery  is  offered  to  you  ;  but  offered  on  terms 
of  deep  repentance,  humble  faith  in  a  Redeemer,  diligent  care 
to  preferve  yourfelves  from  fin,  to  improve  yourfelves  in 
goodnefs  :  eternal  rewards  are  promifed  to  fuch  as  thus  becbme 
qualified  for  them ;  eternal  punifliments  are  threatened  to 
thofe,  who  are  lovers  of  plcafures  more  than  lovers  of  God  *• 
Tliink  well  of  this:  and  run  mad  after  them  if  you  can. 
Rejoice t  0  young  man  in  thy  youth ^  and  walk  in  the  ways  of 
thy  hearty  and  in  the  fight  of  thine  eyes  :  but  know  thou^  that 
for  all  thefe  things  God  will  bring  thee  into  judgment  f .  Solo-' 
mon  doth  not  forbid  here  all  ufe  of  worldly  gratifications,  but 
all  fuch  ufe  as  we  cannot  anfwer  for. 

Therefore  allow  yourfelves  in  fit  inftances  of  pleafure,  at 
fit  feafons,  to  a  fit  degree  j  and  enjoy  them  with  a  merry  heart: 
but  never  let  the  thought  of  living  to  pleafure  get  the  leaft 
^offeffion  of  3'ou.  Be  induftrious  to  check  fo  abfurd  and  de- 
ft ru(^l:ive  an  imagination,  by  diligent  application  to  fome  pro- 
per bufincfs,  and  fixing  a  frequent  return  of  hours  devoted  to 
retired  and  ferious  recolle6lion.  The  mere  compofure  and 
quiet  of  them  will  hz  no  fmall  advantage  to  you:  but  you 
will  find  it  a  much  greater,  to  ftop  from  time  to  time,  and  fee 
whereabouts  you  are ;  to  cpnfider  whether  you  are  fallen  into 
no  wrong  courfe;  whether  you  make  any  progrefs  in  the 
right ;  whether  any  danger  be  near,  whether  you  are  taking 
the  bell  method  to  avoid  it.  No  joy  on  earth  can  exceed  that 
of  anfwering  thefe  queftions  well.  And  if  any  thing  be  other- 
wife  than  well,  knowing  it,  is  the  only  way  to  mend  it,  and 
tliat,  the  only  way  to  inward  peace ;  of  which  our  grapious 
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God  and  Father  is  willing  that  they,  who  have  moft  offended 
him,  fliould  on  their  fincere  repentance  and  reformation  im- 
mediately partake.  Therefore  often  examine  your  own  con- 
dition :  and  at  fuch  times  alfo,  turn  off  your  ej'es  a  little  from 
the  gay  fcenes  of  life  ;  take  the  other  parts  of  it  into  view, 
and  coniider  on  tHe  whole,  what  this  world  is.  A  very  dif- 
ferent place,  fi:om  what  thofe  who  are  intoxicated  with  youth- 
ful warfnth  and  fanguine  expectations,  for  a  while  imagine  it 
tp  be.  Set  therefore  in  your  view  the  difappointraents  and 
perplexities,  the  cares  and  fatigues,  the  pains  and  forrows,  of 
which  you  amongft  the  reft  of  mankind  muft  undergo  your 
Uiare:  and  while  the  appearance  of  things  is  brighteft,  as  the 
wife  king  directs,  remember  the  days  of  darhnefs ^  for  they  Jl^all 
h  many  *.  Not  that  you  are  to  break  your  fpirits  or  damp 
your  a£tivity,  by  melancholy  profpe£ts  and  apprehenfions  j 
but  only  to  compofe  your  hearts  into  a  ftate  fuitable  to  that 
which  you  live  in,  and  form  your  minds  to  be  content  with 
few  and  low  enjoyments  from  the  things  around  you  :  for  in 
fuch  a  world  as  this,  it  is  certain  mifery  to  aim  at  high  hap- 
pinefs. 

Still  prudence  may  fecure  you  a  good  degree  of  comfort 
here :  and  religion  will  exalt  it  into  joy.  For  to  the  pious 
foul  light  will  arife  out  of  darknefs ;  and  all  the  vanity  and 
vexation  of  the  prefent  life  give  affurance  to  thofe,  who  go 
through  it  as  they  ought,  that  God  will  make  tliem  ample  a- 
mends  in  a  better.  Therefore  in  your  hours  of  private  medi- 
tation, fiail  not  to  renew  the  remembrance  of  your  Creator  j 
think  of  all  you  enjoy  as  his  gift ;  think  of  all  his  laws  ^  as 
kind  and  neceffary  provifions  for  your  temporal  and  eternal 
welfare ;  think  of  every  traiifgreflion  as  the  groffefl:  folly,  mix- 
ti  with  the  bafeft  ingratitude  ;  and  have  "Jofeph^s  reply  in 
Teadinefs  for  every  temptation.  How  can  I  do  thu  great  wick- 
tdnefs^  and  Jin  againfl  God\}  Fervent  devotion  from  a  pure 
heart  is  undoubtedly  the  moft  pleafing  of  all  employments : 
for  it  is  the  exercife  of  the  fweeteft  affections,  ho^^e  and  love, 
on  the  worthieft  of  objefts ;  a  being  infinitely  able,  and  equally 
attentive,  to  reward  our  attachments  to  him,  to  defend  us 
from  every  real  evil,  to  beftow  on  us  every  real  good,  and  in 
^ue  time  t\\Q  full  enjoyment  of  the  fupreme  good,  himfelf. 
Therefore  warm  but  your  hearts  with  thefe  delightful  fenti- 
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meats  ;  and  you  will  never  repine  at  any  needful  reftraints 
from  earthly  gratifications.  Only  preferve  in  your  piety  it- 
felf  that  fobernefs  of  mind  which  is  requifite  in  every  thing  : 
that  it  may  not  fly  out  into  raptures  of  enthufiafm,  or  zeal 
■without  charity  ;  but  may  be  uniformly  rational,  mild,  an^  be- 
neficent. 

Tliis  article  of  moderating  their  love  of  pleafnre.  Is  of  fuch 
lingular  importance  to  the  young,  that  I  could  not  avoid  en- 
larging upon  it  much  more,  than  I  fiiall  on  any  of  the  reft. 

IL  A  fccond  inftance,  in  which  they  have  great  need  to  be 
fober^inindedy  is  their  defire  of  imitating  others  ;  and  doing 
many  things  in  compliance  with  faftiion,  to  which  they  would 
otherwife  have  no  inclination.  Now  conforming  to  thofe  a- 
round  us  in  points  of  indifference,  is  one' commendable  part  of 
focial  behaviour.  And  moderately  abfurrf  cuftoms,  if  they  be 
harmlefs,  it  is  very  allowable,  when  once  they  become  gene- 
ral, to  follow  and  defpife  at  the  fame  time.  But  if  you  catch 
yourfelves  growing  really  fond  of  fuch  things,  running  to  the 
ntmoft' lengths  of  them,  and  building  to  yourfelves  a  kind  of 
reputation  upon  them  ;  then  it  is  high  time  to  ftop,  indeed  to 
retreat.  For  attending  to  triflfes  will  take  off,  in  proportion^ 
your  attention  to  matters  of  moment :  and  if  your  efteem  be 
mifplaced,  your  lives  will  be  mifled.  But,  above  all,  beware 
of  yielding,  where  it  may  more  immediately  endanger .  your 
innocence  :  baw^are  of  that  indifference  to  religion  and  religious, 
duties,  which  of  late  hath  appeared  fo  peculiarly  Infectious  i. 
beware  of  being  led,  infepfibly  into  fuch  a  turn  of  talk  and  be- 
haviour, fuch  methods  of  employing  your  thoughts  and  your 
time,  hovvever  pcJlite  they  arc  accounted,  as  may  weaken  your 
regard  to  the  principles  of  virtue.  Always  examine  the  rules 
of  cuftom  by  thofe  of  God's  word,  of  rcafon  and  experience ; 
and  where  you  have  caufe  to  diftruft  your  own  judgment,  ad- 
here to  that  of  prudent  friends,  if  need  were,  againft  the  world. 
But  indeed  it  is  generally  a  fmall  part  of  the  world,  a  few  for- 
ward empty  people,  that  make  the  high  vogue  in  every  thing, 
and  are  followed  though tleily  by  others.  Be  not  'deceived 
therefore  by  the  felf-Cufficiency,  noifeand  vain  fliew,  of  wretch- 
es like  thefe  ;  nor  ever  millake  their  opinion  for  the  fenfe  of 
mankind  :  but  be  affured,  many  more  will  efteem  you  for  right 
conduft,  than  wrong ;  and  even  the  filent  approbation  of  the 
wife  and  ^oo4  will  do  you  much  more  fervice,  than  the  loudeft 
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applaufcs  of  the  inconfiderate  and  the  libertine.  You  maj  be 
afraid  perhaps  of  the  cenfure  or  ridicule  of  the  latter  :  but  only 
take  care  to  be  pious  and  regular  without  oftentation  or  four- 
nefs,  and  by  acquiring,  as  far  as  you  can,  every  laudable  ac* 
compliihment,  to  make  amends  for  wanting  that  of  being  wick- 
ed ;  and  there  will  be  fmall  doubt  of  your  receiving  much  bet- 
ter quarter  from  fuch,  than  they  commonly  '  give  one  another. 
At  leaft,  if  you  cannot  prevent  their  fcom,  Purely  you  may  ftand 
againfl  it,  and  defpife  it :  or,  if  your  mjad  be  too  tender  for 
that,  as  in  fome  young  people  it  is,  you  have  another  remedy, 
as  obvious  and  eafy  as  it  is  neceffary ;  keep  out  of  the  way  of 
hearing  it*  Allow  the  moft  agreeable  perfons,  that  would 
weaken  your  fenfe  of  duty,  as  little  familiarity  with  you  as  c. 
ver  you  can  :  and  ftrepgthen  yourfelves  in  goodnefs  continuaU 
I7,  bj  the  example,  the  countenance,  the  encouragement,  the 
advice,  offerious  anddifcreet  and  amiable  companions. 

3.  A  third  thing  which  due  fobriety  of  mind  requires,  ef- 
pecially  of  the  young,  is  to  avoid  affeSation :  pretending,  and 
endeavouring  without  caufe,  to  be  what  they  are  not,  and  to 
like  or  diflike  what  they  naturally  do  nof.  While  any  thing 
continues  in  fafliion,"  they,  beyond  others,  are  hurried  away  by 
a  ftrange  defire  of  appearing  much  fonder  of  it,  not  only  than 
there  is  ground  to  be,  (which  belongs  to  the  laft  head)  but  than 
thej  really  are  :  and  often  behave  fiUily,  and  fometimes  wick- 
edlj,  to  exprefs  their  paflion  for  things,  which  at  the  bottom 
they  have  none  for  ;  at  leaft  hardly  any  other,  than  what  they 
took  up,  merely  becaufe  they  thought  it  looked  well ;  and  can 
eafiljr  lay  down  again  at  the  ihortell  warning,  as  experience 
fliews,  and  be  juft  as  highly  delighted  with  any  thing  elfe.  Now 
plainly  fuch  as  thefe  proftitute  their  fhare  of  good  fenfe  to  what- 
ever happens  to  be  the  reigning  folly.  And  there  are  too  ma- 
ny others,  who,  though  perhaps  very  zealous  againfl  thefe  pub- 
lic afFeftations,  have  there  private  ones,  to  which  they  allow 
full  fcope.  I  am  fenfible,  that  matters  of  this  nature  may'feem 
beneath  the  notice  of  this  place :  but  nothing  is  fo,  which  pro- 
duces real  evils  in  life.  It  is  very  true,  in  younp;  minds,  as  in 
warna  and  light  foils,  numbers  of  weeds  will  fpring  up.  But 
if  they  are  nurfed  and  cheriflied,  inftead  of  being  rooted  out, 
they  nvill  exhauft  the  ground,  and  choak  the  good  feed.  There- 
fore examine  whatever  you  perceive  within  you,  rather  with 
the  greater  care  for  its  being  of  your  own  growth  :  and  never 
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tolerate  ftrong  fancies  with  weak  reafons  for  them.  Do  not 
imagine  things  graceful,  or  important,  or  proper,  without  know- 
ing why:  or  that  you  ^an  ever  make  them  fo,  if  they  are  not 
fo  :  or  that  any  way  whatever,  of  thinking,  behaving,  or  ap- 
pearing, is  in  the  leaft  the  belter  for  your  adopting  it.  Some 
perhaps  may  for  a  while,  injudicioufly  or  artfully,  appl-aud 
your  peculiarities  :  they  iftay  procure  you  much  notice,  and 
feemingly  of  a  favourable  kind ;  but  this  will  never  end  well. 
You  will  get  a  wrong  bias,  and  lofe  the  true  notion  of  the 
value  of  things  ;  will  lay  yourf elves  open  to  the  defigns  of 
the  crafty,  fall  into  contempt  with  the  difceming^  and  by  de- 
grees with  every  one.  Youth  indeed  hath  advantages,  which 
may  partly  conceal,  partly  exoufe,  thefe  abfurdities  :  but  then 
they  will  fix  upon  you,  and  remain  with  you,  aft^r  every 
thing  that  cart  palliate  them  is  gone.  You  will  have  put  on 
a  charadler,  under  a  falfe  notion  of  its  becoming  you,  and  not 
know  how  to  lay  it  afide,  even  when  it  mifbecomes  you  moft 
notorioufly.  And  if  all  affeftation  be  thus  bad,  how  dreadful 
is  that  monilrous  aflfedlation  of  profanenefs  and  vice,  not  un- 
commonly feen  in  perfons  who  perhaps  would  like  full  as  well 
to  be  pious  and  virtuous,  if  they  could  but  believe  it  would 
make  near  fo  genteel  a  figure  1  But  venture  to  believe,  that  a 
blamelefs  conduct,  though  it  will  not  raife  fo  early  or  fo  great 
a  talk  about  you,  will,  fooner  or  later,  diftlnguifti  you  to  your 
advantage,  which  nothing  elfe  ca^n :  or  however  the  world  may- 
overlook  you  at  prefent,  God  will  do  you  abundant  honour; 
hereafter.  Whatfoever  thou  takeji '  in  handy  remember  the  endx 
and  thouJJjolt  never  do  amifs  *. 

4.  The  fourth  particular  comprehended  under  St  FauPs  ge- 
neral diredion  for  young  people  in  the  text,  and  the  lafl  that 
can  be  mentioned  now,  I  fliall  exprefs  in  his  own  words  :  Net 
to  think  of  themf elves  more  highly  than  they  ought  to  think ^  but 
to  think  f oh erly  \.  Livelinefs  and  want  of  experience  peculiar- 
ly drfpofe  them  to  err  in  this  point;  and  thq  fuperficial  educa^ 
tion,  the  difregard  to  all  authority,  human  or  divine,  and  the 
liberty  and  the  pradlice  of  faying  and  doing  what  every  one 
pleafes,  that  prevail  in  the  prefent  age,  have  heightened. and, 
fpread  the  error  to  degrees  never  known  before.  Hence  they 
perpetually  defpife  the  moft  ufeful  qualifications,  and  the  wor- 
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thieft  behaviour ;  admire  trifles,  follies,  and  fins,  as  diftinftions 
and  excellencies :  <::laim  a  high  merit  for  accomplilhments  of 
which  thej  have  little  or  no  fliare  j  imagine  themfelves  totally 
free  from  defers  that  are  moft  glaringly  vifible  in  them  ;  pity 
aud  fcorn  thofe  whom  they  have  mOre  caufe  to  envy:  and  thus 
judging  falfly,  in  the  moft  dangerous  manner,  of  things  and 
perlbns,  others  and  themfelves,  are  utterly  mifled  in  the  main 
concerns  of  life.  Yfct  they  fail  not  to  fee,  but  take  a  pride  in 
obferving,  fiom  time  to  time,  that  this  is  the  cafe  of  fuch  and 
fuch  of  their  acquaintance  :  now,  would  they  but  refleft,  that 
it  may  be  their  own  too,  it  would  be  no  inconfiderable  ftep 
towards  a  cure.  It  muft  put  them  on  examining  what  ad- 
vantages and  good  qualities  they  are  really  poffdTed  of,  what 
the  real  value  of  them  is,  what  deduftions  are  to  be  made 
from  them  on  account  of  imperf eft  ions  and  failings,  and  what 
ground  they  have,  on  the  whole,  to  hope  for  the  eftecm  of  wile 
men,  and  the  acceptance  of  an  all -wife  God.  It  muft  remind 
them  to  confider  over  again  the  hafty  judgments  of  their  early 
dajs,  and  review,  with  a  fufpicious  eye,  perhaps  many  notions 
which  they  arc  very  well  fatisfied  in,  without  knowing  why, 
and  are  proceeding  to  aft  upon  all  adventures.  Moft  people 
indeed  fliould  have  more  diffidence  than  they  have,  but  the 
joung  much  more  than  others.  It  is  not  natural,  it  is  not 
poffible,  that,  in  the  very  entrance  of  life,  one  who  hath  taken 
no  pains  to  know  any  thing  Ihould  know  every  thing.  And 
therefore  when  fuch  are  found,  a3  they  are  every  day,  perfec- 
I7  contented  with  themfelves  ;  abfolutely  clear,  that  their  own 
waj  of  thinking  and  afting,  whatever  it  chances  to  be,  is  right; 
when  they  will  venture,  in  queftions  of  the  greateft  moment, 
to  decide,  without  the  leaft  hefitaticn  beforehand,  or  the  leaft 
doubt  afterwards,  perhaps  direftly  contrary  to  what  the  ableft 
perfons  in  all  ages  have  done  \  and  hold  every  one  in  utter 
contempt,  that  can  poffibly  be  of  another  opinion;  this  is 
fnrely  an  aftonifliing  want  of  fobriety  of  mind.  At  leaft  be  a 
little  modeft,  till  you  can  truly  fay,  that  you  havw  confidered 
and  inquired  with  foine  care  :  for  afterwards,  in  all  likelihood, 
you  will  be  fo  of  courfe.  Efpecially  be  modeft,  in  proportion 
as  any  point  is  of  confequence,  and  out  of  your  reach.  For 
idftance,  in  religion.  The  duties  of  it  are  plain,  and  plainly 
reafonable.  So  are  the  doftrines  too,  as  far  as  we  can  under- 
ftand  them,    and  judge  of  tlv^m :    but  we  can  underftaud  and 
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judge  of  fome  of  them  but  very  imperfe£Hj.  Thej  relate  ta 
the  infinite  nature  of  God,  to  the  boundlefs  views  of  His  pro- 
vidence, to  future  times,  it  maj  be  a  future  world.  No  won- 
der, that  of  fuch  things  we  do  not  comprehend  the  whole  ; 
though  he  may  have  good  reafons,  whether  we  perceive,  them 
or  not,  for  telling  us  part;  and  yet,  without  comprehending 
the  whole,  fome  parts  muft  feem  unaccountable.  NoW  fuch 
difficulties  as  thefe,  orT)offibly  lefs,  a  raw  felf-fufficient  youth 
chances  to  think  or  be  told  of,  runs  away  with  them,  and  de- 
rides tlie  weaknefs  of  thofe  who  believe  what  they  are  taught. 
But  can  it  poffibly  make  any  dodlrine  of  religion  doubtful, 
that  perfons,  bred  up  in  the  manner  that,  God  knows,  too 
many  are,  and  living  afterwards  as  may  be  expefted,  do  not 
underAand  it,  or  do  not  like  it,  or  have  heard  more  of  the  ob* 
jeflions  againft  it  than  the  arguments  for  it  ?  Or  fliould  they 
not  rather  learn  to  fufpe^l,  that  they  have  not  a  fufficient  ac- 
quaintance with  the  fubjeft?,  For  what  will  become  of  good 
fenfe  and  right  behaviour  in  the  world,  if  people  are  to  think 
themfelves  mailers  of  every  thing  which  they  know  but  any 
thing  of,  an3  to  defpife  every  thing  they  know  nothing  of  ? 
This  i&^Qth  a  very  unreafonable  and  very  immoral  turn  of 
mind :  it  deflroys  all  reverence  for  truth,  all  attention  to  the 
virtuotis  condufb  of  their  faculties  and  their  lives :  it  leads 
them,  for  the  moft  part,  to  early  mifery  here,  and  hardens 
them  beyond  all  things  againft  that  penitent  conviftion,  which 
alone  can  prevent  their  mifery  hereafter.  'Juftly  therefore 
doth  the  prophet  denounce  :  Wo  unto  them  that  call  evil  good^ 
and  good  evil :  that  put  darhnefs  for  light,  and  light  for  dark- 
nefs.  Wo  unto  them  that  are  wife  in  their  own  eyes,  and  pru-^ 
dent  in  their  own  fight.  Therefore  ^  at  the  fire  devour eth  the 
fiuhhle,  and  the  flame  confumeth  the  chaff:  fo  their  root  fhall 
he  as  rottennefs,  and  their  hloffom  go  up  as  the  dufl  ;  hecavfe 
they  have  cafi  away  the  law  of  the  Lord  of  Hofis^  and  defpifed 
the  word  of  the  Holy  One  oflfrael  *. 
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Tit.  li.  6. 
Toung  men  likewife  exhort  to  be  foher^minded* 

tN  difcourfing  on  thefe  words^  I  have  already  mentioned  four 
•*•  particulars,  inTefpea  of  which  it  is  peculiarly  iteceflary  for 
young  perfons  to  preferve  fobriety  of  mind,  and  exercife  a 
watchful  government  over  thcmfelves  :  their  natural  gaiety 
and  love  of  pleafure,  their  fondnefs  for  imitating  the  cuftoms 
and  faihions  of  the  world  at  fome  times,  their  pronenefs  to  af« 
feftation  and  wrong  fingularities  at  others,  and  their  almofl 
univerfal  inclination  to  entertain  too  high  an  opinion  of  their 
own  advantages,  accomplifhments,  and  abilities.  Were  this 
opinion  to  go  no  farther  than  their  own  breafts,  it  would  be 
a  great  fault,  and  have  very  bad  eiFefts  :  but  when  it  is  (hewn 
to  others,  and  even  demands  their  notice,  the  cafe  becomes 
much  worfe.  And  therefore  an  additional  indifpenfable  duty, 
comprehended  under  the  charafter  oi  fober-minded^  is 

5.  That  how  well  foever  they  may  apprehend  they  fee  caufe 
to  think  of  themfelves,  they  fliould  behave  with  humility  to- 
wards thofe  with  whom  they  have  any  intercourfe :  and  re- 
member that,  in  young  people  above  all,  modefty  is  exceed- 
ingly graceful,  and  a  remarkable  want  of  it  fhocking.  It  is 
not  meant  that  they  ihould  be  frighted,  confufcd,  and  difcon- 
certed  in  what  they  fay  ox  do  before  ftrangers  and  fuperiors  : 
this  would  be  a  weaknefs  ;  though^  when  it  doth  not  go  very 
far,  an  amiable  one.  Much  Icfs  is  it  meant  to  enjoin  fo  ftri£t' 
a  filence  or  referve,  as  may  bring  the  goodnefs  of  their  under- 
ftandings  or  tempers  in  queftion :  but  only,  that  their  words, 
looksf  and  actions  fhould  exprefs  a  confcioufnefs  of  what  is 
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Tcry  true,  that  they  have  reafon,  from  their  youth  and  inex- 
perience, to  be  in  fome  degree  fufpicious  of  themfelves,  even 
where  they  feem  to  be  moft  plainly  in  the  right.  Still,  what 
they  are  fully  convinced,  on  deliberate  confideration,  is  their 
duty,  tliey  mhft  adhere  to,  fo  long  as  the  perfu'afion  continues, 
though  perfons,  ever  fo  much  farther  advanced  in  age  or  know* 
ledge,  diffuade  them  from  it.  But  even  in  this  cafe,  and  cer- 
tainly then  in  others,  they  ought  to  Qiev^  hjtxy  mark  of  due 
regard  to  thofe  from  whom  they  differ.  And  the  moft  oblig- 
ing fubmiffion  is  very  confiftent  with  livelinefs  and  fpirit :  it 
may  give  ftrong  proofs  of  dignity,  at  the  fame  time  with  re* 
fpecl ;  and  by  throwing  the  moft  advantageous  light  on  every 
acconiplifliment,  it  will  pleafe  every  one  worth  pleafing,  be- 
yond all  things. 

It  is  very  true,  that  quite  different  methods,  a  cotifident 
behaviour,  and  a  manner  ip  converfation,  bold  even  to  gr^at 
lengths  of  indecency,  feeim  to  take  with  too  many :  even  with 
fome,  who  cover  thpir  ignorance  or  negleft  of  true  good  breed- 
ing and  politenefs,  with  high  pretences  to  both.  But  then,  as 
the  liking  which  they  have,  or  pretend  to  have,  for  thefe  un- 
daunted fpirits,  can  be  accompanied  with  no  real  efteem,  fo  it 
feldom  holds  long ;  and  yet  feldomer  either  produces  or  intends 
any  good  to  thofe  who  are  diftinguiflied  by  it.  For  perfons  of 
judgment  wUl  by  no  means  pitch  on  thofe  for  any  purpofe  of 
.  importance,  with  whofe  empty  forwardnefs  they  are  moft  di- 
verted for  an  idle  hour.  The  very  quality  that  recommends 
them  in  this  latter  refpeft,  is  an  infuperable  obje£lion  againft 
them  in  the  former. 

Another  thing  ought  to  be  obferved,  which  in  our  youth, 
at  leaft,  we  commonly  overlook ;  that  they,  who  love  to  be 
often  placing  themfelves  in  full  view,  whatever  care  they  take 
about  their  appearance,  are  apt  to  have  more  feen  of  them  than 
is  to  their  advantage.  And  this  danger  is  the  greater,  as  who- 
ever defires  too  earneftly  to  make  the  beft  figure  he  can,  will 
almoft  certainly  be  carried  on  to  aim  at  making  a  better  than 
he  can,  and  of  confequence  will  make  a  much  worfe  than  he 
needs.  Great  numbers,  who  might  have  paffed  through  life 
with  abundantly  fufficient  approbation  and  regard,  by  the  mere 
help  of  plain  good  fenfe  and  good  temper,  have,  by  affefting 
more  agreeablehefs  or  fprightlinefs,  more  judgment  or  know- 
ledge, perhaps  than  they  had,  or  however  than  they  had  occa- 
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fion  to  fliew,  become  ridiculous  to  tliofe  whom  thej  wanted  to 
think  highlj  of  them.  But  a  farther,  and  more  fcrious  evU, 
is,  that  where  the  pafTion  for  being  remarkable  is  permitted  to 
grow  verj  firong,  if  laudable  methods  will  not  bring  it  about^ 
people  are  forely  tempted  to  ufe  others  :  to  procure  admiration 
of  their  perfons  by  improper  arts  and  freedoms,  of  their  learn- 
ing by  affertions  of  groundlefs  novelties,  of  their  wit  by  lU- 
nature  or  profanenefs.  And  yet  after  all,  generally  fpcaking, 
thefe  contrivances  prove  infufficient.  Traps,  laid  for  applaiifc, 
are  almoft  always  feen  ;  and  fo  difguft  thofe  who  fee  them,  that 
they  often  refufe  even  real  merit  its  due  acknowledgment s^ 
when  they  are  too  openly  claimed.  Now  and  then  indeed 
thefe  vain  charafters  do  pufti  themCelves  into  early  reputation, 
without  any  title  to  it.  But,  as  their  hafty  growth  is  unur- 
companied  with  inward  ftrength,  after  being  a  fiiort  time  ga'z.- 
ed  at  and  envied,  they  are  cruflied  under  the  weight  of  their 
own  fame,  and  fink  back  into  nothing  ;  while  every  one  re* 
joices  at  their  fall,  and  wonders  how  they  came  ever  to  rife  fo 
high  in  the  efteem  of  the  world. 

On  all  accounts  therefore  young  men  ought  ever  to  exprefs, 
in  their  whole  converfation  and  demeanour,  a  moderate  opi. 
nion  and  diflruft  of  themfelves  ;  with  no  fmall  efteem  and  de- 
ference for  others,  how  far  foever  they  may  be  from  making 
a  (howy  apjjearance.  For  ftill,  fuch  perfons  may  have  a  great 
deal  more  even  of  ornamental  accomplifiiments,  to  produce  on 
fit  occafions,  than  you  are  aware  of.  Or  fupponng  them  nt>t 
at  all  comparable  to  you  in  thefe  refpecls,  they  may  excel  yoa 
in  much  more  important  things  ;  in  good  conduD,,  virtue^  and 
piety^  Whatever  advantages  yoii  have  over  any  one  hefidet 
thefe^  remember  it  depends  intirely  on  your  ufe  of  them,  whe- 
ther you  fliall  be  the  better  or  the  worfe  for  them :  and  be  af- 
fured,  they  will  never  be  truly  beneficial  to  you,  v/ithout  hu- 
mility of 'heart  and  behaviour.  Inflcad  therefore  of  the  un- 
profitable and  unfafe  employment  of  admiring  yourfelves,  and 
endeavouring  to  make  others  admire  you,  for  qualities  of  fmall 
and  doubtful  value,  indulge  but  a  moderate  complacence  in  the 
very  beft  that  you  conceive  you  are  poffeffed  of ;  think  how 
imperfe£b  you  are  in  them,  how  many  others  you  want,  how 
many  bad  ones  you  have  ;  and  far  from  cherifliing  the  poor 
vanity  of  vying  with  thofe  around  you,  proftrate  yourfelvcj 
before  God,  and  earncftly  befeech  him  to  turn  his  face  from 
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yourJinSi  and  put  out  all  your  mi/deeds  ;  to  make  you  a  clean 
hearty  and  r,enew  a  right  fpirit  within  you  *. 

6.  Another  duty,  comprehended  under  fobri^y  of  mind,  and 
dofely  connefted  with  the  former,  confifts  in  avoiding  incon- 
fiderate  and  vehement  pofitivenefs  in  difcourfe  j  to  which  the 
young,  who  think  well  of  their  own  judgments,  and  Hnow  lit- 

/  tic  of  what  others  have  judged,  or  on  what  grounds,  are  much 
addifted.  Now  ^firming  any  thing,  as  more  certain  than  you 
have  good  caufe  to  believe  it,  is  really  an  offence  againft  truth, 
though  you  fhould  happen  to  be  in  the  right ;  and  peculiarly 
unbecoming  in  thofe,  who  are  moft  likely  to  be  often  in  the 
wrong.  Infifting  on  a  point  too  earneftly  jfbmetimes  proyokcs 
very^  dangerous  rcfentmertts,  efpecially  when  two  of  the  fame 
warm  temper  are  of  different  pcrfuafions.  And  cooler  and 
wifer  men  wiU  feldom  care  to  venture 'upon  giving  you  infor- 
mation, when  they  fee  you  fo  little  difpofed  to  receive  it.  For 
want  of  fuch  monitors,  you  will  often  go  on,  for  a  long  time, 
afferting  as  unqueftionable,  what  is  falfe  or  doubtful.  Others 
will  perceive  it  foon :  you  will  be  forced  to  fee  it  yourfelves  at 
laft  :  and  then  what  fliame  and  vexation  will  you  have  brought 
upon  your  own  heads  !  Whereas  propofing  your  notions  with 
an  ingenuous  diffidence  will  fecure  an  eafy  retreat,  if  they 
chance  to  be  confuted ;  and  urging  your  reafons,  when  they 
are  ftrongeft,  with  modefly  of  fpeech,  will  make  you  beloved,* 
as  well  as  admired.  You  fliould,  therefore  conftantly  bear  in  . 
your  thoughts,  and  imitate  the  engaging  behaviour  of  Elihu. 
in  yob  :  who,  having  firft  waited  till  his  elders  had  fpoken, 
anfwered  and /aid:  I  am  youngs  and  ye  are  old:  wherefore  1. 
was  afraid,  and  durjl  not  Jhew  you  my  opinion,  I  faid^  days 
fhould  f peak  y  and  multitude  of  years  Jhould  teach  wifdom*  But 
there  is  a  fpirit  injnan  :  and  the  infpiration  of  the  Almighty 
giveth  them  underflanding  :  therefore  hearken  to  me:  I  alfo  will 
fhew  you  my  opinion  *. 

7.  A  feventh  inftance  of  fobriety  of  mind,  yet  more  import- 
ant than  th^  former,  indeed,  fo  yifibly  important  that  a  few 
words  will  fnffice  about  it,  is  guarding  carefully  againft  rafli- 
nefs  in  conduft.  Words  may  pafs  over,  and  prove  of  fmall 
importance  ;  but  anions  are  always  of  moment :  and  yet  the 
young  too  commonly  aft  without  fcrupie  or  diftruft.     Some- 
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tiioes  this  arifea  from  the  pride  of  thinking,  that  they  cannot 
aft  amifs :  but  fometimes  alfo  from  mere  thoughtlefTnefs,  or  a 
lively  impatience  of  deliberation,  joined  with  that  peculiar  en- 
terprifing  dilpofidon,  and  unwiUingnefs  to  believe  any  harm 
will  follow,  which  youth  infpires,  and  riper  years  find  bitter 
reafon  to  lament.  For  indeed^  what  one  thing  is  there  dreadful 
in  life,  which  this  adventurous  giddinefs  doth  not  frequently 
briog  on  men,  in  the  very  beginning  of  their  days,  and  it  may 
be  fix  down  upon  them  to  the  end?  You,  of  all  others,  ought 
tQ  be  cautious:  for  you  have  much  to  lofe,  even  in  this  world; 
add  to  plunge  at  the  firft  ftep  into  mifery  is  a  deplorable  things 
You  muft  be  fenfible,  that  multitudes  have  done  fo,  and  multi- 
tmles  are  doing  fo  every  day,  through  mere  negligence,  pei;'- 
baps  but  a  little  negligence :  and  if  you  are  guilty  of  as  much 
or  more,  how  can  you  hope  to  efcape  better  ?  It  will  coil  you 
far  lefe  time  and  trouble  to  avoid  errors,  than  to  retrieve  them* 
Some  cannot  be  retrieved  at  all ;  others,  but  imperfeclly.  With 
jour  beft  care  you  will  find  it  hard  enough  to  keep  intirdy 
clear  of  them :  and  what  then  muft  become  of  thofe,  who  pro* 
fefledly  take  no  care  at  all,  but  give  up  their  lives  to  fancy  and 
chance? 

8.  Another  point,  in  which  it  is  very  uncommon,  and  yet 
very  need&l  for  young  people  to  be  fober-minded,  is,  in  mo., 
derating  their  natural  haftinefs  of  temper,  and  readinefs  to  take 
offence.  It  is  in  vain  to  think  of  reckoning  up  all  the  occa« 
fions,  on  which  this  fault  appears  in  them :  but  fome  ought  to 
be  mentioned  particularly. 

One  is,  that  they  are  too  commonly  provoked  at  receiving 
advice,  and  rcfent  it  as  an  affront.  Now  if  it  be  given,  as  it 
certainly  is,  for  the  moft  part,  fojely  or  chiefly  from  good- will 
tojou:  what  a  monftrous,  what  a  barbarous  thing  is  it,  to  wound 
the  hearts  of  your  beft  friends  doubly ;  firft  by  your  indifcrcr 
tions,  then  by  your  ingratitude:  to  tell  them,  that  is  no  con^ 
cem  of  theirs,  which  they  cannot  help  being  moft  tenderly  conr 
cerned  about ;  and  infift  on  the  right  you  have,  to  ruin  your.- 
felves,  if  you  pleafe !  But  perhaps  they  takq  upon  them,  not 
onlj  to  advife  you,  but  be  angry  with  you:  and  that  you  can* 
not  bear.  Now  it  is  very  pofliUe,  their  anger,  or  however  the 
degree,  or  time,  or  manner  of  exprefling  it,  may  be  improper: 
or,  on  t;he  other  hand,  it  may  be  more  ncoeffary,  than  you  ima- 
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gine,  or  care  to  own.  But  at  leaft,  it  is  a  proof  that  they  mean 
you  well:  elfe,  why  fhould  they  give  themfelves  any  difquiet 
about  you  ?  And  even  if  they  do  miftake  in  fome  things,  or  go 
too  far  ia  their  fears  for  you,  ftill  the  reafon  of  their  folicitude 
is  fo  kind,  that  the  excefs  of  it  may  well  be  excufed.  Or  fup- 
pofe  it  not  to  proceed  from  afFeftion,  but  from  wh^t  you  will, 
conceit,  cenforioufnefs,  hatred,  if  you  pleafe;  it  will  be  well 
worth  your  while,  to  attend  to  it  fo  far  however,  as  to  make 
your  advantage  of  it,  by  amending  or  vindicating  or  guarding 
yourfqjf.  And  if  they,  who  give  you  good  advice,  be  your  e- 
nemies,  it  will  be  much  better  to  grieve  them  by  taking  it,  than 
to  pleafe  them  by  perfifting  in  fins  or  follies. 

There  is  a  farther  inftance  of  warmth  of  temper  in  young 
people,  which  frequently  hath  vefy  bad  confequences,  though  it 
proceeds  from  an  excellent  principle.  They  fet  out  with  the 
liveliell  fenfe  of  right  and  wrbng  in  many  cafes :  would  to  God  it 
were  the  fame  in  all !  They  have  ufually  a  ftrong  abhorrence 
of  doing  unworthy  things  for  the  fake  of  intereft :  and  it  is 
great  pity,  they  have  not  an  equal  abhorrence  of  doing  as  un- 
worthy things  for  the  fake  of  pleafure  and  applaufe.  But  this 
averfion  to  bafenefs  and  unfairnefs,  (though  it  can  never  be  too 
deeply  rooted,  and  to  begin  the  wbrld  with  indifference  in  thefe 
refpcfts,  is  a  very  bad  fign,  yet,)  if  they  are  naturally  of  eager 
fpirits,  hurries  them  on  into  moft  grievous  errors.  In  publick 
affairs  they  grow  hot-headecj  and  outrageous;  inattentive  to 
the  weight  of  thofe  reafons,and  the  merit  of  thofe  perfons,  that 
are  againft  theni;  impatient  to  take  the  worft  of  niethods,  that 
promife  but  the  attainment  of  their  imagined  good  ends  v  in 
Ihort,  exceffively  unreafonable  and  injurious ;  and  all  with  an 
intention  of  aiding  the  honefteft  and  nobleft  part  that  can  be. 
In  private  life  the  fame  immoderate  warmth  prompts  them  to 
conceive  fudden  and  funous  antipathies  on  the  flighteft  foun- 
dations;  to  magnify  fmall  faults  or  none  into  unpardonable 
crimes ;  and  purfue  the  fuppofed  offender  with  moft  unrighte- 
ous refentment,  miftaking  it  all  the  while  for  juft  indignation. 
Now  men  of  fuch  vehement  difpofitibns,  which  exert  their  ve- 
hemence chiefly  in  the  feafon  of  youth,  if  they  have  any  reflec- 
tion^ cannot  help  knowing  their  danger:  and  therefore  fhould 
confcientioufly  and  perpetually  be  on  their  watch  againft  itn 
&ould  think  ferioufly  in  their  cooler  hours,  how  much  the 
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mifreprefentations  of  others,  how  much  more  the  violence  of 
their  own  natures,  may  difguife  things  to  them ;  and,  it  may- 
be, have  a&ually  done  it  manj  times  already :  tliink  what  im- 
pcrfeftions  there  are,  in  the  minds  and  behaviour  even  of  thofe 
who  are  well-difpofcd,  in  their  own  acfiongft  the  reft :  think, 
even  fuppofing  the  things,  or  the  perfons,  they  are  angry  with, 
very  bad,  whether  the  bitternefs  of  their  anger  may  not  b^ 
as  bad :  think  how  much  better  and  fafer  it  is,  to  lean  to* 
wards  the  milder  fide ;  and  how  exceedingly  blameable  they 
will  have  been,  fliould  all  this  heat,  or  a  confiderable  part  of  it, 
prove  at  lail  to  be  groundlefs  and  unjuft.  But,  n«;:vt  to  th^ 
danger  of  unreafonable  averfions,  ought  to  be  mentioned, 

9.  That  of  unreafonable  fondneffes :  againft  which  the  yotmg, 
if  they  will  preferve  a  due  fobriety  of  mind,  muft  always  be 
ftriaiy  on  their  guard.  They  have  had  little  opportunity  for, 
and  therefore  can  bave  little  ikill  in,  a  part  of  knowledge,  that 
requires  a  great  deal,  judging  of  charafters.  And  yet  they 
will  enter  all  at  once  into  fuch  bofom  friendftiips  with  almoft 
mere  ftrangers,  as  a  prudent  perfon  would  fcarce  contraft  with 
thofe,  whom  he  had  known  longeft.  Sometimes  thefe  fudden 
intimacies  end  in  as  fudden  quarrels.  And  when  they  laft 
longer,  the  cafe  Is  oft^n  yet  worfe.  The  favourites,  chofen  fo 
haftily,  are  for  the  moft  part  ill  chofen :  and  when  a  confidence 
without  referve  (for  youth  hath  very  little  referve)  is  placed  in 
thofe,  wjio  either  defign,  or  only  judge  amifs ;  in  how  many 
refpeds  may  they  mifguide,  to  what  contempt  may  they  ex- 
pofe,  to  what  fatal  errors  may  they  lead,  their  inconfiderate 
admirers  !  Therefore  beware  of  pl^ufibleinfin nations  and  aggree- 
able  appearances ;  allow  none  to  put  themfelves  upon  you  for 
what  they  pleafej  but  examine  them  well,  and  always  confult 
jour  old  and  fure  friends  in  the  choice  of  new  ones.  Indeed,  it 
you  never  chufe  any,  perhaps  it  may  be  no  harm.  Familiar 
acquaintance  you  may  have  with  many.  A  proper  degree  of 
truft  you  may  repofe  in  fome.  But  your  life  may  pafs,  with- 
out meeting  with  one,  to  whom  you  can  with  fafety  open  your 
heart  intirtly4  And  moft  of  the  pretended  ftrift  friendftiips 
are  mere  interefted  combinations  in  th^  elder,  and  a  mixture  of 
fond  fancy  and  affedation  in  the  younger.  Therefore  ke^p  on 
the  watch;  and  particularly  againft  thofe,  whom  perhaps  you 
are  leaft  apt  to  fufpeft,  who  exprefs  the  moft.  complaifance  to 
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you,  and  are  the  fulleft  of  your  praifes,  efpecially  to  your  face. 
If  this  behaviour  be  owing  to  weaknefs,  they  are  unworthy  of 
your  efteem :  if  to  delign,  they  are  dangerous.  For  the  fcrip- 
ture  hath  faid,  a  man  that  flatter etb  bis  neighbour^  fpreadetb  a 
net  for  bis  feet  *.  Inftead  thereof  of  running  into  the  arms  of 
fuch,  keep  them  at  a  diftance.  And  with  whomfoever  you 
enter  into  a  clofer  connexion,  continue  ftill  to  obferve,  with 
candor  indeed,  but  with  vigilance  too,  how  they  condud  them- 
felves,  what  impreffions  they  are  makmg  upon  you:  nor  think 
it  any  breach  cither  of  fidelity  or  good-nature,  to  part  with  the 
deareft  friend  upon  earth,  father  than  endanger  your  piety, 
your  virtue,  your  happinefs,  or  even  your  charader.  Farther 
yet;  carefully  avoid  the  weaknefs  and  injuftice  of  extolling  your 
intimates  too  highly,  either  in  your  difcourfe  or  even  your  ima- 
gination, and  difparaging  others  in  comparifon:  but  ftill  more 
carefully  avoid  promoting  their  interefts  in  oppofition  to  reafon 
and  equity,  tojprivate  right  or  publick  gOOd. 

10.  Another  part  of  fobriety  of  mind,  highly  and  peculiarly 
requifite  for  the  young,  is  a  difcreet  management  of  their  ex- 
pences.  Coyetoufnefs  indeed,  hateful  and  defpicable  as  it  is  in 
the  elder,  would  be  fomewhat  ^otfe  in  them :  but  all  is  not  co. 
vetoufnefs,  that  they  are  apt  to  call  fo:»  atid  extravagance  is  a 
mark  only  of  folly,  not  of  gencrofity,  or  good-nature.  They 
who  fquander  needlefly  at  fome  times,  will  be  driven  to  fpare 
improperly  at  others,  when  they  fhould  have  been  bountiful: 
and  fo  will  make  a  truly  mean  figure,  becaufe  they  would  needs 
make  a  falfly  great  one.  Then,  if  their  profufenefs  rife  to  any 
height,  it  creates  them  great  uneafinefs  with  their  parents  and 
friends :  whom  it  always  fills  with  fears  about  them,  and  fre- 
quently ftraitens  and  diftrcflcsi.it  occafions  (as  they  muft  run  in 
debt)  difficulties  and  lofles,  oftentimes  ruin,  to  thofe,  with  whom 
they  have  dealings ;  and  ufually  to  fudi  of  the»,  as  deferve  it 
leaft :  they  muft  bring  themfelves  into  continual  perplexities : 
they  will  of  courfe  be  tempted,  either  to  drown  the  fenfe  of 
them  by  intemperance,  or  to  aim  at  getting  out  of  them  by 
diihoneft  arts  and  methods,  of  one  kind  or  another ;  yet  proba- 
bly in  vain.  And  if  they  come  to  have  families,  they  will  in 
idl  likelihood  utterly  undo  thofe,  who  ought  to  have  been  the 
obje£k  of  their  tendereft  love  and  care.  Remember  therefore 
to  fct  out  cautioufly ;  confider  well,  that  to  rife  in  your  way  of 
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Uving  is  yery  eaff ;  but  to  lower  it,  one  of  the  hardeft  things  in 
the  world :  and  laj  it  down  for  a  rule,  that  no  income  whatever 
can  fupport  negligence  and  expenfivenefs. 

11.  The  eleventh  proof,  which  young  perfons  ihould  give  o£ 
SI  fober  and  reafonable  mind,  id  to  fix  upon,  and  keep  clofely  to, 
fome  fit  manner  of  fpending  their  time«  For  none  of  it  ia  gi-. 
ven  us  to  be  thrown  away:  and  unlefs  they  apply  early  to  what 
they  ought,  a  habit  of  idlenefs  will  foon  take  firm  pofleflion  of 
them.  To  thofe  of  lower  rank,  neceffity  reads  the  daily  leflbn 
of  induftry :  it  will  make  their  condition  comfortable  and  repu- 
table: and  if  they  think  of  being  maintained  at  their  eafc,  they 
are  infalliably  ruined,  body  and  foul.  But  whatever  rank  we 
are  of,  without  fome  employment,  life  muft  be  tedious :  and 
unlefs  proper  employment  be  chofen  to  fill  up  the  empty  fpaces 
of  it,  grols  imprudences  and  fins  will  be  crowding  into  them« 
Or  if  the  idle  could  avoid  thefe,  yet  furely  it  is  bad  enough, 
that  they  cannot  avoid  making  a  defpicable  figure  in  the  world  \ 
that  their  inattention,  which  will  gradually  produce  an  incapa- 
city of  conducing  their  own  affairs,  muft  fubjeft  them  tp 
an  abfolute  dependance  upon  others,  who  may  impofe  upon 
them  without  fear,  to  their  great  prejudice,  in  mere  ways  than, 
one.  And  befides,  how  painfull  will  the  refleftion  be  to  you, 
(if  ever  you  have  any  refleftion)  what  happy  circumftances  you 
might  have  been  in,  what  an  honourable  appearance  you  might 
have  made,  had  it  not  been  for  this  contemptible  quality !  But 
s  ftill  more  alarming  thought  is,  that  thofe  abilities  and  oppor- 
tunities of  improving  yourfelves,  and  being  ufeful  to  your  fel- 
low creatures,  which  God  hath  beftowed  on  you,  he  will  here- 
after call  yoii  to  anfwer  for :  and  he  hath  warned  you  before- 
.  hand,  that  the  unprofitable  and  flothjful  fervant^  who  hath  hid 
bis  talent  in  the  earth,  Jhall  be  caji  into  outer  darknefs  *. 

All  people  therefore,,  and  the  young  efpecially^  Ihould  keep 
themfelves,  not  only  etnployed,  but  employed  to  good  purpofe. 
Both  their  friends  and  they  fliould  be  very  careful,  not  to  di- 
reft  their  aim  to  a  wrong  point ;  for  there  are  unhappy  mif- 
takes  of  this  kind.  Such  things  are  frequently  made  the  ftudy 
and  bufinefs  of  life,  as  thofe  who  employ  themfelves  in  them 
had  much  better  know  nothing  of;  at  leaft  can  be  little  the 
better  for  knowing  ever  fo  well.     But  they  take  up  a  ground- 
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lefs  fancy  of  their  ovwi,  or  follow  a  weak  judgment  or  filly 
example  of  another ;  fet  their  whole  hearts  on  gaining  a  repu- 
tation in  fome  errant  trifle ;  and  fo,  with  great  pains^  become 
very  accompliflied,  and  good  for  notliing.  Not  that  (lighter 
accompliihments,  if  they  be  real  and  fuitable  to  our  ftation,  arc 

*  to  be  overlooked :  or  beginners  in  life  to  be  fevercly  blamed, 
if  they  do  place  a  little  higher  value  on  fuch  matters  than 
they  deferve.  But  much  care  fliould  be  taken  by  thofe  about 
them,  and  (till  more  by  themfelves,  (for  who  is  fo  nearly  in- 
terefted  ?)  that  occupations  of  mere  amufement  do  not  fill  up 
too  much  of  their  thoughts  or  time.  Perhaps  they  are  very 
innocent,  perhaps  they  are  very  elegant :  and  therefore  even 
the  well-difpofed,  ainpngft  others,  indulge  their  inclinations  for 
them  without  fcruple.  But  ft  ill  there  is  an  eflential  difference 
between  things  of  entertainment  only,  and  things  of  ufe  :  and 
young  people  fliould  be .  formed,  as  foon  as  poffible,  to  attend 
to  this  difference ;  and  fliould  always  rememljer,  that  the  fub- 
jefts  for  their  minds  to  dwell  upon,  the  employments  for  their 
days  to  be  fpent  in,  are  partly  the  particular  ones,  that  belong 
to  the  feveral  fituations,  in  which  they  are  now,  or  probably 
will  be  placed ;  partly  the  general  ones,  of  improving  their 
underftandings  in  proper  knowledge,  but  above  all,  their  hearts 

cin  the  love  of  God  and  their  duty  :  and  to  throw  away  life  up- 
on other  purfuits,  to  the  prejudice  of  thefe,  is  not  only  an  im- 
prudence, produfti ve  of  great  inconveniences  in  this  world ;  but 
a  fin,  juftly  liable  to  punifhme'nt  in  another. 

12.  And  laftly,  one  inflance  more  of  fobriety  of  mind,  which 
ought  to  be  facredly  regarded  by  the  young,  is  preferving  and 
exprefEng  a  due  eftcem  and  reverence  of  fuch  as  are  farther 
advanced  in  years.  It  is  true,  the  natural  temper  of  the  twa 
extremes  of  life  is  very  different :  but  providence  hath  kindly 
mixed  them  together  in  fociety,  for  mutual  benefit.  Undoubt- 
edly the  aged  are  fubjeft  to  imperfeftions  and  faults :  yet  pro- 
bably you  often  accufe  them  unjuftly :  or  if  not,  have  not  you 
imperfedions  and  faults  too,  upon  the  whole  more  juftly  dif- 
agreeable  to  them,  than  theirs  are  to  you  ?  Still  thefe  ought 
not  to  hinder  you  from  being  loved:  nor  fhould  thofe  hinder 
them  from  being  refpefted.  They  fhould  interpret  candidly 
the  fillies  of  your  inconfideratenefs  ;  and  you  in  return,  fliould 
pafs  over  the  little  failures  in  pomt  of  temper,  which  infirmi- 
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ties  may  render  very  excufable  in  them;  and  bear  with  the 
reftraints  of  poflibly  too  great  caution,  parfimony  and  regulari- 
ty: though  in  general  their  long  experiente  muft  have  made 
them  better  judges  of  thefe  points,  than  you  are  as  yeu  But 
indeed  it  will  for  the  moft  part  be  in  your  own  power,  to  take 
off  thefe  reftraints  from  yourfelves  in  a  great  meafure,  if  not 
entirely.  Check  but  that  levity,  which  raifes  in  them  fufpi- 
cions  of  you  ;  behave  fo,  that  you  may  fafely  be  trufted  ;  and 
endeavour  to  be  agreeable  to  them,  as  they  do  continually  to 
be  ufeful  to  you :  and  all  will  be  well.  ♦  Your  fprightlinefo 
and  gay  humour  was  unqueftionably  defigned  in  fome  degree 
to  comfort  and  enliven  their  declining  age.  Be  npt  unwilling 
therefore  to  fpend  fome  fliare  of  it  that  way  :  but  beftow  a  lit- 
tle of  your  chearfulnefs  upon  them,  in  the  feafon  when  you 
have  plenty  of  it,  and  you  will  give  them  a  great  deal  of  plea- 
fore,  when  they  want  it  very  much.  It  is  a  truly  good-na- 
tured part  to  do  fo..  It  is  a  proper  gratitude  for  the  many 
kindneffes  and  advantages  which  all  young  people  have  receiv- 
'  ed  from  their  friends  of  riper  years.  And  they  may  make  you 
large  amends  for  it,  often  in  your  worldly  interefts,  but  almoft 
conftantly  in  fuch  information  and  direftion,  as  will  do  you 
more  fervice,  than  all  your  agreeablenefs  can  afford  them  delight. 
Probably  it  is  hot  long,  that  they  will  continue  with  you. 
Study  .to  profit  as  much  as  you  can  by  them,  before  you  are 
left  to  yourfelv^ ;  and  give  them  fuch  a  profped  of  youf 
doing  well,  that  they  may  quit  the  world  with  comfort.  In 
every  common  art  and  bufinefs,  you  fliew  great  regard  to  ex- 
perienced inftruftors  :  and  can  they  fail  to  be  of  proportionable 
ufe  in  the  fcience  of  condudling  life,  the  moft  important  and 
moft  difficult  of  all  others  ?  Bcfiies,  the  refpedt,  which  you 
are  now  perhaps  unwilling  to  pay,  you  will  in  time  be  very 
uneafy,  if  you  do  not  receive.  Therefore,  preferve  a  rule  of 
behaviour,  that  you  will  one  day  find  your  own  account  in ; 
and  fijffer  it  not  by  your  fault,  to  be  loft  out  of  the  world  in 
the  mean  while. 

1  have  now  gone  through  my  defign.  If  in  the  profecution 
of  it,  I  have  urged  motives  of  a  .temporal,  as  well  as  a  fpiritu- 
?1  nature,  fo  hath  the  fcripture  in  a  multitude  of  places.  And 
if,  together  with  greater  duties,  I  have  recommended  fome  of 
Jeffer  moment  j  an^^  amongft  other  f^iulte,  cautioned  againft 
/  fevcral| 
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kvmlf  whieh  may  commonly  be  thought  not  to  amount  to 
fins:  yet  whoever  hath  a  juft  concern  for  thofe,  who  are  fet- 
ting  out  upon  the  journey  of  life,  will  think  they  need  every 
iifeful  admonition  for  the  way.  And  it  is  highly  requiiite, 
that  all  perfons,  efpecially  all  young  perfons,  ihould  cherilh, 
even  in  fmaller  inftances,  that  fobemefs  and  rightnefe  of  mind, 
which  elfe  will  foon  be  negleded  in  more  important  matters: 
following  confcientioufly  that  injundion  of  the  apofile,  with 
which  I  conclude*  Finalfy^  bretbnn^  whatforoer  things  are 
true^  wbatfoever  things  are  homnsrable^  whatfoever  things  are 
lovely  J  whatfoever  things  are  of  good  report :  "Tbefe  things  do : 
and  the  God  of  peace  Jball  be  with  you  *. 

^Phil.  iv.  «,  ^ 
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the  hoary  bead  is  a  crawn  of  glory  ^  if  it  he  found  in  the  "jJtty 
of  right eoufnefs. 

T  ONG  life  is  what  all  men  naturally  defire :  and  yet  to  moft 
ao  part  of  life  feems  to  have  much  happinefa  in  it  5  and 
that  part  leaft  of  alU  to  which  living  long  brings  them.  In 
their  younger  and  middle  years,  between  bufinefs  and  plea- 
fiire,  they  amufe  themfelves  with  tolerable  fuccefs.  But  old 
a^  difqualifies  them  by  degrees  from  reliihing  either  :  and  at 
the  fame  time,  that  it  takes  away  their  fupports,  adds  to  their 
burthen  too  ;  by  many  infirmities  of  body  and  mind,  which 
often  make  them  difagreeable  or  .contemptible  to  others,  and 
uneafy  to  themfelves.  Befides,  in  the  former  ftages  of  their 
journey,  fexpeftation  of  fomewhat  better  to  follow,  bears  men 
up ;  but  in  the  concluding  one,  this  world  hath  no  new  hopes 
to  preUent,  and  many  new  fears  arife  from  the  approaching 
neighbourhood  of  "another:  both  becaufe  dying  gives  terror^ 
when  living  gives  little  elfe  but  pain ;  and  becaufe  the  confe- 
quences  of  dying  muft  of  neceflity  be  viewed  with  moft  con- 
cern, when  we  have  leaft  room  left  to  fecure  their  being  fuch 
as  we  could  wifli. 

And  yet,  fince,  if  God  be  good,  life  muft  be  a  blefling ) 
long  life,  it  is  reafonable  to  conclude,  muft,  in  its  own  nature, 
he  proportionably  a  greater  blelEng.  For  we  cannot  think  he. 
Would  plant  in  us  the  defire  of  what  could  only  make  us  mife*« 
rable :  or  when  he  hath  ordered  every  thing  elfe  with  fuch  gra- 
cious forefight,  would  leave  any  portion  of  man's  being,  efpe- 
cially  that  which  is  the  maturity  of  it  here,  deftitute  of  pro^ 
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per  enjoyments.  Old  age  then,  how  much  foever  men  com- 
plain of  it,  furely  may  be  both  honourable  and  happy :  nay  in- 
deed we  have  pliiin  proofs,  that  in  fa£t  it  fometimes  is  fo,  as 
well  as  too  often  othierwife. 

It  is  therefore  a  very  ufeful  inquiry,  fince  the  thing  is  pofli- 
ble,  how  yve  fhall  fet  about  it ;  ^  what  way  we  fhall  take  to  ren- 
der that  part  of  our  lives  reputable  and  comfortable,  which  we 
are  fome  of  us  in,  moft  of  us  hoping  for,  and  all  of  us  travel- 
ling towards.  Now  to  this  queftion  the  text  gives  a  full  an- 
fwer,  'The  hoary  head  is  a  crown  of  glory,  if  it  be  found  in  the 
way  of  right eo;ifr:cfs.  Where  undoubtedly  fuch  glory  is  meant 
as  comes  attended  with ,  fatisfa£lion  and  delight.  Tt  is  very 
true,  much  of  our  happinefs  herc  arifes  from  things  not  in  oiir 
power;  a  good  conllitution  of  body,  a  compofed  and  chearful 
turn  of  mind,  an  advantageous  fituation  in  the  woild  at  firft, 
and  favourable  occurrences  afterwards.  But  ftill  the  far  great- 
eft  part  depends  on  our  own.  prudence.  And  fince  virtue  and 
piety  comprehend  the  chief  parts  of  prudence,  and  without  them 
there  can^  be  no  prudence  to  any  purpofe ;  the  wife  man  hath 
named  the  principal  thing,  right eoufnefs^  as  if  it  were  the  only 
one,  that  crowns  the  hoary  head  with  glory.  To  illuftrate  and 
coniirm  his  judgment  in  this  point,  I  (hall  endeavour  to  fliew, 

I.  What  afSftances  virtue  and  piety  contribute  towar43  mak- 
ing old  age  honourable  and  happy. 

II.  That  they  mufl  be  efl'^aual. 

I.  Now  they  contribute   to   this  end  by  two  means :  laying 
the  proper  foundations   for  it  in   the  former  part  of  life,   i(nd 
.leading  to  the  proper  behaviour  for  it  in  the  latter. 
I.  Laying  proper  foundations  in  the  former  part. 
Negle£l  of  right  condud  in  our  early  years  is  the  main  rea- 
,  fon,  that  our  advanced  ones  are  defpicable  and  miferable.     The 
irregularities  of  youth  make  old  age  infirm  and  painful,   when 
otiierwife  we  might  have  been  vigorous  and  gaj^  and  enjoyed 
^  an  autumn,  not  at  all  upon  the  v%fhole  inferior  to  the  fpring. 
The  idle  expences  of  youth  load  our  declining  days  with  per- 
plexities  and  dillrefibs,  when  a  little   timely  care  might  .have 
fecured  us  ever  after  from  anxitty,   and  furnifiied  us   with 
plenty  of  all  thii^gs  againil  the  time  when  we  need  it  moft. 
Negied  of  application'  to  proper  knowledge  in  the  beginning 
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of  our  courfe  leaves  us  deftitute,  through  all  the  concluCon  of 
it,  both  of  the  entertainment  and  the  rcfpe£l,  which  we  then 
peculiarly  want,  and  knowledge  is  peculiarlj  fitted  to  give. 
For  as  the  Son  of  Sirach  obferves,  If  thou  bqfl  gathered  no- 
thing irt  thy  youthj  how  canft  thou  find  any  thing  in  thine 
age*}  Again:  ^arljr  indulgence  of  ill  temper  mull  fix  a  habit, 
that  will  fill  our  life,  efpeciallj  the  clofe  of  it,  with  perpetual 
vexation  and  difquiet:  Default  of  cultivating  in  time  valuable 
friendiliips,  excludes  us  from  the  benefit  of  them,  when  they 
would  be  more  valuable  than  ever :  Default  of  educating  well 
thofe  who  belong  to  us,  makes  them  grow  up  to  be  curfes,  in- 
ftead  of  bleflings,  to  our  grey  hairs.  But,  above  all,  forget- 
ting our  Creator  in-  the  days  of  our  youth  f^  deprives  us  of 
thofe  jojful  hopes  that  revive  and  warm  the  decaying  frame, 
and  finks  us  down  under  the  heavieft  and  jufleft  apprehenfions 
and  terrors.  All  thefe  ^vils  virtue  and  religion  would  prevent : 
perhaps  entirely ;  at  leaft  in  a  great  meafure.  And  it  is  a 
dreadful  thing,  that  men  will  not  be  brought  to  confider  this 
foon  enough.  They  will  not  only  flight  the  motives  of  anor 
ther  life,  though  it  be  very  near  us  all,  but  will  fcarce  look  a 
fingle  ftep  before  them  in  this.  For  furely  did  they  fee  what 
they  are  doing,  and  believe  in  earneft,  that  they  are  em- 
ploying their  youth  *to  make  their  riper  age  unhappy,  they 
would  change  their  condudl.  But  all  thej  think  of  is,  to 
croud  into  a  fmall  fpace  as  much  fdf- indulgence  as  they  pofii- 
blj  can ;  till  they  almoft  dcftroy  the  reliih  of  that  by  excefs 
in  it;  and  abfolutely  all  regard  to  any  thing  better.  And 
then,  after  the  gay  madnefs  of  a  few  years,  what  remains  of 
life  grows  infipld  and  wearifome  ;  and  tl>e  reliefs  they  comr 
monly  fly  to  only  increafe  their  Ihame  and  wrctchednefs.  '  But 
right  behaviour  will  fecure  us  that  regard,  even  in  the  firft 
part  of  our  days,  which  we  mull  not  in  any  part  e:?:pe6t  with- 
out it.  For  honourable  age  is  not  that  which fiandeth  in  length 
^ftimey  nor  that  is  meafured  by  number  of  years  ^  B^t  wifdom 
u  the  grey  hair  unto  men^  and  an  unf potted  life  is  old  age  J. 

Thefe  confideratlons,  though  much  more  ufeful,  when  they 
are  thought  of  foon,  yet  are  never  too  late  to  be  highly  bene- 
ficial.    Indeed  our  condition  can  at  no  tilne   be  either  fo  bad 

X  2  or 

•  Ecclus.  XXV.  3.  t  Ecclef.  xii.  u 

\  ^yifJi.  iv.  8, 9. 


5l64  5^^  DAtits  of  the  Aged.  Ser.  XV» 

or  fo  good,  Bat  we  may  ftill  make  it  worfe  or  better,  as  we 
pleafe.  They  who  have  lived  ever  fo  ill/  may  by  undoing, 
las  far  as  they  can,  what  they  have  done  amifs,  prevent  the 
worft  confequences  of  it ;  aod  obtain,  in  a  fmall  time,  no  fmall 
degree  of  favour  from  God,  honour  from  men,  and  comfort  in 
themfelves  :  while  on  the  other  hand,  they  who  began  ever  fo 
well,  may  by  deviating  froni  their  duty  in  the  finifhing  pe- 
riod, overturn  all.  To  prevent  this,  it  is  needful  we  flioul4 
inquire  into  the 

2d  Method,  that  religion  and  virtue  take  to  crown  old  age 
with  glory:  which  is,  diredling  to  proper  behaviour  when 
that  age  comes.  And  fuch  behaviouc  confifts  again  in  two 
things  :  avoiding  the  faults,  to  which  we  are  then  peculiarly 
fubjeft  ;  and  praftifing  the  duties,  to  which  we  are  peculiarly 
|)0und. 

I .  Avoiding  the  faults,  to  which  we  are  then  peculiarly  fub- 
jeft.     And  here. 

The  moft  common  faults  which  perfons  in  years  ate  charged 
with,  often  unjuftly  and  inconfiderately,  but  fometimes  alfo 
with  too  jnuch  reafon,  are,  artfulnefs  and  infenfibility,  felfifti- 
nefs  and  avarice.  As  they  become,  hy  length  of  time,  more 
knowing  and  more  praftifed  in  the  ways  of  men,  they  con- 
trad  a  difincliiiation  to  frank  and  open  dealing,  and  are  apt  to 
carry  prudence  fo  far,  that  it  degenerates  into  craft.  Their 
tempers  alfo  growing  lefs  tender,  and  gradually  callous,  by 
feeing  and  going  through  the  various  evils  of  life,  they  have 
not  always  a  fufficient  fenfibility  of  heart  remaining,  to  enfure 
to  others  kind  and  compaffionate  ufage  from  them.  And  thefe 
are  fins  of  great  infamy  and  great  guilt ;  which  religion  and 
virtue  ,ftri£lly  prohibit;  and  both  enjoin  and  encourage  the 
moft  honourable  fairnefs  and  friendlieft  humanity,  as  ordinari- 
ly conducive  to  our  intereft  as  well  as  credit  in  this  world, 
and  certainly  the  way  to  endlefs  felicity  in  the  next. 

With  the  errors  juft  mentioned,  is  ufually  conne<5led  one, 
pf  very  bad  repute,  yet  very  frequent  in  old  age,  a  mean  and 
penurious  behaviour.  Tliey  ]jbo  are  fparing  in  their  young- 
ier  days  feldom  fail  to  be  much  more  thrifty  in  their  decline : 
and  fometimes  the  profufe,  when  they  leave  off  that  folly,  en- 
deavour to  make  amends  for  it  by  running  into  the  oppofite. 
Yet,  one  Ihoi^d  think,  the  aged,  as  of  all  perfons  they  are  in 
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^  leaft  danger  of  wanting^  fliould  be  the  leaft  fond  of  hoard-, 
ing,  and  the  fartheft  from  ftrong  attachments  to  the  world,  as 
they  are  the  neareft  to  having  done  with  it.     Perhaps  indeed 
longer  experience  of  the  viciffitudes  of  things  gives  them  live- 
lier apprehenfions  of  what  may  Itill  happen.     But  as  no  pro- 
vifion  can  abfolutely  fecure  them,  going  beyond  the  bounds  of 
TCafonable  caution  is  taking  much  pains  to  little  purpofe.  Lay- 
ing up  for  poflerity  is  another  excufe,  and  very  often  a  falfc 
otie.    For  where  they  have  no  one  at  all,  that  either  nature  or 
reafoa  binds  them  to  lay  up  for,  they  will  be  as  anxiouflj 
iufy  and  frugal,  as  if  they  had  ever  fo  many  :    a  cafe  Which 
'Solomon  hath  defcribed  admirably  well,     ^here  is  one  alone^ 
and  there,  is  not  ajecond:  yea  he  hath  neither  chiid  nor  hro^ 
tier :  yet  there  is  no  end  of  all  his  labour^  neither  is  bis  ey§ 
fatisfied  with  riches  ;   neither  faith  he^  For  whom  do  I  labour ^ 
€ind  bereave  my  foul  of  good^    TChis  dlfo  is  vanity  ;  yea^  it  is  a 
fore  travel*.      Probably  indeed  fomewhat  of  the  induftrious 
and  faving  turn  was  allotted  by  the  wifdom  of  providence  to 
old  perfons  in  general,  becaufe  mod  of  tht- m  have  young  ones 
depending  on  them,  that  need  it.     And  if  they  have,  to  negled: 
them  for  the  fake  of  indulging  their  own  plcafure  or  indolence, 
is  unnatural  wickednefs.     But  ftill,  fparing  and  accumulating 
without  reafon  or  ufe,  is  both  fin  and  folly.     The  chief  in- 
dacementg  to  it  fcem  to  be,  that,  former  gratifications  lofing 
thdx  agreeablenefs,    men  are  driven  to  take  up   with  this : 
which  alfo  they  look  on  as  the  moft  certain  means  of  making 
thofe  about  them,  for  their  own  intereft,  behave  well  to  them. 
But  furely  they  had  much  better,   with  refped  to  themfelves, 
have  pitched  at  the  firft  on  fuch  proper  things  for  the  objects 
i)f  their  efteem  and  deiire,  as  they  could  not  fail  of  delighting 
in  to  the  laft  ;   arid  with  refped  to  others,   it  is  far  wifer  to 
aim  at  real  regard  from  them,  by  virtuous   inftruclion  given 
them,   and   prudent   kindnefs   exercifed   continually    toward^ 
them,  than  to  be  content  with  this  wretched  method  ofprocu- 
curing  by  hoards  of  wealth  a  mere  pretence  of  regard  from 
them.     For  they  who  on  fuch  grounds  pay  court  to  the  aged 
outwardly,  can  fcarce  avoid  defpiling  and  hating  them  inward- 
ly; and  fometimes  long  for  their  deaths,   as  nothing  is  to  be 
^xpedcd  from  them  during  their  lives.     Inftead  therefore  of 
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thus  tormenting  themfelves  and  thofe  about  tlicm,  old  ttttefl 
fliould  throw  afide  needlefs  cares,  and  venture  to  partake  of 
fitting  comforts  :  enjoy  good  chearfullj  themfelves,  and  do 
good  chearfullj  to  others.  For  why  fliould  we  not  chufe  to 
be  thanked  and  bled  for  thofe  afts  of  beneficence  now,  which, 
if  we  omit  till  we  die,  it  will  be  faid  we  only  beftowed  what 
we  could  not  keep  :  whereas  if  we  give  when  we  might  have 
withheld,  this  is  a  voluntary  facrifice,  and  an  evidence  to  our 
own  hearts,  as  well  as  to  the  world,  that  we  a£l:  from  a  right 
principle. 

Some  indeed  cannot  part  with  much  before-hand :  and  to 
►  part  with  all,  is  feldom  or  never  difcreet.  The  advice  of  the 
Preacher  hath  in  general  a  very  juft  foundation  :  Give  not  thy 
fon^  thy  hr other  or  friend ^  power  over  thee  while  thou  livefl^ 
and  give  not  thy  goods  to  another^  leji  it  repent  thee,  and  thou 
entreat  for  the  fame  again*  For  better  is  it^  that  thy  children 
Jhould  feek  to  thee^  than  that  thou  Jhouldft  fland  to  their  cour-^ 
tefy.  In  all  thy  works  keep  to  thyfelf  the  pre-efninence : — at 
the  time  when  thou  fhalt  end  thy  days^  diflrihute  thine  inherit' 
ance  *.  But  then,  on  the  other  hand,  to  grudge  thofe  who  be- 
long to  us  the  expence  of  a  proper  education,  or  what  is  re- 
quifite  for  difpofing  of  them  decently  in  the  world ;  to  deny 
them  the  means  of  appearing  fuitably  to  their  rank,  and  keep 
them  in  ft  raits,*  while  we  have  fuperfluities  ourfelves,  is  very 
cruel,  and  equally  pernicious.  In  all  likelihood,  either  they 
will  grow  niggardly  in  imitation  of  us,  or  extravagant  from 
hatred  to  us  ;  or  their  fpirits  will  be  broken,  or  their  oppor- 
tunities of  advancing  themfelves  loft :  or  if  they  fliould  do 
well,  in  fpight  of  our  ill  beliaviour  to  them,  what  thanks  can 
we  poiTibly'  deferve  from  them,  though  we  do  leave  them  at^ 
laft,  what  they  would  have  been  much  more  obliged  to  us  for 
a  moderate  ftiare  of,  prudently  beftowed  fome  years  before  ? 
And  this  holds,  not  only  concerning  our  relations,  but  all  our 
ether  dependants,  and  indeed  the  poor  alfo  :  that  when  they 
want  it,  and  v/e  can  afford  it,  the  fooner  wx  are  liberal  to 
them,  the  better.  And  therefore  the  fame  perfon,  who  was 
the  author  of  the  foregoing  rule,  delivers  alfo  the  following  : 
J)o  good  unto  thy  friend  before  thou  die  :  and  according  to  thy 
ithility  Jl retch  out  thy  handy  and  give  to  him  f. 

Thus 
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Thus  then  religion  and  virtue  dtreft  the  aged  to  avoid  the 
faults  of  that  warinefs  of  temper,  to  which  the/  are  peculiarly 
inclined.  And  another  fault,  of  which  they  are  in  no  little 
danger,  but  cautioned  againft  it  by  the  fame  means,  is  that  of 
giving  improperly  and  unequitable  what  they  do  give,  Qitiler  iu 
their  lives  or  at  their  deaths.  Now  and  then  perhaps  the  va- 
nitj  of  doing  generous  and  charitable  adions  makes  them  too 
Jiegligent  of  their-  families.  But  much  oi'tener  the  vanity  of 
railing  a  family  make^  them  negligent  of  the  needy  and  the 
worthy,  their  fervants,  their  intimates,  their  relatians,  Hay,  it 
maj  be,  their  very  children,  excepting  one  ;  upoiv  v^liom  they 
heap  all  they  can,  and  leave  every  one  el(e  difappointed  of 
what  they  had  reafon  to  exped,  and  perhaps  in  diflrefs  for 
want  of  it.  Sometimes  a  different  fort  of  evil  happens  :  the 
aged  are  impofed  on  by  artful  people,  that  get  about  them,  and 
ingratiate  tJiemfelves  by  flattery  and  compliance  and  officiouf- 
nefe,  till  they  obtain  intereft  enough  to  carry  every  point  they 
will,  in  their  own  favour,  or  for  the  advantage  of  thofe  that 
employ  them  ;  and  fupplant  others,  that,  in  neamefs,  or  in  true 
defert,  either  ftan^  before  them,  or  at  leaft  on  a  level  with 
them.  Nor  are  the  aged,  with  all  their  caution,  by  any  means 
fo  mach  on  their  guard  againft  thefe  wretches  as  they  ought. 
At  other  times  the  fault  is  more  intirely  their  own.  They 
fuffer  little  piqued  and  prejudices  to  influence  them,  contrary 
to  the  jufteft  motives,  and  their  own  former  kmd  intentions. 
Now  this  is  very  hard  and  wrong ;  that  a  groundlefs  diflike, 
or  a  trifling  oflTence,  or  even  every  great  offence,  fhould  change 
a  rcafonable  difpofition  of  things  :  above  all,  when  perhaps  ex- 
peftations  have  been  given,  and  the  world  made  acquainted 
^ith  them,  and  fteps  in  life  taken  m  confequence  of  them. 
Whatever  right  they  may  plead  to  do  as  they  will  with  their 
own,  they  are  not  at  liberty  to  ad  thus ;  but  ought  to  look  on 
the  proper  difpofal  of  their  fortunes  as  a  matter  of  confciencc ; 
and  take  into  ferious  confidepation  every  circumftance  that 
fiiould  naturally  have  weight  in  the 'cafe.  Nejirnefs  of  rela- 
tion is  a  ground  of  preference,  which  fliould  never  be  difre- 
garded  without  the  ilrongefl  motives  to  the  contrary  :  Mo- 
tives, which  not  only  we  ourfelves  think  fufficient,  but  other 
good  and  wife  perfons,  uninterefted  in  the  cafe,  allow  to  be 
fnch.  Farther  claims,  never  to  be  overlooked  when  we  have 
ability  for  taking  notice  of  them,  are  kindnefles  formerly  ra.^ 

ceived, 


x68  ^s  Duties  of  tie  Agei.  Sk  R.  XV. 

ceivcd,  promifes  given,  kngth  and  faithfalntfs  of  fervice  or  at- 
tendance, merit,  want.  And  all  thefe  demands  tke  uncertainty 
of  life  admonifties  every  one  to  provide  for  paying  as  foon  as 
he  can  ;  but  the  certain  approach  of  death  requires  the  old  not 
to  pdftpoae  it  a  fingle  day.  And  performing  this  duty,  as 
they  ought,  is  one  valuable  inftance  of  righteoufnefs,  which 
will  give  them  comfort  in  their  own  breads,  procure  them  re- 
gard (fo  far  as  it  is  known)  whilft  they  live,*  and  do  them  laft- 
in^  honour  when  tliey  die. 

Another  danger,  to  which  the  aged  are  yet  more  peculiarly 
cxpofed,  is  ill  temper.  Decay  of  fpirits,  and  lofs  of  ftrength, 
joined  often  with  beginning  dilbrders,  whichlthey  feel  in  then^ 
felves,  before  others  perceive  it,  are  very  apt  to  make  them 
fretful  and  impatient :  a  thing  fo  natural,  that  the  young  and 
healthy  ftiould  make  large  allowances  for  what  they  may  wapt 
allowance  for  themfelves,  fooner  than  they  imagine.  But  the 
old  and  infirm  {hould  conlider,  that  the  feveral  ages  of  life  have 
dieir  fe\xral  trials  affigued  tliem ;  and  this  is  one  of  theirs : 
which  virtue  and  religion  as  much  require  they  fhould  not  be 
overcome  by,  as  tliat  the  young  {hould  not  give  way  to  any 
of  the  temptations  which  befet  them.  Being  out  of  humour 
without  knowing  why,  is  childifc  weaknefs.  Being  fo,  be- 
cauile  we  perceive  ourfelves  dedining,  is  quarrelling  with  the 
conilitutlon  of  things,  and  with  Providence  itfelf.  And  though 
our  decline  be  attended  with  wearifomenefs,  anil  even  pain,  yet 
peeviihnefs  under  tliefe  will  only  add  to  them.  Befides,  it  is 
very  hard,,  that  thofe  about  us  muft  be  made  to  fuffer  more 
than  is  neceffary,  becaufe  we  are  uneafy  ;  and  it  is  great  odds,^ 
but  they  will  Ihew  they  think  it  hard  by  fuch  behaviour  as 
will  augment  our  uneafincfs  :  whereas  bearing  with  mildnefs 
and  patience,  for  the  fliort  time  we  have  left  to  bear,  what 
God  ple^fes  to  lay  upon  us,  is  exprefling  a  refignation  very 
acceptable  to  him,  and  a  fweetnefs  of  difpofition  very  delight- 
ful to  all  that  fee  it.  They  who  ad  thus  will  feldom  fail  to 
be  attended  on  with  pleafure  ;  to  have,  as  they  well  deferve, 
every  expreiHon  of  regard  and  tendernefs  ihewn  tiiem,  and  e- 
^tiy  method  taken,  whicli  love  and  pity  can  invent,  to  allevi- 
ate their  fufferings. 

It  is  therefore  botli  the  duty  and  the  wifdom  of  the  aged 
ftadiouily  to  preferve  a  compofed  and  even  mind ;  to  look  up- 
j$Kk  things  iji  the  moft  pleafing  view  they  can  \  to  turn  their 
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thoughts  and  difcotirfe  to  make  others  chearful  whetl  they 
can  5  at  leaft  to  appear  willing  and  indined  to  let  others  make 
them  fo ;  and  when  they  cannot  rife  to  any  height  of  good  hu- 
mour, to  keep  however  from  falling  into  bad* 

But  inftead  of  afting  thus,  too  often  they  increafe  the  mo- 
rofenefs,  which  their  own  infirmities  '^breed  m  them,  by  a 
much  lefs  excufable  fault,  a  malevolent  envy  at  the  health  and 
ftrength  and  gaiety  of  others.  Now  this  is  highly  blameable ; 
inftead  of  riling  from  the  feaft  contented  and  thankful  guefts, 
to  grudge  thofe  who  come  after  them  what  they  have  already 
had  their  fiiare  of,  and  may  ilill  have  a  further  and  very  enter- 
taining one,  if  they  pleafe ;  by  continuing  candid  fpeftators  of 
thofe  fcenes,  in  which  their  time  to  aft  is  paft*  But  the  plea-i 
fure,  which  perhaps  they  might  otherwife  take  in  fuch  a  view^ 
is  frequently  palled  by  a  fufpicion,  that  their  company  is  want- 
ed no  longer ;  that  all  about  them  are  grown  weary  of  them^ 
wiih  them  dead  and  out  of  the  way.  Now  indeed  where  at 
any  time  this  is  true,  that  young  perfons  murmur  ar  the  good- 
nefs  of  God  in  granting  their  parents  and  friends  that  length 
of  days,  which  they  will  certainly  in  their  turns,  (whatever 
they  think,  now)  defire  for  themfelves  ;  it  is  both  io  wicked^ 
and  ufually  fo  ungrateful  and  imprudent  too,  that  no  wonder 
if  it  raifes  great  concern  in  thofe  to  whom  it  relates  :  which 
however  they  will  do  much  better  to  conceal  and  moderate^ 
than  exprefs  and  indulge.  But  then  to  imagine  fuch  a  things 
without  evident  caufe,  is  giving  ourfelves  as  much  needleft 
uneafinefs,  and  doing  the  perfon  fufpefted  as  grievous  injuftice^ 
as  well  can  be.  Human  creatures  are  but  feldom  fo  unnatu* 
ral :  and  excepting  a  few,  who  are  very  profligate,  they  hardly* 
ever  think  the  lives  of  others  too  long,  unlefs  they  find  their 
own  made  unhappy  by  them,  without  deferving  it.  Therefore 
let  us  but  be  fure  to  take  care  of  our  behaviour,  and  be  out 
ftay  what  it  will,  w^e  fliall  feldom  if  ever  have  ground  to  doubt 
our  welcome.  'Jealoufy  in  all  cafes,  but  efpecialfy  when  at* 
tended  with  its  moll  common  attendant^  ill  temper,  is  the  like* 
Keft  way  in  the  world  to  make  that  true,  which  it  apprehends 
to  be  fo.  Thofe  therefore,  who  would  prevent  their  deaths 
being  longed  for,  muil  make  their  lives,  if  pofEble,  agreeable; 
and  ulefal.  They  mufl  be  doing  things  for  the  benefit  and  fa* 
tisfaftion  of  the  generation  that  is  rifing  under  them ;  and  give 
them  what  profpeft  they  are  able  of  being  well  paid  for  wait-* 
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ing  a  while.  Thej  mull  fliew  themfelves  eafy  to  be  plcafed, 
and  receive  kindlj  the  regards  paid  them,  and  the  fervices  done 
them  ;  neither  refenting  it,  nor  wondering  at  it,  if  there  be 
fome  failures  in  both  ;  as  doubtlefs  there  were  formerly  in  their 
own  behaviour  at  the  fame  age.  They  muft  endeavour  to  make 
the  time  that  young  people  fpend  with  them  not  only  as  im- 
proving, but  as  eafy  as  they  well  can ;  and  after  all,  not  require 
too  much  of  it  •  but  both  allow,  and  indeed  contrive  for  them, 
fuch  proper  feafons  of  innocent  relaxation  and  amufement  elfe^ 
where,  as  it  muil  be  known  they  cannot  but  defire.  They  who 
in  their  early  days  were  treated  with  this  humanity  themfelves, 
are  inexcufable  unlefs  they  afterwards  treat  others  with  the 
fame :  and  fuch  as  were  not,  ftiould  remember,  not  only  how 
llri6lly  they  were  bred  up,  but  how  hardly  they  bore  it,  and 
how  unreafonable  they  thought  it. 

At  prefent  indeed  too  great  indulgence  is  much  the  com- 
moner fault,  and  will  certainly  appear,  (may  I  not  fay,  hath  a- 
bundantly  appeared  already?)  to  be  a  moll  fatal  error;  worfeby 
far  than  any  moderate  degree  of  over- great  rigour.  But  the 
extremity  of  it  may  be  full  as  bad  as  total  negligence.  The 
one  makes  thofe  that  are  guilty  of  it  defpifed ;  the  other  makes 
them  hated ;  and  which  bids  faireft  to  ruin  thofe  that  are  edu- 
cated under  its  influence  would  be  hard  to  fay.  Somdimes 
the  fame  perfons  have  both  thefe  faults  at  once.  Their  fa- 
vourites can  do  no  nothing  wrong ;  thofe  out  of  favour  nothing 
right.  And  fuch  partiality  is  the  readied  way  to  fpoil  both. 
To  the  former  it  is  a  dangerous  privilege :  to  the  latter,  a  pro- 
vocation that  may  drive  them  to  defpair:  ar^d  the  importance 
of  each  error  demands  our  utmoft  care  to  avoid  it,  by  prefer- 
ving  an  impartial  and  confiderate  condu«Sl.  On  the  one  hand, 
youiig  people  ought  abfolutely  to  be  rellrained  from  criminal 
pleafures,  and  obliged  to  fuch  application  and  employment  of 
themfelves,  as  their  duty  and  condition  require.  Nay,  what- 
ever hath  but  a  tendency  to  make  them  wicked  or  ufelefs,  mull, 
in  proportion  to  that  tendency,  be  difcou raged  *and  prohibited. 
For  elderly  perfons  are  far  from  having  the  fenfc  they  ought, 
cither  of  their  pall  fins  or  their  prefent  obligations  y  if  becaufc 
they  had  formerly  vices  themfelves,  they  indulge  thofe  who  be* 
long  to  them  in  the  fame  vices  now.  But  then,  on  the  other 
fide,  It  is  a  grievous  fault  too,  if  the  confcioufnefs  of  their  own 
youthful  irregularities- induce  them,  when  they  are  old,  to  fuf- 

pea 


Ser.  XV.  T^e  Duties  of  the  Aged.  171 

peft  and  condemn  others  without  reafon.  For  what  can  be 
more  unrighteous  than  to  punifli  the  innocent,  or  think  no  one 
is  innocent  merely  becaufe  we  know  ourfelves  to  have  been  guil- 
tj  ?  Nor  is  another  conclufion,  though  frequently  drawa^  hy  anj 
means  a  jufl  one,  that  in  our  younger  days  wx  were  under  fuch 
and  fuch  reftraints ;  perhaps  too,  (if  we  have  not  forgot)  were  > 
tolerably  well  contented  with  them ;  and  therefore  no  one  that 
belongs  to  us  fliall  ever  have  any  greater  liberty.  But  we 
fliould  remember,  that  diiFerent  tempers  require  different  treat- 
ment: and  even  the  cuftoms  of  different  ages^muft  have  allow- 
ances made  to  them,  and  in  fome  mcafure  ,be  complied  with. 
It  is  very  natural  for  the  aged  to  think  highly  of  the  pradlic^s 
of  their  own  times,  and  be  difpleafed  with  the  novelties  which 
another  generation  introduces.  Nor  can  it  be  denied  but  in 
feveral  refpeds  there  is  at  prefent  fuificient  foundation  for  fuch 
diflike.  Bur  this  however  mufl  not  be  carried  too  far.  In 
matters  that  are  indifferent  it  is  of  no  importance  v  hat  .ufages 
prevail:  or  if  a  lefs  becoming,  orlcfs  convenient  one,  doth  take 
place,  provided  that  be  all,  the  harm  is  net  great.  The  world 
hath  always  had  its  follies  of  this  fort  as  well  as  others  :  only, 
when  they  are  out  of  date,  they  are  foon  forgotten.  And 
though  we  ihould  careTuUy  difpofe  young  people,  to  comply 
with  the  diftates  of  good  fenfe,  even  in  the  leaft  things,  becaufe 
that  leads  them  to  do  fo  in  greater;  yet  their  fmuller  deviations 
from  it  mull  be  borne  with  :  and  to  inveigh  againll  thefe  as 
heinous  crimes,  is  confounding  the  diftin^lions  of  things ;  and, 
by  overftraining  the  point  in  trifles,  we  lofe  the  regard,  that 
might  elfe  be  paid  us  in  articles  of  importance. 

And  indeed  more  confide rable  inflances  of  mifbehaviour  in 
youth,  ought  to  be  animadverted  on  by  the  elder  with  due  mo- 
deration. For  the  heart  may  not  be  near  fo  wrong,  as  the  out- 
ward adbion :  and  prudent  gentlcneis  will  often  reclaim  thofe, 
whom  harlh  treatment  will  cxalperate  l)eyon3  recovery :  efpe- 
cially  if  they  can  perfuade  themfelves,  as  they  eafily  do,  that 
any  part  of  it  is  unjufl.  Therefore  it  fhould  be  a  conflant  rule, 
to  hear  them  patiently  in  their  own  defence;  admit  their  excu- 
fes,  as  far  as  they  arc  at  all  well  grounded  ;  and  place  their  fail- 
ings before  them  in  that  point  of  view,  which  is  likelieft  to  con- 
vince their  judgement,  and  gain  their  efteem:  for  till  that  is 
done,  nothing  is  done  efFeftually.  To  this  end  they  fhould  al- 
iva^s  be  permitted  the  freedom  of  a  decent  reply  \  and  if  they 
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fhpuld  fometimes  abufe  that  freedom  a  little,  taking  a  tnild  no* 
tice  of  it  will  generally  he  the  heft  way  to  fhame  them,  or  at 
leaft  fhould  be  tried  firft. 

There  is  likewife,  in  matters  which  are  at  all  difputable,  a- 
nother  motive  for  this  conduft.  Uadoubtedly,  in  general,  the 
aged  have  had  by  far  the  greateft  opportunities  for  feeing  and 
weighing  things  ;  and  are  the  iitteft  judges  of  their  nature  and 
confequences.  The  prefumption  is  intirely  on  the  fide  of  their 
opinion:  and  this  ought  to  be  confidered  much  more  than  it  is. 
But  then  they  have  not  always  ufed  their  opportunities  to  the 
beft  advantage.  They  may  have  ftood  ftill  a  great  while  with- 
out improvement ;  and  confequently  be  in  fome  refpetEls  behin4 
thofe,  whom  in  years  they  precede.  It  is  not  impoflible,  but 
the  notions,  by  which  they  judge  now,  may  have  been  taken , 
up  altogether  accidentally  af  firft,  when  they  were  as  raw  an4 
thoughtlefs,  as  thofe  whom  they  direft  and  reprove.  Or,  how- 
'  ever,  though  in  plain  matters,  as  known  duties  and  fins,  and  al- 
lowed inftances  of  common  prudence  ^nd  grofs  folly,  we  cannot 
be  miftaken  ;  yet  in  others,  the  wifeft  may  feme  times  judge 
wrong,  and  the  moft  unexperienced  hit  upon  the  truth.  Mild- 
nefs  of  temper  and  fpeech  therefore  is  very  ufeful,  on  this  ac- 
count amopgft  others,  that  if  we  fhould  happen  to  miftake,  we 
may  cpnfefs  it  without  reluftance  or  lofs  of  credit ;  (for  it  will 
be  in  vain  ^to  think  of  concealing  it ;)  and  may  deferve  more 
rcfpe^l,  inftead  of  lefs,  from  thofe  whom  we  tieat  with  fo  roucl^ 
fairnefs,  and  condefcenfion.  When  both  fides  are  ingenuous 
(enough  to  aft  thiis ;  \yhep  a  fuperior  in  years  can  frankly  yield 
to  the  better  argument  of  a  younger  than  himfelf,  and  the 
younger  in  return  behave  with  modeftj^,  and  a  fort  of  decent 
confufion,  at  the  advantage  he  hath  happened  to  gain  ;  it  is  hard 
to  fay,  which  charader  is  the  moft  amiable  ;  and  it  is  great 
pity  that  both  are  fo  rare. 

I  muft  not  proceed  further  at  prefent :  and  pofllbly  fome  may 
think,  I  have  dwelt  too  much  alrea4y  on  particulars,  not  import* 
ant  enough  to  be  looked  on  as  religious  obligations  :  and  that  this 
fort  of  preaching  is  not  prqachii^g  chriftianity.  But  I  beg  them  to 
ponfider,  that  the  dcfign  of  the  gofpelis  to  make  us  good  in  fmall 
matters,  as  well  as  great ;  happy  in  our  prefent  ftate,  as  well 
as  our  future :  that,  for  want  of  obferving  fuch  rules,  as  I 
have  now  given,  much  wickednefs  and  much  raiieiy  obtain 
in  die  world ;  and  when  tliey  arc  negleded,  as  they  are  too  of- 
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ten,  by  perfons  profejjing  godlinefs  *,  their  profeffion  is  diflio- 
noured,  and  their  lalvation  endangered.  The  common  duties 
therefore  of  common  life,  from  the  higheft  to  the  loweft,  muft 
be  diftinftly  fet  forth,  and  earneillj  inculcated.  But  then  it 
mui}  be  conf^aQtlj  i^i^derftood  at  the  fame  time»  that  we  have 
not  ftrength  to  perform  any  duties,  but  through'  the  grace  of 
Chrift :  nor  will  our  performances  be  accepted  and  rewarded, 
bat  through  the  merits  of  Chrilt.  Always  remember  there- 
fore, what  furely  you  need  not  always  be  told,  that  as  the  branch 
cannot  bear  fruit  of  itfelf  except  it  abide  in  the  vine^  no  mort 
can  we,  except  we  abide  in  him  :  he  is  the  vine^  we  are  the 
branches:  he  that  abidetb  in  ChriJI^  and  Chrijl  in  him,  the  fame 
Hngeth  forth  much  fruit :  for  without  him  we  can  do  no^ 
thing  f. 

*  I  Tinji  i).  la.  t  John  xv.  4,  5- 
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^e  hoary  head  is  a  crown  of  glory  ^  if  it  he  found  in  the  way 
of  right eoufnefi, 

n^HE  uncaSneffes  of  life  in  every  period  of  it  are  many,  and 
often  heavy :  but  old  age  abounds  with  fuiFerings  beyond 
the  reft.  Some  of  thefe  proceed  unavoidably  from  our  make, 
and  the  fituation  in  which  we  are  placed  ;  but  fo  much  a  larger 
fliare  from  our  own  ill  conduft,  that  the  wifeft  of  men  hath  not 
feared  to  pronounce  in  the  text,  that  an  uniform  courfe  of  reli- 
gion and  virtue  would  crown  even  that  part  of  our  days  with 
honour  and  happinefs,  in  which  we  are  too  commonly  defpifed 
by  others,  and  wretched  within  ourfelves.    * 

To  illuftrate  and  confirm  a  truth  fo  inftruSive  and  important, 
I  have  propofed  to  fliew  from  thefe  words, 

I.  What  affiftances  religion  and  virtue  contribute  to  this  moft 
iefirable  end. 

II.  That  they  muft  b(?  efFeftual. 

Now  the  firft  way,  as  you  have  already  feen,  in  which  re- 
ligion and  virtue  contribute  to  render  old  age  honourable  and 
happy,  is  by  diredling  us,  in  the  former  part  of  life,  to  make 
the  neceflary  provilions  for  its  being  fo :  not  to  ruin  our  healtlis 
beforehand  by  irregularities,  nor  cur  fortunes  by  extravagance; 
not  to  make  our  grey  hairs  contemptible  for  want  of  timely 
application  to  ufeful  knowledge  and  bufinefs,  nor  hateful  by  a 
preceding  life  of  injuftice  or  ill-nature  ;  nor  fill  our  fouls  with 
terrors,  when  our  latter  end  approaches,  by  forgetting  our  Crea- 
tgr  in  our  youth.  For  thefe  are  burthens,  with  which  we' need 
sot,  unleft  we  will,  load  our  declining  years. 
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I  then  fiiewed  you,  that  after  this  previous  care,  virtue  and 
religion  direi^  us,  how  to  behave  aright,  when  the  time  comes  to 
avoid  the  temptations,  and  praclife  the  duties,  which  it  bring* 
along  with  it,  i 

I.  To  avoid  the  temptations. 

Amongft  thefe,  one  capital  danger  is  that  of  a  feliiih  difpofi- 
tlon ;  which  tog  frequently  manifells  its  peculiar  bad  influence 
on  the  aged,  in  artifice  and  fraud,  hard-heartednefs  and  infenfi- 
bility ;  unfeafonable  and  immoderate  worldly  purfuits  ;  in  their 
denying  themfelves  what  is  fit ;  or  grudging  to  beftow  on 
others,  what  neamefs  of  blood,  or  promifes  made,  or  expeftations 
raifed,  or  gratitude,  or  friendihip,  or  generofity,  or  charity,  re- 
quire. And  befides  all  this,  they  are  very  liable  to  give  im- 
properly and  unequitably  what  they  do  give.  Another  fault, 
that  greatly  diminlfhes  both  the  honour  and  the  comfort  of  the 
old,  is  ill  temper :  fometimes  arifing  from  their  own  infirmities, 
and  envy  at  the  health  and  gaiety  of  others  j  fometimes  from 
thinking,  that  they  are  not  refpefted  and  efteemed  enough,  and 
indulging  fufpicions  that  their  death  is  wilhcd  for  ;  fometimes 
again,  from  feeing  younger  people,  efpecially  thofe  under  their 
care,  conduA  themfelves  in  a  manner  they  difapprove. 

Under  each  of  thefe  particulars,  I  laid  before  you  the  max- 
ims and  methods,  which  virtue  and  religion  prefcribo,  for  the 
avoiding  of  di (honour  and  happinefs  in  the  concluding  fcenes 
of  life.  I  now  proceed  to  an  error  of  a  different  nature  ;  into 
which  they,  who  efcape  the  former,  frequently  fall,  though  e- 
qually  contrary  to  the  rule  of  duty ;  I  mean  fondnefs  for  unal- 
lowable gratifications  and  amufements. 

Vicious  pleafures  in  old  age  are  doubly  immoral.  Offences 
agalnfl  modeily  and  chaflity  at  that  time  of  life  are  unnatural, 
void  of  all  excufe,  and  deliver  over  thofe  who  commit  them  to 
a  moft  peculiar  fort  of  contempt.  Offences  againft  fobriety  and 
temperance,  far  from  cheering  and  enlivening,  in  any  proper 
manner,  opprefs  and  precipitate  declining  age ;  and  turn  the 
wifdom,  which  Ihould  procure  reverence  to  the  hoary  head,  in- 
to grofs  and  often  public  childiflmefs,  if  not  worfe.  Continuing 
therefore  to  thefe  years  in  follies,  which  we  ought  never  to  havo 
begun,  is  exceedingly  bad :  and  nothing  but  beginning  them  at 
thefe  years,  of  which  there  are  fome^mes  examples,  can  be 
worfe. 

But  fuppofe  old  perfons  pnly  to  4ote  upon  innocent  levites, 
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they  muft  cxpeiS:  to  be  ridicraled  for  it  by  the  livelier  part  of 
the  w«rld,  and  lamented  by  the  more  ferious.  That  no  pre- 
vailing tafte  for  any  thing  more  valuable,  fhould  be  even  yet 
acquired,  is  very  deplorable :  and  throwing  away,  in  this  idle 
manner,  the  fmall  remainder  of'  their  days,  after  all  the  forego- 
ing part,  wull  render  their  cafe  completely  wretched.  A  life 
"Well  fpent  hitherto,  would  have  made  better  wfeys  of  employing 
their  time  agreeable  now :  and^  one  ill  fpeht  will  make  them 
abfolutely  neceflary.  Not  that  the  aged  are  to  be  totally  deb;iv 
red  from  fitting  relaxations.  Very  often,  by  reafon  of  infir- 
TOittes  of  body  or  mind,  fome  indulgences  of  that  fort  become 
highly  requifite  for  them.  And  indeed,  utdefs  there  be  very 
particular  occafion  requiring  it,  old  age  is  not  the  feafon  for' 
men  to  increafe  their  application  to  any  thing  that  fatigues 
them  ;  but  to  moderate  it  gradually,  and  give'  themfelves  eafe 
in  proportion  as  they  need  it.  Befides,  it  is  a  'good-natured 
part,  fometimes  to  join  a  little  in  the  diverfions  of  the  young  ; 
which  alfo  we  may  be  able  thus,  much  more  effefl;ually  tharf 
by  any  other  way,  to  fupetintend  and  bring  under  prudent  re- 
gulations. But  to  make  this,  or  any  thing  'elfe,  a  pretence  for 
gratifying  inclinations,  that  we  are  afhamed  of  owning ;  to  fill 
tip  as  many  of  our  hours,  as  we  poffibly  can,  with  idle  enter- 
tsunments  ;  to  purfue  them  eagerly ;  be  lavilh  of  expence  upon 
them,  and  make  them  the  bufinefs  of  life;  to  be  continually 
feeking  out  for  ftill  more  opportunities  of  running  away  from 
thought,  and  of  deftroying  time,  inftead  of  improving  it  to  the 
noble  purpofes  of  our  being  ;  is  always  contrary  both  to  reli- 
gion, and  to  reafon  itfelf;  but  more  efpecially  inconfiftent  with 
that  ferioufnefs  and  dignity  of  charafter,  which  the  aged  be- 
yond all  others  are  bound  to  fupport.  What  may  be  pardon- 
able,' or  even  juftlSable,  in  youth,  will  often  fit  very  ill  on  them : 
and  the  faitie  things,  done  by  the  one  and  the  other,  arc  no 
lotiger  the  fame.  Every  ft ati on  and  every  age  hath  its  diftind 
pfopriety  of  behaviour.  And  it  is  a  principal  ftep,  both  to- 
wards gaining  and  deferving  efteem,  to  underftand  and  main- 
taitt  this  propriety.  But  the  ftridefl  attention  to  it  will  juftlj 
be  expected  of  that  age,  which  hath  nothing  to  boaft  of,  if  it 
/  hath  not  fuperiority  of  judgement  and  difcretion.  All  affedation 
therefore  of  youtkiulnefs,  when  youth  is  over,  whether  in  our 
appearance,  our  difcourfe,  or  occupations,  will.difguft  thofc 
that  fee  it :  and  be  on  good  grounds  thought,  if  not  a  fin,  yet  a 

very 


Snii.  XVI*  V%e  Duties  of  the  Ageli.  1 77 

veryHameableweakncfs,  and  that  of  a  wrong  mind.  People  are 
never  jufUj  liable  cither  to  cenfure,  or  to  ridicule  for  being  what 
they  are  and  muft  be;  but  for  labouring  to  fcem  what  thej  are  not, 
and  perhaps  cannot  be.  And  as  their  a£Hng  an  ungraceful  part, 
will  be  obferved,  fo  they  will  not  &il  to  have>  either  fuch  m- 
timations  from  others,  or  fuch  a  cocfcioufnefs  of  it  within 
theinfelves,  as  will  give  them  an  uneaiinefs  from  time  to  time, 
to  which  nothing,  but  growing  wifer,  will  put  an  end.  There- 
fore on  every  account  it  ought  to  fuiGce  them,  ths^t  they  have 
been  fond  of  trifles  and  vanities,  as  loiig  as  ever  it.  was  tolera- 
ble to  be  fo  :  and  they  fliould  now  put.  on  another  charadltr 
once  for  all,  that  will  be  more  eafily  faflained,  and  become 
them  better ;  withdraw  theoafelves,  like  the  venerable  Bar%iU 
lai,  (whofe  tefolution  was  doubtlefs  recorded  as  a, pattern*) 
from  the  delights,  and  .the  pretenfions  that  are  become  unfu'- 
table  to  their  years;  and  leave  them  willingly  to  the  fucceed- 
ing  generation. 

By  this  time,  it  maybe  hoped,  I  have  gone  throngh  the  chief 
temptations,  againfl  which  the  aged  ought  peculiarly  to  guard 
themfelves.  The  next  infHruflaon,  given  them  by' religion  and 
virtue,  ia  * 

2.  To  pra£llfe  the  duties,  to  which  they  are  peculiarly  bound. 

liideed  moft,  if  not  all,  the  duties  of  life  belong  to  every  paf  t 
of  it:  but  fome  of  them  are  more  efpecially  the  bufinefs  of  one 
part,  fome  of  another.  And  the  firft  of  this  fcrt,  incumbent  on 
•perfons  advanced  in  years  is*  ferious  refleftibp  on  their  paft  con-^ 
<iua ;  accompanied  with  earned  endeavours  to  undo,  as  far  as 
they  can,  whatever  th^y  have  done  amtfs,  and  rectify  the  errors 
of  their  bufief  arid  warmer  days.  It  is  very  true,  no  one  of 
our  days  ought  to  pafs  over  us,  without  carefully  aiking  our- 
felves,  what  we  are  doing :  and  if  we  negled  it,  till  we  are 
nigh  the  end  of  them,  many  important  things  will  be  forgot- 
ten, and  yet  fo  many  difagreeablc  ones  crond  into  our  me- , 
niory,  that  we  fliall  fet  about  the  inquiry  into  our  condition 
with  little  ^eart ;  and  go  through  it,  if  at  all,  with  great  pain. 
It  is  a  fatal  miftake,  not  to  confider  how  we  ad,  till  we  hat^c 
almoft  done  afting.  But  however,  when  this  miftake  hath 
been  committed,  it  is  beyond  comparifun  better  to  own  it  and 
amend,  than  perfevere  in  it.  And  therefore  fuch  above  all 
Othi^TSf  as  have  reafon  to  know,   that  hitherto  they  have  given 
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themfelves  Tjut  fmall  leifure   for  recolleftion,    fkould  now  at 
leaft,  before  the  time  is  quite  pafl,  retire  a  little  fn^m  the  world 
into  the  fecret  of  their  hearts,  and  coollj  thinly  over  their  own 
hiftoiy :  not  to  fee,  what  further  wrong  things  they  can  add 
to  tliofe  wliich  they  have  done  already ;  not  to  place  their  con- 
duel  in  falfe  lights  before  others,   or  palliate  it  to  themfelves; 
but  to  judge  impartially,   as   in  the  prefence  of  God,  after 
weigJiing  the  various  obligations  they  have  been  under,  t6  him' 
and  their  fellow- creatures,    how  far  they  have  fulfilled,   and 
how  far  they  have  tranfgreffed  the  one  or  the  other.     A  re- 
view of  this  kind,  uprightly  and  diligently  made,  may  very 
poUibly  give  many  of  our  a6lions  an'exceedingly  different  ap- 
pearance to  us,  from  what  they  bore  in  the  heat  and  hurry  of 
our  livelier  and  more  thoughtlefs   years.     Still,   if  the  new 
light,   which   we  may  thus  receive,   could  be  of  no  other  ufe, 
than  barely  to  fhew  us,  what  in  reality  we  have  been  and  are, 
feme  perhaps  would  imagine  it  no  very  defirable  thing.     Bnt 
as  it  may  enable  us,   even  yet,   to  become  what  we  ought  to 
be ;   all  muft  confefs  it  to  be  important  beyond    expreflion. 
No  fcheme  of  life  indeed  can  be  more  abfurd,  than  refolving 
beforehand  to  fpend  it  inconfiftently ;    one  part  in  doing  ill, 
the  other  in  being  forry  for  it.     And  feldom  do  they,    who  fet 
out   with   this  rcfolutibn,    execute  more   thai!  the  firft   half. 
But  whenever  it  doth  happen,  that  any  fuch,  or  any  other  per- 
fon,  is  convinced  of  his  pall  fins  ;  though  his  reformation  muft 
be  uncommonly  exemplary,  to  be  of  equal  ■  value  \vith  inno- 
cence ;    yet,  if  it  be  at  all  fincere,  it  niull  be  unfpeakably  pre- 
ferable to  final  impenitence.     For  there  is  great  virtue  Ihewn, 
in  breaking  oflT  the  chains  of  inveterate  habits,   conf effing  and 
quitting  favourite  errors,   and  bearing  patiently  that  variety  of 
refle6:ions,   w^hich  the  vicious   and  thoughtlefs   are  extremely 
apt  to  throw  upon  all,  who  by  ceafing  to  a6l  like  them,  appear 
to  condemn  them.     Nor  will  this   amiable  kind   of  gccdnefs 
ever  mifs  of  its  reward,     God  will  .gracioufly  ?iccept  of  fuch 
acknowledgments  as  vce  can  make,  though  we  can  never  make 
fu  flic  lent ;    provided  we  trull  not  haughtily  in  the  fancied  mcr 
rits  of  our  imperfc£l  repentance,  but  humbly  throw  ourfelves 
on   his   promifed  mercy  in   our  blefled  Rede  emer.     And  wife 
and  good  men,   far  from   reproaching  us  with  the  faults  we 
have  fcarched  out  and  forfaken,   will  be  induftrious   to  give  us 
marks  of  their  elleem :    an  abundant  compcnfation  for  Icfing 
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the  good  word,  perhaps  not  the  good  opinion,  of  our  former 
companions  In  fin. 

The  more  piouflj  and  virtuoufly  men  have  lived,  the  lefs  ne-i 
ceflitj  they  will  have  in  their  old  age,  for  fo  minute  a  review 
of  their  ways  :  but  then  they  will  receive  the  greatefl,  the 
moft  feafonable  comfort  from  it.  And  however  good  they 
have  been  ;  upon  ilrift  inquiry,  they  will  be  very  likely  to 
fiud  a  much  larger  number  of  blcmifhes  and  fpots,  than  they 
thought  of,  that-  have  ftuck  to  them  in  fome  part  or  other  of 
their  journey  through^  this  dirty  world  5  which  it  may  aiFord 
their  hearts  inexpreffible  cafe,  in  their  dying  hours,  to  have 
cleared  their  confciences  and  their  charaders  from,  by  judg- 
ing themfelves,  before  they  go  to  be  judged  of  the  Lord. 

A  mind,  thus  humbled  and  purified,  will  naturally  turn  it- 
felf  to  the  next  duty,  which  peculiarly  belongs  to  the  aged, 
that  of  religious  exercifes  and  contemplations.  Thefe  tbiugs, 
in  the  aftive  part  pf  life,  are  much  lefs  pradifed  than  the  ob-? 
ligations  we  are  under,  and  the  diredion  and  confolation  we 
might  receive  from  them,  require.  And  falfe  excufes  of  want  of 
leifure  are  pleaded,  whilft  leifiire  enough  can  be  found  for  trifles 
without  number ;  and  for  too  many  fins,  which  confume  no 
fmall  part  of  the  time  of  thofe,  who  imagine,  or  pretend,  they 
have  none  for  religion.  Indeed  the  pretences  they  make  for 
neglecting  the  worfliip  of  him  who  made  them  are  fB  wretch-* 
edly  poor,  that  in  any  other  cafe  of  the  leaft  ferioufhefs,  they 
would  be  quite  afliamed  to  mention  them.  But  this  it  feems, 
is  a  fubjeft,  which  they  fcarce  conceive  it  worth  while  to  talk 
or  think  ferioufly  upon.  ThCvtime  will  come,  here  or  hereaf- 
ter, when  they  will  be  of  another  opinion  :  and  the  fooner  it 
comes,  the  happier  for  them.  The  cares  and  pleafures  of  life, 
whea  they  are  at  the  heighth,  are  far  from  being  any  reafon 
to  forget  God :  but  tlie  decline  of  life  brings  new  reafons  with 
it  for  remembering  him.  That  calmer  feafon  at  leaft  hath 
many  vacapt  hours :  and  what  can  fill  them  fo  properly  and 
beneiicially  as  afts  of  devotion  and  pious  meditation,  adapted 
to  the  ftate  in  which  we  then  are  ?  The  aged  have  had  longer 
experience  of  God's  mercies  than  others,  to  furniih  matter  for 
thankfgivings  :  and  it  may  be  feared  have  been  guilty  of  more 
tranfgreffions  or  omiffions,  that  will  give  them  cauie  for  con- 
feflion,  felf-abafement,  deprecation  of  puniiliment.  Then  be- 
fides,  they  muft  furely,   by  this  time,  have  fully  fecn  and  felt " 
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the  vanit J  of  the  world  in  every  fhape.  Hitherto  deceitful 
hopes  have  amufed  them  on,  and  kept  them  in  purfuit  of  one 
thing  or  another,  that  hath  never  anfwered  their  expeftations; 
or  if  anj  did  for  a  while,  it  is  gone,  and  nothing  new  remains 
to  promife  themfelves.  Now  then,  at  fartheft,  the  utter  de- 
luiion  of  aiming  at  happinefs,  otherWife  than  by  religion  and 
virtue,  is  vllible  to  the  weakeft  eye :  and  nothing  appears  of 
real  value  but  the  confcioufnefs  of  afting  right,  and  the  pro- 
fpedt  of  being  rewarded  for  it. 

Thefe  then  are  the  thoughts  which  alone  can  fupport  and 
enliven  old  age.  And  how  uncomfortable  foever  a  ftranger  to 
fuch  thoughts  may  imagine  this  condition  to  be  ;  yet  in  truth 
it  is  a  great  bleffing  to  perceive  the  neceffity  of  making  that 
our  lad  refuge,  which  would  hax^e  been  at  all  times  our  wifeft 
choice.  Not  that,  in  fuch  a  fituation,  men  are  to  weary  them- 
felves  with  tedious  and  unprofitable  taflis  of  piety,  or  four 
their  minds  with  a  fcrupulous  attention  to  ferious  things,  and 
no  others ;  but  only,  in  proportion  as  they  are  abl'e,  to  attend 
confcientioufly  on  every  office  of  public  worlhip,  with  fincere 
endeavours  of  profiting  by  it ;  to  excite  and  nourifti  good  dif- 
pofitions,  by  the  ufe  of  fuch  books  as  are  fitteft  for  that  end, 
efpecially  the  holy  fcriptures;  to  lift  up  their  fouls,  from 
time  to  time,  to  the  greateft  and  beft  of  beings,  place  them- 
felves  before  him,  and  exercife  towards  him  the  various  af- 
fe£lions  which  are  his  due :  detaching  their  hearts,  by  thefe 
means,  from  the  world  they  are  going  to  leave ;  and  forming 
them  more  perfedly  to  the  temper  and  employment  of  that 
flate,  of  which  they  are  now  upon  the  borders  :  not  difqUieting 
themf elves,  if  they  do  not  fueceed  in  this  as  well  as  they  could 
wifli,  but  going  on  to  do  it  as  well  as  they  can. 

The  remaining  duty  of  kged  perfons  is  to  imprint  on  others, 
whenever  they  have  opportunity,  the  fame  right  fentiments 
of  life  and  condudl  whic,h  they  have  acquired  themfelves.  For 
it  is  St.  TauVs  exprefs  injun^ion,  that  they  be  teachers  of  good 
things  *.  Too  .commonly  they  take  jull  the  contrary  courfcj 
firft,  live  immorally  ;  then  feek  for  argunients  to  make  their 
own  minds  eafy  in  wickednefs  ;  and  laftly,  fet  up  the  bufinefs 
of  bringing  over  converts  to  it.  And  when  the  authority  of  old 
age  is  employed  thus  in  ferving  vice  or  profancnefs,  efpecially 
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if  It  be  adorned  with  rank  or  wit,  or  the  reputation  of  know-* 
ledge,  it  is  capable  of  doing  incredible  mifchief.  But  furelj 
it  might  in  all  reafon  fuffice  them  that  thej  have  been  bad 
themfelves  :  and  there  is  no  manner  of  need  that  thej  ihould 
add  to  it  the  guilt  (which  one  ihould  think  there  were  not  any 
violent  temptation  to)  of  corrupting  others  to  no  purpofe.  It 
cannot  be  fo  evidently  and  fo  highly  for  the  intereft  of  man- 
kind, to  live  without  principle  and  die  without  hope,  as  to 
make  it  worth  their  while  to  become  preachers  and  miffiona- 
ries  of  infidelity  and  profligacy  :  a  (hocking  employment,  by 
which  fome  have  chofen  to  make  their  grey  hairs  deteftable ; 
and  done  many  times  more  harm,  by  thus  patronifing  fin,  than 
before  by  committing  it. 

But  another  fort,  who  miflead  the  young  lefs  vifibly,  but 
very  fatally,  and  in  much  greater  numbers,  are  they, ,  who 
having  learnt,  in  their  earlier  days,  neither  notions  of  religion 
nor  irrcligion,  nor  of  any  thing  in  the  world  but  profit  or  plea- 
fares  or  honours  ;  lead  others  after  them  in  the  fame  wrong 
way  of  thinking,  and  do  infinite  mifchief,  without  ever  confi- 
dering,  whether  they  do  any. 

Now  the  more  there  arc  amongit  thofe  to  whom  age  gives 
influence,  that,  either  defignedly  or  inadvertently,  promote 
wickednefs,  the  more  zealous  the  remainder  fliould  be  in  op- 
pofingit:  which,  if  they  were,  they  might  hope  for  great  fuc- 
cefs.  The  judgment  of  fuch,  as  have  weighed  things  ma- 
turely, and  feen  and  experienced  their  good  and  bad  confe- 
quences  long,  and  known  the  world  throughly,  and  being  now 
ready  to  quit  it  can  have  no  farther  intereft  to  ferve  in  ir, 
muft  be  of  great  weight,  in  confirmation  of  what  reafon  and 
religion  teach ;  efpecially  if  it  be  delivered  with  prudence  and 
mildnefs,  and  proper  demonftrations  of  true  good- will. ,  Nor 
can  there  be  a  nobler  way  of  fpending  the  conclufion  of  life 
than  to  exert  all  our  abilities,  and  all  the  credit  that  we  have 
acquired  through  the  former  part  of  it,  in  doing  the  moft  im- 
portant fervice  to  thofe  whom  we  fhall  leave  behind  us  :  to  re- 
deem our  own  mifcarriages  by  reclaiming  others  ;  to  warn  the 
unthinking,  confirm  the  unfteady,  and  give  public  teftimony, 
on  full  trial,  to  the  caufe  of  God  and  goodnefs. 

But  then,  befides  teftifying  in  general,  that  this  is  the  way 
to  happinefs,  the  aged  have  many  advantages  for  recommend- 
ing marc  particularly,  fometimes  one  duty,  fometimca  another, 

a5 


l8i  T%e  Duties  of  the  Aged.  SjER.  XVI. 

as  need  fhall  be.  And  befides  what  men  ufually  call  duties^ 
there  are  other  things,  no  lefs  really  fo,  which  they  who  have 
once  gained  refpeft,  may  eafily  induce  many  of  thofe  who  know 
them,  to  pradtife  to  their  great  benefit : .  that  prudence,  which 
preferves.  from  fin  the  beft  way,  by  preventing  temptation ; 
that  reafoaablenefs  of  temper,  and  propriety  of  behaviour,  in 
every  common  incident,  which  habituate  men  to  the  fame  tem- 
per and  behaviour  on  occafions  of  importance.  Nay,  things 
that  contribute  nothing  to  the  morals  of  men,  if  they  be  con- 
ducive in  any  way  to  their  convenience  or  innocent  delight,  it 
belongs  to  the  wifdom  of  the  'aged  to  be  diligent  in  teaching  j 
and  whatever  they  have  perceived  in  life  to  be  either  good  or 
bad,  they  are  bound  to  admoniOi  others  to  do  or  avoid  ;  that 
fo,  when  the  time  comes,  they  may  give  up  the  world  to  thofe 
that  follow  them^  if  poffible,  better  than  they  found  it  ;  or 
however,  as  little  worfe  as  they  can  in  every  refpedb. 

Thefe  then  are  the  diiredlions,  which  virtue  and  religion  fur- 
nifh,  to  make  the  hoary  head  a  crown  of  glory.  What  remains 
is  to  fliew, 

II.  That,  would  we  but  obferve  them  carefully  and  prudent- 
ly, they  muft  be  eiFeftual  to  that  end :  as  far,  I  mean,  as  in  the 
prefent  ftate  of  things,  any  inftrument  almoft  can  be  depended 
on  for  attaining  any  purpofe.  And  the  proof  of  this  will  lie 
in  a  fmall  compafs. 

It  is  no  wonder  in  the  lead  that  thofe  perfons  are  deilitutc 
both  of  honour  and  comfort  in  tlieir  old  age,  who  have  neither 
prepared  as  they  ought  for  it,  nor  will  behave  as  they  ought 
in  it.  But  to  have  borne  the  various  trials  of  along  life  (ma- 
ny of  them,  God  knows,  very  hard  and  difficult)  with  a  fpirit 
and  a  condud  well  fuited  to  each,  and  be  ftill  going  through 
the  remainder  in  the  fame  manner  ;  or  at  leaft,  after  deviating 
for  a  time  to  have 'returned  into  the  right  way  again  ;  with  a 
genuine  concern  for  having  ever  forfaken  it,  and  to  be  now 
making  amends  by  more  exemplary  goodnefs  for  pad  failings : 
thefe  are  charaders  intitled  to  univerial  efteem.  And  though 
length  of  time  may  wear  olF  fuperficial  ornaments,  yet  the  fo- 
lid  merit  of  difintereftedncis  and  equitable  bounty,  mildnefs 
and  good  temper,  JTobriety,  modefty,  and  decency,  ferious  re- 
fledtion,  rational  piety  towards  God,  and  judicious  good  will 
towards  men,  fliewn  in  promoting  virtue,  prudence,  and  ufeful 
knowkdge  \  this,  under  all  difadvantages  of  any  other  kind, 

mult 
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muft  have  chfirms,  to  which  no  one,  that  is  not  void  of  dif- 
cernment,  can  be  infenfible.  0  bow  comely  a  thing  is  Judgment 
for  grey  bairs,  and  for  'antient  men  to  know  council  I  O  bow 
comely  is.  the  wifdom  '0/  old  men,  and  underjianding  and  counjel 
to  men.  of  honour.  Much  experience  is  the  crown  of  the  aged^ 
and  the  fear  of  Qod  is  their  glory  *.  At  length  indeed  the 
mind  itfelf  may  come  to  be»r  great  marks  of  decay,  as  well  as 
the  body.  But  even  then,  the  very  ruins  of  fo  beautiful  and 
majeftic  a  ftrufture  \^11  be  looked  on  with  reverence.  And 
as  long  as  perfons  in  years  can  enjoy  Any  thing ;  fuch  regard 
as  this,  paid  by  thofe  about  them,  in  which  nature  hath  wifely 
and  kindly  difpofed  them  to  take  peculiar  delight,  muft  fup- 
port  and  revive  them  to  a  great  degree. 

But  they  have  farther  and  mbft  valuable  fatisfa6lions,  that 
depend  not  on  others  at  all.  As  many  as  have  proceeded  fo 
far  in  life  with  innocence,  muft  feel  from  it  the  higheft  joy : 
they  who  have  truly  repented,  cannot  fail  to  be  fenfible  of 
much  confolation.  And  the  delight  oi  recollecting  how  hap- 
P7  it  is,  that  they  were  not  cut  off  in  their  former  fins,  will 
more  than  outweigh  their  living  to  undergo  not  a  few  fuffer- 
ings.  Befides,  if  old  age  brings  on  fome  uneafineflfes,  4t  re- 
moves others.  Many  paffions  grow  calm  then,  which  former- 
ly, if  they  did  not  hurry  us  into  follies  and  crimes,  gave  us 
much  trouble  to  govern  them :  many  afflidions,  that  once  wer« 
exceeding, bittef,  foften  by' degrees  into  a  pleafmg  kind  of  me- 
lancholy remembrance.  And  thpugb,  the  longer  we  live,  the 
greater  number  of  mournful  fpedtacles  we  muft  fee  ;  yet  a  fuit- 
able  provifion  is  made  in  our  frame,  that  as  age  increafes,  we 
are,  generally  fpeaking,  lefs  and  lefs  affefted  by  whatever  lofs 
happens  to  us.  Then,  under  the  heavieft  burthens  that  Vv^c 
experience,  it  muft  furely  be  fome  relief  to  think,  that  there 
cannot  be  a  great  deal  more  to  come  upon  us.  In  the  begin- 
ning of  life  we  have  large  room  to  be  apprehenfive  concerning 
what  may  befal  us  during  the  courfe  of  it.  But  toxvards  the 
clofe,  when  almoft  all  is  got  tolerably  over,  and  neither  temp- 
tations, nor  misfortunes,  nor  dangers,  private  or  public,  can 
give  us  any  long  difquiet ;  to  be  fo  near  fin i filing  our  voyage, 
Kod  juft  entering  into  port,  muft  needs  infpire  us  with  great 
tranfjtjillity  and  peace  of  mind.     From  old  age,  as  from  a  fta- 

tion 
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tion  of  fecurity,  men  xnay  look  back  with  complacence  on  the 
hazards  they  have  efcapedy  and  delight  themfelves  anew  in  the 
gratifications  they  have  enjoyed.  For  to  lament  their  being 
pail,  when  we  have  had  our  due  ihare  of  them,  is  both  ingra- 
titude and  abfurdity.  Indeed  it  is  a  confiderable  felicity  in  our 
make,  and  feems  calculated  particularly  for  the  benefit  of  the 
aged,  that  the  memory  of  pad  pleafures  is  agreeable,  and  yet 
that  of  paft  forrows  far  from  painful. 

But  farther  ftill ;  recalling  to  their  thoughts  the  perfons  and 
occurrences  they  have  known,  the  times  that  have  gone  over 
their  heads,  and  the  wonderful  difpenfations  of  providence  to 
themfelves  or  others,  with  which  they  have  been  filled,  muft 
be  a  fruitful  fource  of  improving  amufement  to  them ;  and  re- 
lating thefe  things,  an  acceptable  entertainment  and  inilruftion 
to  others.  Years,  as  they  advance,  dp  indeed  leffen  our  afti- 
vity ;  but  perhaps  by  no  means  our  ufefulnefs  :  for  to  advife 
and  dired  is  both  the  fupcrior  part,  and  that  for  which  fewer 
are  qualified,  than  for  executing  what  is  refolved.  Or,  to  put 
matters  at  the  loweft,  how  little  foever  the  aged  have  an  op- 
portunity of  doing,  they  have  at  leaft  that  of  fuffering,  as  be- 
comqB  good  Chriftians  ;  of  bearing  the  inconveniencies  of  their 
condition  with  a  chearful  acquiefcence ;  and  being  content  to 
be  ufelefs,  if  infinite  wifdom  fees  it  fit  they  ihould.  So  that 
the  very  fame  infirmities,  which  difable  them  from  exercifing 
fome  virtues,  direftly  lead  them  to  exercife  others,  though  not 
fo  confpicuous  amongft  men,  yet  as  truly  valuable  in  the  fight 
of  God,  and  therefore  as  fure  to  increafe  their  reward.  What- 
ever then  is  the  will  of  their  heavenly  Father,  they  are  prepar- 
ed for.  If  it  be  his  pleafure,  that  they  fliould  languifh  on, here, 
they  have  great  encouragement  to  wait  with  patience  all  the 
days  (if  their  appointed  time  till  their  change  come  *.  And  if 
he  calls  them  foon,  they  have  all  poffible  reafon  to  obey  will- 
ingly ;  and  yield  up  their  breath  with  thankfulnefs  into  his 
hands  who  hath  indulged  them  fo  long  an  ufc  of  it,  and  knows 
it  would  be  no  more  a  blefling  to  them.  0  deaths  acceptable 
is  thy  fentence  unto  him  whofe  Jlrength  faileth^  that  is  now  in 
the  lajl  age^  a?id  vexed  with  all  things  f  !  Well  may  fuch  refign 
their  fpirit  quietly  to  him  who  gave  it,  and  praife  his  goodnefs, 
that  they  go  to  their  grave  in  a  full  age ^  like  as  ajhock  of  earn 
cometh  in^  in  its  feafon  {. 

To 
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To  die,  is  juft  as  natural  as  to  be  bornt  That  one  genera-' 
tionjhould  pafs  away\  and  another  come  *,  is  the  fettled  law  of 
thiags.  Our  predeceilors  have  m^de  wa^  for  us^  and  it  is  but 
fittujg  that  we  fliould  m^e  way  for  our  fncceflbrs  :  that  thej 
aKo,  in  their  turn,  may  enjo^  the  pleafures  of  life,  .and  feel  its 
pains  ;^  bufy  themfe^ves,  apd  be  talked  of;  die,  and  be  forgot- 
ten. Fear  not\  therefore,  thefentence  0/ death.  Remember  them 
that  have  been  before  thee^  and  that  ,come  after  thee.  For  this 
is  the  fentenqe  of  the  J»ord  over  qll  fiejh  ;  an4  whj^  art  thou  «- 
gainfi.the  pleajfure  of  the  Moji  High\'>  Still  it  is  ve^y  true, 
the  manner  in  which  we  are  to  pafs  out  of  the  prcfeiit  world, 
though  a  great  part  of  its  terrors  are  mere  imagination,  hath 
yet  fomething  in  it  ihocking  enough  ;  efpecially  when  we  con*- 
fider  it  as  being  originally  the  puniihment  of  fin.  And  tho', 
at  a  proper  period,  we  may  have  a  fatiety  pf  this  earthly  life, 
as  well  as  of  other  things  hiere  :  yet  to  exped  the  intire  lofs  of 
our  being  then,  would  be  a  thought  of  dreadful  gloominefs^ 
and  were  this  to  be  our  ca^e  at  death,  it  mufl  aged:  thinking 
perfons,  on  whom  that  awful  change  was  coming  immediate^ 
ly,  with  a  dejedion  and  horror  fcarce  to  be  borne.  But  our 
gracious  R'ed^emeV  hlth  delivered  them^  who  elfe  through  fear 
of  deaths  would  all  their  life'»time^  and  efpecially  at  the  clofe 
bf  it,  have  hfitn  fubje£l  to  bondage  %.  To  believer^  in  him  the 
bleffe^  knowledge  of  a  better  date  fhines  forth,  totally  changes 
the  profped,  and  niakea  oiir  Handing  on  the  brink  of  this  life^ 
in  truth,  the  joyfuUefl  fituation  we  were  ever  in :  for  what  can 
be  better  for  us,  than  that  this  corruptible  fbould  put  oH  incor^ 
ruption^  this  mortal  immortality  §  ?, 

For  th^  vicious  indeed,  old  age  hath  no  comfort^  and  much 
terror.  There  have  been  few  things  in  their  paft  lives,  that 
can  give  them  pleafure  when  refleded  on ;  and  many,  that 
muft  give  them  inexpreffible  qoncent.  For  the  proper  fatis- 
faclions  of  their  prefent  condition  they  have  never  learnt  to 
have  any  relifli ;  iind  the  thoughts  of  their  approaching  one, 
It  will  be  hard  fot  them  to  avoid,  and  yet  much  harder  to  fup- 
port.  A  moft  dreadful  dilemma  :  to  bfe  weary  of  this  life,  yet 
afraid  of  the  next ;  and  the  ftroiigeft  fears  to  fall  infinitely 
&ort  of  what  there  Is  to  be  feared.     But  to  the  aged  pious 

A  a  Chriitian^ 

•  Ecclns.  i.  4.  t  Ecclus.  xli,  3,  4« 

i  Heb.  il  15*  Si  Cer.  xy.  Sh 


l86  Vbi  Duties  of  the  Jged.  SERrXVl; 

Chriftian,  the  confidcration  of  hereafter,  if  dwelt  on  as  it  ought, 
almoft  annihilates  every  thing  that  could  difquiet  him  here. 
He  will  never  regret  that  he  is  no  longer  qualified  for  worldly 
enjoyment,  when  he  thinks  of  the  unfpeakable  blifs  that  he 
knows  is  at  hand,  nor  faint  under  worldly  affliftions,  ivhicb 
are  but  for  a  moment^  fince  they  are  working  out  for  him  fo 
fopn  eternal  glory  *•  The  punifhment  prepared  for  the  wicked 
ftrike  him  with  no  terrors  ;  but  the  rewards  prepared  for  the. 
righteous  fill  him  with  fuch  <i!omfort,  that  ihtugh  bis  outward 
man  perijby  yet  bis  inward  man  is  renewed  day  hy  day  t ;  when 
bis  fiefh  andbis  beart  failetby  he  triumphs  in  the  declaration, 
that  God  is  tbejlrengtb  of  bis  teArty  and  bis  portion  for  evert* 
There  may  poffibly  have  been  much  wanting  hitherto  of  the 
efteem  and  honour,  with  which  his  boary  bead  was  intitled  to 
be  crowned  ;  but  now,  bavingfougbt  the  good  figbt  andfimfb- 
ed  bis  courfe^  bencefortb  tbere  is  affuredly  laid  up  for  bim  a 
crown  of  rigbteoufnefs,  wbicb  tbe  Lord  the  rigbteous  Judge 
Jballgive  bim  at  tbat  day  §. 

•  2  Cor.  iv.  I  :^.  t  2  Cor.  iv.  x6. 
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The  Duties  of  the  Rich. 


I  Tim.  VI.  17,  18. 

C^f^g^  them  that  are  rich  in  this  worlds  that  they  he  not  high^ 
mittJed^  nor  trufi  in  uncertain  riches^  hut  in  the  living  God^ 
yoho  giveth  us  richly  all  things  to  enjoy  :  that  they  do  goodf 
that  they  he  rich  in  good  works^  ready  to  dj/trihute^  willing 
to  communicate^ 

"CVERY  condition  of  life  hath  its  pecaliar  dangers  to  be  a- 
voided,  and  duties  to  lie  done,  but  none  hath  dangers  more 
threatening  oij  duties  more  important,  than  ths^J  of  the  rich  and 
great:  whole  fituation,  notwithftanding,  is  feldom  confidered 
bj  thofe  who  are  in  it,  as  ha.ving  any  thing  to  be  feared ;  and 
is  generally  imagined  by  others,  to  comprehend  almoil  every 
thing  that  is  to  be  wilhed.  Now  the  miftakcs.  even  of  the 
lower  part  of  the  world  concerning  this  matter,  are  attended 
with  fome  exceeding  bad  confequencea ;  difpofing  them  very 
ttoreafonably  to  envy  their  fuperiors,  and  be  uneafy  at  theiiT 
own  lot.  But  the  miftakes  of  the  rich  and  great  themfelves 
concerning  the  advantages  and  obligations  of  their  ftation,  pro- 
dace  the  moft  fatal  effefts  that  can  be,  on  themfelves  and  all 
around  them.  And  it  greatly  adds  to  the  unhappinefs  of  their 
cafe,  that  whilft  they  have  many  things  to  divert  their  atten- 
tion from  what  is  right,  and  prompt  them  to  what  is  wrong ; 
to  make  tlie  gratifying  of  their  bad  inclinations  eafy  ;  and  fup- 
port  them  in  the  world,  let  them  a8:  as  they  will ;  they  have- 
conxmonly  fcarce  any  one  to  remi|id^  them,  if  they  a^  amifs. 
Intimations  of  mifbehaviour,  however  prudently  given,  are  to 
nipijB:  perfons  difagreeable :  but  to  perfons  of  rank  they  appeaf 
4^efpe6tful  too,     And  fuch  of  them,  as  wiU  bear  to  be  told 
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of  their  ina|iaging  their  healths  or  fheir  fortunes  ill,  fliew  a 
great  reludaiice  to  let  their  conduft,  in  point  of  religion  or  mo- 
rals, be  touched  with  any  ferioufnefs.  So  that,  juft  where 
they  need  acj.m<^nition  m<jft,  tljey  h^ve  the  leaft  given  them. 
It  is  but  few,  thiat  can  with  pi-opriety  ufe  freedom  enough  with 
them,  to  do  any  good  :  for,  to  flight  and  diftant  hints  they 
think  no  ferious  regard  is  due.  And  amongft  thofe  that  can, 
there  are  fewer  yet  that  will  undertake  an  ofiice,  in  w,hich  they 
have  little  profpeft  either  of  fuccefs  or  thanks.  Indeed  the  ge- 
Xierality  of  thofe  that  come  about  them,  in  all  likelihood,  mean 
nothing  but  their  own  intereft,  or  their  own  amufement ;  and 
thefe,  they  may  be  fure;,  will  take  care  never  to  offend  them  by 
giving  theni  good  advice :  but  there  is  much  caufe  to  fufpeft, 
what  the  great,  notwithftanding,  feldom  do  fufpeft,  that  they 
will  often  court  them  by  giving  them  bad  :  or,  if  they  do  not  di- 
reftly  perfuade  them  into  fin,  (which  might  fometimes  be  too 
grofs  behaviwr)  will  however  more  coverdy  difpofe  them  to  it : 
encourage  and  countenance  them  it;  either  to  bring  about  fome 
particular  end,  which  they  have  to  Cervp  by  it,  or  with  a  gene- 
ral view  of  making  themfelves  agreeable. 

To  be  thus  environed  with  temptations,  and  probably  fenfible 
of  none  of 'them,  is  a  moft  pitiable  condition.  And  yet  the 
rich  and  great,  wheii  they  are  led  wrong,  do  not  fo  deferve  com- 
paflion,  as  not  to  deferve  much  blame  too.  For  as  there  are 
foine  things  to'excufe  their  faults,  there  are  many  that  aggra- 
vate them.  Their  education,  fo  coftly  and  laboured  in  feveral 
refpefts,  muft  have  been  iohduded  with  the  abfurdeft  negli- 
gence iii  the  mbfl;  material ;  if  it  hath  hot  given  them  a  much 
fuperior  knowledge  of  their  duty,  to  that  which  common  per- 
fohs*  can  ufiiklly  acquire.  Their  difengagement  afterwards 
from  cares,  that  others  are  fwallowed  up  in,  affords  them  pe-. 
culiar  leifure  for  thought  and  recoil e£t ion :  and  the  vail  and  e- 
vident  importance  of  their  whole  behaviour,  on  fiich  a  multi- 
tude of  iaccounts,  one  Ihould  think,  could  not  fail  of  engaging 
their  attention  to  every  flep  they  take.  So  that  if  they  have 
fewer  occafional  admonitions  given  them  ;  it  might  be  hoped 
they  would  have  lefs  need  of  them :  for  their  very  fituation 
admoniflies  them  conllantly,  that  they  are  raifed  by  providence 
fibovc  others,  in  order  to  be  authors  and  examples  of  good, 
not  evil,  to  their  fellow- creatures.  This  is  dtreftly  their  bufi- 
n^fs  and  trufl: ;  it  is  the  nobleft  aud  happiefl  that  can  be.  The 
'^ labour:^ 
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labours  of  it  are  foftened  by  many  honourable  and  pleaCng  dif- 
tindions,  which  God  bath  beftowed  on  them  ;  for  which  he  will 
juftly  exped  they  ihall  make  him  a  return  :  if  it  be  fuch  as  it 
ought,  they  will  be  eminent  for  ever  in  the  next  world,  as  well 
as  for  a  few  days  in  this  ;  And  how  can  perfons.  be  exCufablc, 
that  .are  uninfluenced  by  fuch  confiderations  ? 

It  is  very  true,  our  Saviour  doth  cxprefs  in  very  flronj. 
terms,  the  difficulty  of  a  rich  man's  entering  into  the  kingdom 
of  heaven.  But  he  means,  of  fuch  a  one*s  profeiSng  himfelf  a 
fabjedt  of  Chrifl ;  which  required  uTXommon  refoLition  at  thgj; 
time,  when  all  worldly  advantages  were  to  be  given  up,  and 
the  bittereft  perfecutions  undergone  for  the  fake  of  the  gofpel. 
Yet  even  then  no  man  was  excufed,  either  from  embracing  or 
pradifing  chriftianity  :  much  lefs  now.  And  if  at  all  times  the 
great  have  temptations  beyond  others,  they  have  alfo  reafoas 
beyond  others  for  ftruggling  with  them,  and  will  be  rewarded 
beyond  others  for  overcoming  them.  Therefore  5t.  Paul  la 
the  text  gives  them  iio  difpenfations,  but  only  provides  for  them 
ftronger  warnings  :  and  inftead  of  authorifing  the  minifters  of 
God's  word  to  wink  at  their  faults,  requires  that  they  admoniih 
them  with  fingular  earneftnefs  to  perform  their  duties :  the 
only  prerogative  in  relation  to  this  matter  that  can  be  allov/ed 
them.  But  as  in  general  the  leaft  ofFenfive,  and  therefore  tboQ. 
efficacious  way  of  ^dmonifliing,  is  by  publick  inftruftion,  we. 
ufually  confine  ourfelves  to  that ;  and  the  upper  part' of -man- 
kind ought  to  attend  upon  it  more  conftantly,  and  hearken  to  it 
more  ferioufly,  in  proportion  as  they  are  lefs  likely  to  be  told 
their  faults  and  their  dangers,  in  private,  to  good  purpofe: 
and  fhould/^r  the  word  of  exhortation  *  to  be  given^with 
greater  plainnefs  and  freedom  to  them  all  in  commi>n,  the  great- 
er objeaions  there  are  againft  taking  any  confidembk  liberties 
with  each  of  themfingly. 

■  And  as  thofe  of  middle  rank,  may  yet  when  compared  with 
their  inferiors,  be  confidered  as  highly  exalted,  and  do  accord- 
ingly confider  themfelves  as  fuch  :  all  degrees  above  the  loweft, 
te  concerned  to  obferve  the  apoftle's  charge :  and  the  very 
loweft  will  find  their  own  failures,  and  their  own  obligations  in- 
termixed of  courfe  with  what  will  be  faid  about  thcfe  of  their 

fetters. 

^  ■•  ■  -  *  Now 
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Now  the  peculiar  dangers  of  the  rich  and  great  (for  though 
the  apofllc  names  only  the  former,  the  connection  is  fo  clofe, 
that  he  maj  well  be  underftood  to  mean  both)  arifes  ei- 
ther from'  the  eminence  of  their  flation,  or  the  abundance  of 
their  wealth ;  and  therefore  the  text  points  a  caution  againft 
each.  But  I  fliall  be  able  at  prefent  to  treat  only  of  the  firft : 
which  is,  that  they  he  not  high-minded. 

Everjr  fuperioritj,  of  every  fort,  which  men  only  imagine 
themfelves  poffeffed  of,  is  too  liable  both  to  be  over-rated  and 
improperly  ufed.  But  fuperior  fortune  and  condition  are  adr 
vantages  fo  viable  to  all  eyes,  create  fuch  dependences,  and  giv^ 
fuch  influence ;  that  it  is  no  wonder,  if  they  tempt  to  uncom-r 
mon  haughtinefs.  Even  fuch  a^  rife  to  them  by  accident,  are 
fo  eager  to  have  all  the  world  acknowledge  them  to  be  what 
they  are  juft  become,  that  they  often  quite  forget  what  they 
were  a  while  before.  Such  as  acquire  them  by  their  own  ap- 
plication and  abilities,  hardly  ever  fail  to  think-very  highly  of 
themfelves  on  that  account.  And  they  who  are  born  to  them> 
ufually  fet  out  from  the  firft  with  defpifing  thofe  beneath  them ; 
as  indeed  to  be  defcended  from  anceftors  of  note  ;  to  bear  a, 
name  which  others  have  been  accuftomed  to  rcfpeft  ;  to  enjoy 
perhaps  hereditary  honours,  and  on  every  qccafion  to  be  adr 
drefled  in  other  language  than  is  ufed  to  the  vulgar  fort  of  men ; 
thefe  things  are  enough  to  overfet  the  minds  of  the  weak :  and 
they  have  fonR.e  degree  of  wrong  effe<^  upon  moil ;  more,  perr 
haps,  than  they  themfelves  are  feiifihle  of. 

jSTow  undoubtedly  diftinguiihed  rank  is  intitled  to  diftln-. 
guiftied  regard  :  and  the  good  oi  e'er  of  fociety  very  much  de* 
pcnds  on  l^^eping  up  that  regard :  and  therefore  the  great 
•  fliouid  in  a  proper  manner  be  much  more  careful  to  keep  it  up. 
tlian  many  of  them  are.  For  indeed  their  condefcenfions  and 
familiarities,  are  often  with  fuch  very  v/roBg  perfons,  and 
in  fuch  very  wrong  ways,  tliat  preuerving  an  over-diftant  be- 
haviour would,  of  the  two,  be  much  the  better,  both  for  them- 
felves, and  thofe  v/hom  tliej  arc  pleafed  to  honpur  with  their 
intimacy.  But  when  they  nui  fe  up  the  confcioufnefs  of  their 
own  fuperiority  into  a  confrmptuous  negleft  of  others,  and  in- 
fclent  cxpeftations  of  ur.iit  fubmi^Hon ,  from  them  ;  they  hay*e 
great  need  to  be  reminded,  that  ncfpt^l  is  paid  to  wealth  and 
birth,  becflufe  the  common  good  requires  it,  not  becaufe  the 
perfons  who  receive  it  are   always  worthy  of  it;  and  when 
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thej  are  unworthy,  thej  have  much  more  reafon  to  be  humble 
on  their  own  account,  than  Vain  on  accoiint  of  their  ellates  or 
their  anceftora.  The  wife  and  good  indeed  will  ftiew  them  the 
outward  regard,  to  which  they  are  intitlcd:  but  inward  they, 
tauft  expeft  from  none,  except  the  weak  and  inconflderate : 
nor  will  the  falfe  appearances  of  it  from  the  artful  and  intereft- 
cd  do  them  any  fervice :  but  their  diilionourable  behaviour 
will  be  the  more  confpicuous  for  their  honourable  flation. 

And  even  fuppofing  them  guilty  of  nothing  elfe  to  leffen  the 
cfteem  they  claim  :  yet  claiming  too  much  of  it,  or  too  openly^ 
will  fruftrate  their  intention  moft  efFeftually.  For  neither  e- 
quals  nor  inferiors  will  fuffer  near  fo  much  to  bfc  extorted  from 
them,  as  they  would  have  beftowed  moft  freely  on  their  owil 
accord.  Haughtinefs  therefore  towarc^s  all,  who  are  not  abfo- 
lute  dependants,  is  a  moft  ridiculous  thing  ;  and  to  fuch  as  are, 
it  is  a  very  impriident  one.  For  the  higheft  lie  greatly  at  the" 
mercy  even  of  thofe  who  ferve  them,  and  attend  upon  them ; 
in  refpeft  of  their  charafters,  their  credit  and  weight  in  the 
World,  their  fortunes,  their  eafe,  their  very  fafety.  And  there-  • 
fore  to  treat  thofe,  who  are  ever  fo  much  at  our  command, 
with  fuch  humanity  and  affability,  as  may  fecure  tlieir  good 
opinion  and  good  will,  is  mere  common  honeft  policy. 

Bat  ocie  fort  of  condefcenfion  to  inferiors  may  be  of  peculiar 
advantage ;  I  mean,  liftening  to  ufeful  information  and  advice 
from  them  :  Things,  which  the  great  are  very  apt  to  think 
themfelves  above,  when  every  one  elfe  fees  they  have  much 
•  need  of  them.  The  rich  man,  as  Solomon  obferves,  is  wife  in 
his  own  conceit:  hut  the  poor ^  that  hath  underflanding^  fearch^ 
etb  hirri  out  *.  Neither  affluence,  nor  high  rank,  by  any  means 
imply  fuperiority  of  judgment ;  or  if  they  did,  the  heft  judge- 
ments often  want  to  be  inftrudled  in  the  nature  and  circumftaii- 
Ces  of  what  they  are  to  judge  upon  ;  and  indeed  to  be  guarded 
againft  the  miftakes,  to  which  inexperience,  inadvertence,  or 
tinfeen  prejudices,  may  expofe  them.  And  the  more  i^nport- 
ant  any  matter  is,  and  the  lefs  carefully  and  feriouflj  we  have 
weighed  it,  the  more  necefGty  there  evidently  j^ppears,  that  we 
Ihould  hear  others  in  relation  to  it.  How  attentively  then 
ftould  the  greateft  hear  the  appointed  teachers  of  religion  :  the 
one  thing  needful^  to  their  eternal  happincfs  ;  and  perhaps   the 

very 
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very  thing  that  many  of  them  have  hitherto  confidered  the 
leaft,  yet  poffibly  fet  themfelves  the  moft  to  defpife  and  ridi- 
cule !  But  in  their  worldly  affairs  too,  it  might  prevent  innu- 
merable errors  and  diftreifes,  if  they  would  vouchfafe^  on  fit 
occafions,  to  receive  and  encourage  leffons  of  wifdom  from 
thofe  beneath  them.  This,  you  wiU  eafily  difcern,  is  a  verj 
different  matter  from  teing  led  and  governed  :  to  which  the 
moft  felf-fufficient  of  men,  under  artiFuI  management,  are  often 
the  moft  fubjeft.  It  is  governing  ourfelves  by  exerting  t}ie 
rational  powers,  which  G-od  hath  given  us,  inftead  of  being 
flaves  to  our  pafSons  and  fancies.  We  cannot  alter  truth  :  and 
therefore,  how  exalted  foever  our  condition  be,  we  fliould 
think  it  no  difgrace,  but  the  higheft  honour,  to  fubmit  to  it. 
Nor  is  the  obligation  of  doing  fo  in  the  leaft  different,  whether 
tee  difcover  it  ourfelves,  or  learn  it  from  others.  •  If  reafon 
hath  at  all  a  right  to  direft  us ;  it  hath  an  equal  right,  whence 
foever  it  comes.  And  the  moft  truly  confiderable  perfons  have 
always  been  the  readieft  to  follow  the  opinion  of  fuch,  as  were 
in  all  refpeAs  their  inferiors,  'vyhenever  they  happened  to  be 
in  the  right.  Nor  is  there  perhaps  any  part  of  humility,  that 
can  give  us  more  reputation  than  this>  or  do  us  more  fervice.^ 
"But  if  humility  in  the  great  could  be  no  other  way  benefi- 
cial to  them ;  yet  avoiding  the  guilt  of  fo  injurious  a  behavi- 
our, as  indulging  a  proud  fpirit  prompts  them  to,  is  furely  i 
ttiotivc  important  enough.  Hence  it  is,  that  inftead  of  learn- 
ing  forgivenefs  of  hinty  who  was  meei  and  lowly  in  heart  *,  they 
often  refent  offences  of  very  fmall  confequenees,  nay,  undefign- 
ed  ones,  very  immoderately ;  and  fome,  even  to  the  demand- 
ing of  the  blood  of  others  at  the  hazard  of  their  own.  And 
though  perhaps  they  themfelves  began  the  injury;  yet  they  im- 
agine their  honour  binds  them  to  violate  the  laws  of  God  and 
man  in  order  to  revenge  it :  which  abfurd  notion  they  have  pa- 
tronized in  the  world,  till  perfons,  fo  far  beneath  them,  have 
tnken  it  up,  that  one  fhould  hope  they  might  be  induced  to  lay 
it  down  for  that  reafon,  if  not  for  better.  Sut  the  haughti- 
nefs  c^  the  great,  without  being  combined  with  anger,  doth  in 
cold  blood  infinite  mifchief.  And  they  fhould  confider,  that  it 
is  the  fame  aggravation  of  the  fault,  if  one  who  is  juftly  poiTef- 
fcd  of  fuperiority  already,  unjuftly  affefts  moL*8  j  as  it  woulci 

f  Matth.  xi.  a^. 
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be  in  the  rich  to  pilfer  and  rob.  In  countries  of  legal  liberty 
indeed,  there  is  not  fo  much  room  for  the  pride  of  thfe  upper 
part  of  the  world  to  bear  hard  upon  the  lower.  And  truly 
both,  may  thank  God  for  it :  the  one  that  they  are  thus  deliver- 
ed from  the  .temptation ;  the  other  from  the  fuffering.  Fot* 
very  dreadful  is  both  the  wickednefs  and  the  mifery,  to 
which  unlimited  power  kads :  and  Solomon  defcribes  the  latter 
very  pathetically :  /  returned  and  confidered  all  the  opprejjions^ 
that  are  done  under  the  fun:  and  behold^  the  fears  of  fuch  as 
were  oppreffed^  and  they  had  no  comforter:  and  on  the  fide  of 
their  oppreffors  was  power;  but  they  bad  no  comforter.  TVhere^ 
fore  I praifed  the  dead^  that  are  already  dead,  more  than  the 
Imng,  which  are  yet  alive.  Tea,  better  if  he,  than  both  they^ 
which  bath  not  yet  been;  and  hath  not  feen  the  evil  work,  that 
is  done  under  the  fun  *.  But  though  a  merciful  providence 
hath  preferved  this  nation,  freer  than  any  other,  from  fuch  ex- 
tremities ;  yet  every  where  the  rich  and  great  make  their  infe- 
riors fuffer  a  great  deal  too  much ;  fometimes  by  a  defigned  and 
ftudied  haughtiriefs,  often  by  a  carelefs  and  contemptuous  one, 
which  readers  them  inattentive  to  what  thofe  in  lower  life  may 
feel;  when  perhaps  from  principle,  fuch  as  it  is,  they  would 
avoid  doing  injuries  to  their  equals,  and  are  by  no  means  tirith* 
out  tendernefs  towards  them. 

Thus  too  many  treat  their  tenants  hardly,  or  permit  them  to 
be  fo  treated  :  fometimes  indeed  from  avarice  ;  fometimes  froift 
the  urgency  of  wants  which  follies  and  vicet  have  created  ;  but 
frequently,  from  not  thinking  it  worth  while  to  inquire,  whether 
fiich  mean  creatures  are  well  or  ill  ufed,  and  refufing  to  be  trou- 
bled with  their  complaints  and  remonft ranees  ;  which,  tho'  of- 
ten groundlefs,  may  often  likewile  be  veiry  juft.  ^  Now  were  we 
in  this  wretched  cafe,  we  ihould  foon  difcern  it  to  be  extreme-* 
ly  cruel  in  our  fuperiors,  to  imagine  us  undeferving  of  being 
regarded  and  eafed  in  bad  times,  or  under  the  prefltire  of  un- 
expefted  accidents  ;  to  indulge  their  own  love  of  moneys  oir 
keep  up  their  idle  expenfivenefs  to  the  full,  whatever  we  and 
our  families  might  undergo,  whofe  labour  mull  pay  for  all ; 
to  throw  new  burthens  upon, us,  not  becaufe  we  were  able  to 
bear  them;  but  becaufe  they  were  unwilling ;  to  fubje£t  us^ 
without  redrefs,  to  the  partialities  and  refentments  of  their  a* 

Vol.  !•  B  b  gents, 
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gents,  or  crufh  us  under  the  weight  of  their  own ;  obliging  us 
perhaps  to  feck  a  livelihood  elfewhere,  to  our  certain  lofs  and 
probable  ruin,  if  at  any  time  we  were  lefs  obfequious  to  them 
than  they  required,  though  on  occafions  where  we  ought  to  be 
left  free.  Such  behaviour  all  men  would  think  exceedingly 
barbarous,  were  they  to  experience  it :  and  therefore  all  fliould 
refolve  never  to  be  guilty  of  it,  and  apply  to  this  cafe  amongft 
others,*  that  admirable  exhortation  of  the  fon  of  Sirach:  Make 
not  an  hungry  foul  forrovcful :  neither  provoke  a  man  in  his  dif- 
trefs :  rejeB  not  the  fupplication  of  the  affliBcd^  neither  turn  at- 
V)ay  thy  face  from  a  poor  man,  I'urn  not  away  thine  eye  from 
the  needy  J  and  give  him  no  occajion  to  curfe  thee*  For  if  he 
curfe  thee  in  the  hitter  nefs  of  his  foul  ^  his  prayer  Jhall  he  heard  of 
him  that  made  him.  Let  it  not  gricve  thee  to  bow  down  thine 
ear  to  the  poor  ;  and  give  him  a  friendly  anfuoer^  with  meeknefs*. 

Another  Ibrt  of  perfons,  for  whom  fuperiors  too  commonly 
will  not  voiichfafe  to  have  the  confideration  that  they  ought^ 
ar^  thofe  who  come  to  them  upon  bufinefs.  Obliging  fuch 
to  an  unreafonable  attendance,  making  them  wait  long,  and  it 
may  be  return  often,  (when  perhaps  only  idlenefs,  or  caprice, 
or  occupations  that  might  well  be  interrupted,  prevent  their 
being  difpatched  immediately)  is  a  very  provoking  and  a  very 
injurious  kind  of  ftatelinefs.  Time  ought  to  be  precious  to  all 
men ;  and  is  peculiarly  precious  to  thofe,  who  have  affairs  and 
appointments  to  fill  it  with,  that  either  muft  be  attended  on,^ 
each  in  its  feafon,  %r  they  and  theirs  muft  fuffer,  perhaps  be  un- 
done. And  were  it  confidered,  but  near  fo  much  as  it  ought, 
how  very  large  a  fliare  of  the  time  of  others,  a  few  of  thefe 
proud  or  thoughtkfs  men  are  fufficient  to  confume,  it  would  be 
found  a  matter  of  no  fmall  ferioifnefs. 

But  there  is  another  fault  flill  worfe  frequently  joined  with 
this  ;  deeming  it  beneath  their  notice,  whether  fuch  of  their  in- 
feriors, as  have  juft  and  rer^fonabl'e  demand's  upon  them,  arc 
paid  when  they  ought.  At  the  fame  time  they  would  think  it 
infamous  not  to  pay  what  they  lofe  to  the  vileft  wretch  in  the 
pernicious  pipclice  of  gjtming,  though  the  law,  for  the  publick 
good,  difcournges  and  almofl  foibids  their  doing  it.  Nctwith- 
ftanding  wLich.  by  a  nionftrcus  perverfion  of  lai^guage,  they 
call  thefe  lr.ft  their  debts  of  honour,  in  oppofition  to  tlie  for- 
mer. It  is  very  true,  that  motives,  not  at  all  akin  to  pride,  ire- 
quently  induce, thofe  of  high  rank  to  negleft  or  even  refufe  fa- 

tisfying 
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fadsfying  their  creditors.  But  fo  far  as  they  take  liberties  in 
this  refpeft,  which  were  they  lefs  confiderable  in  the  world, 
they  would  not  dare  to  take,  and  probably  would  not  think  of 
taking ;  fo  far  their  injuftice  arifes  from  a  haughty  confidence 
in  their  own  greatnefs,  and  a  contemptuous  indifference,  to  what 
inconveniences  and  difEculties  they  expofe  others.  There  needs 
bttt  a  little  confideration  to  fee,  what  exquifite  diftreffes  fuch 
a  conduft  muft  produce;  and  how  pitiable  the  fituation  ofthofe 
poor  people  muft  be ;  who,  on  pain  of  lofing  all  their  bufinefs, 
dare  not  refufe  credit ;  and  yet  are  in  a  likely  way  to  be  ruin- 
ed, if  they  give  it.  The  common  method  of  faving  thcmfelves, 
I  fear,  is,  by  making  unreafonable  gains  from  the  good  part 
of  their  cuftomers,  to  indemnify  themfelves  for  the  delays, 
and  often  final  difappointments,  which  they  meet  with  from 
the  bad.  But  this  is  plainly  punifliing  fuch  as  ufe  them  weD, 
for  the  faults  of  others  who  ufe  them  ill :  a  behaviour  of  which 
no  one  flionld  be  guilty,  and  therefore  no  one  (hould  be  driven 
to  it ;  but  leaft  of  all  by  thofe,  whofe  jcircumftances  either  do 
or  might  exempt  them  the  moft  intirely  from  any  neceffity  of 
fuch  injuftice.  The  care  of  being  pundual  in  the  difcharge  of 
their  debts,  and  confiderate,  for  that  purpofe,  in  comparing 
their  income  and  expences,  and  attentive  to  keep  the  latter  with- 
in the  compafs  of  the  former,  far  from  being  below  the  greateft, 
,  enables  them  to  (hew  themfelves  truly  great  on  many  occa^ 
Sons,  when  otherwife  they  could  not :  bu^  the  figure  which 
they  make  in  the  eyes  of  mankind,  amidft  all  their  fplendor, 
for  the  want  of  this  care ;  and  the  poor  arts,  to  which  they  are 
obliged  to  condefcend,  for  quieting  their  creditors,  and  fupport- 
ing  their  extravagances,  are  extremely  unfuitable^  to  a  ftation 
that  claims  diftinguiihed  refpeft. 

Another  very  blameable,  and  very  pernicious  inftance  of  high- 
mindednefs  in  the  great,  is,  imagining  the  management  of  their 
families  an  attention  too  low  for  them.  Even  that  of  their 
children  they  very  commonly  defpife  to  an  aftonifliing  degree. 
And  yet  think  it  no  diflionour,  to  throw  away  on  every  trifle 
and  folly,  that  they  can  hunt  out,  many  of  thofe  hours,  a  few 
of  which  might  do  a  great  deal  towards  making  life  a  bleifing, 
(which  now  through  their  fault  is  often  a  curfe)  to  thofe  whom 
they  have  brought  into  it.  Or  if  they  have  humility  enough 
to  mfpe£k  fome  part  of  their  educationi  it  is  ufually  the  out-* 
W»rd  and  fliewy,  but  leaft  material  part :  and  they  would  be 
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alhamed  of  the  fuppofition  of  their  taking  anj  ferious  pains,  to 
plant  in  them  thofe  principles  of  religion  and  virtue,  on  learn, 
ing  which  the  prefent  and  future  happinefs  of  their  children 
depends  j  and  their  own,  on  teaching  them.  If  perfons  can 
treat  the  verj  fruit  of  their  body*  in  fuch  a  manner;  no  won- 
der, if  the  fervants  under  their  roof  are  treated  amifs.  And 
jet  a  tender  regard  to  the  meaneft  of  th^m  is  unqueiUonat>l7 
the  duty  of  the  higheft  of  thofe  who  emploj  them.  For^our 
common  humanity  requires,  that  ^heir  difadvantageous  condi- 
tion be  not  rendered  more  fo  than  it  needs,  either  by  deiign  or 
pegligence,  of  which  nature  hath  giyen  them  as  ftrong  a  feel- 
ing as  their  betters.  And  therefore,  of  our  own  accord,  we 
ihould  inquire  and  confider  about  them :  when  they  offer  cbm- 
plaints,  we  fliould  receive  them  ;  and  if  there  be  feme  impro- 
priety in  the  manner  of  making  them,  pafs  over  that,  as  pro- 
ceeding perhaps  from  ignorance,  perhaps  from  a  prefent  fenfe 
of  fuffering ;  look  to  the  fubftance  of  what  they  alledge,  and 
grant  them  due  redrefs.  Again,  when  they  feem  to  be  in  a 
fault,  we  ihould  fubmit  to  hear  patiently,  and  examine  equita- 
bly, every  plea  they  have  to  make.  For  there  may  be  cir* 
cumflance^  of  no  fmall  weight,  in  their  favour,  both  as  to  what 
they  remonftrate  about,  and  what  they  are  accufed  of,  which 
^e  may  not  have  rightly  underftood  or  ccnfidered  ;  and  therefore 
ihould  permit  them  to  be  laid  before  us.  Otherwife  we  treat* 
them  as  unworthy  of  common  juilice,  and  incur  that  guilt, 
which  Job  hath  expreffcd  in  fiich  afFcffing  words  that  they  can 
never  be  omitted,  when  this  fubjeft  is  mentioned.  If  I  did 
defpife  the  caufe  of  my  man-fsrvant^  or  my  maidfci-vcnt^  when 
they  contended  with  me  ;  what  Jhall  I  do  whe7i  God  rifeth  upy 
and  when  he  vf/itethy  what  fball  I  anfwer  him  ?  Did  not  he 
that  made  me^  make  him:  and  did  not  one  frjlion  us  in  the 
womb  *  ?     . 

I  Sim  very  fenfible,  that  entering  in  perfon  too  minutely  into 
the  particulars  of  eviery  fmall  domeftick  concern,  may  fit  ill 
upon 'people  of  rank ;  and  perhaps  be  inccnfiftent  w^ilh  their 
attention  to  affairs  of  more  importance.  But  fo  far  as  they 
can  with  any  propriety  look  into  things ,  they  Itonld  be  careful, 
not  only  to  behave  mildly  and  equitably  to  their  fervants  them- 
felves,  but  to  fee  that  they  behave  fo  one  to  another.     For.  in, 
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large  femaies  efpeclally,  there  are  fometimes  dreadful  grievan- 
ces of  this  kind :  and  requi£te  fubordination  may  be  fufficienu 
Ij  prefervedy  without  either  coantcnancing  or  permitting  oppref«* 
fion. 

Not  that,  under  colour  of  gentlenefs  to  them,  we  ihould  fuf« 
kt  them  to  live  uncontrolled,  and  to  do  as  they  pleafe*  This 
would  be  a  faUe  good  nature,  and  exteniively  pernicious.  We 
maj  tlhink  perhaps,  that  we  ihall  hurt  nobody  by  it,  but  our-. 
fdves  ;  and  even  this  we  oi»ght  not  to  do.  But»iadeedf  along 
with  ourfelves,  we  ihall  hurt  the  fortunes,  it  may  b.^  the  morals 
too,  of  tbofe  who  ought  to  be  deareil  to  us ;  for  wicked  fer- 
vantB  are  dangerous  corrupters  :  we  ihall  fet  an  examjde  of  ill 
mans^ement  in  our  own  families^  which  will  make  it  nK>re  dif- 
ficult f  3r  others  to  manage  theirs  well :  and  we  (hall  do  the 
greateft  prejudice  of  all  to  thofe,  who  will  probably  at  prefent 
the  leaft  complain  of  it ;  I  meaathe  poor  wretches,  whom  we 
indulge  fo  wrohgly.  For  it  is  hardly  to  be  hoped,  but  that  our 
negligence  about  their  condud  will  tempt  them,  either  to  be 
diflioneft,  or  idle,  or  waftef ul,  in  our  fervice ;  or  vicious  and 
diffolute  ;  or  however,  forgetful  of  their  duty  to  God.  And 
we  owe  to  them,  as  we  have  taken  them  under  our  care,  to  pre- 
ferve  them,  if  we  can,  from  all  thefe  fins ;  to  direft  their  ftejis 
in  the  ways  of  religion  and  virtue  ;  and  not  expofe  them  to 
ruia  here,  and  mifery  hereafter,  for  want  of  vouchfafing  to  look 
a  little  after  them  :  a  Ihocking  inftance  of  haughtinefs  in  rela- 
tion to  our  brethren  for  whom  Chrift  died*, 

I  have  enlarged  fo  long  on  thefe  particulars,  in  which  the 
upper  part  of  the  world  are  too  high-minded^  to  attend  to  their 
duty,  that  I  muft  comprehend  the  reft  in  a  very  few  words ; 
which  I  beg  all,  who  are  concerned,  to  refleft  upon  more  dif- 
tlnftlj,  and  apply  to  themfelves  impartially.  Whoever  makes 
his  rank  or  his  wealth  a  privilege,  either  to  fay  or  do  things 
to  any  one  that  are  injurious  or  unbecoming  ;  or  to  omit  things 
that  are  right  and  good ;  whoever  makes  ufe  of  his  inferiors 
for  his  own  advantage  or  amufement,  to  their  inconvenience, 
and  negkfts  them  when  he  hath  done :  whoever  expeds  more 
from  them,  in  any  refpecl,  than  he  hath  a  reafonable  claim  to ; 
or  makes  his  fuperiority,  by  the  oftentation  of  it  painful,  or  by 
{he  mifufs  of  it  detrimental,  juftly  falls  under  the  apoftle's 
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charge,  as  a  high-minded  offender  againft  man  and  God.  And 
tiiough  offences  of  this  kind  are  heinous  in  all  perfons,  jet  thej 
are  peculiarly  fo  in  Ghriflians  ;  whofe  rule,  which  they  pro- 
fefs  to  follow,  is.  Be  kindly  affe'Bioned  one  to  another^  with 
brotherly  love:  in  honour  preferring  one  another:  mind  not 
high  things^  but  condefcend  to  men  of  low  eftate  *•  Let  nothing 
be  done  through  Jirife  or  vain  glory y  but  in  lowlinefs  of  mind  lU 
each  ejleem  other  better  than  themf elves.  Look  not  every  man 
en  his  own  things^  but  every  man  alfo  on  the  things  of  others. 
Let  this  mind  be  in  you  which  was  alfo  in  Chrifl  Jefus^  who'  hf' 
ing  in  the  form  of  God^  took  on  him  the  form  of  <ifervant\ 
and  humbled  him/elf  unto  deaths  even  the  death  of  the  crofs\. 
All  of  you  befubjeB  one  to  another^  and  be  clothed  with  humi- 
lity: for  God  refifleth  the  froud^  and  giveth  grace  to  the  hum>' 
blet. 

i 
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Clarge  them  that  are  rich  in  this  worlds  that  they  be  not  high-- 
mindedy  not  trufi  in  uncertain  riches^  but  in  the  living  God^ 
who  giveth  us  richly  all  things  to  injoy  :  that  they  do  good^ 
that  they^  be  rich  in  good  woris^  ready  to  diftribute^  willing 
to  communicate. 

TN  this  paiTage  the  apoftle  requires  the  minlfters  of  God's 
word,  firfty  to  caution  perfons  of  wealth  and  rank  againfl 
tbe  fins  of  which  they  are  peculiarly  in  danger :  then  to  lay 
before  them  the  duties,  to  which  they  are  peculiarly  bound. 
I  have  endeavoured  already  to  obey  his  injundion,  in  relation 
to  the  former  of  the  two  fins,  which  he  fpecifies,  that  of  being 
high-minded  ;  and  now  proceed  to  the  latter,  trujling  in  uncer^ 
tain  riches :  which  phrafe  comprehends  placing  the  happinefs 
of  life  either  in  wealth  itfelf,  or  in  thofe  pleafures  and  amufe- 
ments,  which  it  is  commonly  made  the  inftrutnent  of  procuring. 
The  prohibition  therefore  of  doing  this  extends  to  regulate  the 
acquifition,  the  pofleiTion  and  ufe  of  a  gr^t  fortune :  and  to 
go  through  the  fubjcd  fully,  each  of  thefe  points  muft  be  con- 
fidercd, 

I.  The  acquifition.  In  fpeculation  it  feems  hardly  to  be 
cxpeAed,  that  any  one,  who  is  once  mafter  of  enough  to  an- 
fwer  his  real  and  reafonable  wants,  fhould  feel  any  defire  al- 
moft,  on  his  own  account,  of  having  more :  that  be  fhould 
take  much  pains  about  it,  is  very  wonderful ;  and  that  he 
fcould  do  any  thing  wrong  for  it,  quite  unaccountable.  But 
that  they,  who  have  fuperfluous  'wealth  already,  fliould  both 
;iif{iuiet  thenjfelves  and  injure  others,  merely  to  obtain  a  larger 
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fttperflttity,  is  incredibly  abfurd.  And  yet,  in  faft,  thefe  arc 
the  perfbns  vrhofe  paffion  for  augmenting  their  incomes  is 
ufually  the  ftrongeft.  When  riches  increafe^  fet  not  your 
heart  upon  them^  is  the  caution  Of  fcripture  * ;  and  accordingly 
the  fon  of  Sirach  pronounces,  Bleffed  is  the  rich%  that  is  found 
without  hlemijh^  ■  and  hath  not  gone  after  gold.  Who  is  he  / 
and  we  will  call  him  bleffed ;  for  wonderful  things  hath  be 
done  among  his  people^  Who  hath  been  tried  thereby  y  and  found 
perfeSi  .^  then  let  him  glory  f.  For  indeed  neither  the  mean 
nor  the  un^uft  things,  to  which  neceffity  prompts  the  poor, 
are  to  be  compared  with  thofe,  which  perfons,  far  above  ne- 
ceffity, will  notwithftanding  do  for  gain.  Too  many  there 
are,  who  feem  to  account  their  follies  and  their  vices  in  the 
number  of  things  neceffary  ;  and  though  they  have  abun- 
daiitly  fufficicnt  to  live  according  to  their  rank,  provided  they* 
would  live  prudently  and  virtuoufly,  will  fubmit  to  acquire, 
by  wicked  means,  wh^t  they  want  only  to  fupport  them  in 
wicked  courfes.  And  others,  though  unable  to  find  out  either 
good  or  bad  ufes  for  what  they  have  already,  yet  are  not  at 
all  the  lefs  eager  for  adding  more  to  it ;  but  will  do  almoft 
any  thing  to  enlarge,  what  they  enjoy  nothing  from,  except, 
as  Solomon  obferves,  beholding  it  with  their  eyes  t ;  and  he  hath 
obferved  further,  that  the  eye  is  not  fattrfed  with  feeing^. 
Defires  iiicreafe  continually,  and  cares  along  with  them.  Such 
acquiiitions  cannot  really  promote  even  their  prefent  happi- 
nefs  ;  or  fuppofing  they  coul(^,  yet  if  pfing  unfair  or  low  arts 
to  ferve  their  own  interefts  be  excufable  in  the  wealthy,  in 
whom  is  it  that  anything  is  inexcufable  ?  No  temptation  is 
a  warrant  for  doing  wrong ;  but  to  do  wrong,  without  any 
thing  that  deferves  the  name  of  a  temptation,  is  exceedingly 
bad.  And  it  cann^  be  nature,  but  merely  an  abfurd  habit, 
wilfully  indulged,  that  tempts  men  to  accumulate  what  they 
have  no  need  of. 

But  though  riches  alone  render  eagernefs  .for  more  very 
blameable  and  unbecoming,  yet  greatnefs  added  to  them 
doubles  the  fault.  For  exalted  rank  abfolutely  calls  for  the 
exercife  of  honourable  difinterellednefs.  And  tb«re  are  feveral 
things,  in  ftrianefe,  very  lawful  and  honeft,   which  yet  arc 
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fceneath  people  of  ooodkion ;  who,  as  far  us  they  call  with 
auy  tolerable  prudence,  ouf  ht  ever  to  avoid  the  ih^ow  of  a 
mean  a&ion  5  and  leave  no  room  for  the  imputation  of  beijig 
mifled  by  ibrdid  motives  in  any  part  of  life.     For  who  Ihall 
fet  the  example  of  refilling  fuch  confiderations,  if  they  give 
way  to  them  ?  And  yet  what  fort  of  example  i^.  there  mo.i^e 
-needful  or  more  beneficial  ?  Not  that  people  of  birth  and  for- 
tune ought  to  think  themfelves  above  all  views,  either  of  pri- 
vate advantage  or  of  due  recompence  for  their  public  fervices* 
This,  in  many  cafes,   would  be  a  falfe  and  romantic  delicacy ; 
unreafonably    detrimental   to   themfelves   and   their   families, 
and  produSive  of  no  benefit,  but  harm,   to  the  world  around 
thera.     But  in  every  cafc,  to  aft  with  a  fteady  regard  to  tryth 
and  right  and  eommon  good,  and,  without  hefitation,  to  prefer 
•  Aeir  charafter  before  their  intereft,  when  they  interfere,  is  in- 
deed the  general  duty  of  all  men,   but  of  the  rich  and  great 
above  all. .    Whoever  violates  it  in  private  life  is  almoft  fure 
to  contraft  an  infamy,   that  will  make  his  gains  a  dear  pur- 
chafe.     And   in  aflairs  of  a  more  public  nature  the  guilt    at 
leaft  is  the  fame  ;   often  greater,  as  the  mifchief  done,  or  how- 
ever rfie  bad  example  fet,  is  more  extenfive.     1  am  very  fen- 
fible  how  common  it  is  for  men  of  fetioufnefs  and  worth  in 
other  refpefts  not  to  confider  thefe  things  as  matter  of  con- 
fcience  at  all,   and  accordingly  to  ^ke  ftrange  liberties'  in  re- 
litioii  to  them.     But  a  little  impar^l  refleflion   would  foon 
fecw,  that  both  reafon  and  religion  prohibit  the  obftrufting 
of  ufeful   meafures   by  oppofition,    forwarding    bad  ones  by 
fubferviency,  encouraging  wickednefs  or  worthlefnefs,   depart- 
ing from  juftice  and  equity,   for  any  felfifli  or  any  party  end 
whatever.     Were  even  a  general  good  propofed  to  be  ferved 
bj  it,  evil  is  not  to  be  done  that  good  may  come  *  5    nor   will 
any  come  from  it  that  would  not  have  been  more  effeftually 
obtained,  and  longer  preferved,  by  other  means.     And  as  for 
good  merely  perfon^,  whoever  aims  at  that  by  methods  hurt- 
ful to  his  country,   whatever  outward  advantages  he  may  get 
by  it,  will  lofe  all  title  to  peace  wiftiin.    And  it  will  be  found, 
if  not  foon,'yet,  which  is  worfe,  too  late,  that  his  own  intereft^ 
aad  that  of  his  pafterity,  are  fo  connefted  with  the  intereft  of  the 
.  Vol.  I.  C  c  •  whole, 
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whole,  tllat  all  advantages,  made  by  a  behaviour  inconfiftent 
with  it,  will  be  truly  uncertain  riches  as  the  text  calls  them ;  will 
maJke  themf elves  wings  and  fly  away  *,  in  the  time  of  general 
calamity ;  or  perhaps  Icwig  before,  in  the  preceding  general 
wickednefs,  which  he  hath  been  inftrumental  in  haftening  on : 
Jlnd  then  reproach  and  fliame  will  be  the  only  portion  leff  to 
him  or  his.  But  how  righteous  foever  the  acquifition  of  their 
wealth  may  have  been,  the  rich  in  this  world  have  need  that  a 
charge  be  given  them, 

2.  Concerning  the  poffeflion  of  it.  In  the  poffeffion  alone, 
fome  of  them  feem  to  have  placed  the  whole  of  its  value  j 
making  literally,  as  ^ob  ©xpreffes  it,  gold  their  hope^  and  fay- 
ing to  theflnegoldy  thou  art  my  confidence  \i  and  neither  em- 
ploying it  to  any  benefit  of  their  own,  nor  of  any  one  elfe. 
Now  keeping  a  heap  of  wealth,  merely  for  the  fake  of  keep- 
ing it,  is  an  apparent  abfurdity.  Keeping  it,  merely  for  the 
repute  of  having  it,  is  a  very  low  inducement.  And  if  laying 
up  againft  future  accidents  be  pretended,  a  moderate  ftore  will 
fuffice  for  a  reafonable  fecurity,  and  nothing  can  fecure  us  ab- 
folutely.  Indeed  the  larger  the  fortune,  the  more  room  for  ac- 
cidents, in  one  part  or  another  of  it ;  and  the  lofs  of  a  fmall 
part  will  be  as  grievous  to  a  heart  fet  upon  riches,  as  thai  of 
a  larger  to  another  man.  Befides,  whoever  lives  only  to  the 
purpofe  of  faving  and  accumulating,  will  be  tempted  by  this 
ruling  paffion  to  a  finful  neglefl:  of  the 'poor  and^the  worthy 
among  his  friends  and  dependants,  perhaps  among,  ^^s  rela- 
tions and  very  children.  For  that  important  obligation  qiprfh- 
vidingfor  their  own,  and fpecially  for  thofe  of  their  own  houfe^ 
(on  which  St.  Patil^  in  the  chapter  before  the  text  t,  hath 
laid  fo  great  a  ftrefs,  and  which  the  covetous  imagine,  or  pre- 
tend j  they  are  fb  faithfully  performing)  doth  not  cOiifiil  at  ail 
in  hoarding  np  for  them  as  much  as  they  can,  but  in  beftow- 
ing  upoft  them  as  much  as  they  need.  This  not  only  the  con- 
text proves,  and  the  ufe  of  the  original  Word  in  other  authors, 
but  the  nature  of  the  thing.  For  whoever  is  in  want  of  any 
thing  requifite,  is  evidently  unprovided  for,  how  much  wealth 
foever  another  may  fay  he  keeps  for  him^  whilft  he  really 
keeps  it  from  him.  ^  And  when  any  one  hath  made  provifion 
enough  for  thofe  who  peculiarly  belong  to  him,   to  put  them 
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in  a  way  fuitable  to  their  condition,  he  can  feldom  be  l^und, 
and  is  not  always  at  liberty  to  do  more.  The  xare  of  them 
indeed  is  the  firft  demand  upon  him  ;  yet  after  this  \t  fufficient- 
ly  taken,  and  even  while  it  is  taking,  there  may  be  many  o- 
ther  moft  equitable  claims  ;  and  they  are  all  of  them  intitled 
to  a  proportionable  regard,  by  that  general  precept  of  reafon, 
as  well  as  fcripture,  Withhold  not  good  from  thim^  to  whom  it 
is  due^  when  it  is  in  the  power  of  thy  hand  to  do  it  *.  Some 
occafions  prefent  themfelves  to  every  one,  and  frequent  occa- 
fions  to  the  rich  and  great,*  on  which  extending,  ads  of  liberali- 
ty far  beyond  the  narrow  bounds  of  a  family,  is  indeed  but 
difcharging  a.  debt ;  whi^h  the  participation  in  common  of  hu- 
man nature  brings  upon  us,  and  he  that  hath  made  us  all  of  one 
iioodj-  expedls  we  fliall  pay.  Nor  will  he  fail  to  impute  it 
for  heinous  guilt,  at  the  day  of  judgment ;  (as  our  Saviour 
hath  given  us  awful  warning)  if  they  whom  he  hath  particu- 
larly qualified  for  works  of  charity,  and  exprefsly  appointed 
the  ftewards  and  difpenfers  of  what  he  hath  beftowed  on  them ' 
purpofely  for  that  very  end,  (hall,  in  breach  of  fo  facred  a 
tmft,  confine  to  themfelves  the  bounty  which  was  placed  in 
their  hands^  that  *all  around  them  might  receive  a  proper  Ihare 
ofit. 

But  fome  of  the  higher  part  of  ipankind  adventure  to  go 
ftili  greater  lengths  than  this,  to  preferve  the  poffeflion  of 
what  they  have :  detain  from  others,  without  fcruple,  what 
even  in  legal  jaflice  they  are  entitled  to ;  and  defend  them- 
felves againft  the  demand  of  it,  on  the  advantage- ground  of 
their  wealth,  or  their  rank  and  ftation  ;  which  render  it  often 
difficult  and  expenfive,  fometimes  impoffible  for  their  inferiors 
to  obtain  redrefs,  A  moft  ungenerous,  diflioneft,  tyrannical 
ufe  of  the  prerogatives  of  their  condition  !  Every  one  muft  fee 
it  to  be  fo  ;  and  they,  upon  whom  the  eyes  of  every  one  are 
fixed,  fliould  have  no  little  regard  to  this  confideration,  a- 
mongft-  others  that  are  ftill  weightier.  The  privileges  granted 
by  law  to  fome  were  granted  for  the  fecurity  of  the  public 
good,  not  the  patronage  of  private  oppreflion.  And  thofe, 
which  others  take  to  themfelves,  of  awing  or  ruining,  by 
the  fuperiority  of  their  fortune  of  their  credit,,  fuch  as  pre- 
fume  to  think  of  recovering  what  is  denied  them,  arc   con- 
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^rary  to  the  whole  inte<it  of  law  and  of  human  fociety.  Not 
to  fay,  that  whoever  hath  a  fpark  of  true  greatnefs,  will  be 
defirous  to  put  any  one,  with  whom  he  hath  a  controvcffy, 
fairly  on  the  level  for  an  equiCable  decifion  of  it,  and  will  fay, 
with  Eiihu  in  yob^  if  thoucanft  anfwer  me,  fet  thy  words  in 
order  before  me^  fland  up,  Behold^  my  terror fbaU  not  make 
thee  afraidy  neither  Jhali  my  hand  be  heavy  upon  thee  *. 

But  perhaps  they  will  plead,  that  the  demands,  which  they 
refufe  to  fatisfy,  are  unjuft  impofitioiis.  And  without  quef- 
tion,  if  that  be  really  and  evidently  fo,  they  hot  only  are  war- 
^  ranted  to  ftand  out  themfelves,  but  ought  to  ptotcft  others  in 
doing  it,  as  far  as  they  properly  can.  But  then,  it  is  never 
allowable  to  make  this  plea,  without  being  fatisfied  of  its 
truth ;  and  men  cannot  be  reafonably  fatisfied  of  any  thing, 
concerning  which  they  have  npt  impartially  fought  for  fijl  in-, 
formation,  and  coolly  confidered  it.  They  may  have  enter* 
taincd  fufpicions,  they  may  have  heard  reports,  they  may 
have  received  pofitive  aiTurances,  perhaps  from  the  prejudiced, 
pierhaps  from  the  ignorant ;  but  thefe  things,  without  know- 
ing what  the  other  fide  hath  to  anfwer,  are  no  foundations  at 
all  to  determine  upon,  in  paatters  of  property ':  where  it  fliould 
ever  be  obferved,  as  a  general  rule,  that  though  we  are  indeed 
concerned  to  inquire  what  demands  are  ill  grounded,  and  re- 
jed  them  ;  yet  we  are  much  more  concerned  to  inquire  what 
are  well  grounded,  and  comply  with  them.  Our  intereft  only 
:  jjs  at  flake  in  one  cafe,  and  often  a  very  fmall  intereft  too  j  but 
our  honour  and  confcience  in  the  other.  For  whoever  pre- 
fumes  in  any  matter,  to  fay,  he  will  not  do  what  juftice  or  e- 
quity  requires  he  fhould  do,  may  in  other  refpecls  be  a  worthy 
man,  but  in  this  he  is  very  blameable :  and  were  the  fanae 
temper  to  influence  his  whole  condu6l,  he  would  be  conr^plete- 
ly  wicked.  Indeed,  to  fay  the  truth,  unjuftly  withholding 
things  is  much  the  fame  crime  as  unjuftly  taking  them  away. 
And  whoever  is  in  reality,  as  well  as  nanie,  a  man  of  honour, 
were  it  ever  fo  much  in  his  power,  by  his  own  authority,  or 
the  complaifance  of  others,  tb  procure  himfelf  unequitable 
profits  or  favings,  without  any  ppflibility  of  controul ;  will  not 
endeavour,  will  not  permit,  that  a  preference  or  favour,  in- 
jurious to  any  one  perfbn  in  the  world,  fiiall  ever  be*  fliewn 
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him.  He  will  check  the  bafenefs  of  thofe  who  would  pay 
court  to  him  by  fuch  rile  pra£bices,  and  obviate  the  fears  of 
fuch  a&  apprehend  they  may  difpleale  him  by  a^ing  uprightly, 
wlierc  it  makes  againft  him.  Far  from  contriving  or  defiring 
to  be  eafed  at  the  expence  of  thofe  beneath  him,  he  will  require 
to  be  put  on  no  better  a  footing  than  other  men  ;  and  to  be 
charged  with  his  full  fliarp  of  the  burthens  of  fociety,  fince 
he  receives  his  full  fiiare  of  its  benefits.  No  matter,  that 
while  he  behaves  thus,  others,  and  it  may  be  thofe  of  his  own 
rank,  will  not  fail  to  behave  very  diiFerently,  nor  he  perhaps 
to  be  a  fufFerer  by  it.  He  will  be  content,  if  they  pleafe  to 
have  it  fo,  that  feeking  and  enjoying  unfiiir  advantages  ihall 
be  their  charafter  ;  and  refufing  and  defpifing  them,  his. 

But  befides  the  fins,  which  may  be  committed  in  the  getting 
or  keeping  of  wealth,  there  are 

3.  Others,  committed  too  frequently  in  ufing  it ;  which  per- 
fons  of  fuperior  fortune  and  rank  mufl  be  charged  to  avoid, 
*tid  which  undoubtedly  the  text  comprehends.  For  pvtting 
their  trvfi  in  riches^  is  juft  as  much  the  defcription  of  thofe,  who 
place  the  happinefs  of  life  in  the  enjoyment  of  large  eftates, 
as  thofe  who  place  It  in  th^  poffeffion  of  them.  Nay  indeed^ 
as  a  very  great  part  of  the  ancient  wealth  confifted  immediate- 
ly in  plenty  of  thofe  things,  which  give  pleafure  in  the  con- 
(umption  of  them ;  fo  voluptuoufncfs,  which  furely  the  apoflle 
Would  not  omit  on  this  occafion.  Was  perhaps  more  efpecially 
defigned  to  be  forbidden  than  rapacioufnefs,  or  exceffive  par- 
fimony.  And  it  confirms  this,  that  when  our  Saviour  wis 
cautioning  his  hearers  againft  laying  up  treafurtfor  thevifehcs^ 
inftead  oi  being  rich  towards  God ;  the  parable,  by  which  he 
chofe  to  3o  it,  was  that  of  a  perfun,  who  having,  as  he  thought, 
tibundant  provifion  of  good  ih\r\gs  for  many  year u  determined 
upon  it  from  thenceforth  to  take  hit  enfc^  eat^  dri?ik^  and  he 
merry  *.  Now  this  man  is  the  reprefentative  of  a  numerous 
multitude,  who  agree  intirely  in  his  general  fcheme,  though 
they  differ  from  each  other  in  fcveral  particulars. 

Some  truft  in  their  riches  fo  very  inconfideraiely,   that  they 
truft  there  will  never  be  an  end  of  them,   let  them  be  fquan- 
dcred  as  extravagantly  as  thty  will.     So  they  fet  oUt  with 
gratifj^hg  tbemfeives  in  every  thing,   and  looking  after  no- 
thing J 
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thing  ;  till,  having  been  the  admiration  of  the  weak,  and  the 
pity  of  the  wife  for  a  few  years,  and  contributed  to  undo  their 
equals  by  their  example,  and  their  inferiors  by  the  honour  of 
employing  and  not  paying  them  ;  they  are  reduced  from  the 
grandeur,  which  they  Qiould  not  have  affeflied,  to  difficulties 
that  they  need  never  have  known.  But  they  will  feel  them- 
BOW  the  more  fevcrely  for  their  preceding  indulgencies,  and 
yet  perhaps  will  be  tempted  to  plunge  forward,  through  mean- 
nefs  and  wickeduefs,  into  deeper  ruin,  inftead  of  retreating  as 
loon  as  they  perceived  their  miftake :  which  laft  if  they  would 
do,  wirh  an  ingenious  acknowledgment  of  it,  they  would  de- 
ierve  to  be  treated  with  much  tendemefs*  as  having  erred  only 
through  inexperience,  and  though tlefs  levity,  not  ill  dcfign. 

Others,  if  they  do  not  diffipate  their  eftates  in  fo  wild  a 
manner,  yet  ufe  them  principally  to  minifter  to  their  feofua- 
lity  and  debauchery ;  vices  which  men  of  fuperior  fortune 
fomehow  imagine  they  have  a  fort  of  right  to  be  guilty  of: 
aad  men  of  fuperior  rank  behave,  too  many  of  them,  as  if 
they  had -no  other  end  of  their  being.  Commonly  they  do  fo 
in  the  beginning  of  life,  and,  in  truth >  not  uncommonly  to  the 
end  of  it.  Yet  it  is  evident,  beyond  denial,  that  reafon  no 
jnore  allows,  and  inclination  no  more  excufes,  thefe  things, 
in  the  higheft  of  mankind  than  the  loweft  ;  and  were  all  man- 
kind to  praftife  them  without  rellraint,  there  would  be  no  liv- 
fng  in  the  world.  Indeed  there  is  not  any  degree  of  vicious 
praftice,  but  hath  its  proportioi>able  degree  of  mifchief,  to 
fome  one  or  another,  following  it ;  efpecially  as  one  wrong 
ftep  leads  on  imperceptibly,  and  at  laft,  (as  the  guilty  are  apt 
to  think)  unavoidably,  to  many  others  :  and  thus  the  moft 
harmlefs  and  beft-natured  vices  in  appearance,  produce  per- 
haps the  cruellef!  injuries.  But  the  fatal  effefts  of  fenfual  in- 
ijulgencies  and  dilKblute  pleafures  on  the  healths,  the  fortunes, 
the  ufefulnefs,  the  reputations,  the  peace,  of  thofe  who  give 
V^ay  to  ihem,  on  the  quiet  and  profperity  of  families,  on  the 
good  order  and  ftrength  of  civil  fociety ;  are  fo  obvious  in 
themfelves,  fo  often  iufifted  on  from  this  place,  and  fo  univer- 
jfklly  acknowledged,  (how  little  foever  the  acknowledgment 
influences  men). that  there  can  be  no  need  to  enlarge  on  them 
at  prefent.  And  were  they  much  lefs  notorious  than  tl«y  arei 
yet,  fince  God  hath  been  pleafed  to  interpofe  his  peremptory 
(;omm^ds  i»  ^  Q^fe  where  furely  he  may  j  and  to  deliver  by 
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exprefs  revelation  fuch  rules  for  the  government  of  erery  ap- 
petite,  as  his  infinite  wifdom  faw  to  be  fit ;  it  behoves  tlie 
greateft  of  thofe,  who  prefume  to  tranfgrefs  the  limits  which 
he  hath  fet  them,  to  confider  well  with  themfelves  what  plea 
they  will  make  to  him  another  day  for  fo  doing.  That  na- 
ture prompts  them  to  it,  is  not  always  a  truth  j  for  their  cx- 
ceifes  are  often  a  perverfion,  a  force  upon  nature :  and  it  is  ne- 
ver a  judification,  unlefs  it  be  juftifiable  for  men  to  do  eveiy 
ihing  to  which  they  are  inclined  :  when  yet  they  fliew  perpe- 
tually, that  they  can,  if  they  pleafe,  curb  their  ftrongefl  incli- 
nations of  this  fort,  on  motives  far  lefs  confiderable  than  Chofe 
of  religion.  And  for  the  remaining  excufe  of  general  cuftom^ 
what  is  wrong  for  one  to  do  is  U/rong  for  more ;  and  God 
will  not  difpenfe  with  his  laws,  merely  becaufe  a  number  of 
his  creatures  join  to  difobey  them :  beiides  that  perfons  of  rank 
are  bound,  both  in  honour  and  duty,  to  fet  the  example,  not  to 
follow  it  blindfold.  Examples  of  vice  they  have  fet,  till  thofe 
about  chem^and  beneath  them  have  learned  much  more  of  it 
than  their  fuperiors,  I  believe,  wilh  they  had  ;  but  they  mufl: 
wifliin  vain,  till  they  change  their  own  condud.  And  indeed, 
the  men  of  condition  efpecially,  have  left  no  room  for  any  of 
themfelves  to  make  a  diftinguiihed  figure  in  wickednefs,  with- 
out becoming  abandoned  to  the  xneft  ihocking  and  pernicious 
degrees  of  it,  nor  hardly  then.  But  by  a  virtuous  example 
they  may  be  moft  honourably  fingular ;  for  the  efteem  of  good- 
aefs  is  ftiU  general,  however  rare  the  practice  be.  And  not 
only  the  fober  part  of  mankind,  but  the  bulk  of  the  immoral, 
(though  doubtlefs  more  delighted  with  fuch  as  keep  them  in 
countenance,  and  often  poorly  alFeiling  to  ridicule  others)  yet 
4o,  and  muft,  inwardly,  both  refpeft  and  envy  the  worthy  few, 
who  adorn  exalted  rahk  by  an  uniform  regularity  of  life,  in 
the  midft  of  every  temptation  to  the  contrary. 

Another  very  bad  ufe  of  wealth,  in  which  too  many  feem 
to  place  (if  one  may  judge  from  the  vehemence  with  whidi 
they  purfue  it)  no  fmall  part  of  their  happinefs,  is  that  of 
gaining.  Whence  it  arifes,  that  fo  ftrange  a  paffion  fixes  itfelf 
fo  deep  in  the  hearts  of  fuch  numbers,  is  hard  to  fay ;  whcthe;^' 
it  be  an  abfurd  covetoufnefs,  an  unmeaning  fondnefs  for  vic- 
tory, a  groundlefs  perfuafion  of  fuperior  iliill,  an  idle  conceit 
of  being  favoured  by  fortune,  or  a  wretched  longing  to  get  rid 
any  how  of  unwelcome  thoughts  and  tedious  hours.     What- 
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ever  be  its  origm,  its  effefts  are  moft  fatal.     Hiat  «U  phy  is 

at  all  times,  and  to  all  perfoas,  either  unlawful  or  inexpedient, 
I  would  by  no  means  affirm.  But  that  verj  often  it  is  fo,  can- 
not be  denied  ;  and  every  one,  who  takes  a  ihare  in  it,  ihould 
confider  fcrioufly  the  nature  and  tendency  of  what  he  doth. 
If  it  inclines  him  to  paffioaate,  and  perhaps  profane  expref- 
•fions  ;  if  it  inwardly  agitates  his  mind,  fours  his  teii^)ef,  cxr 
waftes  his  fpirits  ;  if  it  tempts  him  to  any  fort  or  degree  of 
fraud  or  unfaimefs ;  if  it  mixes  him  with  company  dangerous 
or  unfuitable  to  him  ;  if  it  devours  more  time  than  is  confiftent 
'  with  a  due  attention  to  the  buiinefs  of  his  flation,  public  or 
private,  or  to  the  regular  order  of  his  family  ;  if  it  tsdkes  ap 
any  part  of  the  time  thaf  ought  to  be  fpeftt  in  religious  recol- 
leftion  of  his  ways,  or  other  improvement  of  his  Ibul  at  home 
1:1  piety  and  virtue  ;  if  either  by  its  direft  and  immediate,  or 
any  concomitant  expences,  it  leads  him  into  difiiculties  and 
diftreiTes,  that  may  lead  him  into  fin-;  if  it  confumes  a  greater 
part  of  liis  income  than  juJiice  to  his  creditors,  the  duty  of 
providing  for  thofe  who  belong  to  him,  or  of  liberal  charity 
to  every  proper  good  purpofe  allows  ;  or  if,  without  any  o- 
ther  harm,  it  engages  his  heart,  and  a  fiaadnefs  for  it  grows 
upon  him  ;  if  it  lowers  his  chara£ber,  and  fo  le^ens  his  ability 
of  doing  good  in  the  world  :  nay,^  fuppofing  it  doth  him  no 
harm  at  all,  yet  if  it  doth  harm  by  his  means  to  others  ;  if  it 
brings  the  worthlefs  and  the  wicked  into  credit  and  familiarity 
with  their  betters  ;  if  it  intioes  the  weiJ-vneauifig  by  exanapk, 
or  forces  them  by  falfe  fiiume,  iato  doiag  ja?iy  thing,  which 
either  in  itfelf^  or  in  their  circumftajices,  is  unlawiOil  or  ua- 
wife :  in  every  one  of  thefe  cafes  it  is  without  queftion  very 
blameable.  And  whoever  impaitiaHy  coiners  liow  be  (hall 
preferve  himfelf  clear  from  guilt,  as  to  all  of  them,  will  affuf- 
edly  find  it  requifite  either  ;to  abftain  from  play  intirely,  or  to 
reftrain  it  in  every  refpedt  to  much  narrower  bounds  than  moft 
men  do.  For  the  great  have,  in  this  matter,  as  well  as  many 
more,  trufted  to  their  riches  fo  indifcreetly,  and  negieifted  0- 
ther  confideratiotts  fo  intirely  ;  and  their  inferiors,  down  to 
the  loweil  of  thofe  that  can  call  themfelves  peifons  oif  faihion 
(and  even  beneath  diat  rank)  have  followed  them  fo  thought- 
lefly  and  wildly,  that  play  is  become  one  of  the  principal  fifls 
of  the  prefeat  age,  is  fptead  to  a  degree  that  none  of  the  for- 
mer 
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mcr  ever  knew,  and  daily  brings  forth  fruits  that  many  fuc- 
ceeding  ones  may  have  caufe  to  lament. 

Bat  fuppofing  weilth  be  neither  fpent  in  this,  nor  any  of 
the  grofs  vices  mentioned  before ;  yet  if  it  be  employed  in  mi- 
niftring  to  a  courfe  of  more  decent  and  refined  luxury,  or  in 
fupporting  fuch  a  pomp  of  life  as  nouriihes  vanity  and  pride, 
or  in  filling  fo  much  time  with  unprofitable  entertainment,  that 
little  room  is  left  in  the  mind  for  objefts  of  importance  :  thefe 
things  alfo  the  rich  and  great  mud  be  charged  to  amend.  For 
though  their  condition  will  permit  plenty  and  elegance,  diver- 
fions  and  amufements,  perhaps  dignity  and  grandeur ;  yet  it 
will  not  permit  their  living  to  thefe  things,  theif  being  quite 
taken-  up  with  them,  and  loft  in  them.  For  not  only  the 
tranfition  is  too  eafy  from  feveral  innocent  pleafures  to  for- 
bidden ones,  and  ezpeniivenefs  in  any  way  breeds  powerful 
temptations,  both  to  omit  right  and  to  do  wrong  things  ;  but 
fuppofing  thefe  dangers  avoided,  yet  a  life  devoted  wholly  or 
chiefly  to  the  gratifications  of  fenfc,  the  enjoyment  of  great- 
nefs,  or  indulgence  of  trifles,  is  not  the  life  of  a  rational  a- 
gent,  lefs  (tilt  of  a  moral  and  religious  one  ;  but  leaft  of  all  of 
a  miferable  iinner,  who  has  fo  very  much  to  account  for,  and 
that  fo  very  foon.  And  what  our  account  wiH  end  in,  if  we 
make  it  our  great  bufinefs  here  to  delight  ourfelves,  without 
looking  farther,  St.  Paal  hath  given  us  a  ftrong  intimation, 
when  he  faithj  tbej  that  live  in  plea/are  are  dead  i^hil/l  they 
live  *.  Oar  Saviour  too  hath  forewarned  us  at  large  to  the 
fame  purpofe,  in  that  awful  parable  of  the  rich  man,  who, 
being  neither  charged  with  injuftice  nor  debauchery,  but  only 
defcribed  as  clothing  himfelf  in  purple  and  Jine  linen,  faring 
Jumptuottjly  every  day^  and  receiving  thefe  as  his  good  things^ 
on  which  he  placed  his  heart,  did  notwithftanding  after  death 
tift  up  Ms  eyes  in  torment^  and  petitioned  in  vain  for  a  miti- 
gation  of  his  fenteiice  f  :  an  undeniably  juft  one  upon  all  thofe 
who  truji  in  uncertain  riches,  or  any  thing  they  can  procure 
with  them)  inftead  of  the  living  God,  who  giveth  us  all  things 
richly  to  enjoy.  But  this  part  of  the  text  muft  be  referved  for 
the  fubjeft  of  another  difcourfe.  I  would  only  obferve  further 
at  prefent,  that  our  blefled  Lord  hath  cautioned  us  no  lefs  a- 
gaimt  the  cares  than  the  pleafures   of  this  life  ;  and  that  bis 
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reafoa  to.  avoid  overcharging  our  hearts  with  either,  is  the 
moft  forcible  that  can  be  ;  left  that  day  come  upon  you  unO" 
wares  *.  Riches  and  greatnefs  no  one  thinks  can  fee  are  him 
from  death ;  but  thej  can  make  manj  forget  it  as  abfolutely 
as  if  they  did  think  fo ;  and  pleafe  themfelves  with  the  ima- 
gination, that  the  J  have  much  good  laid  up  for  many  years,  till, 
when  the  J  apprehend  it  leaft,  their  foul  is  required  of  them\* 
Therefore  we  fliould  often  call  to  mind  the  Pfalmift's  admo- 
nition :  '^ey  that  trujl  in  their  wealthy  and  hoaft  themfelves  in 
the  multitude  of  their  riches,  none  of  them  can  redeem  his  bro^ 
ther,  nor  give  God  a  ranfomfor  himfelf  that  he  fhould  livefw 
ever,  and  not  fee  corruption  ;  when  he  dieth  he  Jhalt  carry  no- 
thing' away  ;  his  glory  fhall  not  defend  after  him.  Man  that 
is  in  honour,  and  underjtandeth  noty  is  like  the  heafls  that  pe- 
rifhX'  ^ik.^  them  in  this  world  ;  but  will  wifh  in  vain  to  be 
like  them  in  the  next,  when  all  that  have  lived  unmmdful  of 
God,  the  kings  of  the  earth,  (as  St.  John  foretells)  and  the 
great,  and  the  rich,  and  the  mighty,  Jhall  hide  themfelves  in  the 
dens,  and  in  the  rocks  of  the  mountains  ;  and  fhall  fay  to  the 
mountains  and  the  rocks,  fall  on  us,  and  hide  us  from  the  face 
of  him  thatfitteth  on  the  throne,  and  from  the  face  of  the  Lamb: 
for  the  great  day  of  his  wrath  is  com^y  and  vbho  fhall  be  able  t9 
Jiand\. 

•  Luke  xxL  34.  t  Luke  xii.  19,  20. 

\  Pf,  xUx.  6,  7,  9,  17,  20.  S  RcY.  vi.  15,  16^  ^1* 
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The  Duties  of  the  Rich. 


^    .  I  Tim.  vi.  17,  18. 

Charge  them  that  are  rich  in  this  worlds  that  they  be  not  high- 
mindedy  nor  trujl  in  uncertain  riches^  hut  in  the  living  God^ 
who  giveth  us  all  things  richly  to  enjoy  :  that  they  do  good^ 
that  they  be  rich  in  good  works^  ready  to  diftribute^  willing 
to  communicate^ 

T  HAVE  already,  in  two  difcourfes  on  thefe  words,  explain- 
ed and  enforced  the  two  cautions,  which  St.  Paul  requires 
that  the  minifters  of  God's  word  fliall  give  to  perfons  of  wealth 
•and  rank,  againft  the  fins  to  which  thejr  are  peculiarly  liable. 
And  now  I  proceed  to  the  duties,  of  which  he  enjoins  they 
ft  all  be  peculiarly  r^nainded. 

I.  The  firft  is,  to  truji  in  the  living  God^  who  giveth  us  all 
things  richly  ta  enjoy. 

After  warning  them  againft  placing  their  happinefs  In  the 
pre-eminences,  the  poffeffions  or  pkafures  of  this  world,  it 
was  very  natural  to  direft  them  where  they  fliould  place  it : 
for  fomewhere  we  muft.  And  his  precept  carries  the  proof 
of  its  own  fitnefs  along  with  it.  For  the  living  God  mufl 
bfave  the  greateft  power  to  reward  our  truft,  and  he  who  giv^ 
Hh  us  all  things  richly  to  enjoy ^  hath  fliewn  himfelf  to  have  the 
greateft  wiU  alfo.  AH  that  we  are,  and  have,  and  can  hope 
fcr,  proceeds  from  him,  and  depends  upon  him.  Sinfce  thero- 
fore  he  hath  made  us  capable  of  knowing  this,  duty,  gratitude 
and  intereft,  confpire  to  demand,  that  we  devote  our  whole  be- 
ing to  him ;  ufe  what  he  hath  beftowed  on  us  agreeably  to  the 
rules,  which  he  hath  prefcribed,  and  for  the  attainment  of  the 
fiads,  which  be  had  in  view.;  nor  ever  be  fo  abfurdly  ^ttentixe 
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to  his  gifts,  as  to  forget  the  giver :  whofe  bounty,  the  more 
largely  we  tafte  of  it,  ought  furely  to  infpire  the  warmer  love. 
And  therefore  the  rich  and  great,  on  whom  Providence  hath 
conferred  fo  many  diftinguiflied  benefits  and  privileges,  (of  the 
value  of  which  they  feem  in  general  highly  fenfible)  are  bound, 
beyond  others,  to  a  moft  affedlionate  piety  in  return  :  and  yet, 
is  it  not  on  the  whole  vifibly  true,  that  thefe  of  all  others  ex- 
prefs  the  lead  piety  in  the  whole  compafs  of  their  behaviour? 

Too  many  of  them  fcorn  to  obferve  or  acknowledge  any 
rule  o(  condud  at  all,  unlefs  it  be  falhion,  worldly  advantage 
or  pleafure.  A  great  part  of  thofe  who  will  own,  and  occa- 
fionally  feem  zealous  for  the  obligations  of  virtue,  or  however 
of  fome. virtues,  manifeft  very  little  fenfe,  if  any,  of  the  duties 
of  religion.  Some  have  never  had  the  condefcenfion,  or  ima- 
gine they  never  had  the  leifure,  once  to  think  of  it :  others 
have  heard  objeftions  againft  it,  or  at  leaft  have  heard  there 
are  fuch  ;  which,  to  prove  themfelvcs  no  bigots,  they  refolve 
to  believe  are  unanfwerable,  without  further  inquiry.  And 
not  a  few,  who  are  fully  perfuaded,  after  a  fort,  both  of  the 
greatnefs  and  the  goodnefs  of  God,  ftill  are  as  abfolutely  nc« 
gligent  of  him,  as  if  no  regard  whatcvei:  were  due  to  him  for 
either.  Yet,  if  we  are  to  reverence  authority,  ax\d  love  mer- 
cy, and  believe  in  veracity,  and  be  forry  for  offences,  amongi^ 
men ;  why  are  not  all  thefe  things  unfpeakably  more  neceffisiry 
in  relation  to  our  Creator?  Some  peifons,  it  may  be,  y^hen 
they  are  preffed  upon  the  fubjeft,  will  plead,  that  th^y  are  by 
no  means  without  inward  regard  to  God  5  though  they  caur 
not  fay,  they  give  much  outward  demonftration  of  it,  in  aSs 
of  worfhip.  But  how  real,  how  deep,  how  pra^ical,  this  re- 
gard is,  they  would  do  well  to  alk  their  hearts  very  carefully : 
for  he  tha£  fees  their  hearts  knows  with  certainty ;  they  that 
fee  only  their  lives,  can  form  a  ftrong  prefumption :  arid  no 
one  will  ever  be  a  gainetr,  by  attempting  to  deceive  either 
God,  or  man,  or  himfelf. 

But  fujppofing  them  fincere,  what  reafon  can  there  be,  why 
refpeft  to  God  ihould  not  be  paid  outwardly,  when  refped  to 
ev€ry  fuperior  befides  is  ?  For  furely  his  knowing  we  have  iU 
is  no  fufficient  reafon  for  omitting  to  expriefflt:  fince  vifible 
and  ftated  afts  Of  homage  to  him  appear  notwithftanding,  both 
from  reafon  and  experience,  highly  requifite,  to  preferve  and 
ftrengthen  a  fenfe  of  religion  in  our  own  xninds,  and  to  fpread  it 
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ia  the  world*  Or  could  we  have  doubted  of  this  otherwife; 
yet,  when  he  hath  exprcfslj  required  himfelf  to  be  worfliipped, 
both  in  public  and  in  private^  what  pretence  have  we  to  a  flia- 
dow,  of  piety,  if  we  either  difobej  or  think  meanly  of  tha,t 
command  ?  And  they  among  the  great,  who  negleft  to  honour 
God,  difcem  very  clearly  the  neceffity,  not  only  of  their  in- 
ferior* paying  honour  to  them,  but  of  thtar  paying  honour 
to  perfons  that  are  a  little  above  them :  and  would  thinis: 
the  exeufes  extremely  frivolous  in  their  own  cafes,  which  they 
are  determined,  ihall  be  good  and  valid  in  his.  What  can  this 
inconfiftence  mean?  Surely  they  do  not  .think  it  beneath  them, 
to  fall  down  and  kneel  before  the  Lord,  their  Maker  *,  while 
they  can  bow  fo  very  low  to  a  fellow-creature,  perhaps  a 
worthlefs  one.  And  yet  really,  the  manner,  in  which  they 
fometimes  fpeak  of  religion,  looks  a  good  deal  this  way.  I 
mean,  when  they  own  its  importance  to  keep  the  vulgar  in 
order,  and  their  obligation  to  attend  on  its  exercifes  confcien- 
tioufly,  for  that  purpofe ;  but  intimate,  that  fome  how  or  other 
they  themfelves  are  exempted.  Now  the  difference  in  the  eyes 
cif  God,  between  the  higheft  and  loweft  of  men,  is  as  nothing : 
and  if  any  part  of  the  world  hath  need  to  be  reftrained  by  the 
ties  of  religious  duty  ;  the  upper  part,  being  the  leajft  fubjed: 
to  other  reftraints,  hath  the  greateft  need  :  nor  can  it  be  more 
their  intereft,  that  the  reft  of  mankind  fliould  have  a  fenfc  of 
piety 'kept  up  amongft  them  ;  than  it  is  the  intereft  of  the  reft 
of  mankind,  that  the  great  fliould.  But  if  this  were  otherwiJe, 
they  may  depend  upon  it,  that  if  they  will  flight  religion,  fuch 
as  fee  them  do  fo,  will  not  be  influenced  by  them  to  refpe^l  it. 
And  therefore  all  the  choice  they  have  is,  either  to  fliew  fome  - 
regard  to  its  precepts  themfelves ;  or  to  be  content,  that  their 
fcmailies,  their  dependants,  and  the  world  about  them,  fliall  have 
none.  This  latter  is  the  refolution,  that  many  feem  to  have 
taken :  what  will  follow  from  it,  hath  been  already  felt  too 
much ;  arid  if  they  go  on,  will  be  felt  continually  more.  But 
God  grant,  they  may  rather  fee,  before  it  be  too  late,  both  the 
wickednefs  arid  the  folly  of  throwing  off  that  reverence,  which 
13  fo  jttftly  4ue  to  him,  whofe  laws  are,  every  one  of  them,  pro- 
yifioQs  for  our  temporal  happinefs  in  this  world,  as  well  as  our 
^tenjal  felicity  in  the  next.     Men  of  rank  and  fortune,  have  a 
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much  greater  concern  in  the  welfare  flif  fociety,  than  others ; 
and  therefore  are  more  boun4  in  point  of  prudence  to  fupport 
religion:  they  have  a  much  greater  abiHtj,of  doing  it,  and  are 
particularly  intrufled  with  it,  and  therefore  are  more  bound  in 
point  of  confcience.  But  what  completes  their  obligation,  in 
both  refpeds,  is,  that  if  they  negleft  it,  the  endeavours  of  o- 
thers  will,  humanly  fpeaking,  be  all  in  vain.  There  may  be 
fome  hope,  even  for  a  wicked  nation,  while  the  fear  of  God 
remains  in  any  confide  rable  number  of  the  wed  thy  arid  ruling 
part  of  it :  but  when  they  once  come  to  be  throughly  corrupt- 
ed ;  then  every  thing  i^  ripe  for  ruin.  And  therefore  the  pro- 
phet Jeremiah  J  after  complaining  very  pathetically,  of  the  fin- 
fulnefs  and  impiety  of  the  bulk  of  his  countrymen,  ftill  thought 
there  was  one  refource  left.  But  when  he  found,  that  thofe 
of  high  condition  were  as  bad  or  worfe,  thdn  the  reft ;  he  im- 
mediately gives  up  all  and  pronounces  their  deflruftion.  i 
faidy  (fpeaking  of  the  common  people)  Thefe  are  poor ^  they 
arejoolijh  ;  they  know  not  the  way  of  the  Lord,  and  the  judge' 
ment  of  their  God,  I  will  get  me  unto  the  great  men^  and  wiU 
fpeak  unto  them :  for  they  have  known  the  way  oftht  Lordy  and  , 
the  judgment  of  their  God,  But,  thefe  have  altogether  hrohen 
the  yoke  J  and  hurjl  the  bonds  >  Wherefore  a  lion  out  of  thefo- 
reflsjhall  tear  them^  and  a  wolf  of  the  e8)ening  Jhall  Jpoil  them; 
a  hopardjhall  watch  over  their  cities  ; — hecaafe  their  tranjgrej* 
Jions  cere  many,  and  their  hackjlidings  are  increafed  *. 

But  it  is  poffible  for  us  to  keep  up  a  fufficient  profeffion  of  re- 
ligion, to  fecure  both  pub.lic  order  and  domeftic  tranquility; 
yet  by  no  means  have  a  fufficient  fenfe  of  it,  for  obtaining  eterr 
nal  life :  and  what  will  the  former  avail  us  without  the  latter  ? 
It  is  not  a  merely  prudential  and  political  piety ;  it  is  not  pne, 
that  will  oiily  form  our  behaviour  into  an  outward  regularity, 
or  affed  our  hearts  tranfiently  nbw  and  then,  that  will  ftand  us 
in  ftead  hereafter :  it  muft  be  a  fixed  inward  principle,  that 
moves  us  effectually  to  look  beyond  every  thing  in  this  world, 
to  God  the  fountain  of  all  good  ;  and  to  take  him  for  our  hope 
and  our  portion  in  the  land  of  the  living  \,  He  offers  himfelf 
for  fuch,  and  furely  we  ought  to  accept  the  offer.  He  is  aWc 
to  make  ub  happy,  and  nothing  elfe  is  :  whatevei;  earthly  good 
we  have  moil  pieafure  in,  quickly  fails  :  or  if  it  did  not,  in  a 
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few  years  life  itfelf  will  fail :  and  what  is  our  hope^  when  God 
iaketh  away  our  foul  *  ?  In  that  awful  hour,  if  we  have  not 
him  to  truft  in,  we  fliall  have  nothing ;  and  the  foundation 
mull  be  laid  now,  if  we  would  build  upon  if  then.  But  ho- 
nours,  riches,  and  pleafures  unaccountably  turn  away  mens  cu 
tention  from  thefe  obvious  truths  ;  and  prefent  them  wich  fuck 
temptations,  to  truft  in  themfelves  and  the  external  advantages 
of  their  condition,  for  all  the  happinefs  they  need  j  that  they 
cannot  be  admonifhed  too  often,  totrujl  only  in  the  living  God; 
and  that,  only  in  fuch  a  manner ,  as  he  hath  declared  they  fafely 
may. 

Some  have  a  bold  and  irreverent  confidence^  that  all  is  well 
with  them  in  ffefpeft  to  the  divine  favour,  on  no  other  ground 
than  that  thej  are  guilty  of  only  fuch  faults  j  as  the  generality 
of  the  world  are:  as  if  God  would  not  dare  to  punifh  a  majority ; 
and  men  niight  be  as  wicked  as  they  would,  provided  there 
were  but  enough  of  them  fo.  But  over  and  above  this,  per- 
fons  of  rank  feem  extremely  apt  to  think,  that  they  fliall*  be 
treated  with  peculiar  indulgence:  whereas  indeed,  &ncemuch 
bath  been  given  them^  much  will  be  required  of  them  f  \  and  in 
comparifon,  mercy  will  foon  pardon  the  meanefi^  hut  the  mighty 
Jhall  be  mightily  tormented  t-  Others  acknowledge  the  necef- 
fity  of  a  virtuous  life  for  all  men,  but  indulgently  prefume 
their  own  to  have  been  fo,  which  in  ftridlnefs  hath  been  far  o- 
therwife ;  and  then  trujiing  in  themfelves  that  they  are  righte* 
ous  §,  imagine  God  their  debtor.  Or  if  they  do  confefs  they 
have  been  faulty  j  repentance  and  amendment,  (which  they  ap* 
prehend  to  be  fufficiently  in  their  own  power  at  any  time)  they 
conceive,  immediately  blots  out  all,  and.  gives  them  a  claim  of 
right  to  pardon  and  reward.  Now  on  the  contrary,  reafon 
itfelf  fliews,  that  forgivenefs  is  an  adl  of  mere  voluntary  mercy : 
ind  that  nothing  is  due  from  juftice,  even  to  a  creature  perfeft- 
ly  obedient,  but  that  his  being  be  not  made,  on  the  whole^ 
Worfe  than  not  being.  To  thisj  experience  adds,  that  our  beft 
obedience  is  very  imperfect :  and  agreeably  to  both,  the  gofpel 
teaches,  that  by  the  deeds  of  the  law  fhall  no  flefh  be  juflified ;  for 
tdlhave  finned^  and  come  fhort  of  the  glory  of  God :  that  we 
kre  juflified  freely  by  his  grace^  through  the  redemption  that  is 
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in  ye/us  Chrifty  whom  God  hath  fet  forth  to  be  a  propitiation^ 
through  faith  in  his  blood  ;  that  he  might  bkjufiy  and  the  ju^-^ 
Jier  ojFhim  which  believeth  in  yefns*.  It  teaches  alfo,  tAat  we 
etre  not  fufficient  of  out f elves ^  even  to  think  any  thing  ;  but  ot& 
fuffidency  is  of  God  j-*  That  by  bis  grace  we  are  what  we  ari  ; 
and  when  we  perfomi  good  works,  it  is  not  we^  but  the  grace  of 
God  which  is  with  us  X  >  and  proceeds  from  his  Hofy  Spirit^ 
whom  he  will  give  to  thetn  that  ajk  him  J. 

A  doftrine,  which  fo  intirely  excludes  boa/ling  ]]),  muft  b^ 
very  difagreeable  to  human  pride  in  general :  but  efpeeially 
mortifying  to  thofe,  whom  the  flattery  of  the  world,  and  of  their 
own  hearts,  hath  accuftomed  to  confider  themfelves  in  a  Itghtj 
extaemely  difFerent  from  that  of  miferabfe  finners.  For  this 
reafon,  amongft  others,  in  the  early  ages  not  many  mighty y  nok 
,  many  noble ^  were  called  %  effeftually :  and  down  to  the  prefcnt^ 
worldly  greatnefs  hath  ever  been  a  powerful  obft»cle  to  chrjfti- 
an  humility,  in  faith,  as  well  as  prafl:ice.  What  oUr  Saviour 
faid  to  the  Jews,  How  can  ye  believe,  which  receive  honour  onb 
if  another y  and  feek  not  the  honour  y  which  cometh  from  Godon^ 
ly  **,  holds  but  too  true  concerning  the  upper  part  of  thofe 
who  call  themfelves  his  difciples.  They  therefore  fliould  apply 
with  peculiar  care,  to  become  fuch  indeed ;  by  looking  intd 
their  own  breafts,  and  confidering  well  their  need  of  the  diving 
mercy  ;  cafling  down  imaginatibnsy  and  every  high  things  that 
exalt eth  itfelf  againfl  the  knowledge  of  God ;  and  bringing  intn 
captivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Chrifl  ff,  Trufting 
in  ourfelves,  can  afford  us  only  a  falfe  peace  for  a  tiirie,  which 
will  ruin  iis  at  laft :  but  whofo  putteth  his  trujl  in  the  Lords 
mercy  embraceth  him  on  every  fide  tj-  He  hath  a  corvenant- 
right  to  pardon  and  comfort,  affiftance  in  all  good,  pfotediori 
from  all  evil,  and  everlafting  life  jto  crown  the  whole. 

But  then  to  make  his  title  fure,  he  muft  exert  his  truft  in  all 
circumftances,  and  walk  by  faith  not  by  fight  §§.  Even  good 
perfons  are  ftrangely  apt  to  lay  much  too  great  a  ftrefs  on 
worldly  advantages.     Hence  it  is,  that  they  defire  theni  fo  car- 
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atilff  sfciid  delight  in  tHem  fo  highly ;  without  confideritig, 
that  God  and  a  godd  coiifcience,  can  make  us  far  happiet' 
without  thetd,  thart  others  are  with  them.  Were  we  but  con- 
riuced  of  this,  we  ihould  feel  with  what  juftice  the  pfaltnift 
p6tirs  cdnteitept  on  the  vehemeiit  purfuers  of  what  this  earth 
hath  to  give.  There  be  many  that  Jay  ^  ivbo  willjhew  us  Any 
good.f  but.  Lord  lift  ihou  up  the  light  of  thy  countenance  upon  uf* 
Hon  baft  put  gladnefs  in  my  hearty  more  than  in  the  time^  that 
their  corn  and  their  wine  increafed.  I  will  lay  me  down  im 
ptate  ;  and  take  my  reft  :  fo^  it  is  thou.  Lord;  ohly^  ibat  mak-* 
^fl  me  dwell  infafety  *.  "iFor  want  of  reflefticig  on  whotil  \^e 
dapedd,  we  are  apt  to  be  elated  in  our  p^ofperityy  and  fay  we 
JbdU  Aevet  be  rntived  ;  when  indeed  it  is  the  Lord  of  bis  good^ 
ntfi  thft  hath  friade  oUr  hillfo  ftrong :  and  the  moment  he 
titrns  his  fUee  from  us^  wejhallbe  troubled  \.  Frorti  the  farad 
catife  We  are  apt  to  be  dfejefted  when  affliftions  befall  us,  or 
datifgets  threaten  usr ;  forgetting,  that  though  great  and  many 
a^e  the  troubles  df  the  righteous^  thi  Lord  deli'vereth  him  oUt  of 
ihm  allX  iti  thid  World,  if  it  be  expedieftt  for  him ;  if  not,  he 
fliall  be  fttp^brted  lind^r  thfem,  arid  they  fhall  ihcreafe  his  re-. 
Ward  iri  the  next;  Bat  the  wicked  Godjball  defroyfor  eveVi 
and  root  thtm  oUt  of  tbt  Idnd  of  tht  living  .•  the  righteous  aljb 
flf&ltfei  it  and  fear^  and  fay;  with  ?iwful  aipprobation  of  thfe 
Divine  juftice,  id,  this  is  the  man  that  took  not  God  for  his 
JlftAgthi  i^i  tfujied  unto  the  multitude  of  bis  Hches,  an4 
firengihisnkd  himfelfin  his  witkedhefs  J. 

We  Ihoiild  all  therefore  learn  to  live  more  to  our  Maker  ;  to 
imptint  on  oilr  hearts,  and  eiert  in  our  Whole  behavlonr,  a 
ftrAti^er  ittd^  of  his  prefent  ptovidentee,  and  future  rewards* 
It  wdtild  be  a  dir^6li6n,  a  fecurity,  an  improvement,  a  comfort 
to  us,  beyoilid  expreffion.  Bl!lt  efpfecially  they,  who  harv6  thd 
gr<5a!tefl  nuttfber  of  interefting  and  pleafing  objefts  in  this  world 
to  fix  their  thoughts  upon ;  they,  who  may  feem  to  have  the 
leaft  need  of  looking  further,  haVe  indeed  the  greateft,  to  be 
frequently  changed,'  as  the  Jews  were  by  Mofes ;  Beware  lejl 
'(ohen  tbon  hafl  eaten  and  artfully  and  haft  buih  goodly  houfes 
and  dwelt  therein  ;  and  when  thy  flvet  and  th^  gold  is  increa^ 
fsd^  and  all  thou  hq0  is  multiplied^  then  ihini  heart  he  lifted  up^ 

E  e  and 
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and  thou  forget  the  Lord  thy  God*.  Now  if  thofe  perfons 
forget  him,  who  have  the  moft  reafon  to  remember  him  thank- 
fully, it  is  double  guilt,  and  indeed  proportionable  folly.  For 
what  can  be  more  obvious,  than  that  confidering  all  our  good 
things,  as  the  marks  jof  his  kindnefs  to  us,  muft  unfpeakablj 
inhance  their  value ;  nor  can  it  lay.  us  under  any  other  than 
beneficial  reftraints  in  the  ufe  of  them.  Then  befides  how  na^ 
turally  doth  this  confideration  lead  tft  forward  to  the  yet  more 
delightful  one,  o£  that  fweet  fecurity,  in  which  we '  may  live 
here  under*  the  fuperin tendency  of  fo  gracious  a  being  ;  and  of 
thofe  infinitely  better  things,  which  he  hath  yet  in  ftore  for  us 
hereafter.  T^is  God  is  our  God  for  ever  and  ever.  He  Jkall 
he  our  guide  unto  death  f .  "^boujhalt  guide  me  with  thy  couth 
fei,  and  after  that  receive  me  with  glory.  Whom  have  I  in 
heaven  hut  thee  /  and  there  is  none  upon  earthy  that  I  defire  in 
comparifon  of  thee.  My  heart  and  my  fiejh  faileth^  hut  God  is 
thefrefigth  of  my  heart  and  my  portion  for  ever  J.  There  is 
nothing  enthufiaftic,  nothing  extravagant,  in  fuch  refledlions 
and  feelings  as  thefe,  when  they  are  grounded  on  good  evidence 
of  our  title  to  God's  favour  ;  ;ind  in  that  cafe  we  cannot  ad  a 
more  pious  or  more  rational  part,  than  to  indulge  and  enjoy 
them.  Only  we  muft  not  dwell  upon  contemplation  fo  as  to 
forget  aftion  ;  but,  as  the  pfalnaift  direfts,  "trufi  in  the  Lordy 
and  he  doing  good^.     Agreeably  to  which  rule, 

2.  The  fecond  duty  prefcribed  in  the  text,  as  peculiarly  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  rich  and  great,  is  that  they  do  goody  that  they  he 
-rich  in' good  works,  Extenfive  and  important  as  this  duty  is,  its 
nature  is  fo  well  underflood,  and  the  motives  for  pra£lifing  it 
fo  obvious,  as  to  make  it  unneccflary  for  me  to  enlarge  parti- 
cularly upon  it.  And  indeed  if  men  of  rank  and  fortune  ob- 
ferve  duly  the  preceding  part  of  t*ie  apoftle's  charge,  they 
will  eafily  be  induced  to  obferve  the  concluding  one.  If  they 
are  neither  fo  high-mifided  as  to  negleft  and  defpife  their  fel- 
low creatures  j  nor  fo  felfiQi  as  to  tru^  in  uncertain  riches^  m 
the  acquifition,  thepoffeflion  or  voluptuous  enjoyment  of  them, 
for  their  happinefs,  but  expeft  it  only  from  their  acceptance 
with  the  living  God ;  they  will  naturally  imitate  him  whom 
they  defire  to  pleafe,  particularly  in  his  beneficence,  the  moft 

amiable 
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amiable  of  all  his  perfeftions.     Ai 

onlj  that  they  arc  able,   and  there^ 

hj  their  whole  behaviour,  by  the  i 

juftice,  their  abftinence  from  criming 

bj  an  aftive,  yet  mild,  public  fpirit\ 

tereftednefs  in  private  life,  united  \v» 

attention  to  the  interefts,  prefent  and 

their  friends  and  dependants  ;   condu^ 

always  tp  be  coniiftent  with  a  gener^ 

recommend  worthy  perfons  and  action^  .  ..^^ 

thy  with  the  difapprobation  and  contciiiwpc  which  they  deferve. 

Thefe  are  methods,  by  which  thofe  of  rank  and  influence  'may 

do  much  greater  fervice  to  mankind  than  large  liberalities 

would  do;    and  by  a  contrary  behaviour,   in   any  one  of  the 

above-mentioned  inilances,  they  may  eafily  be  authors  of  more 

mifchief  than  their  whole  dilates  Would  compcnl'ate  for.    Now 

the  apoftle  hath  determined,   that  though  they  hcjiow  all  their 

goods  to  feed  the  poor^  yet  if  they  have  not  the  charity  to  ad: 

in  other  rcfpcfts  as  they  ought,  it  will  profit  them  nothing  *. 

But  ftill,  though  almfgiving  is  by  no  means  the  whole  of 
beneficence,  yet  it  is  an  ^ffential  part  in  thofe  whom  God  hath 
qualified  for  it.  And  he  hath  given  them  all  things  richly  and 
in  plenty,  not  merely  for  themfelves  to  enjoy^  in  the  vulgar 
fenfe,  but  that  others  may  enjoy  a  due  fliare  of  them,  and  they 
the  pleafure  of  imparting  it ;  the  worthieft  and  higheft  enjoy- 
ment of  wealth  that  can  be.  This  therefore  is  the  purpofe  for 
which  we  fliould  remember  we  are  intrufted  with  it,  and  be 
bountiful  in  proportion  to  the  truft ;  for  to  with-hold  but  part 
of  what  is  due,  knowingly,  is  the  fame  kind,  though  not  the 
fame  degree  of  unfaithfulnefs,  as  to  with-hold  the  whole.  Iii« 
deed  how  much  exaftly  is  due,  God  hath  no  where  determined ; 
oor  could  there,  in  the  midft  of  fo  gr^at  a  variety  of  circum- 
ftaiices,  have  been  given  particular  rules,  fitted  to  every  cafe; 
nor  hath  any  pious  mind,  that  endeavours  to  judge  and  a6t  as 
rightly  as  it  can,  the  leaft  reafon  to  be  anxious  for  want  of  a 
more  precife  knowledge,  where  it  is  not  to  be  had.  But,  in 
general,  that  both  our  charity  and  our  generofity  ihould  bear 
feme  decent  and  liberal  proportion  ^o  our  abilities,  and  the 
rich  in  this  'world  be  rich  in  good  works  alfo,  not  only  the  text 
"    E  e  a  enjoins. 
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and  thou  yof>^nimon  reafon  didates  ;  and  if  we  are  deficient, 
forget  him^owy  with  her  two  mites  *,  will  far  outdo  us  in  that 
.fullj,>*^e,  by  the  practice  of  whicl>  our  Maker  juftly  expefts 
wh^mould  appear  diftinguiflied. 

Nor  is  it  fuiScient  for  tlie  rich  to  give  plentifully,  but  thej 
muft  do  it,  on  every  fit  occafion,  fpcedily ;  be  ready  to  SJlri- 
hute^  and  not  ftay  till  the  circumftances  of  the  poor  are  beyond 
recovery,  or  thtjir  fpirits  broken  under  the  weight  of  their  mis- 
fortunes, but  make  hafte  to  help  them,  t^nd,  as  far  as  poffible,  pre- 
vent diftrefs.  Say  not  unto  thy  neighbour^  Go  and  come  again^ 
and  to-morrow  I  will  give ^  when  thou  haft  it  by  thee  f,  and  de^ 
lay  not  tojhew  him  mercy  %,  Nor  is  it  enough  to  be  outward- 
Jy  expeditious,  but  we  mujft  be  inwardly  wilUsig  to  commum' 
cate  ;  not  part  with  our  benefadions  grudgingly  and  of  ntc^ 
tyy  as  obeying  the  divine  command  merely  becaufe  we  dare 
not  difobey  it;^r  God  loveth  a  chearful  giver  ^.  To -the 
poor  indeed  it  is  all  one  from  what  principle  we  give,  but  to 
•us  the  difiFerence  is  infinite.  In  the  ^eart  lies .  all  the  value. 
Ever  fo  little  will  be  accepted  of  heaven,  if  it  proceed  from  a 
piind  that  would  gladly  have  done  ^ore ;  and  ev^  fo  much 
will  be  defpifed,  if  we  fecretly  wifla  we  could  baye  faved  i|» 
3t.  PauPs  exhortation  therefore  is  of  unfpeakable  iupportance: 
Jle  thatjhewetb  m^rcy^  let  him  do  it  with  chearfulnejs  **.  Apd 
indeed,  what  can  we  have  more  caufe  to  rejoice  in  dping  ?  ^ 
is  very  comfortable  to  think  that  we  are  able ;  it  is  delightful 
to  think,  that  by  our  means  the  miferies  of  God's  creation  are 
leffened  ;  it  is  no  fmall  fatis£ia61ipn  to  be  loved  and  Weffed  in 
this  worldj  but  it  is  the  greateft  poffible  to  lay  up  injlorefor 
ourf elves  a  good  foundation  agaifift  the  next,  t,h(it  we  may  ky 
hold  on  eterfiallife  ff ,  and  have  it  faid  to  ua  by  our  judge  at  the 
laft  day.  Well  done,  good  andj'aithful  fervent  ;  thou  haji  been 
faithful  over  a  few  things^  I  will  make  th^e  ruler  over  many 
things :  enter  thou  intfl  the  joy  of  thy  LordW* 

•  M^rlf  xii.  42.  t  Prov.  iii.  :^8.  \  Ecclns.  xxix.  8. 
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MaTTH.  XI  5. 
jind  ^he  poor  have  tit  go/pei  preached  to  them, 

'T^]^£S£  W9rds  are  part  of  our  Saviour's  anfwer  to  tbe  dif* 
cij^  of  yokn  the  B^tift,  who  c^^mc  to  inquiry,  whether 
J^fi^ds  ^f^re  h^nfel^  t^^  MeiBali,  Qr  o^ly  a  propl^t  comoiiilioued 
t9  i^ftell  h^  cpming.  For  it  appears  from  the  firft  chapter 
of  St.  John's  gofpel,  that  nxany  of  the  Jewa  cxpefled;,  hefides 
SJias^  soother  prophet  to  p:recede  og  accompaiij  their  ^es^C 
deHverer;  xDguQ:aking  perhaps  the  prophet  defpribed,  Deut. 
xvHi.  f<;Kr  an  attendant  of  the  MeiUah,  iudead  of  the  Meffiah 
Umfi^fy  whom  they  were  apt  to  ponder  only  in  the  ehara3er 
of  a  king.  Aa4  ^  Jefus  had  UQw  sianifefied  hisifelf  foxnd 
^A^^  to  thff  woi:H,  >vithout  tailing  this  chara^er  upon  him,  it 
was  ns^tar^l  enpugh  for  yohn^s  difciples  to  imagine,  that  per- 
haps he  <?ame  in  the  other  ofily.  Johtt  himfclf  indeed  knew^ 
4n4  probably  had  toM  thes^  the  contrary ;  but  Coding  thena 
ftili  de&rous  o|  fu^rther  fatis^a&ion,  w^s  extremely  willing  t^ey 
;(lu)uld  have  it :  oxA  to  njaike  the  inquiry  as  eafy  to  them  as 
ppffiWe,  ddreSs  them  to  propofe  the  queiiion,  not  in  their  owu 
name,  hut  in  his..  Qji  their  doipg  it,  Jefus  perforais  in  their 
fight  a  confiderabl.e  na;Q^b^  of  his  ufnal  beneficent  miracles, 
joined,  %s  it  ihoi4d  feeii\,  with  fuitahle  inftrudions';  and  then^ 
without  declaring  yn^felf  expjF^sljf,  (which  he  chofe,  for  wife 
aod  kind  rea^l^ns  to  avoid  he$^re  the  i&vlutude)  difmifies  thengi 
with  an  anfwer,  taken,  the  greateft  part  of  it,  out  of  the  words 
of  Ifaiah;  in  which  he  had  foretold,  that  the  Meffiah  Ihould 
perform  jufl  fuch  miracles,  and  give  juft  fuch  inftruftions. 

For 
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For  we  read,  that  in  that  fame  hour  he  cured  many  of  their  in^ 
fvrmities  and  plagues^  and  unto  manf  that  were  blind  he  gave 
fight  *.  iT^en  he  anfwered  andfaid  unto  them^  Go  andjhew 
John  again  thofe  things^  which  ye  do  hear  and  fee.  T^e  blind 
receive  their  fight  j  and  the  lame  walk  ;  the  lepers  are  cleanfed^ 
€tnd  the  deaf  hear  ;  the  dead  dre  raifed  upy  and  the  poor  havt 
the  gofpel  preached  to  them. 

The  predidion  of  his  applying  himfelf  peculiarly  to  inftrad 
the  lower  part  of  the  world,  it  is  probable,  he  purpofely  re- 
ferved  to  the  laft  place  ;  becaufe  his  doing  it,  (beiides  its  being 
the  bompletion  of  a  prophecy)  was,  though  not  a  miracle,  as  the 
laft  were,  yet  a  fingiilar  proof,  both  of  the  humanity  of  his 
temper  and  doftrine,  and  of  his  difintereftcdnefs  too.  For  this 
method  was  incapable  of  doings  him  fervice,  and  in  faft  did 
him  no  finall  prejudice  with  thofe,  who  had  the  power  of  that 
nation  in  their  hands.  The  Jewifh  teachers  and  rulers,,  who 
were  the  fame,  kept  the  common  fort  at  a  very  great  diftance ; 
and  on  that,  apiongft  other  accounts,  were  highly  reverenced 
ty  them.  The  familiarities  therefore,  to  which  Jefus  conde- 
fcended,  immediately  fet  all  thefe  againft  him  ;  and  fumiflied 
ihem  with  an  opportunity  of  reprefenting  him  and  his  difci- 
ples  as  equally  contemptible.  Thus,  when  their  own  officers, 
(whom  it  feems  his  difcourfes  had  ftruck  as  powerfully  as  they 
did  the  reft  of  the  multitude)  could  not  help  applauding  him 
before  their  faces.  Never  man  fpake  like  this  man  ;  their  an- 
^^vver  is.  Have  any  of  the  rulers^  or  the  Fharifees^  believed  on 
him  f  1%is  people^  which  knoweth  not  the  law^  are  curfed\. 
But  indeed  the* humble  and  unbiaffed  minds  of  the  Dliterate  are 
much  better  judges  of  truth,  when  propofed  to  them,  than 
fuch  as  are  blinded  with  learned  prejudice,  worldly  intexeft,  or 
fenfual  pleafures.  To  the  former  therefore  principally  our 
Saviour  vouchfafed  4iis  inftruftions,  grieving  to  fee  themySr-a/- 
tered  abroad^  as  fheep  having  no  fkepherd  X\  and  they,  receiv- 
ing his  doftrine  into  honefl  and  good  hearts  \^  became  in  great 
lumbers  hts  followers  :  and  at  firft  w^re  aim  oft  the  only  ones 
he  had.  For  St.  Luke  tells  us,  he  lifted  up  his  eyes  on  his  dif" 
ciples  andfaid^  Blefjed  be  ye  poor^  for  yours  is  the  kingdom  of 
God  %.     The  gofpel  indeed  makes  all  bleffed  who  receive  it, 

both 
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both  by  its  ufeful  precepts,  and  its  gracious  promifes  ;  yet  the 
poor  efpecially,  as  they  hkve  moft  need  of  thofe  diredions  and 
fapports  in  this  life,  and  affurances  of  happinefs  in  the  next, 
which  it  communicates.  But  then,  to  receive  them,  they 
muft  be  not  only  poor,  but  his  difciples.  .  It  is  not  being  in  a^ 
low  condition,  but  being  virtuous  and  pious  in  that  condition, 
that  intitles  perfons  to  God's  favour,  as  it  is  not  being  wealthy 
and  great,  but  making  an  ill  ufe  of  wealth  and  greatnefs,  that 
provokes  his  difpleafure.  So  that  the  happieft  or  the  wretch- 
cdeft  here,  may,  according  as  they  behave,  be  infinitely  more 
happy  or  wretched  hereafter.  Our  Saviour  therefore,  we  find, 
ia  St.  Matthew  expreffes  himfelf  thus  :  Bkjfed  are  the  poor  in 
Spirit  *,  they,  whofe  difpofitions  are  fuited  to  their  mean  cir^- 
cumflances,  reafonable  and  refigned,  lowly  and  fubmiiGve. 

Preaching  the  gofpel  to  the  poor  comprehends  therefore,  of 
neceflity,  inflrufting  them  in  the  duties,  as  well  as  the  com-* 
forts,  belonging  to  their  ftate.  And  as  our  Lord  and  Mailer 
did  both,  fo  fhould  his  miniflers.  The  duties  of  the  rich  and 
great  I  have  lately  recounted,  and  preffed  uppn  them,  very 
freely  from  this  place.  And  now,  I  hope,  you,  that  arc  the 
inferior  part  of  the  world,  will  patiently  bear,  in  your  turn, 
the  fame  well-meaning  plainnefs  of  fpeech  that  your  betters 
have  borne ;  and  make  the  proper  ufe  of  it,  as  God  grant  theiQ 
to  do.  Under  the  general  term,  poor^  is  contained  a  confidera- 
able  variety  of  degrees  ;  each  therefore,  fliould  apply  peculiar- 
ly to  themfelves  the  precepts  that  peculiarly  belong  to  them, 
and  take  no  offence  at  the  reft. .  Of  fuch  as  are  common  to 
all,  they  may  all  reap  the  benefit ;  and  the  higheft  may  receive 
fome  admonition  from  what  is  faid  to  the  loweft  ;  as  it  will 
contribute  to  regulate,  not  only  their  way  of  thinking  and  be- 
having to  their  inferiors,  but  their  temper  and  condudl  in  o- 
ther  refpeds.  For  to  be  poor  infpirity  a  very  different  thing 
from  mean-fpiritednefs,  is  incumbent  on  the  wealthieft  and  the 
nobleft. 

I.  The  firft  duty  to  be  enjoined  you,  is  contentednefs  in  your 
poverty.  A  hard  faying,  you  will  be  apt  to  think,  when 
fcarce  any  one  is  conlented  in  the  mijdft  of  riches  sfnd  honours. 
But  the  difcontent  of  fuch,  you  will  own,  is  without  reafon. 
And  if  it  can  at  all  arife.from  mere  humour,  without  any 

thing 
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thing  ifa  faft  ta  jttftifjr  it,  pb&hly  y6tif9  fAkf  Ife  unjuftifikMft 
too.  In  ordfei'  t6  try  thtsn,  whefch^^  it  tie  oi"  itbt^  let  iH  cdhfi»* 
der  what  gfound  for  doitt^laitit,  jott  can  aBedgef. 

That'ftnhe  flionld  hare  grearet  pl^tjr  tfiitfl  dthfer^,  Is  nh 
more  a  hardfllip,  than  thiit  foihe  Ihdtild  ha^e  bett^i-  health  at 
mnderftandings,  or  longer  lives.  If  there  cwld  be  a  clairii  of 
right  to  atty  of  thefe  things,  all  meh  Woiild  have  atn  eqrial 
daitn ;  bat  as  they  are  itttirdy  the  fi^ee  gifts  of  Gbd,  he  ihajr 
ceftainiy  give  therti  in  what  prr6f>ortioft  Ite  pleaf(g^;  He  hath 
made  fonl^  orders  of  beings,  as  we  fee  With  ont  eyes',  riJueh 
lower  than  the  loweft  of  men  ;  he  Hath  nftade  othets,  as  T^fe  art 
taught  in  fcriffture,  much  higher  thkn  the  higheff  of  mtfn :  and 
donbtlcfs,  he  could  have  tfiade  thetti  utifpe^k^bly  higher  HM 
they  lire.  If  then  any  p9tt  of  the*  cte^tion  may  e6ti<pli|ifr  6f 
mere  inferiority,  erv^ery^  part  naay  ctmph&h  withdiit  end*  If 
any  part  may  cbmplain  merely  becaufe*  it  fttffets?  f6iWethif<g,  no 
part,  that  we  ate  aicquainted  with,  is  exempt  from  all  ftffferiHg. 
And  amongft  ofther  evils,  why  may  ndt  God  permit  fome  ta 
feel  povertjr  ? 

Indeed,  without  perpettiai  ihir^des,  how  can  it  Be'  jfyrevent* 
«a  ?  For  fuppofing  eqitaKty  of  ciffcuthflanees*  ^efe  to^  Be  eft^* 
tlifhed  at  this  vefy  tim€^,  it  cOnld  never  ftrbfifl:.  One'  ptdtfn 
would  1be  induftrtbus  and  pttfdeftt,  sAd  ftiend  his  affeJr^ ;  arioi 
,  ttier,  negligent,  or  injudicious,-  atid  tuiri  them:.  PfoW  that  eath 
Ihould  poffefs  for  his  o*;<^n,  wh^t  his  o^*n  cacrd  attd  lahibu^  hatii 
acquired,  is  no  more  than  ftriflf  juftice;  that  what  eaeh  dies 
poffefled  of,  flionld  d^fcerid  to'  bis  own  chifdreilii  aAd  relation?, 
preferably  to  ofhets,  is  furely  but  reafonable.  And  y€t  frorii 
hence  Will  of  courfe  follo\<r,  by  degrees,  alf  the  Wealth,  and  all 
the  poverty,  th^t  We  now  fee. 

Ittie  firfi  Chfifti^ris  indeed  at  "JerUfdlm  had  aftf  their  pot 
feflions  in  common  * ;  biit  tftis  neither  ap'f^ekrs  to^  h^ve  been 
their  praft'ice  any  where  elTe,  nor  to  have  latfed!  thetfe,  n6r  t6 
have  been  defigned  to  lail,  nor  to  have  been  more  than  a  vo- 
luntary agreement.  FoV  St.  Fefet  tells  Ahdflicii  and  SappMra^ 
that  they  needed  not  untefs  they  pleafed,  either  to  have  i6\i 
their  land,  or  put  any  of  the  purchafe-money  into  the  common 
flock  ;  but  that  pretending  they  ha'd  put  it  'iti  all,  (Which  itt^ 
tetled  them  to  a  maintenance)"  when  indeed  they  had  fecreted 
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a  part,  and  how  large  a  part  we  know  not,  was  an  impious 
fraud  *.  Goinmunity  of  goods,  therefore,  was  no  command 
then ;  and  very  foon  after  we  find,  in  the  New  Tellament,  the 
diftindtion  of  rich  and  poor  eftabliftied  and  allowed  every 
where  amongd  believers.  Nor  can  the  deftroying  of  it  be  at- 
tempted, without  the  mofl  dreadful  injuftice,  confufions,  and 
mifchiefs  in  human  fociety ;  nor  Could  the  attempt  fucceed. 
And  even  fuppofing  every  one  were  to  agree  in  the  fcheme, 
who  can  fay  what  would  follow  upon  it?  In  all  likelihood,  fo 
univerfal  a  negleft  of  induftry,  that  but  few  of  the  prefcnt 
conveniences  of  life  would  be  provided  ;  and  perhaps  mankind 
in  general  would  be  more  deftitute  than  mod  of  the  poor  are 
now. 

If  then  there  muft  be  high  and  low  in  the  world,  why  is  it 
harder  that  you  fhould  be  of  the  latter  fort  than  that  others 
fliould  ?  Were  they  in  your  place,  ought  not  they  to  be  coa- 
tent  ?  And  if  fo,  why  ought  not  you  now  ?  It  may  be,  not- 
withftanding  the  different  appearances .  you  make,  the  differ- 
ence of  your  happinefs  is  very  fmall ;  or  pofGbly  you  have 
the  moft.  The  pleafures,  for  which  you  envy  the  great,  are 
ufually  very  tafleleis  to  them  ;  and  would  be  fo  to  you  very 
foon,  if  you  were  in  their  place.  Then,  amidft  all  that  they 
feem  to  enjoy,  you  little  know  what  many  of.  them  fuffer,  and 
how  much  of  it  they  fuffer  from  being  in  the  ftation  they  are. 
You  will  fay  indeed,  that  the  inconveniences  you  feel  you  can- 
not avoid ;  whereas,  if  they  feel  any,  it  is  tlieir  own  fault. 
But,  in  truth,  there  are  difquiets,  belonging  to  their  rank,  from 
which  yours  is  exempt.  Or  allowing  it  to  be  Uieir  own  fault, 
what  follows?  Why,  that  your  fufferings  proceedmg  from 
God'g  providence,  if  you  behave  w^ll  under  them,  you  will 
be  rewarded  for  them  ;  and  theirs,  proceeding  from  their  own 
wrong  condu6t,  without  repentance  they  will  be  puniflied  for 
them  over  and  above.  And  who  can  tell,  but  were  you  in  the 
fame  fituation,  you  might  fall  into  the  fame  faults  ?  Power  and 
rank,  and  leifure  and  plenty,  may  indeed  be  ufed  to  excellent  * 
purpofes  i'but  prove  commonly,  in  fad,  fuch  llrong  temptst- 
tions  to  the  worft  of  fins,  that  a  ftation  lefs  exppfe<f  to  danger, 
and  which  obliges  you  in  feveral  refpeds  to  behave  only  as 
all'perfops  ought  to  behave,  may  be  the  greateft  worldly  blef- 
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iing  you  cbuld  have  had  ;  even  though  it  were  accompanied 
with  much  more  grievous  outward  difadvantages  than  it  is* 
But  indeed  fome  of  thofe  difadvantages  confift  in  mere  opinion 
and  fancy.  You  are  miferable,  becaufe  you  think  yourfelf 
poor  ;  at  the  fame  time  there  are  thofe,  who,  if  they  were  but 
in  your  condition,  would  be  happy,  for  they  would  think 
themfelves  rich.  And  the  very  perfons,  whom  you  envy,  be- 
caufe they  are  above  you,  it  may  be  are  pitying  themfelves  all 
the  while,  becaufe  others  are  above  them.  This,  you  fee,  is 
only  fancy  and  folly  on,  both  fides. 

But  as  to  more  real  inconveniences.     Juft  in  the  fame  man- 
ner that  cuftom  msd^es  a  life  of  pleafure  infipid  to  the  great, 
it  makes  a  life  of  labour  and  hardftiip  tolerable  and  comfort- 
able to  their  inferiors  ;  unlefs  they  fet  their  own  minds  to 
make  it  otherwife.     Indeed,  when  perfons  are  reduced,  from 
cafe  and  affluence,  to  take  pains  sttid  feel  ftraits  ;  this  is  a  bur- 
den much  heavier.     But  even  then,  reafon  and  time,  and  cfpe- 
cially  religion,  will  teach  you  to  fupport  it  very  well.     If  it 
proceed  from  your  own  fault,  you  have  little  caufe  to  repine, 
find  an  ufeful  admonition  to  learn  more  wifdom.     If  from 
God's  difpofal  of  things,  his  juftice  and  goodnefs  will,  fooner 
or  later,  amply  recompence  you  for  it ;  and  all  his  fervants 
will  have  cpmpai&on  on  you,  and  help  you,  in  the  mew  while. 
The  exhortation  therefore  is  very  reafonable  :   Fear  not^  tfy 
Jon,  that  we  are  made  poor ;  for  thou  haft  much  wealthy  ifthw 
fear  God,  and  depart  from  all  fin,  Cfnd  do  that  which  if  pleajmg 
in  his  fight  *.     Whatever  is  brought  upon  thee  take  ch^erfullj% 
and  he  patient,  when  thou  art  changed  to  a  low  efiate  f.     But 
fuch  as  are  born  to  that  eftate,  may,  for  the  moft  part,  be  very 
happy  in  it,  if  they  will.     And  fo  many  of  them  are  vifiblj 
full  as  happy  as  the  reft  of  the  world ;  that  if  others  are  un- 
happy, the  defeft  muft  lie  in  their  temper,  not  their  circiim- 
ftancesl    When  indeed  any  uncommon  difficulties  befall  them: 
when  they  have  numerous  families,  and  perhaps  little  employ- 
ment ;  or  when  old  age  difables  them  from  working ;  or  fick- 
nefs  calls  for  relief,  which  they  have  not  the  means  of  procur- 
ing ;  then  their  cafe  is  very  grievous  ;  and  all,  who  know  it, 
Should  be  tenderly  affefted,  and  affift  them  plentifully.    But 
even  at  fuch  times  of  diftrcfs,  they  fliould  recoUedl:,  that  their 
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fuperiors  are  by  no  means  intirelj  free  from  the  fame  nneafi*- 
neiles,  Perlons  of  confiderable  rank  often  find  it  hard  enough 
to  bring  up  and  provide  for  a  number  of  children  decently ;  and 
when  infirmities  and  difeafes  attack  the  wealthieft,  though  they 
may  have  better  advice  and  accommodations  than  others,  yet 
thefe  things  are  not  able  to  lighten  the  burthen  near  fo  much 
as  they  that  want  them  imagine.  And  whoever  hath  healthy 
'  which  the  common  people,  that  live  regularly,  have  the  moll 
of;  and  a  good  confcience,  which  all  may  have  that  will,  fel- 
dom  needs  to  be  miferable  on  account  of  his  circumftances. 
Healthy  fJith  the  wife  fon  of  Sirach,  is  above  all  gold :  and  a 
firong  body  above  infinite  wealth,  ^here  is  no  riches  above  a 
found  body :  and  no  joy  above  the  joy  of  the  heart  *. 

Thefe  comforts  therefore  you  fliould  value  as  they  deferve : 
youfliould  refled  alfo,  that  of  every  natural  gratification,  which 
God  hath  provided  for  man,  (and  all  the  artificial  ones  are  tri- 
fling in  comparifon)  he  hath  provided  you  a  good  ihare.  .  You 
can  behold  the  light  of  the  fun,  breathe  the  freflmefs  of  the  air, 
enjoy  the  beauties  of  the  feafons,  reliih  your  food,  and  be  re- 
frelhed  by  your  fleep,  as  well  as  the  greateft  monarchs  on  earth. 
The  higher  and  focial  pleafures  too,  of  kind .  afieclions^  real 
friendfbips,  frank  and  chearful  converfations,  are  as  much 
within  your  reach,  as  they  can  be  within  any  on^'s,  if  not 
more.  And  if  your  rank  be  not  an  honourable,  it  is  however 
a  neceflary  one  :  and  proper  care,  to  do  the  bufinefs  of  it  ilwil- 
fully  and  diligently,  will  and  muft,  and  you  cannot  but  be  fen- 
fible  does,  make  you  regarded  and  fought  after  by  your  bet- 
ters. On  the  whole,  therefore,  even  the  poor  have  fuffici,ent 
caufe,  not  only  to  be  content,*  but  thankful  to  heaven  for  its 
goodnefs  to  them. 

Still  the  ilraits  and  h^rdfliips  of  fome  of  them,  though  God's 
help  makes  the  worft  fupportable,  may  leave  them  fmall  rea- 
fon  to  be  fond  of  life.  But  fo  may  the  pains  and  forrows  of 
the  wealthieft.  And  even  this  fituation  affords  you  one  ad- 
vantage, that  you  will  have  lefs  inducement  to  regret  the  ap- 
proach of  death  ;  may  detach  your  afedlions  ^vithout  reluftance 
from  a  worlds  the  enjoyments  of  which  are  fadly  embittered  to 
others  by  the  thoughts  of  leaving  it  j  and  comfort  yourfelve^ 
with  the  profpeft  of  going  to  that  place,  .where  the  weary  be 
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at  refiy  and  the  /ervant  is  free  from  his  tnafler  *.  0  Deaths 
how  bitter  is  the  remembrance  of  thee  to  a  man  that  liveth  at  refr 
in  his  pojfeffions,  that  hath  profperity  in  all  things  !  But  accept' 
able  is  thy  fsntence  to  the  needy y  and  to  him  that  is  vexed  with 
all  things  f .  Yet  were  deliverance  from  prefent  evils  by  fu- 
ture endlefs  infenfibility  the  thing  hoped  for,  this  would  be  a 
melancholy  relief.  But  religion  fets  before  us  an  infinitely 
brighter  view  of  things  :  affuring  us,  that  God  hath  chofen  the 
poor  of  this  world y  rich  in  faith y  and  heirs  of  the  kingdom^  which 
.he  hath  promifed  to  them  that  love  him  J.  Here  then  is  the 
ftrong  confolation,  that  on  however  bad  a  footing  any  may  be, 
in  their  temporal  concerns,  we  are  all  on  a.level  as  to  our  e- 
ternal  interells  :  or,  if  there  be  .any  difference,  it  is  in  favour, 
of  the  fuffering  part  of  mankind.  Bleffed  are  they  that  mourn, 
for  they  Jhall  he  comforted  \k 

But,  admitting  that  there  is  by  no  means  any  ground  to 
complain  of  God,  the  poor  will  alledge  however,  that  they 
have  reafon  frequently  to  complain  of  their  fellow* creatures, 
the  rich  and  great,  for  fliewing  fo  little  regard  to  them  in  their 
heceffities.  And  far  from  denying  this,  it  is  our  duty,  who  arc 
minifters  of  the  gofpel,  to  pl?ad  it  for  them,  and  excite  others 
to  abound  more  and  more  in  tender  compafTion  and  liberality 
towards  them. 

But  then,  whilil  we  endeavour,  on  all  occafions,  that  due 
care  may  be  taken  of  you  who  are  poor ;  we  muft  remind  you, 
not  to  be  infenfible  of  what  is  done,  nor  to  require  more  than 
IS  reafonable.  And  here,  in  the  firfl  place,  all  the  common 
people  of  this  nation  ought  to  efteem  it  an  unfpeakable  bleffing^ 
that  they  live  in  a  land  of  laws  and  liberty ;  where  the  mean- 
eft  is  protedtxl  from  the  oppreffion  of  the  greateft,  to  a  degree 
that  would  be  incredible  in  moft  countries.  For  too  many  corn- 
tries  there  are,  in  which  your  fmall  properties,  your  whole  dif- 
pofal  of  yourfelves,  and  your  very  lives,  would  be  fubjeS  to 
the  will  of  arbitrary  mafters  :  and  you  would  neither  dare  to 
fpeak  a  free  word,  nor  even  to  worihip  your  Maker  in  the . 
way  that  your  confciences  direft  you.  Surely  then  your  con- 
dition requires  of  you  great  thankfulnefs,  not  only  to  God, 
but  to  your  earthly  fuperiors,  who  allow  and  preferve  to  you 
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fuch  valuable  privileges  ;  and  great  refpeft,  in  your  manner^ 
both  of  behaving  towards  them,  and  thinking  of  them  :  which 
is  very  ill  ihewn  by  murmuring  againft  them  for  things  thac 
jou  cannot  be  judges  of,  and  in  all  likelihood  are  utterly  mif- 
informed  about. 

But  farther  :  the  loweft  part  of  the  poor,  ♦Jn  particular, 
(hould  confider,  what  ample  provifion  for  their  wants  is  made 
here  by  law ;  fuch  as  no  other  nation  upon  earth  hatb  efta- 
bliflied  :  what  noble  foundations,  for  their  relief  under  fickneij 
or  accidents,  and  for  the  education  of  their  children,  private 
chanty  hath  laid :  and  thefe  things  ihould  difpofe  them  to  a 
better  opinion,  both  of  the  comforts  of  their  own  condition, 
and  of  the  goodnefs  of  thofe  to  whom  they  are  owing.  If  ftill 
you  arc  any  of  you  in  diftrefs,  rccoUedl  whether  your  own 
mirmanagement  hath  not  been  the  principal  occafion  of  it;  and 
lay  the  blame,  which  you  ought,  upon  yourfelves,  before  you 
lay  any  upon  others.  However,  even  in  this  cafe  you  are  to 
be  relieved ;  but  not  fo  liberally  as  if  you  had  deferved  better. 
Confider  too,  whether  even  now  you  are  not  able  to  get  or  to 
fave  more  than  you  do  :  and  remember  that  no  one  is  bound 
to  give  you,  what  your  own  diligence  and  fmgality  would 
fupply  you  with,  if  you  pleafed.  But  fuppofing  your  want, 
and  your  merit,  as  great  as  poffible ;  it  is  not  every  one,  to 
whom  you  apply,  that  can  do  for  you  what  you  imagine. 
Undoubtedly  the  rich  are  often  hard-hearted ;  but  perhaps  the 
poor  are,  ftiU  as  often,  immoderate  in  their  expe&ations,  and 
unjuft  in  their  cenfures.  You  do  not  know  what  fums  people 
are  able  to,  give  in  charity  :  for,  in  all  likelihood,  you  are  nei- 
ther well  acquainted  with  their  incomes,  nor  the  various  de- 
mands that  there  are  upon  them  of  other  forts  :  which  lad  may 
caiily  be  greater  than  you  can  well  apprehend.  Befides,  you 
do  not  know  what  they  do  give  in  charity.  That  which  they 
refufe  to  you,  or  your  acquaintance,  they  may  beftow,  and 
perhaps  much  more,  on  others,  who  poffibly  are  full  as  pro- 
per obje^ls,  whatever  you  may  think.  And  I  doubt  not,  but 
many  a  good  man  is  frequently  curfed,  for  denying  a  trifle  to 
a  clamorous  publick  petitioner,  who  hath  been  largely  and 
willingly  bountiful  to  private  diftrefle?,  perhaps  but  the  hour 
before ;  and  it  may  be,  doth  more  fervice  by  his  prudent  choice, 
than  his  liberal  diflribution.  We  ought  not  indeed  to  pafs  o- 
ver  any  of  the  poor,  from  partiality  or  penurioufnefs,  but  give 
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Matth  XI.  5. 
And  the  poor  have  the  gof pel  preached  to  them^ 

I^NE  principal  mark  of  true  religion  is  its  tendency  to  make 
^^^  men  firft  good,  then  happy.  Precepts  of  piety  and  virtue, 
unattended  with  rewards,  will  always  be  ineffeaual,:  and  pro- 
mifes  of  rewards,  independent  upon  piety  and  virtue,  muft  of 
necefSty  be  falfe.  Chriftianity  therefore  comprehends  bodi, 
and  propofes  them  equally  to  all  mankind  :  requiring  obedience 
from  the  greateft,  as  a  condition  of  God's  favour ;  and  offering 
eternal  felicity  to  the  meaneft,  on  performance  of  their  duties. 
For  this  reafon  I  have  lately  fet  before  you  the  peculiar  duties. 
t)f  the  upper  part  of  the  world,  and  have  fince  proceeded  to 
thofe  of  the  lower.  The  only  one  of  the  latter,  which  I  have 
hitherto  mentioned,  is,  that  they  be  content  with  their  condi- 
tion ;  and  neither  murmur  at  all  againft  God,  who  never  gives 
them  caufe  ;  nor  complain  of  men  more  than  they  have  caufe; 
nor  be  dejefted  in  their  own  minds  ;  but  compofe  and  fupport 
thenjfelves,  by  attending  to  the  comforts  of  the  Hate  thej  are 
in,  as  well  as  the  inconveniences  of  it.  With  this  I  chofe  to 
begin,  and  to  infill  on  it  largely,  becaufe,  when  once  the  poor 
are  convinced  that  they  may  be  happy,  they  will  naturally  and 
cheerfully  endeavour  to  become  fo  :  for  which  end  they  muft 
learn, 

2.  To  be  humble  :  a  virtue  clofely  conneded  with  the  for- 
mer. For  as  pride  is  ufually  the  origin  of  difcontent,  fo  dif- 
content  in  return  nourifhes  pride ;  till,  after  thinking  falfely 
their  prefent  fituation  too  bad  for  them,  men  come  by  degrees 
to  think  hardly  any  fufficiently  good.  Now  all  may  find  great 
reafon  for  humility,  on  viewing  the  impcrfeftions  and  frailties 
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of  human  nature  in  general,  aiid  their  own  in  pkrticnlat :  but 
the  poor,  have  additional  fubjeds  of  mortification  to  refleft  on  j 
they  fee  and  feel  themf elves  inferior  to  moft  around  them,  de- 
pendent probably  on  fome  for  their  livelihood  j  and  are  exclud-* 
ed  from  the  poflibility  of  many  improvements  and  advantages 
which  others  enjoy,  ftill  this  is  no  ground  for  diffatisfadion/ 
For  that  fome  are  in  a  better  condition  cannot  really  change 
theirs  into  a  worfe.  It  remains,  notwithftanding,  juft  what  it 
would  be,  if  none  were  better.  And  making  comparifons  only 
to  difquiet  yourfelves,  is  great  folly.  But  making  them,  to 
learn  from  that  inferiority  in  which  you  are  placed^  a  fuitable 
way  of  thinking  and  behaving,  is  fo  needful  and  fo  obvious  a 
leiTon  both  of  wifdom  and  duty,  that  neglefting  it  is  inexcuf* 
able. 

Thofe  minds  mull  be  grievoufly  hardened  In  the  Wrongs  that 
can  have  no  impreffion  made  on  them  by  fuch  peculiarly  ftrong 
calls  to  be  modeft  and  fubmiflive.  Nor  will  this  prove  a  lefs 
unhappy  difpofition,  than  it  is  a  faulty  one :  but,  in  all  likeli-* 
hood,  you  will  fuffer  more  from  the  abfurd  haughtinefs  of  your 
temper,  than  all  the  hardships  of  your  outward  circumilances 
put  together.  Inilead  of  efteeming  or  pitying  you,  the  world 
will  diflike  and  fcom  you.  Fpr  the  fon  of  Sirach  exprefles 
only  what,  every  one  in  fome  meafure  feels,  when  having  faid, 
three  forts  of  men  my  foul  hateth^  and  I  am  greatly  offended  at 
their  life  ;  he  puts  down,  in  the  firft  place,  a  ppor^  man  that 
is  proud  *p  Pride  in  thofe,  who  fhould  be  the  fartheft  from  it, 
is  extremely  difguftful,  even  when  it  is  harmlefs  :  but  ufuallj 
it  leads  on  to  infolent  behaviour.  ►  Now  infolence  to  fuperiors 
may  produce  unfpeakable  mifchiefs  to  you ;  but  will  always  pro- 
duce fome  :  and  though  it  be  confined  to  your  equals  or  infe- 
riors, will  be  the  fource  of  perpetual  uneafinefs,  as  well  as  guilt. 
Yet  I  am  afraid  it 'is  exceeding  common  for  the  lower  ranks 
to  ufe  thofe  who  are  but  a  little  beneath  them,  with  fuch 
contempt  and  harflmefs  as  they  feldom  or  never  experience 
from  the  higheft  above  them  j  and  would  nbt  think  it  tolera- 
ble, if  they  did.  But  furely  then  you  fhould  be  willing  to  give 
the  treatment,  you  expert  to  receive :  and  feeing,  as  you  mull, 
how  well  condefcenfion  becomes  your  betters ;  think  how  ill, 
affuming  and- over-bearing  becomes  you.     Butfuppofing  ypur 
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haughtinefs  injurious  or  difpleafiRg  to  no  one  elfe,  it  will  be 
greatly  detrimental  to  yourfelf.  You  have  formerly  been  in 
good  circumftances  perhaps,  or  you  are  defcended  from  a  good 
family :  and  therefore  you  will  not  bring  down  your  heart  to 
your  prefent  condition.  But  what  follows  from  this  ?  Only 
that  ftruggling  under  the  yoke  makes  it  gall  you  the  more  ; 
and  you  are  ten  times  uneafier,  than  you  need  to  be  :  w^hereas 
would  you  but  accommodate  your  fpirit  to  your  Nation  \  you 
would  foon  be  fenlible,  that  with  men  as  well  as  God,  he  that 
humbleth  himfelfjhali  be  exalted  \  :  You  would  enjoy,  in  this 
world,  a  peaceful  compofure  of  foul ;  and  in  the  next,  that 
blefiednefs,  which  is  referved  for  the  meek  and  lowly. 

But  of  all  forts  of  pride  in  the  poor,  the  ilrangeft  and  moft 
pernicious  is  that,  which  tempts  not  a  few  of  them  to  imagine, 
they  are  of  too  much  confequence  to  do  any  thing  for  their 
own  maintenance.  Indeed  when  they  have  formerly  been  of  good- 
rank  and  lived  in  plenty,  efpecially  when  their  fall  from  it  is 
not  owing  to  wilful  fins  or  follies,  it  fhould '  be  the  endeavour 
of  their  relations  and  friends  to  provide  for  them,  in  ibme  de- 
gree fuitabiy  to  what  they  once  were.  But  if  fuch  as  are  efpc- 
'  cially  concerned,  either  cannot  or  will  not  do  this,  there  is  little 
room  to  expeft,  that  others  Ihould  contribute  enough  toward* 
it  to  be  efieftual.  And  therefore  the  unhappy  perfons  whofe 
cafe  it  is^  unlefs  providence  raiie  theiik  up  fome  unlooked-for 
fupport,  fink  down  of  courfe  to  the  level  of  the  common  poor; 
fend  it  cannot  be  more  the  duty  of  the  charitable  to  help  them, 
than  it  is  theirs  to  help  tl>emfelves  by  any  fort  of  honeft  em- 
ployment, for  which  they  are  qualified.  Once  heaven  had  pla- 
ced you  in  a  higlier  fphere  5  now  it  bath  reduced  yon  to  a  16w- 
er :  the  occupations  of  the  latter  ate  as  much  incumbent  upon 
j'ou  at  prefent,  as  thofe  of  the  former  were  before :  and  your 
attention  to  them  will  ]>€  as  ani|)ly  rewarded  by  the  difpofer  of 
all  things.  You  mull  fup]K>rt  yourfelf,  either  by  virtuous  di- 
ligence, or  by  vicious  courfes.  The  latter,  nothing  can  juftify: 
the  former,  in  whatever  way  you  arc  called  to  exercife  it, 
will  be  no  reproach,  but  an  honour  to  you.  And  the  rich  and 
great,  far  from  rejecting  and  diibwning  their  poor  kindred  or 
acquaintance,  for  condefcending  to  any  ufeful  bufinefs,  when 
tieceflity  requires,  ought  to  encourage  aiid  applaud  them.     For 
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it  IS  an  excellent  mark  of  a  right  and  good  mind,  that  they 
rather  chafe  to  work  with  quietnefs^  and  eat  their  own 
bread* ^  than  importune  others,  or  lead  themfelves  into  tempta- 
tion. And  indeed  the  temptations,  arifmg  from  poverty  and 
diftrefs,  are  fo  very  dangerous  to  thofe  who  have  lived  in  afflu- 
ence and  credit ;  that  as  foon  as  ever  they  find  difficulties  co- 
ming upon  them,  (if  they  have  any  regard  to  a  good  confcience) 
they  muil  immediately  reduce  their  own  exptnces,  lower  the 
appearance  and  expeftations  of  thofe  who  depend  on  them,  and 
fo  conduct  every  thing,  as  may  leaft  expofe  them  to  the  ha- 
zard of  ading  amifs,  and  beft  fccure  them  an  honell  fubfillence. 
For>  whatever  a  falfe  honour  may  fuggeft  to  the  contrary,  better 
is  he  that  hthoureth^  and  abovndetb  in  all  things^  than  he  that 
hoajhth  bimfelf  and  wanteth  bread  j-.  The  mention  of  this 
matter  hath  led  me  infeniibly  to  a 

3d  Duty  of  the  poor,  and  a  very  important  one,  that  of  in- 
duftry;  to  which  humility  will  greatly  incline  them,  nor 
\till  contentment  be  at  all  inconiiftent  with  it.  For  a  prin- 
.  cipal  reafon  why  the  poor  may  be  juftly  contented,  is,  that 
by  diligence  they  may  go  on  very  comfortably ;  and  their  being 
well  enough  fatisfied  with  their  prefent  iituation  is  no  man« 
ner  of  objedion  againft  endeavouring  to  better  it,  when  oppor- 
tunity offers*  Every  one  indeed  is  bound  to  be  induftrious,  in 
a  way  fuitable  to  his  rank,  and  contribute  his  proportion  to 
the  common  good,  in  which  he  fliares.  Thofe  of  high  degree 
are  able  to  do  much  good  fingly ;  the  poor  have  each  of  them 
very  little  feparate  power :  but,  confide  red  as  a  collect  ive  body, 
it  is  on  their  application  and  labour  that  the  wealth  and  ftrength 
of  nations,  all  the  conveniences  and  elegancies  of  life,  indeed  the 
peace  and  good  order  of  focieties  depend  ;  for  nothing  but  right 
employment  will  keep  them  out  of  wrong.  Thefe  confidera- 
tions  make  their  diligence  of  infinite  importance  to  the  public  ; 
and  there  arc  others,  befides  their  intereft  in  the  public,  that 
make  it  of  equal  importance  to  themfelves.  It  is  true,  in  point 
of  confcience,  the  rich  are  no  lefs  obliged  to  it  than  you;  but  in 
point  of  worldly  neceffity,  the  difference  is  very  wide.  Nor  yet 
is  it  any  difadvantage  to  you  on  the  whole,  that  in  this  particular 
you  cannot  well  avoid  ading  as  you  ought.  For  to  how  tnany 
of  your  fuperiors  is  it  the  greateft.  unhappinefs,  that  their  cir- 
cumilances  enable  them  to  lead  the  lives  they  do  ! 
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But,  in  your  fituation,  indulging  idlenefs  and  its  companions 
can  laft  but  a  very  fliort  time ;  and  then  will  bring  after  it  fuch 
dreadful  confequences,  of  diftref^  and  reproach,  and  temptation 
to  every  thing  bad,  (extending  not  only  to  you,  but  to  all  who 
belong  to  you)  that  you  muft  refolve  to  follow  fome  honefl 
employment  clofely,     Be  it  ever  fo  much  againft  your  liking 
at  firft,  you  will  certainly  come  in  time  to  be  very  well  pleafed 
with  it.     Every  one,  that  hath  perfevered,  hath  found  it  fo. 
And  then,  you  will  fpend  the  reft  of  your  days  in  fatisfaftion 
and  comfort ;  yoii  will  ht  at  peace  within,  and  refpected  both 
by  your  equals   and  your  betters :  if  you  have  children,  you 
will   look  upon  them  with  delight,   and  they  upon  you  with 
gratitude  :  you  will  make  a  provifion  againft  ficknefs  and  acci- 
dents ;  and  when  you  come  to  old  age,  you  will  be  able  to  af- 
ford yourfelf  the  reft  and  quiet  you  want,  becaufe  you  were 
willing  to  take  pains  before :  whereas  they,  who  make  eafe  and 
pleafure  the  bufinefs  of  their  early  years,  will  find  fliame  and 
forrow  the  portion  of  the  remainder.     They  wickedly  negleft 
the  appointed  way  of  fupporting  themfelves ;  and  fuch  as  doj 
will  commonly  have  bitter  experience  of  what  it  is  to  crave 
fupport  from  the  bounty  of  others.     iThe  life  ofhim^  that  de^ 
pendeth  on  another  man^s  tahle^  faith  the  fon  of  Siracb^  is  not  to 
he  counted  for  a  life — Begging  isfweet  in  the  mouth  ofthejhame^ 
y^/,  hut  in  his  belly  there  fhall  hum  afire  *.     Sayings  of  this 
nature  are  not  in  the  leaft  dtfigned  againft  perfons,  whom  pro- 
vidence hath  rendered  incapable  of  fupplying  their  own*  necef- 
fities.       They  have  nothing  to  be  afliamed  of,  but  ought  to  be 
ailifted  with  tendernefs  and  refpeft.     God  hath  fent  them  to  iJs 
to  receive  at  our  hands  what  is  their  due;  snd  whofo  mocketh 
fuch  poory   Solomon  hath  declared,  reproacheth  their  Maker  \.. 
But  thofe  who  would  not  be  induftrious  when  they  pould,  de- 
ferve  but  little  relief  afterwards^ unlefs  deep  repentance  intitle 
them  to  a  better  fliare  ;  and  they  that  will  not  now  when  they 
can,  deferve  none  at  all.     It  was  St.  PauPd  repeated  command 
to  the  TheJ/aloniansy  that  if  any  one  would  not  work,  neither 
fbould  he  eat  %•     And  we  fliould  all  obferve  this  command,  both 
in  the  difpofal  of  oilr  own  charity,  and  of  any  other  with  which 
we  are  intrufted,  either  by  private  benefactors,  or  by  the  laws 
pi  the  land.     Overfeers  ©f  the  poor  are  intrufted  by  the  latter  j 
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iotrufted  to  ad:  with  humanitj  and  compafEon  iedeed,  but  witli 
prudence  and  frugality  at  the  fame  time.  All  therefore  who  ia 
their  turns  come  to  ferve  that  office,  I  hope  confider  very  feii- 
oufly,  that  the  poor,  who  are  fit  for  employment,  ought,  as  far 
as  poffible,  to  find  it  for  themfelves,  or  have  it  found  for  them ; 
and  that  when  either  of  thcfe  things  can  at  all  be  done,  maintain- 
ing them  in  idlenefs  is  only  teaching  them  to  be  ufelcfs  and 
wicked.  Indeed  the  poor  themfelves  fliould  confider,  that  con- 
triving to  live  upon  alms,  when  they  are  able»  wholly  or  in 
part,  to  live  upon  the  produce  of  their  own  labour,  is  injuring 
the  community,  by  doing  nothing  to  promote  its  welfare; 
injuring  all  who  contribute  to  their  fupport,  by  laying  a 
needlefs  burthen  upon  them  ;  injuring  the  reft  of  the  poor,  by 
keeping  from  them  what  elfe  they  would  receive  in  greater 
plenty.  For  rib  one  can  beftow  fo  much  on  proper  objedis, 
who  is  mifled  to  beftow  on  improper  ones  too.  And  the  fre- 
quency of  fuch  impofitions  makes  many  unwilling  to  give  what 
€lfe  they  would  ;  and  fumiflies  others  with  a  fpeclous  pretence 
for  withholding  what  elfe,  with  any  decency,  they  could  not. 
Therefore  induftry,  befides  its  being  an  indifpenfable  duty  of 
the  poor,  in  itfelf,  is  neceflary  to  their  pra^iifing  a  further  duty, 
to  which  I  proceed  in  the 

4th  Place ;  that  is,  honefty.  For  to  beg,  inftead  of  working, 
is  one  fort  of  dilhonefty.  To  undertake  any  work  for  another, 
and  not  do  it  diligently,  isa  fecond  fort ;  often  a  very  provok- 
ing, fometimes  a  v€xy  mifchievous  one.  Yet  there  is  a  third 
fliil  groffer,  to  which  idlenefs  tempts  them  but  too  powerfully, 
lAentioned  in  jigur^s  wife  prayer,  leji  I  be  poor  andjleal*^ 
Now  ftealth,  open  or  fecret,  how  commonly  foever  it  be 
committed,  is  much  too  plainly  a  fin  to  be  in  general  defended; 
and  therefore  I  need  not  prove  to  you  the  unlawfulnefs  of  it» 
But  there  are  two  cafes  notwithftanding,  in  which  fome  of  the 
poor  feem  to  think  it  fcarce  any  fault  at  all :  when  either  a  very 
fmall  matter  is  taken  away,  or  it  is  from  a  very  rich  perfon, 
which  makes  it  fmall  to  him.  But  every  one  hath  the  fame 
right  to  the  leaft  part  of  his  property  that  he  hath  to  the  great- 
eft.  And  let  any  one  be  ever  fo  wealthy,  his  wealth  is  his* 
own  ;  and  though  unqueftionably  he  ought  to  give  of  it  to  the 
poor^  yet  they  have  no  manner  of  authority  to  take  it  without 
A  hi? 
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his  confent.     If  they  had,  it  is  eafy  to  fee  into  what  uiiiverfal 
confufion  the  exercife  of  that  authority  would  bring  the  world. 
But  farther :   fmall   mifdemeanors  of  this  kind  occafion  great 
difquiet  j  men  apprehend  themfelves  unfafe  in  all  about  them; 
know  not  whom  to  truft ;  and  the  innocent  are  often  fufpefted 
and  fufFerers,  for  what  the  guilty  thus  do.     Befidcs,  almoft  all 
offenders  begin  with  little  faults  ;  and  ffom  thefe  they  venture 
gi*adually  on,  to  worfe  and  wotfe,  till  they^ome  to  make  no 
fcruple  of  the  moll  capital  crimes,  and  perhaps  fell  under  the 
fentence  due  to  them.     Always  remember  therefore  to  beware 
even  of  fmall  fins ;  and  carefully  obferve  one  rule  more,  that 
when  any  thing  is  committed  to  your  truft,   being  diftoncft  in 
that,  and  difpofing  of  any  part  of  it  in  a  manner,  which  you 
know  you  ought  not,  and  are  not  allowed,  is  one  of  the  bafeft 
kinds  of  ftealing.     Waftefulnefs  aHb,  and  even  mere  negligence, 
approach  to  the  fame  fin ;  for  by  both  you  injurioufly  diminifli 
what  is  not  your  own.     But  the  moft  aftive  caufe  of  diflionef- 
ty  in  the  poor  is,  that  finding  a  great  deal  of  time  and  pains  re*- 
quifite  to  get  but  a  fmall  matter,  they  are  ftrongly  tempted  to 
fliortcn  their  trouble  by  unfair  methods.     And  poflibly  you 
may  thus  gain  fome  advantages  for  a  while;  but  very  poffibly 
alfo  you  may  fail,  and  be  difcovered  and  puniihed  even  for  your 
firfl  attempt ;  or  if  not,  every  new  attempt  will  expofe  you  a- 
TiC  w  to  the  fame  danger ;  and  it  is  not  one  in  great  numbers  that  e- 
fcapes  long.  Befides,  the  continual  confcioufnefs  of  yoilr  guilt,  and 
fear  of  being  found  out,  and  hated  and  fcorned  ever  after, will  be  a 
continual  torment  to  you.;  nay,  if  you  are  only  fufpefted,  and  can- 
not fully  confute  the  fufpicion,  which  a  guilty  perfon  can  never 
do,  this  alone,  in  all  probability,  may  be  enough  to  ruin  you.  For 
the  livelihood  of  the  poor  depends  almoft  intirely  on  their  charac- 
ter, and  their  charader  chiefly  confifts  in  their  honefty.  That  will 
make  amends  for  confiderable   defers  ip  jother  points,  but  no- 
thing will  make  amends  for  want  of  that.     Or  could  you  ef- 
cape  every  evil   that  you  juftly  fear  through  this  whole  life, 
yet  remember  another  is  to  follow  it  very  foon,   in  which  you 
^uft  account  for  all  your  deeds.  And  he  who  hath  commanded, 
that   no  man  defraud  or  go  beyond>  his  hrotber  in  any  matter^ 
hath  declared  at  the  fame  time,  that  the  Lord  is  the  avenger  of 
eillfuch  *. 
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A  farther  Tirtue,  which  the  poor  are  greatly  concerned  to 
praftUe,  much  more  carcfiiHy  than  many  of  them  do,  is  that 
of  fpeaking  truth.  But  this  is  fo  near  akin  to  behaving  ho- 
ncftly,  the  reafons  for  both  are  fo  much  the  fame,  and  they 
that  do  nothing  amifs  have  fo  little  temptation  to  fay  any 
thing  falfe,  that  I  fhall  pafs  it  over  at  prefent.     The 

5th  Duty  therefore  of  the  poor,  which  I  Ihall  infift  on,  is 
that  of  frugality ;  without  which  your  honcfty  will  never  be 
fecurey  and  the  fruits  of  your  induftry  will  he  very  foolilhly 
thrown  away.  Indeed  to  deny  yourfelves  what  you  can  well 
afford,  and  really  want,  would  be  cruel  and  unnatural :  fuffer- 
ing  the  -worft  inconveniences  of  poverty  without  need.  But 
to  make  your  ftrait  circumftances  yet  ftraitcr,  for  the  fake  of 
idle  gratifications,  and  diftrefs  yourfelves  in  neceffaries,  only  to 
indulge  in  trifles  and  vanities,  delicate  food,  ihewifli  drefs,  en* 
iharing  diverfions,  is  every  way  wrong.  You  will  be  hanker- 
ing after  more  and  more  pleafures  and  amufements,  till  they 
quite  beggar  you :  your  fupetiors  all  the  while,  whom  you 
affed  to  imitate,  will  defpife  you ;  your  equals  will  hate  and 
cenfure  you  ;  and  your  children,  for  whom  at  this  rate  you 
will  provide  nothing  but  a  bad  example,  will  have  caufe,  I 
had  almoft  faid,  to  curfc  you :  whereas,  by  avoiding  unneceflary 
cxpences,  you  will  prefcrve  the  fruits  of  your  labour  entire  j 
be  able  to  make  good  u£e  of  advantages ;  to  ftand  your  ground 
under  lolTes  and  difappointments,  for  they  mull  be  expeSed ; 
to  lay  up  for  yourfelves,  if  you  prove  to  have  oecafion ;  if  not, 
for  thofe  that  come  after  you :  nay,  to  give  alms  out  of  your 
little,  and  exchange  it  for  treafures  in  heaven.  Saving  is  very 
different  from  being  covetous  ;  it  is  the  fureft  foundation  for 
being  bountiful.  And  even  the  poor  fliould  extend  bounty  to 
any  that'  are  ftill  poorer,  whenever  they  can  really  fparc  it. 
Nature  and  reafon  call  upon  them  to  do  £b ;  agreeably  to  which 
the  apoftle  requires  men  to  worj^  with  their  own  hands ^  that 
they  may  have  to  give  to  him  that  needeth  *.  And  as  our  Sa* 
viour  hath  taught  us  f ,  that  our  charity  fhall  be  eftimated  la 
proportion  to  our  abilities,  tne  lowcft  have  as  much  encourage- 
ment as  the  higheft  to  do,  even  in  this  way,  all  the  good  they 
can.     A 

6th  Virtue,  clofely  connefte'd  with  frugality,  is  fobriety. 
One  fliould  think,   that  they  who  find  themfelvcs  perpetually 
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in  ftraits  could  have  litde  temptation  to  be  guiTy  of  excefles. 
But  uneafineis  at  their  condition  drives  fome,  a  falfe  notion  of 
recruiting  their  fpirits  invites  others,  and  unmeaning  cuftom 
feduces  yet  more,  into  that  deftruftive  vice  of  drinking ;  which, 
after  foothing  you  perhaps  with  a  fliort  lived  gaiety  and  for- 
getfulnefs  of  forrow,  will  greatly  augment  the  dejeftion  of 
your  minds,  as  well  as  the  difficulties  of  your  affairs  ;  and  thus 
force  you  almoft  to  a  repetition  of  the  fame  remedy,  which 
will  be  followed  of  courfe  by  an  increafe  of  the  fame  evils, 
till  your  fortunes  and  healths  are  both  completely  ruin- 
ed. Your  morals  too,  for  the  moft  part,  by  indulgence  in  this 
one  refpeft,  will  be  gr^^dually  corrupted  in  every  other,  even 
if  you  do  efcape  thole  defperate  fallies  of  wickednefs  which 
prove  more  fpeedily  fatal.  Your  families  at  the  fame  time,  if 
yon  have  any,  will  be  abandoned  to  wretcheduefs ;  your  chil- 
dren perhaps  murdered  in  their  infancy,  by  giving  them  the 
fame  liquors  with  which  you  are  more  leifurely  deftroying 
yourfelves  ;  or  if  they  do  furvive,  are  pretty  fure  to  inherit, 
from  fuch  parents,  nothing  but  bad  habits  of  body  and  mind. 
If  therefore  you  have  any  fenfe,  either  of  prudence  or  humani- 
ty, you  will  furely  avoid  this  treacherous  fin  ;  which  pernici- 
ous arts,  and'miftaken  policy,  have  placed  but  too  much  with- 
in the  reach  of  the  loweft  of  tl^e  poor:  or  if  jo\j^  have  fallen 
into  it,  you  will  renounce  it  inftantly,  and  refolutely  bear  the 
uneafinefs  which  abftaining  from  it  may  give  you  for  a  while, 
(for  you  will  certainly  overcome  it  by  perfeverance)  rather  than 
plunge  forwards  to  your  utter  undoing  here  and  hereafter.  A 
7th  Duty  of  the  poor,  which  muft  be  mentioned,  is  that  of 
challity  :  a  duty,  indeed,  of  all  perfons,  but  fo  far  peculiarly 
incumbent  on  them,  as  the  tranfgreffion  of  it  brings  them  to 
more  immediate  ruin.  In  one  fex  it  is  followed  by  total  lofe 
of  honeft  employment  and  reputation  j  by  contempt  and  fcorn, 
even  from  the  men  that  have  feduced  them ;  by  grievous'  temp- 
tations to  deftroy  the  fruits  of  their  criminal  pleafures,  and  to 
become  abandoned  to  common  proftitution,  and  with  it  to  e- 
very  fin,  the  confequence  of  which  will  be  every  miferj  (^ 
human  life.  In  the  other  fex  it  is  almoft  always  accompanied 
with  breach  of  folemn  promiles  ;  wiHi  fliocking  har4nefs  of 
heart,  where  the  utmoft  affi^ftion  hath  been  profeffed ;  with 
heavy  cxpences,  thaj  often  lead  to  the  groffeft  dilhonefty.  And 
both  fexes,  in  common,  it  expofes  to  loathfome  and  fatal  di- 
feafes,  and  to  a  dreadful  fentence  of  future  condenmation :  for 

they 
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thfjy  which  do  Jucb  things^  the  fcripturc  hath  declared,  Jbatt 
M  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  *t  Beware  then  of  a  fin  fo  pe-i 
ciUiarlj  dangerous  ;  and  for'  that  purpofe  beware  of  every  in- 
difcretion  that  may  intice  jou  to  it.     I  now  proceed^  in  the 

8th  Place,  to  another  duty  pf  the  poor,  which  one  ihould 
think  might  fufficlently  recommend  itfelf,  good  temper  a- 
mongft  each  other.  This  is  neceffary  in  ^very  rank^  in  order 
to  have  any  real  enjoyWnt  oi  life  j  but  thp  more  ncC^ffary  in- 
your§,  as  you  have  the  fewer  enjoyments  of  other  forts.  I^ 
you  receive  harflx  treatment  from  thofe  above  you,  that  per-^ 
haps  you  cannot  help  ;  but  there  is  no  manner  of  need  of  your 
giving  it  amongft  yourfelves.  You  have  felt  probably  what 
bitter  things  injurious  language  and  infolent  behaviour  ar^eti 
why  then  will  you  make  ufe  of  them  ?  You  know  by  expe- 
rience the  need  of  tendernefs  and  pity,  why  will  you  not  flieW 
it  to  thofe  who  have  equal  need  ?  You  and  they  are  fcllow-fuf- 
ferers  iii  the  world ;  furely  that  Ihould  unite  you  in  mutual 
kindnefs,  not  provoke  you  to  increafe  yoar  evils,  by  being  hard 
upon  one  another.  And  yet,  I  fear,  feme  of  the  greiteft  hard* 
Clips,  both  in  word  and  deed,  which  the  lower  part  of  mankind 
undergo,  proceed  from  per fons  who  are  of  low  rank  themfelves. 
And  how  far  t^cy  are  capable  of  carrying  fuch  outrages,  and 
how  fad  the  efft&s  of  them  are,  Solomon  hath  expreiled  by  d 
very  ftrong  comparifon:  A  poor  man  that  opprejjith  the  poor ^ 
is  like  a /weeping  rain,  which  leaveth  no  food  \^     I  have  only  a 

9th  And  lait  duty  to  recommend,  but, one  peculiarly  implied 
in  preaching  the  gofpel  to  you,  a  ferious  and  deep  reverence 
for  religion.  Religion" is  intended,  not  only  for  the  diredlion, 
but  the  comfort  of  all  degrees  of  men  ;  and  all  have  need  e« 
Qough  of  it,  but  you  the  moft  byifar.  Others  haVe  honours, 
or  pleafures,  or  wealth,  elegant  amufements  or  curious  inqui-* 
ries  to  engage  their  thoughts  ;  and  find  fome  kind  of  fatis fac- 
tion in  thefe  things,  fuch  as  it  is,  and  fo  long  as  it  lafls.  But 
you  have  nothing,  that  even  feems  confiderable,  to  fweeten  this 
world  to  you,  but  the  expeftation  of  a  better.  And  well  may 
it  be  for  you,  that  you  are  rednced  to  that,  as  your  only  choice, 
which  beyond  comparifon  would  be  your  beft,  if  you  had  ever 
fuch  plenty.  Seek  your  confolation  therefore  ip  what  is  abun- 
dantly capable  of  giving  it  you  ;  make  the  precepts  of  the  gof- 
pel your  bufinefe,  and  its  promifes  your  joy.     Chriflianity  is 

H  h  peculiarly 
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J>ecullarly  formed  for  your  benefit.  Its  laws  are  your  charter, 
by  which  you  claim  a  right  to  pity  and  love  from  your  fupe- 
riors^  as  members  of  the  fame  body ;  and  we,  its  minifters, 
are  your  advocates  to  plead  your  caufe  with  them ;  authorized 
to  oifcr  them  etern^il  happinefs,  for  being  kind  to  you ;  to  de- 
nounce condemnation  againft  them ;  if  they  ufe  you,  vet  any 
one  refpeft,  cruelly ;  and  to  aflure  you,  at  the  fame  time,  that 
the  worft  treatment  they  <?an  give  yon  fliall  turn  to  your  good* 
Think  then  how  juftly  St.  "James  hath  declared  the  poor  in 
this  world  rich  in  faith  *\  and  let  the  rich  and  great,  if  they 
will,  be  profane  and  vicious,  and  take  the  confequences  :  but 
let  no  man  beguile  you  of  your  reward  f^  either  by  corrupting 
.  your  principles,  or  mifleading  your  praftice.  Religion  hath 
gi-aciouffy  provided  for  you  the  repofe  and  comfort  of  this  fa- 
cred  day,  which  elfe  you  had  never  known.  Make  it  not  a 
time  of  ading  coiltrary  to  religion,  but  ftatedly  ufe  the  pppor- 
f unities  it  gives  you,*  of  learning  and  being  reminded  6i  your 
fevefal  duties,  which  you  muft  be  fenfible  you  need;  of  hav- 
ing the  honour  to  join  on  equal  terms  with  the  higheft  of  your 
fellow-creatures,  in  prefenting  petitions  and  praifes  to  God  in 
his  houfe,  and  feeding  at  his  holy  table.  The  remainder  of 
your  fabbath  employ^  partly  in  confid&ing  your  ways  J,  and 
improving  your  hearts,  by  reading,  meditation,  and  prayer  in 
private:  partly  in  a  cheerful,  but  harmlefs  and  prudent,  fo- 
dal  enjoyment  of  the  leifure  which  heaven  hath  allowed  you. 
When  the  days  of  labour  return,  recommend  yourfelves  every 
inoming  to  the  blefting  of  the  Almighty,  return  him  thanks  e- 
very  night  for  his  protection,  and  offer  up  to  him,  in  your 
hearts,  the  work  of  each  ^^y^  as  done  in  obedience  to  his  wiD^ 
and  in  hopes  of  his  reward:  for  thefe  things  you  will  find  a 
fupport  and  refrefliment  beyond  all  belief.  In  your  whole 
communication  learn  both  to  avoid  and  abhor  that  monftrous 
cuftom  of  oaths  and  curfes,  which  afe  intermixed  continually 
in  the  common  difcourfe  of  too  many  of  the  poor ;  with  great 
irreverence  towards  God,  wha  hath  exprefsly  forbidden  them ; 
to  the  great  horror  and  grief  of  all  good  perfons ;  with  great 
danger  of  running  into  frequent  perjuries,  and  all  manner  of 
profanenefs  ;  ai?d  without  any  pretence  of  profit  or  pleafurc,  to 
make  the  leaft  amends  for  fo  n^nch  fin.  I  cannot,  and  need 
not,  go  through  the  other  obligations  of  religion  at  prcfent. 

Your 
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Your  attendance  here,  yaur  bibles  and  othet  good  books  at 
home,  will  fufficiently  inform  you  of  the  nature  and  importance 
of  them ;  and  I  beg  you  not  to  imagine,  that  becaufe  you  are 
each  of  you  fingly  of  little  confequence  in  the  world,  God 
will  ta1ce  little  notice  of  your  conduft ;  but  think  and  aft  like 
the  pfalmift,  Jamjmall^  and  of  no  reputation^  yet  do  I  not  for-* 
get  thy  commandments  *,  There  is  nothing  beneath  God's  at- 
tention, any  more  than  above  it.  The  meaned  things  oh  earth 
were  made  and  are  continually  preferved  and  infpefted  by  him. 
But  indeed  the  moft  confide rable  thing  on  earth  is  the  beha- 
viour of  his  rational  creatures ;  and  whether  that  be  right 
or  wrong  is  of  infinite  moment  in  his  fight ;  but  whether 
they  be  high  or  low,  of  none  at  all.  He  regardetb  not  the 
rich  more  than  tbt  poor ^  for  they  are  all^be  worJ^  of  his  bandt% 
.  and  Ihall  all  account  to  him^for  their  deeds.  Our  blefied  Re- 
deemer preached  the  gofpel  to  the  poor,  at  leaft  as  much  as  to 
the  rich  ;  he  laid  down  his  life  equally  £or  both;  the  Holy 
Spirit  offers  equjilly  to  both  the  fan£tifyii\g  influences  of  his 
grace ;  the  fouls  of  both  are  equally  capable  of,  and  will  e- 
qually  be  configned  to,  everlafting  happinefs  or  mifery.  Ifavy^ 
faith  St.  5^A«,  a  throne^  and  him  that  fat  on  it^fr^m  whofeface 
the  earth  and  the  heavens  fled  a%»ay^  and  there  was  found  no 
place  for  them.  And  I  faw  the  dead^  ftnall  and  greats  fland 
before  G^d :  and  the  books  were,  openedy  and  the  dead  were 
judged  out  of  th^fe  things  which  were  written  in  the  books^  ac* 
cording  to  their  woris%. 

This  awful  fccne  firft  imprint  ftrongly  on  your  own  minds; 
then  on  all  you  can,  efpecially  on  thofe  who  belong  to  you. 
You  have  little  elfe  to  give  them,  but  if  you  give  them  effec- 
tually, a  praftical  fenfe  of  their  duty  to  God  and  man,  it  is  an 
inheritance  beyond  all  treafures.  You  muft  fee  how  wicked, 
and  how  miferable  by  their  wickednefs,  multitudes  of  your 
own  rank  are :  fuffer  it  not  to  be  the  cafe  of  thofe  who  are 
deareft  to  you  ;  but  ufe  the  little  fpare  time  you  have  (for  you 
will  always  have  fome),  and  the  little  ability  you  poiTefs  (for 
God  will  aflift  you),  to  inftil  into  their  hearts  fuch  early  prin- 
ciples of  piety  and  virtue,  as  may  afford  you  341ft  hopes  of  their 
being  good  aiid  happy  by  your  means  in  this  world,  and  then 
following  you,  to  increafe  your  bleflednefs  in  the  next^ 
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Isaiah  xxitviii.  i,  2« 

In  thdji  days  was  Hi^ekiah  fich  Unto  death  :  ttnd  Ifuiah  the 
prophet^  the  Son  of  Amos^  eame  unto  him,  and  faid  unto 
him^  TChus faith  the  Lord,  fit  thine  houfe  in  orders  for  thou 
fhalt  die,  and  not  live.  Tihen  He^ektah  turned  his  face  to* 
ward  thi  wall^  and  prayed  unt6  the  Lord^  • 

npHESE  words  preffsot  to  out  iri«w  a  perfba  of  the  higUcft 
rank,  in  the  prime  of  life,  ax^  the  full  tide  of  profperitj, 
(eited  with  a  mortal  difeafe ;  a  cafe^  which  ought  ftronglj  to 
\femind  the  fecutcft  of  us  all,  how  tmoertain  our  condition  is 
Jiere  on  earth.  By  the  goodnefs  of  Gpd^  a  prophet  was  fent  to 
him,  to  admoniih  him  of  the  preparation,  that  his  {):ate  requir- 
ed :  and  the  fame  goodnefs  hath  provided,  that  you  ihall  all  be 
frequently  admoniflied  of  the  fame  thing,  by  the  minifters  of 
his  wprd.  The  admonition,  given  him,  was  the  meaps  of  pro- " 
longing  his  days  in  peace  and  comfort :  and  (hofe  given  you, 
if  received  in  a  right  manner,  may,  both  naturally  and  provi^ 
dentially,  contribute  to  procure  you  longer  and  happier  livc$ 
in  this  world ;  and  will  certainly  lead  you  to  a  life  of  eternal 
happinefs  in  the  next. 

The  denunciatiofi  made  to  Ht^eiiahj  however  awful,  is,  by 
virtue  of  the  original  fentenqe  of  Gcd,  equally  true  of  every 
man,  l!bou  fhalt  die,  and  mt  li'ne^  The  healthieft  of  us  is  fick 
erf  an  incurable  diftemper  :  whether  it  ihall  laft  a  fe\v  years, 
or  a  few  days  only,  before  it  carries  us  oiP,  is  all  the  doubts 
and  the  difference  is  much  lefs  than  we  are  apt  tp  think  it. 
.  Would  we  but  confider,  how  quick  the  time  is  gpn^)  which 
VH^  Jiave  lived  pver^  and  are  dead  to,  already ;  to  how  fmall  a 
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matter  the  reiaiainder,  which  will  flee  away  jnft  as  Aft,  can 
at  moft  amount ;  and  how  mtich  fliort  of  that  we  may  £aU, 
and  in  all  likelihood  {hall,  fince  mod  men  do  ;  we  ihould  have 
little  need  of  monitor*  concerning  mortality.  Youth  is  but 
the  morning,  and  full  ftrength  but  the  noon  of  a  &ort  dayi 
throughout  the  whole  of  which,  every  refrefliment  of  natufe 
intimates  to  us  its  continual  decays  ;  every  lofs  of  a  friend  or 
acquaintance  tells  us  how  frail  we  are  ourfelves  ;  every  fick- 
nefs  calls  upon  us,  with  a  louder  voice,  to  think  of  our  diffo- 
lation ;  and  thofe  diforders,  which  may  feem  to  whifper  it 
more  gently,  often  bring  it  on  with  furprifing  fuddennefs.  But 
at  leift  old  age  gives  us,  ufually  the  feeling,  always  the  plaia 
fight  of  its  more  immediate  and  unavoidable  approach. 

Such  conftant  warning  of  this  important  and  irrevocable 
change  was  doubtlefs  intended  to  produce  a  conttant  regard  to 
it :  aujd  if  we  take  every  way  to  drive  out  of  oiir  minds  what 
Pfovldence  hath  taken  fo  many  ways  to  fix  in  them,  it  is  real- 
ly fighting  againfl  God  *,  and  that  in  a  point  of  the  utmoii 
concern  to  us.  But  then  the  thought  of  our  latter  end  is  not 
defigned  to  difquict  anddejeft  us  without  need  or  ufe;  but  only 
to  engage  us  in  reafoning  upon  it  fo  juftly,  and  preparing  for  it 
fo  wifely,  as  that  when  it  comes,  (for  fooncr  ot  later  it  muft} 
we  may  mcfet  it  with  comfort. 

It  is  very  true,  the  heft  preparation  for  ficknefs  and  death 
is  a  good  life  :  and  whilft  we  negleft  this^  no  other  can  be  ef- 
feftual.  But  then  too  many  have  neglcfied  it :  and  there  t& 
the  utmoft  neceffity  for  them  to  think,  and  to  be  affifted  in 
thinking,  of  whatever  they  can  do  towards  retrieving  fo  fatal 
an  error.  Nay,  with  refpeS  to  others^;  as  the  rules  of  a  good 
life  extend  to  our  behaviour  in  all  circumftaRces,  fo  there  muA 
be  fome  of  them  peculiarly  appropriated  to  the  nearrr  profpeft 
of  our  departure  hence.  And  as  every  thing  fhould  be  learnt, 
in  the  beft  degree  it  can,  before  tve  want  it  for  praftice ;  and 
fueh  things  efpecially  as  are  difficult,  and  yet  of  moment ;  fo 
ffadying  in  our  health  the  duties  of  a  fick  bed  ;  contriving  be- 
forehand to  make  them  as  few  and  eafy  as  poifible ;  and  form^ 
ing  ourfelves  to  a  difpofition  of  going  through  them  as  Wc 
ought,  is  no  fmall  part  of  religious  wifdora.  If  you  delay  till 
th^  tinie  of  illnefs  comes,  (and  who  can  forefi^e  how  foon"  that 

may 
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may  Mppen  ?  ,f(>r  fome  thit>gs  it  -mil  te  too'  late;  of  fome  you 
will  be  ignorant ;  others  you  will  forget :  and  thofe  about  jou 
too  commonly  will  .be  unable,  or  unwilling,  or  afraid,  to  re- 
mind you  of  thenu  They,  wh^  office  it  is,  will  fcarce  have 
an  opportunity  given  them  of  attending  you  :  or  if  they  have, 
will  fcarce  know  on  the  fudden,  how  to  make  great  ufe  of  it. 
And  upon  the  whole,  but  little  will  be  done  of  what  fliould  be 
done. 

We  ail  pray,  as  often  as  we  join  in  the  litany,  7ig2iTA  fudden 
death.  They  arc  undoubtedly  the  happieft,  who  have  the  leaft 
occafion  to  pray  againft  it  j  but  there  are  few,  if  any,  who  have 
none.  And  fuch  as  profefs  to  defire  inftead  of  fearing  it,  would 
do  well  to  conlider,  whether  they  are  fo  very  fure  as  this  im- 
plies, that  every  part,  both  of  their  worldly  aflfairs,  and  of  their 
eternal  concerns,  is  in  the  heft  order  and  condition  to  which 
they  can  bring  it ;  or  whether  in  reality  this  appearing  readi- 
nefs  to  die  at  any  time,  without  warning,  be  not  merely  a 
dread  to  think  of  dying  at  all,  as  a  matter  near  at  hand ;  unlefs 
it  be  fomewhat  ilill  worfe,  difbelief  or  forgetfulnefs  of  what 
will  follow  after.  But  in  vain  dp  we  petition  that  our  death 
may  not  be  fudden,  if  we  rcfolve  that  it  fliall :  which  in  efFcft 
we  do,  in  proportion  as  we  omit  thofe  provifions  for  the  time 
of  its  coming,  without  which  it  muft,  in  the  worJB:  fenfe,  com 
upon  m  unawares  *,  be  its  advances  ever  fo  flow. 

We  ought  tlierefore  to  learn  in  health  what  will  be  incum- 
bent on  us  in  ficknefs.  And  fince  few  chufe  to  teach  them- 
felves  the  precepts  which  belong  to  fo  unpleafing  a  fituation, 
it  remains  that  all  be  taught  them  here ;  and  the  leffon  is  of 
univerfal  benefit.  For  in  his  turn,  every  one  muft  expeft  to 
be  in  a  ftate  of  wearifomenefs  and  pain,  of  weaknefs  and  dan- 
ger  :  and  befides,  thie  particular  duties  of  that  ftate,  are,  more 
or  lefs,  the  general  duties  of  human  life  :  fo  that  whoever  is 
truly  ccMifiderate  and  ferious,  will  doubtlefs  be  glad  to  have 
them  laid  before  him.  This  therefore  I  fhall  endeavour  to  do, 
in  the  method  pointed  out  by  the  text ;  which  mentions  the 
obligations  of  fick  perfons, 

I.  Refpcfting  their  fellow-creatures  ;  fet  thine  houfe  in  order. 

II.  Refpefting  more  immediately  God  and  their  own  fojils. 
nen  Hezekiah  prayed  unto  the  Lord, 
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The  phrafe  which  exprefies  the  former,  yj*/  thine  hou/e  in  or^ 
derj  may  be  tranflated  more  literally.  Give  command  concern^ 
iif^,  or,  to  tbine  boufe.  And  this  dire&ton  may  well  be  en- 
larged beyond  our  family  ftriftly  fo  called,  by  a  parity  of  rea^ 
fon,  to  comprehend  both  fuch  regulations  of  all  affairs  in  which 
we  are  interefted,  and  fuch  advice  to  all  perfons,  with  whom 
we  are  conne^ed,  as  appear  needful.  I  ftiall  treat  of  it  there- 
fore  in  each  of  thefe  views  ;  but  at  prefent  only  in  the  firft. 

Now  this  includes  the  general,  and,  for  ought  we  know,  fi- 
nal arrangement  of  our  worldly  concerns.  As  thefe  are  fre- 
quently either  extenfive,  or  intricate,  or  pcrfe£lly  underflood 
by  none  but  ourfelves  ;  every  one  ought  to  be  careful,  and 
fince  they  are  not,  Jhould  often  be  put  in  remembrance^  as  the 
office  for  the  fick  in  fo  many  words  appoints,  to  take  order  far 
fittling  tbeir  temporal  eflates^  while  they  are  in  health.  Not 
many,  it  may  be  feared,  have  reafon  to  be  consented,  that  eve- 
ry thing  fhould  lie,  at  the  hour  of  their  death,  jufl  as  it  doth 
now.  Some  have  fpent  a  great  part  of  their  lives  in  putting 
their  houfes  out  of  order,  in  perplexing  and  ruining  their  af- 
fairs by  extravagance^  negligence,  or  ill  management.  Thefe 
have  fingular  need  to  reftore  them,  without  delay,  %o  the  beft 
pofture  they  can.  And  fuch  as  may  have  afted  very  prudent- 
ly on  the  fuppofition  of  living  long,  may  yet  have  done  little 
or  nothing  in  regard  to  the  poffibility  of  dying  foon.  Now 
ficknefs  frequently  affords  but  little  time ;  and  almoll  always 
brings  along  with  it  uneafinefs  full  enough  for  us  to  bear, 
without  the  additional  weight  of  bufinefs.  Refides,  in  that 
condition,  our  judgment,  or  memory,  or  attention  may  be  im- 
paired. Weaknefs  of  fpirits  may  fubjeft  us  to  undue  impref- 
fions  from  thofe  who  are  about  us  :  our  trueft  friends  and  ableft 
and  propereft  advifers  may  be  accidentally  abfent,  or  artfully 
kept  from  us  :  in  fliort,  one  way  or  another,  there  is  a  great 
hazard  of  our  doing  things  wrongly,  or  at  beft  imperfeftly. 
Fears  or  fufpicions  of  this  may  grievoufly  difquiet  us,  and  add 
to  our  danger  :  or,  though  we  apprehend  that  no  evils  will  a- 
rife,  from  our  want  of  timely  caution,  to  thofe  whom  we  leave 
behind  us,  they  may  come  to  feel  very  dreadful  ones.  And 
why  fliould  not  all  this  be  prevented  ?  We  muft  leave  what 
we  have,  whether  we  difpofe  of  it  or  not.  And  if  we  defer 
'  difpofing  of  it,  becaufe  we  have  not  the  heart  to  do  it,  fuch  a 
heart  fliould  not  be  iadulged,  but  amended.     The  difficulty  of 
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felling  things,  or  the  uncertainty  how  to  fettk  them,  will 
fcarce  grow  lefa  bj  putting  it  off  to  the  laft.  If  any  altera* 
tion  of  circumftances,  or  of  our  opinion,  fliould  happen  after 
©ur  difpofition  is  made,  it  may  be  altered  accordingly*  And 
that  ft  range  imagination  of  being  nearer  death,  for  having 
completed  this  or  any  proTi^on  for  it,  h  a  poor  abfurd  fupcr, 
flition,  confuted  by  daily  experience^  On  the  contrary,  you 
will  be  more  at  oafe,  and  likely  to  live  the  Ic»iger,  for  having 
done  your  duty  in  this  refpeft.  And  by  making  fuve  to  do  it 
in  time,  you  may  obviate  great  injuftice,  grievous  contentions 
and  enmities,  Jong  and  vaft  expences,  where,  if  they  be  not 
obviated,  the  fault  will  lie  at  your  door* 

Every  one  therefore  ihould  take  the  earlieft  care  of  thefe 
matters.  But  if  any  otte  hath  omitted  it,  the  office  before- 
mentioned  exprefsly  reqiiires,  that  he  be  ad/noni/bed  in  his  fick- 
t^€,h  ta  make  his^wili^  and  to  declare  his  debts ^  what  he  pwetbt 
and  lohat  is  gnmng  unto  him,  for  the  better  dijcharging  of  his 
confciencey  and  the  quiet  nefs  of  his  executors.  We  of  the  clcrgj 
have  now  but  feldom  the  means  allowed  us  of  giving  yoii  this 
or  any  other  admonition  at  fuch  times.  I  hope  it  is  not  our 
&ult.  Confider  if  it  be  not  yours.  But  however  that  be,  we 
may  and  we  ought  to  do  it  from  the  pulpit :  where,  fpeaking 
openly  to  all  in  general,  we  cannot  be  fufpe£bed  of  any  private 
unfair  defign,  into  whatever  particulars  the  fubje^  may  lca(}  us. 

The  principal  point,  at  which  men  fliould  aim  in  fettling 
their  temporal  afFairs,  is  juftice  :  and  one  of  the  moft  evident 
branches  of  juftice  is  paying  debts.  Our  iSrft  care  therefore 
fhould  be,  ne\'er  to  contrafl  debts  which  we  cannot  reafonablj 
hope  to  pay :  and  our  next,  to  fecure  the  payment  of  thofe, 
which  we  have  contrafted,  as  fully  and  fpecdily  as  we  can. 
Elfe  we  fhall  be  in  continual  danger  of  injuring,  perhaps  dif- 
treffing  and  undoing,  perfons  aikl  families,  only  for  thinking 
well  enough  of  us  to  truft  us.  It  is  extremely  dilhooourable, 
(I  might  ufe  a  harflier  word)  at  any  feafon  of  life,  to  indulge 
our  idlenefs,  gratify  our  fancies  and  appetites^  or  fupport  our 
rank,  at  their  expence.  But  when  ficknefs  gives  us  a  profpefl; 
of  never  being  juft  to  them,  unlefs  we  are  fo  immediatelj,  we 
have  then  every  poflible  motive  for  labouring  moft  earheftly 
to  indemnify  them.  And  we  ought  to  prefer  the  demandf, 
which  they  have  upon  us,  before  all  mere  properties,  however 
reafonable ;  contrive  good  fecurity  for  them  out  of  whatever 
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we  bixlj  can  :  and  if,  after  all,  we  cannot  do  it  efieduallj,  re-i 
tcfflimend  them,  as  far  as  ever  there  is  any  plea  for  it»  to  the 
companion  of  our  furviving  reprefentatives  and  relations.  But 
as  we  cajinot  be  certain  that  they  will,  and  in  feveral  cafips  there 
may  be  no  reafon  why  they  fiiould,  do  what  we  deiire :  the  on- 
ly fare  way  is,  to  provide,  before  it  is  too  late,  for  doing  it 
ourfelves.  If  our  circumflances  are  upon  the  whole  fufficient 
to  anfwer  all  claims  ;  barely  making  known  the  debts  due  from 
as,  and  owing  to  us,  or  at  nK)il  dating  them  with  the  parties 
concerned,  may  be  enough ;  and  where  it  is  wanted,  employing 
foflae  thought  and  pains  on  fuch  matters,  as  we  are  able,  will 
be  doing  very  good  fervice  both  to  our  creditors  and  to  our 
heirs.    . 

But  beGdes  thofe  who  iure  commonly  called  creditors,  there 
is  another,  and  much  more  dreadful  fort :  I  mean  thofe  to 
whom  we  ha^e  done  injuries,  and  owe  reftitution.  Injuries 
ought  never  to  be  done.  When  they  are  done,  reftitution,  if 
it  caU)  ought  to  be  made  immediately  :  and  till  it  is  offered  fo 
&r  as  our  ability  extends,  we  remain  both  debtors  and  finners. 
If  we  defer  it  to  the  laft,  w^e  may  never  make  it  at  all :  and 
though  we  do,  whe^er  God  will  then  accept  it,  muft  be  doubt* 
ful :  but  if  even  then  We  refufe  it,  unlefs  the  caufe  be  that  we 
exOulkbly  miftake  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  we  preferve  no  ground 
for  hope.  It  is  unfpeakably  better  therefore  to  think  ferioufly 
at  any  time  than  never,  what, wrongs  or  what  hardfhips  any  of 
our  fellow- creatures  have  fuffered  from  us  :  and  to  what  fuit- 
able  conxpenfatidn  they  are  intitled,  either  in  ftrift  juftice,  or 
in  equity  and  good  confcience.  The  anfwer  to  this  queftion 
may  often  be  a  very  affliding  one  :  but  if  men  will  do  amifs, 
they  muft  take  the  confequences.  It  may  alfo,  in  fome  cafes, 
be  difficult  to  fix  upon  the  right  anfwer,  or  to  iind  proper  me- 
thods of  putting  it  in  pradice,  if*  we  know  it :  but  we  muft 
not,  on  account  of  difficulties,  lay  alide  the  thought  of  doing 
our  duty ;  but'  aik  the  bsft  advice,  where  we  are  at  a  lofs  ; 
leave  difedlions,  to  be  exeouted  by  others,  where  we  have  not 
time  ourfelves  j  and  at  leaft  make-  due  acknowledgments,  un- 
lefs particular  circumftances  forbid,  where  we  cannot  make 
amends.  Perhaps  nothing  furthfer  than  acknowledgments  will 
be  expeded  by  thofe  whom  we  have  injured  :  and  then  we  are 
bound  to  nothing  further. 
But  as  we  have  all  more  or  lefs  need  to  afk  pardon,  another 
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of  our  duties  evidendy  is,  to  gratit  it  in  pur  turn :  when  othets 
have  ufed  us  ill,  not  to  recompence  or  wifli  them  evil  for  evil* ', 

.  not  to  deny  them  proper  kindnefles  ;  or  even  think  of  them 
worfe  than  they  deftrve  :  to  accept  any  fubmiffions  that  do  but 
approach  towards  beiqg  fufficient ;  and  be  reconciled  to  them^ 
not  in  words  alone,  which  is  adding  hypocrify  to  refentment, 
but  in  reality ;  affording  them  as  large  proofs,  both  of  our  fa- 
vour and  confidence,  as  any  gobd  and  wife  man,  uninterefted 
in  the  matter,  would  think  fitting  ;  ferioufly  wiihing  their 
good,  in  foul,  body  and  eftate  ;  and  being  ready  to  promote  it 
as  far  as  we  properly  can.  This  is  the  full  meaning  of  being 
in  charity,  which  we  ought  to  be  conllantly  in  with  all  men  t 
and,  if  the  reafon  of  our  profefling  to  be  fo,  is  merely  that  we 
imagine  our  end  to  be  near,  it  will  be  extremely  queftionable 
whether  we  are  fo  indeed.  Yet  a  late,  nay  an  imperfed  re- 
conciliation is  always  preferable  t»  none,  provi<led  there  be  any 

^  fincerity  in  it.  For  the  expedient,  to  which,  it  is  faid,  fomc 
have  had  recourfe,  of  forgiving  if  they  die,  and  being  reveng- 
ed if  they  live,  is  as  wicked  and  as  foolilh  a  contrivance  to  de- 
ceive themfelves,  and  to  mock  God,  as  the  human  heart  can 
frame-  We  may  indeed  have  forgiven,  yet  not  have  declared 
our  forgivenefs  :  and  it  may  poflibly  be  prudent,  nay  kind,  in 
fome  cafes,  to  fufpend  that  declaration,  at  leaft  in  part,  for  a 
while ;  though  feldom,  if  ever,  very  long.  But  at  fartheft, 
when  death  appears  to  threaten  us,  it  is  high  time  to  allow, 
both  ourfelves,  and  all  with  whom  we  are  concerned,  the  com- 
fort of  feeing  our  differences,  if  poffible,  intirely  mad«  up :  that 
we  may  lie  under  no  imputation  at  our  departure  of  any  thing 
unmeet  for  thofe  manfions  of  peace,  that  we  hope  we  are  going 
to  inhabit.  The  fame  office,  therefore,  which  I  have  already 
quoted  more  than  once,  requires  in  particular,  that  the  fick 
•perfon  be  exhorted  to  forgive^  from  the  bottom  of  his  hearty  all 
that  have  offended  him  ;  and  if  he  hath  offended  any  other ^  to 
ajk  them  forgivenefs  ,•  and  where  he  hath  done  injury  or  wrong 
to  any  man,  that  he  make  amends  to  the  uttermofi  of  his  power. 
The  next  thing,  after  providing  for  the  payment  of  our 
debts,  and  which,  like  that,  fhould  be  done  in  health,  but 
much  rather  in  ficknefs  than  not  at  all,  is  difpofing  of  the  re- 
mainder of  our  fubilance :  a  matter  comprehending  too  great 
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a  variety  of  cafes,  to  permit  any  other  than  general  direftions 
from  this  place.  The  principal  rule  is,  that  we  ought  not  to 
be  governed  in  it,  to  any  coniiderable  degiee,  by  f.mcifal  fond- 
neffes,  much  lefe  by  blameable  refentments  :  hue  acl  on  fiicii 
gnmnds,  as  not  only  we  ourfchxs,  biit  other  men  of  unquef- 
tioned  prudence  and  impart  id  it/,  think  are  good  ones.  For 
where  we  feem  to  be  moll  at  liberty,  v^e.  are  iliil  bour.d  to 
make  a  rational  ufe  of  that  liberty  :  and  fnould  therefore  care- 
fully judge  as  well  as  we  can  ;  and  ftiJl  be  a  little  difadent, 
whether  we  have  judged  right ;  not  wantonly  do  whatever  wc 
pleafe,  and  be  confident  that  we  cannot  do  amifs,  or  regaid^efs 
whether  we  do  or  not.  Scarce  any  reafons  ought  to  ex(  lude 
our  children  :  whatever  limitations  and  reflraints  may  be  fome- 
times  advifable.  Nor,  in  default  of  children,  ftiould  any  other 
than  very  ftrong  reafons  exclude  thofe  whom  nearnefs  of  blood 
points  out  for  our  heirs.  But  then  we  fhould  be  content  with 
allowing  as  moderate  a  prerogative  to  one  qf  our  pofterity  or 
kindred,  above  the  reft,  as  our  ftation  and  rank,  the  conftitu- 
tion  of  our  country,  and  the  eftablilhed  rpaxims  of  fociety  will 
admit :  and  not  leave  all  our  family  befides,  or  any  part  of  it, 
in  undeferved  ftraits  and  contempt,  for  the  vanity  of  raifing  a 
fingle  branch  higher  than  we  ought. 

Another  caution,  often  too  requifite,  is,  that  if  our  heirs  be 
different  from  our  fucceffors  in  any  ftation  or  ofiice  of  whicl^ 
we  are  poffeffed  ;  or  if  they,  whom  we  are  inclined  to  favour, 
be  it  ever  fo  juftly,  are  different  from  our  legal  heirs  ;  we 
ought  at  no  .time,  and  yet  lefs,  if  pofTible,  at  our  latter  end,  to 
do  any  thing  unequitable,  or  even  unhardlbme,  for  the  advan- 
tage of  the  former,  or  to  exprefs  our  diflike  of  the  latter.  Mean 
behaviour  will  fully  our  charafters,  and  generous  behaviour 
give  a  luftre  to  them,  on  thefe  occafions  beyond  moft  others. 
For  to  a£fc  right  againft  our  own  intereft,  or  that  of  our  fa- 
vourites, is  peculiarly  honourable  :  and  to  a6l  wroug,  when 
we  are  juft  going  to  account  for  our  a£lions,  is  peculiarly 
(hocking. 

Other  things  yet,  (fometimes  duties,  and  aim  oft  always 
proprieties)  belonging  to  this  part  of  the  fubjedt,  are,  gifts  to 
worthy  and  ufeful  friends,  anfwerable  to  the  intimacy  in  which 
we  have  lived  with  them,  and  to  their  occafions  for  fuch  klnd- 
^efs :  ^Ifo  recompences  to  domeftics  in  proportion  to  their  fer- 
yices,  compared  with  the  exigency  of  their  circumftances.   But 
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however  we  may  be  at  libertj  in  relation  to  feme  of  tbefe 
points,  we  are  ftriftly  bound  to  the  obfervation  of  another  ruk, 
with  refpe6l  to  all  who  are  about  us  in  our  iicknefs  ;  of  a  dif- 
ferent nature  indeed  from  the  preceding  ones,  but  which  it  is 
much  better  to  mention  here  than  to  omit ;  that  we  fhew  them 
peculiarly  at  that  time  great  humanity  and  goodncfs  :  not  re- 
quiring from  them  more  fatiguing  or  conftant  attendance  than 
is  fit ;  nor  more  care,  fldll  and  dexterity,  than  is  to  be  expeft- 
ed:  recoUedling,  that  our  illnefs  inclines  us  to  imagine- things 
amifs,  in  a  degree  beyond  reality ;  and  that  others  ought  not 
to  fufFer  merely  becaufe  we  do  :  thinking  often  how  difagree- 
able  an  office  they  go  through,  and  what  benefit  and  comfort 
we  receive  from  it :  begging  them  to  forgive  us  thofe  hafty 
fallies  of  fretfulnefs  and  impatience  that  fometimes  will  efcape 
us  ;  and  making  them  good  amends  in  every  way  that  we  can, 
for  all  the  trouble  which  they  take  about  us. 

Another  article,  ufually  confidered  along  with  fome,  of  which 
I  have  juft  been  fpeaking,  is  the  manner  of  our  funeral.  And 
it  may  fometimes  be  very  proper  to  dired  this  ourfelves,  in 
ordei*  to  keep  our  friends  from  the  imprudence  of  a  tocf  expen- 
five,  or  the  imputation  of  a  too  frugal  one.  Now  we  fliajl  un- 
doubtedly give  a  proof,  both  of  humility  and  good  fenfe,  by 
avoiding,  (unlefs  motives  of  a  public  nature  demand  it)  all 
appearance  of  oftentation,  at  a.  time  that  fliews  the  vanity  of 
worldly  pomp  in  fo  ftrong  a  light ;  and  appointing  that  only 
fuch  regard  be  paid  to  our  dead  body,  as  may  exprefs  our 
faith  of  its  rifing  again ;  together  with  fo  much  deference  to 
cuftpm,  as  may  prefer ve  us  from  the  charge  of  a  fingularity 
^ffefted  without  reafon.  Nor  let  it  be  thought,  that  religion 
hath  nothing  to  do  with  feveral  of  thefe  matters,  which  I  have 
now  fpecified.  It  hath  to  do  with  every  matter,  where  there 
is  a  right  and  a  wrong  :  and  whatfoever  things  are  venerahU^ 
%uhatfoever  things  are  lovely  and  of  good  report^  you  are  to 
think  on  thefe  things  * :  and  that  you  may,  we  are  to  teach 
them. 

But  there  is  another  point,  of  much  greater  importance,  cx- 
prefsiy  enjoined  in  the  office  for  the  fick :  that  the  mihifter 
Jhould  not  omit  earnejlly  to  mm e  fuch  us  are  of  ability^  to  he  /*- 
heral  to  the  poor.  Our  charity  indeed  ought  to  fbine  forth  uni- 
formly, 

•  Phil.  iv.  ?. 
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'  \ 
formly,  and  warm  tbofe,  who  need  \ 
not  make  a  fudden  blaze,   to  dazzle  tV 
owB,  at  the  cldfe  of  it.     What  we  gi\\ 
away  from  ourCelves  ;  and  we  maj  knc\ 
prdume,  that  we  Ao  it  from  a  willing  hea 
it  to  the  laft  hath  too  much  the  look  ol 
bribe  God,   and  catch  the  applaufe  of  oii^ 
with  what  we  can  keep  no  longer.     Howeve^ 
always  been  charitable,  fhould  ftill  go  on  to  \  ^«*- 

fing  the  fame  virtue:  which  hath  great  prom^  --rtle  to  it, 
from  Grod  in  ficknefs,  Blejfed  is  be  that  confidcreth  the  poor  : 
the  Lord  will  deliver  him  in  time  of  trouble,  The  Lord  will 
preferve  him  and  keep  him  alive  :  Tloe  Lord  will Jlrengthen  him 
upon  the  bed  of  languijhing  *.  They  again,  who  could  not 
give  fo  much  in  their  lives  as  they  wifhed,  can  fometimes  very 
properly  give  confiderably  at  their  deaths ;  which  doubtlefs 
God  will  gracioufly  accept:  and  they,  who  have  neglcfted  this 
duty  carclefsly,  or  even  wilfully,  had  much  better,  on  convic- 
tion, amend  late,  than  never.  Therefore  all  fhould  examine, 
what  is  incumbent  on  them ;  and  fupply  th6ir  deficiencies,  if 
they  have  been  guilty  of  any.  Such  as  have  in  no  way  done 
much  for  the  poor,  in  proportion  to  their  circumftances,  may 
be  fure  they  have  not  done  enough.  Such  as  imagine  thej 
have  done  them  great  good  by  the  expences  of  their  luxury 
ftnd  pride,  fliould  think,  whether  they  have  not  done  them,  or 
others,  as  much  or  more  harm  by  the  fame  means.  And  even 
they,  who  have  done  the  moft  real  and  unmixed  good,  ought 
ftill  to  remember,  that  they  have  only  been  fo  far  truly  chari- 
table, as  charity  was  in  truth  their  inward  motive.  Thefe 
confiderations  may  give  many  caufe  to  increafe  their  benefi- 
cence, under  the  attacks  of  difeafes,  or  thg  decline  of  health. 
But  then  they  muff  carefully  avoid  all  vain-glory  in  it :  elfe 
our  Saviour  hath  told  them,  that  in  being  feen  of  men  they  have 
their  whole  rewat;df, :  nor  do  they  always  obtain  even  the  ap- 
plaufe, which  they  feck.  They  muff  likewdfe  guard  igainft  dll 
conceit  of  merit :  and  look  on  themfelves  not  as  making  a  pre- 
fent,  but  as  paying  a  debt  to  God  and  their  brethren ;  and  that 
fo  imperfectly,  as  to  be  acquitted  of  fin  only  through  him,  who 

died  to  procure  acceptance  for  their  beft  performances.    What- 
......    ,  ■    ,  ^y^j. 
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however  w^'^^^*  though  it  fliould  fail  of  the  uitent,  yet  ex- 
true  fpirit  of  almfgiving  as  ufefuU j  to  us,  as  if  it  ifuc- 
But  ftill  we  fhould  exercife  it  with  all  the  prudence 
can :  elfe  we  may  tempt  the  objefts  of  our  liberality  to  idle- 
nefs  or  debauchery  ;  and  perhaps  the  prefent  or  future  mana- 
gers of  it  to  fraud.  Yet  the  danger  of  either  abufe  ought  to 
make  us,  not  lefs  bountiful,  but  only  more  circunafped ;  and 
as  early  in  our  benefaftions  as  poffible,  that  we  may  beftow  or 
fettle  them  in  the  propereft  manner,  which  is  very  diffkull  ia 
a  hurry  at  the  laft. ' 

And  here  it  may  be  ufeful  to  obferve,  that  befides  the  corii- 
inon  charities,  to  which  the  prefent  age,  with  all  its  faults,  \% 
remarkably  well  inclined,  there  are  various  other  ways  of 
doing  good.  Sometimes  a  great  deal  may  be  done  without  any 
exrpence ;  as  by  making  public  beneficial  difcoveries :  and  the 
poffeflbrs  of  fuch  fecrets  are  bound  in  confcience  not  to  let  them 
be  loft.  '  Sometimes  again,  what  is  no  particular  charity  to 
any  certain  man,  may  be  a  great  and  extenfive  benefit  to  man- 
kind :  as  foundations  for  the  ftudy,  or  rewards  for  the  im- 
prorvement,  of  arts  or  fclences.  And  laftly,  what  may  feem  to 
contribute  nothing  to  the  temporal  advantage  of  men,  may 
contribute  to  it  more  than  any  thing  :  or  were  it  ever  fo  little, 
may  be  of  unfpeakable  fervice  to  what  is  of  infinitely  greater 
importance,  their  eternal  happinefs  :  as  benefadlions  for  the 
fupport,  and  ferious  and  decent  exercife,  of  religion.  If  reli- 
gion be  a  truth,  (and  confcientious  preparation  for  death  plain- 
^  \j  confeffes  it  is)  providing  for  the  maintenance  and  honour 
of  it,  muft  be  a  duty ;  and  many  have  been  fo  niggardly,  fo 
unjuft  to  it,  in  the  days  of  their  health,  that  they  wiU  find 
they  owe  it  large  compenfations,  if  they  refleA  as  they  ought, 
in  time  of  ficknefe. 

But  then,  the  utmoft  care  fhould  be  taken  to  avoid  all  thofe 
errors,  by  which  the  improvident  donations  of  former  ages 
have  brought  fo  unhappy  a  difefteem  at  prefect  on  the  moft 
rational  a6ts  of  this  part  of  piety :  afts  however  to  be  more 
carneflly  recommended,  and  more  liberally  performed  by  fuch 
as  do  acknowledge  its  value,  becaufe  fuch  great  numbers  do 
not.  Only  we  muft  never  imagine,  that  the  largeft  alms  ot 
oblations  cai4  purchafe  us  either  a  licence  or  a  pardon,  (other- 
wife  than  as  all  true  marks  of  repentance  contribute  towards 
the  latter)  fof  any  kind  of  fin,  par;ic)ilarly  of  inpftice.    God 

bipiftlf 
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himfelf  hath  faid  :  /  the  Lord  love  judgment  :  I  hate  rolfhery 
for  burnt  offering  *.  Nor  mufl  we  rob  our  own  families,  more 
than  ftrangers,  of  what  thev  are  intitled  to.  But  then  they 
are  not  intitled  to  all,  that  we  can  pofliblj  leave  them ;  but 
an  equitable  fliare  of  it  is  due  to  religious  and  charitable  ufes. 
If  indeed  we  have  given  a  competent  proportion  before,  and 
know  that  they,  whom  we  (hall  leave  to  reprefent  us,  if  we 
die,  have  the  fame  difpofition,  that  may  fuffice.  For  different 
circumftances  require  different  methods  to  be  taken.  And 
therefore  the  fcripture  obferves,  that  a  good  man  will  guide  his 
affairs  with  di/cretionf.  But  one  part  of  that  difcretion  it 
hath  exprefsly  declared  to  be  difperjing  abroad^  and  giving  to 
the  poor  J  :  which  whoever  doth  in  a  right  manner,  will  be 
likely  to  obtain  a  return  of  God's  bounties,  to  his  family,  as 
well  as  himfelf;  in  their  temporal  concerns,  as  well  as  their 
fpiritual,  if  that  be  really  bell  for  them.  His  feedjhall  he 
mighty  upon  earth  :  the  generation  of  the  faithful Jball  he  blefr 
Jed.  Riches  and  plenteoufnefs  Jhall  he  in  his  boufe :  his  rigbte- 
oufnefs  endurethfor  ever\. 

•Ifa.lxi.  8.  t  Pfal  cxu.  5- 
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The  Duties  of  the  Sick, 


Isaiah  xxxviii*  i,  2* 


In  thofe  days  was  He%ehiah  Jick  unto  death  :  and  Ifaiah  the 
prophet^  the  Son  of  Amos^  came  unto  him,  and  /aid  unto 
him^  'Thus  faith  the  Lordyfet  thine  houfe  in  order  :  for  thou 
fhalt  diey  and  not  live.  'Then  Hezekiah  turned  his  face,  t(h 
wardi  the  wall,  and  prayed  unto  the  Lord. 

TN  difcourfing  lately  on  thefe  words,  after  reminding  you  of 

the  uncertainty  of  life  and  health,  and  the  need  of  preparing 
for  ficknefs  and  death  before  either  of  them  appears  to  be  at 
hand,  I  propbfed  to  affifl  you  in  this  good  work,  by  laying  be- 
fore you  the  duties  of  the  fick, 

I.  Refpedling  their  fellow-creatures; 

II.  Refpedling  more  immediately  God  and  their  own  fouls. 

1.  The  former,  I  obferved  to  you,  are  exprefled  in  the  .text 
by  the  words,  5^/  thine  houfe  in  order,  or,  tranflating  more  li- 
terally, Give  command  concerning,  or,  to  thine  houfe.  And  this 
direction  may  well  be  enlarged  to  comprehend,  both  due  regu- 
lations of  all  affairs  in  which  the  fick  are  intereftedj  and  pro- 
per advice  to  all  perfons  with  whom  they  are  connefted.  In 
the  firfl  of  thefe  views  I  have  already  treated  of  it. 

And  proceed  now  to  the  next  point,  that  of  needful  advice 
to  thofe  of  our  own  family,  our  relations  and  domeftics,  with 
whom  may  well  be  joined  at  leafl  our  friends,  and  thofe  with 
whom  we  have  lived  in  familiarity. 

It  is  a  chara£ler,  which  God  gives  of  Abraham  with  marks 
of  great  approbation,  /  know  him,  that  he  will  command  his 
children^  and  his  houjhold  after  him,  and  theyfhall  keep  the  vjay 
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^  the  Lord  to  dojuftice  and  judgfnen^  *.  Undoubtedly  both 
he  and  the  other  good  patriarchs  performed  this  duty  through 
their  whole  lives,  as  we  fliould  alfo  ;  but  we  find  it  recorded  oi 
feveral  of  thera,  and  therefore  xavif  prcfume  it  of  the  reft, 
that  the  J  gave  more  fclemn  admonitions  to  their  families  at 
their  deaths,  in  whidi  too  our  imitation  of  them  is  highly  re- 
-quifite.  For  tlie  dying  words,  and  thofe  which  probably  may 
he  fuch,  of  parents  and  matters  to  their  children  and  fervants, 
of  friends  to  their  friends,  and  of  worthy  perfons  to  filch  as 
refpeft  them,  naturally  make  an  uncommon  imprefSon.  The 
occafion  is  awful ;  the  minds  of  the  hearers  are  ufually  tender 
and  affe&ionate ;  apt  to  condemn  their  former  difregards,  and 
to  receive  what  is  now  faid,  as  carrying  in  it  a  peculiar  obli- 
gation and  facrednefs  :  befides  that  it  may  often  render  forfak* 
ing  ba4  cuftoms  and  a£ling  right  much  the  eaiier  to  them,  if 
they  can  fay,  (what  the  world  will  regard  more  than  a  bettet 
reafon)  that  fuch  was  the  dying  injnn&ion  of  fuch  a  frien4« 

You  will  therefore  furely  improve  fuch  an  opportunity,  as 
their  profpeft  of  being  deprived  of  .you,  though  not  a  certain 
one,  affords  you  for  this  excellent  purpofe.  If  you  have  al« 
ways,  or  for  a  confiderable  time,  led  a  pious  life,  you  will  tef- 
tify  to  all  about  you,  that  you  have  found  it  the  fure  way  to 
inward  peace,  and  that  you  feel  the  faith  and  love  of  Qod  a 
ftrong  fupport  in  your  prefent  hour  of  fuffering  and  trial.  If 
you  have  been  remifs  and  negligent,  you  will  excite  them,  by 
fpeaking  of  the  renaorfe  which  it  gives  you,  tfi  more  care  and 
leal.  If  you  have  fallen  into  grofs  and  public  fins,  you  will 
^xprefs  to  them  fully  a  deep  fenfe  of  yout  guilt.  For  be  af-t 
fured,  that  taking  fliame  to  youifelf  thus  will  be  true  honour, 
both  in  the  eyes  of  God  and  man.  Warn  others  therefore  a- 
gainft  the  rocks  on  which  yoa-have  fplit,  and  befeech  them  to 
learn,  by  your  fad  experience,  without  wanting  to  add  th^f 
own.  If  they  are  well  difpofed  and  good,  give  them  the  plea* 
fure  of  knowing  that  you  rejoice  in  it  5  and  exhort  them  to  per- 
fevere,  with  tokens  of  a  chearful  confidence  that  they  will. 
If  you  difcern  faults  or  weak  fides  in  them,  or  dangers  to 
which  they  will  be  liable,  caution  them,  not  harfhly,  but  in 
the  kindeft  and  moft  perfuafive  manner,  to  avoid,  for  your  fake 
as  well  as  their  own,  what  you  forefce  will  elfe  prove  hurtful, 
if  not  fsftal  to  them :  and  beg  of  them,  that,  if  they  fliould 
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notwithftanding  go  wrong,  the  remembrance  of  your  words 
maj  at  leaft,  when  thfey  find  they  have,  prevail  on  them  to  re- 
treat in  time.  If  you  have  negleded  inftrufting  them  in  effcn- 
tial  points,  acknowledge  it  to  them  with  forrow,  and  be  earnefk 
with  them  to  make  themfelves  amends.  If  you  have  inllilled 
into  them,  by  difcourfe  or  example,  any  falfe  notions,  whether 
fpeculative  or  praftical,  labour  to  fet  them  right  as  completely 
as  you  can.  But,  throughout  the  whole  of  your  endeavours, 
exaft  no  promifes  from  them  that  may  be  fnares  ;  lay  no  bur- 
then upon  them  that  may  prove  too  heavy ;  let  nothing  fuper- 
llitious,  or  any  way  unreafonable,  nothing  that  can  be  ifnput- 
ed  only  to  the  weakncfs  of  your  condition,  enter  into  the  charge 
that  you  leave  with  them.  Surely  I  need  not  add,  (if  you  have 
any  fenfe  of  religion)  that  you  are  yet  lefs  to  enjoin  them  what 
may* gratify  refentment,  perpetuate  variance,  or  engage  them 
in  tranfgreffing  the  leaft  of  God's  laws.  For  it  would  be  the 
vileft  abufe  of  a  death-bed  influence  to  extort  from  them,  by 
means  of  it,  affu ranees  which  it  muft  be  a  fin  to  give,  and  a 
Hill  greater  to  fulfil. 

It  frequently  happens,  th^t  when  men  approach  very  near 
to  their  end,  they  are  ill  able  to  exhort  even  thofe,  who  arc 
about  them,  diftinftly  and  properly.  But  therefore  you  fliould 
be  always  doing  it  in  a  fuilicient  degree,  that  you  may  have 
lefs  need  to  fay  mach  to  them  at  laft.  And  when  a  threaten- 
ing ficknefs  comes,  you  fliould  take  occafions  of  fpeaking,  be- 
fore it  is  gone  too  far ;  but  rather  force  yourfelf  to  fay  a  little, 
though  late,  than  omit  it  intircly.  And  be  not  in  the  kail 
afraid  that  then  you 'may  happen  to  exprefs  convi6iions  and 
good  refolutions  that  will  not  laft,  and  urge  upon  others  better 
advice  than  you  fliall  follow  yourfelves,  if  you  recover ;  but 
confider  it  as  one  very  weighty  reafon  more  for  thefe  admoni- 
tions, that  fuch  a  declaration  of  your  fentiments  will  aflift  in 
■  tying  you  down  to  them ;  and  direfting  their  future  behaviour 
will  greatly  contribute  to  fecure  your  own.  Some  indeed  are 
at  no  time  capable  of  ufing  many  words  to  advantage.  But 
perhaps  you  can  ufe  a  few  that  Ihall  have  the  effeft  of  many ; 
ut  leaft,  you  can  recommend  a  valuable  acquaintance,  an  in- 
ftruftive  awakening  book,  attendance  on  public  worfhip,  feri- 
ous  recolleftion  from  time  to  time,  humble  prayer  to  God  in 
private.  If  therefore  it  be  poffible,  fail  not  to  make  fome  ad- 
,  vantage  of  what  may  prove  your  laft  opportunity.  Think 
how  dreadful  it  will  be,  if  your  children,  your  fervants,  your 

friends, 
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friends,  {hould  have  ground  to  fay  to  you  in  the  day  of  judge- 
ment, "  Had  you  in  your  life  taught  me  any  thing  but  fin, 
^nd  folly,  or  trifles  ;  had  yo.u  at  your  death  warned  me  of  my 
<luty  and  my  danger,  ray  condition  might  have  been  intircly 
the  reverfe  of  what  now  it  muft  be  for  ever."  And,  on  the 
contrary,  what  delight  will  it  bring  you,  not  only  to  fee  them 
happy  along  with  you,  but  to  hear  them  acknowledge,  that 
you  were  the  caufe  of  it  ;  and  to  enjoy  their  gratitu Jc,  as  part 
of  your  reward,  to  all  eternity  I 
I  now  proceed  to  lay  before  you, 

If.  The  duties  of  the  fick,  refpeding  more  immediately  God 
and- their  own  fouls  ;  to  which  our  thoughts  are  naturally  turn- 
ed by  the  words,  'Then  Hezekiab  prayed  unto  the  Lord :  for  e- 
verjr  fentiment  of  piety  may  be  exprtfled  in  prayer. 

His  prayer  indeed,  if  the  whole  of  it  be  recorded  in  fcrip- 
ture,  was  only  that  he  might  recover ;  a  requeft,  which  for  the 
public  good  he  had  urgent  reafons  to  make  in  the  firft  place^ 
And  that  being  inftantly  granted,  he  had  no  need  to  apply 
further  to  God,  in  relation  to  his  ficknefs,  otherwife  than  by 
thankfgiving,  which  he  did.  But  they  who  have  more  exten- 
five  wants  at  that  time,  are  both  authorized  and  bound  to  en- 
large in  proportion  the  fubjeft  of  their  addrefles  to  the  throne 
of  grace ;  and  therefore  I  fliall  endeavour  to  comprehend  under 
this  head  all  the  religious  duties  of  the  iick. 

Great  multitudes,  in  this  nation  as  well  as  others,  have  for- 
merly thought,  and  too  many  think  ftill,  that  they  can  be  ac- 
ceptable to  God  by  ads  of  devotion,   without  equitable  and 
kind  behaviour  to  men,  or  virtuous  government  of  themfclves  ; 
which  perfuafion  hath  produced  an  abfurd,  ufelefs,  nay,  mif- 
chievous  kind  of  religion  in  fome,  and  contempt  and  even  hat- 
red of  all  religion  in  others..   But  amongft  us,  at  prefent,,much 
the  largeft  number  build  their  hopes  of  future  happind*s,  if 
they  have  any,  on  their  performance,   fuch  as  it  is,  of  moral 
obligations  ;  with  little  or  no.  regard,  either  in  their  lives  or  at 
iheir  deaths,  to  diftates  of  piety,  fcriptural  or  natural :  at  leaft, 
beyond  a  few  formalities,  negligently  praftifed  now  and  then, 
juft  as  they  pleafe.     Indeed  very  many  feem  to  fancy,  that 
the  time  of  ficknefs  is  the  unfitteft  of  all  others  for  attending  to 
fuch  fubjefts ;  that  then  perfons  ought  to  think  as  little  as  pof*. 
^  fible,  and  of  the  moft  infignificant  things  they  can.     Now,  ijf 
they  are  but  able  to  keep  God  out  of  their  minds  when  they 
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are  ill,  it  is  eafy  to  do  it  ivhen  they  are  well ;  and  To  all  goei 
on  as  they  wiiK 

But  though  it  be  a  moil  fatal  tniilake  to  believe,   that  every 
thing  may  be  done  at  our  latter  end,  yet  it  is  alfo  a  very  per- 
nicious one  to  apprehend,  that  nothing  can  be  done  when  dan- 
ger of  it  feems  to  approach.     For  that  feafon  fumiihes  moil  fa- 
vourable opportunities  for  fuch  reflexions  and  fuch  behavioar, 
as  will  not  only  produce  the  happieft  effefts  of  jdl  forts,  if  we 
recover,  but  greatly  better  our  future    condition^   if  we  die. 
And  though  in  fome  diilempers,  efpecially  fome    periods  of 
them,   religious  meditations,  agitating  th^  fick  very  ftrongly, 
would  only  diforder  their  minds,   and  increafe   the  hazard  of 
their  lives  j  yet  in  others  they  are  unfpeakably  the  fureil  relief: 
and  where  they  do  give '  uneaiin^fs.  Which  they  are  far  from 
doin^  always,   will  foon  afford,  if  they  ^rq  purfued  as  they 
pught,  moil  valuable  degrees  of  comfort  and  peace.     On  all 
accounts  therefore,  he,  who  hath  a  right  to  our  continual  and 
moil  awful  attention  in  ev^ry  part  of  life,  ought  to  have  it  paid 
him  peculiarly  in  that  part,  which  reminds  us  of  appearing 
foon  before  hini.     Not  that  it  h  our  duty  in  the  leafl  to  ima- 
gine diftempers  worfe  than  they  are,  to  lay  ilrefis  on  idle  fore* 
bodings,  or  to  defp^ir  of  life,  even  when  jufter  grounds  of  ap- 
preheniion  appear.     For  God,  *u}ho  raifetb  the  dead  *,  can  raifip 
us  from  the  nearefl  approach  to  death,  whenever  he  will.    But 
yet  every  indifpofition  is  a  call  from  heaven,  and  fome  are  very 
loud  ones,  to  think  of  mortality  ;  and  to  remember  him,  who 
ihould  never  be  forgot,  ,  our  Creator  f ,  from  whoqa  we  come, 
and  to  whopi  we  fliall  return. 

Now  the  firft  principle,  of  all  regard  to  God  is  faith.  And 
it  would'be-well  if  manji,  who  are  far  from  fufpeSing  them- 
felvef  of  any  tendency  towards  Atheifm,  would  feriouily  a& 
'  their  hearts,  what  proof  they  giye'of  having  in  earneft  fo  much 
as  the  faith  of  natural  religion ;  whether  they  have  confidered 
themfelves  as  under  the  obligation  of  paying  •ccnfcicntioufly  to 
their  Maker  the  obedience  and  the  worfcip,  which  reafon  re- 
quires. But  fuppofing  they  have;  reafon  (hews  toEnncrs, 
(and we  are  all  fi^ch)..what  they  h?ive  to  do,  but  in  part:  and 
what  they  have  to  hope  or  fear,  fo  very  ipperfedly,  that, 
Jio^vever  men  jnay  pcrfuadc  themfelves  tq  think  otherwife  in 


S  £11.  XXIIL  "TZif  Lutk^  i^tle  sat.  -Ot 

tlie  ii2Ljs  of  high  fpirits  and  prefumpmeus  imaginations  ;  jrct, 
when  fickaefs  brings  their  future  account  near  to  their  view, 
they  will  find,  that  nothing  could  have  direftcd  them  fo  rightlj 
through  life  as  God's  ivritten  law  ;  and  nodiing  can  fup{x>rt  theni 
ufider  the  terrors  of  death,  like  that  covenant-right  to  pardon  and 
eternal  happinefs,  which  is  there  alone  o^red  to  mankind  ;  and 
even  there,  cm  this  condition  alone,  that  they  truit,  not  in  their 
own  righteottfnefs,  not  in  their  own  repentance,  not  in  their  own 
endeavours,  not  in  their  own  amendment,  for  God's  acceptance, 
hut  intirelj  in  his  mercj  through  the  n>erits  of  Jefus  Chriil ;  and 
fo  truft  in  that,  as  thankfully  to  yield  themfelves  up  to  the  in- 
fluences of  his  blefled  Spirit,  and  in  this  ftrength  to  labour  after 
that  uaiverfal  hoiinefs  of  life  and  heart,  without  which  no  man 
fiallfee  the  Lord  *.  Therefore  convince  }  ourfelf  w  ithout  delay 
of  the  truth  and  importance  of  this  gracious  covenant,  which,  to 
a  thoughtful  humble  mind  will  foon  be  vifible  ;  and  if  you  ara 
convinced,  intitle  yourfelf  without  tielay  to  a  (hare  ia  it,  and 
watchfully  preferve  this  foundation  fix;m  being  at  any  time  un- 
dermined ;  that  in  health  and  profpcrity  you  may  ft  and  firm 
agatnft  worldly  allurements,  and  in  ficknefs  and  adveriity  againit 
defpondence. 

There  are  indeed  very  good  perfons,  who,  in  illneffes,  par- 
ticalarly  of  fome  forts,  are  often  tempted  to  partial,  or  even  to« 
tal  unbelief.  And  if  any  feeming  reafons  for  it  be  fuggefted 
ta  their  minds,  they  ought  to  inquire  after,  and  oppofe  to  them 
reafonable  anfwers.  But  where  little  or  nothing  lies  at  the  bot- 
tom but  loW'fpirited  fears  that  they  do  not  believe  at  all,  or 
not  fufficiently,  what  their  very  folicitude,  and  their  whole  con- 
duft  Ihews  they  do ;  or  difRculties  about  abftrufe  points,  that 
negj  not  be  cleared  .up,  and  perhaps,  in  this  world  aft  leaft,  ne-J* 
ver  will  or  can :  the  right  w^y  is,  to  throw  them  all  afide  tis  far 
as  we  are  able  j  to  pray  to  God,  that  he  would  free  us  from  anx-» 
iety  about  them^in  his  good  time  ;  to  be  difturbed  the  leaft  that 
is  poffible  for  us,  if  the  fame  fcruples  and  weakneffes,  after 
fome  intei-val,  return,  which  they  are  very  apt  to  do ;  and,  with 
the  ftrength  that  we  have  remaining,  ftand  by  the  judgements 
made  in  our  better  days :  which,  if  we  iiave  been  ferious  and 
confiderate,  are  much  the  likelieft  to  be  true,  and  being  on  the 
'fide  of  religion,  muft  be  fafe  ;  for  we  may  gain  by  it  infinitely^ 

but 
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but  Ipfe  we  cannot;  And  amongft  the  doftrines  of  religion  we 
ihould  not  perplex  our  heads  with  difputable  matters,  when  we 
are  leaft  of  all  fit  for  them,  but  dwell  on  fuch  plain  acknow- 
ledged points,  as  may  heft  afford  us  the  direftion  or  comfort 
which  we  want  in»our  prefent  circumftances. 

Being  fettled  thus  on  the  ground- work  of  faith,  our  next  con- 
cern will  be  Jo  examine  the  fuitaUenefs  of  our  paft  behaviour 
to' it.     Self-examination  is   a  conftant  dutj,  but  efpecialljr  re- 
quifite  when  we  have  the  moft  immediate  need  to  know  and  2u- 
mend  our  condition ;  befides  that  poffibly  it  may  difcover  to  us 
•fom^  fault  of  ours,  for  which  the  hand  of  God  is  laid  upon  us> 
and  fo  enable  us  to  obtain  the  removal  of  it.     An  inquiry, 
which  will  fliew  the  heft  of  men  but  too  much  amifs  in  them, 
will  doubtlefs   be  to  moft  a  painful  employment;  above  all, 
when  they  have  fufFerings  enough  to  bear,  befides  that  of  a 
mounded  fpirit  *.     And  why  then  ihould  we  not  lighten  this 
burthen  beforehand,  by  avoiding  to  aft  wrong,  which  is  the 
only  fure  Way ;  or,  which  is  the  next,  by  redBfying  it  inftantly? 
But  whatever  we  have  made  neceffary,  we  muft  fupport ;  and 
being  awakened  to  prefent  remorfe,  is  unfpeakably  better  than 
^oing  on  in  a  dream  to  future  mifery.     Direftions  for  making 
this  inquiry  muft  be  learnt  from  the  difcourfes  that  profeffedly 
treat  of  it.     But  the  chief  are  thefe  ;  to  compare  the  whole  of 
our  aftions,  words  and  thoughts,  as  well  as  we  are  able,  with 
the  rule  of  our  duty,  confcientioufly,  and  yet  coolly ;  neither  ac- 
cufing  ourfelves  of  what  we  have  not  done  amifs,  nor  fuppreffing 
what  we  have  ;  neither  difturbing  oux  own  peace  on  accotmt  of 
mere  infirmities,  nor  difguifing  wilful  fins  under  gentle  appeDa- 
tions ;  remembering,  that  God  is  merciful   and  good,  yet  rc- 
'membering  alfo,   that  he  is  juft  and  holy  ;  reflefting,  that  we 
are  in  his  prefence :  and   praying,  that  he  would  inake  us 
known  to  ourfelveSi, 

After  difcovering  thus  how  we  have  been  ^ilty,  we  muft 
examine  alfo  how  far  we  have  repented..  Now  repentance  im- 
]}Ues  difapprobation  of  what  we  have  done  ill,  and  confequen't-  ^ 
ly  forrow  for  it ;  without  which  inward  change,  an  outward 
alteration  of  our  conduft  will  avail  us  nothing.  ,  But  whether 
the  concern,  even  of  great  finners,  be  vehement  and  pafTionate^ 
ar  filent  and  compofed,  is  of  fmall  moment,  provided  it  be  real 
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•Prov.  xviii.  I4» 


S  E  R.  XXIII.  Tif  Duties  of  tie  Sick.  26$ 

and  deep.  Sorrow,  that  we  have  afted  contrary  fo  our  intereft; 
is  a  rational  principle ;  that  we  have  tranfgreffed  the  rule  of 
morals,  is  a  virtuous  one  ;  that  we  have  difobeyed  our  heavenly 
Father,  is  a  religious  one.  .  And  whoever  is  truly  moved  by  all 
thefe  confiderations,  it  will  be  an  ufelefs  and  a  hurtful  nicety 
for  him  to  difquiet  himfelf  about  the  proportion  in  which  they 
are  mixed,  if  together  they  do  but  produce  the  proper  efFe£k. 
And  this  efTeft  may  and  will  be  different  in  different  cafes.  Our 
concern  for  mere  frailties,  if  it  make. us  humble  and  watchful, 
will  be  accepted,  though  it  doth  not  prevent  fome  relapfes  into 
the  fame  failings.  But  our  penitence  for  grofs  and  deliberate 
fins  mull  evidence  itfelf  by  forfaking  them,  elfe  it  ha^h  no  claim 
to  pardon.  And  indeed  the  repentance,  encouraged  by  fo  ma- 
ny noble  promifes  in  the  New  Teftament,  is  that  which  accompa- 
nied the  converfion  of  Jews  and  Heathens  to  Chriftianity ;  but; 
the  remiffion  of  wilful  offences,  committed  after  profefCng  it, 
(and  we  have  profeffed  it  from  our  childhood)  will  be  found 
very  fparingly  mentioned.  For  it  is  expefted  of  chriftians  to 
keep  the  laws  of  Chrift,  elfe  they  receive  his  grace  in  vain  *. 
Hotvev6r,  there  are,  God  be  thanked,  affurances  of  mercy  gi- 
ven to  the  word  of  us,  on  returning  from  our  tranfgrefBons. 
But  none  are  given  to  forrow  without  amendment.  If  any 
were,  the  whole  intent  of  the  gofpel  would  be  defeated,  and 
Cbrift  be  made  the  minijler  of  Jin  f . 

We  muft  not  therefore  imagine,  that  a  little  or  a  great  deal 
of  grief  in  ficknefs,  if  we  could  be  fure  of  feeling  it  then,  which 
we  cannot,  will  in  title  us  to  forgivenefs.  For  the  bittereft  of 
fuch  anguifli  may  have  neither  piety  nor  virtue  in  it,  but  be 
merely  the  concern  of  a  malefeftor,  (continuing  in  his  heart  as 
much  fo  as  ever)  that  he  is  likely  to  be  punilhed  for  his  deeds. 
Or  fuppofe  there  be  fome  conviftions  of  a  better  kind,  ground-i 
cd  even  on  chriftian  faith  ;  yet  when  there  is  no  time  for  try- 
ing what  fruits  they  will  bring  forth,  and  when  multitudes,  af- 
ter the  like  conviftions,  have  immediately  pr  foon  relapfed  in- 
to their  old  iniquities,  what  dependance  can  there  be  upon  them? 
God  indeed  knows,  if  they  would,  in  cafe  of  recovery,  be  ef- 
feftual ;  but  he  who  feels  them  hath  no  means  of  knowing  it. 
And  were  he  certain  that  they  would,  how  doth  it  appear,  that 
when  they  oome  fo  late,  they  will  be  accepted  ?  The  penitent 

thief, 
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Ihieft  whofe  pardon  is  the  chief  argument  alledged  to  prove  this 
point,  might  poiTibly  repent  long  before  he  was  taken,  might 
be  taken  k>ng  btfore  he  was  executed,  might  have  no  know- 
ledge of  the  gofpel,  till  he  hung  with  our  Saviour  upon  the 
crofs  i  and  he  exercifed  there  a  faith  fo  circumftanced,  as  ours 
cannot  he  ;  pn  all  which  accounts  there  is  no  room  for  a  parallel 
to  be  drawn  between  him  and  wicked  chriiUans  now,  who  con- 
tinue.obdurate  till  the  approach  of  death. 

And  what  (hall  we  faj  then  comcerniag  them  ?  The  mild  fpi- 
fit  of  our  religion  will  not  permit  us  to  judge  harflily  of  thenar 
faithfuluefs  to  the  fouk  of  men  will  not  fnffer  us  to  pronounce  * 
in  their  favour.  All  we  can  determine  with  certainty  there- 
fore is,  that  fttch  repentance  as  they  dill  remain  capable  of,  u- 
nited  with  chriftiah  faitb,  is  the  bed  and  only  thing,  to  which 
they  can  have  recpurie.  Right  behavionr  then  will  certainly 
m^ke  their  cafe  in  fonje  degree  better ;  and  wrong  behaviour, 
even  then,  when  eveiy  thing  confpires  to  remind  them  of  what 
they  ought  to  have  remembered  fooner,  muft  make  it  unfpeak- 
•bly  worfe.  Their  duty  therefore  is  clear,  be  their  hopes  ever 
fo  doubtful ;  and  there  is  always  room  for  fome  hope  whilft  life 
is  preferved.  They  may  harve  more  time,,  they  have  mdre  mer- 
cy granted  them,  tlian  they  can  fee  caufe  to  expefi.  God  is 
not,  even  in  their  cafe,  a  cruel  beiiig  enraged,  but  a  wife  and 
good  one  juftly  difpleafed.  Frightening  themfelves  beyond 
a  capacity  of  thinking  and  afting  reafonably  muft  do  harm,  be 
their  fpiritual  condition  ever  fo  dangerous.  They  cannot  know 
it  to  be  defperate,  and  therefore  ought  by  no^ means  to  give  it  up. 
Still,  on  the  other  hand,  though  God  may  aflure  them  inter- 
nally of  pardon  and  happinefs,  yet  in  general  very  ilrong^pe?- 
fuafions  of  that  kind,  in  fuch  circumftances,  are  greatly  to  be 
fuf peeled  as  cnthufiaftic,  deluGve  imaginations  :  and  the  modef- 
ter  atid  lefs  confident  men  are,  the  better  grounded  is  their  pro- 
fpeft.  But  fo  extremely  uncomfortable  a  one  will  it  ordinarily 
prove,  that  theye  is  great  weight  in  thefon  of  AVflrA's  precept : 
Before  judgment  examine  thyfelfy  and  in  the  day  of  vifta- 
Hon  thou  Jhaltfind  mercy.  Humhle  thyfelf  before  thou  hejick; 
in  the  time  ofjinsfl^erjn  repentance — and  defer  not  until  death  to 
htjuflified  *. 

Tlie  penitence,  left  to  a  bed  of  languifliing,  ought  tP  be  only 
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the  more  folemn  complerian  of  that  whkh  we  praftlfed  daUj 
in  our  health.  And  moft  of  us  have  fo  much  to  reftify,  and 
all  have  fo  much  neied  to  do  it  well,  be  it  more  or  lefs,  that  vf^ 
fliould  not  fail  to  take  the  earl  left  and  fureft  time  for  it ;  when 
it  will  be  moll  acceptable  to  God,  and  moft  advantngeoiis 
to  our  own  fouls  ;  when  there  will  be  kaft  ground  for  doubt 
and  fcruple  afterwards,  whether  we  left  our  fins,  or  they  left 
us  ;  whether  we  aded  on  ingenuous,  or  fervile  motives.  But 
whatever  we  have  unhappily  omitted  till  ficknefs  c^ls,  let  us 
then  at  leaft  fet  about  it  inftantly ;  not  be  alhamed  of  repent- 
ing, or  being  known  to  repent,  for  it  is  in  finning  thaf  thq  only 
fliame  lies  ;  not  be  fatisfied  with  feeling,  and  owning  to  men  a 
fenfe  of  our  guilt,  as  far  as  it  relates  to  them ;  but  tonfcfs  to 
Cod  our  difobedicnce  and  ingratitude  to  him,  with  the  deeper 
contrition,  the  longer  we  have  negledlcd  it.  HemeHah^s  prayer 
lodaed  hath  no  confeflSon  of  fin,  but  his  thankfgiving  afterwards 
hath  a  very  ftfong'  one :  \I%ou  haft  caft  all  my  fin$  behind  thy 
had  *.  And  therefore,  when  he  pleaded  at  firft,  Remember,  O 
.  L^rd,  J  befeech  thee,  how  I  have  walked  before  thee  with  a  per^ 
feB  heart,  and  done  that  which  is  good  in  thyjight  f,  we  fhould 
underftand  him  to  mean,  that  as  a  king  he  had  been  zealous  for 
God's  true  religion,  to  which  confequently  bis  life  was  of  im- 
portance \  not  that  'as  a  man  he  had  not  deferved  death,  which 
all  men  have.  And  if  we  are  convinced  in  any  due  degree 
what  our  deferts  have  been,  we  fliall  entreat  the  divine  mercy, 
not  for  the  merits,  I  faid  it  before,  and  I  fay  it  again,  not  for 
the  merits  of  our  good  aftions,  for  the  bcft  of  them  are  faulty  ; 
not  for  the  fake  of  our  repentance,  which  in  ftridlnefs  undoes 
nothing  that  wc  have  done  atnifs,  and  therefore  (though  our  na- 
tural power  extends  no  further)  cannot  intitl^  us  even  to  ex- 
emption from  punifliment,  much  lefs  to  eternal  rewards ;  but 
folely  through  his  fatisfadion  and  interceffion,  who  died  to  ob- 
tain both  for  us. 

A  juft  fenfe  of  this  invaluable  blefEng  will  efFeftually  incline 
us  to  join  with  our  thankful  humiliations,  a  zealous  perform- 
ance of  whatever  duties  are  oppofite  to  our  paft  fins,  and  what- 
ever mortifications  are  jwoper  to  correft  our  prefent  evil  tenden- 
cies. But  no  ufelefs  and  fanciful  obfervances,  nor  any  aufteri- 
ties,  calculated  only  to  give  uneafinefs  for  the  fake  of 'giving  it. 

Vol.  I.  LI  fliould 
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Ibould  ever  enter  into  a  chrlftian's  penitence.  For  fuch  things 
take  off  the  attention  from  real  obligations,  and  fix  it  on  them, 
felves,  as  matters  of  the  greateft  momtnt :  whence  the  pundu- 
al  performers  of  them  are  tempted  to  fpiritual  pride  ;  ^nd  o- 
thers,  who  fee  this  great  ftrefs  laid  on  them,  are  induced  either 
to  efteem  them  without  qaufe,  or  to  difefteem  religion,  falfdy 
fuppofing  it  to  enjoin  them.  Therefore  the  fcrip^ure  direfts  re- 
turning offenders  .neither  to  empty  forms,  nor  to  the  rigours  of 
corporal  difcipline,  any  farther  than  to  fuch  occafional  ufe  of 
fading,  as  may  be  found  beneficial,  but  to  dojujlly^  and  to  lovi 
mercy y  and  to  walk  humbly  with  their  God  **  And  lead  of  aH 
fhould  the  fick  be  harraffed  with  needlefs  l;>urdens.  For  they 
have  one  already,  of  no  fmaU  weight,  laid  on  them  by  God 
himfelf ;  I  me^ui  the  difeafe  which  he  hath  inEifted^  and  bear- 
ing that  as  they  ought,  tvill  feldom  fail  to  be  labour  fufiicient. 
Merely  feeling  the  preiTure  of  it  indeed  will  do  us  no  fervice, 
without  attending  properly  to  him  from  whoni  it  come^.  04 
the  contrary,  when  God  faith,  In  vain  have  I /mitten  your  cbilr 
drenf  they  received  no  correHion  f,  it  implies  that  diey  were 
hardened  in  wickednefs ;  whereas^  when  tjbe  voice  of.  the  Lord, 
crieth^  the  man  ofwifdom  will  hear  the  rody  and  who  hath  ap' 
pointed  it  J.  Yet  ftill  worfe  would  it  be,  if,  perceiving  whence 
our  fufferings  proceed,  we  fliould  be  wrongly  affeQed  towards 
the  author  of  them ;  either  with  their  blafphemo\;is  vehemence, 
of  whom  the  fcripture  foretels.  They  Jhallfret  them/elves^  and 
^ur/e  their  Godj  and  look,  upwards  §  ;  or  with  his  profane  def? 
pendency,  who  faid,  This  evil  is  from  the  Lordy  why/hould  I  wait 
for  the  Lord  any  longer  %\  But  if  we  apply  to  him  with  humbfe 
confefEon,  andfincere  amendment,  like  Ephraim  in  yeremiah,  thou 
ha/lchajli/edmty  andlwas  cha/li/ed;  after  Iwasin/lruBedy  l/mott 
upon  my  thigh y  J  was  a/hamed, yea^  even  con/ounded**  \  we  fliall 
have  caufe  to  fay  with  thq  Pfalmift,  It  is  good /or  me  that  I  have 
been  in  trouble^  that  I  might  learn  thy/latutes  ft-  We  fhould  learn 
our  duty  from  God's  mercies,  but  if  thefe  make  us  forget  him, 
chaftifement  is  fitly  employed  to  make  \is  recoiled  him.  /  mil 
cau/e  you  to  pa/s  under  the  rod^  and  bring  you  into  the  bond  of 
the  covenant  ; — and  ye/hall  remember  your  ways^  and  allyoui^ 
doings^  wherein  ye  have  been  defiled  I'^^-^nd  ye  /hall  loathe  your^ 

/elves^ 

♦  Mic:  vi.  8.  t  Jcr.  ii.  30.  ♦  Mic  vi.  9.  5  Ifai  viH.  2r. 

1  a  Kings  vL  33.  ••  Jcr.  xxxi.  18. 19,  ft  ^fal.  cxix.  lu 
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Jehes  in  your  ownjtgbt^  and  know  that  I  am  the  Lord*.  By 
this  Jhall  the  iniquity  of  ..Jacob  be  purged ;  and  this  is  all  the 
fruit  to  take  away  his  fins  f .  When  therefore  God  bideth  bis 
fact  from  us,  and  we  are  troubled  %  with  uneafinefs  of  body  or 
mind,  though  ft  may  be  only  to  make  us,  like  the  captain  of  I 

our  falvationy  perfeB  through  fufferings  }  ;  yet  we  fhall  do  well  | 

to  inquire  with  humility,  though  not  with  caufelefs  terror,  j 

whether  his  purpofe  is  nOt  what  the  prophet  declares  in  his  j 

name:  I  will  go  ^  and  return  to  my  place  ^  till  they  acknowledge 
their  offence  ; — in  their  affii£lion  they  willfeek  me  early  ^.     If  1 

on  felf-examination  we  find  little  or  nothing  but  common  frail- 
ties to  charge  upon  ourfelves,  we  fliall  have  abundant  reafon  to 
rejoice  in  all  our  tribulations,  and  be  thankful  to  his  preventing 
grace.  If  we  difcover  groflfer  failings,  our  concern  is,  to  an- 
fwer  the  divine  expeftation,  as  the  next  verfe  direfts :  Come^ 
and  let  us  return  unto  the  Lord,  for  he  hath  torn^  and  he  will 
heal  us  ;  he  hath  fmitten^  and  he  will  bind  us  up**.  Such  beha- 
viour will  procure  us  the  removal,  or  mitigation  of  our  fuffer- 
ings at  prefent,  if  infinite  wifdom  fees  it  beft  for  us.  But  how- 
ever this  be,  it  will  certainly  obtain  »for  us  that  future  recom- 
pence  of  everlafling  felicity^  which  the  words,  that  follow  there 
naturally  exprefs,  perhaps  with  an  allufion  to  the  time  of  our 
Lord's  refurreftion,  the  foundation  and  firfl-fruits  of  the  gene- 
ral one :  After  two  days  will  he  revive  us^  in  the  third  day  bt 
will  raife  us  up^  and  vie  fhall  live  in  his  fight  ff . 

f 
•  Ezck.  XX.  37,  43,  44.  +  If.  xxvii.  f.  |  Pf.  civ.  v^, 

$  Heb.  ii.  lO.  \  Hof  #-.  15.  ••  H«r.  vi.  i.  ft  Ver.  a. 


LI  2  S£IU 


X    ' 


SERMON    XXIV- 


The  Duties  of  tue  Sick. 


Isaiah  xxxviii.  i,  2. 

i 

In  thofe  days  was  Hezekiah  Jick  unto  death:  and  I/aiah  tie 

prophetj   the  Son    of  Amos^   came  unto  him^  and  Jaid  untff 

himy    TIjus  faith  the  Lordyfet  thine  houfe  in  order  :  for  thou 

fhalt  die^  and  not  live.      'Then  He^ekiah  turned  his  face  to^ 

wards  the  wall^  and  prayed  unto  the  Lord. 

■piCOM  thefe  words  I  have  propofed  tofhew  yoii  tfie  duties 
of  fick  perfons* 

I.  Refpcfting  their  felloe-creatures  ;  expreffed  by  the  direc- 
tion, fet  thine  houfe  in  drder : 

II.  Refpcdling  more  immediately  God  and  their  owtt  foub  r 
intimated  in  the  good  king's  behaviour,  Then  Hezekiah 
prayed  unto  the  Lord* 

The  former  of  thefe  I  have  finiflied,  and  inade  fome  progrefs 
in  the  latter :  under  which,  after  fetting  before  you,  in  general, 
the  necefSty  of  having  regard  to  God  in  our  ficknefs  ;  I  pro- 
ceeded to  the  particular  obligations,  firft  of  faith  in  his  word 
(giving  at  the  fame  time  diredions  to  thofe  who  are  difquietcd 
by  doubts  and  fcruples)  ;  then  of  felf- examination  in  his  pre- 
fence ;  then  of  fuch  repentance  as  our  cafe  requires.  And  here 
I  infifted  largely  on  the  danger  of  trufting  to  a  death-bed  for- 
row  ;  and  yet  the  ufefulnefs  of  feeling  and  expreffing  then,  ra- 
ther than  never,  a  due  concern  for  our  paft  fins  :  which,  I  ob- 
ferved  to  you,  muft  always  be  accompanied  with  eameft  peti- 
tions for  pardon,  offered  up  in  the  name  of  our  blcffed  Re- 
deemer j  and  for  affiftance  from  the  grace  of  the  Holy  Spirit  j 
with  rational  and  fcriptural,  not  fuperftitious,  proofs  of  oitf 

humiliation? 
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hBTmliatian  -;  and  a  heart j  defire  to  amend  and  Improre  under 
tke  difcipline  of  heaven. 

I  flow  go  on  to  remind  you  farther,  that  together  with  thefe; 
the  fick  cmght  to  be  very  coniliant  in  every  other  cxercife  of 
private  piety.  For  as  they  are  cut  off  from  aclive  life,  they 
have  more  leifure  for  religious  contemplation.  And  a-s  they 
want  all  the  improvement  and  comfort  which  they  can  have, 
fo  they  will  receive  the  moft  of  both,  by  frequent  lifting  up 
of  their  hearts  to  the  God  of  patience  and  confolatitm*^  the 
giver  of  all  good,  in  addreffes  carefully  fnited  to  their  prefent 
condition.  But  ufually,  if  not  always,  the  right  manner  of 
doing  this  will  be,  not  to  fct  yourfelves  talks  of  reading,  or 
meditating,  or  praying,  juft  fo  often,  or  fo  long ;  but  to  obferve 
with  impartiality  and  difcretion,  what  really  edifies^  and  what 
only  flattens  you;  as  alfo  what  your  ftrength  arid  fpirits  will 
permit,  without  fuffering  by  it.  And  if  there  be  need,  you 
ihould  allow  other  perfons  of  ikill  and  ferioufnefs  to  judge  for 
you  in  this  matter  ;  following -their  deeifions  with  fome  degree 
of  implicit  obedience.  And  fhould  it  prove,  that  with  your 
beft  management  you  can  neither  pray  to  God,  nor  think  of 
him,  with  any  thing,  near  the  affedlioa  and  fervency,  which 
you .  find  expreffed  in  many  good  books,  and  fliewn  by  many 
good  ChridianS)  when  fick ;  btlt  in  a  poor,  imperfe£l,  broken^ 
languid  manner :  bear  with  yourfelves  for  what  you  cannot 
help  J  and  be  affured,  that  your  heavenly  Father  will  bear  with 
you,  and  will  accept  the  fervice  of  which  your  weaknefs  is  ca- 
pable, be  it, ever  foimall. 

Nay  further,  fliould  your  condition  be  fuch  as  to  require  a 
confiderable  fliare'  of  your  hours  to  be  fpent  in  a  thoughtiefa( 
trifling  way ;  fubmit  to  it,  ^s  part  of  your  duty ;  and  do  it 
without  fcruplc.  Were  you  indeed  to  make  am^femcnts  your 
choice,  as  the  means  of  banilhlng  ferious  thought,  that  would 
be  a  great  and  dangerous  fin.  To  throw  away  the  time  of  fick- 
hefs  after  throwing  away  that  of  health  ;  and  imagine  it  too 
foon  for  you  to  think  of  religion  while  you  are  well  \  and  too 
much  for  you  when  you  are  ill ;  is  a  method  which  muft  end 
unhappily.  But  in  the  neceffary  intervals  of  attention  to  bet- 
ter things  \  when,  if  you  were  Tiot  to  fpend  your  hours  thus, 
ytju  would  fpend  them  worfe  j  when  your  fpirits  would  fink, 

and 
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and  your  patience  wear  out :  then  checrfiil  difcourfes;  or  any 
relaxations  that  are  innocent,  that  will  revive  no  wrong  im- 
preilionsy  and  excite  no  blameaBle  iodovements  of  mind,  may 
be  very  ufeful :  provided,  that  if  you  have  indulged  them  too 
much  before^  you  firmly  bind  yburfelves  now  to  be  wifcr  for 
the  future,  if  Grod  continue  your  life  ;  and  that  you  give  ear- 
neft  of  it,  by  employing  hO  tsitirt  of  your  time  thijs,  than  is 
requifite,  in  order  to  em{)k)y  the  reft  better.  For  miferahh 
comforters  *  are  thiefc  things  alone :  and  wretched  creatures 
they  who  have  no  other  to  depetid  on.  Whatiever  fuperficial 
palliative  remedies  it  may  tie  needful  to  intermix^  the  funda- 
mental fupport  ©f  a  pious  mind  will  ever  be  that  of  the  Pfalm- 
mift  :  Why  art  tboufo  heavy y  0  my  foul  i;  and  why  art  tboufo 
Sfquieted  within  nte  ?  0  put  thy  trufl  in  God  f. 

The  caufes  of  dejedion  in  ficknefs  are  of  many  forts :  but 
religion  hath  a  perfeift  cure^  if  fuitably  applied,  for  every  one 
of  them,  as  will  appear  by  goihg  through  the  chiefs 

Some  have  fo  painful  a  convi&ion  of  their  own  guilty  though 
perhaps  by  no  means  uncomtnonly  great,  that  they  fear  it  caii 
never  obtain  pardon;  Yet,  by  the  influence  of  God's  grate, 
they  have  quitted  the  more  wilful  of  their  fins  long  £^o,  and 
watch  againft  the  rei^  with  conftant  care  :  they  have  the  finn- 
feft  belief  in  general  of  God's  lo<re  to  mankind  through  Chrifl, 
ahd  in  their  more  compofed  hours  receive  much  comfort  from 

'  j  their  own  happy  change.     But  ftill  at  other  times,  and  efpe- 

cially  when  they  think  of  their  end,  as  probably  approachiogi 
their  hopes  are  depreffed  by  a  load  of  terrors,  and  tormenting 
apprehenfions,  that  they  are  not  qualified  to  fnd  mercy  of  the 
Lord  in  that  day  J.  Indeed  they  rather  conceive,  that  more 
advantageous  thoughts  of  their  condition  would  be  prefump- 
tuous,  and  increafe  their  condemnation.  But  certainly  it  is,n6 
part  of  our  duty  at  all,  to  think  worfe  of  ourfelves  than  the 
truth  ;  but  a  fault,  to  he  fwallowed  up  with  overmuch  forrow^j 

J  when  our  heavenly  Father  invites  us  to  thankfulnefe  and  joy ; 

as  doubtlefs  he  doth  every  one,  who  repents,  believes  and  o- 

^  beys.    In  that  cafe  therefore,  queftioning  whether  his  goodnefs 

extends  to  us,  is  doing  it  an  injury.    And  often  thefe  very  pcr- 

fons  are  fenfible  of  this  j  but  mifled  by  it  into  a  fecond  error. 

Thej 

•  Job  xvL  2.  t  Pf.  xliii.  5,4. 

'  i  2  Tim.  i.  i9.  $2  Cor.  il^  7« 
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Theyfirft  imagine  their  tfanfgrcflions  cannot  be  forgiven ;  .then 
have  fcruples  whedier  this  imagination  can  be  forgiven :  and 
thus  are  miferable  fucceifively  on  each  account^  whereas  they 
peed  not  be  fo  on  either.  For  their  diftruft  is  involuntary, 
mere  infirmity :  which  God  will  never  impute  to  them,  if  they 
confefs  it  to  him,  and  ftrive  againft  it  as  well  as  they  can ;  but 
will  hear  their  prayers,  and  grant  them  relief  in  his  good  time. 

Others  are  perfuaded,  that  their  ficknefs  is  a  judgment  in-i 
Aided  on  them  for  this  ot  that  particular  fault  j  and  they  can«* 
pot  bear  the  weight  of  the  Almighty's  anger.  But  perhaps 
his  intent  is,  not  to  punifla,  but  to  warn  and  preferve,  or  mere«- 
ly  to  try  and  tp  improve  you.  For  whom  the  Lord  lovetby  h^ 
cbaJUnetb:  and  fcourgeth  ever j  f on  whom  he  receiveth*.  Or 
if  he  is  difpleafed,  would  not  letting  you  go  on  unchecked  have 
been  a  far  more  dreadful  judgment  ?  He  now  calls  you  to  re»- 
pent,  and  amend :  and  when  you  have  done  that,  he  may  take 
off  his  hand.  Or  fhould  he  extend  his  corredion  even  to  the 
defiruSlion  of  the  fiejh^  yet  by  the  very  means  of  that  whole* 
fome  feverity,  javs/pirit  may  befaved  in  the  day  of  the  Lord 
Jefus  f .  Since  therefore  yjou  have  happily  avoided  the  com* 
mon  extreme,  oi  defpijing  the  cbaflening  of  the  Lord^  avoid  but 
alfo  the  other,  oi  fainting  when  you  are  rebuied  ofbimt,  and 
all  will  be  welU 

Some  again,  upon  whon^  infirmities  continue  long^  make 
heavy  complaints,  {hat  they  are  become  ufelefs  and  good  for 
nothing.  But  what  need  have  you  to  be  good  for  more  than 
you^  Maker  fees  proper  ?.  If  it  be  his  will  to  make  you  of  lit* 
tie  ufe,  is  there  not  great  dutifulnefs,  and  therefore  great  re- 
ward, in  fubmitting  tp  it  ?  Yet,  after  all,  may  not  you  be  of 
excellent  ufe,  by  the  example  of  fuiFering  pioufly  and  cheer- 
fully ;  and  by  &ewing  the  world,  that  religion  can  enable  you 
to  give  up  every  thing  elfe  ?  But  you  had  defigns,  it  may  be^ 
of  doing  much  good  ;  and  ihall  leave  them  abortive  or  imper* 
feft.  Why,  God  will  accept  your  intention,  and  comjJet^your 
defigns  in  his  own  time  and  way ;  poffibly  flill  by  your  handst 
notwithftanding  appearances.  But  you  are  unable,  in  your 
prefent  condition,  to  make  any  provifion  for  your  family;  per- 
haps are  a  burthen  to  it :  and  during  your  illnefs,  or  after  your 
death,  they  that  belong  to  you  will  be  deftitute.  Why,  if  this 
^  danger 

^  Hcb.  ^11.  6.  t  I  Cor.  v.  5»  t  Hcb.  xu.  5. 
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danger  have  itrifen  frcHisi  any^ft  negleSt  of  jrouis,  jdu  bare 
caufe  to  be  concerned  for  it ;  yet  no  more  caufe  to  fi^k  under 
it,  than  under  your  other  faults :  and  may  humbly  hope,  thzt 
God  will  be  good  to  your  relations  aod  dependents,  though 
you  have  been  deficient.  But  if  you  could  not  help  what  hath 
^appened>  or  is  likely  to  happen  ;  commit  them  cheerfully  to 
him,  as  you  do  yourfelves ;  and  take  comfort  from  his  owa 
words  :  Leave  thy  fatherlefs  children  ;  I  will  prefirve  them  a^ 
Uve  :  and  let  thy  wid^nvs  trujl  in  me  *.  All  this  while  you 
have  been  only  his  inftrument  in  fupporting  them :  when  he 
lays  you  afide^  he  will  make  ufe  of  fome  other.  And  though 
you  may  oot  in  the  leaft  forefee  particularly,  what  will  be- 
come of  them ;  yet  you  well  know  in  general,  and  let  this  fuf.- 
fice  you,  that  a  father  of  the  father  kfsj  and  a  Judge  of  the  wir 
dffws^  is  God  in  his  holy  habitation  f .  Pray  for  them  therefore 
eameftly,  oiid  take  all  prudent  worldly  meafures  on  their  bcp 
half ;  but  never  be  anxious  about  them,  An4  yet,  if  you  can- 
not avoid  being  a  little  fb,  remember,  that  fome  fmoll  excefs 
of  kind  and  laudable  aSe&ion  is  an  amiable  failing  -^  and  fome 
defe<3  of  faith  in  trying  circumftancea  hath  often  been  charge- 
5ib|e  on  very.fincerely  pious  rtien. 

But  farther :  to  many,  who  arc  young,  It  is  a  heavy  grief 
in  their  ficknefs,  that  far  fron>  being  bleffed  with  length  of 
day«,  they  a^re,  likely  to  be  cut  off  in  their  early  years,  with- 
out approaching  to  vrhat  they  had  confidqred  as  the  bomrooa 
term  of  human  life.  But  frequently  fuch  perfons  regain  by 
degrees  a  comfortable  ftate  of  health,  and  outlaft  'a  great  ^part 
of  tl\etr  contemporaries.  Or  fuppofe  they  do  not :  very  fevr 
in  proportion  arrive  at  old  age  ;  and  perhaps  one  half  of  man- 
kind leave  the  world  before  they  attain  their  full  growth.  God 
knew  beft,  when  it  was  fit  you  fliould  come  into  life  :  and  ht 
knows  befl  alfo,  when  and  how;  it  is  fit  you  fliould  go  out  of 
it.  If  you  are  not  ready  for  a  change,  it  is  your  own  fault : 
you  muft  endeavour  to  become  fo,  as  foon  and  as  well  as  j-ott 
can  ;  and  others  mufl:  take  warning  by  you.  But  if  you  are 
prepared,  how  happy  is  your  cafe,  as  the  book  of  Wifdom  de- 
fcribes  it !  He  pleafed  Godj  and  'i^as  beloved  of  him  :  fo  that^ 
living  among Jl  Jinners,  he  was  tranjlated ;  yea^  fpeedily  v^as  be 
taien  away^  lejl  wickednefs  Jhould  alter  his  underjlandingy  or 

deceit, 

*  Jcr.  xUx.  J  I.  t  P^  IxviU.  5^ 
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deceit  heguile  his  foul  *•  How  you  would  ufe  a;  icfnget  fpace^ 
or  what  would  befall  you  in  it,  you  cannot  poflibly  tell :  but 
there  have  been.fuch  multitudes,  to  whom  dying  in  their 
prime  would  have  been  the  greateil  felicity,  witii  refpedt  to 
thU  world  and  the  npxt ;  thax  if  he,  wh6  fees  all  things,  fees 
proper  to  appoint  it  for  any  of  us,  we  have  abundant  caofe  to 
lay  down  our  heads  quietLy,  without  murmuring. 

Still  the  defire  of  life  is  natural  \  and,  if  tempered  with  due 
fubmiffion,  always  innocent,  fometime^  highly  virtuous :  for 
It  may  be  ftrengthened  by  reafons,  private  or  public,  of  great;, 
moment.  And  doubtlefs  for  fucb  it  was,  that  fo  much  of  He" 
zekiaVs  prayer,  as  the  fcripture  mentions,  was  plainly  intend- 
ed to  plead  for  his  being  fpared.  God  may  bring  us  into  dan- 
ger, only  to  give  us,  what  we  commonly  want,  a  ftronger  f^nf® 
of  our  dependence  on  him :  and  this  end  being  obtainedi  h^ 
may  continue  us  here,  to  do  him  the  fervice  for  which  he  hath 
thus  qualified  us.  But  when  it  appears  a  determined  call  to 
us,  to  arife  and  depart  f ;  however  weai  the  f^  may  be,  let 
t\it  fpirit  be  willing  t,  and  fay,  /  come^  to  do  thy  ti////,  0  God  § : 
yetwithdlt  reckoning  a  confiderable  degree  of  inward  reluc« 
tance,  if  we  fliould  feel  it,  a  fin  ;  or  even  tqo  great  a  degree  to 
be  either  a  heinous  offence,  or  a  bad  £gn  upon  the  whole*  Our 
bldTed  Lord  himfelf,  who  chofp  to  fufFer  every  thing  which 
might  inftru£b  us,  was  probably  on  that  account  not  intirely 
exempt  from  dread  of  death :  but  he  was  intirely  obedient  un« 
der  it ;  and  thus  furniihed  us  with  the  fullell  proof,  that  infir* 
mity  of  nature  is  very  different  from  rebellion  of  will,  and  very 
coniiilent  with  perfed  rdignation.  .  Indeed  fo  far  as  reafon  can 
influence,  the  virtuous  have  much  more  reafon  of  the  two,  to 
fear  life  than  death*  The  former  is  befet  round  with  afflic- 
tions and  ba^Lards  :  the  terrors  of  going  through  the  latter  de- 
pend, in  a  great  meafure,.  to  all  appearance,  o|i  igiagination. 
This  world,  we  are  fure,  hath  little  good  in  it :  the  next  hath 
every  thing  that  we  can  wifli :  why  ihould  we  be  unwilling 
then  to  make  the  exchange  ?  At  the  hour  of  our  departure  we 
are  ftill  in  the  fame  hands  in  which  we  have  always  been.  And 
therefore  fliould  we  not.  fay,  from  the  bottom  of  our  hearts  ;. 
Though  I  walk  through  the  valley  ofth^Jhadow  of  deaths  I  wilt 
fear  no  evil :  for  thou  art  with  me^} 

Vol.  I.  Mm  But 
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But  fom^  ftse  oot  lb  much  afraid  of  djing,  as  of  tbe  painful 
and  wearifqaae  road  that  Ipads  to  it.  They  kave  fuffered  aU 
isady,  thej  tUink»  aearlji  if  not  quite,  to  the  £all  extent  of 
t^r  patience  r  y<Et  a  great  desil  noore  fuiTering  muft  come  \ 
and  tkej  fliall  never  fupport  it.  Bvit  ren^emher,  thoufands 
and  miUipns,  and  axnongft  them,  thole  c^  the  quickeft  fenfibi-: 
litj  and  moil  timorous  dlffMfitioBs,  have  borne  before  jou  as 
much  as  you  can  have  to  bear :  nay,  perhaps  you  have  bom^ 
yourfelf  much  more  t^an  remains  behrnd.  The  fam^  help 
jproftQ  above,  that  enabled  you  to  fopport  yefteF<by,  will  enabte 
you  to  fupport  to-day  suid  to»niortow«  And  ]n.£E^,  we  all  of 
Bfe  bear  things  very  well,  which  yet  we  call  intolpmble ;  an4 
commonly  go  through  fevcrer  and  more  tediousfufFermgs,  witli 
as  firm  and  calm  a  fpirit  as  we  do  lighter  and  ihorten  At  kafl; 
therefore  make  not  yourfelf  miferable  before-hand^  by  drawing 
frightful  piftures  of  what  mzy  never  come  \  op  however  inajr 
fall  greatly  fliort  of  what  you  imagine.  And  let  the  worft 
come  J  pray  to  God,  and  hoi  unta  yefus,  xvka  endured  tU 
€r(yfi  *^;  then  fet  yourfelf  to  bear  what  you  can  5  and  you  will 
find,  that  you  can  bear  what  you  needi  Pain,  when  moderatei 
is  nothing  terrible :  and  when  acute,  is  feldom  long,  If  joi\ 
recover,  you  will  fqon  forget  all,  or  think  and  talk  of  it  wiA 
pleafure  :  and  if  you  die,  that,  to  a  good  perfon,  is  the  com* 
^leteft  recovery  that  is  poffible.  In  all  events  therefore  1» 
ipompofed :  and  to  affift  yourfelf  iu  it,  avoid,  with  the  utmoft 
f aution,  aU  intemperate  words  and  behaviour :  for  indulging 
them  will  only  ezafperate  your  mind  ;^  and  checking  them  will 
fjuiet  it  very  much.  Yet  never  condemn  yourfelf  fqr  merely 
natural  ezpreffions  of  what  you  feel ;  (for  the  moft  pious  men, 
in  fcripture,  have  uftd  very  ftrong  ones)  nor  too  rigidly  &r  a 
Uttle  exQefs  in  them.  A  duty  io  ha^d^  as  vmdergoi^ig  fcarp 
torments,  or  continued  w^^rifomeaefe,  inay  well  admit  of  ftane 
|mper&<£lion  in  tlie  performance,  and  yet  intitle  us,  through 
put  merciful  Father's  boujnty,  tfj^  a  laxj^  recompence.  Nor  is 
it  criminal  in  grievous  agonies,  tiresome  ^confinement,  \smx^^ 
pf  fpirits,  pc  weaknefe  of  body,  that  makeup  buirthens  to  our- 
^v.es  and  others,  humbly,  to.  aik,  when  no  other  hope  of  re* 
Iffiafe  appeai:5,  (if  it  be  God's  will)  for  th^t  of  death.  Oaly  ^e 
igiuft  do  nothing  to  haileu  it :  we  muft  ufe  the  means  of  pxe? 
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ferving  aad  fappditiBg  life  fo  long  as  aaturd  ^etmite  it  to  laft} 
And  we  muft  not  be  impatioit  with  heav^a,  if  that  be  longer 
than  we  wifii ;  but  meekljr  fuffer  on,  and  faithfullj  maintain 
our  poft,  until  die  appointed  houri  when  our  gr«at  ComD&andf 
er  ihall  call  us  off  to  reft. 

But  befides  reiignation  in  (icknefs,  we  owe  to  Cxod  thanks 
iblnelis  alfo,  for  the  numerous  other  blei&ngs,  whidh  we  ilill 
enjo7 ;  for  the  bleiSng  of  health,  all  the  time  that  we  did  en- 
joy it ;  for  every  interval  and  alleviatipn,  every  comfort  and 
fupport,  which  he  hath  given  us  fince  :  for*  we  are  not  worthy 
o/'  the  Uajl  tf  aU  his  tmrcies  *.  Nor  have  we  caufe  to  be 
thankfhl  under  fieknefs  only,  but  thankful  for  it  alfo.  Very 
Jioffibly  this  may  feem  affeclation  to  fome^  and  a  hardfayvig  f 
to  others*  But  confider :  are  we  not  often  highly  thankful, 
and  with  great  caufe,  for  what  produces  only  pain  to  us  at  the* 
time ;  as  in  the  Cafe  of  any  rough  medicine  adminiftred,  or 
painful  operation  performed  upon  us,  necefllty  fo  requiring  ? 
Now  God  is  the  pfayfioian  of  our  fouls  9  and  fieknefs  is  one  of 
his  principal  methods  of  cure.  By  this  he  deadens  our  immo<« 
derate  fondnefs  for  amufements  a^d  pleaiures  \  and  removes  ua 
out  of  the  way  of  temptations  to  vanity  and  folly*  By  this  be 
lowers  the  fwelling  vehemenoe  of  haughty  fpirits  \  and  teacheis 
hard  hearts  by  experience,  that  mifery  deferves  pity*  By  t^k 
he  ihews  us  the  emptiness  of  the  prefent  world,  the  nearnefa 
and  importance  of  the  nest :  reminds  us  of  felf^inquiry  and 
penitence,  meditation  and  prayer :  tries  and  exercifes  our  faith* 
Our  truft,  our  patience :  gives  us  the  opportutiity  of  offering  to 
him  what  cofis  us  fomething  t  J  and  by  employing  us  in  more 
laborious  work,  fecures  to  us  a  more  ample,  reward*  Thjd 
■  harlheft  difcipline,  that  is  reqnifite  to  procure  fuch  benefits  ^ 
thefc  to  us,  (and  it  is  only  if  Heed  be  §,  that  we  are  afflided) 
furcly  deferves  our  utmoft  gratitude.  The  more  and  more 
conftantly  our  hearts  are  filled  with  it,  the  better  and  happier 
^e  fhall  be :  but  if  we  can  arrive  no  farther,  than  to  be  fenfibk 
that  we  have  reafon  for  thankTulnefs  ;  and  to  titttt  ac<;ordingly 
fome  aSs  of  it  from  time  to  time  upon  recoUe^ion  5  kt  it  ejt^ 
dte  no  terror  in  us,  but  only  endeavours  to  improve.  Nor 
fliould  we  imagine,  that  there  Is  the  leaft  incbnliilenee  between 

M  m  1  '  thankfuln@f$ 
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thankf olnefs  for  the  good  intended  us  bj^  ficknefs,  and  eameft 
defires  to  fed  as  little  of  it,  and  be  treated  as  gentlj,  as  our 
'  cafe  will  admit.  God  indeed  knows  what  inward  ilrength  we 
ihall  have  t  but  wc  only  know  what  our  weaknefs-  is ;  and 
ought  therefore  to  pray,  that  if  it  be  his  good  pleafure,  our 
trial  tntty  be  moderate. 

But  whatever  it  be,  we  muft  join  our  own  care  with  his  ap- 
pointments :  elfe  all  that  we  go  through  may  be  thrown  away 
upon  us  ;  and  even,  in  direft  contradiftion  to  his  defign,  hurt 
/  us  in  the  future  life,  as  well  as  the  preferit.  This  whole  mat- 
ter IS  beautifully  defcribed  m-  the  book  of  Job.  If  they  be  hound 
in  fetters^  and  htflden  in  cords  of  dffiiBion  ;  then  hejheweth  them 
iheit  work^  and  their  tranfgreffions  that  they  have  exceeded.  He 
openethalfo  their' ear  to  difcipline^  and  commandeth that  they  re^ 
turn  from  iniquity.  If  they  ohcy  andfervehim^  theyfhaUffeni 
their  days  in  pi'ofperity^  and  their  years  in  pleafures. — But  the 
hypocrites  (or  impure)  in  heart  heap  up  wrath  :  they  cry  not, 
"tvhefi  he  hindeth  thefn  *.  Let  us  therefore  humble  ourfeives  un* 
der  his  handf^  whenever  he  lays  it  upon  us ;  confider  the  great 
end  of  all  his  correftions,  and  apply  our  whole  fouls  to- attain 
it.  Perhaps  we  ought  to  have  praftifed  retirement  and  felf- 
infpeftion  during  our  health,  and  would  not;  bur  diffipatedand 
loft  ourfelvfes  in  purfuits  and  cares,  or  divetfions  and  triScs. 
To  cure  us  of  this,  }i«^  confines  us  to  afick  room,  where  we  muft 
be  alone  and  think.  Let  us  then  at  krigth  do  it  to  good  purpofe  j 
look  back  to  our  condufE  in  this  worfd,  look  forward  to  our 
portion  in  the  next ;  remember  God  on  our  hed^  and  meditate  on 
him  in  the  night-^i^'atchest^  Stand  in  atue,  and  Jin  no  more} 
commune  with  our  own  heart  in  our  chamber,  and  beJlUl;  offtY 
the  facrifice  of  right eoufnefs,  and  put  our  trujlin  the  Lord\* 

For  the  better  performance  of  thefe  and  all  the  duties  of  fick- 
nefs,  and  obtaining  fuch  a  conclufion  of  it,  as  may  be  moft  ex- 
pedient for  us,  religions  prudence  will  direft  us  to  join  with  our 
own  prayers  thofe  of  our  fdlow-chriftians.  To  unite  us  mofe 
clofely  in  g<)od  wiB  and  affe^ion,  our  Saviour  hath  appointed, 
that  our  prayers  ihall  be  common  r  and  hath  declared,  that 
where  we  are  gathered  together  for  this  purpofe*,  he  is  in  the 
midJlofus%     Accordingly,  when  St.  Peter  vi^  in  dangc?, 

prayer 
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frajer  wai^  madt  without  ceqfimg  of  the  churd  itsto  Cod  fur 

him  *^  And  St.  Jafnes*s  injun&ion  concenung  the  fick  is,  prnj 
for  one  another ^  that  ye  may  be  healed  "^^  Nor  certainly  ought 
we  to,  intercede  lefs  fervently  for  the  fouls  of  our  brethrcD^ 
than  their  bodies.  Therefore  in  the  ancient  liturgi^,  peifoas 
dangeroufly  ill  were  recommended  by  name  to  the  throne  of 
grace  for  foch  mercies  as  they  needed.  And  our  own  hadi 
provided,  on  behalf  of  thofe  efpedally^  for  whom  our  frayers 
are  dejtred^  a  moft  comprehenfive  rcqueft,yar /•o#w/br/  oHdre^ 
lief  according  to  their  fevered  necejffitieSj  for  patience  under  their 
fufferif^s^  for  a  happy  ifjue  out  of  all  their  ajffliSHons.  And  we 
fliall  both  confult  our  duty  and  our  intereft,  by  intreating  m 
particular  fhare,  when  our  cafe  requires  it^  in  the  general  fup- 
plications  of  the  church  of  Chrift. 

But  then,  if  it  pleafes  God  to  reftore  us,  we  muft,  as  ive  have 
taken  every  method  of  procuring  his  mercy,  take  every  method 
of  acknowledging  it.  And  one  is  by  fuitable  ads  of  devotion. 
Sincere  and  fervetU  thankfgivings  at  the  time  are  indifpeniably 
neceflary :  and  ftated  returns  bf  them,  for  more  remarkable  de- 
liverances, are  very  becoming  and  beneficial.  But  expreiBons  of 
gratitude  in  words  alone,  however  warm,  arc  nothing.  We  muft 
fliew  it  in  our  whole  behaviour :  zealoufly  keep  alive  the  good 
purpofes,  that  we  formed  in  the  time  of  our  danger  ;  freely  own 
them ;  facrcdly  execute  them ;  always  remembering,  that  the 
moft  perfeS  recovery  is  but  a  fliort  reprieve  :  elfc  our  former 
fins,  and  more,  will  enter  into  our  fouls,  and  dwell  there  ;  and 
our  lafiflate  he  worfe  than  our  firjl  J,  like  that  of  innumer* 
able  poor  wretches,  who  are  gone  into  eternity  before  us : 
wheieas,  if  we  pay  our  vows^  which  we  promifed  with  our  Ups^ 
mnd  fpake  with  our  mouths j  ^bhen  we  were  in  trouble  }  9  ottr 
ehq/lening  fh^W  yield  us  here  the  peaceable  fruit  of  righteouf 
nefs  \^  and  our  tight  ajffKBion^  which  is  hut  for  a  moment^  work 
for  us  an  eternal  weight  of  glory  **. 

Thus  I  have  gone  through  a  large  number  of  diredions  to 
the  fick.  But  there  is  no  fmall  danger,  that  when  you  are  cal- 
led to  the  praftice  of  them,  forae  may  be  forgotten,  fome  miC- 
applied,  and  others  found  fo  ihert  and  imperfect,  that  perplejt- 

in^ 
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m%  diftcaities  hKfw  yoo  are  to  aft»  of  inelaiicliQlj  doubts  what 
you  are  loo  think  of  jour  caodkion,  inmj  remais.  Now  wl 
tiiefe  ca&s  it  is  natural  to  aik.  the  opinion  of  fcrioos  ai^  pni<» 
lient  £dends.  The  more  f  uch  jou  hare,  and  the  more  good 
vfe  jwx  B»ake  of  them»  the  better.  But  at  leaft  die  miniAera 
of  the  gofpei  are  bound  to  be  fuch  to  you^  as  far  as  thej  ai« 
aMe,  vrhenever  you  apply  to  them.  Not  only  the  genend  na* 
tiire  of  our  office  demands  it ;  but  we  have  all  tnade  a  parti- 
cular folemn  pronUfd,  ta  ufe  both  pubUc  and  private  mmtMM^ 
mnd  exbartationty  as  well  to  thejick  as  to  the  nvbole^  wUhk  QUt 
Sttret^  as  needJ^mU  reqmre^  and  occaJionJhaU  bi  gii^n  *•  Still  ^ 
would  obtrude  ourfelves  on  no  one :  but  we  muil  fignify  to 
you  our  readiuefs  to  perfbrm  this  promife  %  and  indeed  our  ap- 
preheniions,  that  you  are  often  kfer9»  by  not  claiming  it* 
What  we  fay  to  you  here>  pafiea  with  too  many  for  words  of 
courfe,  to  entertain  you  for  this  prefeut  half  hour,  and  be 
thought  of  no  more*  At  your  own  homes,  when  you  are  woU^ 
you  expe&  to  fee  us  only  on  the  (kme  footing  with  otitor  vifi^ 
tors :  and  when  you  are  fid^  you  are  unwilling  to  lee  ;u  at  all« 
Surely  we  might  be  of  more  iervice  to  you,  if  you  would  ad- 
mit us  i  and^  particularly  we  might  be  fo  in  your  more  con- 
fiderable,  efpecially  in  your  more  lading,  illnefles ;  when  for  a 
long  tim^e  together  ycu  are  Jhut  up^  and  cannot  go  into  the 
iou/e  of  tbe  Lord  f  •  We  hope  you  have  no  ;rcafon  lo  fear« 
that  we  ihall  either  artfully  maie  a  gain  of  you  t,  or  otherwile 
intermeddle  in  your  worldly  affairs ;  or  indiicreetly  augmei^ 
your  danger  by  tiring  or  terrifying  you*  But  if  we  can  pre- 
ferve  you  from  either  vainly  terrifying,  or  fatally  deceiviftg 
jourfelves ;  can  inform,  or  but  remind  you,  of  any  part  of 
your  duty ;  or  merely  affift  your  patience,  and  enliven  your 
hope :  both  you  and  we  ihall  have  caufe  to  rejoice. 

Doubtlefk  not  a  few  of  you  cao  think  of  every  thing  that  is 
proper  on  fuch  occafions,  both  in  your  own  cafe  and  that  of  o- 
ther^,  better  than  we  can  fuggeft  it  to  you.  And.ttwWi  Coii 
Aat  all  the  Lord^s people  were  prophets  J  ;  able  to  officiate  thus 
to  themfelves,  and  thofe  aroond'  them.  But  many  are  not : 
and  fuch  as  are,  would  furely  do  well,  at  fitting  times,  were  it 
m\j  for  example's  fake,  to  obferve   St.  Jameses  rule,  which 
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te  ^Hirers  i&  geaeiial  terms :  Is^  akyJicM  tmmg  yem^  iH  him 
i:aUJbr  th€  elAts  of$hf  ehurfb,  and  Ut  tbem  pray  amer  him  *  : 
wbick  prajers  wcFe  dcmbdefs  preceded,  or  followed,  by  fuita* 
V^  exhortations.  \t  is  trve^  he  direds  them  particularlj  in 
prd^r  to  a  miraculous  eufe  o£  the  fick  >  aad  prefcribes  at  the 
feme  tiflie,  anointing  with  oil  in  the  ttame  of  the  Lord^  whidi 
was  u&d  in '  performrihg  fiich  cui^es.  We  wilt  not  therefore 
faj,  that  his  injundion  i?  exa&ly  fuited  throughout  to  the  pre~ 
fent  ftate  of  things.  But  ftill,  though  gifts  of  healing  f  are 
ceafe4v  and  the  cerembnjr  belonging  to  them  is  become  tutallj 
faperSaous ;  it*  remains  notwithftanding  a  Chriftian  dutj,  im 
foery  things  by  prayer  and  fupplicationy  ^pitb  tJmnkfgiving^  #• 
let  our  requefli  he  made  known  unto  God  X  •'  and  petitions  for 
the  fick,  both  public  in  the  congregation,  and  private  in  their 
prefeace,  may  be  pf  great  efiicacj,  not  only  to  their  fpiritual« 
but  their  bodily  health.  For  the  fervent  prayer  of  a  righteous 
nan  avaikth  much  (.  Therefore  in  all  ages  the  elders  of  the 
church  have  attended  them :  and'  our  own  church  hath  botli 
given  direAions,  and  provided  an  office  for  that  puipofe. 

Poffibly  one  part  of  the  office  may  feem  to  have  aCcribed  & 
tiigh  a  power  to  the  minifter,  of  abfolvifig  the  fick  from  their 
fia^  as  may  lead  them  into  great  miftakes*  And  it  is  indeed 
siore  liable  to  be  fo  mifunderftood,  than  the  earlier  forms, 
which  were  expreiltd  in  the  manner  of  a  prayer.  But  ftiU  aU 
writers  on  the  fubjed  have  agreed,  that'  this  abfolution  either 
was  intended  (wiii^h  indeed  is  moft  probable)  only  to  fet  per« 
foas  free  from  any  eecl^aftionl  cenfures,  which  they  might 
have  incurred :  (an  indulgence  granted  in  every  age  of  the 
phurch  t^  fuch  as  were  dang«ro»fly  iU*  on  their  humble  re^ 
qaeft';  but  which  is  no  more  pretended  to  make  a  change  m 
Iheir  eternal  ftate,  than  a  pardon  from  the  king  is)  or,  if  it 
means  alfo  to*  declare  them  reftored  to  the  favour  of  God, 
njeans  it  only  on  fuppofition  of  a  iincem  and  thorough  repen- 
tance ;  which  being  profeflfed  by  them,  it  may  b©  charitably 
prefurae^,  though  not  certainly  know»  that  it  is  real;  and 
without  which,  I  beg  you  allto  obferve,  no  abfotutkm  here, 
granted  by  whomfbever,  or  in  what  words  foever,  wfll  do  ytm 
the  leaft  good  her«;aft^r.     Accordingly  this  form  is -not  ap^ 

pointed. 

•  James  v.  I4»  t  »  Cor.  xii.  9,  28,  33. 
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pmnted  erer  to  be  ufed,  b^t  wh^  the  fick  have  made»  bj 
iheir  own  choice^  a  fpecial  confejUion* of  Jomt  weighty  matter^ 
trwihling  their  confciences,  humbly  and  heartily  defiring^  that 
it  maj  be  nfed  for  their  cofifolation*  Aod  as  this  is  but  fel- 
dmn  requeftedy,  and  confequently  the  abfolation  feldom  pro- 
BOttoced  over  any  ooe  ^  fo  whenever  it  is,  it  maj  and  ought 
to  be  accompanied  with  fuch  explanations^  as  will  preveot 
«nj  wrong  conftrudlions. 

But  there  ftill  remains  to  be  mentioned,  on  this  occaiion,  a- 
iiother  a£l  of  pietj,  receiving  the  holj  communion  :  which| 
though  not  particularly  appointed  in  fcripture  for  the  fick, 
2iath  from  tl^e  earlieft  times  beep  recommended  to  them,  and 
pradifed  by  than  ;  as  a  very  fit  expreffion  of  their  thankful 
faith  in  the  merits  of  Chrift's  death  ;  their  hope  of  a  future 
7efarre£Uon^  as  members  of  his  body ;  and  their  being,  in  cha- 
rity'with  ever  other  member  of  it,  and  all  mankind  ;  by  the 
exercife  of  which  graces  in  this  manner,  they  obtain  a  title  to 
fuch  afliftance  from  above  for  going  happily  through  their 
prefent  time  of  trial,  as  muft  needs  be  highly  valuable  to  e- 
very  ferious  mind. 

But  then,  to  enjoy  the  true  benefit  of  the  ordinances  of 
jChrift,  .and  the  prayers  and  exhortations  of  his  miniAers,  you 
lliould  defire  them  whilft  you  are  capable  of  duly  attendiag 
to  them,  and  afting  upon  the  impreflions  made  by  them ;  not 
^fer  them  to  the  laft,  when  they  can  hardly  contribute  aay 
thing  either  to  ufeful  diredion,  or  well-grounded  comfort; 
ftnd  perhaps  may  only  encourage  an  imagination^  mofi:  pemi* 
cious  to  the  fouls  of  men,  that  a  few  formalities,  in  the  con- 
dufion  of  life,  will  atone  for  fpending  it  ill.  If  we  take  re- 
fuge in  religion  with  a  bad  heart  unwillingly,  it  will  be  of  ao 
fervice  to  us :  and  if  we  really  delight  in  its  o$ces,  we  (ball 
Ji^e  recourfe  to  them  early;  indeed  we  ihall  live  in  the  ob« 
fervance  otthem  always;  only  repeating  them  more  frequently, 
and  if  poilible,  with  more  intenfe  application  of  mind,  as  our 
need  becomes  more  urgent.  For  thus  our  ftrength  will  ^^' 
creafe  with  our  burthen :  and  when  ourjiejh  and  our  heart 
failethy  God  Jball  be  the  ^rength  of  our  hearty  an^  our  por^ 
iionfor  ever*  * 

SER- 
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lying  iips  are  abomination  to  the  Lot/i  t  but  they^  that  deal 
truly ^  are  bis  delights 

VrOxtviTHSTANDlKO  the  advantages  of  reafoiii  the  condition 
of  mankind  would  be  vcrj^  low,  and  indeed  very  unhap-i 
py,  if  we  did  not  alfo  excell  the  reft  of  the  Creatures,  which 
inhabit  this  earth,  in  a  greater  power  of  communicating  our 
thoughts  one  to  another.  They  have  much  fewer  wants  :  and 
are  taught  by  nature,  almoft  immediately,  how  to  fuppiy  thema 
But  we  arc  purpofcly  formed  to  need  and  to  give  help  in  every' 
thing,  through  the  whole  of  our  days  :  and  therefore  fome  rea- 
dy and  extenfive  method  of  fignifying  mutually  whatever  paffes 
within  our  minds  was  peculiarly  neceffary  for  us.  Without 
this,  1!o  perfon  would  have  more  knowledge  of  any  thing  than 
he  could  attain  of  himfelf ;  or  more  afliftance  in  diftrefs  from 
his  neighbour,  than  mere  conjecture  would  dire£l  him  to  think 
needful,  and  unrequefted  goodnefs  incline  him  to  beftow*  The 
pleafure  alfb,  as  well  as  the  benefits  of  fociety,  would  be  re- 
duced to  a  narrow  compafs  :  and  life  hang  upon  our  hands  joy- 
Jefs  and  uncomfortable.  But  our  gracious  Maker  hath  furnifli- 
cd  us  with  feveral  ways  of  doing  what  wc  find  fo  requifite* 
Our  actions  and  geftures  declare  our  meanings,  in  many  cafes, 
both  clearly  and  ftrongly :  and  our  looks  have  fignificancy,  in- 
expreflible  any  other  way*  The  moft  intelligent  of  other  ani- 
mals come  not  near  us  in  either  of  thefe  refpefts.  But  yet 
articulate  fpecch,  our  more  dillinguilhing  property,  hath,  on 
the  whok^  much  greater  pre-eminences  belonging  to  it :  and. 
Vol.  I,  Nn  together 
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together  with  the  improvement  bnik  upon  it,  of  marking 
down  words  with  eafe  in  lafting  charafters,  hath  raifed  us  to 
a  much  higher  rank  in  the  fcale  of  beings,  than  we  could  o- 
therwife  have  obtained. 

Still  unhappily,  as  every  blefling  in  the  world  may  be  fa- 
tally mifufed,  fo  there  is  hardly  any  one  bad  purpofc,  which 
language,  though  granted  for  the  moft  excellent  good  pur- 
pofes,  may  not  be,  and  hath  not  been,  perverted  to  ferve.  But. 
it  ferves  the  moft  fuch,  and  the  moft  eifeflually,  by  being  turn- 
ed from  its  original  defign  of  giving  right  information  to  thofe, 
With  whom  we  converfc,  to  the  oppofite  one  of  leading  them 
wrong  :  a  praftice  fo  immoral  and  mifchievous,  yet  fo  com- 
mon ;  and  fo  often  feeming  to  be  not  only  ferviceable  to  the 
dcceiv.ers  themfelves,  but  dcfenfible,  or  however  not  very 
blameablc,  in  refpecl  of  fuch  as  they  deceive,  that  few  things 
are  of  more  importance,  than  forming  juft  notions  concerning 
our  obligations  to  verr.city.  And  in  doing  this,  though  the 
principal  point  is  to  reftrain  men  from  taking  over-great  liber- 
ties, yet  they  muft  be  guarded  alfo  againft  over- great  fcnipu- 
loiifnefs  :  both  becaufe  every  precept  ought  to  be  reprefented 
fairly;  and  becaufe,  if  this  be  not,  foroe  wilKbe  fuffercrs  by 
obferving,  and  others  feel  remorfe  for  tranfgrefGng,  imaginary 
duties  ;  while  much  larger  numbers,  perceiving  the  rules  gi- 
ven them  to  be  in  part  too  ftrift,  will  takeoccafion  from  thence 
to  flight  them  all. 

In  order  then  to  ftate  this  whole  fubjed,  I  ihall, 

I.  Shew,  what  things   are  to  be  reputed  lies,  and  what 
not. 
II.  Goniider   the  pleas,  which   are  made  to  juftify  fomc 
forts  of  lying. 
III.  Thofe,  which  are  brought  to  excufe  others. 

I.  The  leading  queftion  therefore  is,  what  things  are  to  be 
reputed  lies,  and  what  not.     Now  here, 

I.  Since  adlioTis  and  geftures»  as  w*ell  as  words,  may  be  em-* 
ployed  to  exprcfs  v/bat  we  think  ;  they  may  be  alfo  employed 
to  exprefs  what  we  do  not  think ;  which  is  the  eiTence  of  a  lie. 
Indeed  fame  of  our  uftions  are  naturally  figniificative  :  whereas 
few  of  our  v/ords  have,  any  other  import,  than  arbitrary  con- 
fent  and  ufa/re  given  them,  as  appears  from  the  different  lan- 
guages of  dilFnrrent  nations.  But  then  we  have  never  confent- 
ed  to  make  our  aclioas  in  general  figns  of  our  intentions,  as. 
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we  have  our  words ^  And  if  perfons  interpret  an  a£lion  of  ours 
to  mean  this  or  that,  which  hath  no  certain  meaning  aflixed  to 
it,  we  deceive  them  not,  but  thej  deceive  themfelves.  Nor, 
are  we  bound,  in  point  of  truth,  to  explain  it,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent this :  but  in  point  of  charitj  and  humanity  we  arc,  if  we 
apprehend,  that  they  mayfuffer  any  harm  by  millaking,  which 
we  can  obviate  without  fuffering  proportionable  harm  in  their 
ftead.  Such  adions  therefore,  as  have  no  determinate  fenfe 
appropriated  to  them  by  agreement,  explicit  or  implied,  can  be 
no  violations  of  fincerity  :  but  fuch  as  have,  are  fubjed  to  juft 
the  fame  rules  with  words  j  and  we  may  be  guilty  of  as  grofs 
falfehoods  in  th«  former,  as  in  the  latter. 

2.  Words  having  acquired  their  fignifications  by  the  mutual 
acquiefcence  of  mankind,  may  change  them  by  the  fume  me- 
thod. And  not  only  fingle  words  may  in  procefs  of  time  vary 
their  fenfe  greatly,  but  combinations  of  feveral  words  may 
come  to  have  meanings,  very  different  from  what  the. terms, 
of  which  they  are  compofed,  uninterpreted  by  pradlice,  would 
lead  one  to  apprehend.  We  all  know  what  it  is  to  be  humble^ 
and  to  be  a  fervant  to  any  one.  But  a  perfon,  who,  in  the 
common  acceptation  of  the  words,  taken  feparately,  cannot  fay 
he  is  either,  may  fafely  affirm  that  he  is  both,  when  they  are 
joined  together  into  an  ufual  declaration  of  mere  civility.  And 
in  general,  whatever  form  of  fpeech,  though  falfe  in  its  primi- 
tive fenfe,  is  true  in  that,  which  cuflom  hath  adopted,  may  be 
ufed  in  it  without  fault,  to  thofe  who  underftand  it  right :  for 
there  can  be  no  He,  where  we  have  no  purpcfe  of  deceiving* 
But  ftill,  though  we  may,  and  poffibly  in  fome  cafes  muft, 
comply  with  fuch  phrafes,  when  once  they  are  eftabliihed  :  yet 
the  fewer  of  them  prevail,  the  better,  for  feveral  reafons. 

The  high  ftrained  expreflions  of  civility,  which  are  fa  com- 
mon, however  innocent  now,  proceeded  originally  from  a  mean 
and  fawning  and  fallacious  difpolition  in  tliofe  who  began  them : 
and  tended  to  nurfe  up  vanity  and  haughtinefs  in  thofe,  to  whom 
they  were  addreffed.  In  proportion  as  they  become  f  lyings  of 
courfe  indeed,  and  lofe  their  meaning,  they  may  lofe  their  mil- 
chief.  Bat  if  others  of  the  fame  fort  are  coin^id  from  time  to 
time  to  fuccsed  them,  this  renews  and  perpetuates  the  mifchief ; 
belides  the  further  inconveniences  of  making  a  language  a bfurd, 
and  imprinting  a  charafter  of  flavilhnefs  upon  it,  under  a 
groundlefs  pretence  of  refining  and  polifhing  it*     For  none  of 

Nn2  tUef« 


%t^  On  Lying.  St  R.  XXV. 

tliefe  flights  were  admitted  amongft  the  bell-bred  people  of  the 
ancient  world,  till  they  had  loft  their  good  tafte,  as  well  as  their 
vJrtue. 

And  as  for  the  other  phrafes,  of  which  cuftom  hath  changed 
or  annihilated  the  fignification,  though,  after  this  is  done,  they 
are  no  longer  lies,  yet  they  were  lies  all  the  while  it  was  do- 
ing :  and  every  new  Rep,  taken  in  the  fame  road,  will  be  a  new 
lie,  till  every  body  finds  it  out,  and  learns  the  fafliionable  inter- 
pretation of  it.  And,  as  thefe  innovations  cannot  be  foon  re- 
ceived univerfally,  they  embarrafs  and  intangle  timorous  minds 
Very  grievoufly,  and  tbmpt  the  irrefolute  to  do  what  they  ap- 
prehend is  not  lawful :  while,  at  the  fame  time,  they  give  thofe, 
who  are  not  fo  fcrupuloUs  as  they  fiiould  be,  dangerous  encou- 
ragement to  become  lefs  fo  than  they  were.  For  fiich,  percei- 
ving themfelves  authorized  by  general  praftice,  or  perhaps  be- 
ing direfted  by  particular  orders,  to  fay  in  fome  cafes  things 
that  look  extremely  like  falfehoods,  will  eafily  go  on  to  ven* 
ture  upon  the  moft  real  falfehoods  in  any  cafe,  when  they  have 
occafion  for  them.  Thefe  liberties  therefore  flioruld  be  as  fpa- 
ringly  ufed,  and,  when  they  muft  be  ufed,  as  carefully  explain^ 
-cd  to  all  who  are  concerned  in  them,  as  poflible :'  and  a  very 
ferious  attention  fhewn  to  prevent  what  a  great  and  excellent 
man  calls,  cur  language  running  into  a  tie  *. 

3.  As  to  all  figures  of  fpeech,  fables,  allegories,  feigned  hit 
tories^  and  parables,  thofe  for  ii^ftance  of  our  blefled  Saviour, 
^nd  others  in  fcripture,  intended  only  to  convey  inftruftion 
rnor^  agreeably  or  efficacioufly,  there  is  evidently  no  room  to 
condemn  thefe,  as  deceits.  And  whenever  things  are  either 
faid  or  written  in  fuch  a  manner,  that  the  intention  is  vifiblj 
diilerent  frotCi  what  the  words  would  elfe  import,  this  can  n&s 
ver  be  a  breach  of  truth,  and  may  fometimes  be  a  very  proper 
and  engaging  way  of  recommending  it.  But  the  cafe  is  widely 
different,  when  perfons,  with  aU  the  marks  of  ferioufnefs,  af- 
firm what  they  will  afterwards  defpife  and  ridicule  others  for 
believing.  Thefe  are  plainly  defigned  falfehoods  :  and  in  ^ 
greater  degree,  or  a.  lefs,  injurious  ones,  When  they  do  no 
worfe,  they  put  mens  underftandings,  and  tempers  too,  on  a  fe- . 
vere  trial,  without  the  Icaft  right  or  need :  and,  which  deter- 
piines  the  nature  of  them  very  clearlj^,  if  the  hearer  doth  not 
^Myfe  hitofclf,   the  fpeaker  is  difappointed.      Surely  this  is 
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foalijh  talking^  andjefting  not  convenient  *.  Nor  however  little 
hart  it  may  fometiines  do,  is  the  fentence  ac  all  too  leverc  in 
general,  which  the  wife  king  hath  paffed  '.upon  it :  ^s  a  mcid^ 
man^  who  cqfletb  Jirehrands^  arrows^  and  death  ;  fo  is  the  man^ 
who  deceiveth  his  neighbour^  andfayeth^  Am  I  not  in /port  f  ? 

4.  Concerning  ambiguous  phrafes,  which  in  one  acceptatiott 
exprefs  our  meaning  truly,  but  in  another  do  not ;  it  mull  be 
cbferved,  that  when  we  are  bound,  by  promife  or  olherwife,  to 
declare  what  we  know  or  believe  in  any  cafe,  we  are  bo  and  to^ 
declare  it  in  fuch  terms,  as  are  likely  to  be  well  underllood: 
clfe  we  fail  of  what  we  profefs,  or  ought  to  do.  And,  even 
when  we  are  not  thus  bound,  we  fhould  fpeak  of  things,  if  wc 
can  fafely,  with  plainnefs  and  fimplicity.  For  not  only  this 
adds  greatly  to  the  agreeablenefs  and  inftru£kivenefs  of  conver- 
fation ;  but,  which  brings  it  under  the  prefent  fubje^,  dark 
tind  doubtful  fayings  often  deceive  people  to  their  detriment* 
and  are  too  often  defigned  to  produce  that  efie£l.  Yet  ftill 
there  may  be  reafon  for  refervednefs  towards  fome  perfons, 
even  in  trifles.  For  they,  who  take  the  liberty  of  alking  any 
queftioos,  that  may  fcrvc  their  turn,  will  commonly  difcover 
almoft  as  much  from  the  filence  of  one,  who  is  ufually  con»- 
municative  to  them,  as  from  his  fpeaking.  And  whenever, 
after  all  our  precaution,  filence  will  not  conceal  a  thing,  which 
ought  to  be  concealed,  it  muft  be  allowable  to  fpeak  upon  the 
fubjedl  in  fuch  a  mauner,  as  to  leave  that  part  of  it  involved  in 
obfcurity,  which  is  not  fit  to  be  revealed.  Nay,  though  we 
forefee  it  to  be  probable,  that  any  one,  provided  he  hath  no  ti- 
tle to  information  from  us,  will  take  our  words  in  a  fenfe,  in 
which  we  do  not  ufe  them  ;  yet  if  that,  in  which  we  do  iifc 
them,  be  a  fair  and  natural  one,  and  nothing  but  his  own  rafh^ 
nefs  leads  him  into  error ;  though,  as  I  faid  befvire,  charity  bids 
us  hinder  it,  if  we  conveniently  can,  yp.t  veracity  requires  ir 
not.  For  when  we  defign  only  to  keep  him  ignoi-ant  of  a  fac>, 
it  is  his  own  fault,  if  he  will  alfo  believe  a  fancy.  But  if  wa 
go  further  and  lay  fnares  for  him.;  if  wc  give  affurances,  which, 
in  their  obvious  and  univerfal  acceptation,  are  falle,  but  only 
have  a  latent  forced  conftruftion,  in  which,  after  all,  they  jiili: 
raay  be  true  :  this  is  equivocation  ;  and  cannot  be  defended, 
unlefs  the  grofleft  violations  of  fincerity  can  he  defended  too. 
For  the  intent  of  ufing  language  to  deceive  is  equally  evidetit 
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in  both  r  and  the  contrivance  of  couching  the  deceit  in  phrafes 
liable  to  no  fufpicion,  adds  to  the  crime  greater  delibefatioa, 
-and  confequently  more  heinous  guilt. 

We  are  now  therefore  led  to  confider, 

11.  The  pleas,  which  are  urged  to  juftify  fome  forts  of  direft 
lying. 

For  more  than  a  few  fpeculative,  and  fome  pious  men,  have 
imagined,  that  this  pra£tice  in  certain  cafes  may  do  much  good, 
•and  can  do  no  hurt :  and  then  is  both  allowable  and  commend- 
able. Speech,  thej  fay,  was  given  to  mankind  falely  for  tKeir 
common  benefit :  nor  confequently  is  it  ever  ufed  amifs,  when 
it  contributes  to  that  end.  And  this  opinion  they  endeavour 
to  confirm  by  feveral  inftances  of  falfehppds,  which  good  per- 
fons  are  recorded  in  fcripture  to  have  uttered  knowingly.  But, 
befides  thai  fome  inftances,  which  they  produce,  are  not  falfe- 
hoods,  or  were  dire8:ed  by  an  exprefs  authority,  which  can  fu- 
perfede  ordinary  obligations  :  good  perfons  may  too  poflibly 
both  fay  and  do  what  they  ought  not,  through  igno- 
rance of  their  duty,  or  infirmity;  and  their  commiiEon  of 
known  and  great  fins  is  not  always  related  with  cenfure,  it  be- 
ing unneceffary :  to  which  it  muft  be  added,  that  fome  of  their 
adlions  may  be  praifed  in  holy  writ  on  the  whole,  without  the 
lead  intention  of  approving  the  circumftances  of  infincerity,  or 
other  imperfedions,  with  which  they  were  accompanied. 

Another  argument  in  favour  of  their  notion,  they  draw, 
fomewhat  furprifingly,  from  the  apoftle's  words  :  putting  mvaj 
lyings  fpeah  every  man  truth  with  his  neighbour  :  for  we  arc 
members  one  of  another  *.  Thb  precept,  they  fay,  muft  not  be 
extended  further,  than  the  reafon  of  it  extends  :.  which  being 
only,  that  becaufe  of  our  mutual  relation,  we  ought  to  confult 
our  mutual  advantage ;  where  adhering  to  truth  will  not  pro- 
mote this,  falfehood.may  be  juftly  fubftituted.  But,  though 
mutual  advantage  is  a  very  ftrong  tie  upon  us  to  fpeak  truth, 
St.  Faul  hath  not  told  us  here,  that  it  is  the  only  one.  And 
we  experience  ourfelves  to  be  under  another  more  immediate. 
We  feel  a  natural  reluftance  in  our  confciences  to  lying  and  de- 
ceiving^ as  fuch,  without  looking  forward  to  confequences :  and 
even  they  who  have  perfuaded  themfelves  that  doing  it  is,  ui 
fome  inftances,  lawful,  cannot  do  it  however,  without  an  in- 
ward fenfe  of  ftiame  and  guilt.     Now  it  defervcs  to   be  well 

confidered, 
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confidered,  whether  trsuifgreffing,  in  order  to  attain  ibme  fap- 
pofed  end  of  general  utility,  this  didate  of  our  moral  nature^ 
the  principle  of  which  God  hath  planteth  there,  be  any  more 
allowable,  than  tranfgreffing  the  diftates  of  jufticc  or  any  other 
moral  obligation,  with  the  fame  view  :  whether,  in  ihort,  it  be 
not,  what  the  apoftle  himfelf  mentions  with  abhorrence,  and 
that  in  the  very  cafe  of  a  lie,  doing  euil^  that  good  may 
come  *. 

Or,  though  ftill  any  one  fhould  think,  that  our  native  anti- 
pa^y  to  fpeaking  falfehood,  no  more  proves  it  to  be  always 
forbidden,  than  our  unwillingnefs  to  give  others  pain,  which 
notwithftanding  we  may  and  muft  give  them  fometimes,  for 
the  fake  of  a  benefit  more  confiderable :  yet  it  muft  be  obfer- 
ved,  that  the  fcripture  both  allows  and  requires  pain  and  even 
death  to  be  inflifted  in  Tome  cafes.:  but  uniformly  forbids  ly- 
ing, without  intimating  in  any  one  precept  or  declaration  con- 
cerning it,  the  p6ffibility  of  an  exception.  But  were  the  con- 
fideration  of  fcripture  to  be  fet  afide,  which  it  never  ought: 
ftill  on  the  footing  of  mere  reafon  and  experience,  a  ipoft  ivn^ 
portant  queftion  would  remain,  what  thofe  inftances  are,  in 
which,  on  balancing  the  two  fides  of  the  account,'  violation  of 
truth  is  more  beneficial  than  detrimental  to  mankind.  For  fup- 
pofing  aiiy  fuch  can  be  found,  it  muft  be  violated  in  them  only. 
But  if  none  fuch  can  be  found,  or  if  the  advantage  be  at  all 
doubtful,  or  not  exceeding  great,  or  attainable  any  other  way^ 
in  the  fame  or  but  nearly  the  fame  degree :  the  plain  and  the 
fafe  rule  evidently  is,  that  oijimplicity  and  godly  fincerity  f  in 
all  cafes. 

The  cafe  indeed  of  an  attack  upon  our  own  or  our  neigh, 
hours  property,  or  life,  may  feem  a  very  favourable  one  to  the 
opinion,  which  we  are  now  examining.  For  here  it  is  argued, 
that  affuredly  no  one  hath  a  right  to  rob  or  to  murder  ;  nor 
confequently  fuffers  any  wrong,  when  he  is  prevented  from  do- 
ing  eithen  And  if  telling  him  a  falfehood  be  the  likelieft  me- 
thod of  prevention :  hath  he  not  forfeited  all  claim  to  our  tell- 
ing him  truth?  And  is  it  not  much  better  in  every  view, 
that  he  fliould  be  deceived,  than  accomplilh  his  wicked  pur- 
pofes  ?  Why,  undoubtedly  it  feems  very  hard,  efpecially  upon 
the  party  endangered,  to  fay  otherwife.  Yet  this  may  and 
ought  to  be  faid,  that  on  the  one  hand,  all  the  little  good, 

which 
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which  a  lie,  that  will  fcarce  be  credited,  hath  any  chance  for 
doing,  maj  commonly  with  prudence  be  done  without  it,  eithef 
by  avoiding  to  anfwcr,  or  by  general  and  undeterouned  an- 
fwers,  which  are  very  different  things  from  untruths :  and 
that  on  the  other  hand,  inftead  of  good,  a  lie  may  do  much 
harm:  as  the  vile  wretches  who  attempt  to  commit  fuch 
crimes,  when  they  have  once  or  twice  found  themfelves,  of 
others  like  them,  impofed  upon,  may  be  provoked  by  it  to  grow 
much  more  fufpicious  and  barbarous^  than  they  would  have 
been  ^Ife.  Therefore  it  may  be  doubted  whether,  in  the  main, 
tranfgreiSon  of  truth,  even  in  thcfe  circumftaifces,  prevents  or 
produces  mifchief.  Surely  then  he,  who  refufes  to  tranfgrefs 
it,  afts  a  worthier  part :  and,  if  he  fuffcrs  any  thing  on  that 
account,  he  fuffcrs  it ybr  the  Cake  of  a  good  confcience  towards 
Ga^I*. 

Another  cafe  is  that  of  enemies  in  war :  whom  having  a 
light  to  kill,  it  is  faid,  wc  cannot  but  have  a  right  to  deceive, 
that  being  the  fmailer  hurt  of  the  two.  And  yet,  not  only  fuch 
deceivers  are  treated  with  peculiar  feverity  in  war,  as  worfe 
than  comnion  enemies ;  but  faith  muft  be  preferved,  even  in 
the  midft  of  arms  :  elfe  a  ftate  of  hoftility  would  be  yet  more 
calam'itous  than  it  is,  and  befides  would  be  endlefs  too.  For 
overtures  of  truce  or  peace  could  have  no  effefl:,  if  no  confidence 
remained  between  the  contendbg  parties.  Add  to  this,  that  if 
one  fide  may  deceive,  the  other  may :  and  fo  neither  is  in  a 
better  condition,  than  if  both  abftained  from  it  :  and  indeed  the 
attempt  of  it  by  both,  will  for  the  moft  part  be  ineffeftualf. 

A  third  cafe,  in  which  many  plead  for  the  lawfulnefs  of  mak- 
ing free  with  truth,  is  in  dealing  with  thofe,  who  have  either 
loft  in  a  great  meafure  the  ufe  of  their  under  Handings,  or  are 
not  yet  fufficiently  arrived  to  it.  For  it  is  argued,  that  thefc 
have  no  title  to  condu^  themfelves,  becaufc  they  have  no  abi- 
lity of  doi»g  it :  and  fince  the  Only  fervice,  .that  truth  can  do 
them,  is  conducing  them  properly ;  and  inftead  of  that,  it  will 
often  only  difcompofe  them,  and  make  them  rcfraftory:  if 
employing  falfehood  will  lead  them  on  quietly  in  the  rigJit 

•  I  Pet.  ii.  19.  iii.  2u 
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waj,  it  can  be  no  injurj,  and  maj  be  a  great  advantage  to 
them.  Biit  confider ;  perfons  naturally  weak,  or,  through  in- 
firmities, decayed  in  their  intellects,  may  be  manag'^^d,  with  a 
little  ikill  and  care,  intirely  to  their  fatisfaflion,  or  however 
may  foon  be  pacified  again,  by  raettods  very  confiftent  with 
fincerity.  And  they,  whofe  diforder  is  a  fpecies  of  raadnefs, 
are  not  only  for  the  moft  part  incredibly  jealous,  but  more  faga- 
cious  too,  than  is  often  imagined  :  And  to  what  degrees,  both 
of  rage  and  violence,  deceits,  attempted  upon  them  and  detedt- 
ed,  will  drive  them,  can  fcarce  be  credited.  Whereas  plain 
dealing,  if  proper  authority  be  mildly  affamed  along  with  it, 
will  generally  foon  fubdue  them  once  for  all ;  moft  of  them 
fubmitting  readily  to  it  from  a  fecret  confcioufnefe  of  their  own 
ftate.  Then  as  to  children  ;  it  is  true,  they  are  eafily  cheated, 
and  fo  for  a  while  ealily  quieted.  But  what  fallows?  That 
they  quickly  come  to  fee  through  thefe  artifices,  and  then  are 
much  more  intradable  than  before,  and  quite  outrageous  on 
the  very  apprehenfion  of  your  repeating  them.  Your  credit 
with  them  is  loft,  the  next  timjs  you  want  to  ufe  it  for  their 
good :  and  their  fole  aim  for  the  future  is  to  deceive  the  de- 
ceiver, gratify  their  own  inclinations,  and  carry  their  own  ends. 
Now  treating  them  with  fairnefs  and  -fteadlnefs,  telling  them 
only  fo  much  as  was  proper,  but  nothing  that  they  ftiould  ever 
find  to  be  otherwife  than  they  were  told,  would  have  totally 
different  effecl:>^  would  teach  them  betimes  to  hear  reafon  and 
yield  to  it ;  would  prevent  their  agitating  thomfelves  with  per- 
petual fits  of  paflion,  by  fhewing  them  clearly,  what  they  were 
to  expeft,  what  they  were  to  confider  as  unfit ;  and,  which  is 
a  much  greater  benefit  ftill,  w^ould  habituate  them  from  tlie 
firft  to  integrity  and  honefty  in  their  own  behaviour :  whereas 
perhaps  one  of  their  chief  inducements  to  that  vile  trick  of  ly- 
ing ;  of  which  moft  of  them  get  fomething,  and  too  many  lo 
much,  that  they  never  leave  it;  is  what  really  makes  their 
condition  a  pitiable  one  :  that  they  learn  it  originally  from  its 
being  ufed  towards  themfelvcs  by  thofe,  who  afterwards  re- 
prove and  punifh  them  for  it. 

The  laft  cafe,  which  I  fliall  mention,  is  that  of  fick  perfons  : 
concerning  whom  it  is  alledged,  that  common  good  nature  di- 
rects us  to  conceal  from  them  fometimes,  be  it  ever  fo  much  at 
the  expence  of  truth,  the  real  name  of  their  difeafe,  the  danger 
of  their  fituation,  the  fort  of  medicines  given  them,  and  all  faCls 
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of  all  kinds,  which,  if  known,  might  dejeft  or  difturb  them; 
for  that  not  only  fuch  deceit  is  ufeful,  but  they,  upon  whom 
it  is  praftifed,  will,  when  recovered,  approve  it,  and  be  thank- 
ful for  it ;  nay,  perhaps  have  already  approved  it,  and  fet  the 
(example  of  it  on  former  like  occafions,  and  therefore  have  in 
efFedl  confented  to  it  now.  But,  plaufible  as  this  plea  may  ap- 
pear, the  need  and  the  benefit  of  employing  falfehood,  even  in 
|:hefe  circumftances,  for  the  moft  part  at  leaft,  cometh  of  evil*. 
It  is  becaufe  people  will  not  in  the  time  of  their  health  become 
virtuous  and  reafonable,  pious  and  refigned,  that  they  want  the 
wretched  fupport  of  untruths  in  the  time  of  ficknefs.  And  if 
they,  who  are  about  them,  fcruple  to  fupport  them  thus,  as 
they  well  may,  then  they  are  void  of  all  confolation.  But  even 
fuppofing  the  lies,  which  they  wifli  for,  are  told  them  ;  they 
will  feldom  be  told  fo,  as  neither  to  be  found  out,  nor  fufpefl- 
ed  i  and  fufpicions  will  ofte;i  difturb  fick  perfons  more*  fatally, 
than  knowing  the  worft  would.  Or,  let  prevarications  of  this 
kind  work  ever  fo  hslppy  efFe6ls  on  fome  particular  occafions, 
yet  there  follows  a  moft  dreadful  general  inconvenience  from 
them  :  that  becJaiife  fbme  muft  needs  be  told  their  condition  is 
hopeful  ^nd  fafe,  though  it  be  not ;  others  are  told  in  vain, 
that  theirs  is  fo,  though  it  be ;  for  their  friends,  they  think, 
will  affirm  apy  thing,  to  pleafe  them.  And  thus,  no  more  may 
recover  by  being  deceived,  than  may  be  loft  by  the  iaipoffibi- 
lity,  arifing  from  hence,  of  knowing  that  they  are  not  deceived. 
Their  lives  may  depend  on  the  compofednefs  of  their  fpirits : 
their  fpirits  would  have  been  compofed,  if  they  could  have  be- 
lieved thofe  who  attend  them  :  but  being  fenfible  what  liberties 
they  will  take  in  thefe  matters,  they  cannpt  believe  them ;  and 
therefore  cari  have  no  relief  or  comfort  from  their  affurances. 

However,  it  muft  be  owned,  that  in  inoft  or  all  of  the  above- 
inentioned  cafes,  there  are  fometimes  difficulties,  with  which 
we  have  much  more  caufe  to  pray  Ged  we  may  never  be  tried, 
than  to  be  confident  that  we  fhall  judge  and  aft  rightly,  if  we 
are.  And  therefore,  though  adhering  ftriftly  to  truth,  as  the 
rule,  which  pur  Maker  hath  given  us,  and  trufting  Him  with 
the  confcquences,  evidently  appears  to  be  the  fecureft  way: 
yet,  if  any  one  ventures  to  deviate  from  it  with  a  vifibly  gord 
intention,  we  fliould  not,  I  think,  pronounce  a  fevere  fentence 
ppon  him,  confidcring  how  prone  the  bcft  of  us  is  to  err  in 
"*     *     *     ■  .  phin:r 
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plainer  things ;  always  provided,  that  the  liberties,  which  he 
takes,  be  few  and  modeft,  and  almoft  extorted  from  him  ;  and 
confcientiouflj  reflrained  to  things  in  themfelves  the  leaft  ex- 
ceptionable. But  if  perfons,  becaufe  fomething  maj  be  co- 
loura1)lj  faid  f6r  making  a  little  free  with  triith  on  very  un. 
common  occafions,  where  no  one  feems  injured  by  it,  will  in- 
dulge themfelves  in  whatever  falfities  they  pleafe  on  almoft 
any  occafion :  if,  becaufe  it  hath  been  apprehended,  that  male- 
fadors,  and  thofe  with  whom  we  ate  at  war,  have  no  right  to 
veracity;  and  that  fuch,  as  are  incapable  of  judging  at  all  for 
themfelves,  may  be  deceived  for  their  advantage  by  others  ;  if, 
I  fay,  upon  this,  they  will  imagine  they  are  allowed  to  treat 
one  part  of  mankind  as  villains  and  enemies,  with  whom  no 
faith  is  to  be  kept,  and  another  as  children  and  fools,  upon 
whom  they  may  freely  impofe  any  way  v  this  mull  proceed 
from  a  bad  heart ;  and  the  tendency  of  it  is,  to  diflblve  intirely 
the  bonds  of  human  fociety,  and  open  a  high  road  to  all  poffible 
wickedncfs  and  univerfal  confufion*  The  arguments,  were 
they  ever  fo  fpccious,  for  the  lawfulnefe  of  fraud  in  feemingly 
harmlefs  cafes,  can  never  prove  it  lawful  in  others  of  a  nature 
quite  contrary.  But,  I  beg'  it  may  be  obferved,  the  extreme 
danger,  which  there  is  notwithftanding,  of  mens  proceeding  in 
falfehood  to  very  pernicious  lengths,  if  once  they  begin,  is  a 
moft  unanfwerable  objection  againfl  its  being  permitted  in  any 
degree  at  alL 

A  confideration  fo  interefting  muft  be  virged  more  at  large  : 
and  fhall,  God  willing,  the  next  opportunity.  But  I  hope  you 
have  already  feen  very  great  reafon  to  follow  the  fon  of  Szracb^s 
wife  counfel.  Ufe  not  to  make  any  manner  of  lie  :  for  the  cuf* 
torn  thereof  is  not  good  *• 

•  Eecltts  vii.  I^ 
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Lying  lips  are  ahotnination  to  the  Lord :  but  thcy^  that  deal 
truly y  are  his  delight. 

A  S  the  advantages,  derived  to  mankind  front  the  fiiperior 
power,  which  we  enjoy^  of  GOmmunicatitig  our  thoughts 
one  to  another,  are  very  great ;  fo  the  perverfion  of  it  lo  wrong 
ufes  is  very  pernicious*  And  no  perverfion  of  it  can  be  fc 
complete,  as  when  We  employ  it,  inftead  of  informing  others, 
to  deceive  them.  Now>  of  the  more  importance  it  is,  that  we 
fliould  not  be  guilty  of  this  crime,  the  more  neceflary  rt  muft 
be,  that  we  fiiould  know,  wherein  it  conlifts,  und  how  infuS* 
iicient  the  pleas  are,  which  in  fome  circumftances  have  beert 
made  in  its  favour.  Therefore  I  began  to  difcourfe  on  thcr 
fabje8:  of  our  obligation  to  truth,  by  fliewing, 

I.  What  things  are,  and  are  not,  breaches  of  it. 

II.  What  breaches  are  unwarrantably  by  fonCie  perfons 
thought  juftifiable.. 

And  und^r  this  latter  head,  I  firffi  proved,  that  fcripture  en- 
joins veracity,  without  authorizing  any  exceptions,  and  that 
indeed  it  is,  in  its  own  nature,  a  duty,  independently  crfcon- 
fequences  :  then  I  confuted  or  counterbalanced  the  good  effeft* 
afcribed  to  the* Violation  of  it  in  feveral  particular  cafes:  and 
laftly,  intimated. the  general  danger,  to  which  they  who  depart 
from  It,  expofe  themfelves,  and  tempt  others,  of  running  oB 
from  one  liberty  to  another,  till  at  length  tliey  venture  to  fay, 
and  afterwards  to  do,  any  thing,  which  they  imagine  will  con- 
tribute to  a  good  end  :  a  praftice  productive  of  fuch  dreadful 
evils,  that  I  mull  erJiarge  upon  it  fomewhat  further. 

Things, 
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Things,  which  every  one  allows  to  be  gooc!,  no  one  needs  tor 
be  cheated  into.  And  where  opinions  differ,  neither  God  nor 
man  hath  given  us  a  right  to  bring  over  others  into  our  owa 
by  falfehood :  and  on  what  foundation  then  can  we  take  fuch 
a  ftep  ?  I  may  think  perhaps,  that  this  or  that  thing  would  be- 
for  the  benefit  of  the  world,  or  of  fuch  3  part  of  it,  or  indivi- 
dual in  it.  But  this  no  more  empowers  me  to  ufe  frauds  than 
to  ufe  force,  for  accompliftiing  it.  Another  perfon  may  think, 
at  the  fame  time,  a  different  or  a  contrary  thing  beneficial : 
aad  may  have  as  high  an  efteera  of  his  own  judgement  as  I 
have  of  mine;  If  then  I  may  employ  deceit  to  ferve  my  pur- 
pofe,  why  not  he  to  ferve  his  ?  Now  what  can  this  end  in,  but 
the  ruin  of  all  Integrity,  and  all  confidence,  amongft  raen?^ 
And  what  good  can  there  be  ia  view,  that  bears  any  propor* 
tion  to  fuch  a  calamity  ? 

Bat  fome  argue  :  our  oppofcrs  will  certainly  ufe  falfehood 
for  their  bad  ends  :  if  therefore  we  do  not  ufe  it  for  our  good 
ones,  they  have  a  plain  advantage  over  us ;  and  we  fliall^  b« 
undone,  for  want  of  turning  their  own  weapons  againfl  thenu 
Now  if  this  were  the  cafe  ;  it  would  only  be  the  cafe  of  fuf- 
fering  for  truth,  which  is  fuffering  for  God  :  and  hereafter,  at 
leaft,  no  one  will  be  a  lofer  by  that.  But  indeed,  at  prefent, 
upon  the  whole,  the  contrary  is  the  cafe.  If  your  oppofers 
have  recourfe  to  unfair  arts,  deteft  thofe  arts  in  them,  and  ab- 
ftain  from  them  yourfelves  :  and,  whatever  diffi<iulties  you  may 
be  under  for  a  time,  in  the  conclufion  all  will  come  out  welL 
A  lying  tongue  is  hut  for  a  moment :  but  the  lip  of  truth  Jhall 
he  ejlablijljed  for  ever  *.  Uprightneis,  with  only  common  pru- 
dence, will  not  fail  to  get  the  better  at  length :  and  the  reafon, 
wljy  we  experience  it  no  oftener,  is  indeed  that  we  try  it  fo  fel- 
dom.  In  the  midft  of  our  complaints,  we  do  the  very  things 
of  which  wc  complain.  This  is  no  combat  of  fair  dealing  a- 
gainft  unfair,  but  of  craft  againft  craft :  and  perhaps  our  owa 
artifices  contribute  more,  than  thofe  of  our  adverfaries,  towards 
the  lofs  of  our  caufe.  For  the  f  11  reft  way  of  miffing  our  aim 
is  to  fink  in  our  credit.  Th'^refore  let  the  end,  that  we  pro- 
pofe,  be  ever  £b  good,  it  is  neither  right  nor  wife  to  ufe  falfc- 
hoods  for  attaining  it. 

But,  in  faci,  the  ends  propofed  to  be  ferved  by  this  method, 

fall 

•  Frov.  xii.  y^ 
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fall  ufiially  very  far  fiiort  of.  being  near  fo  good,  as  thej  are 
pretended  to  be.  Some  biameable  gratification,  fome  worldly, 
intereft,  fome  party  point,  the  promotion  of  fome  bad  or  doubt- 
ful caufe,  is  tlie  thing,  which  people,  on  fuch  occafions,  have 
at  heart,  however  ftudioufly  they  difguife  their  aims  to  others, 
and,  if  poiSible,  to  themfelves.  Thefe  are  the  purpofes,  for 
which  truth  is  to  be  depreffcd,  impofture  countenanced  ;  fome 
confidered  as  too  weak,  others  as  too  wicked,  ,to  be  treated  with 
common  honefty.  And  thus  every  one,  who  can  but  think 
hardly  enough  of  thofe  from  v/hom  he  differs,  fets  himfelf  at 
liberty  to  fpeak  to  them,  or  of  them,  as  infincerely  as  ever  he 
will.  And  if  he  may  venture  upon  falfe  aflertions,  he  will  be 
apt  to  think,  why  not  upon  falfe  oaths  ?  And,  if  for  the  fervice 
of  the  public  or  his  friends,  why  not  for  his  own  ?  How  fliock- 
ing  a  (late  of  things  would  this  introduce  !  Hear  the  prophet's 
defcription  of  it :  TChcy  bend  their  tongues^  like  their  bow,  for 
lies  ;  hut  they  are  not  valiant  for  the  truth  upon  the  earth  :  for 
they  proceed  from  evil  to  evil^  and  they  know  not  me^  faith  the 
Lord.  Take  ye  heed  every  one  of  his  neighbour  ;  and  trufl  ye 
not  in  any  brother  :for  every  brother  will  utterly  fupplant^  and 
every  neighbour  will  walk  with  flanders^  And  they  will  decdve 
jtvery  one  his  neighbour^  and^vill  not  fpeak  the  truth  :  they  have 
taught  their  tongue  to  fpeak  liesy  they  weary  themfelves  to  com' 
mit-  iniquity*  nine  habitation  is  in  the  midji  of  deceit :  through 
deceit  they  refufc  to  know  me^  faith  the  Lord  *. 

Nay,  further  yet,  if  perfons  may  falfify  and  perjure,  where 
fliall  they  Hop  ?  It  will  be  faid,  why  not  purloin,  why  not  rob, 
why  not  murder,  to  ferve  a  good  purpofe,  that  is,  a  convenient 
one,  for  others,  or  themfelves  !    Each  liberty  taken  leads  on, 

.  by  a  plain  high  road,  to  a  greater  :   and  obferve,  I  intreat  you, 
what  a  figure  they  make  together  in  the  word  of  God.    By 

fwearing^  and  lyings  and  killings  and Jiealing^  and  committing 
adultery y  they  break  out^  and  blood  toucheth  blood.      Therefore 

Jljall  the  land  mour?i^  and  every  one  that  dwelleth  therein  fhall 
languifh  -(v 

But  could  we  reflrain  the  advocates  for  falfehood,  and  their 
difciples,  to  this  ofience  only,  and  even  to  the  feemingly  more 
innocent  forts  of  it :  yet  real  religion.  Teal  virtue,  the  real  hap- 
piuefs  of  mankind,  I  believe  have  never  oa  the  whole  been 

ferved 

•  Jer.  ix.  3,-4.  \  Hof,'  iv.  %,  3. 
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ferved  by  fuch  arts  :  and  fddom,  if  ever,  hath  it  been  defigned 
that  they  fhould.  Superftition  indeed,  and  enthufiafm,  have 
been  greatly  promoted  by  them  :  and  infidelity  not  a  little. 
For  the  lies  framed  in  favour  of  religion  have  ftrangely  difcre- 
dited  the  truths  urged  in  favour  of  it.  And  belides,  as  fome 
have  thought  it  ufeful,  and  therefore  allowable,  to  alFirm  what- 
ever would  conduce  to  the  propagation  of  orthodox  belief: 
others,  on  the  fame  principle,  have  thought  it  as  allowable  to 
do  the  fame  thing  for  the  propagation  of  unbelief.  And,  as 
the  former  have  counted  nothing  too  bad  to  be  reported  of  thofii 
whom  they  deemed  the  enemies  of  the  fiiith  ;  fo  the  latter  have 
thought  fcarce  any  thing,  either  too  opprobrious  to  be  faid,  or 
too  improbable  to  be  fwallowed,  in  relation  to  the  teachers 
and  advocates  of  it.  One  fide  exclaims  againfl  religious,  the 
other  againfl  irreligious,  frauds  ;  and  fo  far  as  either  are  com- 
mitted, both  are  in  the  right:  but  both  lamentably  overlook 
the  obvious  rule,  that  neither  fliould  impute  them  unjuftly, 
and  neither  be  guilty  of  them  at  all.  The  niifchiefs  of  the 
falfehoods  invented  to  decry  revelation  are  as  plain,  as,  (what 
fureiy  admits  no  doubt)  its  importance  to  the  outward  tran- 
quillity, the  inward  peace,  the  prefent,  the  future  welfare  o£ 
men.  And  the  finfulnefs  of  falfehoods  to  fupport  it,  cannot  be 
more  ftrongly  exprefled,  than  in  the  words  of  yob :  Hear  now 
my  reafonings^  and  hearken  to  the  pleadings  of  my  lips.  Will 
ye /peak  wickedly  for  Gody  and  talk  deceitfully  for  him  .-? — Is  it 
good,  that  Hejhould  fearch  you  out .?  or  as  one  man  mocketh 
another  y  do  ye  fo  mock  him? — Shall  not  his  excellency  make  you 
afraidy  and  his  dread  fall  upon  you  *  ? 

Thus  far  I  have  fpoken  concerning  the  lies,  which  to  fome 
have  feemed  lawful.     And  now  I  proceed  to  fpeak, 

III.  Of  fuch,  as  too  many,  are  apt  to  account  excufable. 

They  own  them  to  be  in  ftriftncfs  faulty  ;  but  extenuate  the 
fiult  in  their  imagination,  till  it  comes  to  appear  little  or  no- 
thing ;  and  then  venture  upon  them  as  freely,  as  if  they  were 
exprefsly  permitted. 

Thus,  for  inllance,  when  perfons  have  done  amifs,  and  want 
to  conceal  it,  if  deviating  a  little  from  truth  will  have  that  ef- 
xClI,  and  keep  all  quiet ;  they  fancy  it  is  a  tolerably  liarmlels 
method  of  preventing,  at  a  cheap  rate,  a  good  derd  of  anger  or 
(fOntemptin  Others,  and  fliame,  if  not  farther  inconveniences,  to 
■    '  themfclveg; 

•  Job  xui.  6,  7,  9,  }u 
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themfelves :  But  furelj  they  ought  to  confider,  that  having 
committed  one  blameable  adion,  which  perhaps  is  but  a  folly, 
can  never  give  them  a  privilege  of  committing  a  fecond,  which 
is  a  fin.  Bcfides,  very  few  wrong  tilings  are  done,  but  fomc 
body  hath  a  right  to  inquire  into  them,  and  be  made  acquainted 
with  them.  Now  denying  them  to  fuch,  is  plainly  injurious 
to  them  ;  and  according  to  the  nature  of  the  cafe,  may  be  high- 
ly prejudiciiil.  Nay,  perfons  who  have  no  title  to  any  infor- 
mation, are  intitled  however  not  to  be  mifled  by  falfe  informa- 
tion :  which  often  may  do  them  dijQervice  in  many  ways.  Fur- 
ther, the  hope  of  hiding  faults  thus,  encourages  the  commiffion 
of  them  beyond  all  things  :  till  there  is  hardly  aiiy  wickednefs, 
that  fome  poor  wretches  will  not  venture  upon  ;  becaufe  they 

-  imagine  there  is  hardly  any  from  which  they  cannot  clear  them- 
felves pretty  well,  in  the  opinion  of  others,  by  a  few  round  af- 
fertions  or  denials,  tkat  feem  to  coft   them  little.     But  indeed 

.  nothing  in  the  world  cofts  them  fo  dear,  as  this  vile  practice : 
for  it  continually  accumulates  frefli  guilt  upon  them,  engages 
tliem  deeper,  and  entangles  them  more  inextricably  in  bad 
ways  ;  till  they  neither  kuow  how  to  mend,  nor  to  get  it  believ- 
ed, if  they  do.  Commonly  they  are  detefted  foon,  always  at 
lafl :  and  the  older  offenders  they  are,  before  that  happens,  the 
heavier  load  of  difgrace  and  difcredit  falls  upon  them.  But 
fuppoGng  they  are  able  intirely  to  remove  all  fufpicion  from 
themfelves  :  they  well  know,  (which  is  a  dreadful  aggravation 
of  their  crime,)  that  ordinarily  fpeaking,  it  muft  light  on  others, 
who  arc  innocent.  Nay,  too  frequently  they  are  led  on,  (for 
the  temptation,  when  once  they  have  begun,  is  a  dangerous 
one)  to  cliar^^c  others  in  order  to  acquit  themfelves  ;  or  at  leaft 
to  inSnuate  concerning  them  what  they  are  not  bold  enough  to 
affirm. 

The  fin  of  falfchood  therefore,  on  thefc  occafions,  being  fo 
mifchievous  and  enfnaring,  we  fliould  be  very  cauti9us  not  to 
drive  into,  it  thofe,  who  are  under  our  influence,  by  feverity 
_  when  they  happen  to  mifbehave  :  but  pafs  over  flight  failings 
with  a  mod'^'rate  notice,  if  any  ;  and  grant  them  an  eafy  pardon 
for  weightier  ones,  on  a  penitent  acknowledgement  of  them. 
Only  we  mufl  not  allow  them  to  impofe  upon  us  by  a  pretend- 
ed finpcrlty  and  concern,  that  produce  no  efit-ft.  For  if  once 
tlity  learn  a  habit*  of  doing  wrong  without  fear,  becaufe  coming 
and  owning  it  wiH  fct  all  right  again  ;  we  fhall  have  no  longer 
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any  autliority  Over  them,  or  hold  upott  them.  Nay*,  in  a  little? 
time,  they  will  come  to  flatter  themfelves  that  God  will  be  ai 
Weakly  forgiving  as  we  are.  And  no  error  can  be  more  fatal, 
than  to  imagine,  that  with  Hhft  mere  confcfSon  will  fupply 
the  place  of  reformation. 

Another  occafion,  on  which  perfons  are  very  apt  to  thiril< 
violation  of  truth  excufable  in  themfelves  and  their  friend?^ 
though  they  exclaim  againft  it  vehemently  when  they  fufFer  by 
it,  is  in  fpeaking  ill  of  thofe,  who  have  injured  or  provoked 
them.  Afperfing  others  in  cool  blood,  is  condemned  as  univer- 
fally  as  it  is  praftifed.  But  when  any  one  hath  been  the  ag- 
greffor  j  and  fo,  we  conceive,  deferred  it  from  us  ;  (and  truly* 
a  very  trifling,  or  even  imaginary  offence,  will  deferve,  in  thd 
ellimation  of  fome  people,  the  bittereft  returns  ;)  then  We  ard 
ftrangely  inclined  to  load  them  with  whatever  accufations  we 
Can  hope  to  get  believed,  and  fometimes  more.  Not  only  what 
We  have  no  fufficient  caufe  to  think  true^  but  what  we  havd 
abundant  caufe  to  think  falfe,  we  are  tempted  to  fay  of  them 
at  fuch  times  ;  and  fancy  it  is  almoft  at  juftification  of  us,  if  weJ 
can  plead,  that  we  did  not  begin.  Yet  perhaps  we  did,  if  thd 
Cafe  were  fairly  ftated.  .  But  fuppofing  the  contrary  :  Is  thert* 
any  pretence  for  our  turning  liars  and  flanderers,  becaufe  othersi 
are  inconfiderately,  or  even  defignedly  injurious  ?  May  not  we 
thus  eafily  become  as  bad  or  worfe  than  they  ?  Is  it  not^  the 
fure  method  of  exafperating,  and  perpetuating,  'enmity  ?  And 
Why  Ihould  we  riot  rather  acquire  the  approbation  of  God  and 
of  our  own  hearts,  the  efteem  of  the  world  and  of  our  adver- 
faries  themfelves,  by  treating  their  reputations  with  generous 
t^ndernefs  ? 

But  be  it  ever  fo  wrong  to  fpeak  ill  of  others  falfely,  yet 
fpeaking  a  little  too  well  of  any  one,  we  iliay  imagine,  can  ne* 
ver  be  much  blamed  :  an  aft  of  fa  much  gcod-nature  may  feem 
almoft  a  meritorious  tranfgreffion.  But  in  reality,  befides  th^t 
doing  this  by  nd  means  proceeds  always  from  benevolence,  but 
too  commonly  from  interefted  views,  or  even  malicious  pur- 
pofes ;  let  it  proceed  from  What  it  will,  it  often  produces  moft 
lamentable  bad  efFeds.  By  raifing  perfdns  charaaers,  or  mag- 
nifying their  circumftances  beyond  truths  you  may  induct?, 
others  to  enter  into  engagements  with  therri,  or  to  repofe  con- 
fidences in  them,  that  may  prove  very  fatal :  you  may  occafioit 
their  being  employed  in  'affairs  of  importance,  to  wliieh  they 

VOL.L  PP  *'^ 
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are  unequal ;  whence  dreadful  mifchiefs  have  come  :  jou  may, 
bj  exalting  them,  be  the  means  of  difappointing,  depreffing, 
ruining  their  much  worthier  rivals  :  And  you  contribute  to 
annihilate  that  dillinftion  between  one  iman  and  another,  which 
public  welfare,  no  lefs  than  private  juflice,  requires  to  be  kept 
up.  Therefore,  though,  doubtlcfs;  we  ought  to  be  chiefly  cau- 
tious what  harm  we  fay  of  our  neighbours  ;  yet,  in  fome  cafes 
efpecially,  we  ought  to  be  very  cautious  too,  what  good  we  fay 
of  them,  though  ft  ill  we  fhould  charitably  hope  and  believe  as 
much,  as  with  any  reafon  we  can. 

.  And  as  defignedly  giving  people  a  better. charafter  to  others 
^  than  they  merit,  is  not  excufable  :  fo  neither  is  extolling  to 
themfelves  their  virtues  or  accomplifliments  beyond  the  doe 
bounds,  be  it  by  grofs  flattery,  or  by  refined ;  though  pleas  are 
urged  for  it,  both  as  demanded  by  the  rules  of  civility,  (where- 
as indeed  thefe  rules  are  very  confident  with  thofe  of 'fincerity) 
and  as  the  way  to  make  them  become  what  they  are  told  they 
are.  Now,  on  the  contrary,  this  is  the  way  to  make  them 
think  thay  need  neither  to  amend  nor  improve;  to  fill  their 
hearts  with  vanity,  and  their  behaviour  with  infolence ;  to  en- 
courage them  in  their  favourite  follies  and  vices  ;  and  thus  lead 
them  into  difcHeern  and  wretchednefs.  The  commendation 
which  perfons  deferve  fliould  very  feldom  be  given  them  fully 
to  their  faces :  but  giving  them  more,  and  perfuading  them 
they  are  already  in  rightful  poiTcffion  of  that  high  charader, 
which  they  iliould  only  be  taught  to  aim  at,  and  at  moil  to  hope 
for  in  due  time,  generally  proceeds  from  weak  fondnefs  orinte- 
reited  bafenefs  j  aud  rarely  intends,  and  fcarce  ever  doth  them 
any  good. 

Another  cafe,  in  which  the  fpeaking  of  untruths  is  confiderei 
in  a  light  much  too  favourable  by  the  parties,  who  fancy  they 
find  their  account  in  it,  is  that  of  trade.  For  they  alledge,  that 
though,  undoubtedly,  it  is  very  unhappy  and  very  wrong ;  yet, 
in  fad,  falfehood  hath  prevailed  in  this  part  of  human  affairs 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  veracity  cannot  fupport  ifefelf :  they  mud 
do  as  others  do,  or  they  mull  be  ruined.  Now  indeed  there  is 
no  queftion,  but  wicked  people  have  thrown  many  difFiculties  in 
.the  way  of  fuch,  as  eife  would  be  honell.  And  zvoe  unto  them, 
hy  whom  th2  ojf^nce,  for  it  is  a  dangerous  one,  cometh  *  :  who, 
making  advantages  of  fraud,  bring  difadvantages  on  upright- 
^  •  ncfs. 

•  Matth.  xviii.  7. 
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nefs.  But  ftill  the  neceffity  of  prevarication,  in  order  to  thrive, 
is  merely  a  pretence,  of  bad  perfonsoriglnally,  by  which  others 
have  tooeafily  fuffercd  themfelves  to  be  deceived,  and  fo  adapt- 
ed it.  A  lying  tongue  may  carry  feme  points  :  but  will  not 
the  lip  of  truth  gain  ground  of  it  upon  the  whole  ?  Is  it  no- 
thing, or  is  it  not  the  greateft  of  all  things,  that  we  mull  Iovq  . 
to  deal  with  them,  in  whom  we  find  that  we  can  place  confi- 
dence? It  is  both  fafer  and  eafier.  And  thus,  though  they 
may  have  inconveniences  ^  to  ftruggle  through  at  >  fir  It ;  y^ty 
when  once  they  have  eftabliftied  a  character,  the  benefits  of  it 
Will  be  certain  and  durable.  Doubtlefs  many  a  fair  trader 
hath  failed :  but  then  fome  accidental  great  lofs,  or  want  of 
(kill,  or  of  prudence,  or  dilige^ice,  or  obliging  behaviour,  hath 
been  the  caufe ;  and  feldom,  if  ever,  his  integrity,  "^l^c  repu- 
tation of  that,  which  cannot  be  fecured  without  the  reality, 
gives  men  great  pre-eminence  above  their  equals,  nay,  above 
I  their  fuperiors,  in  other  refped:s.  But  even  were  adhering  to 
:  truth  difadvantageous  upon  the  balance  of  worldly  confidera- 
I  tions,  yet  furely  it  is  far  better  to  bear  this  inconvenience  pa- 
I  tiently,  -and  make  ourfelves  amends  for  it  by  greater  induftry 
and  frugality,  than  to  infringe  a  plain  duty,  and  offend  our 
I  Maker.  Let  falfehoods  be  ever  fo  common  and  fuccefsful  in 
I  all  bufinefs,  and  perhaps  peculiarly  in  fonie :  this  alters  not 
our  obligation.  It  may  moderate  our  cenfures  of  others  :  but 
it  cannot  give  a  latitude  to  us  in  our  own  behaviour,  nnt 
which  is  altogether  jtifl  Jhalt  thon  follow^  faith  the  fcripture  *  : 
and  thoufialt  not  foil  ow  a  multituds  to  do  evil}.  Nay,  to  put 
!  one  of  the  hardeft  cafes,  if  any  perfon,  in  felling  me  any  thing, 
hath  impofed  upon  me  ever  fo  much  by  falfehood  :  that  doth 
not  give  me  the  lead  right  to  impofe  on  another,  even  in  the 
very  fame  affair.  I  hate  been  deceived  :  but  this  no  more 
authorizes  me  to  deceive  the  next  perfon  I  deal  witli,  than  hav- 
ing been  robbed  authorizes  me  to  affault  and  plunder  the  next 
man  I  meet.  The  frequency  of  frauds,  and  the  temptations 
that  arife  from  thence,  are  very  ftrong  reafons  for  adding  great 
prudence  to  our  innocence  ;  for  being  much  on  our  guard,  in 
what  profefiions  we  engage  or  continue,  with  whom  we  have 
tranfddions,  to  what  employments  we  put  out  thofe,  who  are 
under  our  care ;  but  they  are  no  manner  of  re af on,  why  vv$ 
fliouid  look  on  the  dealings  of  man  with  man  only  as  a  fair 

Pp2  ,  tri*l 
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trial  of  unfair  &1II,  and  contribute  to  make  the  worJd  worfe, 
becaufe  it  is  fo  bad  already. 

One  obfervation  further  I  wpuld  m^ke  under  this*  head*  that, 
of  the  more  importance  the  prefervation  of  fincerity  in  byfindi 
is,  the  more  we  ought  to  avoid  intScing  and  almoft  forcing  thofe, 
.  with  whona  we  have  commercial  concerns,  into  infincerity,  in 
order  to  fatisfy  and  pleafe  us  :  we  fliould  allow  them  to  makCf 
&nd  to  own  they  make,  reaforiable  profits  ;  we  fiiould  yield  to 
truth,  when  we  have  c^uf^p  to  think^we  hear  it ;  and  encourage 
•  it  by  favourable  treatment,  where- ever  we  fee  it. 

Another  occafion,  mentioned  already,  and  defer ving  it  again, 
on  which  too  many  reckon  lies  excufable,  is,  when  they  are  told 
to  entertain  the  company.  The  end  being  fo  innocent,  and  laudr 
able,  a  fmall  irregularity  in  the  means,  they  hope,  may  furely 
be  overlooked.  But  this  entertainment  is  commonly  given  at 
the  expence  of  more  perfons  than  oqe.  It  feldom  fails,  but 
fomebody  or  other  is  mifreprefented  to  his  detriment  or  difcre* 
dit.  Ke  is  certainly  injured.  They  who  are  mifled  to  a  wrong 
judgment  about  him,  nay  about  any  thing,  may  be  injured  bj 
it  not  a  little.  The  facetious  perfon  himfelf,  whp  takes  thefe 
liberties  in  converfation,  whatever  ^pplaufe  he  may  gain  from 
the  inconfiderat^,  muft  never  expert  any  ferious  efteero,  even 
from  them  :  and,  indeed,  by  trefpaffing  againft  truth  on  fo  flight 
an  inducement  as  a  jeft,  will  bring  himfelf  into  a  temptation,  as 
well  as  a  fufpicion,  of  making  ftill  freer  with  it,  whenever  that 
may  ferve  a  purpofe  of  greater  moment  to  him.  The  affeSai. 
tion  therefore  of  being  witty  by  fpreading  falfehoods  is  by  no 
means  an  allowable  vanity.  Nor  indeed*  can  any  way  of  railing 
our  own  reputation  be  at  all  defended,  that  is  inconfiftent 
\v:th  veracity. 

Some  appear  to  think  it  very  pardonable,  provided  they  fay 
no  harm  of  others,  to  fay  as  much  good  as  they  pleafe  of  them- 
felves,  true  or  falfe.  For  whom,  they  argue,  doth  that  hurt  ? 
Why,  if  you  are  not  iK'lieved,  it  will  hurt  you  that  li*y  it,  very 
much.  And  if  you  are,  it  may  hurt  thofe  who  hear  it,  or  hfc?.r 
of  it,  ft  ill  more.  No  one  hath  a  right  to  put  off  himfelf,  any 
more  than  another,  for  more  than  his  value  :  and  he  wlio  at- 
Tempts  it  knowingly,  commits,  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  a  very 
baxe,  and  often  very  mifchJevous,  fraud.  Probably  indeed  x\'i^ 
ivorM  will  detcft  him  :  but  that  proves  o«ly  his  folly,  net  lus 
iniioccnce, 
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Some  again  contrive  a  di^erent,  and  aftonifliing  tncthod  of 
impoiing  on  mankind  in  this  refpe£t.  They  take  a  pride  ia 
i*aying,  not  good,  but  bad  things  of  themfelvcs,  that  are  not 
true :  profefs  vile  opinions,  which  inwardly  tliey  do  not  be- 
lieve ;  and  pretend  to  have  Hone  profligate  actions,  for  which 
they  have  not  had  the  heart  or  the  opportunity.  For  who  caii 
forbid  them,  they  imagine,  to  treat  their'  own  chara^ers  as 
freely  as  they  plcafe  ?  And  indeed,  if  it  was  really  their  view 
to  become,  by  thefe  means,  objcdls  of  public  fcorn  and  abhor- 
rence, they  have  fairly  earned  it,  and  one  would  wiCh  them 
fuccefs.  But  their  feeming  unaccountable  felf- denial  is  rank 
ambition.  They  want  to  gain  credit  to  wickednefs  and  them- 
felves  at  the  fi^me  time :  by  reprefcnting  their  own  lives  and 
principles,  as  worfe  than  they  arc,  to  mal%c  thofe  of  their  difci- 
pies  worfe  than  they  would  be  ;  and  to  place  themfelves  at  the 
head  of  this  chofen  band.  An  employment  fo  diabolical  in  its 
plan,  and  fo  execrable  in  its  effects,  that  every  good  and  e- 
very  wife  perfon  is  bound  to  exprefs  the  extreme  deteftation  of 
it,  which  he  cannot  but  feel. 

Thefe,  I  think,  are  the  chief  cafes,  in  which  one  fort  or  a- 
pother  of  perfons  are  apt  to  reckon  falfehood  excufable.  And 
if  it  be,  on  the  contrary,  fo  bad  in  the  beft  of  them,  there  is 
no  need  of  fliewing  particularly,  how  abominable  it  muft  be, 
when  deliberately  employed  in  private  or  party  contefts,  in 
fupplanting  and  undermining,  in  profecuting  fchemes  of  un- 
warrantable gain,  in  the  fervice  of  revenge,  malice  or  envy, 
in  the  gratification  of  idle  talkativenefs,  or  of  a  defire  to  fccm 
knowing  and  important.  In  all  thefe  ways,  and  many  more, 
liars  are  doing  fuch  dreadful  mifchief,  and  fo  continu^illy,  that 
were  no  other  guilt  imputable  to  the  tongue^  well  might  St. 
yames  accufe  it  o£  /gtting  on  fit  e  the  courfe  of  nature ^  and 
being  fet  on  fire  ofh^ll  *. 

But  ia  order  to  apprehend  rightly  the  full  extent  of  this 
fm,  it  muft  be  carefully  obferved,  that  not  only  if  we  affirm 
any  thing  which  we  think  to  be  falfe,  but  if  we  aiFirm  it  with- 
out caufe  to  think  it  true,  we  are  ftill  deceivers :  or  though 
we  have  caufe  to  think  it  true,  yet  if  we  aHirm  it  more  pofu 
tively,  than  we  have  caufe  ;  declaring  ourfelves  to  know  cet- 
fainly  what  we  only  believe,  or  to  believe  furmly  what  we  on, 
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^j  fufped  and  guefs,  the  cafe  is  but  little  mended :  that  not 
/©nly  grofs  faliities,  but  more  refined  ones,  artful  quibbles  and 
mental  evafions,  dark  intimations  and  hints,  not  afferting, 
but  infinuating  to  others,  what  at  leaft  we  doubt  within  our- 
felves,  all  come  under  the  fame  condemnation  :  nay,  that  fome- 
trmes  an  affected  filence,  and  at  others  truth  itfelf,  told  imper- 
fe6kly  and  iniidioufly,  may  deeply  partake  of  the  guilt  of  a 
He.  And  laftly,  it  mufl  be  remembered,  that,  befides  the  falfe- 
hood  of  afferting  what  we  do  not  believe,  or  doing  things  e- 
quivalent,  there  is  another  fort,  often  full  as  bad,  of  promifing 
what  we  do  not  intend,  or  do  not  afterwards  take  care  to  per- 
fomj  :  and  that  every  leffer  degree  of  cxpedlation  given,  if  it 
be  infincerely  given,  or  the  fulfilling  of  it  neglected,  is  an  ap- 
proach to  the  fame  fin. 

From  ail  thefe  tranfgreflions  then  let  us  confcientioufly  prc- 
ferve  ourfelves  :  and  for  that  end,  avoid  the  ordinary  occafions 
of  them ;  compofe  our  refentments,  moderate  our  purfuits, 
mortify  our  vanity,  check  our  fears,  think  before  we  fpeak, 
and  ke^p  filence  rather  than  fpeak  amifs  :  For,  in  the  multi- 
tude of  words  J  there  wanteth  not  Jin  :  hut  he  that  refraineth  his 
Hps^  is  mife  *\  For  the  fame  end  let  us  frequently  reflect,  that 
the  comfort  and  agreeablenefs  of  converfatlon,  the  continuance 
of  harmony  and  friendftiip  amongft  relations  and  acquaintance, 
anripngft  all  indeed,  who  have  concerns  with  one  another,  the 
regular  and  profperous  management  of  buGnefs,  in  fliort,  the 
tranquillity  and  good  order  of  human  fociety,  depends  on 
J]3eaking  truth  :  For  the  harm,  that  can  be  done,  without  de- 
parting from  iXi,  is  comparatively  infignificant.  And  therefore 
a  liar,  till  he  is  found  out,  is  the  moft  mifchievous  of  crea- 
tures :  and,  after  he  is  found  out,  as  he  never  fails  to  be,  foon- 
er  or  later,  the  moft  hated  or  the  moft  defpifed. 

Let  us  cohfidcr  alfo,  that  fincerity  is  a  duty  no  lefs  plain  than 
important :  that  our  corifciences  require  it  of  us,'  and  re- 
proach us  for  every  breach  of  it :  that  the  light  of  nature 
taught  it  the  very  heathens,  though  imperfeftly,  as  it  did  e- 
very  thing  elfe ;  and  that  fcripture  abouiids  with  the  ftrideft 
precepts  of'  it,  and  ftrongeft  motives  to  it.  There  we  learn, 
that  the  devil  is  a  liar,  and  by  means  of  lying  was  a  murderer^ 
jrom  the  beginning  ;    involved  our  whole  race  in  fin  ^nd  mife- 
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rj  bj  one  falfehood,  and  pra£lifes  the  fame  arts  upon  as  manj, 
as  he  can,  to  this  day.  Thus  is  he  the  father  of  liars :  and, 
if  we  are  fuch,  we  are  of  our  father  the  devil,  and  the  lujls  of 
our  Father  we  do  *.  But  the  diftinguiflied.  charafter  of  God 
is,  that  he  cannot  lie  f ,  and  we  ought  to  be  holy  as  he  is  holy  J. 
The  bleffed  Jefus  too  is  the  faithful  and  true  witnefs  §,  who 
did  no  Jin  f  neither  was  guile  found  in  his  mouth  ^ ;  who  for 
this  caufe  canu  into  the  world,  that  hejhould  hear  witnefs  to  the 
truth  II ,  and  laid  {down  his  life  to  redeem  us  from  all  iniqui^ 
ty**.  "therefore  fince  Chri/l  our  paffover  is  facrificed  for  us, 
let  us  keep  the  feajl^  not  with  the  leaven  of  malice  and  wicked^ 
nejs\  hut  with  the  unleavened  bread  of  truth  and  finceAty  ^  \ 
andfpeaking  the  truth  in  love,  grow  up  into  him  in  all  things^ 
which  is  the  head  even  ChrifiXt*  Again,  the  fpirit  of  grace  \^ 
is  the  fpirit  of  truth  alfo,  whofe  office  is  to  guide  us  into  alt 
truth  ^1f.  Faith  and  truth  are  amongft  his  fruits  ||  ||  in  thofe 
who  are  regenerated  by  him.  And  the  wifdom  which  is  from 
above,  is  without  hypocrify  *^*.  Lie  not  therefore  one  to  ano^ 
ther,  feeing  that  ye  have  put  off  the  old  man  with  his  deeds  i 
and  have  put  on  the  new  man,  which  is  renewed  in  knowledge^ 
after  the  image  of  him  that  created  him  f-j-f ,  Nor  doth  this  ap- 
pear, in  the  word  of  God,  to  be  more  our  duty,  than  our  in- 
tereft  in  refped  of  both  worlds.  For  in  the  prefent,  what  man 
is  he  that  lujleth  to  live,  and  would  fain  fee  good  days  ^  Keep 
thy  tongue  from  evil;  and  thy  lips,  that  they  f peak  no  guile  XXX* 
And  as  to  the  next.  If  any  man  jeem  to  he  religious,  and  hrid" 
leth  not  his  tongue,  this  marCs  religion  is  vaif^^^^.  All  liars 
JJmll  have  their  part  in  the  lake,  which  hurneth  with  fire  and 
Irimjlone  IfJUf.  And  there  Jhall  in  no  wife  enter  into  the  new 
Jerufalem  any  thing  that  defileth^  neither  whatfoever  worketh 
abomination,  or  maketh  a  li^  |J||||. 

*  John  viii.  44.  t  Tit.  i.  2.               }  i  Pet-  i.  15,  l6. 

J  Rev.  iii.  14.  ^  i  Pet.  ii.  22.         |  John  xviii.  37. 
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Matth.  xti.  36. 

£ut  I  fay  unto  you,  that  every  icUe  word,  that  men  Jhalt  fpeai^ 

they  Jhall  ghe  account  thereof  in  the  day.  of  judgment. 

QUR  blefled  Siviour,  whenever  his  hearers  were  perfans  of 
well-difpofed  minds,  and  free  from  prejudices,  taught  them 
the  duties  of  religion  in   the  plaineft  terms.     But  length  of 
time,   and  difference  of  language,   have  toade  fome  of  his  ex^ 
preffions,  even  on  fuch  occafions,  hard  to  be  umJerftood,  or  lia» 
ble  to  be  mifunderftood :   and  hence,  unlefs  we  are  both  up* 
rig;ht  and  confideratc,  maj  arife  miftakes  of  great  importance. 
For  if  we  interpret  thefe  paflages  with  too  much  indulgence 
to  ourfelves,  as  human  nature  is  very  prone  to  do,  we  corrupt 
the  purity  of  his  precepts,   and  endanger  our  own  falvation  \ 
firft  aiming  at  lefs  than  we  ought,  then  of  courfe  falling  fiiort 
of  that.     And  yet  the  oppofite  extreme,  of  ftraining  them  too 
high,  bath  feldom  done  good,,  and  often  harm ;  hath  deterred 
weak  fpirits  from  taking  the  burthen  of  religion   upon  them, 
entangled  fcrupulous  tempers  with  endlefs    perplexities,  and 
made  rigid  ones  uncharitable  and  fuperftitious :    given  the  e- 
remies  of  Chriflianity  opporttrnities  of  declaiming  againft  it, 
ss   unnaturally  fevere ;  and  tempted  the  catelefs  profeffors  of 
It,  after  rejcfting  as  they  well  might,   the  over  ftrift  fenfe  of 
fuch  phrafes  ;  not  to  take  the  pains  of  locking  for  any  other; 
but  go  on,  unreftrained  by  them,  to  live  as  they  pleafe.  I 

TIius  it  hath  happened  in  relation  to  the  text  of  fcrlpture, 
which  t  have  juft  read  to  you.  Some  few,  untlerftanding  by 
every  idle  word^  every  needlefs  or  trifling  one ;  and  by  ghin^ 
mccount^  being  condcmniBd>  have  either  forced  themfelves  to 
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an  abfard  refervednefs  and  filence  in  company,  or  been  very  un* 
ieafj,  that  they  were  unable  to  do  it ;  while  the  profdne  have 
lidiculed  both  theiti  and  the  gofpcl,  oh  that  account.  But  the 
generality  of  niankind,  foon  perceiving,  that  this  could  not  be 
the  meaning  of  the  words,  have  never  concerned  themfelves  to 
inquire  what  was  ;  but  have  freely  taken  all  the  fame  liberties 
in  difcourfe,  as  if  no  fuch  warning  had  ever  been  given  by  our 
bleffed  Lord. 

Now  that  he  was  far  from  the  intention  of  laying  down  un- 
fociable  rules  for  behaviour,  his  whole  charadler  fufficiently 
fhews ;  which  was  in  no  refpe£l  harfh  and  auftere,  but  humane 
and  converfible.  The  whole  temper  of  his  religion  proves  it 
yet  more  fully  i  it  is  an  eafy  yoke  *  ;  it  enjoins  wbatfoevet  things 
'ate  lovety  and  df  good  report  f ;  it  enjoins  particularly,  being 
courteous  %  \  of  which  being  affable  is  a  material  part :  and  this 
can  never  confifl  with  difapproving,  as  unlawful,  every  word 
that  might  have  been  fpared.  Difcourfe  on  fubjeds  of  little 
br  no  importance  is  as  neceffary,  at  times,  for  the  relaxation  of 
bur  minds,  ais  exercife  without  bufinefs  for  the  refrefbment  of 
bur  bodies.  It  is  a  proper  exertion  of  that  chearfulnefs,  which 
God  hath  plainly  defigned  us  to  fliew,  on  fniall  occafions^  as 
"Urell  as  great.  Befides,  it  wins  and  engages  thofe,  whom  fpeecb- 
lefs  or  fententious  gravity  naight  not  only  difpleafe,  but  prepof- 
fefe  againft  every  tiling  good :  whereas  obferving,  even  in  flight 
matters,  the  apoftle's  rulej  of  graceful  fpeech^  (for  fo  the  beft 
interpreters  underftand  what  is  tranflated  fpeecb  with  grace) 
feafoned  with  Jalt^  that  We  may  know  how  we  ought  to  anfwer 
every  man  ^^  both  exprefTes  and  increafes  mutual  good-will ; 
iand  enables  us,  from  being  innocently  entertaining,  to  become 
ferioufly  u/efiil.  We  may  be  fure  tfiereforfe,  tbat  whatever  dif^ 
courfe  hath  this  general  good  tendency,  and  no  bad  one,  be  there 
otherwife  ever  fo  little  ufe  or  fifttificancy  in  it,  cannot  Be  in 
any  blameable  fenfe,  idle  wordsi 

And  indeed,  if  we  look  into  ^^hat  precedes  the  text,  we  flxall- 
find  it  was  not  occafioned  by  perfonjs  faying  more  than  they 
needed,  but  other  things  than  they  ought.  And  therefore  learn- 
ed men  have  fuppofed  this  phrafe,  of  idle  words,  to  be  one  bf 
thofie  many,  iii  all  writers,  which  imply  more  than  they  ex- 
prefs.     In  fcripture,  unfruitful  works  ofdarknefs  \  means  per- 

VdL.  I.  Q;^q  nicious 
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nicious  works  :  what  is  unprofitable  for  you  *,  means,  what 
would  be  hurtful  to  you.  In  common  fpcech,  a  worthlefs  man 
is  one,  who,  befides  having  no  good,  hath  much  harm  in  him. 
And  thus  they  underftand  an  idle  word  to  be  not  merely  an  ufe- 
lefs,  but  a  falfe  affertion,  which  is,  almoft  always,  at  the 
fame  time,  in  one  way  or  other>  an  injurious  one  :  fuch  as  evi- 
dently thofe  were,  of  which  our  Saviour  is  here  fpeaking.  An- 
interpretation,  that  undoubtedly  removes  all  appearance  of 
harflinefs  from  this  part  of  his  doclrine,  and  is  not  without  fup- 
port  from  the  ufe  of  the  term  in  old  writers.  Yet  ftill,  the 
folemn  form  of  introduction,  But  I  fay  unto  yoisy  feldom,  if 
ever,  ufed  by  him,  wlien  he  taught  only  common  and  known 
truths,  inclines  one  ftrongly  to  look  for  fomewhat  farther,  than 
a  bare  declaration,  that  injurious  and  calunmiating  language  is 
finful.  And,  in  faft,  the  expreflion,  idle  words^  in  the  Jewi/b 
language,  fonietimes  denotes  all  fuch,  as  make  up  the  carelefs 
eafy  converfation  of  our  leifure-time  :  agreeably  to  which,  the 
writers  in  it  mention  them,  often  with  contempt,  or  lower 
marks  of  diflike,  as  there  ,is  too  o&en  caufe  :  but  now  and  then 
alfo  with  a  degree  of  praife  :  as  when  a  noted  commentator  of 
theirs,  who  lived  above  500  years  ago  f  ^  explains  that  paffage 
in  the  firft  pfalm,  ^w  leaf  alfo  fhaU  not  wither^  from  rabbins 
yet  older  than  himfelf,  thus :  that  even  the  idle  tali,  fo  he  ex- 
preffes  it,  of  a  good  man  ought  to  be  regarded:  themoftfuper- 
fluous  things  he  faith,  are  always  of  fome  value.  And  other 
ancient  authors  have  the  fame  phrafe  nearly  in  the  fame 
fenfe. 

Our  Saviour  therefore  probably  intended  here  to  fay,  that  we 
foall  give  an  account^  in  the  day  of  judgment,  of  our  moft  un- 
guarded and  unmeaning  difcourfe^  Not  that  we  fliall  be  char- 
ged with  the  whole  of  it,  as  criminal.  God  forbid  !  We 
ina^  as  >v«ll  be  charged  with  every  needlefs  inarticulate  found, 
or  bodily  gefture  J.  The  apollle  fpeaks  of  perfons  giving  their 
account  with  joy  §.  And  fo  may  we  give  ours,  even  concerning 
this  part  of  our  converfation,  if  we  take  care  to  be  fuch  as  we 
ought.  For  maie  the  tree  good:  and  both  the  fruit  ^  and  the 
leaves  will  be  fo  too.     The  full  fenfe  of  the  tdxt  then  is,  that 

not 
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not  only  our  ftudied  and  deliberate,  but  our  fligliter  and  more 
negligent  words,  as  well  as  aftions,  will,  in  proportion  to  their 
weight,  have  an  influence  on  the  future  determination  of  our 
everlafting  ftate.  It  appears,  from  what  goes  before,  that 
fome  of  the  Jews  had  been  maliciouflj-  afcribing '  the  miracles 
or  Ghriil  to  infernal  powers.  Others,  without  queftion,  as  it 
always  happens,  had  thmightlefsly  taken  up  and  fprcad  the  no- 
tion, which  they  had  heard.  He  therefore,  after  confuting  the 
former,  lets  the  latter  alfo  know  their  Ihare  of  the  guilty  by 
adding,  that,  on  every  occafion,  out  of  the  abundance  of  the  hearty 
the  mouth  fpeaketh*  A  good  man^  out  of  the  good  treafure  of 
the  hearty  hringeth  forth  good  things  :  and  an  evil  man^  out  of 
the  evil  treafure^  hringeth  forth  evil  things.  Then  he  gjes  on  : 
But  I  fay  unto  you^  that  every  idle  wordy  that  menjhall  fpeai^ 
they  Jhall  give  account  thereof  in  the  day  of  judgment.  For  by 
thy  words  thou  Jhalt  he  Jujiified^  and  by  thy  words  thqujbalt 
he  condemned  *• 

Defigned  expreffions,  in  difcourfc,  of  impiety  towards  God, 
injuftice  to  man,  difregard  to  virtue  or  decency,  can  proceed 
only  from  an  abandoned  ht-art.  But  the  converfat'on  of  moft 
-perfons  is  full  of  unobferved  faults  and  bad  tendencies  :  which, 
like  a  multitude  of  fmall  expences,  make  us  debtors  beyond 
what  we  could  imagine ;  and  by  continual,  though  {lighter  im- 
prelfions  on  our  morals  and  piety,  gradually  umlermrne  what 
the  moft  violent  open  affault  could  not  have  overturned.  Each 
particular  offence  appears  a  trifle  :  fome,  taken  alone,  almoll 
Imperceptible  ;  they  difguife  themfelves  under  the  Ihew  of  that 
chearful  freedom,  without  which  human  life  would  be  quite 
uncon^fortable :  and  thus  a  number  of  eneniies,  entering  fingle, 
form  a  body  at  length,  that  mafters  the  pkce.  Now  though 
It  may  ieem  no  great  ove^fight  to  admit  one  or  two  of  thefe  ; 
yet  not  to  be  alarmed  as  they  increafe  upon  us,  is  unpardonable 
want  of  care.  Therefore,  to  acquaint  ourfelves  better  with  the 
danger,  and  the  means  of  guarding  againft  it,  let  us  confidcr, 
how  conunon  it  is  to  fpeak  in  a  very  unfit  manner,  chiefly 
through  inconfideraten^fs,  of  religion,  moral  virtue,  and  ,one  * 
^nother. 

J.  Of  religion.  Both  prudence  and  good  breeding,  not  to 
fay,  a  little  diftruft  of  their  own  abilities  and-  impartiality, 
Plight  induce  even  thofe,  who  have  examined  its  authority  and- 

Q^q  2  doubii 
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doubt  of  its  truth,  if  aaj  fuch  there  be,  ftill  to  be  (by  of  declar- 
ing  againft  what  many  others,  and  poffibly  fome  of  equal  abi- 
lities,  after  as  full  an  examination,  bold  facred.  And  yet  (uch 
as  have  never  examined  in  the  leaft,  nor  once  put  a  <jueftion  to 
themfelves  about  it,  can,  vi^ith  a  moft  contemptuous  negligence, 
take  for  granted  the  falfehood  of  the  moft  awful  truths,  and 
talk  upon  that  fuppofition,  in  fp  affured  and  eafy  a  manner,  as 
if  nobody  differed  from  them.  Whenever  they  do  chance  to 
hear  of  an  argument,  that  feems  to  make  for  them,  they  ap- 
plaud it,  even  without  undcrftandmg  it.  But  a  jeft  they  look 
on,  as  fuperior  to  all  argument :  and  if  any  text  of  fcripture 
can  have  an  unfair  ludicrous  turn  given  it,  or  any  article  of 
faith  be  mifreprefented  into  an  abfurdity,  this  they  triumph  in, 
without  mercy.  Now  whatever  excufe  there  may  be  for  the 
4oubts,  or  the  miftal^es,  of  inquifitive  and  humble  minds :  yet 
when  the  ignorant  or  thoughtlrfs  take  upon  them  to  defpife  the 
laws  of  heaven,  without  pretence  for  it ;  and  m^ke  the  nobleft 
hopes  •f  human  nature,  the  theme  of  their  fcom  and  ridicule : 
this  is  a  moft  heinous  kind  of  idle  difcourfe. 

But  there  is  another  fort,  though  not  fo  fliocking,  yet-  more 
extenfively  mifchievous  :  when  they,  ^ho  profefs  religion,  and 
think  they  are  ferious  in  the  profeiGon,  as  furely,  if  it  be  a 
truth,  it  is  the  moft  ferious  one  that  can  be,  allow  themfelves. 
inadvertently  in  faying  what  tends  to  its  ru^in :  when  they  fpeak 
with  difregard  of  the  appointed  methods  of  fupporting  it  in  the 
world  ;  when  they  join  in  Ipofe  harangues  againft  enthufiafm 
aild  fuperftition,  without  putting  in  due  cautions  to  diftinguiffi 
them  from  the  moft  rational  feelings  of  love,  and  marks  of  re- 
fped,  to  our  Maker,  Redeemer,  and  Sanftifier,  which  Chrif- 
tianity  hath  enjoined :  when  they,  who  by  no  means  intend  to 
be  profane,  repeat,  the  profane  things  that  others  have  faid  oj? 
done,  with  indulgence  and  pleafure :  when  they  carry  on  dif- 
courfe, that  reflefts  upon  dpclrines,  which  they  themfelves  in- 
wardly believe ;  and  treat  duties  with  indifference^  or  even  con- 
tempt, which  at  the  fame  time  they  acknowledge,  and,  it  may 
be,  praftife,  as  duties.  This  unmeaning  complisuice  with  fa- 
fliionable  talk,  which  they  might  eafily  avoid,  yet  not  be  re^ 
markable ;  or  if  thoy  were,  it  would  be  to  their,  honour ;  briugf 
them  by  degrees  to  think  flightly  of  what  they  have  be^  at 
fefting  to  fpeak  flightly  of;  till  their  piety  w^es  a^way  into 
ajpi  empty  form  :  and  it  is  feldow  lopg,  before  they  grow  aflia- 
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lued  of  even  that.  Thus  is  their  mouth  thtir  dxftruBion^  and 
their  lips  the  fnare  of  their  fouls  * .  At  leaft  they  lead  others 
into  a  wrong  way,  who  are  afterwards  tempted  to  go  farther  j 
they  permit  themfelves  to  be  fufpecled ;  they  dcfert  the  defence 
of  religioa,  whefi  it .  wants  all  poi&ble  help  ;  and  are  falfe  to 
their  own  caulie.  All  good  men  therefore  fliould  be  very  care- 
ful, that  their  outward  appearance  do  not  contradid  their  in* 
ward  faith..  Doubdefs  there  are  feafons,  in  which  pieafantry 
is  proper :  but  there  are  fubjefts,  on  which  it  is  never  proper; 
and  religion  is  one.  Abruptly  intruding  grave  maxims  into 
the  midft  of  mirtht  without  any  thing  to  call  for  thein,  would 
be  difguftful  and  abfurd.  But  ilill,  whatever  difference  of  man* 
ner  different  qccaiions  may  require,  as  they  cerra^iily  require  a 
very  great  one  j  we  fliould  always  continue  the  fame  in  our 
gayeft  hours,  that  we  are  in  our  moft  ferious  ;  and  preferve  an 
unifofmity  of  chara&er  throughout.  Nor  can  there  •  be  any 
cbara&er  more  confiflent  or  amiable,  than  theirs,  whom  duti* 
fal  regard  Xo  the  greateft  and  be£t  of  Beings  influences,  not  only 
to  be  juft  and  good  in  their  behaviour,  but  fometimes  inilruc- 
tive,  fometimes  entertaining,  always  iniiocent,  in  their  conver* 
iation. 

This  bead  of  irreligious  idle  words  could  not  have  been  con- 
cluded, without  fevere  animadverfions  cm  the  monflrous  cuilom 
Qf  unmeaning  oaths  and  imprecations,  if  the  fiofulnefs  of  it 
were  not  fo  notorious,  and  fo  often  fet  before  you,  that  I  hope 
yoo  can  have  no  doubt,  bat  fuch  language  will  be  a  dreadful 
irticle  of  account  in  the  day  of  judgment.  Let  us  therefore 
proceed  to  confider, 

II.  What  fort  of  ufage  moral  virtue  frequently  meets  with, 
ia  our  familiar  difcourfe :  not  from  any  premeditated  deCga 
^ainft  it ;  for  that  belongs  to  another  fubjedl ;  but  principally 
through  inadvertency.  How  favourably  are  moft  of  ns  apt  to 
fpeak  even  of  grols  vices,  when  high  rank,  or  fuperficial  agree- 
ahlenefs^  give  them  a  falfe  luftre  ;«  and  how  commonly  do  wc 
treat  the  bafeft  and  moft  cruel  behaviour,  that  men  are  guilty 
of  inpurfuxt  of  their  pleafure,  as  matter  of  diverfion  only;  as 
no  exceptions  againft  their  chara^ers,  but  rather  perhaps  a  kind 
of  recommendation !  How  imperfedlly  fometimes  is  the  de- 
Macy  of  cotiverfation  preferved  amongft  perfons  of  tolerably 
good  repute ;  in  direft  contradidion  to  the  apoftle^s  precept, 

let 
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Lit  no  corrupt  communicatioH  proceed  out  of  your  mouth* :  and 
with  what  ftrange  indulgence  are  offences  of  this  kind  ufually 
received  I  How  thoughtlefslj  do  many  applaud  and  propagate 
irile  notions  of  human  nature,  that  tend  only  to  make  it  yet 
viler  ;.  and  gratify  a  prepofterous  vanity,  by  rcprefenting  their 
fpecies  worfe,  than  it  is.  Concerning  themfelves  indeed,  the 
patrons  of  fuch  opiniojis  may,  in  a  good  meafure,  deferve  be- 
lieL  Yet  even  they  are  not  quite  fo  bad,  as  they  abfurdly  en- 
deavour  to  have  it  imagined,  all  mankind  are  \  How  many 
again  will  defend  immoralities,  of  which  they  would  by  no 
means  be  guilty  :  and  are  profligate  in  their  difcourfe,  while 
tbey  are  regular  in  their  lives  !  Nor  doth  it  content  us  always, 
\j  our  idle  talk  to  keep  wi^kednefs  in  countenance :  but  wc 
lay  virtue  under  pofitiye  difcouragements.  Modefty  and  chaf- 
tity,  in  one  fe::^  at  leail,  with  too  many  is  a  matter  of  great  railr 
lery.  Of  uprightnefs  and  bonefty,  on  fome  occafions,  we  fpeak 
with  but  a  contemptuous  kind  of  approbation  at  beft.  Patience 
and  forgivenef$  of  injuries  w^  treat  as  downright  meali-fpirited* 
nels  ^  4'^^^^^^^^  i^  pondud,  as  a  formal  diiagreeable  thing  ^  fra«» 
gality  as  an  odious  one,  though  requiiite  for  the  purpofes  of 
juftice,  or  made  fubfervient  to  thofe  of  charity.  But  efpecially 
\yhere  difadvantageous  peculiarities  throw  my  thing  of  a  fliady 
on  the  trueft  merit ;  we  are  extremely  apt  to  condemn  and, ri- 
dicule in  the  grofs,  what,  however  clouded,  we  ought  to  diftin- 
g.4:ii{h,  and  mention  with  due  honour.  A  little  ungracefalneis 
of  behaviour,  at  meannefs  of  appearance^  or  defed  in  point  of 
abilities,  or  ignoranoe  of  the  world,  though  accompanied  with  j\ 
worthy  heart,  fliall  provoke  a  harder  cenfure  from  us,  thatfa 
xnifchievous  turn  of  mind,  or  a  vicious  courfe  of  behaiviour : 
naj  we  can  fancy  clrcumftances,  when  we  find  none,  to  render, 
good  qualities  defpicable.  Then  while  we  thus  depreciate  real 
virtues,  we  exalt  imaginary  ones  into  their  places  :  falfe  honour, 
falfe  good-nature ;  which  lead  often  to  the  wurft  of  crimes,  and 
difguife  them  under  the  beft  of  names.  In  ihort,  the  converf(N 
tion,  even  of  thofe  who^  are  counted  ,  virtuous,  by  others  and 
themfelves,  goes  a  great  deal  too  'much,  without  their  attending 
to  it,  on  maxims  diredly  contrary  to  the  principlesi  which  they' 
avow  :  and  places  both  the  condnfl;  and  enjoyment  oif  life  upon 
a  wrong  footing.  For  inftance  :  are  we  not  perpetually  fpcakf 
in^  of  this  prefeut  world,  as  if  it  were  ou^^ ;  nay^  of  the  out- 
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I  ward  fliew  of  things  here,  as  if  it  were  the  true  and  only  happi. 
I  nefs  of  man  ?  What  impreflion  muft  this  make^  by. degrees, 
I  on  the  minds  of  thofe  who  hear  us :  indeed  on  our  own  ?  By* 
!  thoughtlefslj  talking  thus  upon  miftaken  fuppoiitions,  we  ikaii 
come  a^  length  to  forget  thej  are  fuch ;  and  wSt  at  leaft  like 
I  thofe,  who  think  them  true;  But  let  us  now  coniider, 
I  IlL  How  wrongly  we  treat  each  other,  in  our  carelefs  eafy 
I  difcourfe  ;  not  from  deliberate  ill  will,  but  bj  way  of  amuTe- 
!    ment. 

One  raifes  an  idle  ftory,  to  divert  the  company^  at  the  ex^ 
pence  of  a  perfoH,  who,  it  may  be,   hdth  not  given  the  leail 
;    ground  for  it.     A  fecond  catches  what  he  hears  $  perhaps  be- 
i    lieves  it  too  haftily ;  perhaps  doth  not  believe  it,  but  tells  it 
notwithftanding :  a  third  fills  it  up  with  plaufible  circumftan- 
;     ces :  the  general  voice  repeats  it :  and  then,  what  every  one 
I    (ays,  paiTes  for  certain :  efpecially  if  the  compofition  be  feafoned 
I     with   a  fmall  fpice    of  wit,  it  is   univerfally   reliihed,    and 
lafis   for    a  long  time.      But,   if  befides,  it  leffens    an   ho- 
■     nourable  chara^er ;  inftead  of  doubting,  or  being  forry,  peo^ 
r    pie  echo  it  with  immoderate  joy :   and  yet  every  one  thinks 
himfelf  clear  of  all  blame,  becaufe   he    means    only  enter- 
tainment.    Poflibly  he  did :   and  yet,  as  neither  he,  nor  they 
that  heard  him,  would  have  been  near  fo  much  entertained  with 
a  good  report,  as  an  ill  one ;  there  is  almoft  always  at  the  bot- 
tom of  this  pra&ice,  a  latent  malignity  of  heart  againft  our  fel- 
low-creatures ^  our  brethren^for  wbcm  Chrijl  died  *,  and  whom 
!     both  nature  and  religion  command  us  to  love.     But  whatever 
^     the  principle  be,  the  effefts  are  very  bad.     Unthinking  licen- 
tioufnefs  of  fpeech,  concerning  perfons  of  high  rank,  may  en- 
danger even  a  nation's  peace.     And  yet  what  numbers    are 
there,  that  will  venture  to  afferr,  without  the  leaft  diffidence, 
whatever  fuits  their  humour,  on  matters,  which  perhaps  they 
know  nothing  of:  and  when  once  they  are  got  into  the  road 
of  .talk,  quicken  their  pace,  without  perceiving  it ;  and  will  go 
any  length,  to  keep  one  another  company :  fo  that,  to  ufe  the 
terms  of  fcripture,  the  beginning  of  the  words  of  their  mouth  is 
foolijhnefs  :  and  the  end^  mifchievous  madnefs  f .     But  in  private 
life,  no  one  can  tell,  what  unhappy  confequences  a  falCe  report 
to  t^e  difadvantage  of  another,  though  feemingly  in  a  trifie, 
may.have.     Or  if  it  were  a  true  report ;  let  us  alk  ourfelves'y 
how  could  our  tempers,  hpw  indeed  would  our  charafters  bear, 
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iliat  tvttj  thing,  which  is  true  of  us,  fhould  be  fpread  abroad  i 
And  were  the  perfon,  who  had  done  it,  to  fay  in  his  own  de- 
fence, that  he  had  no  deiign  of  hurting  ns ;  when  however  he 
had  no  regard;  whether  he  hurt  us  or  nt)t ;  would  this  appear 
a  fufficient  plea  ?  The  harm  done  is  not  the  lefs,  c^en  tb^ 
greater,  for  the  negligent  manner  it  is  done  in.  That  procures 
belief:  whereas  ^apparent  malice,  or  paflion,  would  render  what 
we  fay  fufpeded  Befides,  anger  is  freqiitntly  founded  on  pro^ 
Vocations,  that  a  little  excufe  the  injuries  it  doth  :  but  indo- 
lently treading  under  foot  the  reputations  of  others,  id  Wdiiton 
cruelty ;  that  with  the  gayeft-  indiff  rfence  delirers  perfons  byer 
to  reproach  or  contempt,  it  may  be  for  life,  rather  than  an  ill-na- 
tured ftory,  or  a  lucky  turn  of  words,  fliall  be  loft  ;  that  puts 
the  good  name  of  another,  on  which  his  all  may  depend,  into 
the  balance,  and  lets  the  love  of  talk,  the  vanity  of  having  ear- 
ly inteiligence,  or  any  other  filly  fancy,  outweigh  it;  Every 
(me  ihould  ft  rive  indeed  to  make  fuch  converfation  harmlelk, 
by  expreffing  a  difregard  and  diflike  to  it.  But;  a3  this  viB 
never  be  done  effedually  ;  fo,  if  it  were,  the  guilt  of  thefe  cha- 
ritable communicators  would  be  much  the  fame ;  for  they  cer- 
tainly dfd  not  defign  to  be  thus  infignificant* 

There  is  yet  another,  and  frequently  a  more  fatal  way  ftill; 
of  injuring  others  by  unmeaning  difcourfe  :  when,  merely  to 
enliven  the  prefent  hour,  we  give  them,  with  falfe  civility,  a 
higher  opinion  of  their  ov^u  accompliihments,  or  our  efteem  of 
them,  or  good  intentions  towards  them,  than  we  ought.  Manj 
ridiculous  mifiakes,  and  many  ferious  inconveniences,  are  men 
thus  drawn  into  :  they  lofe  the  little  knowledge  they  had  of 
themfelves ;  afFeft  what  mifbecomes  them,  attempt  what  they 
are  unequal  to ;  and  take  wrong  fteps  in  life,  that  always  es- 
pofe,  and  often  ruin  them :  to  the  great  diverfion,  fometimes, 
of  tliofe,  who  (hould  be  otherwife  moved  at  feeing  the  mifchicf 
to  which  they  have  contributed. 

Thefe  inftances,  without  feeking  for  more,  abundantly  flicw 
the  need  of  Watching  over  our  freeft  and  eaficft  converfatioo^ 
and  the  juftice  of  its  undergoing  God*s  final  penfiire.  Zo,  there 
is  not  a  word  in  my  tongue^  but  tbouj  O  Lord^  knoweft  it  alto* 
^etber  *.  And  whatever  he  obferves,  whether  good  or  bad  in 
us,  the  righteous  judge  of  the  whole  earth  will  accordingly  re- 
ward or  punifii.  Perhaps  we  may  not  particularly  forefee  the 
harm  we  do  by  our  irreligious,  immoral,  or  injurious  idle 

words: 
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words :  but  we  cannot  help  forefeeing,  that  not  a  little  may 
arife  from  them:  and  it  muft  be,  in  general;  a  wrong  turn  of 
mind,  that  prompts  us  to  them.  For  as  the  fruit  declareih  if 
the  tree  have  been  drejjed ;  fo  is  the  utterance  of  a  conceit  in  the: 
heart  of  man*.  It  is  very  true,  that  the  government  of  the 
tongue  at  all  times  is  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  :  and  if  any 
one  offend  not  in  word^  the  fame  is  a  perfeB  man  f,  indeed-  But 
ftill  we  might  offend  much  lefs  than  we  do,  and  approach  much 
nearer  to  this  perfedlion,  would  we  but  often  recolleft,  that  for 
thefe  things  alfo  God  ivill  bring  us  into  judgment  %  :  a  confider- 
atioQ,  that  fliould  make  us,  like  the  pfalmift,  ikeep  our  mouthy  as 
it  were  with  a  bridle  § . 

PolEbly  it  may  be  objefted,  that  fuch  attention  as  this  would 
embarrafs  converfation  with  endlefs  reft  mints,  which  will  make 
it  quite  difagreeable :  and  the  awe  of  religion  in  our  chearful 
moments,  damp  the  whole  pleafure  of  fociety.  Nor  can  it  be 
denied,  that  obferving  rules  in  their  difcourfe,  would,  to  fome 
perfons,  for  fome  time,  be  a  grievous  tailc.  But  fo  it  is  in  eve- 
Xj  thing  that  we  undertake  to  learn,  efpecially  if  we  haver  learnt 
wrong  before  :  and  yet  we  fliall  never  learn  to  good  purppfe, 
without  obferving  rules  :  and  the  clofer  pains  we  take  at  firft, 
the  more  graceful  and  eafier  figure  we  fliall  make  afterguards, 
in  performances  of  any  kind.  Men  of  underftanding  and  ap- 
plication may  Toon  qualify  themfelves  to  be  very  entertaining 
on  harmlefs  and  ufeful  fubjefts  :  and  confequently  running  in- 
to others  muft  imply,  either  low  abilities,  or  bad  dilpofirions, 
or  criminal  though tleffiiefs.  But  if  converfation  doth  lofc,  by 
dae  regulations,  a  little  of  its  poignancy ;  it  lofes  its  venom 
too:  and  furely  the  delight  of  hearing,  or  faying,  iiriproper 
lively  things,  may  well  be  given  up,  to  avoid  the  exquifite  un- 
eaSnefs  they  fometimes  caufe,  and  )the  various  ill  efiefts  they 
generally  have.  As  for  the  awe  of  religion  :  were  it  in  our 
choice,  whether  there  fliould  be  an  infpeftor  of  our  a£lions  and 
Words  and,  thoughts,  or  not ;  it  might  defe^ve  coniideration, 
what  influence  on  the  comfort  of  our  beings  that  infpe£l:ion 
would  have.  But  fince  we  know  there  is  one,  under  whofe 
eye  we  live  continually ;  our  only  concern  is  to  fuit  our  belia- 
viour  to  this  our  condition,  be  it  more  pleafing,  or  be  it  lefe. 
Not  that  in  reality  tliere  could  be  a  happier,  than  fubjedlion  to 
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his  fatherly  care,  who  copfiders  our  fr^tme,  and  knfuweth 
whereof  we  are  made  * :  who  hath  given  us  every  prin- 
ciple of  joy  and  delight,  that  belongs  to  our  nature;  and 
approves  of  the  innocent  ufe  of  them  all.  But  then  the 
inoft  indulgent  fuperior,  that  will  preferve  himfelf  a  fuperior, 
as  God  affuredly  will,  muft  require  fo  much  regard  to  his  pre- 
fence,  as  fhall  reftrain  us,  not  only  from  wilful  and  flagrant  af- 
fences,  but  fron>  that  fupine  negligence,  which,  though  it  be 
ihjewn  in  lefler  inftanccs  only,,  yet,  by  the  inceffant  repetition 
of  them,  argues  grejit  difregard  :  fuch,  that,  were  we  to  confi- 
der  purfelves  only  as  God's  creatures,  we  fhould  be  obliged  to 
avoid  confcientioufly.  But  if  we  confider  ourfelves  as  fallen, 
iinful,  ^edeeipcd  creatures,  redeemed  by  the  love  of  him,  whom 
ifwc  love  we  mujl  keep  his  commandments  \j  and  whofe  wrath 
we  (hall  not  ejcape^  if  we  negUB  fo  gr^at  fahation  X^  bere  will 
be  additional  motives  of  the  ftrongeft  fort,  not  only  to  Jet  a, 
Kvatch  before  our  mouths^  and  keep  the  door  qfour  lips  §,  but  to 
purify  our  hearts  ||,  through  faith  in  him  :  and  when  we  have 
^hus,  for  there  is  no  other  way,  healed  the  fount  aiuy  then  it  will 
fend  forth  fweet  water  ^ :  then,  if  the  fenfe  of  our  obligations, 
and  our  danger,  ii^  this  refpeft,  fliould^  as  it  will,  by  reprefent- 
ing  co^iverfation  i^  a  different  light,  from  what  we  had  feen  it 
in  before,  moderate  our  fondnefs  for  it ;  leflfen  the  time  we  fpend 
in  it,  and  the  fliare  w?  take  to  ourfelves  of  it ;  make  us  cau- 
tious of  faying  more  than  hath  at  leaft  a  general  good  tendency, 
^nd  careful  to  a  greater  degree,  in  proportion  as  we  are  obliged 
to  live  more  in  company,  and  as;  our  difcourfe  will  be  more  re- 
garded there :  we  (hall  plainly  perceive,  that  no  manner  of 
harm  follows,  but  more  good  than  a  little,  by  the  leifure  we 
thus  gain  for  ferious  thought,  valuable  books,  and  requifite  em-* 
ployments  of  feveral  kinds.  A  more  thorough  acquaintance^ 
\n  retirement,  with  ourfelves  and  our  duty,  our  own  affairs 
5ind  ufeful  knowledge,  will  fend  us  back  into  company,  fron^ 
time  to  time,  greatly  improye4,  both  in  proper  fubjeds  of  dif- 
pourfe,  and  proper  cautipns  for  fpeaking  of  them  in  fuch  a 
jns^nner,  as  to  be  at  once  agreeable,  innocent,  and  inftruftive. 
Thus  prepared  by  the  cool  refleftipns  of  folitude,  we  might  en- 
joy the  full  pkafure  of  fociety,  tvithout  any  remorfe  enfuing : 
and  turn  that  part  of  our  lives,  iii  which  too  commonly  our  bell 

incliuJltionsi 

♦  Pf.  ciii.  i4.        t  John  xiv.  15.         ♦  Upb.  ii.  3.         §  ?C  CxlL  3, 
P  Aifts  XV.  9.         \  2  Kings  ii.  21.    James  iii.  \l. 


inclinations  wither  away,  and  many  bad  ones  take  deep  root, 
into  a  continual  exercife  of  benefiting  our  fellow- creatures,  and 
advancing  ourfelves  in  the  favour  of  our  Maker^  For,  to  any 
one  thus  difpofed,  numberlefs  opportunities  would  occur,  at  fuch 
times,  of  communication^  wbi(^b  is  good  to  the  ufe  of  edifying  and 
minijlering  grace  unto  the  hearers ''^i  opportunities  of  making 
religion  and  morals  look  phearful  and  amiable  ;  of  infinuating 
feafonable  advice ;  of  foftening  rugged  tempers  ;  of  confirming 
right  refolutions,  and  putting  wrong  behaviour  out  of  counte- 
nance. And  in  proportion  as  the  natural  or  acquired  abilities 
of  men  are  greater,  or  their  rank  fecures  to  them  more  regard, 
the  more  extenfively  ferviceable  they  may  be  in  this  way.  But 
where  all  thefe  advantages  meet  together  in  an  eminent  degree^ 
it  is  inexpreffible,  what  bleflings  to  mankind  they,  who  enjoy 
them,  fiiight  be,  would  they  but  ufe  them  well.  For  then, 
not  only  the  bufier  part  of  their  time  would  be  fpent  in  pro- 
moting piety  and  virtue,  prudence  and  happinefs  ;  but  their 
moll  difengaged  and  frceft  hours  become  feafons  of  delightful 
improvement  to  all  about  them ;  in  which,  imitating  the  kind-* 
ly  influenfces  of  hearen,  their  do£frine  would  drop  as  the  rain^ 
their  fpeech  dijiil  its  the  dev^  :  as  the  fmall  rain  upon  the  tend$f 
herh^  and  as  thejbowers  upon  the  grafs  f. 

•  Epli.  iv.  29.  t  beut.  xxxti.  a* 
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Ephesians  iv.  26. 
Be  ye  angry  ^  and  Jin  not. 

npHE  nature  of  Almighty  God  being  abfolutcly  perfeft  and 
uncompounded,  neither  paffions  nor  affe£lions,  properly  fo 
called,  have  any  place  in  it:  but  his  anions  all  proceed  from 
uniform  and  unmixed  regard  to  truth  and  equity.  His  crea- 
tures, incapable  of  attaining  to  be  in  any  refpeft  what  he  is, 
fall  fliort  of  it  indifferent  degrees,  from  thofe  fpirits  above,  that 
approach  neareft  to  pure  intelligence,  though  infinitely  diftant 
from  it,  to  theloweft  inhabitants  of  earth,  which  have  no  other 
guide  than  appetites  aiid  inftinfts.  Man  is  of  a  middle  rank; 
and  partakes,  almoll  equally,  of  inferior  principles  to  excite  and 
move  him,  where  reafon  would  be  infufficient,  and  of  reafon  to 
dirc*^  and  reftrain  thefe,  where  elfe  they  would  take  a  wrong 
couffe,  or  exceed  proper  bounds.  Our  proportion  therefore  of 
lower  faculties,  though  a  proof  that  we  are  very  imperfect, 
contrftjutes  to  our  being  en  the  whole  lefs  fo,  than  we  fliouid 
have  been ;  and  a  due  regulation  of  them  by  the  higher,  will 
make  us  continually  more  perfect  than  we  are.  This  is  the 
great  employment  allotted  us  by  our  Maker  here  on  earth: 
which  indeed  wc  often  find  much  pain  in  attempting,  but  (hould 
fufFer  much  greater  by  negleding,  and  ftiall  be  rewarded  e;er. 
nally  for  performing. 

Nov/,  acccrditig  to  the  feveral  kinds  of  our  inward  difpcfi- 
tions,  the  mord  difcipline  of  them  varies.  Some,  as  the  bene- 
volent fort,  rcauire  chiefly  to  be  ftrengthened  :  fome  again,  is 
the  irafcible,  to  be  kept  in  fubjeaion.  And  indeed  our  anger 
is  fo  hard  to  be  governed,  and  the  caufe  of  fuch  dreadful  eviU, 
wheu  it  is  not  governed  j  that  no  woQder,  if  great  and  wife 
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men  have  feemed  to  fpeak  of  it,  as  totally  and  eflentially  vici- 
ous ;  as  requiring  to  be,  not  only  moderated  but  rooted  out. 
Yet,  as  thofe  parts  of  the  outward  frame  of  nature,  whicii  have 
produced  at  any  time  the  moft  frightful  effeds,  appear  not  with- 
Handing,  on  due  iuquiry,  beneficial  conftituents  of  that  whole, 
which  the  Creator  originally  pronounced  to  be  good ;  let  us  not 
condemn,  without  referve,  this  part  of  our  inward  frame; 
which  he  hath  planted  in  our  breads,  otherwife  it  had  never 
exifted  there  ;  and  which,  in  condefcenfion  to  our  underfland- 
ings,  he  hath  afcribed  to  himfelf. 

Refentraent  is,  in  its  primitive  nature,  a  juft  and  generous 
mt5vement  of  the  mind,  expreffing  thatdifpleafure  againft  ill 
aflions,  which  they  dcferve  :  and,  in  our  hearts  at  leail,  fuch 
difapprobation  of  what  is  wrong  feems  infeparably  conneded 
with  approving  what  is  right.  From  this  principle,  applied  to 
ourfelves,  we  feel  a  fcorn  of  bafenefs  and  vice,  that  prompts  us 
to  rejed  it  with  difdaiij,  when  we  are  tempted  to  "it  r  or  a  con- 
fequent  felf-diflike,  if  we  have  fallen  under  the  temptation, 
which  doth  not  eafily  allow  us  any  reft,  till  we  have  returned 
to  our  duty.  The  fame  principle,  pointed  towards  our  fellow- 
creatures,  deters  them  from  enterprifing  wickednefs,  and  invi- 
gorates us  to  refift  it  :  or,  if  it  be  already  committed,  ftirs  us 
up  to  fet  before  them  the  oiFenfivenefs  of  their  conduft  in  fo 
ilrong  a  lii5ht,  as  may  induce  them  to  reform  it.  And  thus 
anger,  though  it  defigns  to  give  uneafinefs,  is  fo  very  different 
from  hatred,  as  to  be  often  the  beft  proof  of  love.  But  when 
juft  indignation  cannot  amend  the  faulty,  then  it  conies  in 
properly  to  punifli  them :  to  counterbalance  that  exceffive  ten- 
dernefs,  to  which,  however  amiable,  it  would  in  fon^e  cafes 
be  a  fatal  weaknefs  to  yield,  and  fupport  us  in  the  painful 
'  work  of  executing  wrath  on  him  that  doth  evil  *. 

Thus  ufefui  and  important  is  this  paffion :  by  which  our 
Saviour  himfelf  was- occaSon ally  moved,  as  when  he  ^'^j  much 
difpleafed  with  his  difcipks  f*  and  looked  round  about  on  the 
yews  with  anger,  being  grieved/or  the  hardnefs  of  their  hearts  J. 
He  hath  declared  indeed,  that  whofoever  is  angry  with  his  bro- 
ther without  a  caufe^jball  be  in  danger  of  the  judg?nent  \.\  but 
that  very  limitation  implies,  that  there  are  caufes,   for  which 

we 
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"ireinay  do  Huellto  he  angry  *.  Or  even  were  his  threatening 
originaUy  unlimited,  as  in  fotfie  copies  it  is ;  yet  the  reafoH 
of  the  cafe,  his  own  example,  and  other  texts  of  fcripture,  ob- 
lige us  to  undetftand  him  only  of  the  dnjuft  kinds  of  anger: 
which  are  fo  much  coitimoiicr  than  the  allowable,  that  they 
have  almoft  appropriated  the  naifte,  aind  turtied  it  t6  an  ill 
meaning.  Whence  perhaps  it  is,  that  the  floic  philofophers 
condemn  this  paifion  in  the  rfioft  general  terms  +,  while  yet 
they  not  only  dlow  it  to  he  ufeful  to  thofe,  in  whom  reafou 
fingly  hath  not  fufficient  force  t,  but  exprefsty  totera'te,  it( 
/their  ideal  perfeftly  wife  man,  fuch  gentler  com'mofioris  of  mifld, 
and  refemblances  of  anger,  as  are  in  reality  moderate  degrees 
of  it  J.  And,,  (which  defer ves  much  greater  atCentloft),  St. 
Faul^  who  within  ^  few  verfes  of  the  text  hath  commanded 
all  wrath  and  anget  to  be  put  away  frofn%  Chriftians,  gives, 
notwithftanding,  the  permiiBve  direclioil  in  it,  Be  ye  Mgry  atii 
Jin  not. 

The  refult  then  muij  be,  thsft  this  paffioA  is  indeed  a  law- 
ful one ;  but  very  neceffary,  and  very  hard,  to  be  kept  \vith- 
in  due  bounds  ;  which  confikierations  recommend  the  following 
jnethod  in  difcourfing  upon  it. 

L  To  dcfcribe  the  due  bounds,  with  the  common  ex- 
ceffes  of  anger. 
n.  To  diffuade  from  fuch  exceffes. 
111.  To  direft  how  they  may  be  avoided. 

I.  To  defcribe  the  due 'bounds,  wich  the  common  exceffes  of 
anger. 

Now  the  proper  bound  for  all  paflion,  is  reafon.  And  we 
arc  theA  only  moved  by  our  affections  as  we  ought,  when  they 
excite  us  to  what  our  underftandings  on  reflexion  approve. 

But 

•  Jonah  iv.  9. 

t  Thu^  Cicero",  who^  prxifell^s  h\  hh  ofRces,  T.  i.  c.  2  cliielfy  to-  fol* 
low  the  Stoics,  blames  the  Peripafetics,  c  25.  for  praifing  anger,  4i5  given 
nf»  by  nature  for  our  good,  and  faith  it  is  to  be  avoided  io  all  cafes.  But 
he  i«  fpeaking  only  concerning  cafes  of  punifliment.  However,  he  forbids 
it  alfo  in  repro<5f^,  C.  38. 

I  Utile  eft  cum  uti  motu  anlmi,  qui  uti  ratione  non  poteft,  Cic.  Tufc. 
dtfp.  1.'4.  §  25.    Ed.  Davies. 

5  Sertiet  (fapiens)  levera  queridam  tenneraque  motnm— umbras  affcc* 
tuum.    Sen.  de  Iia.  1.  i.  c.  xvl  p.  13.  Ed.  Lipf.  Vid.  et.  1.  a. 
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B|it  becaufe  a  rule  fo  genera}  is  not  fufBcleptly  inflraaive,  J 
ihall  enlarge  on  the  feveral  particulars  comprehended  under  it, 
which  are  fpepified  by  the  philofopber,  in  his  etbicsy  thus,  that 
He^  wba  u  angry  J  only  onfuch  occafions  as  he  ought  ^  and  <witi 
fuch  perfotts  as  b^  ought,  and  in  fuch  manner^  and  at  fucb 
time^  and  for  fucb  continuance^  as  hp  ought,  de/erves  praije  in 
the  exercife  of  this  faJ\on  *♦ 

I.  On  fuch  occafions  as  he  ought*  What  tbefe  are,  hathaL 
leady  in  fome  naeafure  appeared.  Were  they,  with  whom  wc 
have  to  4q»  conftantly  virtuous  and  wife,  there  would  be  no  oc- 
cafion.  But  m)w  their  tranfgreflions  againft  God,  our  fellow- 
creatures,  .^nd  ourfelves,  furnifli,  alas,  but  too  ipany-  Wheji 
our  Maker,  whom, we  o\ight  to  reverence  and  love  with  our 
whole  fouls,  is  difljonoured ;  when  his  laws  and  the  fanSions 
qf  ^heflfi  (the  grqvind-work  of  all  fecurity  and  all  comfort)  arp 
ififulted ;  furely  it  is  caufe  not  only  of  grief,  but  indignation* 
When  the  belplefs  are  opprefied,  the  welUmeaning  circumr 
vented*  ini^ocence  afp^rfed  or  feduced,  faith  broken,  kindnefs 
requitted  with  ill  ufj^ge,  or  public  good  facrificed  to  private 
viewSi  \vf  bath  may,  and  mvift  (if  we  have  any  fympathy  with 
c^ur  kind)  feel  our  fpirit  rife  in  their  behalf.  And  though  we 
can  neither  interpofe  to  affift  all  that  fuffer,  nor  permit  our 
tei)[^pet$  tp  be  ru£^d  ^  ofteq  as  injudice  ia  committed  upon 
earth;  yet  in  all  proper  ways  we  ought  to  fliew,  that  w^ 
ftrongly  diflike  all  fuch  things  :  and  it  is  an  ill  fign,  when  per- 
sons are  indifferent  in  the  cafes  of  others,  and  will  fland  up  for 
no  one's  is^tf reils,  but  their  own,  ^ 

Wrongs  done  to  ourfelves  we  are  all  fo  apt  to  refent,  at  leafl: 
enough,  that  it  may  feem  needlefs,  and  even  dangerous,  to  fay 
any  thing  of  thefe,  as  one  lawful  o^cafioa  for  anger.  But  the 
trutbmuft  be  acknowledged,  that  this  paffiop  being  given  us,  in 
great  meafure,  for  our  own  defence,  we  may  innocently  exert 
a  competent  degree  of  it  for  tbat  purpofe.  Nor  can  wc  help, 
generally  fpeaking,  being  a  little  m^re  moycd  at  our  own  in- 
juries and  fttfPerings.,  than  thofe  of  others  \  becaufe  w^e  cannot 
but  have  a  liyelier  fenfe  of  them  \  and  the  emotioa  of  mind, 
which  proceeds  from  that  fenfe,  muft  bear  fonme  proportion  to 
it. 

One  thing  more  to.be  obfenred  is,  that  though  faults  are  the 
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only  juft  ground  of  refentment ;  and  the  greater  they  arc,  the 
more  the  ground :  yet,  when  thev  do  not  amount  to  crimes, 
but  are  only  neglefts  or  tranfgreffions  of  feme  fmaller  obliga- 
tion ;  ftill,  fince  a  great  deal  of  inconvenience  ill  life  arifes,  e- 
ven  from  thefe  inftances  of  wrong  behaviour  ;  they  warrant 
and  require  fuch  lower  marks  of  our  difpleafure,  efpeclallj 
when  the  culpable. are  placed  under  our  infpefiion,  as  maybe 
requifite  for  their  amendment. 

And  now  it'  might  well  be  hoped,  that  a  fufficient  latitude 
was  given  to  this  neceflary  evil,  the  exercife  of  anger.  But 
thefe  are  narrow  bounds  for  a  paffion,  which,  if  let  loofe,  wiH 
admit  of  none.  We  can  be  angry  with  perfons,  not  only  for 
their  faults,  but  their  good  qualities  and  accomplilhments, 
when  they  excel,  or  come  too  near,  us  or  our  favourites :  not 
only  for  doing  amifs,  but  for  doing  their  duty,  if  it  interfere 
with  any  of  our  defigns  or  humours.  Nay,  we  can  be  angrj 
with  them  for  having  done  their  duty  to  us  :  done  the  kindeft 
•  thing  they  could  for  us,  reminded  us  of  our  failings,  though 
in  a  friendly  way  ;  or  fliewn  themfelves  in  any  inftance  more 
cancerned  for  us,  than  we  are  for  ourfelves.  We  can 'be  angry 
with  perfons,  even  when  they  have  done  us  kindneffes ;  for 
not  doing  us  fuch  great  ones^  or  not  fo  foon,  or  not  in  fuch  a 
manner,  as  we  would  have  had  them  :  though  perhaps  they 
were  not  bound  to  do  us  any.  And  we  can  be  extremely 
angry  with  them  for  having  any  degree  of  regard  to  their 
own  intei^efts,  when  ours  are  concerned  :  firft  looking  upon 
ourfelves  as  all  the  world,  and  the  reft  of  mankind  as  nothing; 
then  fired  with  the  utmoft  indignation,  that  this  fhould  be  dif- 
puted. 

But  in  lefler  matters,  we  can  be  angry  with  men  even  for 
their  natural  tempers,  when  they  happen  to  be  mere  gravely, 
or  more  chearfuUy,  or  any  way  differently,  turned  from  our 
own:  for  their  not  liking  the  fame  emj^ioyments  or  amufe- 
ments,  their  not  falling  into  the  fame  opinions  and  ways  of 
thinking,  fometirties  on  the  moft  trifling  fubjefts  ;  nay,  for 
not  perceiving  and  acknowledging  immediately  the  ftrcngth 
of  an  argument,  or  the  weight,  of  an  authority. 

Again,  we  can  be  angry  for  the  unkind  words  or  actions, 
to  which  we  ourfelves  have  given  the  proVocation :  and  will 
make  no  allowances  for  little  unreafonablenefs  in  others, 
where  we  have,   perhaps  b^  great  ones,  fet  the  pattern,  and 
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thrown  the  temptation  In  their  way.  We  can  be  angrj  at 
thofe  who  are  employed  by  us,  for  miflaking  or  not  fucceed- 
itig  in  cafes,  where  they  have  done  as  well  as  ever  they  could, 
aad  certainly  did  not  contrive  to  be  ignorant  or  fail  on  pur- 
pofe  to  vex  us.  We  can  be  angry  at  them  for  mere  accidental 
misfortunes  in  our  affairs  :  Things,  which  were  not  provided 
againft,  becaufe  they  were  not  to  be  cxpe<fled  ;  or  wjiich  a 
reafonable  degree  of  care  proved  infutlicient  to  provide  againft; 
or,  it  may  be,  which  all  the  care  in  the  work!  could  not  have 
prevented.  Nay,  in  our  idleft  div-eriions,  we  can  be  as  vehe- 
mently difcompofed,  as  about  the  moll  important  bufinefs. 
And,  in  the  general  courfe  of  our  behaviour,  we  can  be  im- 
patient about  every  thing,  if  we  have  been  made  uneafy  about 
any  thing  :  and  quite  out  of  humour,  perhaps  for  a  confidera- 
ble  time  together,  without  either  having,  or  almoft  thinking 
we  have  any  manner  of  provocation  to  it.  Indeed  fomething 
of  this,  ia  too  many,  fecms  conftitutional :  and,  fo  far  as  it  is, 
ought  to  have  allowances  made  for  it  by  every  one,  except 
thofe  who  are  liable  to  it.  But  they  themfelves  cannot  reflect 
too  ferioafly,  how  often  imd  how  much  tliey  make  all  about 
th6m  fufFer  for  no  caufe  at  all ;  and  thofe  moft,  v;hom  they 
ought  Icaft :  how  ftrangely  and  wildly  unreafonj^ble  they  are, 
when  under  the  power  of  this  bad  fpirit:  and  how  firmly  they 
are  obliged  to  watch  againft  it  continually,  and  free  themfelves, 
when  fcized  by  it,  as  foon  as  poflibly  they  can. 

In  all  thefe  inftances,  anger  is  fo  evidently  unjnft,  that  hap- 
pily no  pretence  can  be  made  for  indulging  it.  But  there  are 
others,  in  which,  faults  having  been  really  committed,  a*plea 
for  refenting  is  really  fumifhed  ;  and  yet,  if  we  rcfolve  to  a£l: 
rightly  and  wifely,  no  refentment  at  all  muft  be  fhevvn  or  en- 
tertained. We  have  not  been  received  perhaps  with  the 
good  breeding,  or  treated  with  the  regard  or  good  hu- 
mour that  we  might  expefl :  Expreffions,  not  fo  prudent  or 
obliging,  have  dropt  from  perfons  in  relation  to  us :  Things, 
in  which  we  meant  no.  harm,  have  been  taken  wrong :  Our 
defires  and  inclinations  have  not  been  confulted,  when  they 
ought :  Our  opinion  or  recommendation  hath  been  too  little 
atte/Kled  to  :  Our  advice  or  direftions  too  littlp  obferved :  or 
fome  one  or  anotlier  of  a  thoufand  matters  of  this  fort  hath 
happened.  And  doubtlefs  eveiry  one  of  them,  fuppoiing  the 
faft  to  have  been  as  we  imagine,  is  a  fault ;  and,  though  of  a 
YquL  *•■■      ■  Sf  flighter 
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flighter  fort,  fliould  be  carcfiiUj  avoided  by  thofe,  with  whom 
"^ve  live  ;  and,  let  me  add,  bj  ourfelves  too.  But  alas,  thej 
with  whom  we  live,  and  we  ourfelves  too,  are  creatures,  natu- 
rally fubjeft  to  fuch  faults.  Indifcietiohs  and  thoughtleffnefs, 
odd  humours  and  perverfenefs,  little  partialities  and  prejudices, 
ever  were  and  v/ill  be  amongll  men,  even  the  better  kind  of 
men.  And  therefore  what  can  be  done?  Either  we.muftall 
give  and  take  ofFeacc  almoft  every  hour  of  our  lives  ;  or  we 
mnft  be  content  to  make  mutual  allowances,  and  put  good  con- 
ftru6lions  on  things:  wink  at  what  had  better  not  be  feen; 
forget  as  ffjon  as  poflible,  what  we  could  not  help  feeing;  and 
teach  thofe  by  our  e::{:ample,  who,  we  think,  have  need  to  learn, 
friendly  difpcfitions,  and  refpectful  behaviour.  This  is  the 
pnly  way  of  mending  matters  :  and  fhamefiil  as  it  is  to  our  fpe- 
^ies,  half  the  uncafinefles,  that  we  feel  In  life,  proceed  from  our 
not  taking  it. 

2.  The  next  part  of  the  rule  before  mentioned  is,  that  we 
be  angry  only  with  fuch  perfons  as  we  ought. 

And  here  immediately  occurs  a  criminal  ufe  of  this  paffion, 
almoft  too  Ihocking  to  mention :  I  mean,  when  we  are  angry 
with  our  Maker,  For  again  ft  whom  elfe  is  itj  that  our  dif? 
pleafure  is  pointed,  when  we  murmur  at  the  diftribution  of 
things  here,  either  becaufe  our  own  condition  is  lefs  agreeable 
than  we  wqujd  have  it,  or  that  of  others  more  profperous, 
than  we  imagine  they  deferve  ?  The  former  is  diredt  rebeU 
lion  of  the  heart  againft  the  difpcfitions  of  infinite  wifdom  and 
goodnefs:  an  arrogance,  which  in  creatures  otherwife  inno- 
cent would  be  monftrous  ;  and  how  much  more  fo  in  miferable 
fmners  !  The  latter  indeed  would  appear  a  virtuous  concern  a^ 
the  enpouragement,  which  frequent  fuccefs  gives  to  wicked- 
nefs  and  unworthinefs.  Nor  can  it  be  doubted,  but  w^  have 
caufe,  often  to  be  forry,  and  fonietimes  to  be  angry,  with 
thofe  around  us,  when  this  happens  through  their  fault.  And 
yet  indulging  either  of  thefe  difpofit'ions  too  far,  will  reduce  us 
to  a  very  uncomfortable  and  very  blameable  ftate  of  jnind. 
But  to  he  provoked,  that  God  fiifFers  men  to  aft  thus,  is 
plaiming  to  govern  the  world  in  his  ftead  :  whofe  abhorrence  of 
fm,  and  of  difproportion,  we  ought  to  confider,  is  infinitely 
greater  than  ours  can  be  :  and  therefore  if,  for  good  and  wife 
reafons  he  thinks  ?ic  to  bear  with  it,  well  may  we  do  fotoo; 
^n^^  wait  with  patience  for  the  appointed  time,   when  every 
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fecmmg  irregularity  fliall  appear  to  have  joined  in  ptoducing* 
the  moft  beautiful  order.  Fret  not  thyfdf  hecaufe  of  the  un^ 
godly ^  neither  he  thou  envious  againji  the  evil-doers.  Leave  off 
from  wrath^  and  let  go  difpleafure  :  elfejhalt  thou  he  vioved  to 
do  evil.  Hold  thee  Jtill  in  the  Lord^  and  abide  patiently  upon 
him  *.  Forfurely  there  is  an  end^  and  thine  expeBationJball 
not  he  cut  off\. 

But  as  anger  againft  our  Maker  is  impious,  againft  feme  of 
our  fellow-  creatures  alfo  it  is  highly  improper ;  thofe  particu- 
larly, under  whofe  authority  we  are ;  and  all,  in  fome  mea- 
.fare,  whofe  rank  is  higher  than  our  own.  Of  them^  beyond 
others,  we  ought  not  without  ftrong  reafons  even  to  think  ill^ 
much  lefs  to  blame  them  openly,  and  lead  of  all  to  their  faces. 
But  if  fome  extraordinary  occafion  fliould  happen  to  require 
it,  their  ftation  abfolutely  demands,  that  we  fupprefs  much  of 
that  roughnefs  of  manner,  and  familiar  warmth  of  expoftula- 
tion,  which  perhaps  towards  equals  might  not  be  unfit.  For 
he,  who  is  angry  and  finds  fault,  affumes  a  kind  of  fuperiority 
for  the  time ;  which  inferiors  ought  rarely  to  do,  and  with 
great  moderation,  if  at  all ;  though  doubtlefs  in  gentler  terms* 
they  may  freely  rcprefent  whatever  concerns  them. 

Another  fort  of  perfons,  exempted  from  all  heat  of  refent- 
ment,  and  therefore  certainly  of  reproof,  are  our  benefadtors 
and  our  friends.  Where  we  have  received  favours,  it  would 
be  very  hkrd  to  let  a  few  unkindneiTes,  b?caufe  they  came 
laft,  blot  out  every  thing  that  went  before  ;  and  move  us  to 
fpeak  or  think  with  the  fame  feverity,  as  we  would  of  others. 
Nothing,  but  grofs  and  repeated  provocations^  ought  to  have 
this  efFeft.  And  we  fhould  be  extremely  backward  to  imagine^ 
that  thi^,  whom  we  have  feen  taking  pleafure  to  do  us  good^ 
defign  us  any  harm.  Then  as  to  our  friends  :  the  cfteem, 
Which  we  have  entertained  for  them,  furely  muft  be  founded 
on  merit  fufficient  to  flielter  a  number  of  lefler  faults  from  an- 
gry notice.  Friendftiip  implies  a  tacit  covenant  of  mutual  for- 
bearance :  without  which  it  would  be  in  danger  of  breaking 
every  day.  It  permits  indeed,  and  fometimes  requires,  re- 
monftrancijs  to  be  made  :  but  never  without  fome  weighty 
caufe ;  and  always  with  fuch  gentlenefs,  and  evident  proofs  of 
cordial  good  will,  as  may,  if  poflible,  draw  clofer  thofe  bonds, 
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which  nothing  but  the  laft  neccflity  ihould  untie.  And  even 
then,  having  on<^e  been  friends  is  a  powerful  reafon,  both  of 
prudence  and  confcience,  to  reftrain  us  from  ever  becoming  ene- 
mies. 

Others  are  privileged  agaiaft  our  anger  upon  any  particular 
miftehaviour,  by  the  general  goodnefs  of  their  charader  and 
condu6l.  We  are  all  fo  far  from  perfection,  that  whoever  in- 
tends, and  afts  right  in.  the  main,  merits  an  efteem  for  it,  that 
fliould  coTcr  a  multitude  of  fmaller  offences,  or  however  great- 
ly moderate  our  difpleafure  at  them.  And  indeed,  (hewing 
worthy  perfons,-in  the  mildeft  way,  that  they  have  done  amifs, 
will  give  them  a  concern*  that  needs  no  aggravation. 

But  many,  who  are  more  liable  to  faults,  muft  yet,  on  ac- 
count of  their  natural  difpofitious  be  tenderly  ufed.  Some  can- 
not fupport  any  harflinefs  of  treatment,  but  fink  under  it  im- 
mediately. Some  again,  anger,  though  not  exceffive,  ferves 
only  to  exafperate.  They  will  readily  enough  yield  to  calnit 
fofr  reprefentations :  but  are  impatient  of  rebuke.  To  fuch 
therefore  we  fhould  condefcend  a  little  :  and  think  it  fufficient 
amends,  that  we  are  almoft  fure  of  prevailing  on  them  by  fuch 
means,  as  (if  we  have  any  good  nature),  will  be  far  the  rooft 
agreeable  to  oui'felves.  But  there  are  likewife,  it  muft  be 
owned,  people  in  the  world,  whom  it  is  eafy  to  make  worfe  by 

*  rough  ufage',  and  not  eafy  to  make  better  by  any  other.  That 
thefedcfervc  to'lfave  their  tempers  much  confulted,  cannot  be 
faid.'  But  flill,  partly  from  charity,  and  partly  from  difcretion, 
we  mud  treat  them  in  the  method,  by  which  they  are  likelieft 
to  prove  traflable  :  and,  refolving  firft,  to  have  as  little  to  do 
with  them  as  we  can ;  endeavour  to  get  over  what  we  muft 
have  to  do  with  them,  as  quietly  as  we  are  able. 

There  is  alio  a  great  variety,  not  only  in  tempers,  but  io 
underflandings  and  abilities,  which  ought  to  be  confidered  oft 
this  occaiion.  We  pafs  by  many  faults  in  children  without 
anger,  if  we  are  at  all  confiderate :  becaufe  they  know  not,  as 
yet,  the  rules  of  behaviour  ;  or,  through  the  levity,  incident  to 
their  age,  are  turned  afide  from  rccolleding  them.  Now,  for 
the  fame  reafv^n,  fuch  cf  riper  years,  as  cither  by  nature  have 
lefs  readinefs,  .or  accuracy,  or  fedatcntfs  ;  or,  from  their  edu- 
cation lefs  acquaintance  with  propriety,  or  the  cuftoms  of  the 

^world,  (hould  in  proportion  be  exempted  from  blame,  when 
they  fliifbehave  \  ufpccially  in  fanall  points,  and  fuch  as  are  be- 
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yond  their  reach,  or  out  of  their  way,  Befides,  men  cannot  be 
always  attentive  to  every  part  of  what  they  do  know.  And 
fome  have  conftitutionally  fo  uncommon  a  fliare  of  though tlefs- 
nefs,  that,  with  the  fame,  nay,  much  more  delire  and  pains, 
than  others,  to  be  exaft  and  pundlual,  they  appear  to  be  fingu- 
larly  negligent.  Thefe  evidently  need  compaffion ;  and  feve- 
rity  to  them  would  be  barbarous.  Now  and  then  indeed  a 
little  chiding  may  be  neceffary  for  the  cure  of  their  infirmity ; 
l>ut  it  ought  never  to  be  more  than  is  neceffary,  and  always 
intermixed  with  expref&ons  of  eficouragement. 

Thus  you  have  feen,  who  are  the  leaft  fit  objefts  of  our  dif- 
pleafure :  after  which  it  will  be  ufeful  to  fpccify,  who  are  the 
moft  fit ;  and  may  allowably  have  much  greater  liberties  taken 
vrith  them  by  us,^  than  commonly  are.  I  mean  ourfelves :  of 
V7hom  we  probably  know  full  as  great  mifdemeanors,  and  from 
whom  we  have  certainly  received  much  greater  injuries,  than 
from  any  one  elfc  ;  over  whom  alfo  we  have  the  largeft  autho- 
rity, and  are  tho  moft  indifpenfably  bound  to  exercife  it.  Yet 
even  here  it  is  p«iBble  to  be  guilty  of  excefs.  For  anger  muft 
aim  at  good,  when  direded  againft  ourfelves,  no  lefs  than  if  it 
were  againft  any  other  perfon  :  and  is  always  faulty,  when  it 
tends  to  our  harm ;  even  were  it  no  further  harm,  than  difcom-* 
poiing  us  beyond  reafon.  And  fome  want  to  be  cautioned  la 
the  ftrongeft  manner,  at  times,  to  beware  of  iipmoderate  felf« . 
diflike,  becaufe  i^  may  urge  them  to  the  raiR'ft  and  moft  fatal 
extremities.  But  felf- indulgence  is  infinitely  the  comnjbner 
failing :  and  therefore  the  general  rule  muft  ever  be  jA'  preach 
up  due  rigour  in  this  cafe  j  for  due  tendernefs  will  feldom  be 
forgotten.  Here  then  we  may  well  empl<5y  that  fuperfluous 
warmth  of  fpirit,  which  we  are  apt  to  turn  quite  another  way; 
and  fliall  never  employ  it  better,  than  to  corredl  its  own  exor- 
bitances :  that,  fo  fpending  our  difpleafure  upon  our  own  un- 
juft  vehemence,  we  may  put  on  towards  all  our  brethren,  (and 
every  human  creature  is  fuch,)  bowels  of  mercies^  kindnefs^ 
bumblenefs  of  mindy  meeknefs^  iong-fuffering ;  forbearing  one 
another^  and  forgiving  one  another^ — £<ven  as  Chrijl  hath  f^  - 
given  us : — and  let  the  peace  of  God  rule  in  our  hearts^  to  the 
ivhich  we  are  alfo  called  in  one  body  *. 

"^  •  Col.  Hi.  12,  I  J,  15. 
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Ephesians  iv.  16. 
Be  ye  angry  j  and  Jin  not. 

TN  a  former  difcourfe  on  thefe  words,  after  proving  that  an- 
ger is  a  lawful  paiSop,  but  a  Very  dangerous  one,  I  pro- 
]^ed» 

I.  To  defcribe  its  due  bounds,  with  the  common  ex- 
cefles  of  it.  •      . 

II.  To  difluade  from  fuch  excefles. 
III.  To  direfl:  how  they  may  be  avoided. 
Now  in  general  the  bounds  of  every  paffion  are  thofe,  which 
reafon,  fufficiently  enlightened,  prefcribes.    And  the  particular 
bounds,  which  it  prefcribes  to  this  paffion,  are,  as  I  have  al- 
ready obferved,   well  enumerated  ill  tht  philofopher's  rule: 
that  he  who  is  angry  ^  only  on  fuch  occajtons^  and  with  fuch  per*' 
fons^  and  in  fuch  fnanner,  and  at  fuch  time^  and  for  fuch  conti* 
nuance  J  as  he  ought  ^  deferves  praife  in  the  exercife  of  this  fa^ 
culty.     On  the  two  firft  of  thefe  heads,  therefore,  the  occafions 
and  objefts  of  our  anger,  I  have  already  enlarged  :  and,  as  the 
proper  ones  will  ie  almoft  fure  to  be  remembered,  and  the 
improper  oti^s  are  ipuch  too  many  to  be  fpecified  again,  I  fliall 
proceed,  without  any  repetition  of  either,  to  the  following  part 
of  the  rule,  which  is 

III.  That  we  be  angry  only  in  fuch  manner  'as  we  ought. 
Tfiis  comprehends  both  the  degree  to  which  our  difpleafure 
may  allowably  rife,  and  the  inftances  in  which  it  may  be  fitly 
expreffed. 

There  is  a  poffibility  of  being  lefs  angry  than  we  fliould. 

Our  fenfe  of  wrong  aftions  may  be  too  faint :  and  by  taking, 

in  coufeciuence  of  this,  but  a  flight  notice  of  them,  we  may 
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confirm  the  fauky  in  a  bad  courfe,  inftead  of  deterring  tlienk 
from  it.  Aad  efpecially,  when  their  faults  do  us  no  harm, 
whatcvet  they  may  do  to  others  or  themfelves,  we  are  often 
very  backward  either  to  exprefs  or  feel  any  rei'entment,  even 
where  it  is  our  peculiar  duty.  But  if,  while  they  injure  o- 
thers,  they  ferve  us  ;  far  from  being  difpleafed,  we  are  very 
apt  to  defend  and  encourage  them.  Yet  there  are  fome  in  the 
world,  whom  a  generous  ardor  of  mind  occafionally  difcom-i 
pofes  too  much,  on  feeing  injuftice  done  to  their  fellow- crea^ 
tures.  But  thefe  are  rare.  It  is  in  our  own  cafes'  ufually,  that 
we  are  inclined  to  excefs  :  and  in  them  our  danger  is  very 
great.  To  avoid  it  therefore,  we  Ihould,  all  of  us,  frequently 
refleft,  that  our  paffions  being  only  given  us  for  auxiliaries  to 
fupply  the  imperfection  of  our  higher  principles  ;  if  they  move 
us  enough  to  fet  us  upon  afting  right,  it  fuffices  ;  and  if  they 
move  us  more  than  is  requifite  for  that  end,  it  will  commonly 
be  too  much.  Where  we  properly  can,  the  very  appearance 
of  difpleafure  fhould  be  avoided  :  for,  though  it  be  a  method 
of  cure,  yet,  being  a  difagreeable  one,  if  we  have  recourfe  t© 
it  without  need,  we  treat  our  patient  ill.  And,  even  where 
we  muft  (hew  outfelves  offended,  this  may  very  well  be  done, 
indeed  beft  ©rail,  without  allowing  ourfelves  to  be  inwardly 
difturbed.  For  thus,  at  the  fame  time  that  we  preferve  a  due 
authority  over  thofe  with  whom  we  are  concerned,  we  fhall 
keep  our  own  temper  in  a  ftate  of  tranquillity,  and  fit  for 
whatever  lies  before  us.  In  matters  of  moment,  it  is  not  al- 
ways in  our  power  to  be  abfolutely  calm  :  but  this  confidera- 
tion  fliould  increafe  our  care  not  to  be  agitated  too  much.  For 
he  who  is  angry  more  than,  he  hath  caufe,  is  fo  far  angry  with-^ 
out  a  caufe.  And  therefore  we  muft  have  regard,  both  to  the 
proportion  of  the  fault,  and  our  right  to  take  notice  of  it.  For 
a  peribn  may  deferve  a  great  deal  of  anger,  and  yet  defervc 
little  or  none  from  us. 

£xa£t  determinations  indeed  of  this  proportion  are  hard  to 
give ;  and  probably  would  do  harm  if  they  could  eafily  be 
given.  For,  were  the  limits  of  lawful  anger  in  every  cafe 
precifely  known,  moft  people .  would  venture  without  fcruple 
to  the  utmoft  extent  of  them  ;  and  fo  of  courfe  be  hurried  be- 
yond them  ;  whereas  the  difficulty  of  difceming  exa£lly  where 
the  tranfgreffion  begins,  is  a  ftrong  caution  to  flop  at  a  fafc 
ice  from  it.     But  inftead  of  thinking  thus,  wc  commonly 
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conclude,  that  fioce  anger  inay  juftly  rife  according  to  the  pro- 
vocation, and  much  of  it  is  daily  fliewn  about  fmall  things, 
any  degree  whatever  is  defenfible  in  great  ones.  Now  evi- 
dently this  reafoning  ought  to  be  inverted  as  follows :  only  t 
moderate  refentment  being  permitted  us,  where  the  offence  is 
ever  fo  heinous,  hardly  the  flighteft  ought  to  be  expre&d, 
"where  it  is  but  little. 

And  though  we  cannot  afcertain  minutely  the  due  quantity 
in  esich,  the  obfervation  of  two  rules  will  fecure  us  from  aoy 
inaportant  error :  never  to  lofe  the  government  of  ourfelves, 
or  do  an  injury  to  any  one  elfe.  The.firfl  of  thefe  direftions 
is  fundamental.  For  if  once  reafon  be  dethroned,  rules  acd 
bounds  are  nothing.  And  though  it  be  a  dreadful  evil  to  let 
any  paffion  fcduce  us  from  obeying  that  principle,  which  God 
hath  authorized  to  regulate  our  whole  condu£l:,  yet  it  is  pecu- 
liarly dangerous  to  follow  this  blindfold :  which  precipitates 
men  inftantaneoufly,  and  without  leaving  room  for  a  moment's 
refleSioQ^  into  the  extremities  of  mifchief  to  others  and  them* 
ftlves  ;  and  even  where  it  is  not  hurtful,  is  however  fingukriy 
^iifegreeable  and  unbecoming.  We  muft  therefore  attentively 
remember,  that,  though  difpleafure  may  be  allowable,  rage 
cannot :  and  accordingly  forbear,  not  only  all  afls  of  violence 
or  tnfult,  but  all  vehement  geftures,  all  noify  and  unreafooable 
talk,  and  above  the  reft,  that  ihocking,  though  common  method 
t>f  venting  fury,  by  oaths  and  imprecations  :  invoking  the  no- 
tice of  God  in  a  oondicion  when  we  ought*  to  dread  it ;  and 
bringing  down  that  wrath  on  our  own  hcadi,  which  we  vainly 
and  wickedly  call  for  upon  others. 

But  avoiding  thefe  extravagances  is  not  all :  is  nothing  in- 
deed, if,  under  a  calmer  appearauce,  we  permit  our  refentment 
to  go  undue  lengths.  It  is  true,  anger  can  be  ufefui  to  others 
only  by  giving  them  uneafinefs  ,•  but  often  a  plain  and  grave 
fignification,  that  we  diflike  their  behaviour,  will  give  it  fuffi- 
ciently :  and  then  to  add  cutting,  though  guarded,  words,  is 
cruel.  Sometimes  the  fame  perfon,  having  both  blameable  and 
valuable  qualities,  nay  exerting  both  together,  may  defertc 
that  reproof  fliould  be  tempered  with  praife.  And  where  but 
little  forbearance  hath  beeq  merited,  prudence  frequently  re- 
quires much  to  be  exercifed :  becaufe  it  may  foften  and  win 
over  thofe,  whom  roughnefs  would  drive  to  defperation. 
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And,  if  we  ought  thus  to  moderate  the  juft  exprefEons  of 
<jur  diTpIeafiire :  muclt  more  ought  unjuft  ones  to  be  utterly 
fbrborn.  We  miift  by  no  means  think,  that  every  trifling,  or 
perhaps  imaginary,  provocation  gives  Us  a  liberty,  which  the 
very  greateft  do  not,  of  betraying  fecrcts*  throwing  random 
afperfions,  and  faying  in  the  peevilH  fit  whatever  it  fuggefts* 
Men  do  not  lofe  all  the  rights  of  human  nature  immediately^ 
becaufe  they  have  chanced  to  offbnd  us.  Their  fault  in  doing 
fo  may  be  coiifiderable,  or  may  be  fmall:  but  this  one  crime 
cannot  transform  them  into  quite  different  creatures  from  what 
tfiey  wfe're  before:  it  can  never  intitle  us  to  fpeak falfehoods  of 
them  :  and  very  Teldom,  to  fay  prejudicial  truths.  Injurious 
word's  may  feem  a  flight  matter  to  thofe  who  utter  them ;  ef- 
pecially  if  they  are  fuch,  as  the  world  calls  decent :  but  the 
perfbn,  to  whom  they  reflate,  experiences  them  to  be  heavy 
and  bitter  tilings :  and  What  his  feelings  mufl  be,  is  the  point, 
that  we  fhould  have  in  view,  reflefting  what  our  own  would 
be  in  thfe  like  cafe. 

However,  the  guilt  of  anger  is  yet  mor'e  aggravated,  v^ax  it 
mifguides  dur  adions,  as^  well  as  our  tcwgues.  If  it  prompts 
Us  only  to  withhold  frdnr  others,  without  caufej  thofe  kind- 
neflfes  and  favours,  to  which  they  had  fonie  equitable  claim^ 
dr,  which,  though  they  had  not,  we  had  hitherto  fhewn  them^ 
or  intended  for  them ;  this  alone  is  vfery  hard  and  wrong  u- , 
f*ge.  Iiidebd  who  almoft  could  ht  fecure  evfeii  of  a  day*s  con- 
tinuailce  of  friendChip,  if  every  thing,  which  it  were  pofTible  to 
take  amifs,  might  put  an  end  to  it  ?  But,  if  wrath  pufh  us  on 
to  do  harm  inftead  oi  good^  then  it  hath  arrived  at  its  heighth 
cjf  injuflice.  Not  but  we  may  lawfully  id  fome  cafes  inflift 
punilhmeht  on  thofe  who  have  given  us  offence.  But  then 
danger,  is  not  to  be  the  profecutor:  much  lefs  to  pafs  or  execute 
the  fentertce.  It  is  not  fo  ofteri,  as  we  are  jufUy  difpleafed  with 
jfny  one^  that  he  is  to  fufFer :  but  then  only,  when  a  valuable 
pdrpofe  req^uifes  it.  Now  we  are  by  no  means  qualified  to  de- 
termine that  point,  while  our  inward  diflurbance  is  vehement : 
nor  fhould  we  ever  allow  ourfelves  to  aft,  before  we  are  coOl 
enough  to  judge :  ftor  are  we  always  cool  enough,  >^hen  we 
dltak  we  arc.  And  therefore  we  fhoula  learn  to  fufpeft 
our  tempers,  have  regard  to  the  opinion  of  the  unprejudiced, 
intd  leau  to  the-  moderate  fide,  when  there  isV  any  doubt 
which  is  right.  It  will  comparatively  feldom- happen,  that 
cxcefs    of   mijdnefs  will  do    aijy   great  aaifchief:    but   the 
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cpntrary  extreme  caules  .aa  incredible,  deal  perpetually.  Eve- 
ry day  we  fee  thofe,  who  ar^^poffefled  by  this  evil  fpirit,  return 
monftrous  ads  of  injufiice  for  flight  inllances  of  negleft  or  un-  . 
friendlinefs  ;  imagine  their  difpleafure,  whencefoever  it  ari- 
fes,  a  juftifi cation  for  ftirripg  up  all  the  world  againft  theobjed 
of  it ;  and  look  upon  themfelves  as  ill  ufed,  if  ^very  one  eKe 
will  not  be  as  unreafonable,^  as  they  are. 
But  I  go  on  the  next  branch  of  the  rule,  which  ia, 
IV.  That  we  be  angry  only  at  fuch  times,  as  we  ought.  , 
And  therefore  it  immediately  occurs,  never  till  we  are  furey 
th^t  the  thing,  whi^h  offends  us,  is. really  done,  and  really  a 
matter  to  take  offence  at.  Blame  mtj  before  thou  haft  examin- 
ed the  truth:  underjland Jivjl^  and  then  rebuke'^:  Some  are 
eternally  fnfppcling,  and  finding  fault  at  all  adventu^^,;  as  if 
they  felt  a  delight  in  the  imagination  of  things  being  amifs. 
Thefe,  even  when  there  happens  to  be  foundation,  for  their 
cenfures,  are  i;^  the  wrong  notwithf^affding ;  for  i,t  is^  inpre. 
than  they  knew  beforehand  :  but,  when  it  proves,  as.it  often 
will,  that  all  their  ill  humour  was  groundlefs; . this  is  very 
fljameful  to  themfelvea,  and. very  injurious  to  others;  hardeiw 
them,  inftead  of  having  any  good  effe^  upon  them  j  and  l^rlngs 
them  at  lail  to  think  it  ^the  better  way,  fince  tl)ey  muft.be 
blamed,  to  be  blamed  for  fomethiiig.  But  fuppofe  there  be  aa 
appearance  of  reafon  to.  chide;  yet  appearances  are. deceitful; 
and  paffion  fpreads  a  mift  before  our  uade^rftandings,  wbidi 
keeps  ysfrom  feeing  a5jy  thing  exadly,  an4  lUjakes  every  thing 
look  bigger  than,  it  is.  No  one  therefore  fliould  exprefs,  or 
even  inwardly  indulge,  the  leaft  vyjarmth,  till  be  hath  firft  con- 
fidered  the  cafe,  as  calmly  as  he  can ;  and  then,^  if  there  be 
room  for  it,  hath  given  the  parties,  whom  he  fufpe^ls,-  liberty 
and  time  to  make,  their  d^efence ;  attending.toit  with  a  fificer& 
deiire  of  finding  them,  innocent ;  makiug  no  determination,  till 
he  hath  fearched  the  matter  fully ;  and  being,  in  obedience  to 
St.yo/fftfj's  ^x^Saoxi^fwift  to  hear^  flow  to  fpeakjJlo*iv  to  wratb\. 
The  paffionat^  perfon  is  j  aft  the  r€|V€rfe  of  this  :  impatient  of 
all  attempts  to  fet  him  right ;  ixfolute  to  have  that  true,  which 
he  hath  once  imagined ;  eager  to  pafs  and  execute  immediate 
judgment.  It  ma^  therefore  be  of  the  utmoft  confequence  to: 
get,  though  it  were  only  a  little  fpace,  for  eool  refledipn* 
"Hiere  is  very  fmall- danger  .but  that  even  after*  it  we  fliaU  be 

•  angry 
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angry  enough,  if  we  have  caufe :  and  there  is  gre:\t  danger, 
that  without  it  we  may  be  angry,  though  we  have  no  caiife ; 
or  at  leaft  much  more  angry,  thail  we  have  any  fhadow  of 
caUfe. 

But  adnpLitting  it  to  he  feafonable  (ox  lis  to  conceive  the  in- 
dignation, that  we  do  :  yet  feveral  things  may  tender  the  pr^- 
fent  time  improper  to  vent  it.  We  may  be  likely  juft  then 
to  exceed  due  bounds  :  at  leaft  it  may  difcoihpofe  us  too  much  ; 
and  perhaps  unfit  us  for  duties  or  employments,'  to  which  wp 
are  immediately  called  ;  it  may  give  uneaiinefs,  or  fliew  difre- 
fpe6l,  to  (he  company  we  are  in,  whom  we  fhould  never  unne- 
ceffarily  trouble  with  our  vexations  :  or  it  may  have  a  wrong 
effect  ort  the  objeft  of  our  difpleafute.  If  he  be  under  the  more 
than  ordti>ary  infla'ence  of  fome  vehement  paffion,  or  his  reafon 
be  any  other  way  difturbed  or  clouded ;  if  fome  prejudice, 
which  cannot  be  removed  iiiftantly,  makes  him  deaf  in  the 
mean  while  to  all,  that  we  can  fay  ;  if  his  temper  be  not  now 
ferious  enough  to  mind  reproof,  or  the  circumftances  of'tinie 
or  place  or  company  be  fuch,  that  he  will  refent  it  as  an  indig- 
nity :  the  difcretion  of  a  vian  JloouH  defer  lis  anger  *,  how  ea- 
ger foever  it  may  be  to  burft  forth.  But  we  are  ftill  more 
firmly  bound  to  reftrain  burfelves,  when  the  faulty  have  fuf,. 
.  ifered  by  their  faults,  and  want  confolation  inftead  of  rebuke. 
Refentment  was  planted  in  u«  to  difcourage  or  withftand  the 
injurious-,  not  to  infult  th^  miferable :  to  give  people  a  lively 
fenfe  of  their  milbehaviour  ;  not  to  triumph  over  thenf,  when 
theyhave  that  ftrnfe  already;  perhaps  more  of  it,  than  they 
can  well  bear.  Or,  though  they  feel  their  folly  but  imperfea- 
ly,  yet  if  the  confecjuences  of  it  be  heavy  upon  them ;  either 
carting  them  oiF,  or  feverely  reproaching  them,  at  fuch  tim^s, 
is  very  ungenerous  :  and  kind  forbearance,  one  would  imagine, 
cafinot  fail  to  make  the  good  impreiSons  on  them,  that  we 
^ilh.  If  indeed  they  ftill  remain  void  of  refleftion  on  their  con- 
duct, and  it  be  our  province  to  awaken  them,  we  muft  attempt 
it  but  as  gently  as  the  cafe  will  permit  ;  and  perhaps,  not  till 
having  done  whatever  we, properly  can  towards  relieving  th^ir 
diftreiTes,  we  thus  acquire  an  indifputable  right  of  laying  befofe/ 
them,  with  fome  warmth  of  expoftulation,  their  paft  errors,' 
in  order  to  prevent  the  future.       ^ 

The  concluding  part  of  the  rule  under  cohfideration  is, 
'  -  Tt  2  .  V.Tim 
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V.  That  we  be  angry  only  fo  long  as  we  ought. 
It  is  poffiblc  indeed^  though  very  uncommon,  that  men  may 
lay  afide  their  difplcafure,  at  leaft  the  appearance  of  it»  too  foon ; 
before  it  hath  produced  its  •intended  effed  :  and,  giving  more 
credit,  than  they  have  caufe,  to  a  few  fair  promifes,  take  little 
notice,  how  they  are  performed.  Thus  every  one  around  them 
finds  out  the  way  of  dealing  with  them :  and  perceiving,  on 
how  eafy  terms  all  may  be  made  up,  tranfgrefles  without  fear. 
Sometimes  the  very  fame  perfon  is  in  the  firft  moments  much 
too  violent,  and  afterwards,  poffibly  from  a  confcioufnefs  of 
that,  as  much  too  remifs  :  and  fo  is  blameable  and  defpifed  on 
both  accounts.  But  the  op|)ofite  extreme  is  the  ordinary  one : 
and  generally  the  worft  fin,  that  accompanies  this  pailion. 
Some  excefs  of  fudden  anger  is  to  many  a  frailty  fcarce  avoid- 
able. For  it  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  efcape  being  carried  a 
little  too  far  by  an  emotion  of  miiid,  which  feeins  to  be  only 
zeal  for  what  is  right,  and  allows  fuch  fhort  warning  to  be  on 
our  guard.  If  indeed  we  let  one  thing  or  another  be  provok- 
ing us  almoil  perpetually,  ,we  niuft  not  think  it  a  great  allevijj- 
tion,  that  our  pceviflmefs  doth  hot  dwell  on  any  fingle  point 
long,  but  quickly  provides  itfelf  a  frefli  objeS.  Or  if  we  fly 
out  at  pnce  into  fuch  extravagances,  as  to  do  in  a  little  time  al* 
moft  as  much  mifchief,  as  we  could  in  a  great  deal :  it  is  a 
poor  plea  to  make  in  our  own  fswvour,  that  when  we  have  fa- 
tiatfed  our  fury,  or  worn  down  our  fpirits  with  it,  we  are  calm 
agaiui  '  -      - 

But  if  undue  haflinefs  neither  returns  frequently,  npr  go^ 
outrageous  lengths^ ;  though  always  a  traufgreffion^  yet  it  is  in 
fome  meafure*an  ftteufeable  one ;  whereas  the  aggravations  of 
rooted  lafting  bitternefs  are  moft  heinous.  Fqr  when  there 
hath  been  fpace  for  warmth  to  cool,  for  reafon  to  refume  its 
dominion,  for  religion  to  foften  men  into  a  fpirit  of  forgiveneft, 
for  friends  to  interpofe  their  advice  and  perfuafions,  for  every 
motive  to  exert  itfelf;  ftill  to  continue  implacable,  and  -delir 
berately  to  fortify  ourfelvcs  in  the  wrong,  is  confirmed  .wick- 
ednefs.  And  yet  men  indulge  it  ftrangely :  and  if  nothing 
chances  in  a  very  little  while  to  appeafe  their  firft  rage,  allow 
it  to  fettle  into  a  habit  of  ill  will ;  which  giving  them  lefs  im- 
petuous agitations,  than  they  felt  at  firft,  they  fancy  themfelves 
to  have  (ufficiently  recovered  their  temper,  and  proceed  in  ^cir 
]piilt  vitbout  fufpefting  it.     ^Ye  fliould  therefore  be  confcien- 
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tioufly  watchful  over  our  hearts  in  this  particular.  .  And  rea- 
dieft  of  all  we  ibould  be  to  lay  afide  that  difpleafure,  which  wc 
ought  never  to  have  entertained :  and  be  friends  again  imme^ 
diately,  when  it  is  our  own  fault,  that  we  ever  were  otherwil^ 
Yet,  I  fear,  ,many  cherifli  unreafonable  refeutment,  becauft 
they  fecretly  feel  it  is  unreafonable,  aiid  never  forgive  (hof^^ 
whom  they  have  once  injured.  They  have  run  into  a  difficul- 
ty, out  of  which  they  cannot  extricate  themfelves  to  their  lik- 
ing :  and  therefore  wUl  perfift  for  ever  in  acting  amifs,  rather 
than  own,  that  they  have  aded  fo  at  all.  Now,  it  mull  be 
granted,  their  fituaiion  is  a  very  mortifying  one.  Anger  im- 
plies a  charge  upon  another  of  mifbehaviour.  And  when  thi& 
charge  hath  been  brought  and  urged,  perhaps  in  very  Dro^ 
terms ;  to  retraft  i(,  and  make  fubmiflions  inftead  of  receiving 
them,  mufl  doubtlefs  be  a  talk  highly  dilagreeable  i  which  is 
an  excellent  reafon  for  avoiding  caufelefs  wrath  :  but  it  is  no 
reafon  for  perfevering  in  it,  Solomon^ s  counfel  is  very  wife: 
Go  not  forth  hqftily  to  Jlrive^  Uji  thou  know  not  what  to  do  m 
the  end  thereof^  when  thy  neighbour  hath  put  thee  to  Jhame  *- 
But  if  we  are  got  into  fuch  a  condition,  the  fpeadiefl  retreat  is 
the  beft.  Good  people  will  moderate  our  fiiame,  by  accepting 
oiir  firft  advances  towards  a  confeffion,  that  we  have  erred. 
And  if  others  require  fuller  fatisfadion,  we  mull  give  it  them; 
for  it  would  be  monftrous  to  do  them  yet  more  wrong,  becaufe 
we  have  done  them  fome  already. 

But  neareft  in  guilt  to  the  anger,  which  \vas  originally  caufv 
lefs,  is  that  which  becomes  fo  by  lading  beyond  its  caufe« 
Many  things  furnifli  juft  grqund  of  animadverfion  ^  fojuft,  th^t 
we  ihould  be  to  blame,  if  we  omitted  it :  a^g^jfyet  are  of  fo  ilight 
a  nature,  that  we  fliould  be  more  to  blame,  if  we  did  not,  af'tpr 
duly  fignifymg  our  diilike  of  them,  return  immediately  to  our 
former  difpofition  and  behaviour,  even  towards  the  perfon  con- 
cerned, l^or  there  would  be  no  living  in  any  comfort,  if  every 
little  offence  were  to  be  lengthened  out,  and  the  moil  made  of 
it  that  can.  Therefore  in  fuch  cafes,  far  from  letting  the  fun 
go  down  upon  our  wrath  f ,  we  ihould  not  let  the  next  hour, 
fometimes  the  next  moment,  fee  the  leaft  marks  of  it*  Where 
there  is  need,  they  may  -continue  longer  :  and  be  increafed  or 
lefiened,  according  to  the  occalioii.  The  tokens  of  our  difplea- 
fure naay  be  fufpended  for  a  time,  and.  gentler  methods  tried  ; 

w^hicji 
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which  arc  always  the  beft,  ivhen  they  are  l&ely  to  be  effeftual; 
then  refumed,  if  circumftances  de^nand  iti  But  as  foonas  ever 
the  flult  is  reformed,  though  not  perfeSly,  yet  as  far  as  wc  cau 
fairly  expedl,  after  all  allowances  made,  (and  in  moft  cafe$  ^ 
great  many  fiiould  be  made)  then  without  delay  we  fliould  de- 
clariEi  ourfelvfes  reconciled,  for  we  cannot  ^y  longer  he  angry 
{ind  not  fin. 

One  principal  difcouragein^t  of  fuch  reformation  is,  th^t  wc 
commonly  require  of  perfons,  befides  the  affufaiice  of  giving  no 
ofFencte  for  the  future,  great  fubmiffions  fox  what  is  paft.  Add 
they  fliould  always  think  it  their  duty  to  niake  them :  but  we  • 
ihould  for  the  moft  part  think  it  ours  riot  to  infill  t>n  them. 
Indeed  their  chief  objeftiori  againtt  acknowkdging  their  mit- 
demeanour,  frequently  is,  that  they  iriiagitie  it  will  be  in  vain. 
And  were  they  but  undeceived  by  any  little  intimations  of  our 
difpofition  to  forgive,  they  would  repay  us  fully  ^terwaris 
for  that  goodnefs,  to  which  they  would  gladly  have  applied 
before,  ifdefpair  had  not  ivithhtld  them.  Or  if  they  cannot 
even  thus  be  brought  to  own  themfelyes  culpable  in  fo  many 
words :  yet  perhaps  they  will  do  it,  readily  and  fufficiently,  in 
a  lefs  diteft  manner.  And  the  truth  is,  that  fome  forts  of  ac- 
knowledgements may  be  unfuitable  to  fome  forts  of  perfons  on 
fome  occafions.  But  if  any  one  ihould  by  miftake  apprehend 
it  beneath  him  to  comply  with  what  in  ftriftriefs  he  is  bound 
to :  yet,  provided  he  fliews  but  any  way,  that  he  is  confcious 
of  his  error,  and  purpofes  to  avoid  it  for  the  future,  both  chari- 
ty and  humanity  forbid  rigorous  demands  of  jjiore.  Naj, 
though  even  fuch  tacit  confeffions  and  promifes  may  be  {omt- 
what  imperfect  awi  ambiguous,  favourable  and  liberal  cbiiftruc- 
tions  ought  to  be  put  upon  them  :  for  we  Ihould  ever  encou- 
rage perfons  to  amend  by  facilitating  the  means  of  it,  to  the 
beft  of  our  power.  Much  more  then  is  it  incumbent  on  ns  to 
banifh  refentment  intirely,  when  all  the  fatisfadion  hath  been 
offered  us,  that  can  be  made,  though  perhaps  a  full  compenfar 
tion  can  never  be  made.  For  it  is  not  the  damage,  but  the  in- 
jury done  us,  that  juftifies  our  anger.  And  therefore,  when 
the  injury  is  removed  by  repentance,  though  the  damage  con- 
tinue, the  anger  ought  to  ceafe :  becaufe  the  offender  being  now 
^•etumed  to  his  right  mind,  and  become  what  he  fliould,  dif- 
pleafure  againft  him  afterwards  is  difpleafure  againft  a  goo4 
j^erfon,  ii^ilead  of  a  bad  one. 
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I  do  not  fajr,  that  we  ought  always  immediately  to  believe 
every  one,  who  profeiTes  concern^  and  makes  fair  promifes. 
But  we  certainly  ought  to  be  careful,  that  paffion  doth  not 
keep  us  from  believing  what  in  itfelf  is  probable.  Unlefs  we 
are  as  ready  to  be  reconciled,  as  we  were  to  be  provoked ;  and 
give  as  much  credit,  upon  equal  proof,  to  the  penitence,  as  w6 
did  to  the  crime ;  we  are  not  in  a  reafonable  and  Chriftian 
temper.  If  therefore  the  evidences  of  any  one's  amendment 
be  ftrong  enough  only  to  fufpend  our  bad  opinion  of  him,  we 
(hould  fufpend  our  anger  too :  and  as  they  grow  fufficient  to 
thange  it,  we  fliould  change  proportionably  into  kind  beha- 
viour,' and  due  efteem. 

Indeed,  fuppofing  there  be  no  amendment  in  him,  though 
wc  cannot  poffibly  think  well  of  him  in  that  refpeft,  yet  we 
may  in  others ;  for  there  are  ftrange  mixtures  in  moft  people 
of  foolts  and  gbod  qoalides.  Gr,  were  we  to  think  ever  fo 
iUiof  him  upon  the'whol.c,  and  with  ever  fo  much  caufe,  we 
fliould  by  no  means  be  at  liberty,  even  then,  to  cherifh  a  con^ 
Ibaat  indignation  at  hint  boiling  in  our  breafts :  but  our  dif* 
approbation  of  his  character  ought  to  be  gentle  and  mild.  For 
when  fl^ng^r,  from  being  an  occasional  pailion  for  a  time,  dege« 
herates  into  a  fettled  ftate  of  mmd,  it  deferves  a  harflier  name^ 
that  of  rancour^  And  though  in  fuch  a  ftate  we  may  appear 
comspofed,  and  may  in  reality  feel  ilo  vehement  emotions,  this 
alone  i»  far  from  proving  us  innocent.  If  ill  will  be  the  prin- 
ciple of  our  conduft  towards  any  of  our  fellow-creatures  j  if 
tire  fupprefs  their  merit,  undervalue  their  good  aftioris,  give 
a  bad  turn  to  fuch  as  are  capable  of  a  better,  aggravate  their 
failures,  and  do  them  all  the  harm  that  we  fafely  and  quietly 
can  ;  it  is  no  alleviation,  but  the  contrary,  that  we  are  able  to 
do  it  without  lofing  the  command  of  ourfelves.  And  there  are 
fome  of  fo  calm  a  malice,  that  they  can  plot  and  execute  fuch 
iQifchief,  as  the  moft  paflionate  man,  in  the  very  fit  of  his  paf- 
fion, would  recoil  at ;  and  yet  preferve  to  others,  and  perhaps 
to  their  pwn  minds,  the  fliew  of  being  very  good-tempered. 
ftut  this  ddiberate  filcnt  hatred,  as  it  is  the  deepeft  rooted 
an^  moft  durable,  fo  it  is  the  moft  horrible  depravity  of  all 
others,  and  the  fartheft  diflant  from  that  fpirit  of  forgivenefs, 
whilbut  which,  we  fliall  not  be  forgiven. 

Let  us  therefore  in  malice  be  children  ;  but  in  under/landing, 
kien  * :  let  us,  nqt  be  overcome  ofevily  but  overcome  evil  with  goodj-* 
'     •  •  •  I  Cor.  xiv.  30.  t  ^om.  xii.  21. 
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£f H£BZAN6  iv.  26. 
Be  ye  angry  ^  and  Jin  not. 

"T*HE  due  bounds  of  angcjft  with  the  common  ezcei&s  o£ 
them,  have  been  defcrihod  in  my  two  Idft  difeourfes :  and 
Mifirefore  I  now  proceed,   .  .       . 

II.  To  diiTuade  jbufrom  them»  bj  ihewing  you  their  bad 
effeds  5  of  which  you  cannot  but  teive  fecn.  many,  al- 
ready :  but  ftill  it  will  be  needful  to  fee  forth  part  of 
them  more  diftinSUy,  koA  add  otiiera  to  then^< 
Some  ill  confequences  of  iniihoderat^  dng^r  we  feel  immedi- 
ately from  the  very  workings  of  it  within  U3.  For  the  paf- 
fion,  prone  as  we  are  to  indulge  it,  is  effentially  uUe^y.  Thfc 
goodnefs  of  God  hath  conftituted  our  inward  frame  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  the  kind  afiedions  are  all  attended  with  delight : 
but  thofe  emotions*  which  tend  to  give  others  pain,  produce  it 
firft  in«ourfelves,  to  reilrain  us  from  ever  indulging  them  fur- 
ther than  is  necefiary.  The  loweft  degree  of  difpleafure,  as 
the  mere  word  imp^lies,  miift  be  unplesdSng .'  prefents  unwel- 
tonie  thoughts  and  views  of  things  to  the  mind;  which  more 
or  lefs  unfit  it,  fo  long  as  they  lait,  for  the  chearful  and  eafy 
enjoyment  of  life.  But  if  it  rife  to  any  height^  its  agitation^ 
are  acutely  miferable  :  they  rack  and  tear  our  fouls ;  and,  if 
they  return  frequently,  confume  our  health  aad  vigour :  tho* 
indeed,  were  we  ever  fo  ftrong  to  bear  them,  there  is  no  hap- 
pinefs  in  being  able  to  fupport  the  renewal  of  torments.  Then,' 
befides  this  infeparable  feeling,  there  muft  often,  as  it  is  neiy 
fit  there  ihould,  be  a  fecond,  for  the  time  almoil  intolerable^ 
that  of  failing  in  the  mifchief,  to  which  our  fury  prompts  vtsi, 

And 
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And  yet  fuccefs'  in  it  will  onlj,  after  a  ihoft-lived  iiyhumaa 
tranfport,  bring  on  a  greater  variety  of  dreadful  fufferings. 
For  there  quickly  fucceeds  a  ftate  unfpeakably  painful,  of  rage 
at  otirfelves  inftead  of  others  ;  or  at  lead  of  eshaufted  fpirits, 
tiejedion  at  the  remembrance  of  ouf  wickednefs  and  folly  j 
bitter,  and,  it  may  be,  fruitlefs, '  anguifti  for  the  cruel  things 
Aat  we  have  faid  or  done.  And  the  longer  it  is  before  we 
refleft  thus^  the  more  matter  we  hoard  up  to  make  refleftioh 
frightful,  when  il;  come.*. 

Indeed  one  fingle'  confideration  might  be  enough  to  prove 
anger  a  wretched  condition  ;  that  our  enemies  are  always  en* 
deavouring  to  put  us  into  it :  whom  it  is  an  innocent  revenge 
to  mortify,  by  refolving  to  dif appoint  them ;  and  preferve  our- 
felves  in  a  calm,  whatever  ftorms  we  fee  around  us.  He  who 
dath  this,  hath  found  the  true  fecrct,  for  paffing  his  days  with 
comfort,  and  conducing  his  affairs  happily.  Such  a  one  fees 
on  air  fides  of  him,  and  apprehends  every  thing  juft  as  it  is  : 
makes  the  moft  of  each  favourable  opportunity^  and  gives  dif^ 
advantageous  circumftances  the  bed  turn  of  which  they  arc  ca- 
pable. But  paffion  fo  infatuates  men,  that  they  run  direclly 
upon  evident  ruin,  without  perceiving  it :  nor  will  they  al- 
ways avoid  it,  when  they  do  perceive- it.  A  wifr  man  fiareth^ 
and  depart eth  from  evil :  but  a  fool  ragethy  and  is  confident  *. 
At  beft,  they  often  Ipfe  a  point  of  confequence  by  their  warmth 
about  a  trifle ;  difoblige  in  a  fit  of  peeviflinefs  their  moft  zea- 
lous friends,  and  fomctimes  turn  them  into  the  moft  dangerous 
adverfaries.  For  paft  intimacies  furnifli  peculiar  means  of  do- 
ing hurt  for  the  future  :  and  a  hrolher  offended  is  harder  to  ha 
won  than  a  Jirong  cttyf.  -  Then,  at  the  fame  time  that  they 
provoke  needlefs  enmities,  they  give  all  their  enemies  needkfs 
advantages :  often  betraying  their  own  defigns,  perpetually  for- 
warding thgfe  of  their  oppofers.  For  while  they  raflily  prefs 
on  upon  others,  they  lay  themfelves  open  without  defence,  and 
verify  the  faying  of  the  wife  king  :  He  that  hath  no  rule  over 
his  own  fpirity  is  like  a  city  that  is  broken  dmvn,  and  without 
walls  X'  Nothing  requires  more  coolnefs,  than  what  ufually 
raifes  the  moft  hea^  :  meeting  with  unreafonable  oppofition. 
They  who  c-mnot  pafs  by  fmall  injuries  unnoticed,  wall  gene- 
xatty  draw  down^great  ones  upon  their  own  heads.     For  anger 
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pn  fuch  occafioHS,  however  juft,  ferves  only  to  make  bad  peo- 
ple worfe,  and  afford  thetn  handles  for  doing  more  efFeduallj 
what  they  wilh.  Kindle  not  therefore  the  coals  of  ajinner^  lejl 
fbou  be  burnt  with  the  flame  of  his  fire.  Rife  not  up  in  anger 
at  the  prefence  of  an  injurious  perfon^  lejl  be  lie  in  wait  to  in^ 
frap  thee  in  thy  words  *. 

Another  grieyon^  difadvantage  of  a  paflionate  temper  is^ 
|hat  it  hinders  pien  from  repeiving  advice.  Not  every  one 
(Jares,  and  no  one  hath  encouragement,  to  give  it  them.  For 
\htj  will  feldom  bear  the  intimation  of  an  error  in  what  they 
do,  or  an  obje&ion  to  what  they  proppfe.  Nay,  too  common- 
ly, Pledging  reafoi^s  againft  a  thing,  increafes  their  pofitivenefs 
in  favour  of  it.  For  anger  joins  the  two  unfitteft  companions 
in  the  world,  raflipefs  and  obftinacy.  Or,  if  good  counfel 
chances  to  be  once  followed,  the  fame  impatience,  which  hath 
brought  them  into  one  difficulty,  will  foot^  bring  them  into  an- 
pther  as  bad.  So  that,  to  ufe  Solomon's  wqrds,  a  man  of  great 
wrath  fljall  fuffer  punijhment :  for  if  thou  deliver  him^  yet  thou 
muft  do  it  again  t«  What  ufually  inflames  our  refentments  is 
the  defire  of  promoting  our  own  fchemes  and  interefts.  Now, 
pn  the  contrary,  this  is  the  very  inducement  which  flaoidd  mo- 
derate and  check  them.  For  however  triumphjintly  outrage- 
ous peoi>le  ii>ay  feem  to  bear  down  all  before  them  for  a  time; 
yet  it  is  ever  the  cool  head  that  carries  the  point  at  laft.  Bet- 
ter  iV  the  erid  of  a  things  than  the  beginning  thereof:  and  the 
patient  in  fpirit  is  better  than  the  proud  i(i  fpirit.  Be  not  hajlj 
in  thy  fpirit  to  h?  cingry  :  for  anger  refleth  in  the  bofom  of 
fools  t.  But  fuppofing  perfons  of  this  turn  to  have  at  heart, 
not  their  p;yn  private  intereft,  but  public  good  ;  very  often 
their  heat  will  iniflead  them  to  do  evil  inftead  of  it ;  gnd  that 
paofl  dreadful  (evil.  For  the  ftrong  impreflion  of  being  in  the 
right,  lender  which  .they  aft,  inclines  thein  to  run  greater 
lengths  in  what  is  wrongs  th^n  apy  thing  elfe  could.  And 
thus  the  wrath  of  man  worketh  npt,  everi  when  he  may  inten4 
it,  the  righteoufnefs  of  God  \.  Indeed  were  a  flefign  ever  fo 
well  chofen,  and .  harmlefsly  carried  on,  yet  few  things  are  fo 
likely  to  hinder  the  fuccefs  of  it,  as  too  gr^^t  vehemence: 
which  hath  alfo  this  further  inconvenience,   that  after  they, 
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whom  It  animates,  have  fpent  their  firft  fire,  they  are  the  apt^ 
eft  of  'all  others  to  flag  and  defpair,  and  abandon  their  under-i 
taking. 

But,  befides  that  ^e  thus  embarrafs  and  difappoint  ourfelves,- 
W6  oiight  to  refleft  what  fort  of  figure  we  make  to  others: 
Generally  people  endeavour  to  hide  their  frailties  :  hut  be  that 
is  bqfly  offpirit  proclaims  his  ;  and,  as  the  fcripturc  expreflea 
it,  exaUeth  folly  *.  He  aims  at  the  appearance  indeed  of  great 
importance  and  fuperiority  :  and  would  have  it  pafs  for  in- 
ward ftrength,  that  he  exerts  himfelf  fo  immoderately.  But 
unreafonable  paffions  are  no  more  a  proof  of  healthy  vigour  in 
the  fc>ul,  than  fevers  or  convulfipns  are  in  the  body.  Every 
little  accident  affedls  and  flutters  an  infirm  conftitution  ;  whilel 
thofe  of  a  jufter  make  bear  confiderable  changes  undifturbedi 
In  the  fame  manner  a  rightly  tempered  mind  repulfes  even 
great  affaults  without  effort,  and  remains  unmoved ;  while  the 
flighteft  trials  put  a  weak  one  into  remarkable  agitations. 
Perfons  of  the  tendereft  frames,  of  the  fmalleft  experience  and 
knowledge,  of  the  loweft  or  the  moil  impaired  faculties,  have 
ufually  the  leaft  command  of  themfelves/  when  provoked^ 
Nor  doth  the  fudden  fiercenefs,  with  which  refentment  infpires 
men,  at  all  imply  true  bravery,  though  it  may  accidentally 
produce  fome  efle^ls  like  it :  for  this  even  extremity  of  fear 
will  do.  Then  further,  exceflive  anger  is  attended  with  all 
imaginable  fymptoms  of  weaknefs.  For  it  makes  the  wifeib 
people  fay  and  ad;  the  fillieft  things  that  can  be  ;  and  become 
quite  ridiculous,  whilft  they  aim  to  appear  terrible  :  threaten- 
ing what  they  dare  not  do,  attempting  what  they  cannot  do^ 
and  what,  when  the  mad  fit  is  a  little  over,  for  the  World  they 
would  notj  if  they  could  :  expofing  themfdves  by  tlie  moft 
wretched  falfe  reafoqings  ;  laying  great  ftrefs  upon  trifles,  that 
will  bear  none  at  all  j  and,  when  one  wild  aflertion  is  confut- 
ed, rudninginftantly  to  another  to  jiiftify  their  choler^  and  all 
in  vain.  So  piteaus  is  the  figure  that  the  paflionate  make : 
and  it  is  oft^n  a  lafting  fliamej  which  the  bluftering  affedation 
of  falfe  greatnefs  brings  upon  them  in  a  few  moments.  Com- 
pofure  is  an  eiTential  part  of  true  dignity :  and  aif  elevated  foul 
is  above  taking  notice  of  the  impotent  attacks,  which  a  meart 
one  (hews  its  meannefs  by  buiying  itfelf  to  refent  and  return- 
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Sopae  fort  of  exorbitant  anger  indeed  i$  far  from,  deferving  | 
contempt :  but  in  proportion  as  it  ceafes  to  he  defpicabk,  it  \ 
becomes  hateful.  Nay,  it  hath  often  both  thcfe  bad  qualities 
at  once.  The  little  fretfulnefs  that  goes  no  further  than  pee- 
yiQx  words  at  every  turn,  though  an  obje£t  of  derifioa,  yet 
breaks  grievouily  in  upon  the  quiet  of  life,  and  fre^om  of 
converfation  :  puts  every  one,  that  comes  near  the  perfon  fub- 
jeft  to  it,  under  very  difagreeable  reftraints ;  and  ufuaUy  to 
fmall  purpofe.  For  the  leaft  incident  of  a  thouiand  IhaU  be 
fufBcient  to  turn  his  higheft  good  humour  into  a  furious  rage, 
a  perverfe  captioufnefs,  or  a  fuUen  filcnce:  while  he  himfelf 
doth  not  know,  or  is  afliamed  to  tell,  at  what  he  is  offended; 
^d  jtt^  like  a  froward  child,  grows  the  more  unmanageable 
for  the  pains  taken  to  pleafe  him.  This  muft  caufe  uneafinefs 
lo  all  that  fee  it :  but  fome  have  a  tendernefs  of  mind,  that  • 
makes  them  feel  it  acutely.  They  fear  they  have,  done  amifs, 
^nd  fearcli  in  vain  for  what  can  have  given  fuch  greajt  difguil» 
But  efpecially  they,  who  have  either  any  affe&ion  for  fuch  an 
unreafonabie  perfon,  or  any  intereft  depending  on  his  r^ard 
for  them,  n^uft  be  perpetually  miferahfc  with  him.  So  that» 
>^hen  thefe  wretches  do  no  wocfe,  they  perplex  and  difqwt 
every  one  about  them  ;  and  thofe  moft,  to  whom  th^y  ihouU 
be  the  kindeft.  But  when  their  paffioa  burlfs  foitlat  with  any 
uncommon  degree  of  vehemence,  then  it  bath  ^e^  yet  more 
ierious  :  the  moft  grating  and  difobliging  things  are  faid  that 
<;an  be  invented :  failings  unmercifiitty  expofed  ;  cru^  impu- 
tations, tliough  known  to  be  falfe,  injurioufly  naade ;  lecrcts 
divulged,  that  ought  to  have  been  for  ever  hidden ;  promi^ss 
broken,  that  fliouJd  liave  been  kept  inviolably :  and  all  this, 
merely  becaufe  aa  iaconfiderate  creature  is  pleafed  to  be  ia  a 
rage,  perhaps  without  a  ihadow  of  ground  for  it* 
•  Thus  even  the  more  tranfitory  fits  of  anger  hurry  men  inta 
behaviour  extremely  wicked  :  and  a  llorm  of  fury,  that  poffi- 
bly  doth  not  laft  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  deftroys  or  grievoiifly 
diminiihes  the  comfort  of  another,  it  may  be  through  all  his 
days.  But  when  their  difpleafure  takes  deeper  root,  and  infers 
the  temper  with  a  fettled  ill  will,  then  they  will  make  it  the 
bufinefs  of  their  lives  to  deprefs  and  fit  heavy  upon  the  objefl 
of  their  malignity,  to  fruftrate  his  moft  equitable  expedations, 
and  follow  him  about  with  unwearied  labours  to  blaft  the  fuc- 
crfs  of  every  thbg  which  he  undertake*?     Neither  generofity, 
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Aor  hmnamiy,  nor  goodne&  of  chataAer,  nor  Aearneiis  of  i«^ 
kition,  nor  greatnefs  of  favours  received,  can  extinguifh  their 
refisiitinent :  which  fometimes  conceals  itfelf  under  fpecioics 
pretences  and  fmiling  appearances,  watching  the  opportunitj 
of  fome  efieftual  mifchief ;  at  others,  incapable  of  difguife,  ic 
Uazes  forth  in  open  violence ;  laws  and  puniihrnents,  humaa 
and  divine,  are  unable  to  deter  them,  and  nodiing  flidrt  of  xm^ 
mediate  deftruftion  will  afTuage  their  hatred.  How  pemicioos 
muft  people  of  thk  character  be  in  focietj  !  how  dangerous 
muft  thej  appear  in  the  ejes  of  men  !  how  guilty  in  the  £ghc 
of  God  !  Guiitj,  not  only  of  all  the  evil  which  they  have  di- 
re^ly  done ;  but  all  whkh  they  have  either  incited  others  ti» 
do  for  them,  or  provoked  others  to  do  againft  them*  For  tm 
•ngry  man  Jiirrtth  up  firife^  and  a  fnriom  man  nbomadeth  in 
tranfgrtjjton  *. 

The  m^ehavtcmrs  and  crofs  accidents,  df  wluch  this  worUt 
is  full,  were  intended  to  exercife  thcrfe  virtues  of  meeknefs  and 
patience,  which  the  next  world  is  intended  to  rewiiird*  Buc  t» 
ufe  the  vexations  of  Iffe  as  opportunities  to  run  mad  and  d» 
mifehie^  is  a^ing  contrary  to  the  whole  defign  of  our  Maker; 
contrary  to  the  native-  tendemefs  of  our  own  hearts,  to  our 
confcioufnefs  of  human  frailties,  to  the  pity  we  ought  to  fed 
for  the  mtferies  of  human  circumftances  ;  contrary  to  the  die* 
tates  of  natural  religion,  which  requires  us  to  imitate  the  good-* 
nefs  we  adore,  and  to  the  moft  exprefs  precepts  of  Chriftianity« 
which  allows  us  not  the  leaft  hope  of  CJod's  mercy  on  any  otl^r 
condition  than  this,  that  ifwejbrgive  men  their  trefpaffks^  tasr 
heavenly  Father  wiH  alfi  forgive  wj  f . 

But  here  fome  will  plead,  that  however  h-artful  to  ourfelvcs 
or  others  this  paffion  may  be,  it  cannot  be  fa  finful  as  it  h»tk 
been  reprefented,  becaufe  it  is  often  involuntary.  And  fome 
degrees  of  it,  we  muft  own,  fcem  to  be  fo :  and  the  temptatioiB- 
of  our  corrupt  nature,  to  very  blameatle  degrees,  are  often 
exceedingly  ftrong.  But  ftill  in  fuch  cafes  we  are  ftrangdy 
willing  to  believe  much  lefs  to  be  in  our  power,  than,  by  the 
help  of  God's  grace,  is*  And  the  way  to  know  how  far  it 
feally  extends,  will  be,  n(}t  to  imagine  about  ir,  and  lament 
that  we. cannot  do  what  in  truth  we  can  do  very  weH  ;  but  t?o 
ti-y,  and  that  by  the  ufb  of  proper  means.     For  they,  who  are 

'  .     totally 
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totally  unaUe  to  check  their  paffion  by  an  immediate  effort  of 
their  mind  at  the  time,  had  they  governed -themfelves  rightly 
before^  perhaps  would  fcarce  have  felt  anj^  paflion  to  check. 
And  therefore  I  fhall  now  proceed  in  conclufion, 

III.  To  direft  how  excejQive  anger  may  beft  be  avoided* 
Now  the  great  general  rule  for  this  and  every  good  purpofe 
is,  to  obtain  from  God,  by  reading  his  holy  word,  by  medita- 
tion and  prayer,  the  fpirit  of  love  to  him  and  to  our  neighbour. 
In  proportion  as  that  rules  in  our  hearts  *,  we  ihall  be  humble 
and  meek,  live  as  being  always  in  his  prefence,  fear  to  offend 
lum,  defire  to  pleafe  him«  labour  to  imitate  him :  we  fhall 
think  often  and  ferioufly  what  great  provocations  from  us  our 
heavenly  Father  hath  pafTed  over,  through  fo  long  a  courfe  of 
years  ;  what  (hocking  indignities  our  bleiTed  Redeemer  under* 
went  contentedly  and  filently  for  our  fakes  ;  with  what  per- 
fevering  patience  the  Holy  Ghoft  offers  to  us  his  fanftifyiug 
influences,  notwithftanding  all  we  do  to  grieve  him  ;  how  ef- 
fectually pious  men,  in  all  ages,  have  been  moved  by  thefe 
benefits  to  copy  the  divine  long-fuffering :  we  ihail  leara  to 
bear  with  our  fellow-finners,  with  whom  the  Almighty  bears : 
we  ihall  call  to  mind,  that  he  hath  made  them  of  the  fame 
blood,  united  them  into  the  fame  body  under  Chrift  our  head, 
Urives  with  them  by  the  fame  fpirit :  we  fhall  recoiled,  that 
he  commands  us  to  forgive  each  others  trefpaffes,  and  promote 
each  others  happinefs,  and  will  treat  us  as  we  treat  our  breth- 
ren :  that  all  the  vexations  which  befall  us  here,  if  we  go  thro* 
them  with  the  temper  which  we  ought,  infiead  of  doing  us  the 
leafl  harm,  fhall  unfpeakably  augment  our  felicity  hereafter ; 
and  that  by  all  the  injuries  which  others  do  us,  however  they 
may  triumph  in  them  at  prefent,  they  are  only  heaping  coalt 
of  fire  on  their  own  heads  f  :  a  coniideration  that  furely  fhould 
melt  our  anger  i^to  pity,  and  induce  us  never  to  go  a  flep  far* 
thcr  in  corredion  or  refentment  than  fecurity  requires ;  but 
leave  vengeance  to  him  whofe  it  is.  Thus  then  from  the  two 
infeparable  commandments  of  love  to  God  and  man,  flow  in- 
eflimable. motives  to  mild  fentiments  and  gentle  behaviour,  hf 
which  pious  and  Chriftian  minds  \xnll  be  powerfully  influenc- 
ed ;  experiencing  not  only  th,eir  natural  force,  but  the  addition- 
al efficacy  of  divine  grace,  annexed  to  the  ufe  of  them.     And 
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there  is  no  other  radical  cure  of  irregular  pafiions.  But  ftill» 
together  with  this  univerfal  medicine,  there  are  feveral  auxi- 
liary and  appropriated  rules  of  regimen  during  our  continu- 
ance in  the  courfe  of  it,  to  he  followed,  and  therefore  needful 
to  be  fpecified. 

One  is,  that  we  avoid  forming  refined  and  romantic  notions 
of  human  perfeSion  in  any  thing.  For  thefe  are  much  apter 
to  heighten  our  expeftations  from  others,  and  our  demands 
upon  them,  than  to  increafe  our  watchfblnefs  over  ourfclves : 
and  fo  every  failure  provokes  us  more  highly  than  it  would 
have  done  elfe.  A  fenfe  of  things,  too  delicate  for  our  nature, 
and  the  ftate  in  which  we  live,  is  no  accomplifliment,  but  aii 
infirmity.  And  overilrained  notions  of  friendfhip  and  honour, 
or  any  virtuous  attainment,  conftantly  do  harm.  For  if  we 
fancy  ourfelves  arrived  at  thefe  heights,  we  fliall  refent  it  as 
profanation,  when  the  reft  of  the  world  treat  us  as  being  near- 
ly on  the  level  with  them,  which  yet  they  certainly  will. 
And  if  we  go  to  meafurc  thofe  around  us  by  thefe  ideas  ;  we 
ihall  look  on  perfons,  whenever  we  have  a  mind  to  do  fo,  as 
monfters  not  to  be  fupported,  who,  in  a  reafonable  way  of 
thinking,  would  appear  very  tolerably  good  people.  We  fhould 
therefore  endeavour,  by  frequent  reflection,  to  form  a  habit  of 
judging  with  moderation  concerning  our  neighbours  and  our- 
felves. Man  is  a  fallen  being,  defe&ive*  in  his  underftanding^ 
and  depraved  in  his  inclinations  ;  placed  in  circumftances,  in 
which  many  things  call  him  off  from  what  he  {hould  do,  many 
things  prompt  him  to  what  he  fhould  not  do  ;  and  often,  before 
he  hath  well  learned  to  diftinguifti  one  from  the  other,  or  too 
fuddenly  for  him  to  apply  the  diftinftion  rightly. 

Now  only  refleft,  when  a  multitude  of  fuch  creatures  as  thefo 
are  put  to  live  together,  with  interefts  and  appetites,  humours 
and  fancies,  interfering  every  hour  ;  what  a  number  of  wrong 
adtions  muft  of  courfe  be  continually  done,  and  fome  of  them 
very  wrong  :  which  yet  may  be  attended  with  fuch  alleviations, 
that  even  a  fuperior  faultlefs  nature,  looking  down  upon  bur 
earth,  wouldby  no  means  impute  all  that  was  amifs,  as  heinous 
guilt  to  the  perfons  that  did  it.  This  however  is  no  reafon, 
why  we  fliould  indulge  ourfelves  in  failings  :  for  wilful  indul- 
gence is  always  criminal.  But  it  is  a  ftrong  reafon,  why  we 
jhould  not  be  bitter  againfl  others,  on  finding  them  fuch,  as  we 
h^d  caufe  to  expeft  they  would  be  :  but  receive  a  large  Ihare 
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of  uneaimefs  from  them  contentedly,  and  a  fmall  one,  with 
thankfulneTs  that  it  is  no  greater  ;  efpeciallj  confidering,  what 
we  can  never  bear  in  the  mind  too  much,  that  no  one  of  ns  is 
that  fuperior  fauhlefs  nature,  which  I  have  been  fuppofing ; 
but  each  of  us  a  poor  frail  being,  with  the  feeds  in  him  at  leaft 
of  all  the  vile  actions,  that  we  charge  upon  others :  and  on  the 
whole  perhaps  as  bad,  perhaps  even  worfe  than  fome  of  thofe, 
at  whom  we  are  fo  vehemently  exafperat^d. 

Almofl  every  one  is  apt  to  join  fome  notion  of  peculiar  dig- 
nity to  his  own  perfon  :  and  to  imagine,  that  offences  are  great- 
ly aggravated  by  being  committed  againft  him :  that  his  cha- 
raftcr  and  concerns,  his  family  and  friends,  his  opinions  and 
tafte,  ought  to  be  treated  with  a  fingular  degree  of  regard.  But 
then  really  we  fliould  remember,  that  multitudes  befides  may 
juft  as  allowably  think  the  fame  thing  of  theirs  ;  indeed  that 
all  men  are  as  dear  to  themfelves,  as  we  can  be  to  ourfelves : 
which  brings  us  back  fo  far  upon  the  level  again.  And  the 
ferious  confideration  of  it  muft  furely  convince  us,  that  our 
common  intereft,  as  well  as  duty,  is,  to  think  and  ad:  mildly; 
that  pride  was  not  made  for  many  nor  furious  anger  for  them 
that  are  horn  of  a  woman  *. 

Other  direftions  muft  be  given  more  briefly.  One  is  not  to 
indulge  ourfelves  in  any  fort  of  over  great  nicenefs  and  delica* 
cy :  for  it  hardly  ever  gives  real  pleafure,  and  it  furnifhes  per- 
petual occafions  of  difguft  and  fretfulnefs.  Another  is,  to  a- 
void  inquifitivenefs  after  materials  for  anger  to  work  upon. 
It  is  better  not  to  hear  of  every  little  wrong  thing  that  is  done 
about  Us,  or  faid  of  us.  And  therefore  we  fliould  never  en- 
courage perfons  in  the  officioufnefs  of  acquainting  us  with  them 
iieedlefsly :  but  always  have  fome  fufpicion  of  fuch  as  are  pe- 
culiarly forward  in  it.  For  innumerable  are  the  friend- 
fliips  and  agreeable  acquaintances  that  have  been  broken  off, 
and  the  refentments  and  animofities  raifed,  by  tales  and  infinu- 
ations  of  this  kind,  either  wholly  or  in  part  falfe;  or  idle'and 
trifling,  though  true.  Two  other  important  rules,  and  clofely 
connected,  are  :  fifft,  never  to  engage  by  choice  in  more  bufi- 
nefs,  than  we  can  eafily  manage ;  for  that,  by  caufing  hurry 
and  frequent  niifcarriages,  will  certainly  caufe  vexation  and 
peevifimefs  :  then,  to  preferve  a  fteady  attention  to  what  we  do 
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engage  in.  Men  are  often  grofsly  negligent  of  their  affairs  : 
and  afterwards  furioufly  angry  at  thofe  diforders  in  them,  for 
which  they  themfelves  are  almoft,  if  not  quite,  as  much  to 
blame,  as  others.  Now  regular  care  would  h^vc  preventeH 
mifnianagement :  which  alternate  fita  of  remiiSie&  and  rage 
will  never  do.  Indeed  we  fliould  obviate,  as  far  as  we  can, 
every  thing,  that  we  find  apt  to  ruffle  our  minds :  and  carry 
the  precaution  down  even  to  our  diverfions  and  amufemehts. 

IBor  fome  of  thefe  have  often  fo  very  bad  an  efcft  upon  the 
temper,  that  not  to  apply  fo  eafy  a  remedy  as  laying  theih 
afide,  is  really  inexcufable.  Another  material  thing  to  be 
fhunned,  is  familiarity  with  paffionate  perfons :  not  only  for 
the  very  plain  reafon,  left  they  fliouId  provoke  us,  but  alfo  left 
their  example  fliould  infe£):  us.  Make  no  friend/hip  with  an 
angry  tnan^  and  with  a  furious  man  thoujhalt  t^ot  go  ,•  ^^  thw 
karn  Ms  ways^  and  get  a  fnare  to  thy  foul  *.  But  to  tfonveVfe 
IVith  thofe,  who  are  of  mild  difpofitions,  to  obferve  how  they 
take  things,  and  be  advifed  by  them  how  we  fliould  take  them^ 
wiH  be  of  unfpeakable  (ervice. 

Thefe  are  preparations  before  danger.  When  it  approaches 
near,  the  m^in  point  is,  to  recolleft,  how  dreadful  it  would  be 
to  give  way  and  lofe  ourfelves,  and  to.  refolve  that  we  will  not^ 
Towards  keeping  this  refolution,  we  fliall  find  it  one  great  pre- 
ferv^tive,  though  it  may  feem  a  flight  matter,  not  to  let  the  ac- 
cent of  our  fpeech,  or  any  one  of  our  geftures  be  vehement- 
For  thefe  things,  excite  paflion  mechanically  :  whereas  a  foft 
anfwer^  the  fcripture  tells  us,  turned  away  wrath  f  :  compofes 
the  fpirit  of  the  giver  himfelf,  as  well  as  the  receiver  of  it. 
Alfo  making  ufe  of  the  gentleft  and  leaft  grating  terms,  that 
we  can,  will  be  extremely  beneficial :  and  accordingly  it  fol- 
lows there,  that  grievous  words JHr  up  anger. 

But  if  fuch  begin  to  prefent  themfelves,  and  ftniggle  for 
vent,  we  muft  refolve  to  utter  as  few  of  any  fort  as  poffible : 

'  or,  if  it  become  requifite,  none  at  all :  but  Ibut  faft  the  door  of 

QUr  lips,  till  the  majliff  within  hath  done  harking^  as  is  related 

to  have  been  the  praftice  of  Socrates  J,     It  is  a  painful  re- 
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(Iraint :  but  if  we  will  remain  mafters  of.ourfelves,  it  Is  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary.  For  one  hafty  expreffion  burning  out,  makes 
freer  way  for  another :  till  at  laft  the  banks  are  Ipyell^d,  and 
the  torrent  carries  all  before  it,  A  patient  man  therefore  wi// 
hear  for  a  time,  and.  afterwardf  joy  Jhallfpring  up  unto  him. 
He  will  bide  bis  words  for  a  time,  and  t be  lips  ofmanyjbxdldt" 
clare  bis  wifdom*.  But  above  all,  we  fliould  inviolably  ob- 
ferve  never  to  aft  in  a  heat.  Thoughts,  alas,  will  be  top  quick 
for  us :  a  few  improper  words  may  efcape :  l?nt  aftions  ^s^ 
.muqh  more  in  our  power.  We  may  be  top  angry  at  prefait  to 
venture  upon  acling  at  all :  a  little  delay  caii  do  no  harm,  and 
may  do  a  great  deal  of  good.  Only  when  we  take  time,  wc 
Ihould  make  a  right  ufe  of  it  :^  not  revolve  an  i^nfignificailt  of- 
fence  in  our  minds,  interpret  little  incidents  with  pierverfe 
acutenefs,  and  lay  ftrefs  upon  groundlefs  fancies,  till  we  work 
it  up  iito.  a  heinous  crime.  The  beft  underftandlngs,  withont 
good  tempers,  can  go  the  greateft  lengths  in  this  yiray :  and  em- 
ploying tjieirrefleft  ion  to  excite  the  difpleafure,  which  it  ought 
to  reftrain,  the  longer  they  ruminate,  the  more  untraftable  they 
grow.  Now  paf&on  may  be  trufted  very  fafely  to  fuggeft  all 
the  aggravating  circumftances.  Rcafon  therefore  Ihould  be 
called  in,  only  to  reprefent  the  alleviating,  confiderations :  of 
which  we  perpetually  overlook  p)  many  and  fo  impdrtant  ones, 
that  we  fliould  give  thofe  about  us  all  poffible  encouragement 
to  remind  us  of  them.  And  if  the  perfort,  by  whom  we  thbk 
ourfelves  aggrieved,  be  one,  with  whom  we  have  any  clofe 
conneftion,  or  of  whom  we  have  ground  to  thinly  a^iyantage- 
oufly  5  laying  our  complaint  mildly  before  him,  and  hearken- 
ing impartially  to  his  anfwer,  naay  very  poffibly  fet  all  ^^g^.^ 
and  place  us  on  a  better  footing,  than  ever  we  "vy:ere  before. 
Admonijb  a  friend:  it  may  he  be  batb  not  done  it ;  and  ifh 
.  have  done  it  J  that  be  do  it  no  more.  Admoni/b  tky  friend :  it 
may  he  be  batb  not  f aid  it :  and  if  he  bcnxe,  that  be  /peak  it  not 
again.  Admonijb  a  friend  :for  n^any  times  it,  is  ajlander :  and 
believe  not  every  tale.  TTfere  is  one^  that  Jlippetb  in  bisfpceeh; 
hut  not  from  bis  bear^  :  and  who  is  be,  that  hatf)  not  offendd 
with  bis  tongue  /  Admonijb  thy  neighbour ,  before  tbqu  threaUn 
him :  and,  not  being  angry,  give  place  to  the  law  of  the  mojl^ 
ffigbf.     Only  this*  caution  ought  to  be  bbferved  in  the  cafe, 

•    ■      •   that 

»  ■ 

•  Ecclus.  I.  23,  a4t  t  Ecclus.  »x.  1 3,-1  ^ 
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that  fuchy  as  are  natural! j  iVarm  and  Impatient,  fhould  but  fel« 
^oin  riik  a  iierlonal  explanation  at  firft :  but  rather  employ 
Tome  common  wcll-wifher ;  oh  whofe  probity  and  prudence 
thej  can  fafely  depend,  that  h«  wiU  moderate,  not  inflame,  mat- 
*ters  by  intcrpofing.  And  when  thus,  or  any  way,  the  fubjeft 
of  difference  is  rightly  ftated:  if  the  other  pArty  be  innocent^ 
let  us  admit  it  with  pleafure ;  if  he  own  his  fault,  though  not 
f6  fully  ad  he  fhould,  let  us  reteive  his  acknowledgtiment  with 
•generofity.  And  if,  in  return,  he  brings  a  charge  agairtft  usx 
let  us  fay  with  calmpcfs  what  we  have  to  fay  juftly  in  our  ©wn 
favour ;  confefs  frankly,  with  due  concern,  whatever  hath  been 
amifi  ;  and  where  there  is  no  room  for  a  defence,  attempt  no 
palliation  ;  but  follow  the  injundion  of  fcripture  :  If  thou  hajl 
done  foblijbly^  or  if  thou  hajl  thought  evil^  lay  thine  hand  upon 
ihy  mouth  *.  It  will  be  very  dimpnourable,  and  very  ftrange 
in  him,  td  treat  us  unkindly  upod  this.  But  if  he  doth,  we 
xnuft  fubmit  patiently  to  what  we  have  brought  upon  our« 
fclves ;  and  not  be  guilty  of  a  fecond  ^ifdemeanour,  becaufe 
bar  firft  is  not  handfomely  fovgiven  us. 

Thcfe  rules  we  fliall,  every  one.  of  us,  l^ore  or  lefs,  violate. 
But  then,  through  God's  grace,  we  may  turn  even  our  tranf- 
greiliohs  of  them  to  our  benefit,  by  gaining  fuch  experimental 
knowledge  of  ourfelves,  as  will  fupply  us  ^ith  fpecific  direc-* 
jtions  fitted  t6  our  own  cafe  ;  and  on  that  account  far  furer  to 
be  fuccef^ful  at  laft,  than  any  more  general  ones,  that  can  be 
jprefcribed  to  us  by  others. 

And  now,  after  thus  delivering  rules  for  the  preveiitlon  or 
cure  of  unwarrantable  refentment,  both  which  are  works  of  no 
ifmall  difiiculty,  let  me  add  in  conclufion,  that  all  around  us 
ought  to  affift  us  in  them  :  and  particularly,  by  confcientioufly 
ibftaining  from  throwing  in  our  way  any  temptations  to  that 
ifin.  The  intemperate  heat  of  the  paffionate  is  very  blameable  : 
but  the  deliberate  wickednefs  of  the  cool  and  artful,  who  roufc 
them  itltd  paffion,  is  abominable :  and  even  the  fportful  teazings 
bf  milicioiis  niirth,  when  employed  againft  fuch,  deferve  no 
flight  cenfure.  St.  Paui  twice  admonifties  parents,  not  to  pro-^ 
poke  their  children  to  wrath  j-:  probably  becaufe  it  might  be 
likely  to  give  an  early  wrong  turii  to  their  tender  minds. 
Now,  if  it  be  unlawful  to  excite  a  fliort- lived  anger  in  thefe, 

X  X  2  who 
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i^ho  are  many  of  them  incapable  of  doing  hurt,  be  thej  ever 
fo  angry ;  how  great  a  crime  is  it  to  ftir  up  rage,  where  the 
confequence  may  be  miknown  mifchief  of  various  forts :  and 
how  excellent  a  duty^  to  take  every  opportunity,  (and  w^havc 
all  of  us  frequently  fuch)  for  idifppfing  the  hearts  of  thofe  about 
us  to  that  fpirit  of  meeknefs  and  univerfal  good  will,  which  is 
the  qualification  for  ^happincfs  here  and  hereafter  !  TbefruU 
o/rigbteoufnefs  is  f own  in  peace  of  them  that  make  peacf*.  Svm 
to  yourf elves  in  righteoujnefs^  and  reap  in  mercy  f . 

*  James  iiL  i8.  t!^B^  >•  i^ 
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James  v,  12. 

vui  above  all  things,  my  hretbren^  /wear  not ;  neither  by  Jkeis^  \ 
venf  neither  by  the  earthy  neither  by  any  other  6ath  ;  but  let 
your  yea  be  yea^  and  your  nay^  nay  /  lejl  ye  fall  into  coUfi^ 
demnation. 

rPHIS  precept  of  St.  yames  is  plainly  taken  from  that  part 
of  our  Saviour's  fermon  on  the  mount,  where  jilft  the  fame 
prohibition  occurs,  onlj  expreffed  more  at  large,  in  the  follow* 
ing  words :  Te  have  heard^  that  it  hath  been /aid  by  them  of  old 
tinUy  thou  Jhak  not  for/wear  thy f elf  butjhalt  perform  unto  thts 
Lord  thine  oaths.  Bui  I  fay  unto  youy  fwedr  not  at  all:  neither 
hy  heaven  J  for  it  is  God^S  throne  ;  nor  by  the  earthy  for  it  is  bis 
footftool ;  neither  by  Jerufalem,  for  it  is  the  city  of  the  great 
king  ;  neither  Jhalt  thou  /wear  by  thy  head ;  for  thou  canfl  not 
make  one  hair  white  or  black.  But  let  your  communication  be 
yea^  yea  ;  nay^  nay, :  for  whatfoever  is  more  than  thefe^  cometb 
of  evil*.  Tliefe  are  the  only  texts  of  fcripture,  where  we 
meet  with  any  command  of  this  kind.  And  therefore  to  un- 
derftand  aright,  as  it  greatly  concerns  us,  what  the  Chriftiait 
doftrine  is  in  relation  to  oaths  ;  our  bufinefs  muft  be  to  confider 
well,  and  compare  together  thefe  two  paiTages*  There  is  uii- 
queftidnably  a  ftrong  appearance  at  firft  fight,  that  all  oaths 
without  exception  are  forbidden  in  them :  and  it  is  no  wonder, 
that  maQ.y  have  been  carried  away  by  that  appearance,  and 
held  it  unlawful  po  fwear  upon  any  occafion*    But  whoever 

wiU 
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Will  examine  the  matter  thoroughly,  can  hardly  fail,  I  thinK, 
to  be  fully  fatisfivd  of  the  contrary. 

That  an  oath  hath  no  unlawfulnefs  in  its  own  nature,  need* 
Very  little  proof.  For  what  is  it  ?  It^is  acknowledging  our- 
felves  to  iiand  in  the  prefence  of  God,  and  have  him  for  the 
witnefe  of  what  we  fay  ;  it  is  declaring  ourfelves  to  be  fenfiblej 
that  if  We  fpcak  falfely,  we  forfeit  his  favour  ;  and  ^onfeffing; 
that  we  forfeit  it  juftly.  Nowthefe^are  truths,  all  of  theni 
highly  honourable  to  God  r  and  it  cannot  be  finful,  it  is  indeed 
au  aft  of  piety  and  worfhip,  to  make  a  ferious  ptofeffionof 
them  before  him.  And  for  the  only  thing  befidcs,  which  ad 
ojitb-i^  taken  to  imply,  that  we  freely  confent  to  become  ob- 
jeflbs  of  his  anger,  if  we  are  not  fincere ;  it  muft  evidently  be 
limited  to  fuch  confent,  as  we  are  capable  of  giving,  to  what 
will  equally  follow,  whether  we  eonfent  or  not.  We  fpeak 
in  {he  fame  manrier  on  common  occafions  perpetually ;  kni 
tell  thofe,  to  whom  we  apply,  that  if  fuch  or  fuch  a  thing, 
which  we  fay,  be  not  true,  we  willingly  renptince  all  claim  to 
their  friendlhipi^  The  expreflion  is  univetfally  tuideiflood; 
and  ufed  without  fcruple,  between  men  :  and  it  is  Juft  as  in- 
telligible', and  allowable  too;  when  addrefied  to  Cod: 

Oaths  therefore;  in  themfelves,  are  certainly  lawful :  and 
farther,  they  are  highly  ufeful  alfo.  For  nieii  are.fo  extrcn^ely 
jprone,  both  to  conceal  trtith^  and  to  fpeak  untruths,  when  their 
'  paffions,  or  .their  interefts^  prompt  them  tb  dofd;  that  they 
have  need  of  the  moft  powerful  reftraints  to  keep  them  frbm 
it ;  and  thofe  to  be  inforced,  in  the  moft  affcding  manner;  on 
their  confciences.  Now  undoubtedly  the  thought,  that  God 
knows  and  will  avenge  it,  if  we  tranigrefs,  iaay  awakfch  axii 
check  men,  when  nothing  elfe  can.  And  the  moft  efie£lual 
iivay  of  biinging  that  thought  ftrongly  into  our  minds,  is  re- 
quiring us  to  make  a  folemn  acknowledgment  of  it,  as  in  hii 
prefence.  He  is  indeed  Equally  prefent,  arid  eqiially  juft,  whe- 
ther we  invoke  him  or  not.  But  it  is  our  fefife  of  his  prefence 
and  juftice  that  muft  influence  us :  arid  nothing  can  poilibly  ei- 
ther excite  or  teftify  that  fo  completely  as  an  oath; 

Jt  idiuft  be  owned,  great  iiumbers  will  certainly  fpeak  truth 
wthout  an  oath<:  and  too  many  will  not  fpeak  it  with  one; 
But  the  generality  of  mankind  are  of  a  middle  fort ;  nfeither 
fo  virtuous,  as  to  be  fafely  trufted,  in  cafes  of  importance^  ori 
their  hare  tjeord  i  nor  yet  fo  abandoned|  as  to  violate  a  more 
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folemn  engagement.  Accordingly  we  find  by  e3f perienc£»  th^ 
many  "yviH  boldly  fay,  what  they  will  by  no  means  adventure 
to  fwear ;  and  the  difference^  which  they  make  between  thefc 
two  things,  is  often  indeed  much  greater  than  they  fliould ; 
but  ftiil  it  fhew3  the  need  of  infilling  on  the  ftfongrft  fecurity. 
.When  onc.e  n^n  are  under  that  awful  ti^,  apd  as  the  fcripturc 
phrafe  is,  have,  bound  thjir  fouls  witb  a  hand  *,  it  compofes 
their  paffions,  counterbalances  their  pii^judices  a,nd  interefts, 
inake^i  theni  mindful  of  what  they,  promife,  and  careful  w^at 
they  affert ;  pu.ts  th^m  iipon  e:Jiacln9fs  in  every  circumftance: 
:^nd  circumftances  are  often  very  material  things.  Even  the 
good  might  be  too  negligent,  and  the  bad  would  frequently 
kave  no-  confcem  at  all,  about  their  wQrd§,  if  1%  were  not  for 
'  the  folemnity  of  this  religious  aft-  And  ^  farther  advantage 
of  it  is,  that  when  wq  have  thus  had  the  ftrongeft  aiTurance 
given  us,  which  WQ  can  have,  concerning  any  matter,  we  are. 
naturally  difpofed  to  acquiefcc  in  it :  apd  ^n  oath  for  confirma^ 
Hon  becomes  the  end  of  alljirife  +. 

This  pra&ice  therefore,  is  of  fo  great  confequence,  that  hu- 
^lan  fociety  would  fcarce  be  kept  in  tolerable  order  by  any 
other  means.  Perhaps  indeed  a  fmall  community,  of  which 
^very  member  fcruplcd,  taking  stii  oathj  may,  by  ftrift  difci- 
pline,  fubfift  for  fome  time  without  it :  and  a  fmall  feA  of  fudi 
perfons,  in  the  midft  of  a  larger  community,  may,  under  due 
limitations,  be  fafely  excufed  from  it  alfp,  whilft"  they  continue 
(ufficiently  diftinguiflied  from  the  reft  of  the  world  5  and  whilft 
the  value,  which  they  fet  on  this  indulgence,  mak<^  them  fear- 
.  ful  of  doing  any  thing  to  forfeit  it.  But  were  fuch  a  permif- 
fion  to  become  general  throughout  a  large  nfttion,  ?fpecially  one 
enjoying  wealth  and  commerce  and  liberty ;  were  all  the  dif- 
ferent forts  of  perfons  in  it  to  be  releafed  at  once  from  what 
they  all  looked  on  as  their  ftrongeft  obligation  to  tmth ;  it  is 
eafy  to  fee,  that  univerfal  confufion  mu,ft  inevitably  follow. 
And  there  is  not  any  age,  or  nation  of  the  world,  but  have 
mewn,  that  they  were  fenfible  of  this.  All  governments  have 
ever  required  the  moft  highly  efteeined  of  their  fubje^s,  on 
every  fit  occafion,  to  confirm  their  teftimony  by  an  appeal  to 
God  :  for  if  it  is  not  demanded  of  every  one  who  is  able  to 
.give  it  with  a  good  confcience,  how  can  it  be  expeffced  of  any?* 
'  Not  only  amongft  the  heathens  therefore,  but  amongft  the 

-■■■■'  hoi  J 
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holy  patriarchs  alfo,  ftem  early  times,  good  men  hare  a&ed, 
and  equally  good  men  have  given,  the  fecurity  of  an  oath. 
God  himfelf  is  reprefented  in  fcripture  as  fwearing  ton/ea: 
and  men  are  not  only  introduced  fwearing  to  God;  I  have 
Jwortiy  and  am  Jledfajlty  purpofsd  to  keep  thy  commandmenti* y 
but  in  the  law  of  Mo/esj  they  are  exprefsly  commanded  to 
fwear  by  his  name  to  one  another  f.  Cafes  are  fpecified,  in 
which  the  oath  of  the  Lord  JhaH  be  between  them  %  :  and  it  k 
appointed,  that  if  any  man  bear  the  voice  of /waring^  that  is, 
have  the  foim  o^f  an  oath  pronounced  to  him,  as  called  tabp 
0  witne/s,  by  the  magiftxate;  if  he  doth  not  mter  upon  thstt 
oath,  wh^t  he  hath  feen  or  knowt  of  the  matter,  beJhaOh^ 
l^tj  iniquity^.  Nor  do  the  prophets,  though  they  fometiqies 
improve  upon  the  law,  and  carry  things  to  a  higher  degree  df 
purity  ^nd  flridnefs,  ever  mention  oaths,  but  with  honour; 
provided  men /wear  as  yeremiah  dire£b,  in  truths  in  judgment^ 
t^nd  in  rigbteoufnefs  ^.  And  far  from  intimating,  diat  under 
the  Meffiah  this  ad  of  religion  woiiild  become  unlawful ;  ihxsj 
foretell,  in  paiTages,  which  muft  be  undeiilood  of  the  gofpel 
times,  that  then  unto  God  every  knee  JhaU  bow^  and  every  tongue 
Jhallfujear  ||.  ' 

But  as  all  things  are  liable  to  abufe,  and  few  things  m  re- 
ligion have  efcaped  it ;  great  abufes  in  the  matter  of  oaths  had 
prevailed  amongft  the  ^ews  before  our  Saviour's  days.  Prompt- 
ed by  wicked  motives  to  interpret  away  the  obligation  of  the 
third  commandment,  as  far  as  they  could,  fome  of  them  pre- 
tended, that  fwes^ring  to  a  vain  thing  meant  only  fwearing  to  a 
falfe  one ;  and  therefore  made  ho  ^ruple  at  all  of  needlefs  oathfe, 
if  they  were  but  true  ones.  Others,  becaufe  it  was  only  faid, 
Thou  Jhalt  not  take  tfie  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain^ 
thought  it  very  lawful,  fo  they  did  no^  ufe  that  name  expref«*^ 
ly,  to  fwear  when  they  would,  hy  other  forms,  however  equiva- 
lent **.     And  upon  this  imagination  a  yet^wrorfe  was  grafted  j 

that 

•  Pf.  cxht,  106.      t  Dent.  1^.  2o»      t  Ea^od.  xwi.  ij,      5,Lev.  v.  u 

1  Jer.  iv.  1.  ||jr».  xlv.  23.    See  alfo  xIk.  iS,.  and  Uv.  16. 

**  Pbf/9  npt  tttv  tiht  *o/£tfv.  ^ii^tf'  in  Mattb.  y.  Amougft  the  Hea- 
thens, Rkadttmntbus  drd  forbade  fwearing  by  the  gods,  and  d^redUd 
tbem  to  fwear  by  the  gopfe,  aivi  the  dog,  the  ram,  and  the  ]ike.  Si^ 
€f»t.  i.  12.  rfrum  Cretiearunt  tn  SeboL  Artjigpb.  in  Av.  which  Kufiefh  in 
Od.  r.  p.  iS7t.-  Ed.  fiom  faith  be  dici  v^tp  r«  m»  d-ior  •wptmlM  t*i  irMth  ' 
And  Porphyry  it  Abfi,  1.  3.  p.  285,  faith,  S§cratej  tolloweji  tbU  law  of 
' Rbadimantbus^  S»cr§tes  ftith  ihPiaio's  G»r^f^x^^^  ^*^*>  TtfAiy^Mf^ 
>i^f.    J^i  Panik.  JEg.  L  5-  ^  I.  $  S^ 
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that  fuch  oaths,  hot  being  of  the  fort,  to  yffhic\i  aldne  the  law 
related,  they  were  liable  to  no  panifliment  for  breaking  them, 
nor  confequently  obliged  to  keep  them  *.  For  thefe  notions 
■we  find  in  their  Writings  preferved  to  this  day.  Indeed  our 
Saviour  informs  us,  that  in  his  time  they  did  not  conceive  all 
fuch  oaths  to  be  void,  but  fome  only.  If  a  man  fwore  by  the 
altar ^  it  was  nothing  :  if  hy  the  gift  upon  ity  that  was  binding. 
And  other  like  diftindions  without  a  difference  they  had  ;  by 
which  the  artful  could  entangle  others,  and  keep  theml'elves 
free  f  i 

Such  then  being  the  advantages  of  oaths,  ahd  fuch  the  yew* 
ifb  perverfions  of  them  ;  which  is  it  likely  that  our  bleffed 
Lord  intended  to  forbid  ;  the  total  ufe,  or  the  abufe  only  \  Is 
it  credible  in  the  leaft,  that  he,  whofe  kingdom  is  not  of  this 
world  X^  fhould  mean  to  take  away  from  all  the  governnients 
of  the  world j  a  right  which  they  had  enjoyed  from  the  crea- 
tion to  that  day  ?  Can  it  be  imagined,  that  the  greateft  lover 
of  mankind  that  ever  was,  would  Icmfe  the  firmed  bonds  of 
human  fociety ;  and  make  it  a  part  of  his  reformation  of  things  j 
to  forbid  our  acknowledging  burfelves  to  fpeak  in  theprefettce  of 
God,  and  to  incur  his  difpleafure,  if  we  fpeak  falfely  ?  Certain- 
ly this  was  not  his  intention,  if  his  words  can  pofiibly  fignify 
toy  thing  clfe  :  and  I  fhall  proceed  to  Ihew  you,  that  thdy  na- 
turally may ;  indeed,  that  they  inuft. 

It  is  true,  the  prohibition  iJs  at  firft  view  abfolute  and  gene- 
ral :  but  fo  are  many  others  in  fcripture,  and  particularly  in 
the  fermon  on  the  mount,  which  yet  evety  one  allows^  to  have 
their  limitations  in  the  nature  of  the  thing.  The  very  next 
prohibition  after  this,  is  juft  as  general :  But  I  fay  unto  youy 
that  ye  rejtft  not  emit  \.  Yet  on  fome  occafions,  arid  in  fome 
ways,  We  all  do  and  ought  to  refift  it.  Another  in  the  next 
chapter  is,  "Take  therefore  no  thought  for  the  tnorro^b  %.  And 
a  third  immediately  foUows,  ^udge  not  that  ye  he  not  judged  ||. 
Here  all  the  world  underftands  our  Saviour  to  fpeak  only  of 
needlefs  thought  and  rafli  judgment.  And  why  then  fliould 
not  we  underftand  him  to  fpeak  of  lieedlefs  and  rafli  fwearing  j 
and  apprehend,  that  he  chofe  fuch  comprehenfive  ternis  on  all 
thefe  fubjefts,  becaufe  there  was  much  occafion  to  warn  men 
Vol.  1.  Yy  ftrongly; 

^Ughtf,  in  MattlL  v.    ^  Matth.  xxxiii.  16,— aa.  See  Wolf.  Matth  v.  3$i 
\  John  xviiv  36.      §  Matth.  y.  39-     \  Matth.  vL  34.     |  Wtatth.  vii  i. 
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ftronglj ;  and  m  comparifon  little  datiger  of  .dieir  failing  t6 
make  proper  exceptions  ?  There  is  full  as  much  ground  in  the 
reafon  of  the  cafe,  to  think  thus  of  the  point  before  Us»  as  of 
the  refl :  and  there  is  farther  ground  frona  his  words  them^ 
felves  ;  for  they  are  vifiblj  pointed  againA  the  yewi/h  evafions, 
which  I  have  juft  mentioned  to  70U.  Some  of  them  imagined, 
they  could  not  fin  by  other  than  falfe  fwearin|;;  He  therefore 
tells  them,  that  fwearing  at  all  was  a  fin  j  meaning,  where 
they  could  avoid  it :  but  fwcaring  before  a  magifirate  they 
could  not  avoid.  Some  again  thought,  if  God  was  not  named, 
the  oath  was  harmlefs.  He  therefore  fhewjs  them,  that  their 
other  common  forms  were  of  the  fame  nature,  as  if  they  did 
name  him;  for  they  all  referred  to  him;  Heaven  was  his 
throne^  earth  hir  foot-Jiool^  yerufalem  his  city;  their  heai$ 
and  lives  were  preferved  by  his  power,  not  their  own  *.  So 
that  fwearing  by  fuch  things,  indeed  by  any  thing,  is  in  effeft 
f wearing  by  God  himfelf :  (For  the  world  is  the  Lord's^  emi 
the  fulnefs  thereof  \i)  and  bringing  any  part  of  it  into  the 
form  of  an  oath,  can  have  no  other  fenfe  than  appealing  to  hiair 
as  the  difpofer  of  that,  and  the  whole.  Now  from  hence  a- 
gain  our  Saviour  appears  not  to  condemn  fwearing  before  an 
officer  of  juftice  ;  for  on  fuch  an  occafion  thefe  forms  were  never 
admitted.  And  what  he  doth  condemn,  the  words  followifig 
his  prohibition,  joined  with  it,  as  they  ought,  fliew  plainly  e?. 
nou^h.  Swear  not  at  all:  hut  let  your  communication  be, 
yea^  yea ;  nay^  nay.  Comfnumcation^  here  and  elfewhere, 
means,  difcourfe  with  one  another :  as  when  St.  Paul  direfts, 
Let  no  corrupt  communication  proceed  out  of  your  mouth  }.  The 
original  word,  as  well  as  the  Englifb^  is  the  fame  in  both  pla* 
ces,  and  confeffedly  denotes  this.  Oaths  in  common  talk  there- 
fore are  the  thing,  which  our  bleffed  Lord  intended  to  forbid, 
and  nothing  elfe.  Had  he  defigned  to  prohibit  more,  he  would 
have  fald,  "  Swear  not  at  all,  but  let  your  anfwer^  even  though 
a  magiitrate  require  an  oath  of  you,  be  only  yea,  yea ;  and 
nay,  nay."  But  when  he  faith  only,  Swear  not  at  cdl^  hut  let 
your  communication,  your  ufual  difcourfe  confift  of  naked  af- 
fertions,  and  no  more  ;  we  cannot  reafonably  extend  the  firft 
part  of  his  precept  beyond  the  latter ;  but  muft  underftand  the 
cafe,  in  which  we  are  forbidden  fwearing,  to  be  the  fame  with 

that 

•  Matth.  v.  34, 35f  j^  t  I^^l- 1-  «•  J  Ej^h.  ir*  29* 
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that,  in  which  we  are  confined  to  bare  affirming  or  denying : 
■which  is  our  daily  familiar  fpecch.  And  a  farther  confirma* 
tion  of  this,  if  it  needs  otte»  follows  in  what  he  adds :  For 
%uhatfoev$r  irmore  than  thefe^  comtth  of  evil.  Now  common 
fwearing  can  indeed  come  only  of  evil.  But  taking  a  folemn 
oath,  on  aifairs  of  moment,  may  come,  and  often  doth,  from 
reverence  of  our  Maker,  from  defire  of  maintaining  peace 
and  juftice  amongft  our  £ellow*creatures :  and  adtually  main- 
tains them  in  a  better  degree,  than  could  be  done  without  it. 

Our  Saviour's  words  then  fufficiently  interpret  themfe^ves  : 
and  they  interpret  thofe  of  the  text  by  ncceffary  confequence. 
For  if  he  intended  only  to  prohibit  common  fwearing  in  con- 
verfation,  St.  yames^  we  may  be  fure,  intended  no  more  than 
his  Mailer  did ;  efpecially  in  words,  that  are  evidently  copied 
from  his  Mailer's.  If  they  are  without  dependence  on  what 
comes  before  and  a&er,  we  have  no  other  rule  to  explain  them 
by.  And  if  they  are  connefted  with  it,  the  connexion  leads  us 
to  the  feme  fcnfe.  In  the  8th  verfe.  he  exhorts  to  patience 
under  afflidions.  In  the  9th  he  cautions  againft  one  common 
mark  of  wanting  it,  envying  the  more  profperous :  Grudge  noe 
one  agoing  another^  brethren^  lejl  ye  he  condemned.  Then  af- 
ter fetting  before  them  examples  of  patience,  in  the  loth  and 
nth;  he  proceeds,  in  the  12th,  to  warn  them  of  another 
fault,  which  impatience  too  frequently  produces  :  But  above 
all  things^  my  brethren^  /wear  nQt :  have  a  peculiar  care,  that 
your  fufferings  and  injuries  tempt  you  hot  to  a  pafSonate  and 
profane  ufe  of  the  name  of  God  :  nay.  Swear  not  by  heaven ^ 
or  by  earthy  or  by  any  other  oath:  do  not  imagine,  that  fofte- 
ning  and  mii^cing  your  imprecations  will  change  the  nature  of 
them  :  but  let  your  yea^  be  yea  ;  and  your  nay^  nay  :  let  your 
affertions  and  denials,  under  the  greateft  provocations,  be  mere 
afiertions  and-  denials,  without  any  fuperadded  vehemence  of 
phrafe  :  lejl  you  fall  into  condemnation  for  irreligious  expref- 
fians  of  Warmth,  as  others  will  for  uncharitable  repining.  We 
have  therefore  no  manner  of  reafon  to  think,  that  St.  ^ames 
difapproved  fwearing  before  amagiflrate,  to  which  his  prohi- 
bition of  fwearing  by  heaven  and  earth  cannot  poffibly  relate  ; 
or  even  fwearing  on  any  other  folemn  and  needful  occafion  : 
but  only  fuch  oaths,  as  are  apt  to  break  out  in  common  fpeech, 
efpecially  from  perfons  under  oppreffion* 

y  y  2  And 
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What  the  praftice  of  ChriAiatis  in  the  two  fucceediiig  ages 
tras,  is  neither  fo  material,  nor  quitt  certain.  Some  of  thetA 
perhaps  might  think  that  our  Saviour  had  libfoluteiy  condenaft. 
«d  aU  fwearing  *.  Others  like  him  might  Qieak  againft  it 
Uronglj  in  general :  and  yet  like  him  adlow  of  exccptiofls. 
Bttt  no  wonder,  if  they  trere  feldoto  willing  to  fwear  before 
Ibeathen  magiftrates,  becaufe  they  muft  ufeially  have  fworn  by 
Iieathen  gods*  And  therefore  "Tertnttian^  who  idfo  lived  ift 
the  fecond  century,  acquainted  the  emperors  in  his  apotogyft 
what  fort  of  oaths  a  believer  in  Chrift  could  take  ;  and  what 
lie  ccmld  ftot^  But  as  foon  as  ever  Chriftanity  was  eftabli&ed, 
magtftrates  required  this  fecurity,  and  fubjeftd  gave  it,  juft  as 
freely  as  had  been  done  among  the  yewi  before* 

All  thele  confiderations  unite  in  (hewing,  that  the  words  of 
cur  Savioiur  and  St.  yames  relate  only  to  fwearing  without  ne- 
ceffity,  in  difcourfe.  But  indeed  were  there  much  lefe  to  fa- 
vour this  limitation,  yet  while  the  ftate  of  the  world  conti- 
nues fuch  as  it  is ;  if  queftions  of  importance  arife,  as  they 
often  dOf  which  cannot  be  decided  as  they  ought,  without  our 
/  teftimony,  and  the  magiftrates  will  accept  no  teftimony,  except 
upon  oath ;  how  muft  we  aft  ?  Muft  we  ftand  by,  and  fee 
falfehood  and  wickednefs'  triumph,  and  the  fortunes  and  lives 
of  men  taken  away  unjuftly,  rather  than  do  a  thing,  confefled-i 
ly  lawful  in  itfelf,  to  prevent  it  ?  Or  ought  we  not  in  fuch  a 
cafe  to  follow  the  direftion,  /  will  have  mercy y  and  notfacri- 
ficeX  5  prefer  t^e  moral  and  unchangeable  duty  duty  of  fup- 
porting  .truth  and  right,  before  the  pofitive  and  mutable  one, 
if  it  were  one,  of  abftaining  from  an  oath. 

But  the  cafe  of  oaths  not  impofed  by  the  magiftrate,  is  very 
different.  And  we  ought  to  be  extremely  cautious  about  them, 
and  manifeft  a  ftrong  reludance  to  take  them.  It  is  true,  our 
.  Saviour^s  prohibition  is  only  of  fwearing  in  comn^on  difcourfe: 
and  what  we  deliberately  aiTert  on  occurrences  of  more  than 
ordinary  moment,  is  of  a  nature  very  fuperior  to  common  dif- 
courfe: 

•  Bdftlidesy  iirhen  Dewly  turned  Chriftlan,  and  required  by  his  fell»w- 
Ibldiers  to  take  an  oath,  fAm  il^tnvu  avr*)  tattp^wmf  ^fifvtat  Sta^tQawTo*  xf** 
fui9Myttf  wtuf;^tu    Eufeb,  H«  £•!•  6.  c.  j« 

t  C.  32.  Sed.  et  juramnsy  ficut  n(Mi  per  genios  QdsSasxxffk^  fie  per  fala* 
tern  eorunii  quae  ausuftior  eft  omnibus  geniis* 
\  iiof,  vi«  6.    Matth,  Ix.  13,  xii.  73 
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coarie :  ibr  wbidi  reaCbn,  and  efpeciallj  fiace  he  and  his  m^* 
poftles  did  on  fuch  occafioas  make  ufe  of  oaths,  k  is  not  alwajns 
ttolawful  for  us  to  do  fo  too.  But  it  is  much  more  expedient: 
a3id  prudent ;  it  (hews  a  fiur  higher  reverence  of  the  name  of 
God,  and  a  more  pious  fear  of  tranijgreffing;  k  is  keeptag  oor-^ 
fidves  from  the  appearance,  from  the  bdrders  of  evil ;  from 
becoming  guilty  iafeufibly,  and  theu  more  and  more  guilt j;^ 
refolutelj  to  avoid  fuch  oaths,  whenever  we  poifihijr  can :  aikl 
moil  men  may  avoid  them  intiidj.  It.  happens  exceedingly 
feldbm,  to  veiy  few  of  us,  that  ^ur  finoerity  cannot  fae  fuffin 
etently  evidenced, '  if  we  will,  by  other  nustliods  of  msdcing  it 
beUeved,  that  wUl  appear  abundantly  worthy  of  credit ;  wtth*4 
out  tlbe  awful  fiJemmty  of  an  appeal  to  Grod ;  which  ooghe 
to  be  facredly  referved  for  emergencies  of  uucommoa  nect ffity. 

Thus  I  have  endeavoured  to  fliew  you,  how  far  oaths  are 
lawful.  And  the  fubjed  is  material  enough  to  be  thus  enlarge 
cd  on,  were  it  only  for  the  three  following  reafons:  thatChrit- 
tianity  may  not  lie  under  the  imputation,  for  a  heavy  one  k 
would  be,  of  cenfuring  as  criminal,  what  the  welfare  of  focietj 
makes  indifpenfable :  that  the  whole  body  of  its  profeflbrs  may 
not  he  accufed  of  authorizing  the  tranfgreJBionsof  one  its  of  fun- 
damental precepts  :  and  that  none  of  you  in  particular,  if  at 
any  time  called  to  give  your  teftimony  in  a  legal  manner,  may 
do  it  with  a  confcience  doubtful,  whether  you  do  well  or  ill : 
for  what/oever  is  not  of  faith  is  fin  *.  But  a  fourth  ufe  may  bc,^ 
to  lay  open  the  error  of  fome,  who  imagine  themfelvcs  led 
more  immediately,  than  others,  by  the  fpirit  of  God  within 
them  :  but  indeed  are  led,  in  this  matter  at  leaft,  by  miftakeil 
appearances",  to  condemn  what  fcripture  hath  not  condemned, 
and  the  good  of  mankind  requires  to  be  praftifed.  Only  yoa 
will  remember,  that  though  the  confequences  of  their  opinion, 
were  It  to  prevail,  would  be  extremely  hurtful;  yet  they  can- 
not intend  ihofe  confequences  :  for  that  would  be  intehding 
harm  to  themfelves,  as  well  as  others* 

There  is  yet  one  more,  and  a  very  feriotis  ufe  to  be  made 
of  the  doftrine  you  have  heard  :  that  if  the  bond  of  an  oath, 
on  fit  occafions,  be  of  fuch  importance  to  fociety ;  fince  an  aw- 
ful regard  to  God  is  what  gives  to  all  oaths  their  whole  force 
and  efficacy,  that  regard  (hould  be  cultivated  with  the  utmoft 

care; 

•  Rom.  adv.  23, 
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care ;  whatever  may  I^^en  it,  dlfcottnt^iiancedi  whatever  mj 
augment  it,  encouraged :  dfe,  befides  lofing  all  the  diredion 
and  the  comfort,  which  religion  gives  to  well  difpofed  perfons } 
all  the,  reftrainty  which  it  lajs  on  others,  will  be  loft  too:  and 
the  dread  of  an  Almighty  avenger  J>eing  taken  away,  the  moil 
£kcred  of  obligations  will  become  no  better,  than  a  more  efiiso 
taal  means  of  conmiitting  injuftice*  Human  laws  will  foon 
prove  too  we^k,  when  thofe  of  heaven  are  caft  off:  every  one 
will  do  what  is  right  in  bis  own  eyes  *,  and  every  man's  hand 
be  againft  his  brother.  Therefore  diligently  prejferve  the  re- 
Terence  of  God  ftVong  upon  your  own  hearts,  and  the  hearts  of 
all  who  belong  to  you :  for  the /ear  of  the  Lord  is  the  beginning 
cfwi/dom  ;  a  good  underfianding  have  tbey^  that  do  thereafter: 
ibepraifeofitendurethforever\m 

T  Judges  XTU.  6.  xxL  25.  t  Pfalm  cxi.  X04 
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^iou  Jhalt  not  iaif  the  name  of  th$  Lord  thy  God  in  vain  ;  for 
tht  fsord  wi/l  not  hold  him  guiltUfsy  that  taieth  his  namt  im 
vain, 

TJAVING  already  flxewn,  that  the  Chriftian  religion  hath 
not  forbidden  the  ufe  of  all  oaths  :  it  is  natural  to  con* 
iider  diflindlj,  in  the  next  place,  thofe  kinds  of  oaths  which 
are  forbidden.  And  I  have  chofen  to  fpeak  of  this  matter 
from  the  third  commandment :  which  would  have  been  of 
very  fmall  fignificancy  unde^:  the  gofpel,  as  it  only  prohibits 
fwearing  in  vain,  if  our  Saviour,  by  a  fubfequent  law,  had 
prohibite4  fwearing  at  all.  But  as  you  have  now  fcen  that 
he  4oth  not,  it  ftill  continues  .to  be  of  the  fame  force  and 
.weight,  as  when  it  was  delivered  at  firft  from  the  mouth  of 
God  himfelf,  with  that  awful  folemnity,  which  you  may  read 
in  the  chapter  before  the  text ;  when  the  Lord  defeended  upOf$ 
mount  Sinai  in  J^re ;  with  thunders  and  lightnings^  and  the  voic$^ 
of  a  trumpet  exceeding  loud  ;  and  the  fmofe  thereof  afc ended  at 
the  fmoke  of  a  furnace^  and  the  whole  mountain  quaked  great" 
ly  *.  And  the  Lord  fpahe  with  a  great  voice^  unto  all  the  af 
Jemhly  out  of  the  midfl  of  the  fire ^  of  the  cloud  and  of  the  thick 
darknefsy  thefe  words  j-,  which  I  have  laid  before  you. 

Precepts,  delivered  in  fucb  a  manner,  we  may  be  furc  God 
will  expeft  us  to  obey  with  more  than  ordinary  care :  and 
therefore  we  are  deeply  concerned  to  acquaint  ourfelves  with 

Voh.  I.  Z  z  tto 
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the  import  and  extent  of  them.  Now  the  words  of  this  com- 
mandment are  very  comprehenfive.  ^  For,  as  'uanity  fignifies  m 
fcripture  language,  both  what  hath  no  being,  and  what  is  of 
no  importance,  and  therefore  is  conlidered  as  if  it  had  no  be- 
ing ;  fo  applying  the  name  of  God  to  vanity^  (which  is  the 
moll  literal  tranilation  of  the  words  rendered  taking  it  in  vain) 
figniiles  of  eonfequence  giving  teftimonj  upon  oath,  either  to 
-W^hat  is  not,  or  to  what  in  comparifon  is  nothing  :  that  is,  ci- 
ther to  falfehoods,  or  to  trifles.  Undoubtedly  f wearing  to  falfe- 
^  hoods  is  the  chief  thing  forbidden  here  ;  and  by  fome  hath  been 
thought  the  only  one.  But  as  the  words  of  the  prohibition 
fairly  comprehend  f wearing  to  trifles  alfo  ;  and  as  the  oldeii 
tranflations,  and  moil  learned  of  the  yewi/b  writers  have  un- 
derftood  them  to  comprehend  it  j  and  eCpecially^  as  our  Savi- 
our hath  eftabliflied  this  latitude  of  the  phrafe  by  his  own  in- 
terpretation of  it ;  we  are  certainly  to  confidcr  them  as  taking 
in  both  fenfes,  I  fliall  therefore  treat  of  this  commandment, 
firft  as  forbidding  falfe  oaths  >  and  afterwards,  as  forbidding 
needlefs  and  common  ones. 

Now  oaths  are  of  two  forts  :  either  fuch  as  affimi  or  den'y 
fome  what  concerning  paft  or  prefent  matters,  and  are  called 
offertory  :  or  fuch  as  engage  and  give  afluraiice  concerning 
time  to  come,  and  are  Called  promiffory.  To  begin  with  the 
former.  , 

If  ever  we  aflert  any  thing  upon  oath,  which  we  know  or 
believe  to  be  falfe  j  if  we  deny  any  thing,  which  we  know  or 
believe  to  be  true ;  if  we  either  affirm,  or  deny,  in  matters  of 
which  we  know  nothing  :  or  if,  in  matters  of  \'(^hich  we  do 
know  fomethihg,  we  fpeak  beyond  our  knowledge  j  declaring 
on rf elves  to  be  certain  of  what  we  only  believe  j  or  to  believe 
firmly  what  we  only  fufpeft  and  guefs  :  every  one  of  thefe 
things,  in  its  different  degree,  is  profaning  the  name  of  God 
to  atteft  a  falfehood.  And  fartherj  if,  when  we  are  fwom  tt 
tell  the  whole  truth,  we  conceal  .dtfignedly  any  part  of  it, 
which  v/e  think  may  be  of  moment,  here  again  we  arc  guilty 
of  breaking  our  oath.  Nay  indeed,  though  we  are  not  fworn 
to  tell  the  whole,  yet  we  ihould  obferve,  that  the  only  reafoii 
of  giving  evidence  at  all  is,  that  right  ma;y  be  done  ;  and  fup- 
preflTmg  a  truth,  may  fometimes  as  intirely  miflead  and  deceive, 
as  telling  the  groflfeft  falfe;hood.  In  fliort  then,  if  wrc  nfe  any 
method  whatever,  be  it  aggravating,  or  be  it  palliating,  to  dif- 
^  juift 
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guifc  the  real  ftate  of  the  cafe  ;  if  we  relate  it  in  afty  other 
manner  whatever,  than  the  faireft  and  plaineft  we  can,  after 
diligently  recollecting  and  confidering  well ;  every  fuch  artifice 
amounts  to  a  violation  of  this  great  law  of  God. 

And  if  witneflfes  ought  to  obferve  fuch  impartiality  ;  you 
will  eafily  apprelicnd,  that  jurymen  and  judges  are  at  leaft  e- 
qually  bound  to  it :  for  they  are  not  only  upon  oath  too,  but 
appointed,  and  intruiled  by  public  authority  :  and  if  any  thing 
influences  them  but  a  fteady  regard  to  truth  ;  what  fliould  b^ 
the  fecurity  of  juftice,  becomes  an  inllrument  of  oppreflion ; 
yudgment^  as  the  fcripture  expreflls  it,  is  turned  into  gall ;  and 
the  fruit  of  right  eoufnefs  into  hemlock  *.  Indeed,  whoever  hath 
fworn  to  fpeak  and  determine  uprightly,  and  permits  himfelf 
to  be  any  way  biaffed ;  though  he  fhauld  happen  to  do  right, 
yet  fince  he  was  difpofed  to  have  done  the  fame  thing,  though 
it  had  been  wrong,  is  perjuced  in  his  intention,  though  in  the 
particular  fa6t  he  may  not. 

And  greatly  akin  to  the  guilt  of  being  perjured  ourfelves, 
^ay,  often  as  bad,  and  fometimes  worte,  if  poffible,  is  that  of 
inducing  others  to  be  perjured  :  a  fin  which  is  committed,  not 
only  by  dired  hiring  of  them  to  f^y^ar  falfehoods ;  but  by  aw- 
ing and  intimidating  ;  by  courting  and  flattering  ;  by  intimat- 
ing advantages  to  them,  if  they  can  truly  fwear  fi>  and  fa; 
by  talking  them  into,  a  perfuafion  of  what  they  were  not  fuUy 
perfuaded  of  before ;  and  thus  making  them  drain  hard  to  be- 
Jieve,  that  they  know  or  remember  more  or  lefs  than  they  do. 
Another  way,  an^  a,  very  wicked  one,  of  making  witneflef 
forfwear  themfelves,  is,  when  artful  men  contrive  that  they 
fl\all  ufe  forms  of  words,  of  which  they  do  not  tkowughly  un- 
derfland  the  import :  or  difconcert  them  fn,  on  their  appearance 
in  a  court  of  juftice,  by  imprpper  ti:eatinent  of  them ;  and  a- 
ftoniih  and  confound  them  in  fuch  a  manner,  by  a  multipli- 
city of  cs^ptiipus  queftions  ;  that  they  hinder  th^m  from  fpeak- 
ing  the  truth  which  they  inten^d,  or  drive  them  into  faying 
falfehoods  which  they  did  not  intend. 

And  if  it  be  finful,  by  any  fuch  methods,  to  make  witnefles 
bear  falfe  teftimony  ;  it  cannot  be  innocent,  by  unfair  fuggef- 
tions,  and  falfe  colours  put,  on  fadls  or  laws,  to  procure,  a 
wrong  verdict  or  fentence.  Let  any  pne  fuppofe  himfelf  a 
fuffierer  by  unjuft^  reprefentations  of  a  cafe,  and  he  will  flcong-p 
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ly  feci  how  bad  they  arc.    Surely  then  he  cannot  indeed  think 
them  allowable,  merely  becaufc  he  is  a  gainer  by  them. 

It  is  very  true,  that  in  all  thefe  matters  which  I  have  men- 
tioned, fometimes  intereft«  fometimes  prepoffeffion,  blinds  peo- 
ple to  a  ft  range  degree*  But  therefore  it  is  th^ir  duty,  and 
fiiould  be  their  bufinefs,  to  watch  themfelves^:  for  no  induce^ 
ment  whatever  can  juftify  fpeaking  or  aftin^  againft  truth. 
Be  it  affedion  ever  fo  well  grounded^  be  it  rcfentment  ever  fo 
juft,  be  it  zeal  for  *a  party,  civil  or  religious,  which  we  think 
it  ever  fo  needful  to  fupport ;  be  it  refpeft  for  the  great  and 
powerful,  compaffion  for  the  poor  and  diftreffed  ;  be  it  in  a 
word,  what  it  will,  that  turns  men  afide  in  judgnnent  from 
jufUce  and  equity ;  he  who  teftifies  or  determines  on  fuch  mo- 
tives, teftiiies  or  determines  againft  his  oath.  And  bec^ufe 
men  are  often  influenced  by  thefe  things,  without  feeing  it 
diftindlly  ;  whoever  is  called  upon  to  bear  any  part  in  judicial 
affairs,  ought  to  examine  himfelf  before-hand  with  due  care ; 
«nd  purify  his  heart  from  whatever  difpofitions  may  conupt 
his  integrity. 

But  there  arc  fome  occaiions  on  which  doing  fo  is  peculiarly 
tcquifite.  If,  for  inftance,  a  cafe,  depending'  at  prefent,  may 
be  likely  to  prove  our  own  cafe  hereafter^  or  even  appears  to 
have  any  connexion  with  it :  we  arc  ftrongly  tempted  to  in- 
cline a  little,  perhaps  more  than  a  little,  to  the  fide  that  mak^ 
for  us ;  and  imagine  there  cannot  be  much  harm  in  that :  whilft 
yet  we  hold  thofe  in  the  utmoft  abhorrence,  who  are  but  €-. 
qually  partial  on  the  other  fide.  And  if  we  have  any  motive, 
that  looks  of  a  more  generous  kind ;  if  it  may  proitiota  a  good 
eaufe,  if  it  may  ferve  a  friend,  or  a  neighbour,  if  it  may  re- 
lieve in  what  feems  a  hard  cafe  ;  then  we  are  apt  to  think  it 
^meritorious  to  tranfgrefs.  But  indeed  no  caufe  is  fo  good,  as 
that  of  a  conftant  adherence  to  truth  and  right ;  and  if  we  de- 
part from  it,  for  what  we  ipaagine  a  valuable  end  ;  we  teach 
and  provoke  others  to  depart  from  it,  for  what  they  imagine 
fuch  :  and  God  knows  then  who  may  prove  the  greateft  fof- 
ferers  at  laft.  As  for  the  plea  of  good  nature  on  thefe  occa* 
fions,  it  is  never  a  true  good  nature.  For,  in  all  trials  of  pro- 
perty, fliewing  any  undue  favour  to  one  fide,  is  doing  juft  fo 
much  hardihip  to  the  oppofite :  and  in  all  trials  for  crimes, 
whatever  is  unfairly  done  for  the  advantage  of  the  perfon  ac- 
^«fedy  is  done  equally  to  the  difadvantage  of  public  order  and 
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fafct^.  And  though  poiSblj  both  fome  cafes  and  laws  maj 
Xeem  and  be  teird  ones  ;  ytt  this  is  the  concern  of  the  legifla* 
tiTC  and  regal  authoritj,  not  ours  :  and  though  it  be  verj  lau- 
dable* to  obtain,  if  we  can  bj  proper  means,  a  mitigation  of 
the  fentence,  and  even  a  change  of  the  law  itfelf,  when  it  is 
requifite  5  we  can  never  be  at  liberty,  while  it  continues  in 
force,  to  elude  and  defeat  it,  by  falfe  evidence  or  wrong  deter^ 
minations.  If  we  were,  every  one's  fancy  would  foon  become 
the  rule  of  his  whole  behaviour. 

There  is  indeed  one  thing,  that  looks  a  little  plauiible,  urged 
in  favour  of  fuch  pra6iices  j  but  it  may  be  urged,  as  well,  for 
almoft  any  fort  of  difhonefty  in  the  world :  that  if  we  fcruple 
a  fmall  matter  of  unfairnefs,  our  adverfaries  will  not ;  and  if 
they  take  all  advantages,  we  muft  too  ;  elfe  we  are  not  upon 
even  ground.  But  in  general,  fincerity  and  integrity,  with  a 
moderate  fliare  of  prudence,  will  do  more  than  fet  us  on  even 
groutid.  He  that  walketh  uprightly ^  walketh  Jurely  *.  His 
method  of  afting  will  be  confiftent,  his  charaftei:  will  be  hig 
advocate  and  evidence  ;  whilft  artful  knavery  will  only  entan- 
gle and  difcredit  itfelf.  But  when  this  proves  otherwife,  as  it 
fometimes  may :  our  true  wifdom  is,  to  be  content  it  fh'^uld : 
to  fupport  ourfelves  with  the  teftimony  of  a  good  confcience ; 
and  look  forward  to  the  approaching  hour,  when  it  ihall  be 
amply  rewarded. 

Such  then  Is  our  duty  with  refpeft  to  oaths,  in  every  part 
•f  judicial  proceedings  :  and  performing  it  faithfully  is  a  matter 
of  fuch  unfpeakable  importance,  to  the  fortunes,  the  reputa*- 
tions,  the  liberties,  the  lives  of  men,  that  all  ages  and  nations 
nave  fliewn  aftrong  fenfe  of  it,  and  made  provifion  accordingly. 
The  Jewijh  law  hath  exprefsly  direfted  :  If  a  falfe  witnefs  rife 
up  again/1  any  man,  to  teflify  againfl  him  that  which  is  wrong  : 
then  Jball  ye  do  unto  him,  as  be  bad  thought  to  have  done  unt9 
his  brother^  and  thine  eye  fhall  not  pity  f .  The  laws  of  fome 
other  countries  indeed  have  not  gone  fo  far :  yet  the  mildell 
have  fliewn  a  deteftation,  both  of  perjured  evidences  and  per- 
jured judges.  And  however  penalties,  enafted  by  men,  may 
be  avoided  ;  the  judgments  denounced  by  God  cannot :  whofe 
word  hath  declared:  A  falfe  witnefs  fhall  not  he  unpunifhed; 
aud  bcy  that  fpeaketh  lies^  fhall  not  efcape  J.     Wo  unto  them^ 
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that  juftijieth  the  wicked/or  reward  ;  and  take  away  the  rightu 
oufnefs  of  the  righteous  from  him  *.  He  that  jujlifieth  the  wick^' 
edf  and  he  that  condemneth  the  jufl^  even  they  both  are  an  aho' 
mination  to  the  Lordf, 

If  indeed  men  give  falfe  evidence  without  defigning  it, 
through  unaToidable  miftake  or  forgetfulnefs ;  they  defervc 
compafGon,  and  not  cenfure.  And  if  thaj  fhould  fail  a  little 
in  the  due  care  of  recollefting  ;  or  even  fhould  be  a  little  warp- 
«d  by  unperceived  prejudices :  this,  though  highly  blameablc, 
falls  very  fliort  of  deliberate  perjury.  And  the  more  dread- 
ful that  crinie  is,  the  more  cautious  we  fliould  be,  not  only 
of  committing  it  ourfelves,  but  of  imputing*  it  rafhly  to  our 
.  neighbours.  Let  us  therefore  fo  judge  one  another,  as  re- 
tnembering  that  God  will  judge  us  all. 

I  fhall  only  add,  under  thi$  head,  that  affertions  upon  oath, 
which  are  not  before  a  magiftrate,  but  in  a  private  way  be- 
tween two  parties,  though  there  is  very  feWom  occafion  for 
them  ;  yet,,  whenever  we  do  make  them,  require,  as  much  as 
others,  the  ftrifteft  veracity  :  and  will  fubjecj  us  to  equal  pu- 
tiiflimcnt,  though  not  from  our  fellow-creatures,  yet  from  our 
Maker,  if  we  employ  th^m  to  miflead  thofe  whom  we  profefi 
to  inform.  ~ 

The  fecond  fort  of  oaths,  mentioned  in  the  beginning,  arc. 
promiflbry  ones  :  by  which  we  giye  aflurance  of  our  doing,  ot 
-abftaining  from  fuch  and  fuch  things  hereafter.  Now  thefe. 
'  again  are  fcarce  ever  needful,  and  confecjuently  fcarce  ever  al- 
lowable, excepting  where  the  law  of  Gqd  or  man  prefcribes 
them.  But  wh^n  they  are  takeuj  their  obligation  is  not  t, 
all  the  lefs  for  their  being  taken  i^nneceflarily.  And  therefore 
let  us  inquire  how  far  it  extends.  In  the  firft  place  then,  men 
forfwear  themfclves,  whenever  they  fwear  to  do  any  thing 
which  they  know  they  cannot  4o  j  as  for  inftance,  to  execute 
an  office,  for  which  they  are  fenfible  they  have  not  abilities  or 
leifure.  Indeed,  if  they  only  believe  they  cannot,  or  have  no 
fufficient  reafon  to  think  they  can,  and  jQt  abfolutcly ^  and  un- 
conditionally  fwear  that  they  will,  their  oath  is  plainly  deceit- 
ful;  and  may  occafion  pernicious  difappointments  in  the  affairs, 
with  which,  on  the  credit  of  it,  they  are  intrufted.  Nor  doth 
it  acquit  them,  if  uncxpededly  they, fhould  afterwards  prove 
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able  to  dp,  what  they  thought  at  the  time  they  were  not :  as 
on  the  other  hand,  it  doth  not  make  men  guilty,  if  they  ihould 
not  prove  able  to  do,  what  they  had  grounds  to  think  they 
were  :  for  in  evory  thing  human,  allowance  is  made  of  courfe 
for  fome  degree  of  uncertainty,  and  therefore  needs  not  always 
be  expreffed.  Again,  if  we  promife  any  thing  upon  oath^ 
which  though  we  can  do,  we  do^  not  firmly  intend  to  do,  this 
is  very  grofs  perjury  ;  for  our  own  intentions  Wt  could  not 
but  know,  and  therefore  it  is  wilful  wickcdnefs  to  fvyear  con- 
trary to  them;  Nay,  laftly,  how  well  fbever  we  might  ones 
intend,  if  we  are  wanting  at  any  time  afterwards  in  due  care 
to  make  our  promife  good,  we  violate  our  engagement.  Fot 
we  give  affurance,  not  only  of  our  prefent  purpofe^  but  of  our 
future  endeavours  too :  and  therefore  of  our  a6lual  perform- 
ance, if  we  have  it  in  our  power.  So  far  as  indeed  we  have 
not,  our  obligation  ceafes  ;  or  rather,  is  fufpended,  whilft  the 
incapacity  continues.  For  if  ever  we  become  able  to  do,  what  • 
before  we  were  not  ;  and  the  c'ircumftances  of  the  cafe  remairt 
at  ail  the  fame^  ^s  when  we  obliged  ourfelves  ;  undoubtedly 
we  are  ftill  obliged; 

But  fuppbfe  we  have  fworn  to  do  a'  thing,  which  is  within 
Our  power,  but  contrary  to  our  duty ;  what  is  incumbent  ort 
us  then  ?  Why,  certainly  taking  fuch  an  oath,  knowing  or 
even  fufpefting  it  to  be  fuch,  was  a  great  fin.  But  perform-^ 
ing  it,  inftead  of  atoning  for  that  fin,  would  only  add  a  fecondy 
and  perhapSj  in  fome  refpedts,  a  greater  to  it.  We  have  pro- 
mifed  what  we  had  no  right  to  promife,  and  a  prior  engage- 
ment to  obferve  the  laws  of  God,,  renders  this  void  from  the 
beginning.  But  then,  if  only  fome  part  or  circumftance  of  it 
be  unlawful,  we  are  firmly  bound  to  perform  the  reft  ;  indeed 
to  come  as  near  the  whole,  as,  confillently  with  other  duties^ 
We  can  i  ahd  make  as  good  amends,  as  we  are  able,  to  thofc 
who  may  innocently  fufFer  by  our  failure. 

You  will  eafily  apprehend  from  this,  that  if  we  have  pro- 
Jnifed  any  thing  upon  oath,  whidi  we  can  do  lawfully,  but 
cannot  do  without  forfeiting  fome  confiderable  advantage,  or 
undergoing  fome  confiderable  expence  or  lofs  ;  we  are  by  no 
ipeans  ablblved  from  it  on  that  acc<^unt.  For  it  is  a  know^u 
part  of  the  charafter  of  the  man,  wkojball  dwell  in  the  tahei^ 
nacle  of  the  Lord^  and  reft  upon  his  holy  bill ;  that  he  fwearejth 
t9  his  neighb^ur^  and  difappointeth  him  not^  though  it  were  ta 
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iis  awn  InnJrancr*.  If  indeed  we  were  not  of  fufficient  uix- 
derftanding,  when  we  made  the  promife  ;  if  we  wtre  deceived 
%r  miftaken  in  anj  thing  cffential  to  it  5  if  it  was  not  originallj 
intended  to  bind  us  in  circumftances,  like  thofe  which  have 
happened  fince,  though  perhaps  they  were  not  particularly  ex- 
cepted beforehand  ;  if  any  one  of  thefe  things  be  undeniaWy 
true,  we  arc  not  bound.  Again,  if  the  perfon,  to  whom  we 
have  engaged  ourfelves,  releafe  us ;  or  if,  where  wc  cannot 
bxpeft  an  exprefs  notification  that  he  doth,  there  be  full  rcafoii 
ko  prefunie  it,  then  alfo  we  are  at  liberty.  And  this  laft  Is 
the  cafe  of  fome  vows  to  God.  We  ought  to  make  none  raft- 
iy  :  but  fiich  As  we  have  made  we  ought  to  keep ;  unlefs  we 
have  ground  to  think  it  is  not  his  will  that  we  fhould.  And 
we  ought  to  fuppofe  it  is  his  will,  if  they  neither  contradift 
«ny  of  our  duties  in  life,  nor  on  the  whole  increafe  our  temp- 
tations :  above  all,  if  they  help  us  to  abftain  from  fin,  and  im- 
iprove  in  virtue.  But  if  our  vow  be  abfurd,  and  unworthy  of 
him  to  whom  we  offer  it ;  fitted  only  to  load  us  with  difficul- 
ides,  and  cnfnare  us  into  tranfgreffions  j  nor  is  likely  ever  to 
have  any  better  efkSt :  and  if  this  be  not  merely  the  language 
of  our  inclinations,  but*  the  di&ate  of  ©ur  heft  judgment,  and 
that  of  other  ferious  and  able  perfons  ;  we  may  well  conclude, 
it  was  never  accepted  and  ratified  by  our  Maker,  but  oh  th§ 
contrary  difpleafing  to  him  :  and  therefore  in  neither  neeeffiirj, 
jior  proper  to  be  obferved  by  us.  But  if,  in  any  of  thefe  caJ» 
abovementioned,  any  real  caufe  of  doubt  appear,  the  pundoal 
and  difinterefted  fide  is  ever  the  fafeft.  For  to  him  that  di- 
,^ifetb  the  oatby  and  hrtaketb  the  covenant y  thus  faith  the  Lord 
God  :  as  I  live,  furely  mine  oath  that  he  hath  defpifed^  and  mj 
covenant  that  he  hath  broken^  I  will  recompence  it  upon  his  own 
fieadf. 

Such  then  is  the  obligation  of  promiffory  oaths  :  into  which 
obligation  we  all  enter,  though  not  in  common  legal  form,  jet 
in  real  cflTeft,  by  the  vow  of  our  baptifm,  and  we  acknowledge 
it  by  every  fubfequent  aft  of  religion.  Eyery  time  therefore 
that  vfe  worlhip  Go^,  or  in  any  other  way  profefs  ourfckci 
IQ  be  Chriftians,  we  bind  ourfelves  to  every  aft  of  Chriftiao 
iuty.  But,  to  fpeak  only  o£  wdrldly  affairs  :  they,  in  the  firft 
plac€|  are  under  this  tioj  who  promife  faith  and  allegiance,  m 
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good  fubjeAs  to  thie  king.  If  anj  doubt  of  his  title  to  it,  they 
ought  to  applj  for  what  they  may  foon  have,  better  uiftruc- 
tion.  If  they  remain  unfaiisfied,  they  ought  to  refufe"the  . 
oath  :  and  if  they  do  fo  on  a  principle  of  confcience,  though^ 
an  erroneous  one,  they  defer ve  pity  and  efteem.  But  whoever 
takes  it  contrary  to  his  belief,  and  contrary  to  his  intention,  ia. 
a  profligate. 

In  the  next  place,  they  ought  frequently  to  confider  the  na- 
ture of  this  obligation,  who  have  promifed  due  execution  of 
juftice,  as  magiftrates  :  faithful  difcharge  of  their  truft,  as  of- 
ficers :  diligence  in  teaching  and  exemplary  lives,  as  minifters 
of  God's  word.  And  laftly,  it  extends  to  all,  who  in  their 
private  capacity  folemnly  engage  themfelves  to  each  other,  ei- 
ther in  the  more  important  relations  of  life,  particularly  that 
neareft  one  of  marriage  ;  or  indeed  on  any  occaiion  whatever. 
For  though  fome  occaiions  may  be  much  too  flight  to  ji^ftify 
an  oath ;  yet,  when  we  have  given  it,  the  Lord  is  witness,  if 
we  fail  to  perform  according  to  the  words  we  have  fpoken. 

And  now  it  mull  be  obferved  further,  concerning  all  oaths^ 
that  they  are  ever  to  be  taken  in  their  plain  fenfe,  and  that  ia 
which  we  are  underftood  to  take  them  :  for  to  have  any  other 
in  referve,  is  only  to  miflead  and  deceive,  under  pretence  of 
giving  information  and  aflurance.  If  the  oath  be  a  voluntary 
one,  which  we  have  framed  ourfelves  ;  it  can  have  no  ambi- 
guity, but  what  is  of  our  own  making  :  and  if  we  make  it  on 
purpofe  to  take  advantage  of  it,  we  are  deliberately  and  ihock- 
ingly  wicked.  Indeed  when  the  words  are  prefcribed  us  by 
others,  by  authority  for  inftance,  if  they  are  fairly  capable  of 
two  fenfes,  and  it  no  way  appears  which  was  meant,  we  may 
certainly  ufij  them  in  either.  But  this  will  very  feldom  hap- 
pen :  and  to  invent  forced  and  flrained  interpretations,  to  evade 
binding  ourfelves  whilft  we  feem  to  do  it,  is,  if  poffible,  worfe 
of  the  two,  than  flat  perjury  without  any  evafion  :  for  he  is 
undoubtedly  the  moil  thorough  finner,  who  is  fo  with  the  moit 
art. and  contrivance. 

Some  perhaps  may  imagine,  that  on  certain  occafions,  oaths 
are  become,  by  cufiom,  inflgniflcant^  And  it  mud  be  owned, 
that  cuftom  fre<|uently  suiters  the  fenfe  of  expreflions  in  com- 
mon converfation  ;  and  fometimes  brings  them  by  degrees  to 
be  mere  words  of  courfe.  But  folemn  aflertions  or  promifes, 
above  all  upon  oath^  are  much  too  ferious  affairs  to  have  their 
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m^iyhg  cbauge ^9  or  funk  into  nothing,  by  the  Caprice  and 
fancy  of  the  world,  which  governs  in  trifling  talk.  Appealing 
to  Gtod,  in  the  nature  of  the*  thing,  can  never  be  a  matter  of 
form  only^  And  the  more  there  are,  who,  in  any  cafe,  treat 
it  as  fuch  J  the  more  there  are^  whom  the  Lord  wUi  not  boU 
^uiklefs  *.  For  when  this  awful  tie  is  once  come  to  be  care- 
lefsly  and  habitually  broken,  in  any  one  inftance^  be  it  what  it 
5vill,  there  is  a  broad  way  fet  open,  to  break  it  in  every  others 
And  though,  for  a  while,  men  may  forfwear  themfelves  wilh^ 
<Mit  fear  on  wie  occafion,>nd  yet  fcruple  it  on  another;  tbcy 
^ill  foon  difcover,  that  the  difFeiience  cannot  be  exceeding 
great :  and  accordingly;  firft  one  ftep  farther  will  be  taken^ 
then  another  \  they  that  fee  this,  will  imitate  and  go  beyoD4 
it ;  and  at  length  general  confufion  will  be  the  confi^queoce. 
For  we  cannot  fubfift  without  placing  confidence  in  each  other: 
and  the  firmeft  bond  of  confidence  are  oaths.  ■  If  therefore  thej 
lofe  their  credit,  mutual  truft  will  ceafe,  or>  become  as  persr- 
cious  as  mutual  diffidence ;  and  mifchief  will  foUow,  without 
bounds  and  without  remedy* 

Nor  are  thefe  dreadful  evils  by  any  means  the  only  aggra- 
vation of  this  fin.  Scarce  any  other  affronts  and  dares  God 
fo  immediately  and  dire£tlyr  For  the  perjured  man  renodncel 
his  mercy  to  his  face  ;.  ai)d  openly  calls  upon  him  to  execute 
his  anger,  if  he  wilL  Befides,  natural  inclinatioas^  the  growth 
of  our  very  frame^  prompt  us  to  moft  fins  that  we  commit^ 
.and  difguife  them  to  our  view  under  fpecious  appearances* 
But  every  principle  within  us,^ill  we  ftupify  them  all,  revolts 
at  the  very  thought  of  perjury.  The  advantages,  that  men 
gain  by  it,  may  indeed  be  extremely  pleafing  :  but  they  can- 
not fail  to  be  fliocked  originally  at  this  manner  of  gaming 
them  \  and  therefore,  if  they  ufe  it,  muft  a£t  in  full  oppofitipn 
both  to  their  confciences  and  their  hearts.  Of  other  inflancc? 
of  wickednefs  the  world  is  apt  to  think  very  favourably ;  iand 
indulge  and  encourage  thofe  that  praftife  them.  But  a  man 
wilfully  forfworn  is  an  objeft  of  univerfel  abhorrence.  He 
deferves  to  be  fo  in  all  cafes  :  he  is  fo  in  moft  :  and  if  in  any* 
a  perfon,  ^hat  is  known  to  be  fuch,  can  be  looked  on  with  the 
fame  eye  as  his  neighbours  ;  juft  in  the  degree  that  this  prc- 
vailsy  human  fociety  tends  to  a  difiblutiom 

Every* 
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Every  member  of  It  therefore  is  concerned  to  exprefs  his 
deteftation  of  fo  impiaus  and  deftruftive  a  crime.  LaW-mak'- 
ers  ought  to  enaft  the  moft  effeftual  provifions  againft  it: 
magiftrates  ought  to  put  them  in  execution,  with  peculiar  vi- 
gour :  and  every  method  fhould  be  taken,  to  render  the  vei*y 
imagination  of  fuch  wickcdwcfs  alarming  to  nten.  One  me- 
thod of  unfpeakable  ufe,  would  be,  to  adminifter  oaths  with 
great  folemnity  ;  a  thing  fhamefi;!! jr  ncgleSed  amotigft  us  : 
another,  of  which  we  are  equally  unmindful^  to  appoint  a9 
few  of  them  as  poffible.     Oaths,  given  and  taken  frequently, 

^  will  be  given'  and  taken  irreverently ;  till  ^t  laft  multitude* 
wiir  regard  them  very  little  more  than  they  do  common  fwear* 
ing  in  their  daily  converfation.  But  efpc^rially  they  fliould 
be  fpared,  where  if  they  are  not,  intereft  will  be  perpetually 
tempting  men  to  ufe  them  falfely,  pr  procure  others  to  do  it 
in  their  ftead.  Elfe  great  numbers  will  be  drawn  into  a  dread- 
ful fin,  of  which  otherwife  they  would  never  have  thought ; 
and  being  confcious  to  themfelves  of  having  often  tranfgreffed 

'  fo^  facred  an  obligation,  will  make  lefs  difficulty  of  tranfgrefs- 
ing  others  alfo.  The  intent  of  fubjefting  men  to  fuch  oaths, 
will  be  anfwered  very  imperfedly  and  unequally  :  the  bad 
will  be  gainers  by  perjury  ;  and  the  good  be  put  under  heavy 
difadvantages,  perhaps  be  ruined,  becaufe  they  dare  not  incur 
the  fame  guilt.  Thefe  are  plain  reafons  why  fwearirig  fliould 
never  be  required  by  law  from  thofe,  whofe  property,  or  any 
other  favourite  intereft,  is  concerned,  if  it  can  be  avoided. 

Yet  ftill,  when  fuch  oaths  are  prefcribed,  tho\igh  unnecefla- 
rily  and  imprudently,  it  may  be  impoffible  for  either  bufinefs 
or  juftice  tq  go  on,  unlefsi  they  are  adminiftered.  But  both 
fcripture  and  conomion  reafon  didla^e,  that  no  one  ought  to 
take  them,  who  cannot  do  it  with  the  utmoft  fincerity.  And 
therefore  if  our  ftate  of  life  be  fuch,  that  we  cannot  refufe 
them  without  fuffering  by  the  refufal,  we  mull  either  chang« 
it  for  another,  not  liable  to  the  fame  inconvenience ;  or  bear 
patiently  what  a  good  confcience  brings  upon  us,  and  a  good 
God  will  reward  us  for. 

I  muft  not  conclude,  without  begging  you  to  obferve,  that 
the  rules,  which  have  been  laid  down,  concerning  aflertions 
and  promifes  on  oath,  hold  good  concerning  other  aflertions 
and  promifes  too  :  and  how  crying  a  fin  foever  falfehood  is  in 
^e  former,  falfehood  in  the  latter  is  the  very  next  to  it ;  hath 


37*  On  Oaths.  ,Seii,  i^XXII. 

the  fame  bad  effeAs  of  d^rojing  faith  and  tnift  anidngft  men, 
though  in  fomewhat  a  lower  degree  j  and  the  opportunities  for 
it  are  fo  much  more  frequent,  that  a  liar»  who  never  fwore  in 
his  life,  may,  by  often  repeating  this  Icffer  crime,  be  mort 
-guilty  on  the  whole,  than  even  the  perjured  wretch,  whom 
perhaps  he  holds  in  abhorrence.  Remember  then,  that  whe- 
ther you  call  upon  Ood  to  be  witnefs  of  what  you  fay,  or  not, 
he  is  witnefs.  And  it  is  prefumptuous  wickednefs,  to  utter 
an  untruth  in  the  prefence  of  the  God  of  truth.  For  lying  lips, 
are  abomination  to  the  Lord :  but  they  that  deal  truly ^  are  bis. 
delight*. 
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^ou  Jhalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain  ;  for 
the  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltlefsy  that  taketh  his  name  in 
vain. 

T  HAVE  already  obferved  to  jou  from  thefe  words,  that  the 
phrafef  of  taking  the  name  of  God  in  vain,  ftriftly  tranflated, 
^xprcffes  taking  and  joining  it  to  vanity  .•  and  that  vanity  in 
fcripture  language  means  either  what  is  not,  or  what,  being 
of  fmall  confequence,  may  be  coniidered  as  if  it  were  not.  So 
that  the  prohibition  of  fwearing  in  vain,  or  to  vanity,  compre- 
hends both  fwearing  to  what  hath  no  truth  in  it,  and  to  what 
is  of  no  foiHcient  importance.  Having  therefore  laid  before 
you  the  nature  and  guilt  of  the  former  of  thefe  crimes,  I  fhall 
now  fpeak  of  the  latter ;  and  fhew  you  the  finfulnefs  of  oaths, 
and  imprecations,  and  every  thing  approaching  towards  them^ 
in  common  difcourfe.  I  am  very  fenfible,  tliat  fcarce  any  thing 
can  be  faid  on  this  fubjeft,  but  what  you  have  often  heard, 
and  know  perfeftly  well  beforehand.  And  it  is  a  great  ag- 
gravation of  mens  wickednefs,  that  they  will  tranfgrefs,  where 
they  cannot  plead  ignorance.  Perhaps  there  never  was  a  preach- 
er  yet,  that  hath  not  publicly  warned  his  hearera  agaihft  pro- 
fane fwearing  :  perhaps  there  neverwas  ?i  perfon  guilty  of  if, 
that  hath  not  been  told  of  his  fault  in  private  too.  Yet  how 
little  the  efft€t  hath  been,  your  own  ears  may  inform  you  fi 
abundantly  every  day,  that  no  one  can  imagine  it  needlefs  to 
fey  more  on  this  head.  Ufclefs  indeed  they  may  apprehend  it 
will  prove  to  great  number3.     But  wg:e  that  a  reafon  for  be- 

ing 
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ing  filent  on  anj  point  of  dodrine,  think'  with  yourfelves,  (and 
a  fad  thought  it  is)  what  one  point  would  there  renoain  for  us 
to  fpeak  upon  ?  Undoubtedly  wcn  fliould  preach  the  word  of 
(Sod  with  much  more  comfort,  if  we  faw  a  profpeft  oi  doing 
it  with  more  fuccefs.  But  be  our  hope  of  that  ever  fo  low, 
we  miift  preach  every  part  of  it  j' and  you  muft  regard,  or 
difregard  it,  as  you  j>leafe,  and  take  the  confequences.  Our 
^ommiflion  is  the  fame  with  that  of  the  prophet.:  Son  ofman^ 
go  unto  the  children  of  thy  >  people  and  fpeak  my  words  unto, 
them^  and  tell  them^  thus  faith  the  Lord  Godf  whether  they  will 
hear^  or  whether  th^y  will  forbear  *.  Did  only  the  lower  part 
of  mankind  ufe  his  name  irreverently  ;  yet  they  are  the  bulk 
of  mankind  ;  and  their  prefent  and  future  happinefs  ought  to 
l>e  of  as  much  concern  to  thenifelyes,  and  to  us,  as  that  of 
th^r  betters.  But  if  their  betters^  alfo  rival  them,  often  but 
too  fuccefsfuUy,  in  the  fliocking  competition  of  profane  lan- 
guage ;  if  that  fex,  oq  whom  it  fits  the  worftj  are  not  intirely 
free  from  it ;  and  even  thofe  perfons,  who  are  feldom  guiltjf 
of  it  then^felvos,  by  no  means  ^ake  fufficient  care  to  reftrain 
it  in  others ;  tbQ  necefiity  of  giving  frequent  cautions  agaiaft 
it  from  the  pulpit  becomes  proportionably  greater. 

In  difcharge  of  this  obligation  therefore,  I  beg  you  tG|  ob*» 
ferve  concerning  all  fuch  expreffions, 

I.  That  God  hath  abfolute^y  forbidden  theixi. 

II.  That  there  are  many  ftrong  reafons  why  he  fhould. 

III.  That  Heathens^  as  well  9^  Jews  and  Cbri/iiani^  havt 
fondernned  them. 

IV.  That  n,o  plea  of  any  weight  c^n  be  made  in  favour  of 
tliem* 

V.  That  all  may,  if  they  will,  eafily  abftaia  from  them. 
Were  all  men  difpofed  as  they  ought  to  be,  one  ihould  think 

it  might  be  enough  of  itfelf,  that  our  Maker  hath  abfolutely 
forbidden  the  unneccflary  ufe  of  his  t^^me.  .le  words  of  the 
text  are  extremely  plain :  you  hear  them  read  every  Lord** 
day :  smd  you  pray  to  him  as  often  as  you  hear  them,  that  he 
would  incline  your  hearts  to  keep  this  law.  Then  the  words 
of  our  blefTed  Lord  in  the  gofpel,  are  fo  exceeding  ftrong  againft 
needlefs  oaths,  that  rather  than  not  condemn  them  effeduallj, 
be  hath  chofen  to  fpeak,  as  if  he  condemned  all  oaths.  And 
\       ■  '        ■         fos 
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for  imprecationSf  no  precept  in  the  worM  evet  vf^s  more  exw 
prefS)  Aaa  that  of  the'apoftk  againft  them  :  Blefs  and  curfe^ 
nta*.  What  fhall  we  fay  then  ?  Do  we  allow,  that  God  hath 
a  right  to  rule  us,  or  do  we  denj  it  ?  You  will  not  fay,  he  can- 
not forbid  common  fwearing  and  curfing:  and  furely,  if  he 
can,  he  hath*  You  i;(rill  not  fay,  that  this  fort  of  language  is 
a  duty :  why  then  do  not  the  prohibitions  of  fcripture  make 
it  a  fin  ?  Soppofe  you  could  perceive  no  manner  of  harm  in  the 
pradice,  doth  not  God  know  better  ?  And  is  •  it  no  harm  to  do^ 
what  he  hath  faid  you  fhall  not  do  ?  Suppofe  he  intends  it  on* 
ly  for  a  trial  and  exercife  of  your  obedience :  is  thstt  a  reafouj 
why  you  ihould  difobey  ?  Would  you  bear  that  a  child  or  a  fer- 
irant  (hould  treat  you  fo  ?  And  can  it  b^  fit  treatment  then  of 
the  Father  arid  Lord  of  all  ?  Surely,  when  onde  his  will  is  dei 
cktred,  that  alone  may  be  fufficient  to  regulate  our  behaviour ; 
and  it  doth  not  look  well  to  be  very  exaft  in  demanding  to 
know  why,  before  we  fubmit. 

However,  that  you  may  fee  this  obligation  in  a  yti  fuller 
light ;  and  that  religion  may  fuffer  no  imputation  of  impofing 
arbitrary  commands  in  the  prefent  cafe  ;  i  proceed  to  ihew  you^ 

II.  That  there  are  ftrong  reafons  for  the  precept  now  before 
tis :  which  you  will  foort  difcern,  if  you  think  but  a  little  of  the 
nature  and  tendency  of  the  manner  of  fpeaking,  which  it  forbids; 
God  is  a  Being,  to  whom  the  very  higheft  of  his  creatures  owe 
all  poffible  regard  and  honour.  And  certainly  our  low  condi^ 
tion  and  many  fins,  ought  not  to  lefTen,  but  increafe  it.  Both 
our  virtue,  and  our  happihefs  here  and  hereafter,  depend  on 
preferving  facredly  in  our  min<b  a  veneration  for  our  Creator, 
fuch  as  may  influence  every  adlion  and  thought.-  Can  it  then 
be  allowable  to  intermix  his  holy  and  reverend  namef  with  all 
the  trifles  and  all  the  follies,  of  our  common  talk  r  to  ufe  that 
as  an  inftrument  for  venting  our  finful  anger,  for  confirming 
every  idle  aflertion  we  are  pleafed  to  utter,  fat  making  our  dif- 
courfe  appear, more  lively  and  humorous?  Can  it  be  fit,  we 
(!kould  eoibelliQi  every  filly  and  affected  disclamation  of  oiirs 
with  the  name  of  God  and  his  Chrift  ;'  and  introduce  the  menp 
tion  of  his  meritorious  death,  of  the  wounds  whicb  he  receiv* 
ed,  and  the  Uood  which  he  flied,  for  our  redemption,  on  fuch 
Ithamef al  ocoafions,  as  m&i  daily  do  ?  Think  only,  what  fort 
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jbf  things  they  tire,  to  which  you  fometimes  hear  the  Lord  of 
heaven  add  earth  invoked  to  be  a  voucher:  Things,  which 
men  woulji  be  afhamed  to  hint  at  in  the  prefence  of  an  earthlj 
f uperior :  and  yet  the  gteat  Gk>d  is  called  upon^  familia^lj  and 
without  fcruple,  to  attend  to  them  ;  called  upon  fometimes  to 
bear  witnefd,  that  iVe  refolve  to  do,  what  we  know  he  hath 
forbidden  on  pain  of  helUfire*  Be  affured  he  is  a  witnefs,  aud 
will  be  an  avenger  tooi  1%e  Lord  our  God  is  a  jealous  Goi*\ 
And  he  cannot  fufier  the  honour  of  that  name  to  be  proAitu- 
tdd  thus,  which  he  hath  comknanded  us  to  pray  may  be  fanfli- 
fied  and  haJlowed\, 

Should  he  permit  itj  piety  and  virtue  would  be  loft  from 
loff  the  earth,  For  if  men  make  free  in  this  manaer  with  the 
moil  facred  of  all  things  ;  .talk  of  God  and  his  terrors  in  jcft; 
and  call  down  his  wrath,  in  this  world  and  the  next,  on 
themfelves  and  one  another,  for  nothing,  fome  of  them  almoft 
as  often  as  they  fpeak ;  what  poilibility  is  thete,  that  anj 
real  fenfe  of  duty  (hould  retxiain  amongfl  them  ?  Did  you  ever 
know  a  common  fwearer,  that  was  in  earneft  religious  !  It  can- 
not be.  Either  the  fear  of  God  will  keep  him  from  this  prac- 
tice, or  this  pra6tice  will  wear  out  of  his  inind  the  fear  of  Gcd. 
That  awfulnefs,  which  furrounds  and  guards  religion,  will  be 
turned  into  fcom,  by  taking  fuch  liberties  with  the  moft  itn- 
portant  articles  of  it.  Confider :  to  fwear  is  to  acknowledge 
the  perfe£l:ions  of  God,  to  pay  him  an  aft  of  worfhip  and  ho* 
mage.  .  Oaths  are  confecrated  by  him  to  ferye,  on  fit  occafions, 
to  this  purpofe  only.  What  a  crime  muft  it  be  then,  to  debaft 
them  to  fuch  mean  and  vile  ufes,  as  multitudes  do  !  Suppofe 
any  other  aft  of  worfliip  were  treated  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
profaned  every  hour,  carelefsly,  and  even  in  mockery ;  how 
would  this  appear  to  you,  and  what  mud  the  cofifequetice  be? 
Now  let  fuch  impiety  be  as  ihocking  as  it  will ;  that  of  com- 
mon fwearing  is  in  its  nature  full  as  ihocking  :  and  it  is  dread- 
ful, that  men  are  fo  habituated  to  it,  as  not  to  feel  it. 

But  farther:  when  men  are  once  grown  fearlefs  enough 
to  break  this  known  and  plain  law  of  duty ;  what  principlw 
have  they  to  deter  them  from  breaking  any  other  ?  When  the 
reverence  of  God  is  fo  effaced  from  their  4iearts,  that  they  caa 
ufe  his  name  with  difreg^r/i  and  .contempt;    what  hope  or 

thought 
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thought  can  there* be  left  in  them  of  pleafing  him  ?  and  where 
then  is  the  fecurity  of  their  not  going  on  to  ofFtnd  him  by 
whatever  additional  fins  they  chance  to  like?  Undoubtedly 
there  are  thofe  who  will  fwear,  and  yet  will  not  commit  fome 
other  forts  of  wickednefs.  But  there  are  few,  if  any  perhaps, 
that  wdl  fwear,  and  yet  will  commit  do  other  fort  of  wickednefs. 
Aud  there  are  many,  that  began  with  this  trangrcffion  only ; 
but  when  once  the  breach  in  their  confcience  was  made,  it  fooa 
widened,  and  they  admitted  through  it  by  degrees,  all  the  vile- 
nefs  i»  the  world.  He  therefore,  that  would  aot  eacpofe  hina- 
felf  to  become  profligate  in  all  refpe^ts,  mud  beware  of  become 
ing  fo  in  this.  And  they,  that  would  not  have  their  childrea 
-pr-^fervants  fcruple  nothing,  muft  take  care  they  Ihall  fcruple 
fwearing.  For  this  is  generally  one  of  the  firft  fteps  which 
they  take  towards  complete  worthleiTnefs.  And  they  go  on 
afterwards  much  the  f after,  for  another  reafon.  While  they 
diflike  profane  language,  they  are  unqualified  for  profane  com- 
pany. Execrations  and  blafphemies  make  theo^  tremble,  and 
keep  them  at  a  diftance  from  the  abandoned.  But  if  thefe 
things  lofe  their  horror,  that  barrier  is  removed,  and  they  are 
eafily  drawa  in  to  contraft  intimacies  with  thofe,  who  often 
maJ^e  them^  in  a  little  time,  as  our  Saviour  exprefips  it,  twor 
/old  mora  the  children  of  hell,  than  ihemfehfs  *. 

Thus  doth  <x>mmon  fwearing  le^d  to  all  wickednefs  :  but  it 
leads  peculiarly  to  that  of  falfe  fwearing.  In  a  multitude  of 
^ordsj  the  wife  man  obflerves,  there  wanteth  not  Jin  f .  -  And 
•in  a  mtiltitude  of  oaths,  there  will  never  want  perjury.  The 
lefsof  it  any  one  runs  into,* who  throws  the  name  of  God  out 
pf  h^a  mouth  ^t  random,  the  greater  his  good  fortune  is:  bujt 
9is  the  bQldeil  fwearers  are  almoft  conflantly  tiie  f^eeft  talkers 
too;  and  call  heaven  to  witnefs  the  moft  plentifully,  juft  at 
^thefe  times  when  they  fpeak  with  the  leail  confideration  and 
government  of  their  tongue^ ;  they  canno.t  avoid  being  guilty 
of  falfe  oaths  perpetually.  And  let  any  one  of  them  fpeak 
his  confcience,  he  muft  own  he  hath  been  perjured  ^  thoufand 
times.  Perhaps  he  will  plead,  that  he  was  not  in  earneft.  And 
were  that  always  true,  though  I  believe  it  is  not,  far  from  it, 
in  any  one  fuch  perfon's  cafe  in  the  world ;  yet  is  perjury  a 
piatter  to  jeft.with?  Are  invocations  of  God,  folemn  vowsf  and 
Vol.  I.  3  B  imprecatious^ 
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imprecations,  things  for  men  to  call  wantonly  around  them,  and 
/ay^  Am  I  not  in  /port  *  ?  Remember,  he,  with  whom  yeu 
take  thefe  liberties,  hath  made  no  allowance  for  them  in  his 
word,  nor  confequehtlj  will  make  any  at  the  great  day.  The 
rule  of  his  law  is  exprefs  :  Tejhall  not  fwear  by  my  nam 
falfely  ;  neither  Jbalt  thou  prof  ant  the  name  of  thy  God:  lam 
the  Lordf.  And  we  have  no  manner  of  intimation,  that  this 
command  is  to  give  way,  as  often  as  we  think  it  proper  to  di- 
vert ourfelves  with  tranfgreffing  it,  Befides,  there  is  but  a 
ftep,  and  it  is  eafily  made,  from  fwearing  falfely  in  jeft,  or  half 
eameft,  to  doing  the  fame  thing  in  downright  earneft*  Taking 
oaths  too  frequently,  and  with  too  little  folemnity,  cren  he? 
fore  legal  officers,  is  acknowledged  to  diminifh  the  reverence 
due  to  them.  What  muft  it  do  then,  to  ufe  them  continuallj 
in  common  converfation,  withoutv  any  ceremony  at  all  ?  And 
how  can  it  be  expefted,  that  a  man^  who,  without  the  leaft 
fear  of  God,  or  regard  to  truth,  fwears  a  hundred  times  oTcr 
to  whatever  comes  uppermoft  one  hour,  fhall  perhaps  the  very 
next,  (provided  you  change  the  fccnc)  become  fupcrior  to 
every  fthing  that  would  corrupt  his  integrity  in  bearing  tefti- 
mony  ?  It  will  doubtlefs  be  faid  to  this,  that  a  man's  honour 
fufficiently  binds  him  to  veracity,  when  he  gives  his  fdemn 
oath,  let  his  fenfe  of  religion  be  as  little  as  it  will.  But  what 
if  he  can  hope  to  avoid  difcovery,  and  fyve  his  honour  ?  What 
if  he  prefers  his  intereft  before  his  honour?  What  if  he  thinks 
forf wearing  himfelf  on  fome  occaiions,  no  breach  of  his  honour, 
perhaps  a  point  of  honour  ?  What  fliall  bind  him  then,  if  the  fear 
of  profaning  God's  name  d6th  not  ?  But  ftill,  it  muft  be  own- 
ed,  you  will  fay,  that  many  common  f wearers  are  men  of  truth 
and  probity.  Why  /ome,  we  acknowledge,  are :  and  great 
pity  it  is,  that  fueh  as  they,  will  be  common  fwearers.  But 
if  ^his  praftice  doth  not  lead  every  one  into  deliberate  pcrjuiy, 
is  it  not  enough,  that  it  leads  many,  that  it  tempts  and  endan- 
gers all  the  reft ;  and  that  they  cannot  know  beforehand,  how 
great  the  danger  may,  at  one  time  or  other  prove  !  He  that  is 
fwearing  and  vowing  continually,  it  muft  happen,  that  fooner 
or  later,  he  will  fwear  to  do  fomething  unlawful.  What  a 
fnar^  now  is  this  !  It  is  a  fin  to  have  taken  fuch  an  oath  :  It  is 
another  fin  to  perform  it :  and  yet  it  looks  extremely  like  a 
fin,  not  to  perform  it.     Still  he  certainly  ought  not :  but  it  is 

a  great 
•  Prov.  xxvi.  19.  t  Lev.  auK.  12. 


"8  E  R.  XXXIH.  On  Oatis.  379 

ft  great  chance,  whether  the  fear  or  the  fiiame,  of  that  imagi- 
narj  fin,  may  not  drive  him  into  the  real  one.  Such  probably 
was  the  cafe  of  yeptba  :  fuch  undoubtedly  was  that  of  Herod; 
who  had  never  been  guilty  of  murdering  John  the  Baptift,  if 
he  4iad  not  firft  been  giiilty  of  fwearing  inconfiderately.  For  the 
evangeiifts  exprefsly  tell  us,  the  king  was  exceeding /orry  y  yet 
for  bis  oath*  s fake  J  and  for  their  fakes  who  fat  at  meat  with  him^ 
he  {ent  and  beheaded  John  in  the  prifon"^.  Indeed  it  is  a  com- 
mon excufe,  that  men  make  for  ading,  as  they  are  fenfible 
they  ought  not,  and  would  not  elfe,  that  they  have  fworn  to  do 
it,  and  therefore  muft  and  will. 

But  fuppofe  the  danger  were  only  that,  of  fWearing  to  do 
things  not  unlawful  in  their  nature,  but  inconvenient  and  pre- 
judicial to  us  ;  it  would  furely  be  a  fufficient  reafon  againft 
needlefs  oaths.  For  in  that  cafe,  unlefs  we  be  releafed  from 
our  engagement,  which  we  cannot  always  be,  the  fcripture 
Very  ju-ftly  dlrefts ;  If  a  man  vow  a  vow  unto  the  Lord^  or 
iwear  an  oath  to  bind  bis  foul  with  a  bond :  hefball  not  break 
his  word :  htjball  do  according  to  all  that  proceedeth  out  of  hit 
mouth  f .  Is  it  not  then  a  very  wife  caution,  which  Solomon 
gives  ?  Be  not  rq/h  with  thy  mouth  :  and  let  not  thine  heart  be 
hmfiy  to  utter  any  thing  before  Godt*  For  many  a  time  have 
men  lamented  through  their  whole  lives,  the  unhappy  coni^s- 
•quences  of  one  finglc  oath. 

It  is  very  true,  we  may  entangle  ourfelves  by  unlawful  or 
innprudent  .promifes,  though  we  do  not  add  thic  confirmation  to 
them.  But  yet,  oaths  are  underftood  to  be,  and  therefore  are  a 
Ti^uch  more  folemn,  ftrong  and  irrevocable  tie,  than  mere  pro- 
mi£es ;  and  confequently  make  the  cafe  juft  fo  m'uch  the  worfe. 
B^fides,  the  fame  guard  upon  therafel  ves,  that  reftrainS'men  from 
f wearing  rafhly,  will  reftrain  them  alfo  from  promifing  rafli- 
ly  J  whereas  be,  that  is  ready  to  pour  out  oaths  on  every  oc- 
cafioii,  i:»  in  perpetual  danger  of  binding  himfelf  down  at  once, 
by  the  ftrongeft  obligation  under  which  he  can  be  laid. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  the  fon  of  Sirach^s  advice  is  extreme- 
ly important.  Hear^  Oye  children^  the  difcipline  of  the  mouth: 
He  that  keepeth  it,  Jhall  never  be  taken  in  his  lips,  Accuflom 
mot  thy  mouth  to  fwearing  ;  neither  tife  thy f elf  to  the  naming 

3  B  2  "^  of 

•  Matth.  XIV.  9.  10.    Mark  vi.  :6,  27.  f  Numb.  xxx.  2. 

fEccl.  V.  3. 


j8#  .  ^n  Oaths ^  Ser.  XXXIH 

oftht  Holy  One*  For  as  thefervanty  that  is  continually  heaUn^ 
Jball  not  he  without  a  blue  mark  f  fo  he^  that  fvoeareth  and  nam' 
eth  God  continually y  Jball  not  he  faultlefsi  A  man^  that  ufeth 
much /wearing^  Jhall  he  filled  with  iniquity  ^  and  the  plague  Jball 
never  depart  Jrom  his  houje.  Ifhejhall  offend^  hisfinJbaUbi 
upon  him  :  and  if  he  acknowledge  not  bis  fin^  be  maketh  a  douhU 
offence, —  l%ere  is  a  word  that  is  clothed  ahout  with  death :  God 
grant  thai  it  be  not  Jound  in  the  heritage  of  Jacob:  for  allfuch 
things  Jball  he  Jar  from  the  godly  *. 

But,  beiides  the  fins  and  dangers  which  I  have  hitherto 
pointed  out,  confider  the  matter  in  another  light,  and  you  will 
^es  many  more,  of  great  moment,  attending  this  pra£l!ce.  The 
fpirit  of  religion  is  a  fpirit  of  mildnefs  and  benevolence.  Even 
the  irreligious,  if  they  profefe  any  regard  to  principle,  profe& 
a  high  efteem  for  thefe  virtues.  And  there  are  few  things  lefs 
confiftent  with  them,  than  the  common  ufe  of  oaths  and  impre- 
cations. Gurfing  is  the.  expreffion  of  a  heart  not  fatisfied  witK 
the  mifchief  that  we  can  and  dare  inflid  ourfelvea,  but  that 
feeks  to  intereft  even  the  great  God,  in  making  the  perfoB,- 
with  whom  we  are  difpleafed,  completely  m^iferable.  Recoi- 
led but  a  little  tlie  dreadful  words  that  are  uttered  j  confider 
a  while  what  things  they  are,  which  they  who  iadulg€  them- 
felves  this  way,  beg  of  heaven  may  fall  on  cMie  another's  heads: 
is  it  poflible  for  the  very  fiends  to  go  beyond  the  rage  and  ma- 
lignity of  fuch  language  ?  And  let  it  not  be  pleaded,  that  they 
mean  nothing  of  what  they  fay.  They  mean  often  but  too 
much  of  ity  at  leafl  for  the  time  -,  mean  almoft  always  to  fhew 
a  very  finful  wrath  and  bittcrnefs  :  and  the  way^  which  thej 
take  to  ihew  it^  irifianies  it  ftill  niore.  For  hardly  any  thing 
upon  earth  blows  up  anger  to  fo  outrageous  a  vehemence,  as 
venting  it  in  oaths  and  curfes.  They  roufe  up  the  paflion  of 
thofe  who  ufe  them  :  they  provoke  pafiion  in  return  from  thofc 
to  whom  they  are  ufed :  and  when  once  the  fiame,  thus  kindled,- 
blazes  out  on  both  fides,  can  there  be  in  nature  a  more  bellifH 
fpedacle  feen  or  imagined  ?  But  filppofe  the  fwearer  to  be  of 
a  calmer  difpofitiod ;  continually  throwing  out  phrafes,  of  fucll 
terrible  import,  upon  all  who  are  about  him,  cannot  fail  to 
leflen  whatever  humanity  he  hath,  and  harden  his  heart  to- 
wards them  gradually.     The  leail  they  imply  is  an  immoral 

difregard 
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difregard  of  what  becomes  of  them.  And  we  (ball  never  pre- 
kwe  that  equitable  attention  to  others  and  their  remonftrance?, 
which  we  certainly  ought,  if  once  we  get  a  habit  of  driving 
awaj,  with  a  hafty  curfe,  whoever  at  any  time  importunes  us 
with  his  applications.  Common  fwearers  may  be,  to  feme 
perfons,  and  on  fome  occafions,  very  good-natured  men :  but 
On  others,  they  find  a  threatening  oath  or  two  is  fo  very  fliort 
and  eafy  a  way,  td  get'  rid  of  a  difficulty,  right  or  wrong,  that 
they  often  venture  on  moft  barbarous  behaviour,  under  this 
protcftion  :  and  fometimes,  it  may  be  feared,  a£re6l  fuch  lan- 
guage, merely  to  fcreen  them  from  doing  their  duties,  and  in 
particular  from  paying  their  debts  ;  or  to  deceive  thofe  with 
whoni  they  converfe  j  or  terrify  thofe  whom  they  cannot  de- 
teive. 

But  befides  that  oaths  and  curfes  are  commonly  ufed  to  fup- 
port  .other  injuries,  they  are  injuries  and  outrages  themfelves. 
To  our  fuperiors  they  are  affronts  and  indignities  :  to  our  equals 
they  arc  rudenefs  :  and  it  is  at  mean-fjririted  infolence  to  fhe^ 
our  ccmtempt  of  thofe  beneath  us,  by  them,  for  no  other  rea- 
fon,  than  becaufe  we  know  they  muft  bear  it.  But  indeed 
words  of  this  nature  are  juftly  ofFenfive,"  not  only  to.  the  per- 
fons  agaixiiil:  whom  yon  direct  them,  but  to  all  within  hearing. 
For  how  have  they  deferved  to  be  made  witneiTes,  whether 
they  will  or  not,  of  all  the  brutalities  you  are  pleafed  to  utter  ? 
Even  before  thofe  who  have  no  religion,  fuch  tranfports  muft 
be  extremely  unbecoming.  But  remember  too,  there  are  fome 
who  have  religion ;  whofe  ears  it  grates,  and  whofe  heart  ic 
grieves,  as  well  it  may,  to  hear  the  commandments  of  their 
God  tranfgreffed,  and  his  holy  name  profaned  wantonly*  Why 
are  not  thefc  to  have- due  regard  paid  them  ?  Why  ihould  it 
not  be  thought,  in  a  nation  profeffing  Chriftianity,  a  point  of 
common  decency,  in  all  men,  to  abftain  from  open  violations 
of  Chriftian  precepts  ?  Apd  really,  to  behave  without  common 
decency,  above  all  to  the  religion  of  a  country,  is  of  itfelf  no 
fmall  immorality.  The  other  civilities  of  life  are  generally 
kept  up,  in  outward  fcMrm  at  leaft ;  and  often  to  a  gceat  degree 
of  delicacy.  Whatever. would  be  unpleafing  to  any  one,  be 
the  diflike  of  it  ever  fo  fanciful,  is  carefully  avoided :  and  it  is 
of  coniideraBlu  importance  to  our  happinefs  to  ad  fb.  What 
(round  is  there  then  to  make  an  exception  in  this  one  cafe  ? 
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And  why  muft  you  treat  the  king  ff  aU  the  earth  *,  before 
tfaofe  who  honour  him,  with  that  diirefped,  whidi  jou  would 
not  ea^refs  towards  any  common  penCbn,  for  whom  any  of  tbe 
company  prefent  had  the  leaft  regard  ?  Such  behaviour  wouH 
produce  dangerous  refentments,  otv  aknoil  every  other  occafionj 
from  moft  men.  And  though  r^al  Chriftians  will  in  no  way 
irevengc  your  treatment  of  them,  but  join  pity  for  you  witk 
Their  uneafinefs  at  your  difcourfe  j  this  furely  is  no  rfeafon  why 
you  ifaould  give  them  that  uneafinefs ;  and  much  kfs,  whyyoi 
Aould  purpofdy  fingle  them  eut  to  feel  it,  as  I  fear  is  foine- 
times  done.  But  indeed  fuch  converfation  muft  be  offenfive  to 
all  in  general,  who  have  any  confideration,  either  of  good  fcnfe 
•br  agreeablenefs.  It  is  irrational;  k  is  abfurd,  it  excites  images 
that  are  Ihockingj  it  makes  men  appear  like  3eviis,  to  bring 
•deaths  and  hell,  and  eternal  damnation,  into  every  fentence,  let 
.the  fubjed  of  difcourfe  be  what  it  will.  As  for  the  excufe,  that 
thefe  phrafes  are  fo  familiar,  that  they  makie  no  impreffion,  raife 
no  ideas  ;  there  was  a  time  at  leaft,  nor  could  it  be  a  flioit 
^nc,  when  they  did  :  and  in  proportion  as  the  meanmg  of  fuch 
words  is  thus  effaced  and  loft,  I  doubt  all  concern  about  the 
things,  that  once  were  meant,  is  effaced  and  loft  too  ;  and  foli- 
jcitude  to  obtain  everlafting  happinefs,  or  efcape  evedafting  mi- 
fery,  worn  out  of  mess  hearts.  Yet  ftill,  God  be  thanked, 
there  are  fome  remaining,  to  whom  profane  language  carries 
its  original  terror :  and,  for  their  fakes,  if  for  no  other  reafon, 
dt  ought  to  be  avoided.  But  far  from  that,  they  themfelyes, 
who  alledge  this  plea  of  its  being  infignificant,  feldotn  fail  to 
•confute  it,  by  inventing  new  oaths  and  curies^  as  faft  as  ever 
they  can,  to  alarm  and  awe  thofe  that  hear  them,  for  fear  the 
t)id  ones  ibould  have  loft  the  power  of  doii^g  it.  And  thu< 
their  language  becomes  every  day  more  and  more  diabolicali 
till  fuch  kind  of  ^xpreffions  m^e  up  pethaps  near  lialf  of 
what  fome  of  them  fay.  Now  were  each  of  thefe  offencesj 
taken  fingly,  mucli  lighter  than  it  is  ;  yet  how  enormous  a 
weight  of  ftn  muft  the  inceftant  repetition  of  them  amount  tQ» 
m  the  courfe  of  a  man's  life  ;  and  how  heavy  may  it  prefs  oa 
his  confcience,  when  he  con^s  to  die  !  Then  befidef,  it  is  a 
<crime  of  public  fcandal,  and  bad  example :  you  vaamfkzA  great 
numbers  of  others  into  it,   or  encourage  them  wFit ;  your  ac- 

quaistaocei 
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quaifitance,  your  frknds,  your  fcrvants,  your  children  ;  may 
contribute  largely  to  their  ruin,  and  fhare  deeply  in  their  guilt. 
Nay,  you  may  contribute,  much  more  than  you  think  of,  to 
the  increafe  of  other  wickednefies  too ;  and,  by  confequence, 
towards  bringing  down  the  judgments  of  God  upon  your  coun- 
try. For,  let  fome  think  as  flightly  as  they  will  of  taking  his 
name  in  vain,  it  is  a  notorious  faft,  that  all  manner  of  crimes 
grow  common  and  bare-faced  along  with  it :  and  therefore,  in 
proportion  as  that  increafes  amongft  any  people,  they  gradu- 
ally ripen  for  deftruftion.  Accordingly  we  find  the  prophet; 
Jeremiah  declaring  exprefsly,  that  hecaufe  of /wearing  the  land 
mourneth  *.  And  Hofea  puts  down  that,  in  the  firft  place,  as 
the  leading  fin  of  thofe  many,  for  which  the  Lord  had  a  con^ 
troverfy  with  the  children  of  Ifrael,  By/wearing^  and  lyifhg^ 
andjlealing,  and  committing  adultery^  they  break  out^  and  blood 
toucheth  blood,  "There/ore /hall  the  land  mourn  ;  and  every  one^ 
that  dwelleth  therein^  /hall  langui/h  f.  May  God  in  his  mer- 
cy give  us  grace  to  turn  our/elv^s  from  all  our  tran/greffiom^ 
that /q  iniquity  may  not  be  our  ruin  J.  ' 

•  Jer.  xxiii.  lo.        \  Hof.  \r,  i,  a,  3.        \  Eaek.  xviii.  §0. 
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^ou  Jhalt  not  tale  the  name  of  the  Lord  thy  God  in  vain  ;  /or 
the  Lord  will  not  hold  him  guiltlejs^  that  takefh  his  name  in 
vain, 

TN  difcourfing  on  thefe  words,  after  lajing  before  you  the 
nature  and  guilt  of  perjurj,  I  proceeded  to  treat  of  rafti  and 
peedlefs  paths   and  imprecations  ;    concerning   whiclj  I  have 
fliewn,  '      >       ' 

I.  That  the  mere  prohibition  of  fcripture  is  alone  fufficient 
obligation  to  abftain  from  them :  and  yet 

II.  That  the  wifdom  and  goodnefs  of  God,  in  -forbidding 
them,  is  evident ;  as  they  are  plainly  Inconfiftent  with  a  fenfc. 
of  piety  and  reverence  towards  him,  with  the  fupport  of  truth 
and  juftice  in  the  world,  with  a  behaviour  of  humanity  and 
common  decency. 

Thefe  things  being  proved,  there  may  feeni  to  be  little  need 
of  faying  any  thing  further  concerning  this  fin.  But  as  too 
many  are  apt  to  think,  cither  that  Chriftian  preachers  are  led 
by  prejudice  to  drefs  it  tip  in  falfe  terrors,  or  that  whatever 
obje£tions  tiiere  may  be  againft  it,  there  are  likewife  confidcr- 
able  pleas  to  be  made  in  its  favour ;  or,  at  Icaft,  that  in  certain 
circumftances  men  cannot  abftain  from  it :  I  beg  your  attention 
once  more  to  the  fubjeft,  whilft  I  prove, 

III.  That  others,  as  well  as  Chriftians,  have  condemned 
common  fwearing. 

IV.  That  the  pleas,  alledged  for  it,  are  of  po  weight. 

V.  That,  by  obferving  a  few  plain  diredions,  men  may  both 
sivoid  it,  and  «ven  cure  themfelves  and  others  of  it* 
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III.  In  fpeaking  to  the  third  head,  I  might  properly  remind 
you  of  what  I  mentioned  in  the  firft  difcourfe  on  this  fubjeft, 
that  the  old  Jewi/h  teachers  condemned  oaths,  almofl  as  ftrong- 
\j  as  our  Saviour  himfelf :  nay,  tkat  Solomon  hath  fet  down 
the  character  of  him  that  fivcareth  as  a  bad  one  ;  and  of  him 
that  fear eth  an  oath,  as  a  good  one  *.  ^But  feme  may  poffibly 
except  againft  authorities  from  thefe  writers,  as  being  of  a  re- 
ligion too  near  akin  to  our  own.  Therefore  none  fliall  be 
quoted  but  heathens.  And  though  their  very  poets  f,  and 
orators  J,  as  well  as  lawgivers  and  philofophers,  have  deliver- 
ed rules,  agreeable  to  thofe  of  fcripture,  on  this  point ;  1  fliall 
produce  only  fome  of  the  latter.  Rhadamanthus,  the  Cretan 
legiflator,  forbade  all  fwearing  dire£tly  by  the  name  of  God, 
to  preferve  it  from  profanation  §.  To  reverence  an  oath,  is  a 
well  known  precept  of  the  famous  Pythagoras  \.  And  the 
philofophcr  HierocleSy  in  his  commentary  upon  it,  hath  the 
following  words.  This  precept  requires  men,  not  only  to  f peak 
truth  when  they  /wear,  but  to  ahjlain  from  fwearing  :  not  to 
ufe  oaths  frequently,  and  rajhly,  and  about  trifles,  to  fill  up  a 
*  fentence,  or  confirm  a  common  fiory.  For  fo  fioall  we  ohferve 
truth  in  our  oaths,  if  we  be  f paring  of  them  :  But  from  fre^ 
quent  fwearing  to  falfe  fwearing,  is  an  eafy  fall.  Plato  diredls 
that  men  do  not  on  flight  occafions  name  God  ;  and  fcarce  on 
any  fwear  by  him  ^.  Avoid  oaths,  faith  EpiBetus  **,  if  it  be 
poffihle,  intirely  :  but  if  not^  to  the  utmoft  of  your  power.  An 
oath,  faith  his  commentator  Simplicius,  is  calling  God  to  wit* 
fiefs  ^  and  making  him  a  voucher  to  what  we  fay;  Now  to  in-- 
traduce  Ged  on  little  and  infignificant  occafions,  exprej/es  a  con^ 
tempt  of  him.  The  earlieft  of  thefe  men  were  certainly  under 
none  of  the  prepofleflions,  which  it  may  be  fancied  we  are  : 
and  though  fuch  of  them,  as  lived  after  Chrift,  are  much  the 
moft  explicit  and  the  fl:rongeft  in  c^demning  all  needlefs  oaths, 
and  therefore  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  learnt  their  diflike  of 
-them  fiom  believers  in  him  ;  yet  this  only  fliews,  that  though 
they  oppofed  Chriftianity  in  general,  they  were  forced  to  con- 
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fefs  the  excellency  of  its  dodiinc  in  this  particular,  and  to  su 
dopt  it.  For  thej  faj  moft  exa&ly  the  fame  things  that  wc 
do  ;  nor  can  any  one  writer,  of  any  nation  upon  earth,  be  pro- 
duced, that  ever  faid  the  contrary.  All  the  authority  there* 
fore,  as  well  as  all  the  reafon  in  the  world,  bears  teftimony  ta 
the  fitnefs  and  importance  of  God's  command  in  this  matter : 
and  what  pleas  can  there  be  on  the  other  fide,  to  excufe  our 
difobedience  I  Let  us  ptoceed 

IV.  To  conflder  diem. 

Some  perhaps  may  imagine,  that  oath&  procure  credit  to 
what  they  fay.  But  are  any  more  credited,  than  thofe  who 
never  fwear  in  their  difcourfe  at  all  ?  or  any  Icfs,  than  thofe 
who  fwear  every  moment  ?  This  is  the  way  to  lower  and  de- 
llroy,  not  ralfe  your  credit.  For  it  feems  to  imply  a  voluntary 
acknowledgementy  on  your  own  part,  that  your  mere  affirma^ 
tion  is  unworthy  of  regard.  You  know  beft  indeed,  whether 
it  deferves  belief  or  not.  But  if  it  doth,  you  are  very  unwife 
to  add  more.  It  is  confidered,  as  no  fmall  privilege  allowed 
to  the  rank  of  fome  perfons,  that  their  aifertion  is  admitted 
without  an  oath,  in  legal  proceedings  o»  matters  of  great  mo- 
ment. Why  Ihould  not  you  partake  of- that  privilege,  as  far 
as  you  can  >  Why  will  you  degrade  ydurfelf  needle&ly  ?  If 
your  bare  word  be  in  truth  a  fufficient  fecurity,  keep  up  the 
honour  of  it  y  and  referve  additional  confirmations  for  occafions 
of  high  importance,  for  fuch  as  feldom  happen,  and  where  an 
oath  is  indifpenfible.  By  making  them  common  in  every  cafe, 
you  lofe  the  advantage  of  them  in  extraordinary  cafes.  It  is 
the  charader  which  men  preferve,  not  merely  the  form  of 
words  which  they  ufe,  that  muft  give  weight  to  what  they 
fay.  And  if  your  charafter  be  funk,  till  you  raife  it  again  by 
a  right  behaviour,  all  other  ways  to  gain  credit  will  have  very 
little  effeft.  You  may  join,  if  you  will,  the  fin  of  fwearing 
with  that  of  lying  ;  but  no  one  will  fufpeft  you  the  lefs  of  the 
latter,  for  hearing  you  guilty  of  the  former.  You  may  try  to 
cloak  falfehood  with  perjury :  but  you  will  foon  be  detected, 
apd  doubly  abhorred  :  whereas  if  you  will  learn  to  fpeak  truth* 
you  will  never  need  oaths.  But  indeed  they  who  make  this 
plea,  very  often  fwear  and  curfe,  juft  as  freely,  in  cafes  where 
tl\ey  cannot  make  it :  in  faying  what  no  one  doubts,  in  mat- 
ters not  of  iS.%  but  of  fpeculative  opinion  5  or  matters  dcpend- 
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ing,  not  on  their  teftimony,  bat  that  of  others  ;  nay,  fometimej 
in  the  very  aiking  of  a  queftion. 

Inftead  of  this  excufe  therefore,  a  different  one  is  invented ; 
that  where  this  kind  of  language  is  not  wanted  to  gain  belief, 
at  leaft  it  commands  refpefl.  But  is  any  one,  in  reality,  ever 
tl)e  better  thought  of  tor  it,  or  the  worfe  for  want  of  it  ?  Did 
joQ  ever  hear  it  faid,  or  intimated,  that  fuch  a  one  was  a  mat>,.. 
of  no  undeiftanding,  or  no  honour,  or  no  confequ'ence,  becaufe 
he  was  never  known *to  fvvear^  or  was  a  perfou  of  fingular  worth 
and  importance,  becaufe  he  had  a  greater  plenty  and  variety  of 
oaths  than  other  men  ?  What  fort  of  refpe6t  mull  it  be  then, 
that  fuch  phrafes  can  procure  you  ?  Perhaps  you  hope  to  ap- 
pear terrible  by  the  ufe  of  them.  But  where  is  the  need  of 
appearing  fo  ?  It  fhould  rather  be  the  care  of  reafonable  crea- 
tures, to  appear  mild,  and  humane,  and  agreeable  to  each  o- 
ther.  It  is  true,  men  in  fome  ftations  muft  carry  awe  with 
them  :  bat  this  is  not  the  way  to  it.  Swearing  frights  none, 
but  tliofe  whom  it  is  unmanly  to  fright :  and  tlie  affeclation 
of  giving  much  terror  is  a  well-known  mark,  and  commonly, 
though  not  always,  a  *triie  one,  of  little  courage.  AU  the- 
threatening  imprecations  in  the  world  can  only  fliew,  that  he 
who  ufes  the^l^  is  an  angry  man,  or  would  feem  fo  :  but  as 
his  anger  is  not  in  the  leaft  of  more  confcquence  with  thera 
ttiaa  without  them,  fo  it  may  be  (hewn  full  as  effe6luaily  with- 
out thefti  as  with  them.  Nay,  very  often,  fuch  as  would  fub- 
mit  upon  a.  moderate  and  decent  reproof,  are  exafperated  by 
the  outrage  of  being  fworn  at ;  and  it  may  be,  provoked  to 
return  the  language  they  receive  :  in  which  cafe,  all  that  fu- 
periors  get  by  it,  is,  teaching  their  inferiors  to  t:arfe  them  to 
their  faces,  and  throwing  down  the  diiiini^ion  they  meant  to 
keep  up*  Some  indeed  are  fo  ufed  to  pour  out  oaths,  on  all 
ConfideraUe  occafions,  that  they  are  little  minded  if  they  dd 
not :  but  then  they  are  commonly  fa  ufed  to  it,  upon  inconfi- 
derable  ones  alfo,  that  they  are  not  much  more  minded  if  they 
do.  Or  however  that  be,  as  this  pretendt-d  neceffity  of  fwear- 
ing  arifes  wholly  from  a  habit  of  fwearing  without  necefSty ; 
your  having  bten  guilty  already  can  never  juftify  your  be- 
coming more  fo.  But  your  plain  way  is,  leave  off  thefe  wrong 
methods  of  making  yourfelf  attended  to,  and  apply  diligently 
to  the  right  ones  ;  and  after  a  while,  one  calm  word  of  com- 
mand or  direction  will  go  a  great  deal  farther,  than  ever  fo 
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much  blufter  and  blafphemj  did  before.  At  firft  indeed  you 
maj  be  under  difficulties  ;  but  as  your  preceding  tranfgre^on» 
of  your  duty-  have  brought  them  upon  you,  jou  muft  bear 
them  with  patience.  Or  fuppofing,  that  not  you,  but  others 
before  you,  have  fo  accuftomed  thofe,  with  whom  you  are 
concerned,  to  this  language,  that  they  will  not  eufiiy  be  kept 
in  order  without  it :  ftill,  which  of  tlic  two  is  fitter  ;  that  yoa 
fiiould  deliberately  go  on  to  violate  the  laws  of  God,  and  fet 
all  around  you  an  example  of  it,  merely  to  procure  yourfelf 
more  fpetdy .  regard  from  the  profligate  ;  or  that  you  fliould 
keep  yourfelf  innocent,  and  reform  them  ;  the  effed  of  which 
will  be  double  honour  from  them  for  the  future  ?  But  after 
all,  the  real  truth  is,  that  this  plea  of  commainding  r^fped,  as 
well  as  the  former  of  gaining  belief,  is,  generally  fpeaking, 
mere  pretence :  and  they  who  ailed ge  jthem,  fwear  juft  as  much, 
when  they  know  they  fhall  get  neither. 

But  there  is  a  third  inducement  to  it,  which  though  not 
often  mentioned,  perhaps  appears  to  have  with  many  great 
weight ;  an  opinion  of  its  reconuneading  them  to  the  world, 
as  being  above  precife  reftraints,  of  a  lively  converfation,  and 
graceful  behaviour.  Now  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  a^ 
free  ufe  of  oaths  will  help  to  acquit  them  from  the  imputation 
of  having  any  religion.  Not  that  vatn  are  by  any  means  al- 
ways fo  fearlefs  of  their  Maker,  as  they  give  themfelves  airs 
of  being.  And  it  is  furely  the  loweft  of  a^e£tations,  to  make 
falfe  pretences  to  a  charafter,  which,  if  it  really  belonged  to 
them,  could  only  diftionour  them.  For  why  they  fliould,  any 
of  them,  meet  with  more  regard  from  men,  for  having  no  re- 
gard to  God,  and  no  reftraints  on  their  behaviour,  but  what 
they  may  boldly  throw  off,  when  it  ferves  a  prefent  turn,  this 
is  beyond  all  comprehenfion.  Obferve  too,  that  as  it  is  wicked 
for  believers  in  religion  to  fwear  needlefsly ;  fo  it  is  abfurd  for 
unbelievers  to  fwear  at  al^  5.  and  very  diflipneft  alfo,  to  offer  an 
oath  for  the  confirmati?>n  of  what  they  fay,  when  they  them- 
felves muft  look  upon  it  to  be  no  confirmation  in  the  leaft. 
As  for  the  notion  that  oaths  give  a  life  and  fpirit  to  difcourfe  j 
it  muft  be  confefled,  that  the  whole  fpirit >of  fome  mens  con- 
verfation confifts  in  the  profanenefs  of  it :  atid  to  refufe  them 
full  fcope  in  the  only  thing  they  have  to  be  admired  for,  may 
feem  ill-natured.  But  then  it  is  fo  very  eafy  to  procure  all  the 
admiration  that  fwearing  can  give,   an  attaioment,  which  the 
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meaneft  and  flupideft  of  bumsln  creatures  poffefs  often  in  a  fu- 
preme  degree,  that  one  would  think  it  fliould  not  be  migbtilj 
coveted.  If  this  be  all  you  have  to  mr.ke  a  figure  with,  jou 
will  make  a  very  poor  one.  And  if  jou  have  any  thing  bet- 
ter to  value  yourfelf  upon,  truft  to  that :  and  leave  fuch  as 
have  no  other,  to  ftiine  with,  fo  cheap  an  accomplifliment ; 
which  indeed,  of  all  the  follies  that  ever  made  any  man's  con- 
Verfatlon  defpicable  and  difagreeabie,  is  the  very  greateft.' And 
to  fee  it  in  this  light  j  fuppofe  a  dialogue  were  written  down^ 
as  full  of  thefe  ornaments  as  fome  peoples  difcourfe  is,  and  you 
were  to  read  it  over  ;  what  fliould  you  think  of  it  ?  Not  only 
the  prad:ice  in  general  would  appear  monftroully  void  of  sill 
decency  and  propriety,  but  the  very  forms  and  terms  made 
ufe  of  errant  grofs  ,nonfenfe«  Still,  fome  common  fwearers 
may,  in  otiier  refpeAs,  be  men  of  good  underftanding  and  good 
breeding ;  but  their  faults  muft  not  be  taken  for  excellencies; 
much  lefs  will  they  look  becoming,  when  cppied  :  and  furely 
their  oaths  are  difguiling,  for  ftill  further  reafons.  The  af- 
fuming  air  and  vehemence,  that  is  infeparable  from  them,  ex- 
prefles  much  incivility  and  difrefpeft.  You  never  bear  them 
from  your  inferiors  on  that  very  account.  And  yet,  if  it  be 
fuch  graceful  language,  why  fliould  not  your  children  and  fer. 
vants  accoil  you  with  it,  on  all  occafipns  ?  But  plainly,  as  long 
as  the  phrafes  of  this  kind  have  any  meaning,  they  have  a 
fliocking  one :  and  when  they  have  none  they  are  mere  imper- 
pertinence,  which  was  never  in  any  other  cafe  accounted  a 
beauty.  Suppofe  you  were  to  ufe  in  your  difcourfe  as  many 
harmlcfs  expletives,  as  you  do  of  thefe  profane  ones  ;  would 
not  you  be  ridiculous,  even  to  a  proverb  ?  And  yet  there  are 
not  only  no  words,  but  no  inlignificant  or  inarticulate  founds 
and  noifes,  but  might,  with  juft  as  much  fenfe  and  elegance, 
be  brought  into  every  part  of  your  converfation  as  the  oaths 
you  are  fo  fond  of.  And  furely  adding  impiety  to  abfurdity, 
cannot  make  it  lefs  abfurdity.  <jnQ  would  hope,  their  being 
forbidden' is  not  the  reafon  why  you  ddJght  in  them.  If  it  be, 
think  only  what  a  deliberate  difobedii^nce  to  God,  and  defiance 
of  his  authority,  that  implies.  And  if  it  hz  not,  what  motive 
gan  you  have,  to  let  fuch  ugly  excrefcences  deform  your  talk  ? 
But  fome  alledg^,  in  the  fourth  place,  that  whether  becom-i 
ing  or  not,  it  is  the  fafliion  however,  and  that  muft  .lj||fiDllow-. 
cd*    But  though  much  too  common,  it  is  by  no  means  umver^ 

4r     ■■■  i^' 


39*  •«  Oaths.  Ser.  XXXIV. 

fal.  There  are,  God  be  thanked,  great  numbers  innocent  of 
it,  yet  well  efteemcd  in  the  world,  and  the  more  for  their  io^ 
nocence,  by  all  whofe  efteem  is  worth  having  ;  and  fo  inay\ 
you.  But  were  the  exceptions  fewer ;  Axuft  you  needs  prefer 
the  cuftoms  of  the^  world  before  all  common  fenfe, '  before  thi 
4iftates  of  your  confcience,  before  the  commands  of  your  Ma- 
ker ?  Think  a  little  of  the  matter.  And  remember  too,  tb« 
world  hath  many  other  bad  culloms.  Is  it  your  intention 
then,  to  comply  with  them  all,i  and  be  completely  profligate?- 
If  not,  why  do  you  comply  with  this  ?  Other  fins  you  may  be 
inticed  and  perfuaded  into  ;  but  no  one,  I  prefume,  will  take 
fuuch  pains  in  preiling  you  to  curfe  and  fwear.  And  if  the 
pradlice  be  looked  on  by  fome  with  too  much  indulgence,  it  is 
looked  upon  by  none  with  efteem.  Such  language  may  per- 
haps, in  former  days,  long  "ago,  have  been  one  diftinttion  of 
(he  upper  part  of  the  world ;  and  truly  one,  that  did  them  lit- 
tle credit,  even  then  :  but  now,  the  very  loweft  of  mankind  are 
grown  to  be  fo  throughly  their  match  at  it,  and  the  moft  vul- 
gar mouths  have  this  whole  fet  of  phrafes  in  fuch  continual 
ufe,  that  it  is  high  time  for  well  bred  men  to  have  done  with 
them.  But  above  all,  the  moft  diftant  advances,  towards  any 
fort  of  profanenefs  in  difcourfe,  fhould  be  fcrupuloufly  avoided 
by  that  fex,  which  cannot,,yet  plead  any  eftabli&ed  cuftom  for 
it ;  and  whofe  efteem  from  the  other  depends  fo  very  greatly 
on  the  gentlenefe  and  delicacy  of  their  converfation,  that  they 
will  be  far  from  finding  their  account,  (whatever  they  may 
fancy)  in  exchanging  it  for  a  confident  behaviour,  and  offen- 
iive  expreffions  of  mafculine  boldnefs. 

But  fifthly;  fome  have  yet  a  different  plea  to  make.  Itie 
not  the  practice  of  the  world  that  they  infift  on  ;  but  fwearitjgis 
unhappily  become  their  own  pradice:  and  long  habit  hath  made 
it  quite  familiar  to  them,  and  a  thing  of  courfe.  What  you 
urge  therefore,  in  alleviation  of  your  crime,  is,  that  you  iiavf 
been  foi:  very  many  years  very  conftantly  guilty  ef  it.  And 
is  not  this,  on  the  contrary,  one  of  the  grcateft  aggravations, 
that  can  be  ?  Suppofe  you  had  lived,  as  perhaps  you  have,  in 
the  habitual  commiffion  of  feveral  other  fins  befides ;  is  that  a 
reafon,  why  you  ihould  go  on  with  them  all,  and  be  eafy  about 
them ;  or  a  ftrong  reafon,  why  you  (hould  be  deeply  concerned 
for  them,  and  fet  in  eameft  to  amend  without  delay  ?  But  yon 
can  alledge,  it  may  be,  that  you  learnt  it  before  you  knew  the 

han| 
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harm  of  it ;  and  indeed  were  taught  it  by  the  example  of  thofcr, 
who  ihould  have  taught  you  better  things.  Why  undoubted- 
ly their  fetting  you  fuch  a  pattern  was  feme  excufe  for 
you  at  firll :  but  your  following  it  to  tliis  day,  and  fetting  o- 
thers  the  fame,  is  void  of  all  excufe.  And  what  do  you  mean 
to  do  in  the  cafe  ?  You  will  not  fay,  that  you  never  defign  to 
reform,  but  will  indulge  yourfelf  to  your  dying  hour,  in  what 
God  hath  forbidden  you.  And  if  not,  do  you  e±pe£l,  that 
what  cuftom  hath  made  hard  to  leave  off,  longer  cuilom  will 
make  eafy  ?  When  fliall  you  do  it,  if  not  now  ?  But,  very  pro- 
bably, you  have  one  thing  farther  to  plead  on  this  head ;  that 
ypu  fcarce  know  when  you  fwear.  And  fuppofing  this  truej 
what  doth  it  prove,  but  how  great  and  old  a  finner^  in  this 
way,  you  have  been  ?  Men  may  accuftom  themfelvcs  to  many 
faults,  and  thofe  very  grofs  ones,  till,  at  laft  they  commit  them 
without  refleding  upon  it  almoft  at  all.  But  do  you  think, 
they  may  fafely  commit  them  for  that  reafon  ;  or,  that  they 
ought  to  mind  better  what  thdy  do?  And  obferve,  a  habit  of 
fwearing  is  thelefs  ezcufable  on  this  account:  becaufe  there  is 
nothing  in  our  frame,  that  originally  tempts  us  to  it.  Other 
fins  are  deeply  rooted  in  the  conftitution  of  man  ;  have  much 
pleafure  and  profit,  at  leaft  great  appearances  of  it,  frequently 
attending  them :  profane  language  hath  neither.  Still,  we  are 
not  to  indulge  even  the  vices,  that  are  bom  with  us  :  but  much 
lefs  one,  to  which  nature  doth  not  prompt  us ;  and  which  there- 
fore we  may,  if  we  will,  very  eafily,  both  avoid  at  firft,  and 
lay  afide  afterwards.  A  little  attention  is  almoft  the  whole  we 
need  for  the  cure.:  and  furely  our  Maker  hath  a  right  to  this 
from  us.  The  greateft  fwearer  that  ever  was,  can  abftain  from 
oaths  in  the  prcfence  of  thofe,  before  whom  he  thinks  ihetti 
impraper  ;  and  can  expe<5,  that  his  inferiors  fhould  abftain  from 
them  in  his  prefence,  be  they  ever  fo  much  addifted  to  them. 
Why  then  is  not  the  pretence  of  God  to  be  equally  reveren- 
ced? And  what  impoflibility  is  there,  of  paying  as.  great  a  re^ 
gard  to  him,  as  we  do  to  one  another  ?  The  force  of  habit  there- 
fore, though  a  powerful  motive  to  bev/are  of  falling  into  this 
fin,  is  no  argument  at  all  for  continuing  in  it. 

There  is  yet  remaining  a  fixth,  and  the  laft  plea  I  fliall  men- 
tion, made  by  fome  for  tbemfelves,  that  they  do  not  fwear  com- 
monly \  fcarce  ever  indeed,  but  when  they  are  provoked,  and 
paiiijn  gets  the  better  of  them.     Now  this,  ;t  muft  be  owned, 

id 
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Is  at  ftrong  temptation,  and  therefore  they  hope  no  fmall  excufe. 
But  confider :  it  is  only  cuftom  which  hath  made  it  a  tempta- 
tion :  a  perfon,  who  had  not  learnt  to  fwear  at  fuch  times, 
would  never  think  of  it.  Befides,  is  every  one  to  be  excnfed 
for  doing  every  thing  that  his  paflions  tempt  him  to?  We  have 
many  other  paflions,  a^  well  as  anger,  that  tempt  us  to  do  ill. 
If  one  makes  a  fin  excufable,  why  not  another?  And  where 
fiiall  we  Hop  ?  But  even  as  to  this  paffion ;  fuppofe  a  murder- 
er fliould  pleads  that  he  never  killed  a  man  in  cold  blood,  but 
only  when  he  was  angry  ;  would  this  avail  him?  When  men 
are  moved  by  rcfentment,  are  they  to  give  it  full  fcope  ?  arc 
they  to  vent  it  in  every  way  they  pleafe  ?  efpecially  in  fuch 
ways,  as  muft  increafe  it  ?  For  were  you  defirous  to  excite 
rage  within  yourfelf  to  the  very  utmoft,  what  could  you  do 
more  effectual,  than  blow  up  the  flame  by  vehement  baths  and 
imprecations'?  You  find  therefore,  that  St.  yaffles^  writing  to 
perfons,  who  fuff^^red  under  very  provoking  ill  ufage,  givei 
them  particularly  this  caution  :  But  above  all  things^  my  hre^ 
threriy  fwear  not  *.  Undoubtedly,  being  furprifed  by  fudden 
warmth,  and  hurried  at  once  into  a  fin,  is  fome  mitigation  of 
it.  But  you  cannot  fay  you  are  furprifed  into  what  you  are 
conftantly  ready  to  pra6tife,  as  often  as  ^  any  incitement  to  it 
comes  in  your  way.  Inilead  therefore  of  feeking  excufes  for 
doing  wrong  in  this  matter  5  feek,  what  are  the  beft  means  10 
enable  you  to  do  right.  And  for  your  affiflance  in  it,  I  now 
proceed  to  the 

V.  Head  propofed :  which  was  to  give  fome  plain  direftions 
for  the  prevention  or  cure  of  this  great  fault. 

And,  in  the  firft  place,  to  avoid  fwearing  in  anger,  avoid 
being  in  anger :  keep  your  temper  even  and  compofed,  by  all 
the  confiderations,  that  reafon  and  religion  can  fuggeft.  Or,. if 
you  cannot  help  being  ruffled,  and  feel  that  improper  expref- 
fions  are  ftruggling  for  utterance,  oblige  yourfelf  to  filencej 
utter  nothing  at  all,  turn  afide,  and  quit  the  company  for  a 
while,  if  there  be  need  :  for  thus,  in  all  likelihood,  you  will 
efcape  more  fins  and  dangers  than  one.  But,  to  fecure  you. 
farther  at  all  times  :  Recoiled  frequently  what  you  have  heard 
and  read  and  been  convinced  of,  concerning  this  praftice ;  t^ 
knpicty,  the  mifchievournefs,  the  indecency,  the  coatcmptible- 
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nefs  of  it ;  with  the  uttQr  vanity  of  the  excufes  alledged  for  it. 
But  above  all,  poffefs  your  heart  with  a  ferious  regard  to  God  1 
*  think  of  him  often  and  reveiently  ;  and  you  will  foon  ceafe  to 
mention  him  irreverently.  Have  it  ready  upon  your  mind ; 
he,  that  hath  faid,  Thou  Jhalt  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord 
thy  God  in  vain^  hath  faid  alfo,  The  Lord  will  not  hold  him 
guilt lefs^  that  taketh  his  name  in  vain :  he  that  hath  faid, 
Swear  not  fit  all  *,  hath  faid  alfo,  If  thou  wilt  enter  into  life^ 
keep  the  'commandments  f .  Further  yet :  abftain  as  much  as 
poffible,  from  all  company,  that  will  fet  you  the  exam- 
ple of  profane  language :  aftd  be  affured,  that  keeping  your- 
felf  innocent  in  this  refpeft  will,  by  no  means  be  the  only  be- 
nefit you  will  receive  from  that  caution.  But  if  yoii  muft 
converfe  with  fuch,  be  doubly  on  your  guard  before  them  j 
and  if  they  attempt  to  ridicule  your  ili:i£l:nefs,  give  your  rea- 
forv^,  where  there  is  hope  of  doing  good  :  where  there  is  none, 
endeavour  to  turn  the  difcourfe,  and  hear  as  little  upon  the 
fubjeft,  as  you  can :  but  what  you  muft  hear,  bear  it  mildly, 
and  refolutely.  One  fliould  think,  it  might  fuffice  men  tc^dif- 
honour  God  themfelves,  without  driving  others,  by  fcojBTs  and 
railleries,  to  do  it  againft  their  will.  But  if  fuch  treatment 
doth  befall  you ;  remember  always,  what  your  Lord  and 
Mafter  hath  declared :  WJhofoever  fhall  he  afbamed  of  me  and 
of  my  words ^  in  this  adulterous  and  Jinful  generation  ;  of  him 
alfo  fhall  the  Son  of  man  he  afhamed^  when  he  cometh  in  the 
glory  of  his  Father  with  the  holy  angels  J.  But  whofoever 
fhall  confefs  me  before  men^  him  will  I  confefs  alfo  before  my 
Father^  which  is  in  heaven  1|.  -At;  the  fame  time,  endeavour  to 
Ihelter  yourfelf  under  the  protection,  and  good  counfel,  of  fome 
prudent  and  ferious  friend.  Surely  you  are  not  fa  unhappy  as 
to  have  none.  If  you  are,  it  is  high  time  you  made  one.  Let 
him  encourage,  and  watch  over  your  innocence  ;  let  him  re- 
monftrate  to  you,  if  you  become  guilty.  And  in  that  cafe, 
acknowledge  your  fenfe  of  the  fault  before  any  fit  perfons, 
that  hear  you  commit  it;  authorize  them  to  remind  you  of  it: 
thefe  things  will  tie  you  down  to  avoid  it.  Or,  if  more  be  need- 
ful, lay  a  penalty  upon  yourfelf  for  each  offence  :  do  fome  aft  of 
mortification,  or  of  charity,  to  fix  the  fenfe  of  your  tranfgreffion 
deeper  in  your  mind.  And  make  it  a  rule,  to  abilain,  not  on- 
VoL.  I.    ^  3D  If 
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Ij  from  the  more  ftiocking  oaths  and  imprecations,  but  from 
palliating  them  under  filly  difguifes  ;  or  ufing  others  in  their 
flead,  that  are  gentler :  for  befides  that  they  will  lead  you  to 
worfe,  they  are  bad  in  themfelves.  Our  Saviour  you  know 
exprefsly  forbids  fwearing  by  hea'ven^  by  the  earthy  by  any  of 
the  pretended  harmlefs  forms  :  and  gives  a  reafon  for  it,  whicli 
a  heathen  writer,  who  lived  after  him,  gives  too  ;  that  though 
none  of  them  named  God,  they  all  of  them  rcferried  to  him  *. 
They  can  have  no  other  fenfe  :  and  he  will  underftand  them 
in  this.  Indeed  expreffions,  which  taken  ftriftly  may  not  be 
oaths,  yet  if  they  bear  the  refemblance  of  oaths,  ought  to  be 
fliunned  as  appearances  of  evil  f  :  for  whoever  goes  as  near  as 
he  can,  towards  fin  ;  will  feldom  fail  of  making  one  ilep  far- 
ther,  and  falling  into  it.  Nay,  any  carelefs,  and  efpecially  lu- 
dicrous mention  of  God  in  difcourfe,  be  it  ever  fo  remote  from 
fwearing,  is  undeniably  taking  his  name  in  Kiatk  :  aiid  irreve- 
rent convcrfation  about  any  part  of  religion,  or  any  thing  con- 
ne6led  with  it,  always  brings  on  fome  degree  of  difregard  to  its 
ev^JDleffed  Author  and  Objed. 

When  once,  by  thefe  or  better  direftions,  you  have  reform- 
ed yourfelf ;  you  may  hope  for  fuccefs  in  the  farther  duty  of 
prefer ving  others  innocent:  which  till  then  you  will  attempt 
with  an  exceeding  ill  grace.  And  furely^  it  muft  be  a  morti- 
fying fituation,  that  men  dare  not  blame  their  very  children  for 
fwearing,  becaufe  the  reproof  would  fly  back  into  their  own 
faces.  It  is  reported  indeed,  that  there  are  parents,  who  can 
rejoice  in  their  children's  giving  this  early  proof  of  manli- 
nefs;  And  truly  they  had  need  rejoice  while  they  can.  For 
fuch  an  education  will  fopri  bring  forth  other  fruits,  belides 
this,  that  will  turn  their  mirth  into  heavinefs  enough.  And 
then  they  will  exclaim,  and  pretend  to  wonder,  that  the  poor 
wretches  come  out  to  be,  what  they  have  made  them.  Such, 
as  would  be  happy  in  their  child reji,  muft  lay  a  foundation  for 
ic<.early.  And  if  to  condudl  them  right,  it  be  neceffary  to  re- 
form the  teft  of  your  family,  and  yoi;irfelvcs  too,  it  is  only  a 
double  reafon  for  doing  fo,  infteadof  an  objedion  againft  it. 

But  indeed  moil,  if  not  all  men,  may  go,  at  leail  occaiionaIIy» 
piuch  farther  j  and  check  profane  language  in  other  places,  be- 

1  fides, 
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fides  their  own  homes.  A  mere  look  of  furprife^  difapproba^ 
tion,  or  forrow,  oil  hearing  it,  will  often  have  a  great  cfFcft. 
And  without  the  leaft  violation  of  good  manners,  but  treating 
thofe  with  much  regard,  who  are  pleafed  to  treat  God  with 
none,  various  methods  may  be  found  of  fometimes  plainly  de- 
claring, fometimes  obliquely  intimating,  the  manifold  wrong- 
nefs  of  fuch  exprelGGions.  There  is  indeed  one  thing,  that  would 
feem  to  be  ©f  this  kind,  and  hath  a  contrary  eff^ft  :  I  mean^ 
when  fwearers  are  chid  absolutely  in  jeft  ;  in  a  way  that  makes 
it  vifible,  they  are  not  in  the  leaft  worfe  thought  of  j  and  they 
perhaps  carry  on  the  jeft,  by  begging  pardon  of  the  company^ 
and  doing  the  fame  thing  again  thfc  next  minute ;  without  hav- 
ing it  once  brought  to  their  thoughts,  that  they  have  caufe  ei- 
ther to  beg  pardon  of  God,  or  be  aftiamed  of  themfelves.  Such 
a  farce  of  reproof  encourages,  inftead  of  difcountenancing,  the 
fin.  But  a  reaf  and  ferious  diflike,  fliewn  with  difcretion,  and 
requifite  mildnefs,  may  do  incredible  fervice,  to  young  offenders 
above  all.  And  therefore,  whoever  wiflies  well  to  his  acquain* 
tance^  and  friends,  to  religion  and  virtue ;  efpecially,  whoever 
hath  any  peculiar  ground  to  hope  he  may  have  weight ;  fliould 
confcientioufly  make  ufe  of  every  opportunity  for  promoting 
right  behaviour,  in  this  and  all  refpefis  :  knowing,  that  he^ 
ivbo  convert eth  ajinner  from  the  error  of  his  wajy  Jballfav^ 
<i  foul  from  death y   and  fhall  hide  a  multitude  ofjins  *4 
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2  Sam.  xii.  13. 

And  David  /aid  unto  Nathan^  I  have  Jinned  againft  the  Lord, 
And  Nathan  /aid  unto  David^  l^he  Lord  alfo  hath  put  away 
thy  Jin  :  thoujlmlt  not  die, 

TN  holy  fcrlpture,  not  only  the  great  and  good  aftions  of 
pious  perfons  are  'ivrittenfor  our  learning  *,  that  we  may 
admire,  and,  as  fur  as  we  are  concerned,  imitate  them  ;  but 
their  chief  tranfgreffions  alfo  are  recorded,  for  a  caution  to  be 
on  our  guard,  and  a  direction,  if,  like  them,  we  have  done  a- 
mifs,  like  them,  to  repeat  and  reform.  Amongft  all  the  ifl- 
flances  of  this  kind,  there  is  none  more  fruitful  of  inftnic- 
tion,  than  that  well-known  hiftorjr  of  David* s^  being  feduced 
from  a  religious  courfe  of  life  to  moft  dreadful  wickednefs,  and 
continuing  rcgardlefs  of  his  guilt,  till  the  prophet  Nathan  at 
length  having  awakened  him  to  a  fenfe  of  it,  by  a  home  appli- 
cation of  the  parallel  cafe  of  the  poor  man  and  the  ewe  lamb, 
brought  him  to  the  eonfeffion,  and  admlniftered  to  him  the 
comfort  expreffed  in  the  text. 

There  are  many  circumflances  in  this  narration,  which  maj 
and  ought  to  remind  us  of  truths,  in  which  we  are  too  neariy 
interelicd.  But  the  prlncipiJ  of  thetn  will  be  comprehended, 
if  we  learn  from  it  t}^, following  points  of  do£lrine. 

1.  That,  without  continual  caie,  the  heft  of  men  maybe  led 
into  the  worft  of  crime?. 

II.  That 
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II.  That  we  are  aU  very  apt  to  overlook  our  own  faults^  smd 
jret  to  be  extreoQely  quick-^iighted  and  fevere  in  relation  to  thole 
ol^thers. 

III.  That  as  foon  as  ever  we  are,  hj  any  means,  made  fen- 
fible  of  our  offences,  we  ihould  acknowledge  them  with  doc 
penitence. 

IV.  That  on  doing  this,  the  greateft  fins  wfll  be  forgiven  us. 
Yet, 

V.  That  fins,  even  after  they  are  forgiven,  frequently  produce 
fuch  lamentable  confequences,  that,  on  this  account,  axnongft 
others,  innocence  is  greatly  preferable  to  the  trueft  repentance* 

I.  That,  without  continual  care,  the  beft  of  men  may  be  led 
into  the  woril  of  crimes. 

David^  we  are  told  in  holy  writ,  vsas  a  man  after  GoePs 
own  heart  *  :  who  did  that  which  was  right  in  the  eyes  of  tht 
Lord^  and  turned  not  qfidefrom  any  thing  that  he  commanded 
him,  all  the  days  of  his  life,  fave  only  in  the  matter  of  Uriah 
the  Hittit^e  f.  Such  high  expreffions  are  never  to  be  interpre- 
ted of  any  mere  man  in  the  utmoft  rigour :  but  the  .  lowcft 
meaning  muft  be,  that  he  was  on  the  whole,  to  a  very  high  dc-  - 
gree,  innocent  of  known  deliberate  fin  \  and  exemplary  for  pi* 
ety  and  virtue  to  the  age  he  lived  in :  when  even  they,  who  in 
fom^  things  were  favoured  with  revelations  from  above,  were 
in  others,  being  left  to  their  own  reafon,  lefs  enlightened  than 
common  Chriftians  are  now,  and  thereford  entitled  Xo  a  more 
favourable  judgm^mt.  But  independently  on  this  confideration, 
David^s  eminence  in  goodnefs  appears  from  many  excellent  ac- 
tions, related  throughout  the  book  of  Samuel :  tind*  the  Pialms, 
written  by  him,  are  everlafting  inftances  of  his  fervent  devo- 
tions, his  reverent  efleem  of  God's  Ikw,  his  watchfulnefs  over 
his  own  fpirit.  Nay,  indeed,  there  is  one  inltance  in  whiqh 
he  appears  to  have  been  fcrupulous  even  to  an  extremity  of  * 
delicacy:  when  his  heart  /mote  him^  that  he  had  cut  off  the  Jlirt 
%f  SauVs  garment  t»  Suppofe,  now,  the  prophet  Nathan  had 
foretold  concerning  fuch  a  man  as  this,. that  in  a  little  time  he 
would  commit  the  capital  fin  of  adultery ;  and,  when  the 
fcheme  which  he  had  framed  to  hide  it  was  fruft rated,  would 
calmly  contrive  to  murder  by  treachery  the  man  whom  he  had 
injured,  intruft  others  with  his  purpofe,  execute  it  by  their 

»  means, 
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means,  and  triumphantly  take  his  wife  home  to  himfelf :  who 
could  polliblj  have  believed  the  prediction ;  or  haw  could  fltf- 
vid  have  received  the  moft  refpcdlful  warning  againfl:  fuch  c- 
normities,  but  with  contetnpt  or  indignation  ?  Yet  fo  it  was : 
even  this  good  man,  even  when  grown  old  in  religion,  was 
guiltj  of  deeds,  which  manj  habitual  (inners,  though  prompt- 
ed by  youthful  paflion,  a^d  unreflrained  by  the  fear  of  God, 
would  ft  ill  have  abhorred. 

And  if  this  was  the  cafe  of  David^  then  let  bim  that  thirtieth 
he  Jlandeth^  take  heed  lejl  he  fall  *.  Few,  it  may  be  doubted, 
have  the  fame  warmth  of  right  refolution  ;  but  all  have  the 
fame  deceitful  nature  :  and  therefore  we  muft  all  be  continu- 
ally  attentive  ;  or  we  know  not  into  what  abominations  we 
may  be  drawn.  Every  man  hath  within  him  the  principles 
of  every  bad  aftion  that  the  worft  man  ever  did.  And  though 
in  fome  they  are  languid,  and  feem  fcarce  alive  ;  yet,  if  foftcr- 
ed  by  indulgence,  they  will  foon  grow  to  incredible  ftrength : 
nay,  if  only  left  to  themfclves,  will,»in  feafons  favourable  to 
them,  fhoot  up,  and  over-run  the  heart,  with  fuch  furprifing 
quicknefs,  that  all  the  good  feed  fliall  be  choked  on  a  fudden 
by  tares,  which  we  never  imagined  had  been  within  us.  And 
what  increafes  the  danger  is,  that  each  of  us  hath  fome  wrong 
inclination  or  other,  it  is  well  if  not  feveral,  beyond  the  reft 
natural  to  us,  and  the  growth  of  the  foil.  Thefe,  therefore, 
we  muft  be  efpecialiy  diligent  to  keep  under,  and  weed  out 
the  leaft  fibres  of  them  that  we  can  perceive :  elfe  w^  fliall  find 
them  roots  of  bitternefsy  contlnxiaMy /^ringing  up  to  trouble  and 
defle  us  f .  Then,  befides  all  our  inward  weaknefies,  the  world 
about  us  is  thick  fet  round  with  fnares,  differently  formed : 
fame  provoking  us  to  immoderate  paflion,  or  envious  malig* 
nity ;  fome  alluring  us  with  forbidden  pleafures,  or  foftening 
us  into  fupinenefs  and  indolence,  or  overcharging  our  hearts 
with  the  cares  of  this  UfeXy  or  bribing  us  with  hopes  of  unlaw- 
ful gain  to  do  ill, ,  or  terrifying  us  with  a  profpect  of  fuffermgs 
for  doing  well.  Delufiye  fuggeftions,  indeed,  every  one  of 
them :  but  of  fpecious  appearance,  unkfs  we  examine  them 
thoroughly,  unlefs  we  look  beyond  them.  And  as  more  or 
fewer  of  thefe  temptations  are  almoft  conftantly,  and  often 
fuddenly,  attacking  us,   to. which  the  wicked  one  will  not  fail 
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to  faperadd  his  own  fecret  infinuations,  as  far  as  ever  he  is 
permitted ;  tlie  hazard  of  our  fituation  is  verj  evident,  and 
our  watchfulnefs  ought  furely  to  be  in  proportion  to  it. 

Not  that,  with  all  this,  we  have  the  leaft  caufe  to  ,be  dif- 
heartened,  tut  onlj  on  our  gunrd.  He  that  imagines  himfelf 
to  be  fafe,  never  is  fo  :  but  thej,  who  keep  in  their  minds  a 
fenfe  of  their  danger,  and  pray  for,  and  truft  in,  help  from 
God,  will  always  be  able  to  avoid  or  go  through  it.  Tempta- 
tion hath  no  power,  the  great  tempter  himfelf  hath,  no  power, 
but  that  of  ufing  perfuafioni  Forced  we  cannot  be,  fo  long  as 
we  are  true  to.  ourfelves.  Our  own  confent  mud  be  our  own 
giving  :  and  without  it,  the  reft  is  nothing*  For  then  only,  in 
eflFeft,  St.  yames  tells  us  *,  is  every  man  tempted^  when  he  is 
drawn  away  of  his  own  lujl  and  inticed.  That  we  are  liable 
to  fin,  therefore,  ought  to  be  no  difcouragement,  and  can  be  no , 
juftification  to  us  :  for,  by  the  affiftance  of  heaven,  though  not 
elfe,  we  may  efcape  it,  if  we  will :  and  that  affiftance  is  ex- 
prefsly  promifed  to  our  endeavours  and  our  prayers.  Rejifi 
the  devil,  and  he  will  fee  from  you  ••  draw  nigh  to  God^  and  he 
win  draw  nigh  to  you  f.  But  to  the  ftrifteft  vigilance  it  mufl: 
be  a  powerful  incitement,  to  confider,  how  often  we,  how  of* 
ten  perfons  much  better  than  we,  have,  merely  through  want 
of  vigilance,  been  guilty  of  fuch  tranfgreffions  as  could' never 
have  been  fufpefled.  But,  indeed,  when  once  we  allow  our- 
felves to  go  wrong,  we  can  neither  know  nor  guefs  how  far 
we  fhall  go. 

David  at  firft  violated  only  the  rules  of  decency,  w^hich  he 
might  eafily  have  obferved,  and  have  turned  away  his  eyes 
from  an  improper  objeft.  This,  which  doubtlefs  he  was  will- 
ing to  think  a  very  pardonable  gratification  of  nothing  worfe 
than  curio^ty,  carried  him  on  far  beyond  his  firft  intention,  to 
the  heinous  crime  of  adultery.  There,  undoubtedly,  he  de- 
figned  to  ftop,  and  keep  what  had  pafTed  fecret  from  all  the 
world.  But  virtue  hath  ground  to  ftand  upon;  vice  harh  not; 
and,  if  we  give  way  at  all,  the  tendency  downward  increafes 
every  moment.  Sometimes  the  treacherous  pleafantnefs  of  the 
path  invites  us  to  ftray  a  little  farther,  though  we  are  fenCble 
it  defcends  to  the  gates  of  hell.  Sometimes  the  confcioufnefs, 
fhat  wc  are  guilty  already,  tempts  us  to  fancy  it  imrnaterial 
«  hoiV 
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how  much  more  we  become  Co :  without  refle&ifig,  that  by 
ftverj  fin  which  we  add,  we  diminish  the  hope  of  retreat,  and 
augment  the  weight  of  our  condemnation.  Sometimes  agaia, 
as  in  the  cafe  before  us,  one  afl:  of  wickednefs  requires  ano- 
ther, or  manjr  more,  to  covor  it :  and  thej,  whom  no  fear  of 
God,  or  fliame  of  doing  evil,  could  awe  fufEciently,  have  yet 
fuch  a  prepofterous  fear  of  men,  and  Ihame  of  being  found  out, 
that,  to  avoid  a  difcovery,  they  will  commit  ftill  worfe  evil, 
and  then  be  difcovered  at  laft.  Thus  did  David*  After  he 
had  tried  in  vain  to  conceal  his  adultery  from  Uriah  by  an 
artifice,  which  the  gallant  foldier,  without  knowing  it,  difap- 
pointed  from  a  principle  of  honour ;  he  was  driven  to  the  moft 
horrible  of  all  wickednefs,  murder ;  and  a  murder  too,  accom- 
panied with  the.  heavieft  aggravations  :  deliberately  j)lanned, 
brought  about  by  treachery,  in  which  alfo  he  involved  the  ge- 
neral at  leaft,  if  not  many  others  of  the  army,  as  his  inftru- 
ments  :  and  made  the  poor  man  himfelf,  as  if  he  had  not  been 
injured. and  deceived  enough  before,  the  bearer  of  thofe  letten, 
which  doomed  him  to  die^  innocent  of  all  mifbehaviour,  of  all 
imputation  of  mifbehaviour,  and  valiantly  fighting  for  his  fo- 
vereign,  by  whom  lie  was  betrayed  and  afTaffinated. 

In  this  dreadful  manner  was  one,  who  had  been  till  then  of 
an  excellent  charafter,  hurried  on,  from  a  finglcj  and  feeming- 
ly  flight,  indulgence,  into  the  depth  of  the  grbfTeft  and  moft 
fhocking  villanies.  And  in  the  like  manner  may  any  one,  if 
he  is  not  upon  his  guard  againfl  the  deceitfulnejs  of  Jin  *,  be 
hurried  unawares  to  his  final  deflrudion.  That  fin,  indeed, 
with  which  David  began,  is  peculiarly  enfnaring  and  penii- 
cious.  The  lower  degrees  of  immodefly  lead  on  imperceptibly 
to  the  moft  unlawful  familiarities,  Thefe  entangle. perfons in 
a  variety  of  diiFiculties,  that  reduce  them  to  do  the  bafeft  and 
cruelcft  things  that  can  be.  And  particularly  as  unchaility 
induced  Daiiid  to  treachery  and  murder,  fq  there  hath  been 
in  all  times  more  treachery,  and  more  murder,  of  rivals,  of 
poor  innocent  children,  of  one  another,  of  themfelves,  occafion- 
ed  by  it,  than  perhaps  by  any  other  tranfgrefEon  whatever. 

Bat  all  others  have,  in  their  feveral  proportions,  the  tenden- 
cy of  finking  us  into  deeper  guilt.  LefTer  inflances  of  diflic- 
nefty  lead,  often  by  flow,  butufually  fure,  fleps,  to  the  more 
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eaormoas  and  capital  crimes  of  that  fort.  Leffer  inftances  of 
undue  parfimony  grow  iiifenfihly  into  the  meaneft  and  nioft 
fordid  avarice  :  leffer  inftances  of  greedinefs  of  gain,  into  the 
moil  hard-hearted  rapacioufnefs.  And  on  the  other  h-UKl,  lit- 
tle n^ligencea  in  their  affairs,  little  affcdatioiis  of  living  above 
their  ability,  little  pieces  of  expenlive  vanity  and  extravagance, 
are  the  diredl  road  to  thofe  confirmed  habits  of  careleffnefs  and 
prodigality,  by  which  people  foolifhly  and  wickedly  ruin  them- 
lelves  and  their  families,  and  too  commonly  others  befides  their 
own«  After  the  fame  manner,  flight  expreffions,  In  words  or 
behaviour,  of  contempt  or  ill-humour,  eafily  fwell  into  the 
fierceft  contention,  the  bittcreft  refentment,  the  moft  rancorous 
hatred.  A^d,  to  fpecify  no  mote  particulars,  mere  indolent 
omifljons  of  religious  duties,  public  or  private,  leave  our  fen- 
timents  of  piety  to  languifli  and  decay,  till  we  become  utterly 
UDxaindfuI  of  ou^  eternal  intereft  :  and,  it  may  be,  at  Lift,  pro- 
fane fcoffers  and  blafphemers  again  ft  God.  Always,  therefore, 
beware  of  fmall  fins.  Great  ones  carry  fomcthing  in  them,  ^ 
that  ftartles  and  alarms:  butthefe,  infinuating  themfelves  more  *  ^ 
gently,  gain  adaiittance  more  readily  ;  and  fo,  as  the  fon  cf 
Sirach  wifely  obferves.  He  that  cantemnetb  little  things^  Jhall 
fall  by  little  and  little  *.  - 

II.  The  next  point  to  be  obferved  from  this  part  of  fcrip-   • 
ture-hiftory  is,  that  men  are  very  apt  to  overlook  their  own 
mifdemeanors,  and  yet  to  be  extremely  q[uick-fighted  and  fe- 
vere  in  relation  to  thofe  of  others. 

The  fa6ls  which  David  had  committed  were  the  plaincft,  the  • 

moft  palpable,  the  moft  crying  fins,  that  could  be  :  Nothing, 
one  fliould  think,  to.  excufe  them  ;  nothing  to  difguife  them  • 
no  name  but  their  own  to  call  them  by  :  adultery,  falfehood, 
murder.  From  the  firft  to  the  laft  there  muft  have  intervened 
fonae  confiderable  fpace  of  time,  with  a  great  deal  of  thought 
upon  the  fubjeft :  yet  no  refledion  that  deterred  him  from  pro- 
fecuting  his  wicked  fchemes.  Even  after  the  murder,  many 
months  appear  to  have  paffed  before  Nathan  was  fent  to  bim : 
ftill  David  had  not  recoUefted  himfelf,  but  feemed  to  go  on  in 
perfect  tranquillity.  Nay,  which  is  more  aftonifiiing  than  the 
reft,  when  the  prophet  had  contrived  a  ftory  on  purpofe  to 

Vol.  I.  .       3  E  convift 

f  pec  J  us.  xix.  I. 


402  On  the  Deceitfulnefs  of  Sin.      Ser.  XXXV. 

coovia  him  of  his  guilt,  reprefenting  the  firft  part  of  it  fo  ex- 
a6lly,  that  nothing,  which  was  not  the  fame  under  different 
n?imes,  could  be  liker,  it  never  once  brought  it,  fo  far  as  ap- 
pears, to  his  memory.  Yet  all  this  while  he  had  not,  in  the 
ieaft  degree,  loft  the  fenfe  of  what  was  right  and  wrong  in  ge- 
neral. So  far  from  it,  that  he  was  moved  with  the  moft  ve- 
hement abhorrence  of  the  rich  man's  barbarous  injuftice  and 
oppreffion,  in  taking  awaj  his  poor  neighbour's  lamb  from  A 
him,  when  he  had  plenty  of  his  own.  And  David's  anger  ^ 
was  greatly  kindled  againjl  the  man  :  and  he  /aid  to  Nathan, 
uis  the  Lord  Irueih,  the  man^  thtit  hath  done  this  things  Jhall 
fttrely  die  :  and  he  Jhall  rejlore  the  lamb  fourfold^  hecaufe  he 
did  this  things  and  hecaufe  he  had  no  pity.  And  Nathan  Jcii 
to  David,  TIjou  art  the  man. 

How  furpriGn^  a  blow  mull  this  be^  la  the  mjdft  of  his 
wrath,  when,  forgetful  of  his  own  iniquity,  he  had  not  only 
adjudged  a  perfon,  much  lefs  culpable,  to  pay  the  legal  penalty 
of  a  quadruple  reftitution,  but,  from  exceffive  deteftatioii  of  his 
crime,  indeed  a  hateful  one,  had  even,  contrary  to  law,  pro- 
nounced fentence  of  death  upon  him  ;  then  to  be  told,  7iq» 
art  the  man  I  Let  us  often  think  of  this  cafe  :  and  as  often  re- 
member, that,  with  equal  tru]th,  though  God  forbi^  it  fliould 
be  in  an  equal  meafure,  the  fame  thing  holds  concerning  every 
one  of  us.  We  all  know  our  duty,  or  cafily  may  :  we  are  all 
abundantly  ready  at  feeing  and  cenfuring^  what  others  do  a- 
mifs  :  and  yet  we  all  continue,  more  or  lefs,  to  do  amifs  our- 
ielves,  without  regarding  it.  The  main  precepts  of  life,  fuch 
as  we  are  inoil'  apt  to  fail  in,  are  partly  obvious  to  reafon, 
partly  taught  with  Sufficient  clearnefs '  by  revelation.  And 
though,  for  vv^ant  of  cultivating  their  own  underftandings,  or 
hearkening  to  God's  word,  fome  wicked  aftions,  plaufibly  dif- 
guifed,  may  be  efteemed,  by  too  i^nany,  allowable,  or  even  lau- 
dable s  yet  the  mafk  is  not  hard  to  pull  off;  and  the  more  hei- 
nous fort,  indeed  the  higher  degrees  of  all,  have  a  deformity 
almoft  incapable  of  being  hidden.  Let  all  the  fophiftry  in  the 
world  recommend,,  .let  all  the  powers  upon  earth  "enjoin,  irre- 
ligion,  cruelty,  fraud,  promifcuous  lewdnefs :  it  will,  notwith- 
ftanding,  be  altogether  impoffible,  either  to  make  the  praflice 
of  them  tolerable  yd  fociety,  or  to  change  in  all  the  inward  ab- 
horrence of  them,  which  mankind  in  general  are  led  by  naP.re 
'  '""■■'■•    -  to 
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to  entertain.     It  is  true,  where  iniquity  of  any  kind  is  once 
publicly  praftifed  and  allowed,  human  minds    are  apt  to .  be 
ftrangely  blinded  in  relation  to  it,  efpecially  if  they  have  no 
revelation  from  above  to  dired  them.     And  even  though  the 
bulk  of  a.  nation  be  more  enlightened  and  more  virtuous,  yet, 
in  fome  perfons,  on  fome  occaiions,  natural  fentiments  may  be 
weakened  or  depraved,  by  early  wrong  notions   and  immoral 
habits ;  as  in  others  common  underftanding  is  impaired,  or  loft, 
by  bodily  diforders.    It  may  alfo  in  caft:S  of  intricacy  be  doubt- 
ed, whether  fuch  an  adion  deferves  fuch  a  name  ;  while  yet, 
if  it  doth,  it  is  allowed  to  be  bad.     But  flill  the  tnajority  even 
of  Heathens,  and  furely  then  of  Chriftians,  do  or  may,  for  the 
moil  part,  as  clearly  difcern  what  is  blameable  and  commend- 
able^  as  what  is  crooked  and  ftreight.     Let  this  be  tried  in  a 
tranfaclion  of  any  diftant  age  or  country,  or  in  a  feigned  piece 
of  hiftory,  fuch.  as  the  prophet  invented  for  Ikivid ;  and,  unlefs 
they  fufpe^l  it  to  be  defigned  as  a  parallel  for  themfelves,  they 
will  very.feldom  fail,  if  they  confider  at  all,  of  pafling  a  righ- 
teous fentence.     Let  it  be  tried  in  the  condud  of  an  acquaint- 
ance or  contemporary  ;  the  principal  danger  will  be,  of  a  fen- 
tence too  rigorous.     For  if  the  fin,  brought  hi  queflion  before 
us,  be  one  to  which  we  have  no  inclination,  we  (hall  be  fure 
to  cenfure  it  without  the  lead  mercy.     And  though  it  be  one 
of  which  we  have  been  guilty,  provided  our  guilt  be  unknown 
or  forgotten,  we  can  ufually  declare  againft  it  as  harflily  as  thfe 
mofl:  innocent  perfon  alive.     Or  how  moderate  foever  the  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  our  own  paft  behaviour  might  othcrwife  difpofe 
us  to  be  :  yet  if  once  wc  come  to  be  fufferers  ourfelves  by  the 
fame  kind  of  fins,  which  we  have  formerly  indulged,  and  per- 
haps often  made  others  fufFer  by  them,  then  we  can  be  immo-* 
derately  loud  in  our  complaints  of  what  formerly  we  fancied^ 
or  pretended,  had  little  or  no  hurt  in  it.     Nay,  without  any 
fuch  provocation,  few  things  are  commoner,  than  to  hear  peo- 
ple condemn  their  own  faults   in   thofe  around  them  :    and, 
fomctimes  poffibly  to  blind  the  world,  but  very  frequently  be- 
.caufe  they  are  blind  to  thertifclves,  vehemently  exclaiming  a- 
gainft  vices,  to  which,  if  all  that  know  .them  .are  not  ftrangely 
miftaken,   they  are  mbft   notorioufly  addiflied.     Not  uncom- 
monly, indeed,  this  is  the  true  reafon  of  fuch  invcdlives.     One 
man's  pride  or  felfiflinefs  ftands  in  the  way  of  another,  juft  as 
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proud,  or  as  felfifli :  and  he  hath  no  patience  to  fee  any  oire 
clfe  do  what  he  wants  to  do  without  control!. 

Now  thefe  inftances  prove  we  are  convinced,  that  all  forts 
of  fins  are  wrong  :  only  we  err  in  the  application  of  our  con- 
vidlion.  No  one's  failings  efcape  us,  but  our  own  :  and  of 
them  the  moft  glaring  efcape  us.  Self-love  perfuades  us  to 
think  favourably  of  our  conduft  in  general :  a  fecret  fufpicion, 
which  we  labour  to  ftlfle,  reftrains  us  from  examining  much 
into  particulars  :  what  we  are  ftrongly  difpofed  to  do,  we  think 
we  muft,  for  the  fake  of  inward  peace,  endeavour  to  believe 
harmlefs  or  excufable  :  this  puts  us  on  feeking  out  for  real  or 
imaginary  dilF.  rences  of  circumftances,  which,  we  flatter  our- 
felves,  make  that  either  innocent,  or  nearly  fo,  in  us,  which 
in  others  ought  not  to  be  borne.  Then,  in  fome  things,  the 
bounds  between  lawful  and  unlawful  are  hard  to  .be  cxaftlj 
.determined.     Now  unfair  minds  lay  hold  on  thefe  difficulties 

■  with  inexprefilble  eagernefs  :  and  chufing,  not,  as  they  fliould, 
the  fafcr  fide,  but  that  to  which  the  bias  within  attracts  them, 
proceed,  under  the  cover  of  fuch  doubts,  to  the  moft  undoubt- 
td,  wickcdnefs  :  as  if,  becaufe  it  is'not  eafy  to  fay  precifely,  at 
what  moment  of  the  evening  light  ends  and  darknefs  begins, 
therefore  midnight  could  not  be  diftinguifhed  from  noon-day. 
Thusy  becaufe  it  cannot  be  afcertained,  juft  how  much  everj 
one  ought  to  give  in  charity,  too  many  will  give  nothing,  or 
next  to  nothing.  Becaufe  the  price  of  labour,  and  of  the  com- 
modities produced  by  it,  have  no  abfolute  ftandard  j  thty  will 
to  the  utinoll  opprefs  the  poor  in  their  wages,  or  the  valuation 
of  what  they  bring  to  fell  j   and  neverthelefs  make  the  moft 

^unconfcionable  demands  on  thofe  who  come  to  buy  of  them. 
Becaufe  no  one  can  fettle  to  a  nicety y  what  fobriety  and  tem- 
perance permit^  and  no  more  :  therefore  men  vfiW  feed  them" 
f elves  rjoithout  fear  *,  and  tarry  long  at  the  wine  f,  make  their 
belly  their  GoJ^  and  gl cry  in  their  fbavif  f,  Becaufe  it  cannot 
be  exaclly  decided,  how  much  time  is  the  moft  that  we  may 
allowably  fpend  in  recreation  and  amufement :  therefore  mul- 
titudes will  confume  almoft  the  whole  of  their  days  in  trifling 
^nd  Icviry  and  folly,  inftead  of  applying  to  the  proper  bufinefs 

of 
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of  life,  in  order  to  gwe  their  accouni  with  Joy  h  hinff  whoJbaB 
judge  the  quick  and  the  dead  *. 

Thefe  and  the  like  things  thej  will,  feme  of  them,  defend 
and  palliate  with  wonderful  acutenefd  ;  defigned  partlj  to  cx- 
cufe  them  to  others,  but  chief! j  to  deceive  and  pacify  them- 
felves.  Not  that  they  ever  attain  either  of  thcfe  ends.  For 
their  neighbours,  after  all,  juft  as  plainly  perceive  thcrr  faults, 
as  they  perceive  thofe  of  their  neighbours.  And  it  is  but  a 
half  deceit  that  they  {)ut  upon  their  own  fouls.  Every  now 
and  then  they  fee  through  it,  whether  they  will  or  will  not ; 
fee  a  very  threatening  profpeS  before  them :  and,  though  they 
^Q  fliut  their  eyes,  and  flnmber  again,  and  tell  themfelves  aH 
is  peace  ;  yet  this  dream  of  fecurity  is  but  a  very  difturbcd 
one  :  Nothing  like  the  clear  and  joyful  perception,  that  he 
hath,  whofe  confcience  is  thoroughly  awake,  and  affiires  him 
of  his  own  innocence,  or  true  repentance,  and  intcreft  in  the 
pardon  which  his  Redeemer  hath  purchafed.  But  in  however 
Jlrong  delufion  f  God  may  permit  them  to  remain  at  prefent ; 
how  can  they  be  fure,  but  ere  long  remorfe  may  fcize  them, 
an  adverfary  expofe  them,  a  friend  rebuke  him  :  one  way  or 
other,  the  cafe  of  Da^vid^  who  doubtlefs  thought  he  was  ex- 
ceedingly fafe,  become  theirs  ;  and  fome  voice  proclaim  aloud 
to  them,  what  they  are  afraid  of  whifpering  to  themfelves, 
^Ou  art  the  man  !  Though  indeed,  could  we  eiFedually  im- 
pofe  on  all  the  world,  and  our  own  minds  too  ;  could  this  im- 
pofition  laft  to  our  life's  end,  and  not  variifh  at  the  approach 
of  death,  which  commonly  reprefents  to  the  guilty  th^ir  pafl 
conduft  in  a  very  new  and  tremendous  light ;  what  could  we 
get  by  it,  but  more  certain  and  exquilite  mifery  ? 

Therefore  one  of  the  happieft  things  imaginable  is,  being 
ihade  fenfible  of  our  fins  in  time  :  and  the  firfl  llvjp  to  that  is, 
reflefting  how  liable  we  are,  both  to  commit  them  and  to  over- 
look them.  If  fuch  a  one  as  David  could  fall  into  fuch  tranf- 
greffions  as  he  did,  and  continue  in  them  fo  long,  and  fotget 
them  fo  intirely  :  into  how  many  grofs  ones,  into  how  many 
;rtiore  fpecioufly  coloured  over,  may  we  have  fallen  in  tho 
courfe  of  our  lives,  negligent  as  we  are  ?  And  how  poflible  is 
it,  unlefs  we  have  faithfully  ftrarched  our  hearts,  that  we  rfay 

b& 
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be  thoughtlefslj  going  on  to  a  future  ftate,  and  fome  of  us 
near  it,  under  heavy  loads  of  complicated  guilt  ?  Surely  felf- 
infpe^ion  then  is  abfolutel j  neceflarj :  and  if  we  fet  about  the 
work  honeftly,  it  is  bj  no  means  difficult.  What  paffes  with- 
in our  breads  is  not  far  from  us  :  what  hath  pafled  there  for- 
merly may,  in  general,  be  recolleaed :  and  what  we  are  ufu- 
ally  forced  to  take  much  pains  to  hide  from  ourfelves,  we 
may,  if  we  will,  foon  lay  open.  Let  us  each,  therefore,  con- 
fider  ferioufly,  as  perfons  whofe  intereft  lies  in  difcovering, 
not  concealing  :  Is  there  no  way  of  wickednefs  in  me  *,  no  blot 
upon  my  condufl:  and  character  ?  No  failing  that  I  fliould  re- 
proach my  neighbour  for ;  none  that  my  enemy  or  ill-wifher, 
at  lead  if  he  knew  all,  a^  I  do,  and  God  doth,  could  reproach 
me  for  ?  Are  there  not,  indeed,  feveral  things  of/ this  kind, 
and  how  many,  and  what  are  they  ?  For  it  is  my  concern  to 
know  them  all ;  and  to  think  what  the  end  of  all  will  be. 
Such  an  inquiry  as  this  would  call  oflf  our  attention  from  the 
too  pleafing  employment  of  judging  thofe  around  us,  to  a  more 
important  trial  within.  We  fliould  fee,  that  if  they  have  faults, 
fo  have  we  like  wife  great  ones,  though  it  may  be  of  different 
kinds  :  and  which  are  worfe  upon  the  whole,  is  for  God  alone 
to  determine.  Our  coinmon  guilt  acquits  neither  before  him, 
excufes  neither  for  the  mutual  injuries  they  do,  authorizes 
neither  to  difregard  the  cenfure  of  the  world  :  but  this  effect 
the  fenfe,  how  blameworthy  we  all  are,  ihould  certainly  have ; 
it  fliould  refl:rain  even  the  beft  of  us  from  reproving  with 
haughtinefs,  and  puniflimg  wi^h  feverity  :  it  fliould  incline  the 
more  obnoxious  to  be  Angularly  gentle  and  mild  in  relation  to 
offenders  :  and  it  fliould  inflruft  us  every  one  to  think  and  ad 
with  great  charity  towarcjs  others,  and  employ  our  zeal  chief- 
ly, where  tjiere  will  fcldom  be  danger  of  excefs,  in  correfting 
and  reforming  ourfelves.  But  this  would  bring  me  to  the 
third  head  :  to  which  I  muft  not  proceed  at  prefent :  and  fliall 
therefore  conclude  with  begging  you  to  obferve,  concerning 
what  you  have  heard  already,  that  you  will  never  become  ei- 
ther duly  fenfible  of  your  finful  difpofitions  and  aftual  tranf- 
greflions,  or  able  to  amend  what  you  do  find  of  them,  unlefs 
you  are  firft  excited, >  and  then    aflifted,   by  the  grace  of  our 
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bieffed  Saviour,  wtbout  whom  we  can  do  nothing  *.  /There- 
fore, whenever  duties  of  any  kind  are  preffed  upon  you,  al- 
ways remember,  whether  you  are  told  it  or  not,  that  you  mull 
pray  as  well  as  endeavour :  pray  in  his  name,  and  through 
faith  in  his  blood  f ,  who  of  God  is  made  unto  us '  wifdom, 
and  righteoufnefsy  and  fanBiJication^  and  redemption  X  -  fully 
affured,  that,  weak  as  we  are  in  ourfelves,  we  can  do  all 
things  through  Cbrifi^  which  Jlrengthenetb  us  ^  i  to  whom 
jtjierefore,  \Sc^ 
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And  Da-Did  /aid  unto  Nathan,  I  havt  finned  againjl  the  Lord, 
And  Nathan /aid  unto  David,  iThe  Lord  alfo  hath  put  away 
thy  fin  :  thoujhalt  not  die, 

■pROM  that  portioa  of  fcripture,  in  which  thefe  words  arc 
contained,  I  lately  recommended  to  your  ferious  notice  the 
following  points  of  doftrine. 

I.  That,  without  continual  care,  the  bell  of  men  may  be  led 
into  the  word  of  crimes. 

II.  That  we  are  all  very  apt  to  overlook  our  own  faults, 
and  yet  to  be  extremely  quickfighted  and  fevcre  in  relation  to 
thofe  of  others. 

III.  That  as  foon  as  ever  we  are,  by  any  means,  made  fen- 
fible  of  our  offences,  we  fliould  acknowledge  them  with  due 
penitence.  , 

IV.  That,  on  doing  this,  the  greateft  fins  will  be  forgiven 
us.     Yet, 

V.  That  fins,  even  after  they  are  forgiven,  produce  fre- 
quently fuch  lamentable  confequences,  that  on  this  account, 
amongll  others,  innocence  is  greatly  prjeferable  to  the  trueft 
repentance. 

Oh  the  two  firft  of  thefe  I  have  already  dilcourfed  :  and  pro- 
ceed now  to  the 

III.  Thart:  as  foon  as  we  are,  by  any  means,  made  fenfiblc 
of  our  OiTences,  we  ought  to  acknowledge  them  with  due  pe- 
nitence. 

pavid^ 
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DavUf  It  feems,  till  the  prophet  came  to  put  him  ou  confi- 
tjering  his  ways,  had  not  done  it  to  anj  good  purpofe,  ever 
fince  the  adultery  and  murder  whidh  he  had  committed  :  tho' 
a  very  little  thought  had  been  fufficient,  and  it  is  amazing,  that 
he  could  avoid  thinking  enough,  to  Ihew  him  his  guilt.  Had 
he  continued  infenfible  of  it,  not  all  his  paft  piety  could  have 
preferved  him  from  future  damnation.  For  the  threatening 
which  God  commanded  the  prophet  E^iekiel  to  pronounce,  ever 
hath  been,  and  will  be,  without  exceptien,  the  rule  of  his  pro- 
ceeding. Son  ofman^fay  unto  the  children  of  thy  people^  When 
I  fay  to  the  righteous^  that  he  Jtjall  furety  live  :  if  he  trufi  to 
his  own  right eoufnefsy  and  commit  iniquity^  all  his  righteoufneff 
fhall  not  he  remembered  *.  In  his  trefpafs  that  he  hath  tref 
paffed,  and  in  his  fin  that  he  hath  finned,  in  themjhall  he  die  t« 
But,  though  it  was  not  confident  with  infinite  juftice,  holinefe 
'and  wifdom,  to  accept  David,  whilft  in  this  condition  :  yet  it 
was  perfedly  fuitable  to  infinite  goodnefs  to  awaken  him  out 
of  it.  Accordingly,  Nathan  w^s  fent  to  him  ^  with  a  divine 
commiiEon  for  that  purpofe :  who  having  firil  endeavoured,* 
without  fuccefs,  to  execute  it  in  a  gentjer  and  more  refpeftful 
way,  that  of  infinuating  admonitioji,  applied  his  parable  at  laft 
in  the  plaineft  words ;  nor  was  content  with  telling  him  direft- 
ly,  7%ou  art  the,  man,  but,  undoubtedly  finding  it  requifitc^ 
followed  even  this  home-charge  yet  farther,  by  laying  the  par^ 
ticulars  of  his  guilt,  with  its  heavy  aggravations,  before  his 
'eyes. 

And  here  David's  example  begins  to  be  as  ufeful  for  our 
imitation,  as  it  had  been  before  for  our  warning.  Struck  %o 
the  very  heart  with  the  fenfe  of  fo  many  and  heinous  iniqui- 
ties, crowding  in  at  once  upon  his  miod  ;  dnd  abhorring  him- 
felf  for  being  able,  firft  to  commit,  and  then  to  overlook  them  5 
he  cries  out,  I  have  finned  againfi  the  Lord,  Few  words,  in- 
deed, but  greatly  expreffive  j  and  the  more  for  being  f&w.  A- 
ftonifliment^  confufion,  terror,  might  well  flop  the  utterance  of 
more  for  the  prefent,  and  for  no  fmall  time.  Afterwards  his 
forrov/  obtained  the  relief  of  free  vent :  and  his  penitent  Pfalms, 
efpecially  the  fifty-firft,  compofed,  as  the  title  informs  us,  on 
this  very  occafion,  exprefs,  mofl  pathetically,  the  depth  of  his 
humiliation,  and  the  earneftnefs  of  his  intreaties  for  pardon^ 

Vol.  I.  3  ^  ^^'^^ 
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even  after  he  had  been  aflured  of  it :  for  ftill  the  confcioufnefs, 
that  he  was  unworthy  to  receive  it,  would  prompt  him  to  bej 
it  continually*  Have  mercy  upon  me^  0  Gody  according  to  thy 
loving'kindnefs  :  according  to  the  multitude  of  thy  tender  mer^ 
cics  blot  out  7ny  tranfgreJ]ions.  Wa/h  me  thoroughly  from  mine 
iniquity  :  and  cleanfe  me  from  mj  fin.  For  I  acknowledge  my 
tranfgrejjtons :  and  my  fn  is  ever  before  me.  Againfl  thee^  thee 
oniy^  have  Ifinnedy  and  done  this  evil  in  thy  Jight  *.  As  if  he 
had  faid,  great  as  my  crime  is  againll  my  fellow- creatures,  it 
is  nothing,  compared  with  that  againfl  my  Creator.  Howjever 
fecure  I  .may  be  againfl  their  refentment,  it  yields  me  no  com- 
fort, while  I  continue  an  obje6l  of  his  wrath.  You  may  read 
over  the  reft  in  private  :  the  fame  fpirit  breathes^  from  the  be-  - 
ginning  to  the  end.  Now,  the  king  might  eafily  have  given 
the  prophet  a  very  different  reception  :  have  denied  the  fad, 
driven  him  from  his  prefcnce,  confined  him  as  a  madman,  pu^ 
niflied  him  as  a  falfe  accufer ;  or  might  have  broke  off  the  dif- 
eourfe  as  fooa  as  it  grew  painful,  pleaded  urgent  affairs,  and 
told  him,  as  Felix  did  Faul,  even  when  he  trembled  under  his 
preaching,  Go  thy  way  for  this  time :  vshen  I  have  a  convenient 
feafon^  I  will  call  for  thee  \. :  a  feafon  which  he  determined 
fh'ould  never  come.  Nay,  truly,  according  to  modern  modes 
of  thinking,  he  might  have  frankly  owned  the  whole  ;  treated 
the  adultery  as  a  trifle,  efpecially  in  a  perfon  of  any  rank ;  and 
perhaps  the  murder  too,  as  an  undefircable  confequence  indeed, 
but  an  unavoidable  one,  of  Uriahs  abfurd  behaviour.  For  fifl- 
ners  have  numberlefs  arts  to  fence  againfl  the  reproaches  of 
ethers,  and  to  pacify  themfelves.  But  David  had  now  too  af- 
fefting  a  convi6lion  of  the  horrors  of  the  ftate  in  which  he  had 
lived  fo  long,  once  to  think  of  adding  to  it  fiefh  offences :  and 
therefore,  without  the  leafl  anger  at  the  prophet,  without  thd 
leafl  excufe  for  his  own  condudl,  witliout  the  leafl  delay,  he 
humbly  confefies,  /  have  Jinned  againfl  the  Lord, 

Let  all  of  thus  then,  who  like  David  have  finned,  in  vphat- 
ever  inflance  it  be,  greater  or  lefs,  repent  like  David  too :  and, 
inflead  of  perverfcly  defending  ourfelves  by  the  bad  part  of  his 
example,  refolve  immediately  to  reform  ourfelves  according  to 
the  good.  Better  were  it  alfo,  that  our  amendment  fhould  be 
accomplilhed  by  our  own  private  refltftious  on  what  we  have 

done 
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•done  amifs  :  for  this  would  manifcft  a  greater  fenfiblllty  of 
-heart,  and  ftrength  of  good  purpofe,  t4ian  if  foreign  aid  appear 
to  be  wanting.  But  the  cafe  before  lii  plai:ily  fliews,  that  we 
"have  fometimes  abfoluGe  need  of  other  monitors  befides-  that 
within.  For  if  a  man,  of  fo  much  pietj  and  difcernment  as 
David  had,  was  fo  long  withont  thinking,  and  perhaps,  left  to 
-himfelf,  would  never  liave  thought  eflT^dluaUj,  of  fuch  flagrant 
crimes  as  his  were  :  how  highly  nee ^ITary  is  fome  remembran-i 
-cer  to  the  generality  of  perCons,  who  are  fo  defirous  to  impofe 
upon  themfelves,  and  in  the  ^nany  points  of  condu61,  where 
that  worfe  kind  of  d  .rlulion  is  fo  enlily  praclited  ?  As  therefore 
God  appointed  his  prophets  formerly  by  occaiionjtl  and  extra- 
ordinary commiffions,  he  hath  now  given  the  miniflers  of  his 
word  a  {landing  and  conftant  one,  to  JJ^ew  his  people  their  tranf- 
grejjion^  and  the  houfe  of  Jacob  iheir  Jins  *.  We  have  not, 
as  they  had  often,  the  cafes  of  fing'e  perfons  revealed  to  us, 
and  given  us  in  charge  :  nor  need  we  now,  when  the  returns 
of  public  inftrudiion  and  exhortation,  comprehending  all  cafes, 
^re  fo  frequent.  We  are  not  fent  to  this  or  that  finner  by 
name :  and  it  is  but  feldom  that  we  dare  trufl  ourfelves  to  un- 
dertake voluntarily  a  matter  of  fuch*  delicacy,  as  feparate  re- 
proof or  examination  ;  where  falfe  reports  and  opinions,  preju- 
dices and  paffions,  may  fo  probably  occafion  us  to  miftake,  or 
be  miftaken  ;  and  -circumftances  without  number  mny  produce 
harm  from  our  attempt,  inftead  of  good.  From  this  place,  there- 
fore, we  dire<Sl:  our  warnings  to  you  all  in  genera! :  and  deceive 
not  yourfelves,  and  injure  not  us,  by  fufpefting  us  at  any  time 
of  fuch  wickeincfs  and  folly,  as  to  tliink  of  pointing  from 
hence  at  any  ooe  in  particulur.  We  leave  it  intirely  to  your 
own  confciences  to  tell  each  of  you  in  your  turn,  when  your 
own  guilt  is  touched,  Thou  art  the  man.  We  hope  they  tell 
you  fo  faithfully,  when  wfc;  little  imagine  there  is  need  of  it: 
and  the  intent  of  the  minif^ry  ccmmitti.d  to  us  is  that  they 
fliould.  For  the  word  of  God^  intruded  with  us,  unworthy  as 
we  are,  is  quick  and  powerful^  andjharper  than  any  two-edged 
fjoord,  piercing  even  to  the  dividing  a/under  of  foul  and  fpirit^ 
and  of  the  jwits  and  marrow  ^  and  is  a  difcerner  of  the  thoughts 
and  intents  of  the  heart  j-.  It  is  to  him  you  lie  open,  and  not 
to  us,  when  you  hear  your  bofomfins  defcrlbed.     It  is  from 

3  F  a  knowing^ 
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knowing,  chiefly  by  the  ftudy  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  what 
mankind  are,  that  we  fpeak,  not  from  information  what  fuch 
or  fuch  a  man  is,  when  you  fancy  we  hint  at  the  failings  of 
your  neighbours.     Ufe  not  therefore  the  preaching  of  the  gof- 
pel,  either  for  a  matter  of  reproach  to  them,  or  of  accufatioa 
againfl  us  :  but  folely  in  fubfervience  to  its  important  defign, 
the  reformation  of  yourfelves.     Whenever  the  pidnre  of  de- 
formity, which  we  draw,  is  not  your  own,  thank  God  for  it, 
and  forbear  to  confider  whom  it  may  refemble.     Whenever  it 
is  your  own,  in  whole  or  in  part,  which  the  witnefs  within 
your  breads  will,  if  permitted,  and  perhaps  though  forbidden, 
plainly  fignify  to  you  ;  embrace  the  conviftion  meekly  and 
fincerely  :   ftand  not  againfl:  it,  fly  not  from  it ;  but  fe arch  the 
wound  to  the. bottom,  and  let  repentance  have  its  perfeB  work*. 
Indeed,  let  the  perfon,  that  makes  you  known  ,to  yourfelves, 
be  ever  fo  lihle  authorifed  to  do  it,  fl.ill  you  are  indifpenfably 
concerned  to  take  notice  of  it.*    If  he  profefs  himfelf  a  friend, 
he  hath  given  you  the  trueft  and  boldefl  proof  of  his  friendfliip 
that  can  be.  .  If  he  be  a  mere  acquaintance  or  a  ftf  anger,  but 
appear  to  admonifh  you  with  good  intention,  you  ought  to  e- 
lleem  hinix  for  it  as  long  as  you  live.    And  were  you  to  believe 
him  ever  fo  much  your  enemy,  never  let  that  provoke  you  to 
become  your  own  :   think  only,  if  he  fpeaks  truth,  and  fubmit 
to  it  j  amend,  and  difappoint  him.     Strive  not  to  make  your- 
felves eafy  in  what  you  feel  is  wrong,  but  quit  it.     Strive  not 
to  colour  over  and  palliate  matters  :  for  this  is  deceiving  no 
one  but  your  own  fouls.     If  you  are  hitherto  undifbovercd  by 
the  world,  leaving  off  is  by  far  the  likeliefl:  way  to  be  fecure : 
if  others  know  your  faults,  all  you  have  remaining  is  to  let 
them  know  your  penitence  too.     On  this,  whoever  hath  any 
fenfe,  either  of  religion  or  humanity,  will  treat  you  tenderly. 
But  whatever  fliame  may   attend  acknowledging   errors  and 
changing  wrong  courfes',  it  is  only  part  of  what  they  have  de- 
ferved  ;  and  we  had  much  better  be  afhamed  in  this  life  than 
the  next.     Sooner  or  later,  every  finner  muft:  repent :  and  the 
fingle  queftion  is,  whether   it  fhall  be  hereaftjer,  when  gritf 
will  ferve  only  for  an  ingredient  in  our  mifery ;  or  now,  while 
it  may  intirely  prevent  the  danger,   and  be  followed  immedi- 
lit^ly  by  comfort  and  joy.     Surely  this  cafe  is  much  too  clear 

*  to. 
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to  admit  of  doubt.  And  therefore  let  us  all  zealoufly  purfue 
the  advice  given  to  Job :  If  iniquity  be  in  thine  handy  put  it 
far  avoay^  and  let. not  wickednefs  dwell  in  thy  tabernacle.  For 
thenfhalt  thou  lift  up  thy  face  'iLithout  fpot :  yea,  thou  fhalt  be 
fledfafl^  andjhalt  not  fear  *.  No  fooner  had  David  faid,  with 
due  contrition  of  heart,  /  have  finned  againji  the  Zordy  but 
Nathan  revived  him  with  that  affurance,  Jhe  Lord  a/fo  hath 
put  away  thy  finy  thoujhalt  not  die :  which  is  the  ground- work 
of  the  obfervation  to  be  made  from  the  text. 

IV.  That  if  we  repent  as  we  ought,  the  greateft  fins  will  be 

♦  forgiven  us. 

This  indeed  our  own  reafon  cannot  prortiife  with  any  certain- 
ty at  all.  God  we  know  is  good.  Man  is  frail.  And  hence  we 
have  caufe  to  hope,  that  his  goodnefs  will  extend  to  the  pardoa 
of  our  frailties.  But  then,  in  proportion  as  we  go  beyond 
frailties,  to  grofs,  deliberate,  wilful,  habitual  tranfgrcffioas, 
this  hope  diminilhes  continually  :  till  at  length  it  becomes 
exceedingly  doubtful ;  and  efpecially  to  thofe,  whofe  inward 
peace  depends  the  moft  upon  not  doubting,  whether  the  holi* 
nefs  of  God's  nature,  and  the  honour  of  his  univcrfal  govern- 
ment, will  fufFwT  him  to  pardon  fome  offenders  at  all,  however 
penitent ;  whether  any,  without  previous  correftion  ;  (who 
knows  what,  or  how  long  ?)  and  whether  he  will  beftov/  future 
happinefs,  for  a  greater  time  or  a  lefs,  even  where  he  may  in* 
Aid  no  future  puniflitncnt.     Still,  in  the  midfl  of  thefe  per- 

•  plexities,  be  they  ever  fo  inextricable,  repentance,  including 
the  amendment  for  which  men  have  ftrength,  is  not  only  their 
(idty,  but  their  wifdom  too  :  becaufe  infenfibility  of  old  fins, 
and  addition  of  new  ones,  will  make  their  condition,  bad  as  it 
may  be,  daily  worfe  :  and  fo  far  as  any  thing  of  their  own 
doing  can  better  it,  reformation  muft.  But  knowledge  of  thus 
much  only,  though  it  affoi'ds. very  proper  direftion,  fuggefts 
little  comfort  at  the  fame  time,  or  fpirit  to  follow  dire6lion<* 
And  therefore  every  manifeftation  of  his  pleafure,  which  God. 
hath  made  to  man  from  the  beginning,  hath  always  carried  in 
it  fome  encouragement  to  trull  in  his  mercy,  beyond  the  mo-  , 
tives  which  our  unafiiftccf' faculties  were  able  to  furnifii.  Yet 
the  pardon  of  fuch  fins,  attended  with  fuch  aggravations,  as 
David's  v;ere,  had  not,  even  in  his  days,  by  any  means  been 

exprcfsly 
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cxprefsly  promifed.  And  therefore  this  declaration  of  the 
prophet  muft  not  only  relieve  him,  in  the  agonj  of  his  guilt, 
from  the  dreadfuUeft  apprebenfions  that  can  be  conceived  j  on 
■which  account,  wc  may  prefume,  it  was  made  to  him  fo  in- 
Aantly  :  but  muft  alfo  diiFufe  confoiation  among  multitudes, 
through  that  and  the  following, ages,  which  could  not  fail  to 
be  acquainted  with  fo  extraordinary  a  cafe  ;  and  muft  incline 
all  true  penitents  to  believe,  that  theirs  alfo,  whatever  it  was, 
would,  on  like  terms,  obtaiir  favour.  But  ftill  it  is  eafy  to 
miftake  in  arguing  from  oi^e  «afs  to  another,  efpeciaUy  onr 
own  :  befides  that  particular  inftances  do  not  amount  to  gen&. 
ral  affarances.  And  though  fuch  aflFurances  were  given  in  the 
latter  part  of  the  yewijh  revelatiwi,  chiefly  by  the  prophet  E- 
meiie/  * :  yet  it  might  not  be  clear  to  every  one,  whether  they 
related  to  another  life,  or  only  to  the  prefent ;  nor  was  this 
revelation  received,  or  known  almoft,  in  any  nation^  excepting 
that  one.  The  unlimited  gofpel-promifes  therefore  of  forgive- 
nefs  and  grace,  proclaimed  to  all  -  the  world,  have  made  a 
change,  nnfpeakably  happy,  in  the  condition  of  mRnkind.  ^ 

And  now,  as  we  are  ftrangely  apt  to  apply  every  thing 
wrong,  too  many,  inftead  of  the  extreme  of  defpondency,  ma 
into  that  of  profane  boldnefs  :  and  arc  very  near  looking  up- 
on fin,  as  nothing  to  be  dreaded ;  and  remifHon  of  iin,  as  no- 
thing to  be  thankful  for.  At  leaft  the  certainty  of  'it  thej 
conceive,  they  could  «afily  have  difcovered  of  themfelves :  and 
therefore  have  little  obligation  to  Chrijl^  the  publiflier  of  a 
troth  fo  obvious.  Nor  is  it  a  wonder,  if  they,  who  think 
flightly  of  tranfgreffion,  think  flightly  of  pardon  alfo  :  takfng 
one  to  be  a  trifle,  they  muft  take  the  other  to  be  a  matter  of 
courfe.  But  whoever  confiders  in  eameft,  wTaat  it  is  to  have 
difobeyed  the  commands,  and  contradicted  the  ^wife  iand  good 
purpofes  of  the  Alnaighty  ;  to  have  injured  his  creatures,  our 
own  brethren ;  to  have  perverted  the  nature  he  hath  given  us; 
to  have  difqualified  ourfelves  from  doing  and  being  what  he 
made  us  for  ;  and  to  have  been  guilty  of  all  this,  in  fpite  of 
the  expoftulations  of  our  confciences  and  our  friends,  and  of  his 
exprefs  threatenlngs  of  hell -fire  :  far  from  entertaining  pre- 
/Tumptuou^  imaginations  of  fafety,  from  any  thijjg  he  can  know 
iy  his  own  wifdom,  or  perform  hy  his  own  ftrength,   will  ear^F 

neftlj 
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neftly  long  for  inftruftion  and  help  from  above ;  and  feel  th« 
molt  aSe£lionate  gratitude  to  him,  who  hath  not  only  revealed^ 
bat  procured  peace  for  us,  at  the  price  of  his  Wood :  oifering 
up  his  life  on  the  crofs,  Son  of  God  as  he  was  :  fo  great  was 
the  difficulty,  to  make-  it  coniiftent  v/irh  juftice  and  holir«efs  to 
exercife  mercy ! 

Indeed^  after  ail  that  hath  been  done  to  affure  us  it  fhall  bo^ 
cxercifed,  therq  are  fome,  of  minds  more  tenderly  feniible  than 
ordinary,  who,  after  committing  great  offences,  or  ^perhaps, 
©nly  fuch  as  to  them  appear  very  great,  experience  the  utmoii 
reluftance,  either  to  be  reconciled  to  themfelves,  or  perfuadcd 
that  God  will  be  reconciled  to  them. .  And  hence  not  a  few  of 
them  plunge  defperately  into  whatever  folly  or  fin  will  drive 
jlway  their  uneafinefs  for  the  prefent ;  while  others  go  on  in 
the  moft  puadual  pra<3:ice  of  piety,  but  enjoy  fcarce  any  fatis- 
fadlion  from  it,,  overwhelming  themfelves  on  every  occafion  and 
none,  witli  groundlefs  terrors.  The  pernicious  impatience  of 
the  fornaer  proceeds^  in  great  meafute,  from  a  very  abfurd  and 
criminal  pride,  which  ought  to  be  humbled  by  the  prudent  fc- 
verity  of  juft  reproof.  But  the  meek  dejeftion  of  the  latter 
calls  for  the  tendered  companion  and  the  kindeil  encourage- 
ment ;  yet,  perhaps,  intermixed,  now  and  then,  with  fome  de- 
gree of  gentle  chiding.  To  fuch  therefore  it  mull  be  faid ; 
your  grief  and  fear  prove,  that  your  heart  is  not  hardened, 
but  fincerely  deiirous  to  fcrve  and  pleafe  God :  the  good  works, 
which  he  enables  you  to  perform  fo  regularly,  prove  your 
faith  and  repentance:  the  imperfeftions,  which  you  bewail, 
all  his  children  have,  not  you  alone.  Why  then  are  you  caft 
down^  and  your  foul  dif quieted  within  you  *  ?  How  ill  foever 
you  may  think  of  yourfelves ;  though  God  requires  you  not 
in  the  lead  to  think  worfe  than  the  truth,  and  would  have  you 
judge  calmly  of  your  fpiritual  date,  not  un^r  the  difability  of 
a  fright :  but  whatever  opinion  you  may  form  of  your  own 
deferts,  forbear  to  entertain  an  injurious  one  of  him.  When 
he  hath  fent  his  bleffed  Son  to  make  atonement  for  you,  when 
he  hath  told  you  in  his  holy  word,  when  he  tells  you  by  his 
minifters  every  day,  that  this  atonement  reaches  to  the  very 
worft  of  cafes,  do  not  except  your  own  in  contradiction. to  him : 

dti 
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da  not  indulge  doubts  and  fcruples  about  what  he  bath  plain- 
ly proitiifed,  in  order  to  be  miferable  againil  his  will :  butj 
together  with  the  (brrow  of  having  offended,  allow  yourfeives 
to  feel  the  joy  of  being  reftoi^ed  to  favour.  A  wife  and  good 
parent  would  wiQi  to  have  his  child  afFe£):ed  only  in  a  mode- 
rate manner  with  a  fenfe  of  his  paft  faults,  when  once  he  is 
•iretumed  to  his  duty:  and  though  ftill  he  hath  the  weakneffes 
incident  to  his  tender  age,  doth  not  rejeft  him  for  them,  or  de- 
fire  he  ihould  fink  under  them  ;  but  ftrive  agaitift  them  with  a 
chearing  belief,  that  he  (hall  out-grow  them,  as  he  approaches 
to  maturity.  Why  will  you  not  refieft  then,  Hiat;  like  as  a 
father  pitieth  his  own  children^  even  fo  is  the  Lord  merciful  te 
4them  that  fear  him  /  For  he  knowcth  whereof  we  are  made ; 
he  rememhereth  that  we  are  but  dujl  *. 

It  is  extremely  unhappy,  that  when  perfons  attend  public 
difcourfes  on  religion,  in  which  different  inftru£lions,  defigned 
for  as  different  forts  of  auditors,  muft  however  be  fpoken  to  all 
forts  promifcuoufly,  each,  for  the  mod  pslrt,  applies  to  himfelf 
juft  what  doth  not  belong  to  him,  notwithftanding  the  beft  care 
to  prevent  it.  The  bold  finner  confides  moft  fecurely  in  what 
he  hears  of  God's  mercy  :  while  the  low-fpirited  penitent  al^ 
moft  dies  away  at  the  mention  of  his  juftice^  The  firft  hath 
no  dread  of  the  moft  wilful  fins,  becaufe  the  nature  of  man  is 
frail ;  the  laft  hath  no  peace  about  the  moft  excufable  deficien- 
cies, becaufe  the  precepts  of  the  gofpel  are  ftrifl*.  We  can  on- 
ly caution  them,  not  to  miftake  thus  :  and  beg  they  would 
have  a  more  ferious  regard,  on  the  one  fide,  to  their  future 
happinefs  ;  on  the  other,  to  their  prefent  comfort.  It^grifeves 
us  to  think  of  the  terrors,  that  we  may  fometimes  occafion 
thofe  to  fuffer,  who  have  no  need  to  fuffer  any  at  all.  But  we 
inuft  of  neceiEty  give  out  the  ftrongeft  warnings  againft  the 
greateft  danger :  and  run  the  rifque,  if  we  cannot  avoid  it,  of 
making  a  few  good  perfons  uneafy  without  caufe,  rather  than 
leave  many  bad  ones,  aflecp  in  fatal  felf-flattery.  For  indeed 
the  doftrine  of  forgivenefs,  though  in  itfelf  the  moft  ingenuous 
tnotive  to  thankful  piety  and  obedience,  is  too  often  moft  dif- 
ingenuoufly  perverted  to  encourage  tranfgrefSon.  Repentance, 
tnen  argue,  is  fure  to  obtain  pardon  :  and  pardon   reftores  us 

tf 
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to  ^e  ftate  ^w^  were  in  before  we  did  atnifs«  What  need 
have  we  then  to  •  fcrnple  going  a  little  wrong>  when  the  me- 
thod of  fetting  all  right  again  iiamediatelj  is  fo  |^ain  before 
us  ?  But  in  reality^  trae  repentance,  a  thorough  change  ©f 
temper  and  purpofe,  manifefted  by  a  courfe  of  fuitable  con- 
dttd,  will  be  found,  neiriier  a  fiiort  nor  an  eafy  work  ;  bat  on« 
exceeding  the  power  of  man,  without  the  help  of  God,  And 
not  to  iay,  how  uncertain  it  is,  whether  God  will  give  thefe 
ac^ful  contrivers  time  to  repent  t:ffcdually,  what  profpeit  is 
^ere  in  the  lead,  that  they  wiO  have  a  heart  to  do  it  ?  When 
onoe  they  have'been  fo  deliberately  bafe  and  wicked  as  to  re- 
bel againft  him  for  that  very  reafon.  Which  ought,  of  all  o- 
thers,  to  have  noade  them  dutiftil  to  him ;  where  is  the  like- 
lihood, that  they  will  ever  become  fo  honed  and  good,  as  to 
return  and  ferve  him  faithfully?  No  alteration  requires  a 
•larger  fliare  of  his  grace  to  affed  it :  and  no  finners  have  leTs 
groufid  to  expeft  sSiy  (bare  of  it,  than  thefe.  But  were  it  e- 
ver  fo  phibable,  that  eve&i  fuch  offenders  might  come  to  a- 
•mend  their  doings,  yet  there  is  an  awful  obfervation,  arifing 
finom  the  hiflory  before  us,  which  remains  to  be  infifted  on, 

V.  That  witktdndTs,  «ven  after  it  is  forfakeni  and  after  it 
ift  forgiven,  produces  nevenhdefs  very  often  confequentes  fo  la- 
mentable>  that  for  this  caufe,  amongft  others^  innocence  is  great- 
ly preferable  to  the  fincereft  and  completeft  repentance,  that  ever 
was* 

In  the  very  fame  breath,  that  Nathan  tells  David  the  lord 
bad  put  away  hisfin^  he  tells  him  alfo  of  a  trying  afHidion,  and 
a  very  trying  one  it  proved,  that  he  fliould  immediately  under- 
go on  account  of  that  fin.  Howbeit  becaufe  by  this  deed  thou 
baft  given  great  9Ccafion  to  the  enemies  of  the  Lord  to  hlaf- 
phetne^  the  chiid  that  is  born  unto  thee,  ftfall  furely  die  *.  Nor 
could  the  moft  fervent  interceffions  of  the  royal  penitent  r6- 
verfe  the  decree.  Nay,  the  threatening  predidion,  which  the 
prophet  made  to  him  before  his  repentance,  that  becaufe  he 
had  tilled  Uriah  with  the  fw<irdy  the /word ftjould  not  depart 
Jrom  his  houfe  ;  and  as  he  had  polluted  his  wife^  his  ownftyould 
he  polluted  in  the  fight  of  the  fun '^^  was  permitted,  to  befall 
hip^f  notwithftanding  his  repentance,  with  great  exaffaiefs. 
Vol.  I.  3G  Nor 
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Nor  doth  there  need  much  refledion  upoa  what  j)afles  in  the 
world  to  fee,  that  Providence,  to  this  day,  frequently  fuffers  e- 
vents  of  a  like  nature  to  happen  :  partly  to  complete  the  ho- 
miliatiou  of  the  finner,  partly  that  others  may  hear  and 
fear  ♦. 

Sometimes  no  immediate  connexion  between  the  tranfgrcf- 
fion  and  the  fuffering  is*  vifible,  that  it  may  feem  to  be  the 
hand  of  God,  rather  than  a  natural  efFeft ;  though  indeed, 
would  men  confider,  every  efFe£b  proceeds  from  his  hand :  but 
commonly  they  are  clofely  linked,  to  defer  men  from  commit- 
ting iniquity,  by  fhewing  them  before-hand,  V^hat  fruits  they 
muft  expe6l:  it  to  prbduce.  Indeed,  were  only  the  pain  infe- 
parable  from  repentance,  the  feeling  of  having  done  ill  and 
deferved  ill,  to  diilinguifli  the  condition  of  him  who  returns 
to  his  duty,  from  his  who  has  always  adhered  to  it ;  the  dif- 
ttindion  would  be  very  interefting  and  important.  For  how 
wide  is  the  difference  between  hating  and  approving  ourfelvej: 
between  thinlcing  of  God  with  dre^d  and  ibame,  and  rejoicing 
in  him  as  our  trujlfrom  our  youth  fy  and  pur  portion  for  /- 
iver  X  \  But  long  after  peace  is  reftored  within,  which  yet  will 
pever  be  fo  reftored  to  great  offendjers,  a$  not  to  leave  matter 
pf  melancholy  refle&iqn ;  long  after  penitents  are  at  eafe  with 
jrefpefl:  to  their  future  Hate ;  aiBiding  confequences  with  re- 
.fpcS  to  jth6  prefent,  will  flow  frpm  what  they  have  done  amifs. 
Often  they  have  hurt  themfelves,  alienated  their  friends,  loft 
their  time  and  opportunities  of  doing  well  in  the  world,  in- 
jured their  /charaders,  their  fortunes,  their  healths  :  often  they 
have  hurt  pthers,  fetniifchievous  examples  ;  inticed,  betrayed, 
opprefleid,  provoked,  thofe  around  them  ;  and  deftroyed,  perhaps, 
by  flip^t  folies,  what  the  endeavours  of  the  reft  of  their  dajs 
.will  never  be  able  to  repair.  Thefe,  indeed,  al-e  confiderations, 
under  which  they  fliould  not  defpopd :  but  furely  others  ought 
to  take  warning  fromvthem,  and  learn  of  how  unfpea'kable  va- 
lue it  is,  to  keep  innocency^  and  fake  hed  to  the  thing  that  is 
right  ^^  from  the  very  firft.  Life  was  not  intended  to  be  led 
inconfillently ;  one  part  in  doing  wrong,  the  other  in  being 
jbrry  for  it.     Uniforni  obedience  is  pur  Maker's  demand:  and 

whoever 

•  Deut.  xiii.  lu  f  Pfalm  Ixi.  5. 

I  Pfalqi  Ixxiiji.  26.  -    ^.ffalm  xx*vU.  58, 
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whoever  departs  from  it  wilfullj,  though  he  maj  return, 
will  afluredly  be  made  tp  know  and  fee,  one  waj*  or  other^ 
that  it  is  a  thing  evil  and  bitter^  that  he  hathforfaken  the  Lor  A 
his  God  *.  Let  thofe  then,  who  experience  this  in  themfelves, 
fubmit  to  it  with  patience,  and  revere  his  juftice :  let  thofe^ 
who  fee  it  in  others,  thankfuUj  make  ufe  of  the  inftrufiion  it 
was  gracioufly  defigned  to  give  them :  and  let  us  all  preferve  a 
lively  fenfe  upon  our  fouls,  that  evil  fur/ue thinners ^  but  to  the 
righteous  goodjhall  be  repaid  f  • 

•  Jcr*  ii.  19.  t  Prdr*  adll  all. 
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Finally t  hrethreny  whatfoever  things  are  true^  whatfoever  things 
are  honejl^  whatfoever  things  are  jufl^  whatfoever  things  are 
pure^  whatfoever  things  are  lovely^  whatfoever  things  are  of 
good  report ;  if  there  he  any  virtue  ^  and  \f  there  he  any  praife^ 
think  on  thefe  things,  • 

A  S  the  excellent  charaflers  of  the  firft  believers  and  teachers 
of  Chriftianity  are  in  general  a  ftrong  reCbmmendation 
of  it  to  mankind  :  fo  that  of  St.  Paul  in  particular  Ihiaes  widi  . 
diftinguiflied  luftre  through  his  whole  hiftory ;  but  efpecialljr 
his  epiftles,  the  faithful  pictures  of  his  fouL  Even  in  this 
ftiort  one  to  the  Philippiansy  it  is  furprifing  to  obferve,  how 
great  a  variety  of  moft  ex:alted  and  engaging  virtues  he  fliews. 
The  authority  of  the  apoftle  is  fo  pcrfedlly  tempered  with  the 
condefcenfion  of  the  feljow-Chriftian  ;  the  expreffions  of  his 
tendernefs  for  thofe  to  whoiu  he  writes  are  fo  indearing  and 
inflruftive  at  the  fame  time :  his  acknowledgments  of  their 
kindnefles  to  him,  fo  equally  full  of  dignity,  humility,  and 
diSntereftednefs  :  his  mention  of  his  paft  perfecutions  is  fo 
mild  J  and  of  his  prefent  danger,  (for  he  wrote  from  a  prifon) 
fo  cheerful  :  his  attention  to  the  fupporting  of  their  courage  is 
fo  affefting  ;  and  his  confidence,  that  both  he  and  they  fliould 
perfevere  and  conquer,  is  fo  noble,  and  yet  fo  modeft  i  his  de- 
liberation, whether  life  or  death  be  eligible,  is  fo  calm ;  and 
his  preference  to  live,  even  in  naifery,  for  their  fakes  and  that 
of  the  gofpely  is  fo  genuinely  heroic,  yet  fully  equalled  by  the 

compofed 


€Ofnpof<td  9ioA  triumphant  mentioiH  which  he  elfewfaerd  xnsJce% 
of  his  approaching  martyrdom  :  his  zeal  for  propagating  reli^ 
gioa  is  fo  ardeot ;  jtt  atteoded  with  fo  deep  a  CQucern,  that  it 
be  indeed  true  leUgion :  he  'is  fo  earned  to  guard  them,  both 
agaiaft  a  fuperilitious  reliance  on  outward  obfervances,  and  a 
licentioiis  abufe.  of  the  do&rines  of  faith  and  grace  ;  fo  folic!'- 
totts  to  improve  them  in  rational  pietj,  and  meek  beneficent 
virtue ;.  fo  intent  to  fix  their  minds  on  everj  thing  worthj  and 
amiable,  and  raife  them  above  every  thing  gloomy  or  anxious ; 
his  warmth  in  this  prions  caufe,  is  fo  far  from  being  afiefi:ed 
or  forced;  and  every  expreffion  fo  evidently  flows  from  a  hearty 
which  cannot  help  overflowing  ;  that,  whoever  fliall  read  but 
this  one  epiftle  with  attention  and  faimefs,  tinder  all  the  dif- 
^Vantages  o£  a  tranfladon  made  word  for  word,  and  broken 
into  (hort  verfes,  will  feel  a  ftrong  impreflion  on  his  mind,  that 
^e  writer  of  it  muft  have  been  an  uncommooly  great  and  good 
aan ;  every  way  defierving  of  the  high  r^nk,  which  he  claims^ 
of  a  commiifioned  fervant  of  God,  and  incapable  of  claiming  it 
falfely. 

But,  befides  beii>g  thus  moved  i  with  the  admirable  fpirit 
exprqiledf  and  the  fublime  precepts  diflTufed,  throughout  tha 
whole  ;  it  will  be  ftiU  a  new  fubje&  of  efteem  and  wonder,  to 
fee  the  force  and  fubftance  of  them  all  colle£fced  at  lait  into  gb» 
brief  Qxhorlation  ;  cpmprehenditig,  in  fo  narrow  a  fpace,  the 
intire  compafs  of  virtuous  difpofitions,  and  right  behaviour,  a$ 
i$  done  in  the  text :  to  which  he  fubjoins  with  confcious  bold* 
nefs,  appealing  to  all  which  tb^y  bad  learned  and  received^  and 
heard  and Jeen  ofbim  *^  that  this  had  been  his  own  difpofition 
and  behaviour:  yet  humbly. qonfiders  himfelf  as  not  having  al^ 
ready-  attained  or  being  already  perfeB^  but  merely  as  ,pr effing 
tijiwards  the  mari  for  the  prime  of  the  high  calling  ofGod\\ 
and  not  only  ufes  his  own  prayers^  but  beg&  theirs  alfo,  that, 
'.through  tbefupply  of  the  Spirit  (/Jejus  Ghrift^  all  things  may 
turn  to  his  fahation  J,  We  cannot  help  honouring,  fuch  a 
charafter  :  but,  if  we  hope  to  be  the  better  for  it,  we  muft  aU 
fo  imitate  it.  And  therefore  let  us  examine  with  this  view, 
that  defcription  of  it  which  I  have  read  to  you.  Had  the  fe- 
veral  phrafes,  ufed  in  it,  been  as  nearly  as  poffible  equivalent, 
and  accumulated  only  to  convey  the  intended  meaning  more 

^  fully 

•Phil.  ir.  9.  f  Phil.  iii.  13, 14.  t  Phil.  i.  1%  »>. 


4^*  '  Ofi  Chrifiian  Per/eBioH.      S E  R.  XXXVlI. 

full  J  and  ftrongly,  this  would  have  heen  wari-anted  by  the, 
example  of  the  great  Roman  orator,  who  profeffes  to  have 
doae  the  fame  thing  on  a  like  occaiion  *.  But  there  is'afil- 
perior  accuracy  and  beauty  in  the  words  of  the  apoftle.  Each 
of  them  fingly  hath  a  diftind  fenfe  :  and  joined  together  they 
form  a  couneded  and  Complete  body  of  dutj,  as  will  appear 
hj>  examining  them  feparatelj  :  which  I  fhall  therefore  do  iii 
the  firft  place ;  and  then,  fecondly,  make  a  general  obfervation 
upon  the  whole. 

Truth,  always  prefent  to  the  mind  of  God,  is  the  ground 
of  his  commands  j  and,  fo  far  as  difcemed  by  us,  is  the  ground 
of  our  obedience.  On  this  accordingly  the  apoflle  here  builds, 
and  lays  for  the  foundation  of  his  whole,  fuperftrudure,  WbaU 
foever  things  ar&  true  :  that  is,  Conformable  to  the  clear  per^ 
ceptions  of  our  underftandings,  the  inward  feelings  of  our 
Iiearts,  the  known  cireumftances  of  our  iituation.  Setting  out 
thus,  he  excludes,  in  the  firft  word,  fronx  being  any  part  of 
Cliriftian  duty,  every  thing  romantic  and  vifionary,  all  refine* 
jments  of  falfe  honour,  all  enthufiafm  of  a  heated  fancy.  But 
he  enjoins  ^t  the  fanie  time,  whatever  is  reafonable  *  and  right ; 
be  the  praftice  or  notions  of  the  world  as  contrary  to  it  as  they 
will :  whatever  the  fovereign  principle  of  confcience  dictates, 
though  paffions  and  appetites  may  draw  powerfully  another 
way ;  whatever  the  impartial  ftate  of  any  cafe  requires,  let 
vanity  or  intereft  make  ever  fo  much  againft  it :  what  we  owe 
to  our  Maker,  no  lefs  than  what  is  due  to  our  fellow-creatures : 
what  divine  revelation  teaches,  no  lefs  than  what  human  fa- 
culties difcover :  what  the  future,  as  well  as  the  prefent  con* 
dition  of  our  being  demands.  For  our  relations  to  CJod  are. as 
real,  and  infinitely  more  important,  than  to  man  ;  thofe  parts 
of  hts  will  which  only  fcripturc  makes  known,  the  authority 
of  fcripture  being  proved,  are  intitled  to  equal  atten.tion  with 
thofe  which  reafon  di&ates  of  itfelf :  and  fuch  confequences 
of  our  adions^  as  will  follow  beyond  the  grave,  are  bat  a  fin- 

gle 

•  Nihil  fnim  habet  praeftantios  [natura],  nihil  quod  magis  exptftat, 
i|uam  honedatein,  quam  laudem,  quara  digmtatem,  quam  decus.  Hifce 
ego  pluribus  nominibtis  unam  rem  declarari  yolo :  fed  utor,  ut  quam 
maxime  fignificem,  pluribus.  Cic.  Tufc.  Difp.  1.  ii.  c.  2o, 

Secalfo  A.  Gell.  1.  xiii.  c.  24.  where  feveral  inftaoces  of  this  manner 
of  fpeaking  are  given,  and  reafons  for  it  aUedged  \  swd  Gic.  De  N.  Th 
)•  ii.  $  7.  and  De  Fia.  It  i!ii,.  c,  4* 
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gle  and  a  fliprt  ftep  more  diftant,  than  the  vifiUc  aftd  daily 
ones  that  follow  thera  here.  Thefe  maxim?  are  the  folid  bafis 
of  proper  condud  :  the  whole  creation  cannot  fliake  them  ;  and 
everj  other  Jcheme  of  life  is  built  upon  the  fand,  and  will 
cruQi  us  under  its  ruins,  God  himfelf  proceeds  invariably 
according  to  the  reafon  of  things  ;  he  muft  therefore  exped: 
man  to  hold  it  facred  ;  vid  both  the  honour  of  his  government 
and  the  bolinefs  of  his  nature  ftand  engaged,  tliat,  fooner  or 
later,,  every  one  (hall  find  Jiis  account  in  obfennng  this  rule,, 
bat  none  in  tranfgrefling  it.  For  his  righteoufnefs  is  an  ever^ 
lajling  righteoufnefs^  and  his  law  is  the  truth  *. 

The  fecond  head  of  the  apoftle*s  injunftion  is,  Whatfoevfr 
things  are  honefl :  or  rather,  as  the  marginal  tranflation  hath 
it,  yenerable^  intitled  to  refpeft  :  for  fo  the  original  word  in 
the  Greek  confeffedly  fignifies,  as  indeed  the  word  honeji  itfelf 
doth  in  the  Latin  tongue,  from  whence  it  is  derived  into  ours. 

If,  purfuant  to  the  former  direftion,  we  confider,  according 
to  truth,  the  intvatd  frame  of  our  hearts  and  minds,  we  fliall 
perceive,  that,  as  man  was  created  at  firfl  in  the  image  of  God, 
fo  there  ftill  remains  in  our  nature,  however  defaced  by  the 
fall,  a  fenfe  of  dignity  and  worth,  which  we  ought  to  reve* 
rence  in  ourfelves  and  others.  The  loweft  of  men,  with  rea- 
fon,  til  ink  falfehood  and  diflionefty  beneath  them  ;  and  the 
higheft,  if  they  condefcend  to  ufe  them,  lofe,  by  fo  doing,  a 
much  truer  greatnefs  than  they  retain.  Worldly  advantages 
leave  the  pofleffors  of  them  but  juft  the  fame  men,  which  they 
would  have  been  without  them.  Perfonal  Accompli fliments  as 
often  produce  wrong  condud^,  hatred,  contempt  and  mifery* 
as  they  do  the  contrary.  At  beft,  neither  the  one  nor  the  o- 
ther  can  give  more  than  a  fliort-lived  and  precarious  tliillnclion. 
But  fcorn  of  wickednefs,  and  elleem  of  our  duty,  fhewn  in 
praftice,  this  is  the  valuable  pre-eminence,  which  will  conti- 
nue an  ornameht  to  us  through  every  condition  of  life,  through 
every  period  of  our  exiftence  ;  will  entitle  us  to  inward  vene- 
'ration,  as  well  as  outward  regard,  ami  recommend  us,  not  on- 
ly to  fallible  beings,  but  to  the  unerring  fearcher  of  our  hearts, 
and  final  rewarder  of  our  deeds.  Whoever  therefore  would 
.obtain  a  truly  honourable  chara^ler,  muft  preferve  himfelf  a- 
bove  dilhonourable  aftions  :  and  never  permit  either  profit,  or 

pleafure, 

•  Pfalm  cxix.  142. 
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'pleafure,  or  favoar,  or  power,  titukr  pre*eminie<aces,  or  popu- 
lar opinion,  to  debs^e  him  into  doing  anjr  thing  ill. 
..  Keeping  up  this  kind  of  fuperioritj  to  die  height,  carries 
BO  pride  in  it,  no  temptation  to  pride.  For,  though  a  worthp- 
minded  man  knows  everj  thing  to  be  mean,  in  comparifon  of 
Tight  behaviour ;  yet  he  muft  know  too,  that  his  own  beha- 
nriour  is  very  imper£e£U  j  right,  even  in  the  fight  of  men^  much 
•more  of  God  :  and  were  it  completely  fo,  it  would  ftill  amount 
^to  no  mere  than  his  boonden  duty.  He  will  therefore  always 
proceed  with  great  humility,  though  with  great  fteadinefs,  in 
the  difcharge  of  his  confcience ;  patiently  expeding,  what  be 
•will  certainly  find,  that  m&aj  other  things,  smd  fome  of  them 
very  bad  ones,,  will  greatly  out^fiiine,  in  the  eyes  of  the  world, 
fo  plain  and  unpliant  a  qualiiication,  as  this,  of  uniform  up- 
rightnefs :  which  yet  is  indeed  beyond  all  others  the  refpedable 
one ;  the  only  ground  of  confcious  felf- approbation,  of  mutual 
efteem  and  truft,  of  public  order  and  fafety. 

For,  however  common  it  is  become  to  treat  all  pretence 
of  principle  as  mere  hypocrify ;  and  both  to  give  widi  great 
gaiety,  and  receive  with  great  complacency,  intimations,  which 
■one  fliould  think  could  do  neither  fide  much  credit,  as  if  int^ 
xeft  or  inclination  would  induce  them,  or  any  one,  to  do  almoft 
«ny  thing ;  yet  fuch  general  reprefentations  are  both  falfe  m 
themfelves,  and  pernicious  to  human  fociety.  The  worft  of 
men  are  not  thoroughly  bad,  without  ibme  mixture  of  good. 
But  nothing  can  go  farther  towarda  making  all  -men  fo,  than 
treating  it  as  an  acknowledged  point,  that  they  are  fo  already, 
and  cannot  be  otherwife.  In  proportion  as  this  do&rine  pre- 
vails, no  guilt  will  be  out  of  countenance.  Now  what  the 
'  confequences  of  that  muft  be,  is  eafily  difceraed ;  and  the  pro- 
phet hath  told  us  very  plainly  :  Were  they  tt/bamedy  when  they 
had  committed  abomination  ?  nay^  they  were  not  at  all  afbamei^ 
neither  could  they  llujh  ••  therefore  Jhall  they  fcUl^^At  the  time 
that  I  vijit  them  J  they  Jhall  he  cajl  down^  faith  the  Lord  *.  Un- 
doubtedly the  wickednefs  of  mankind  is  great :  and  thofe  in  higll 
ftations  have  particular  opportunities  of  feeing  it  in  a  ftrong 
}ight.  But  ftiU,  they,  who  feel  any  good  qualities  in  them- 
felves, cannot  juftly  think  there  are  none  in  others*  And  be 
there  ever  fo  little  probity  in  the  world,  it  is  our  moft  ferious 

i^tcreft 

•  Jor,  vi»  ly 
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intereft  to  cultivate  and  increafe  it.  For  what  comfort,  or 
what  fafetj,  can  there  be  in  the  midft  only  of  the  profligate 
and  abandoned  ?  Or  how  fliall  either  authority  or  merit  fup- 
port  itfelf,  if  that  inward  reverence  of  duty  and  worth  be  worii 
out  of  the  minds  of  men,  without  which  all  the  folemnities  of 
external  forms  will  foon  come  to  lofe  their  influence  ?  Bait  if 
earthly  tranquillity  could  be  preferved  by  other  means  :  yet* 
heavenly  happinefs  can  be  enjoyed  only  by  fouls  exalted  to  a 
capacity  of  it ;  purged  from  every  thing  mean  and  bafe  ;  and, 
by  generous  and  honourable  difpofitions,  made  meet  to  be  par* 
takers  of  the  inheritance  of  the  faints  in  light  *. 

The  third  branch  of  the  apoftle's  exhortation, .  Whatfoever 
things  are  jtfi^  is  naturally  conneded  with  the  fecond.  Had 
we  nothing  fuperior  in  our  nature  to  reft  rain  us,  force  and 
fraud  would  be  as  allowable  between  man  and  man,  as  betweea 
brute  and  brute.  But  the  confcioufnefs  which  we  have  of  pe- 
culiar dignity,  includes  the  obligation  to  mutual  juftice,  as 
part  of  itfelf,  and  yet  there  was  need  to  mention  this  part  fe- 
parately ;  becaufe  elfe,  the  higher  the  notion  which  each  en* 
tertained  of  his  own  value,  the  more  apt  he  might  be  to  over-, 
look  others,  efpecially  his  inferiors,  and  trample  upon  theni 
fcarelefsly .  Therefore  St.  Paul^  in  the  text,  immediately  fubjeds 
the  mutual  behaviour  of  all  the  fons  of  men  to  one  como^oit 
meafure ;  and  requires,  that  the  higheft  and  the  loweft  ihould 
^ach  treat  the  other,  as  each  might  expe6l,  were  circumftanceft 
changed,  the^other  ihould  treat  him  ;  which  fingle  precept  ob- 
fcrved  would  keep  the  world  in  quiet :  and  if  it  be  tranfgrefl^ 
ed,  nothing  is  left  to  ftop  at  fhort  of  univerfal  confuiion.  Eve- 
ry one  therefore,  in  every  part  of  focial  life,  fllould  be  vigi* 
lant  againft  the  influence  of  pride,  and  paffion,  and  intereft : 
fliould  inquire  with  diligence,  and  hear  with  candour,  in  order 
to  judge  with  impartiality  :  fliould  remember,  that  nothing  is 
truly  juftice,  but  what  is  equity  at  the  fame  time  :  fliould  do 
frankly  and  immediately  what  he  knows  he  ought  to  do  :  and  • 
lb  temper  his  prudence  with  innocence,  as  always  to  prefer 
harmleffnefs  to  worldly  wifdom,  whenever  they  interfere. 
That  others  will  aft  very  differently,  is  fo  much  the  worfe  for 
them :  but  no  confideration  for  us  to  be  moved  by  in  the  leaftw 

Vol.  I.  3  H  Th« 

•  Col.  i.  la. 


416  On  Chfiftian  JPerfiaion.      S  E  R.  XXXVit 

The  whole  we  have  to  be  concerned  for,  is  to  aft  right  our- 
selves.    A  wife  and  good  God  will  take  care  of  the  reft. 

Next  to  jurtice,  the  apoftle  rinks,  in  the  fourth  place,  a 
virtue  equally  flowing  from  the  dignity  of  human  nature,  and 
feldom  violated  without  grievous  injuftice,  that  of  fhunning 
the  pollution  of  criminal  pleafures,  and  praftifing  whatfoever 
things  are  pure*  Some  kinds  of  fenfual  excefs,  as  glnttoay 
and  drunkennefs,  are  acknowledged  to  be  contemptible,  hate- 
ful vices.  And  however  favourably  too  many  look  on  the 
free  indulgence  of  another  appetite,  at  lead  in  one  fex,  yet 
their  opinion  cannot  alter  the  nature  of  things.  Irregular  gra- 
tifications  muft  ftill  remain  what  they  are,  dilhonourable  xa 
our  reafon,  deftruftive  to  our  happinefs.  And  it  is^furprifing, 
that  they,  who  have  any  rightnefs  of  mind,  can  fail  either  to 
difcem  or  to  refleft,  what  meannefs  it  is  to  make  thcfe  things 
the  bufinefs  of  their  being ;  and  aflbciate,  for  the  fake  of  them, 
with  the  profligate  and  abandoned ;  what  imprudence,  to  tuin  or 
to  hazard  their  healths,  fortunes,  or  reputations,  in  fuch  wretch- 
ed courfi^s  ;  atnd  what  mifchief,  to  deftroy  the  virtue  and  peac^ 
of  the  innocent,  and  harden  the  guilty  in  their  crimes  ;  to  vio- 
late faith  and  honour,  diftrefs  families,  embitter  the  neareft 
and  tendereft  relations  of  life,  confound  defcents  and  inheri- 
tances, extend  infamy,  and  perhaps  difeafes  alfo,  to  fucceflivc 
generations.  Indeed  the  fins  of  this  kind  have  not  always  all 
tiiefc  bad  efFedls  :  but  they  undeniably  produce  in  general,  by 
ixmumerable  ways,  more  thorough  wickednefs,  and  more  ex- 
quifite  mifery,  than  almoft  any  others.  And  even  thofe  tranf- 
greflions  of  purity,  that  niay  feem  the  leaft  hurtful,  are  fd 
wrong  in  themfelves,  atid  fo  contrary  to  the  good  order, 
ftren^th,  and  welfare  of  fociety  ;  they  lead  on  fo  naturally  ta 
worfe ;  they  fet  fo  dangerous  an  example,  and  give  fo  plaufible 
an  excufe  to  others,  for  going  a  little  and  a  little  farther  in  the 
fame  way,  (as  indeed  there  is  no  poflible  ground  to  make  i 
fure  ftaind  upon,  if  once  we  depart  from  ftrift  virtue) ;  that 
•whoever  confiders,  will  ht  far  from  thinking  either  the  pre- 
cepts, or  the  threatenings  of  fcriptnre,  on  this  h6ad,  too  rigid 
and  fevere. 

But  abftaining  from  difhonourable,  and  injurious,  and  cri^ 
ftxihally  fetifual  aftions,  is  by  no  means  fufficient,  unlefs  wtf 
SU-e  careful  to  do  becoming,  beneficent,  and  engaging  ones ;  or, 
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in  the  apoftlc's  words,  whatfoever  things  are  lovely  :  which 
clafs  of  duties  he  hath  put  in  the  fifth  place  with  great  pro- 
priety. For  the  good-nature  and  agreeat>knefs,  required  un- 
der this  Head,  is  not  to  fupplj  the  roqm  of  the  juilice  and  pu- 
rity required  before  ;  nor  can  poffibly  make  amends  for  the 
want  of  them  ;  but  we  muft  firft  refolve  to  be  innocent,  then 
ftudy  to  be  amiable.  Now  the  two  great  branches  of  amiable 
condud  are  thofe,  on  which  the  gofpel  hath  laid  fo  peculiar 
a  ftrefs  ;  mildnefs  in  bearing  injuries,  and  bounty  in  relieving 
necefSties  :  ope  of  then^  exprefsly  made  the  condition  of  our 
being  forgiven ;  the  other  the  foundation  pf  our  being  re- 
warded. 

But,  beiides  thefe  endearing  virtues,  the  apoftle  updoubtedly 
defigned  to  enjoin  every  other  aft  of  a  generous  and  difintereft- 
^d,  a  candid  and  fympathiiing  heart ;  every  inftance  of  gentle- 
nefs  tp  the  faults,  and  condefcenfion  to  the  weakneffes  of  men ; 
pioderation  and  humility  in  advantageous  circumHances,  and 
patient  compofednefs  in  low  and  affllfted  ones  ;  every  orna- 
taental,  as  well  as  more  fubftantial  duty  of  life ;  affability  of 
converfation,  obliging  attentions,  kind  compliances ;  whatever, 
will  make  our  cOmmoQ  journey  through  the  world  mutually 
« comfortable  and  pleafingi  without  making  it  dangerous  ;  and 
^xhifiit  religion  in  its  native  cheerfulnefs,  as  a  reafonable  fer- 
vice  paid  to  an  infinitely  good  being.  For  all  thefe  things  aref 
comprehended  under  the  charaftcr  of  lovely  ;  and  conftitute  a 
much  more  valuable  part  of  Chriftian  praftice,  than  many 
feem  to  be  aware  of,  Indeed  piety  and  virtue,  however  un- 
poliihed,  deferve  high  eileem  ;  and  it  would  be  a  moft  unhap- 
py miftake,  to  prefer  fuperficial  accomplifliments  before  in- 
trinfic  worth.  But  ftill,  both  religion  and  morals,  difguifed 
u^nder  a  forbidding  look,  appear  fo  much  lefs  to  advantage, 
than  when  they  wear  an  Jnviting  one ;  that  we  w.rong  our 
profeflion,  as  well  as  ourfelves,  if  we  negleft  to  fhew  it  in  as 
much  beauty,  as  a  modeft  fimplicity  will  permit ;  and  thus  ta 
adotn  the  do&rine  of  God  our  Saviour  in  all  things*., 

Nor  is  it  enough  to  praftife  what  we  think  right  and 
worthy  and  becoming,  but  we  ought  further  to  rcfpeft,  in  a 
Dfoper  degree,  what  the  reft  of  mankind  efteem  fo.  And  there- 
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fpre  the  apoftle  adds  in  the  fixth  place,  Wbatfoever  things  are 
of  good  report :  and  places  this  head  after  the  others  ;  becaufe, 
if  a  competition  arifes,  cbnfcience  is  always  to  be  preferred 
before  common  opinion.  And  indeed  numberlefs  ar«  the  poor 
wretches,  who  have  been  utterly  ruined,  by  facrificing  at  once 
their  virtue  and  common  fenfe  to  reigning  fins  and  follies. 
Not  that,  in  general,  the  public  voice  is  nearly  fo  favourable 
to  wrong  conduft,  as  fome  are  willing  to  imagine.  All,  who 
are  not  guilty  of  it,"  we  may  be  fure  will  difapprove  it.  Many' 
who  are,  condemn  it,  even  in  themfelves.  Nay,  fuehl  as  en- 
courage others  in  it,  often  cenfure  them  for  it  feverely  notwith- 
ftanding.  Or,  Was  every  bad  man  true  to  his  own  bad  caufe,* 
yet  both  their  weight,  and  even  their  number,  is  lefs  confider- 
»ble,  than  they  would  have  it  thought.  The  gay  ahd  the  loud, 
•  the  bold  and  the  forward,  nay  the  great  and  the  noble,  how- 
ever they  fill  the  eye,  are  by  no  means  the  whole  of  the  world : 
but  there  is  reafon  on  many  accounts  to  look  beyond  thefe ;  and 
inquire,  what  the  ferious  and  confiderate,  what  the  generality 
and  bulk  of  mankind,  whom  it  is  neither  modeft  nor  prudent 
to  defpife,  will  think  of  our  conduft;  what  hath  been  the 
judgment  of  time  paft  on  the  like  behaviour;  what  is  likely 
to  be  the  judgment  of  time  to  come ;  ^  when  we  fhall  be  fpoken 
of  without  ceremony,  and  have  the  charafters  that  we  appear 
to  deferve,  indelibly  fixed  on  us  :  a  matter  about  which  we  can 
not  really  be  indifferent,  though  we  may  affedl  it.  * 

^or  ought  the  opinion  of  mankind  only  to  aflSft  in  deterring 
us  from  what  we  know  to  be  wrong  ;  but  reftrain  us  from 
many  things,  that  we  poffibly  imagine  very  allowable.  We 
may  apprehend,  perhaps,  that  fuch  and  fuch  liberties  have  no 
barm  in  them.  But  if  others,  worthy  of  regard,  apprehend 
they  have  ;  may  not  we  be  miftaken  as  eafily  as  they?  And 
is  not  the  fafer  fide  the  better?  Or  were  we  fure  that  we  judge 
right,  is  there  no  deference  owing,  in  point  of  decency,  to  the 
contrary  judgment  ?  efpecially  if  it  be  the  general,  the  cfta- 
bliflied  one  ?  Befides,  may  we  not  endanger  duties  of  great  im- 
portance, by  deftroying  wantonly  even  the  flighter  outworks 
that  defend  them  ?  May  not  our  tranfgrefling  what  is  com- 
monly efleemed  facred,  lead  fome  to  elleem  nothing  facred; 
and  others  to  fufped,  that  we  efleem  nothing  fo  ?  Now  this 
latter   eflTca  alone,  or  any  xhing  that  approaches  towards  it, 
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would  furely  be  very  unddirable.  And  they,  who  have  no 
concern  what  they  are  thought  to  be,  are  in  danger  of  having 
but  little  concern  what  they  do. 

The  apoftle,  having  thus  recommended  every  thing  that  we 
can  difcoyer  to  be  a  law  of  life,  and  every  thing  accounted 
fuch  by  the  wife  and  good,  may  feem  now  to  have  gone  the 
iitmoft  length  that  precept  could  go.  But  he  had  flill  one 
thing  in  referve  for  the  feventh  and  laft  place,  to  complete  and 
crown  the  whole.  Befides  the  conftant  obligations  of  all  mea, 
exprefled  hitherto ;  fome,  indeed  moft,  on  one  occafion  or  ano- 
ther are  qualified  for  aftions  of  diflinguiflied  excellence,  tran- 
fcending  the  common  meafures  of  duty.  And  though  none 
fliould  aim  at  what  is  beyond  his  ftrength,  and  all  fliould  firfl: 
ground  thcmfelves  throughly  in  things  neceflary,  before  thtey 
afpire  farther ;  and  ever  beware  of  doing  the  leaft  evil,  to 
bring  about  the  greatefl  good :  yet  thefe  precautions  being  00- 
ferved,  If  there  he  any  virtue^  and  if  there  he  any  praife  ;  any 
lingular  opportunity  for  exerting  fuperior  goodnefe,  and  itc- 
quiring  proportionable  honour ;  to  this  alfo  the  word  of  God^ 
far  from  difcountenancing  an  ambition  fo  laudable,  excites  and 
encourages  in  the  text.  Here  then  every  one  is  called  forth, 
by  the  voice  of  heaven,  to  every  thing  great  and  good,  that 
Ihall  at  any  time  lie  in  his  power :  to  ferve  his  Creator,  and 
benefit  his  fellow-creatures,  the  moft  eminently  that  he  can^ 
by  all  the  means,  that  his  knowledge  and  wealth,  his  exam- 
.  pie  and  perfuafion^  his  influence  and  authority,  can  fumifh  out. 

And  huffed  is  that  ferv ant ^  whom  his  Lord^  when  hie  cometh^ 
Jhallfindfo  doing  *. 

*  l%efe  then  are  the  things  on  which  the  apoftle  direfts  us 
to  think  :  and  the  general  obferyation  which  I  would  make  up- 
on them,  in  the  fecond  place,  is,  that  we  cannot  think  of  them  in 
earneft,  as  enjoined  by  our  religion^  without  honouring  it  highly, 
and  being  ftrongly  amoved  by  it  to  every  part  of  right  temper  and 
right  conduft.  Such  precepts  evidently  prove,  that  Chriftian-. 
ity  is  not  a  contrivance  to  make  men,  by  faith  in  fpeculationa, 
and  exa6lnefs  in  obfervances,  happy  in  another  world,  without 
being  good  in  the  prefent.  Articles  of  belief,  and  inftitutions 
of  worfhip,  are  inftrUments  only:  proper  indee4,  and  appointed 
'  '    ■  ones  5  ■ 
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o^jcs :  and  wc  muft  never  hope  to  be  amended  or  accepted,  un- 
leJTs  we  take  the  waj  to  be  fo,  which  God  hath  marked  out. 
But  neither  muft  we  hope,  that  a  formal  ufe  of  the  means  will 
be  fufEcient,  without  ferious  care  to  attain  the  end.  Nov)  the 
end  of  the  commandment  is  charity^  love  to  God  and  man, 
out  of  a  pure  hearty  and  of  a  good  confcience^  and  of  faith  un- 
feigned*; which  words  exprefs  the  very  fame  temper  with 
thofc  in  the  text. 

If  then  tbefe  be  the  things,  whjch  mankind  have  need  to 
Ieam»  and  Qod  expeds  ;    it  fhould  be  remembered,   that  thej 
are  taught  in  perfeftion  by  the  fcripture  revelation,   and  the 
methods  of  acquiring  them   tdo  :   that  neither  the  one  nor  the 
6ther,  were  ever  taught,  without  revelation,   either  generally, 
or  ftatedly,  or  without  grofs  defefts  and  errors  :    and  that  they, 
who  rejeft  this  way  of  inftruftion  and  woriBiip,   have  not  pre- 
tended to  fiibftitute  any  other ;  but   fbewn,   by  neglefting  the 
commands,  and  tranfgreffing  the  reftraints,  of  natural  religion, 
that  their  difregard  to  Chriftianity  proceeds  from  bad  motives ; 
and  will  produce,  in  proportion  as  it  increafes  and  fpreads,  the 
Tery  worft  efiFeftsp     Whoever,  therefore,  is  indeed  concerned 
for  true  virtue  and  moral  piety,  will  affedlionately  efteem  thof^ 
incomparable  leflbns  of  each,  which  the  gpfpel  affords  him : 
and  whoever  hath  at  all  a  due  fenle,   how  very  often  he  hath 
violated,  on  one  occafion  or  another,  the  diftates  of  both,  will 
rejoice  from  his  heart  in  thofe  affurances  and  means  of  forgive- 
nefs  for  what  is  paft,  and  afSftance  in  what  is  to  come,  with  • 
which  nothing  but   the  gofpel  can  blefs  him.     For,   however 
thoughtlefs  offenders  may  flatter  themfelves,  every  confiderate 
mind  muft  fee  and  feel,   that  fin  deferves  punifhment,  and  re- 
J)entance  is  not  innocence  ;  that  pardon  and  grace  are  not  debts, 
but  voluntary  favours  ;    and  God   alone  can   inform   his  crea- 
tures with  certainty,  on  what  terms  he  will  beftow  them,  and 
to  what  degree.     Now  he  hath  accordingly  informed  us,   that 
only  faith  in  Chrift,  working  by  love,  availeth  any  thing  f ,  and 
that  fliall  intitle  us  to  every  thing. 

But  then  faith  is  not  mere  belief;  nor  is  love  mere  admira- 
tion, of  the  advantages  and  prom  lies  of  the  gofpel :  but  being 
m%ved  by  thefe  to  an  uniform  praftice  pf  its  laws  is  the  fingle 

«videnc^. 
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evidence  which  proves  their  genuinneefs :  and  unhappily  is  the 
Very  attainment  of  which  the  generality  of  men  fall  fliort. 
Some  there  are,  who  retain  the  name  of  Chriftians^  and  feem 
to  think  it  their  due,   though  perhaps  they  fcarbe   remember 
the  time,  when  they  performed  any  one  a6t  of  Chriftian  devo- 
tion, at  leaft  in  private.     On   public  worfhip,  it  may  be,   o^ 
fome  part  of  it,  they  do  attend  fometimes,  to  fave  appearances^ 
or  in  hop«  of  entertainment,   or  from  a  confufed  notion  of  its 
being,   they  fcarCe  know  why,   a  duty :    but  without  the  leafl 
conception,  almoft,   of  any  further  difference,   between  having 
religion,  and  having  none.     Others,   that   make  a  confcience, 
fuch  as  it  is,   of  part  of  what  they  are  commanded,  have  n6 
regard  at  all  to  the  reft :   but  they  will  be  pious  without  vir-a 
tue,  or  virtuous  without  piety ;  or  they  will  chufe,  juft  as  they 
fancy,  which  of  the  laws  of  either  they  will  obey^  which  they 
will  not.     Even  the  more  truly  good  feldom  think  of  afpiring 
to  eminence  of  goodnefs  :  and  they,  wh6  in  many  refpefts  attain 
high   peVfedlion,  often  fail,    moft  unhappily,    of  adding  the 
beauty  of  holinefs  to  the  reality  of  it,  by  an  amiable  ando- 
"bliging  deportment  and  cottverfation*     Thus  it  comes  to  pafs^ 
that  fome  defpifc  religion,  as  ufelefs ;   and  others  are  difgufted 
with  it,  as  harfii  and  difagreeable  :   that  not  a  few  of  its  profef- 
fors  will  find  it  contribute  only  to  their  heavier  condemnation  5 
and  many  of  thofe  who  are  entitled  to  reward  will  obtain  a 
tnuch  inferior  reward  to  what  they  might  have  done  ;  and  all 
owing  to  the  negleft  of  thinking,  as  they  ought,  on  the  impor- 
tant virtues  recommended  in  the  text.     \\(e  give  much  atten- 
tention  to  low  and  tranfitory  things ;  too  much,  it  may  be  fear- 
ed, to  finful  arid  forbidden  onesi    « We  muft  know  thefe  excel- 
lent qualifications  to  be  the  worthieft  objefts  of  our  thbughts  : 
why  ftiould  they  not  alfo  be  the  moft  conftantly  prefent  to 
them  ?  But  fuppofe  they  were,   it  is  of  no  more  ufe  to  think 
with  fpeculative  delight  on  the  precepts,  than  the  privileges  of 
the  gofpel  r  but  We  fo  niuft  confid^r  both  them  and  ourfelves,  as 
diligently  to  examine,   and  faithfully  bring  to  account  (for  this 
'   the  word  thinking  on  ftriftly  denotes  in  the  oririnal)  our  duty 
and  our  praftice  under  each  article ;  and  compute  the  goodnefs 
6f  our  condition,  riot  by  the'  ftiare  that  we  poffefs,  either  of  the 
gay,  or  the  folemn  trifles,   to  which  alone  men. commonly  at- 
{^d  i    but  folely  by  the  refult  of  this  momentuous   inquiry, 

made 


43i  On  Chrifiian  Perfedton.      Ser.  XXXVII. 

made  with  great  impartialitj,  and  with  eameft  prayer  for  the 
divine  illumination.  Nor  will  thinking  on  our  fpiritual  ftate, 
merelj  enough  to  know  it,  benefit  us ;  withotit  thinking^  ef. 
feftuallj  how  to  mend  and  improve  it :  bj  imploring  God's 
pardon  for  everj  thing  wrong,  and  afcribing  to  his  grace  every 
thing  right  in  us  ;  and  aiking  and  ufing  his  future  ailiftance,  to 
withftand  all  temptation,  and  increafe  in  all  goodnefs.  'Tbefe 
things  J  therefore  J  think  on  and  do  :  and  the  God  of  peace  Jball 
te  with  you  *.  .  • 
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On  tHE  Divine  iNSPiRATidN  of  Scripture;; 


2  Tim.  iii.  i6,  17; 

Altfcripture  is  given  by  infpiratiori  of  God:  tin  J  ii  profitobU 
for  doEirine^  for  reproof  for  correBion^  for  in/lru6iion  in 
righuoufnefs :  that  the  man  of  God  may  he  ferfeB^  throughly 
furnifbed  unto  all  good  viorks, 

IV^AN  is  by  naturef  ignorant  and  though tleft  :  and  therefore' 
wants  information  and  admonitioft.  He  is  alfo  prone  to 
evil,  and  averfe  from  good  :  and  therefore  \«^ant<;  refttaint  from 
the  former,  and  incitement  to  the  latter.  Without  the  afEft- 
ance,  which  we  receive  one  from  another  in  tfcefe  refpefts,  we 
fbould  be  wicked  and  wretched  beyond  imagination.  Bat 
though  we  fliould  be  moft  defeflive  in  a  (late  of  folitudcj  yet 
we  are  very  deplorably  fo,  even  when  joined  to  the  beft  advan- 
tage in  fociety.  Many  points  of  the  utmofl  moment,  relating 
both  to  our  prefent  and  future  condition,  we  either  cannot  dif- 
cover  aC  allj  or  not  with  certainty  :  many,  which  we  might,^ 
not  even  the  wifer,  much  lefs  the  greater  part,  have  in  fa£fc 
known :  and  thofe,  which  hardly  any  cbuld  fail  to  perceive,  all 
have,  more  or  lefs,  failed  to  regard.  Mod  of  thefe  things  ara 
■t'ifibly  mens  own  fault :  and  the  reft  are  no  imputation  upott 
God.  For  unqueftionably  he  may  with  juftiee  place  any  of  hia 
.creatures  in  as  low  a  ftate,  bof  h  of  underftanding  and  moral  abi- 
lity, as  he  pieafes :  provided  he  requires  from  them,  as  he  cer- 
tainly will,  only  in  proportion  to  what  he  hath  given.  And  evert 
his  infinite  goodnefs  canrtot  oblige  him  to  beftow  on  them  greater 
Voi^.  I.  I  I  favour*. 
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favours,  than  his  infinite  wifdom  fees  to  he  proper :  which  it 
is  no  wonder  fliould  a6l  upon  reafons,  to  us  unfearchable.  But 
the  lefs  we  have  ground  to  expect,  the  more  thankfully  we  ought 
to  receive  whatever  notices,  encouragements  or  warnings,  he 
may  vouchfafe  more  immediately  from  himfelf. 

Now  we  have  in  our  hands  a  book,  which  we  call  the 
Bible :  containing  accounts  of  various  communications  made  to 
mankind  by  their  Creator  from  the  beginning  ;  but  principal- 
ly through  the  hands  of  Mofes  and  the  prophets  ;  of  Jefus 
Chrijl  and  his  dirciplcs  ;  together  with  great  numbers  of  moft 
important  confequences  from  thence  refulting.  Both  parts  of 
this  book  are  credibly  affirmed  to  be  written  by  perfons,  who 
muft  in  the  main  have  known  the  truth  or  falfehood  of  what 
they  fay  :  none  of  whom  have  given  grounds  to  fufpeft  their 
veracity ;  but  many,  the  ftrbngell  poflible  grounds  to  rely  on 
it.  They  fiipport  the  authority  of  the  dodrines  and  precepts 
delivered  there  by  exprefs  prophecies  and  public  miracles,  re- 
counted there  alfo  :  which  prophecies  have,  moft  of  them,  un- 
deniably been  fince  fulfilled,  nor  do  any  appear  to  have  failed ; 
and  which  miracles,  though  they  could  never  have  been  ac- 
knowledged if  they  had  not  been  real,  were,  fo  far  as  we  can 
learn,  denied  by  no  one,  either  s^t  the  time  when  they  were  faid 
to  be  done,  or  long  after.  On  the  contrary,  the  Old  Teila- 
ment  hath  always  been  admitted  as  true  and  genuine,  by  the 
whole  Jewiih  nftion:  and  thcf  Pentateuch  in  particular,  ufed 
as  the  law  of  their  country  ;  though  it  appoints  more  things 
than  one  to  be  done,  fo  utterly  and  vifibly  contrary  to  human 
policy,  that  they  muft  proceed  from  Him,  whcfe  extraordinary 
Providence  alone  could  make  them  pra6licable  with  fafetj; 
and  otlicrs,  too  contrary  to  human  inclinations  for  men  to 
have  chofen,  without  being  fure  th;it  God  required  them.  And 
as  to  the  writers  of  the  New  Teftament,  it  is  ftill  more  cer- 
tain, that  their  works  were  pubiilhed  near  the  time  and  in  the 
places,  where  they  aflirm  the  events,  which  they  relate,  came 
^to  pafs  :  th.'it  they  agree  furprillngly  well,  though  in  general 
they  were  unlearned'  perfcns,  and  plainly  had  net  concerted 
their  ftory  together:  th?.t  \\v:y  led  pious  and  virtuous  lives: 
that  they  were  willing  to  i\<irer  deatli  for  thef^ke  of  their  tel- 
timony.  And  accordingly  the  whole  Chriftian  church  from 
its  rife  en^-braced  tier  narrations  with  a  faith, y  which  neither 
artifice  noj-  periecuticu  were  able  to  overturn,  '  or  keep  it  from 
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prevailing  throughout  the  world,  though  contrary  to  the  fa- 
vourite notions  and  vicious  defires  of  all  toankind  :  which  a- 
lone  is  a  proof,  that  the  fads  related  in  them,'  even  the  chofl 
miraculous,  werepreviouQy  known  to  be  true  ;  and  the  doc- 
trines the  fame,  which  had  been  already  taught  by  the  apoftles  : 
elfe  Jews,  Heathens  andChriftiaiis  muft  have  exclaimed  againft 
the  authors,  as  puWifliers  of  falfehoods,  and  they  could  never 
have  obtained  credit.  Some  few  of  their  books  indqed,  (but 
fuch  as  taught  no  one  article  that  is  not  in  the  others,  nor  de- 
nied any  one  that  is)  were  que-ftioned  in  fome  congregations 
for  a  good  while,  perhaps  with  more  caution  than  needed : 
but  were  then  put  on  a  level  with  tjie  reft.  Neither  Tefta- 
ment  is  pretended  to  be  difproved,  but  both  are  confirmed, 
as  far  as  could  be  expefted,  by  fuch  heathen  records  as  are  ex- 
tant :  and  if  either  had  been  confuted  formerly  by  any,  that 
are  now  loft,  it  muft  have  funk ;  which  hath  not  been  the 
cafe.  Each  of  them  furnifties  powerful  internal  evidence  ii^ 
favour  of  itfelf :  each  adds  manifold  ftrength  to  the  other :  and 
no  writings  whatever  ft  and  on  the  credit  of  fuch  numerous 
and  decifive  atteftatlons.  ^ 

Were  we  therefore  to  confider  them  merely  as  compofitions 
of  excellent  men,  well  informed,  and  faithfully  informing  us, 
in  the  beft  manner  they  could,  of  what  it  moft  concerns  us  to 
know,  we  muft  allow  them  to  be  a  moft  valuable  bleffing ;  a 
treafure  unfpeakably  fuperior  to  all  the  other  remains  of  anti- 
quity. But  this  is  much  too  low  an  eftcem  of  them :  they 
were  written  moreover  under  the  fpecial  direftion  of  heaven, 
and  that  for  an  end  no  lefs  important,  than  a  full  f apply  of  our 
fpiritual  wants.  Thefe  two  points  the  apoftle  aflerts  plainly 
in  the  text :  and  I  ftiall  endeavour  to  confirm  and  improve  his 
affertions,  by  fliewing,  in  fome  difcourfes  upon  it, 

I.  That  all  fcripture  is  of  divine  authority. 

II.  That  it  completely  anfwers  every  purpofe  of  religion, 

III.  That  v/e  ought  to  read  andftudy  it  diligently. 

IV.  How  we  may  do  this  to  the  beft  effeft, 

I.  That  all  fcripture  is  of  divine  authority,  or,  in  St.  PauPs 
language,  given  by  infpiration  of  God?  a  pofition, extremely 
requifite  to  be  uriderftood  in  its  true  fenfe,  and  eftabliflied"oh  its 
proper  foundation;  For  fome  have  held  it  to  fignify,  that  e- 
very  fentence  and  word  was  dictated  from  above :  and  confe- 
«aueatly  have  made  room,  without  inteuding  it,  for  as  many 
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plauiible  objeSions,  as  there  are  appearances  of  anj  things 
which  in  refpe£l  of  clearnefs,  elegance,  order,  ftrength,  exceeds 
pot  human  power,  or  falls  beneath  abfolute  perfeftion»  Others, 
efpecially  of  late  years,  partly  to  guard  againft  this  dan^r^ 
and  partly  to  excufe  notions  of  their  own,  which  are  contrary 
to  fcripture,  have  imagined,  that  being  infpired  meant  little 
more  (at  leafl  in  relation  to  th^  hiflorical  and  do&rinal 
books)  than  being  indued  with  a  large  meafure  of  general 
pious  intention :  fo  that,  continuing  to  call  therofel\r€s  Chriili- 
ans,  and  profeffing  a  high  refpeft  for  the  facred  writers  as  good 
men,  they  have  thought  themfelves  Juflified  in  doubting,  or 
even  dilbelieving,  almofl  as  much  as  they  pleafe,  of  what  the 
fcriptures.  teach. 

To  Hate  therefore  and  defend  the  fenfe  of  the  text,  I  fhall 
begin  with  explaining  the  terms.  The  word,  here  tranfla- 
tedy2:r/^/i/r^,  denotes  frequently  in  other  authors  any  writing 
whatever.  Whence  fome  ancient  verfions  render  the  original 
thus  :  .  Every  writing j  given  by  injpiration  of  Gody  is  frqfita^ 
ble,  and  fo  forth  :  leaving  it  undetermined,  which  are  fo  given. 
But  always,  in  the  gofpels  and  epiftles,  it  denotes  that  (Defec- 
tion of  wj-i  tings »  which  the  church  acknowledged  for  its  rule  of 
Jife  and  manners.  When  pur  apoftle  fent  this  epiftle  to  5*- 
snothy^  feyeral  parts  of  the  New  Teftament  were  not  publilh- 
ed,  and  fcarce  any  had  (pread  very  far :  fp  that  he  muft  by 
fcripture  niean  chiefly,  if  not  folely,  the  Old  Teftament.  But 
the  books  of  the  N<ew,  from  their  firft  appearance,  obtained 
the  fame  title  every  where.  St.  Peter  gives  it  by  the  plaineft 
implication  %o  what  St.  Paul  wrote  *  ;  and  doubtlefs  what  he, 
laqd  the  reft  of  the  twelve,  wrote,  equally  defervcd  it.  Infpira- 
tion  is  any  particular  influence  of  .God  on  the  mind;  whence 
we  pray  in  the  communion  fervice,  that  he  would  cleaufe  our 
hearts  by  the  infpiratipn  gf  his  Holy  Spirit.  But,  in  the  cafe 
before  us,  it  tnuft  fignify  fuch  influence,  as  will  be  effectual 
for  the  purpofe  of  writing  fuch  books.  Ar^  of  this  there  may 
be  various  degrees  requifite,  iand  therefore  granted,  according 
to  the  variety  pf  circumftances.  Moving  a  perfon  inwardly 
to  undertake  the  work  is  one  degree.  Superintending  him 
during  the  execution  of  it,  fo  as  to  prefer ve  him  from  any 
fonfiderable  miftake  or  omiflion,  is  another,     Preferving  hiin 
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from  all,  eyen  the  leaft,  is  a  higher  ftill.  Enabling  hisn  tQ 
exprefs  himfelf  in  a  manner  loftier,  clearer,  more  conrincing 
pr  more  affe&ing,  thaa  he  could  have  done  otherwife,  is  yet  a 
further  flep.  Suggeiling  to  him  alfo  the  matter,  which  he 
Ihall  deliver,  goes  beyond  the  fornaer,  efpeciaily  if  he  was  un- 
acquainted with  it  till  then.  And  putting  into  his  mouth  the 
very  words  he  fliall  ufe,  is  the  completed  guidance  that  can  be. 
Now  we  lay  not,  that  God  hath  done  all  thefe  things  in 
every  part  o£  fcripture  :  but  fo  many  in  each  as  were  needfuL 
That  he  direfted  Mo/es  to  write  his  laws  *,  and  I/aiah  ff  an4 
^%elielXt  and  Habakkuk  J,  part  at  lead  of  their  prophecies, 
and  yeremiah  the  whole  of  his  ||,  and  St.  John  the  book  of  Re« 
yelatioa  ^,  they  thetnfelves  pofitively  affure  us  :  and  by  parity 
of  reafofi  we  may  prefume  it  concerning  the  reft  :  nor  can  we 
doubt,  but  that,  writing  iu  obedience  to  his  command,  they 
wrote  fo  as  he  approved.  On  fome  occafions  perhaps  they 
wanted^  and  therefore  had  no  extraordinary  affiftance.  With- 
out this,  the  hiftprians  amongft  them  might  relate  feveral  faS« 
from  their  own  pergonal  knowledge,  others  from  authentic  re- 
cords :  and  Mcfes  might  receive  his  accounts  of  the  earlieft  ages 
from  undoubted  tradition.  For  tradition  was  much  longer  ere- 
/dlble,  when  there  were  burt  few  things  to  commit  to  memory, 
and  there  was  no  other  way  of  preferviag  them,  and  two  or 
three  generations  lafted  many  centuries.  The  writers  of  the 
Pfalms  might  often  chufe  their  own  fnbjeds,  and  treat  them 
fuitably  to  their  own  genius.  The  wife  king,  and  other  com- 
pilers of  the  Proverbs  J  might  perpetuate  their  own  maxims. 
The  authors  of  the  epiftles  may  well  be  fuppofed  to  have  gi- 
yen  the  many  fmall  diredions,  which  we  find  in  them,  folely 
from  the  diftates  of  th^ir  own  prudence*  The  authors  of  all 
the  books  might  be  trufted  very  commonly  to  ufe  their  owa 
ftile  and  method,  (in  w^hich  accordingly  there  is  much  diver- 
(ity)  nay,  even  their  own  illuftrations,  arguments  and  reafon« 
ings,  on  the  points  before  them.  And  yet,  amidft  all  this,  the 
watchful  eye  of  God  might  fufficiently  provide  again  (I  their 
mifleading  into  error  and  fin^  or  omitting  to  infiruft  in  any 
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thing  cffential,  thofc  whom  they  were  appointed  to  make  wiji 
unto  falvation  *. 

That  he  hath  faperintended  them  thus  far,  is  evident  from 
the  neceffity  of  his  doing  it.  The  patriarchal,  Jewifti  and 
Chriftian  revelations,  which  arc  contained,  with  their  princi- 
pal evidences,  in  thefe  books,  could  not  be  known  with  cer- 
tainty othetwife  than  by  means  of  them,  after  fome  time,  tho* 
they  might  at  firft  by  word  of  mouth.  And  therefore  to  pre- 
vent his  gracious  intention  towards  every  fucceeding  genera- 
lion  from  being  fruftrated,  undoubtedly  God  would  take  care, 
that  the  fcripture  fhould  teach  us  infallibly  what  he  required 
us  to  believe  and  do  :  which  was  impoffible,  if  his  truths  and 
tlie  imaginations  of  his  creatures  were  blended  in  them  pro- 
mifcuoufly  :  or  indeed,  if  they  were  only  left  to  exprefs  them- 
fclves  as  they  could,  properly  or  improperly,  concerning  ab- 
ftrufe  and  difficult  matters,  (as  there  are  many  fucji  in  the  fa- 
crcd  writings,)  where  a  fmall  error  in  their  phrafe  might  oc- 
cafion  a  great  one  in  our  belief  or  conduft.  For  on  this  fup- 
poficion,  how  ftiould  we  diftinguifh  with  fafety  in  matters  of 
fuch  moment :  and  where  Ihall  they,  who  rejeft  any  one  arti- 
cle, find  a  fare  place  to  ftop  at  ?  Fatal  experience  hath  proved 
continually  that  they  can  fihd  none.  And  confequently  our 
wife  and  good  Maker  would  efFeftually  preferve  writings  of 
fuch  infinite  importance,  not  only  from  grofs  errors,  but  from 
the  very  fmalleft  in  faith  or  pradice,  and,  one  fhould  think,  in 
arguings  and  fafts  alfo :  the  former  being  often  affefted  by  the 
latter. 

But  this  is  not  all :  he  muft  have  interpofed  much  farther. 
We  find  pafiages  throughout,  fo  fublime,  fo  pathetic,  full  of 
fuch  energy  and  force  upon  the  heart  and  confcience  ;  yet 
without  the  leaft  appearance  of  labour  and  fludy  for  that  pur- 
pofe  :  indeed  the  defign  of  the  whole  is  fo  noble,  fo  well  fuited 
to  the  fad  condition  of  human  kind ;  the  morals  have  in  them 
fuch  purity  and  dignity  ;  the  doarines  are  many  of  them  fo 
much  above  reafon,  yet  all  of  them  fo  reconcileable  with  it; 
the  expreffion  is  fo  majeftic,  yet  familiarifed  with  fuch  eafy 
Simplicity ;  that  the  more  we  read  and  fludy  thefe  books  with 
pious  difpofitions  and  judicious  attention,  the  more  we  fliall 
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fee  and  feel  of  the  hand  of  God  in  them  ;  and  without  fixing 
diilindly  on  this  or  that  text,  be  fullj  fatisfied  in  the  grols, 
that  no  mere  men,  and  yet  lefs  unlearned  men,  as  feveral  of 
the  writers  were,  could  ever  approach  to  fuch  perfedion,  {far 
fuperior  ,to  that  of  the  mbft  admired  heathens,)  without  being 
raifed  vaftly  above  themfelves  by  fupematural  aid.  But  thea 
ii  we  confider  alfo  the  accurate  agreement  and  correfpondcnce 
of  the  feveral  parts,  though  of  very  different  natures,  written 
at  very  different  times,  under  very  different  difpenfations  'of 
religion,  and  fcenes  of  worldly  affairs ;  that,  numerous  and 
various  as  they  are,  they  unite  neverthelefs  into  one  confident 
and  connefted  fcheme,  and  the  more  evidently  fo,  the  ftri£ler 
inquiry  is  made  into  it ;  this  will  greatly  flrengthen  the  proof 
of  divine  fuggeftions,  as  well  as  reftraints.  For  fuch  harmony 
mud  proceed  from  one  original  plan,  formed  in  the  mind  of 
God,  portions  of  which  only  were  communicated  to  the  feve- 
ral publilhers  of  it ;  yet  each  of  them  was  influenced  from  a<- 
bove  to  fo  pundual  an  execution  pf  his  refpe&ive  truft,  that 
what  he  faid,  perfeftly  tallied  with  what  he  was  ignorant  of, 
till  at  length  the  whole  was  completed  by  our  bleffed  Redeem*, 
cr ;  in  whom  all  the  buildings  fitly  framed  together^  grew  up  in^ 
to  a  holy  temple  in  the  Lord*. 

But  after  this  general  view,  let  us  enter  into  fome  partlcu-* 
lars.  The  Mofaic  law,  if  at  all  from  God,  was  didated  by 
God  :  for  it  affirms  itfelf  to  be  fo.  The  contents  of  the  pro- 
phetic books  are,  predidions  of  future  events,  and  commiflions 
to  deliver  fuch  and  fuch  inilruftions  to  the  people,  Thefe  al- 
fo, if  true,  (as  the  completions  of  the  former  demonftrate  that 
they  were,)  mufl  have  been  fuggefted.  One  of  the  prophets 
declares,  that  he  heardy  but  underjiood  not  f .  Others  of  them 
3t.  Peter  defcribes,  as  diligently  fearching  into  the  times  and 
circumftances,  to  which  their  mfeffages  related  f.  And  pro-, 
bably  they  all  apprehended  the  meaning  of  a  great  part  of 
them  but  imperfc^ly.  Now  we  may  be  certain,  that  God 
would  effeclually  incline  them  to  deliver  thefe,  by  ufing  the 
very  words  which  they  received.  And  in  the  refts  they  would 
of  courfe  endeavour  it,  and  have  their  memories  undoubtedly 
ftrengthened,  as  far  as  needed,  to  perform  it.  Some  revela- 
tions 
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tions  Indeed  were  made  to  them,  not  by  words,  but  by  vifiUe 
appearances,  or  impreffions  on  their  imagination.  Here  again 
we  cannot  queftion,  but  they  were  enabled  to  relate  them  in 
proper  terms.  Farther  yet :  many  of  the  Pfalms  are  plainly 
prophetical^  and  even  the  hiftorical  books  contain  prophecies : 
thefe  alfo  muft  hare  been  fuggefted  from  above.  The  veiy 
hiftories  are,  fome  of  them,  fuch  as  man  could  not  know,  feme 
fuch,  as  in  all  likelihood  the  writers  did  not  know  of  them* 
felves,  or  from  other  men  :  therefore  God  muft  have  comma-* 
Bleated  them  too.  And  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of 
fcripture  are  fuch  numbers  of  things  of  fuch  exalted  excellency, 
that  we  may  well  fay  of  the  writer,  concerning  each  of  them, 
ts  our  Saviour  doth  to  St.  Peter  :  Flejb  and  blood  bath  not  re* 
veaied  it  unto  thee^  but  my  Father  which  is  in  heaven  *•     < 

However,  as  we  Chriftians  arc  *moft  immediately  concerned 
.  with  the  New  Teftament,  and  proving  its  divine  authority  fin* 
gly,  will  prove  that  of  the  Old,  which  is  every  where  aflerted 
in  it,  I  fliall  dwell  upon  this  point  more  largely. 

The  evangelifls  give  us  not  only  a  circumfiantial  account 
of  our  Saviour's  journics,  miracles,  fufferings,  refurreftion,  but 
frequent  narrations  of  his  difcourfes  likewife :  fome  of  them 
Tery  long,  all  of  them  together  making  up  near  half  the  gof- 
pels ;  and  St.  yohn^  who  wrote  the  laft,  hath  the  moft  of  them- 
We,  who  have  heard  and  read  them  frequently,  were  we  now 
to  read  one  of  the  larger  again,  fhould  fcarce  be  able  to  repeat 
It,  without  confiderable  omiffions,  nay,  without  variations  al- 
tering the  fenfe.  The  difciples  at  the  time  were  far  from  com- 
prehending them  all :  it  is  nowhere  affirmed,  that  they  wrote 
any  of  them  down,  till  fevefal  years  after :  probably  fome  of 
the  gofpels  were  not  publiflied  within  twenty  or  thirty  years 
of  more.  Yet  a  fmall  failure  in  reprefenting  the  dodlrine  of 
their  Matter,  his  vindications  of  himfelf,  his  prediftions  of  fu- 
ture events,  nay,  any  thing  of  moment,  that  he  did  or  that  be- 
fell him,  (efpecially  confidering  how  many  things  were  fore- 
told concerning  him)  might  have  been  extremely  detrimental 
to  Chriftianity.  And  therefore  aflu redly  they  would  never 
have  dared  to  fpecify  fuch  a  variety  of  particulars,  both  faid 
and  done  ;  or  if  they  had,  could  never  have  agreed  fo  well  irf 

them^ 
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them,  without  ftipenuitural  affillance.  But  they  well  knew 
thej  fhould  have  it. 

Our  Saviour,  before  his  death,  promifed  them,  that  the  Holy 
Ghojljbotld  teach  them  all  things^  and  bring  all  things  to  their 
remembrance,  whatfoever  he  bad /aid  to  them  *,  and  guide  them 
into  all  truth  f .  He  aiTured  them,  it  was  expedient  for  them 
that  he  Jbould  go  away^  becaufe,  till  then,  he  could  not,  con- 
fiftentlj  with  the  purpofes  of  infinite  wifdom,  fend  the  Spirit 
to  them  X  :  whence  it  muft  follow,  that  bj  the  aid  of  the  Spi- 
rit, they  were  as  fecure  from  error,  as  if  they  had,  (what  af-* 
ter  they  were  difperfed  to  preach  the  gofpel  was  impoOGible} 
Chriil  bodily  prefent  with  them,  to  aik  concerning  the  things 
which  they  had  heard  or  feen.  He  told  them  farther,  that 
when  they  ihould  be  brought  before  governors  and  kings  to  bear 
teftimony  for  him,  it  Jhould  be  given  them^  tn  that  fame  hour^ 
what  they  fhould  fpeak  :  for^  faith  he,  it  is  not  ye  that  f peak ^ 
hut  the  Spirit  of  your  Father^  which  fpeaketh  in  you  ^  To 
pretend,  that  this  promife  means  only  courage  and  prefence  of 
mind,  is  contrary  to  all  reafon,  and  all  ufe  of  fcripture  lan- 
guage. And  if  it  means,  21s  it  evidently  doth,  divine  fuper- 
intendence  j  they  certainly  wanted,  and  therefore  would  have, 
at  leaft  as  much  of  it,  when  they  wrote  books,  which  God 
forefaw  (whether  they  did  or  not)  muft  be  the  only  ftanding 
rule  of  Ghriftian  faith  for  ever,  as  when  they  fpoke  occafioa- 
ally  before  this  or  that  heathen  magiftrate. 

The  affurances,  which  he  vouchfafed  to  them,  we  read,  were 
fully  made  good.  After  his  refurreftion  he  faid  to  them.  As 
ii>e  Father  hath  fent  me^  even  fo  fend  I  you  :  then  he  breathed 
pn  them,  and  faid^  Receive  ye  the  Holy  Ghojl  ||.  After  his  af- 
cenfion,  they  were  filled  with  hi3  gifts  yet  more  abundantly, 
fpake  wiih  other  tongues^  as  the  Spirit  gave  them  utterance  ^ ; 
difcemed  the  fecrets  of  mens  hearts,  foretold  things  to  come, 
performed  the  very  greateft  of  miracles,  had  frequent  revela- 
tioiis  from  above,  feem  to  have  done  nothing  of  moment  with- 
out an  efpecial  guidance.  Surely  then,  they,  who  were  thus 
tinder  God's  direftion,  did  not  write  the  New  Teft»ment  with- 
out it :  they  who  confirmed  in  this  manner  what  they  taught. 

Vol.  I.  3  K  were 
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were  not  capab^le  of  leaving  unmentioned  any  fundamental 
truth,  and  yet  lefs  of  teaching  any  error. 

Now  two  of  thefe,  Matthew  and  ^ohn^  apojftles  and  compa- 
nions of  our  Lord,  are  alfo  evangelifts.  The  latter  was  pecu- 
liarly beloved  of  our  Saviour,  while  on  earth,  and  afterwards 
faw  in  vifion,  and  heard  from  his  mouth,  and  t}iat  of  an  angel, 
all  that  is  contained  in  the  book  of  Revelation  ;  whence  we 
not  only  infer  its  infallible  authority,  but  are  ftrongly  con- 
iirmefl  in  pur  belief,  that  the  Spirit  of  'Jefus  was  prefent  with 
him  in  writing  his  gofpel  and  epiftles  alfo.  The  two  x)ther 
evangelifts  indeed,  Mark  and  Luke^  were  not  apoftles :  but 
their  works  were  approved  by  St.  Peter  and  St.  Paul^  who 
*rere :  and  all  the  four  gofpels  have  ever  been  held  in  equal 
efteem.  The  book  of  ABs  is  a  fequel  of  the  third,  which  the 
writer  would  not  fail  to  lay  before  the  lame  apoftle,  who  had 
infpefted  his  gofpel :  efpe9ially  as  it  principally  relates  to  him, 
and  eads  at  the  time  when  they  were  together  at  Rome^  and 
at  full  leifure  to  revife  it  jointly. 

It  is  true,  St.  Paul  himfelf  was  not  one  of  the  twelve.  But 
he  was  not  a  whit'  behind  the  very  chief eji  of  them  *  ;  being 
miraculoufly  called  to  fee  that  juji  one^  to  hear  the  voice  of  his 
mouth  f,  and  .to  receive  his  gofpel,  not  of  man^  hut  hy  the  im- 
inediate  revelation  ofjefus  GhriJiX*  Certainly  jthen  he  was 
not  fuffcred  either  to  mifreprefent  or  fupprefs  any  part  of  it,, 
whether  fpeaking  or. writing,  or  to  deliver  any  thing,  as  com-, 
prehended  in  it,  which  was  not.  But  let  us  hear  what  he 
faith  of  his  own  preaching.  We  fpeak  the  things  given  unta 
us  of  God,  not  in  the  words  which  man^s  wifdom  teacheth^  hut, 
which  the  Holy  Ghojl  teacheth  §.  When  ye  received  the  word 
of  God^  which  ye  heard  of  us^  ye  received  itj  not  as  the  word 
of  men,  hut  as  it  is  in  truths  the  worJ  of  God  |).  Let  us  heat 
wliat  he  faith  of  his  own  epiftles.  If  any  man  think  himftlf  a 
prophet  or  fpiritual^  that  is,  indued  with  fupcrpatural  gifts, 
kt  him  acknowledge^  that  the  things^  whicJ^  I  writ^  unto  you^ 
are  the  commandments  of  the  Lord  ^.  He  therefore^  that  de-; 
fpifeth,  defpifeth  not  man^  but  Cpdy  whq  bath  alfo  given  unto 
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*j  bis  Holy  Spirit  *.  Yet  we  maj  be  confident,  that  he  did 
not'hoajl  of  hirnfelf  beyond  his  meafure\^  ov  dare  to  /peak  of 
nny  things  which  Chrifibad  not  wrought  by  him^  to  make  the 
Gentiles  dbediint^  by  nOord  and  deed^  by  mighty  Jigns  and  won^ 
dersj  by  the  power  of  the  Spirit  ofGodX.  And  obferve,  he 
doth  not,  after  ^U  this,  any  where  exalt  himfelf  above'the  ox 
ther  apoftles  :  but  he  places  all  the  apoftles  above  the  pro-, 
phets  §  :  which  likewife  in  efFe6!  St.  Peter  doth,  when  having 
firft  exhorted  Ghriftians  to  be  mindful  of  the  wordsy  which  were 
fpoketi  hefofe  by  the  holy  prophets^  h«  adds,  in  yet  ftrongef 
terms,  and  of  the  commandment  qfus^  the  apoftles  of  the  Lord 
and  Sa¥iour\\.  St.  yohn  alibj  in  his  firft  epiftle,  ufes  lan- 
guage, in  general,  of  the  fame  high  import.  He  that  knoweth 
Gody  hearetb  us  :  he  that  if  not  of  Gody  heareth  not  us.  Here^ 
by  know  we  the  fpirit  of  truths  and  thefpirit  of  error  ^.  Could 
fuch  eminent  faints,  could  any  religious  and  humble,  or  com«t 
monly  honeft,  men,  provoke  Ood^  and  attempt  to  deceive  their 
fellow-creatures,  by  making  fuch  claims  as  thefe,  without  foun^ 
dation  ?  Would  not  he  inftantly  have  Withdrawn  his  gifts  from 
them  ?  Would  not  their  eriviers  and  rivals,  for  fuch  there  were^ 
have  expofed  them  ?  Would  not  all  Chriftians  by  common  con-4 
fent  have  rejeifted  them  ?  Certainly  they  would  :  yet  certainhr 
they  did  juft  the  Contrary. 

The  only  two  Writers  6f  the  New  Teftamentf  whotn  I  havei 
"  tiot  yet  named  particularly,  are  St.  James  and  *  St.  Jude  :  of 
whom  it  may  be  very  fufficieftt  to  obferve^  that  they  were 
both  apoftles,  and  near,  kinfmen  of  our  Lord,  and  therefore 
might  well  expect  the  fame  regard  with  the  reft  ;  which j  by 
the  whole  tenour  of  their  epiftles^  they  appear'  to  doj  though 
without  demanding  it  fo  exprefsly,  for  which  they  had  proba«4 
bly  no  occaiion. 

Still  we  acknowledge,  that  fome  Chriftians  at  Antiocb  dif* 
J)uted  one  part  of  \^hat  Paul  aifcd  Barnabas  taught  there  i  and 
aftferwards,  when  the  apoAles  hfeld  a  cotrncil  at  Jerufalem  upon 
It,  certain  Pharifees^  who  were  believers,  debated  the  fame 
J>oint  **.  But  no  wonder,  if  new  converts,  full  of  old  preju-» 
dices,  were  backward  to  part  with  them,  where  the  honour  of 
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the  law  feemed  to  be  impaired  by  it,  confidering  how  obfti- 
natelj  i:efra£lory  tfayeir  forefathers  had  been  ta>  knowi^  prophets, 
aad  tb  Mo/es  himfelf.  However,  b^ing  with  great  condefoeiv- 
fion  heard,  then  iaftrufted  by  St*  yamct  and  St.  Feter^  they 
fubmitted.  Yet,  we  own  farther,  in  the  decree  made  on  thi^ 
occafion,  where  the  apoftles  fay,  It  bath  Jeemed  gop4  tq  the 
Holy  Ghoji  and  to  us,  they  join  the  ciders  and  brethren  with 
them.  5ut  fo  doth  St.  Paul  join  otoe  or  other  with  him  in  no 
kfs  than  eight  of  his  epiftles  * :  ajod  in  both  cafes,  the  meaning 
plainly  is,  not  tp  allow  them  equal  authority,  bii^  mfii^iy  tQ 
exprefs  their  concurrence. 

Indeed  the  apoftles  themiielves  were  not  led.  into  all  truth 
«t  once :  but  this  is  very  coiififtent  with,  b^ing  fecurcd  from 
any  error.  They  were  alfo  liable  to  aft  imprudently :  as 
St.  Peter  did,  when  he  feparated  himfelf  from  the  Gentile^ 
at  Antiocb^  fearing  to  oSend  the  believing  yeivs^  for  whi<;h 
St.  Paul  blamed  him+;  and  as  perhaps  even  Paul  too  did, 
when  not  knowiog  the  high  priieft,  he  reproved  him  fo  f€-» 
^  yerely,  though  defervedly  J.  But  there  was  npt  the  leaft.falfe* 
hood  averted  by  either :  and  the  behaviour  of  both  turned 
to  the  advantage  of  Chriftianity.  Some  have  obje^ed  tp  th< 
infpiration  of  the  latter,  that  in  one  place  he  only  faith.  He 
ilnnks  he  bath  the  Spirit  of  God  ^.  ,  But  this  ironical  feemiog 
doubt  was  defigned  to  imply  the  ftrongeft  .affirmation,  and  to 
put  his  adverfaries  to  fliame.  They  obje(9:  alfo^  tb^t  in  the 
fame  chjrpter  he  diilinguiihes  the  direftions,  which  Chriil  had 
«glven  in  perfon,  from  his  own  [|.  And  he  dol^  fo  :  but  what 
is  this  more  than  a  moft  amiable  expreffion  of  humility,  and 
refpeft  to  his  dear  Lord  ?  A.  few  perfons  have  likewife  appre- 
hended, that  when  he  faith  to  the  Corinthians,  We  Jhall  not 
alljleep^  hut  we  jhalt  all  he  changed  ^ ;  and  again  to  the.  Thef- 
Jcdoniansy  For  this  we  fay  unto  you^  by  the  word  of  the  Lord, 
that  we  which  are  alive,  and  remain  unto  the  coming  of  the 
Lord,  Jhall  not  prevent,  go  to  heaven  before,  thofe  which  are 
ajleep  **  ;  he  meant,  that  the  general  refurreftion  was  to  be  in 
his  days,  and  therefore  erred.     But  plainly  he  did  not :  for  in 
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his  fecond  epiftle  to  the  htt^r,  written  the  faaie  jeart  he  cau- 
tions them  againft  xodfttaderftaading,  (as  it  feems  thej  fome  of 
them  had  done,)  what  he  laid  on  that  head  in  his  firft ;  and 
mentions  thi^gs^  which  were  to  intervene  between  his  own 
dajs  and  the  refarre&ion,  and  muft  take  up  time  *•  In  othor 
epiftles  too  he  fpeaks  of  his  own  djing,  fiift  as  likeljf,  then 
as  certain  to  happen  foon  t*  And  therefore  bj  We^  in  the 
pkces  obje6ted,  he  meant  onlj  in  genetal»  we,  or  fuch  cd[  as, 
Chriftians :  not  defigning  to  intimate,  that  he  himfelf  fiiouid 
be  one  of  the  number.  In  this  fenie  he  frequently  ufes  boti^. 
We  and  even./,  etfewhero,  as  many  apprQved  Mitbors  have 
done  in  di&ceot  nations  and  ages. 

ObyeAions  have  been  raUed  againft  various  pailages  of  holjr 
writ,  befides  the  above-mentioned.  ScHEne  have  been  thought 
hard  to  reooncSe  with  the  moral  attributes  of  God:  fome  wkk 
each  other.  To  examine  them  here  paTticularlj  would  fae> 
'  iB4ich  too  long.  General  obfervations,  capable,  I  hope,  of  re*, 
moving  or  obviating  the  principal  difficulties,  efpeciallj  of  the 
former  fort,  ihall,  God  willing,  be  made  iu  the  fequel  of  thefe 
difcourfes.  But  Without  doing  that,  it  might  be  fufficient  to 
fay,  that  reafonable  aafwers  have  been  already  ^ven  to  them: 
that  many  of  them,  which  once  appeared  to  be  of  the  greatdfc 
importance,  have  been  fully  fliewn  to  be  of  none :  from  whence 
alone  we  may  juftly  prefume,  that  whatever  is  wanting  to  clear 
up  the  reft,  will  be  fupplied  in  time  by  the  bleffing  of  God  oa 
the  continued  labours  of  pious  and  learned  men  :  and  that  in 
the  mean  while,  inftead  of  thinkmg  ill  of  the  fcriptuves,  we 
ought  to  think  humbly  of  ourfelves,  and  be  perfuaded^  that  lA 
thefe  points  we  do  not  underftand  them  §• 

Such,  as  were  moft  eminent  for  piety  and  knowledge,  and 
have  enjoyed  the  greateft  advantages  for  judging  of  fcripturev 
have  always  efteemed  it  of  divine  original.  The  Chriftians 
of  the  firft  and  fecond  centuries,  who  muft  have  known  per* 
fonally,  whether  the  books  of  the  New  Teftament  wette  au- 
thentic, who  had  been  companions  of  the  apoftles  and  their 
immediate  fucceflbrs,  who  muft  have  been  taught  by  them, 
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what  honour  both  teilaments  deferved,  and  would  have  beek 
reftrained  by  them  from  paying  thetn  too  much,  paid  them 
the  Very  higheil.  All,  who  came  after,  exalted  them  above 
the  moft  valuable  compoiitions  of  the  mod  e^rly  fathers,  by 
the  ftrongeft  expreflions  of  peculiar  regard :  and  this  regard 
was  univerfal.  None  but  the  abfurdeft  and  vileft  of  heretics 
refufed,  and  that  on  the  pooreft  pretences,  to  be  tried  by  their 
.authority.  All  others,  whatever  elfe  they  di£%red  in,  agreed 
in  acknowledging  the  infallibility  of  the  bible,,  to  which  they 
were  forced  to  attempt  reconciling  theif  tenets,  as  well  as  they 
could.  In  later  days,  we  coafefs,  Papifts  have  fpoken  flightly 
of  it,  and  libertines  much  worfe :  both  however  for  bad  rea^ 
ions ;  becaufe  it  condemns  the  religious  notions  and  pradices 
of  the  former,  and  the  irreligious  ones  of  the  latter.  But  aM 
unprejudiced  and  ferious  men,  in  proportion  to  their  natural 
abilities,  acquired  knowledge,  and  attention  to  ftudy  it,  have 
held  it  to  this  day  in  reverence  :  and  in  proportion  as  that  re** 
verence  hath  influenced  their  hearts  and  lives,  have  been  ez» 
^  ^mples  and  bleflings  to  all  aroqnd  them. 

Let  us  therefore  walk  in  their  fteps,  and  be  heartily  thank* 
ful ;  iirft,  that  God  hath  not  left  us  (undeferving  wretches  ^ 
we  are)  to  our  own  conjeAures  and  imaginations  concerning 
what  we  are  to  believe  and  to  do,  to  hope  and  to  fear,  but 
xnade  gracious  difcoveries  of  hiinfelf,  his  will  and  purpufes,  to 
mankind  ;  then,  that  he  hath  not  left  thefe  difcoveries  to  come 
down  to  us,  and  our  poftefity,  through  the  uncertain  convey- 
ance of  oral  tradition,  which  .quickly  fails,  or  of  cafual  writers, 
who  might  err  in  fome  points  neceffary,  and  pafs  by  others 
unmentioned ;  but  hath  excited  fit  perfons  to  record  his  truths; 
exalted  their  faculties,  and  ftrengthened  their  memories,  where 
it  was  needful ;  fuggefted  to  them  many  things,  watched  over 
them  in  all.  Let  us  receive  their  communications  with  the 
utmoft  refpeft,  and  read  them  with  the  utmoft  care,  as  the 
meand  of  our  falvation  :  and  if  amidil  a  great  deal,  that  is  high- 
ly ufeful  and  incomparably  excellent,  we  meet  fometimes  with 
things,  for  which  we  are  unable  to  account ;  let  us  indeed  feek 
for  Solutions  diligently,  and  be  willing  to  admit  any  fair,  any 
poffible  one,  rather  than  a  miftake  in  the  facred  writings  :  but 
though  we  fliould  meet  with  no  fplutidn,  let  us  confider,  that 
tumble  faith  becomes  u§  much  better  than  haughty  contra- 
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dlAion  ;  modefl  fufpenfe,  than  rafli  pofitivenefs  :  for  that  God 
knows  every  thing,  and  we  know  little  ;  that  others  perhaps 
ftow,  and  we  ourfelves  after  farther  inquiry,  may  fee  very  dif- 
tindly  what  at  prefent  we  fee  not  at  all;  and,  (which  alone 
may  fuffice  to  our  fdtlsfadlion)  that  whatever  elfe  may  be  dark 
or  doubtful,  or  feem  exceptionable,  there  is  abundantly  enough, 
clearly  and  indifputably  written,  to  anfwer  the  end  of  all ;  that 
we  may  believe^  that  Jefus  is  the  Chrijl  the  Son  of  Godj  and  that 
pelieving^  we  may  have  life  through  his  name  *• 

•John  XX.  31. 
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Oy  THE  Usefulness  of  Sgriptu&e. 


2  Tim.  ill.  i6,  17, 

Allfcripture  is  given  by  infpiration  of  God:  and  is  profitabk 
for  doBriniy  for  reproof  for  correSHon^  for  in/lruBion  in 
righteoufnefs  :  that  the  man  of  God  may  be_perfeSi^  tbroughlj 
furnifhed  unto  all  good  works* 

I.  TN  my  preceding  difcourfe  I  proved  to  you  the  divine  au- 
thority of  fcripture ;  and  now  go  on,  as  was  propofed,  to 
fbew, 

II.  Its  complete  ufefulnefs.  This  the  apoffle  hath  exprefled 
by  fayiijg,  it  is  profitable  for  do&rine^  or  teaching  religious 
truths ;  for  reproof  or  confutation  of  the  oppofite  notions  and 
practices  \,for  correBion^  that  is,  amendment  of  thofe,  whom 
it  reproves ;  for  inftruSion  in  righteoufnefs^  that  is,  leading 
good  perfons  on  to  ftill  higher  degrees  of  perfeaion. 

Had  the  writers  of  it  been  left  to  themfelves,  yet  being 
worthy  men,  and  well  informed  of  what  they  wrote,  it  .would 
have  been  extremely  ufefuL  But  as  they  were  fuperintended 
by  the  Spirit  of  God,  it  muft  J)e  unfpeakably  more  fo  :  in  par* 
ticular,  becaufe  we  may  with  abfolute  fecurity  rely  on  it  in  all 
points.  Whatever  it  teaches,  we  may  fafely  learn ;  and  it 
teaches  the  whole  of  Chriftianity  5  the  hiftorical  fa^s,  the  ar« 
tides  of  faith,  the  rules  of  life,  the  promifes,  the  threatenings, 
the  exhortations,  the  examples.  Frofn  fcripture  chiefly,  and 
aimed  folely,  we  come  to  know,  that  God  is  infinitely  per- 
fe£l,  and  made  the  world ^  that  man  is  fallen  and  redeemed; 

that 
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that  he  hath  eternal  happinefs  or  miferj  fet  before  him ;   and 
what  the  means  are  of  procuring  the  one,  and  avoiding  the  o- 
ther.     For  reafon  could  difcover  but  little  of  thefe  things,   and 
did  difcover  much  lefs  :    and  tradition  is  unable  to  convey  anj 
thing  far  down  with  certainty.     In   this  narrow  compafs  lies 
the  proof,   and  it  is  a  complete  proof,  of  the  benefits  that  we 
may  receive  from  holy  writ.     However  it  hath  gracioufly  con- 
defcended  to  invite  us  to  partake  of  them,   by  fpecifying  them 
more  diftindlly.     I  fhall  only  mention  a  few  of  thofe,   which 
are   enumerated   in  one  Pfalm,   the   119th.     You  will  judge 
from  thence  of    the   reft.     IVberewithal  Jhall  a  young    man 
cleanfe   his  way?    Even    by  ruling  him/elf  after  thy  word** 
'uhy  words  have  I  hid  within  my  hearty  thet  I  might  not  Jin  «- 
gainjl  thee\»      l^hy  tejllm-jnics  are   my  delight  and  my  counfeU 
lors  f.    So  Jhall  I  have  wherewith  to  anfwerhim^  that  reproach' 
eth  me  :  for  I  trujl  in  thy  word\^     I  will  walk  at  liberty^  for 
Ifeek  thy  commandments  ^.      Hhy  Jlatutes  have  been  my  Jongs 
in  the  houfe  of  my  pilgrimage  j).    'The  law  of  thy  mouth  is  dear^ 
er  unto  me^    than  thoufands  of  gold  andjiher  *  *.     If  my  de^ 
light  had  not  been  in   thy  law,   IJhould  have  peri/hed  in  my 
trouble  j-f.      Through  thy  com?nandment   I  get   underjlanding ; 
therefore  I  hate  all  evil  ways  Xt'    T%y  word  is  a  lamp  unto  my 
feet,   and  a  light   unto  my  paths  \^,      Thy  tejlimonies  have  I 
claimed  as  mine  heritage  for  ever  :  and  why  ?  they  are  the  very 
joy  of  my  heart  %%*     Great  peace  have  they,   which  love   thy 
law,   and  nothing  f jail  ojfend  them  ||||.     Thefe  and  many  other 
advantages,    which  the  infpired  writings  afcribe  to  themfelves, 
are  alfo  in  reafon  to  be  expected  from  them;    the  authors  had 
experienced    them  ;    all    pious    men    have    experienced    them 
fince  ;    every  one,  that  v/iil,  may  at  this  hour.   '  And  therefore 
I  fliall  enlarge  no   farther  at  prefent  on  the  direft  evidence  of 
them  ;  but  proceed  to  anfwer  the  objeclions  of  thofe,  who  are 
hindered  by  unjuil  prepoffeffions  from  trying  them :   who  either 
contefl  the  ufefulnefs  of  fcripture,  4n  order  to  overturn  its  au- 
thority J    or,    which  is   wonderfully  inccniiilent,   think  very 
lowly  of  the  former,  while  they  acknowledge  the  latter.     For 
I  fear  many  entertain  injurious  opinions  of  the  word  of  God, 
without  daring  to  own  it,  even  to  themfelves:    which  influence 
Vol.  I.  3  L  "  them 
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them  powerfully,  though  fecretly,  firft  to  read,  then  to  efteem 
it^  lefs  and  lefs  ;  then  to  indulge  a  life  unfuitable  to  it,  and 
perhaps  in  the  lad  place  to  reje6l  it  entirely.  Thefe  enfnaring 
fentinients  therefore  I  Ihall  pliainly  bring  forth  into  joilr  view 
without  difguife,  and  confute  them  ;  that  you  m^y  have  an- 
fwers  ready  to  the  bad  fuggeftions  of  other  men,  or  your  lown 
minds.  .  -       ^ 

It  is  faid  then,  that  thefe  books  are  not  in  our  own  lan- 
guage, but  in  tranflations,  which  moft  of  us  mufi  take  upon 
trufl,  and  which  often  diiFer.  But  have  men  the  leaft  pre- 
tence to  fay,  that  God'fliall  not  inftrucl:  them,  unlefs  he  will 
convey  his  inftrudions  to  them  in  all  the  feveral  tongues  ot 
the  feveral  countries  and  ages  of  the  world?  Is  it  not  better, 
that  he  fliould  give  them  in  any  one,  than  in  none  ?  Are  v;t 
not  informed  by  tranflations  of  the  moft  important  events,  that 
have  paffed  formerly  upon  earth  ?  Do  not  moft  of  the  fubjefts 
of  fome  large  empires  to  this  day  learn  the  will  of  their  fo- 
vereign  from  tranflations  ?  And  what  if  the  tranflations  of  fome 
parts  ©f  fcripture  vary  ?  They  agree  in  the  mdn  :  and  there 
can  be  no  grofs  impofitiohs  ;  becaufe  the  clergy  of  one  commu- 
nion will  be  fure  to  deteft  thofe  of  others  in  fuch  attempts  ;  and 
there  are  multitudes  of  learned  laity  alfo  in  lands  of  freedom ; 
and  it  is  the  common  intereft  of  all  perfons  not  to  be  deceived." 
It  is  faid  further,  that  one  ihould  e:5cpe6l  a  book,  written  bj 
direftioh  from  God  for  inftrudling  the  /world  in  religion,  to  be 
a  fliort  plain  methodical  fyftem  of  belief  and  practice,  unin- 
cumbered with  any  other  matters :  and  the  bible  is  quite  a 
diflferent  thing.  But  is  not  the  whole  fyftern  of  nature,  and 
the  whole  condudt  of  Providence,  quite  a  different  thing  from 
what  one  fliould  have  cxpefted  ?  Had  we  been  fet  to  imagine 
before-hand,  what  fort  of  a  world  God  would  create,  and  in 
what  manner  he  would  govern  it ;  we  fliould  none  of  us  have 
pitched  on  fuch  a  creation  and  government,  as  we  fee  in  fa& : 
but  had  the  fcheme  of  either  come  into  our  thoughts,  we 
fliould  probably  have  fancied  there  were  innumerable  and  in- 
fiiperable  objeclions  againft  it.  And  hence  we  fliould  learn, 
that,  in  the  cafe  of  revelation  alfo,  our  fancies  are  not  the  mea- 
fure  of  God's  proceedings  ;  but  we  are  humbly  to  acquiefce  in 
whatever  it  appears  by  proper  evidence  that  he  hath  done,  and 
not  ereft  ourfj^lves  into  judges  of  what  he  ought  to  do,  or  in 
^h£^t  manoer.     H^ar  his    cvrn  words ;    My  thcnghts  are  not. 
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ypur  thought ss  neither  are  your  ways  my  ways^  faith  the  Lord* 
For  as  the  heaveris  are  higher  than  the  earth,  fo  are  my  ways 
higher  than  your  ways,  and  my  thoughts  than  your  thoughts  *. 
Ttie  proceedings  of  divine  wifdom  will  alwtiys  julHfy  them-, 
felves  to  human  inquiry,  fo  far  as  we  are  capable  of  compre- 
hending them.  But  of  neceflitj  many  of  God's  a&ions  muft 
be  inlinitely  more  beyond  our  reach,  than  the  aclions  of  a  pru- 
dent man  are  beyond  that  of  a  little  child.  And  were  the 
^whole  plau  of  fcripture  fach,  as  in  our  firfl  crude  notions  we 
ihould  have  conceived  likely  ;  that  very  clrcum (lance  would 
have  furniftied  a  prefiimption  againfl  it ;  whereas  now  we  havd 
caufe  to  look  on  it  with  that  reverence,  v^hich  the  Pfalmift  ex- 
prcffes  :  'Thy  tejiimonies  arc  wonderful :  therefore  doth  my  foul 
ieep  them  f .  However  let  us  enter  a  little  more  particularly 
into  the  merits  of  this  plea. 

The  inllrudion  given  us  in  tbe  bibie,  we  arc  told,  is  not 
ranged  in  a  juft  method  :  but  we  are  to  pick  out  the  doctrines 
and  precepts  of  it  often  from  the  midli  of  hiftories  and  pro- 
phecies, and  put  them  together  as  we  can.  But  is  not  the  na- 
tural inftruftion,  which  God  gives  us,  juft  of  the  fame  fort  ? 
Are  we  not  obliged  to  gather  almofl  the  whole  of  it,  from 
hints  and  intimations  afforded  by  objects  difperfed  through 
the  earth  :  from  obfervationa,  experiments  and  reafonings  of 
perfons,  who  have  lived  in  difFererit  countries  and  ages  ?  Yet 
thefe  are  undeniably  the  means,  which  he  hath  appointed  to 
furnifti  us  with  one  part  of  our  knowledge.  And  why  then 
may  not  the  fcripture,  notwithftandlng  its  apparent  want  of 
brder,  be  the  means,  which  he  hath  appointed  to  furnifh  us 
w^ith  another  part  ?  It  is  alledged  yet  farther,  that  feme  very 
curious  and  interefting  things  are  entirely  omitted,  or  Hut 
briefly  hinted  there ;  while  fomc  very  obvious  ones  are  incul- 
cated, and  repeated  without  end.  But  curiQUs  things  are  part 
of  them  probably  unfit  to  be  known  perfe£tly  at  prcfent :  and 
we  may  well  be  content  to  fee  now  through  a  glafs  darkly^ 
fince  hereafter  we  (hall  i^tface  to  face  J.  Again,  fuch  of  them^ 
as  may  propeirly  be  known,  are  ufeful  in  coinpavlron  to  few; 
who  alfo  will  feek  after  them  wuth  more  fpirit,  and  difcover 
them  with  mo^e  joy,  when  they  muft  fearch  for  {hem  as  for 
hid  treafiires  \  :    whereas  plain  things  are  ufeful  for  all  ;    and 

3  L  2  therefore 
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therefore  fhould  be  eafily  found  :  for  moft  minds  cannot  labourr 
Befides,  confider  how  it  is  in  worldly  things  r  look  around 
you:  are  not  matters  of  fmall  price,  but  great  utility,  the 
commoneft  ?  And  muft  not  they,  who  will  have  things  that  are 
curious  and  rare,  feek  after  them  with  difficulty,  and  pay  dear 

,  for  them  ?  Farther,  had  every  thing  in  the  bible  been  eafy  of 
accefs  to  us,  in  proportion  as  we  were  likely  to  place  a  value 
upon  it ;  we  fliould  foon  have  looked  it  through,  then  have 
laid  it  down^'  and  feldom  taken  it  up  again  :  whereas  now  we 
return  to  it  over  and  over,  in  frefli  hopes  of  difcovering  fome- 
thing  more  :  and  at  each  reading,  we  meet,  whether  we  will  or 
pot,  with  the  commoneft  indeed,  but  moft  neceffary  doftrincs 
and  precepts,  in  fuch  a  variety  of  lights  affifting  each  other, 
and  they  are  fom«times  impreflcd  fo  fuddcnly  and  advantage- 
oufly  upon  us,  that  if  our  underllandings  are  not  gratified  with 
the  nioft  beautiful  arrangement,  and  moft  entertaining  fpecula* 
tions,  our  hearts  are  however  excited  to  afts  and  habits  of 
faith  and  virtue  with  the  ftrongeft  efficacy.  Befides,  repeti- 
tions might  be  extremely  ncceflary  in  different  books,  written 
at  different  times :  and  may  be  very  ufeful  even  now,  wheft 
thefe  books  are  laid  before  us  all  at  once,  to  inculcate  what  af- 
ter all  we  learn  infufficiently. 

But  further  yet ;  The  fcripture  Is  not  indeed  a  plan  of  Chrif- 
tianity,  fihiftied  with  minute  accuracy,  to  inftruft  men  as  in 
fomething  altogether  new  to  them,  which  it  was  not ;  or  to  ex- 
cite a  vain  admiration  in  them  :   but  it  is  fomewhat  unfpeaka- 

'  bly  nobler,  and  more  extenfive  ;  comprehending  in  the  grand- 
eft  and  moft  magnificent  order,  along  with  every  eflfential  of 
that  plan,  the  various  difpenfations  of  God  to  mankind  from-, 
the  forming  of  this  earth  to  the  confummation  of  all  things. 
It  begins  with  the  ground- work  of  natural  religion,  the  crea-» 
tion  of  the  univerfe  by  one  holy  and  good  and  wife  being  :  re- 
lating diftincUy,   how  all  thofe  parts  of  it,  which  the  heathen 

.T^orfliipped  as  Gods,  were  in  truth *the, work  of  God's  hands. 
It  proceeds  to  the  origin  of  the  Patriarchal,  yewijh  and  Ghrif- 
tian  religion,  the  introduftlon  of  fin  by  the  fall  of  our  firft  pa- 
rents, of  which  we  experience  the  wretched  effe6ls.  It  goes  on 
to  that  amazing  puniftiment  of  fin,  the  univerfal  deluge,  proved 
to  be  as  certain,  as  it  was  wonderful,  by  the  remaining  traces 
of  it  throughout  the  globe.  It  then  recites  the  fecond  peopling 
of  the  world,   the  relapfe  of  mankind  into  wickednefs,  the 

choice' 


S  E  R.  XXXIX.    On  tit  Vfefulnefs  of  Scripture.  4^$ 

choice  of  one  family  and  people  to  preferve  the  knowledge  of 
God,  and  to  be  as  a  light  Jhining  in  a  dark  place  *,  for  the  be- 
liefit  of  all  about  them,  that  would  turn  their  eyes  and  feet  16 
the  way  of  peace.  It  lays  before  us  the  1:1  ws  given  to  this 
people.  It  recounts  their  hiftory,  chiefly  with  regard  to  their 
moral  and  religious  behaviour,  and  dwells  on  the  charafters 
and  aftionSvof  their  moll  remarkable  perfons.  It  fupplies  u5 
with  admirable  patterns  of  genuine  piety  in  the  PfalmSj  moll 
virtuous  inftruftions  for  the  prudent  conducl  of  life  in  tlie 
book  of-  Proverbs^  for  bearing  afflictions  in  that  of  Job^  for' 
thinking  juftly  of  wealth,  honour,  pleafure,  fcience,  in  Ec" 
clvfiajles.  Then  in  the  prophetical  books  it  gives  us,  together 
with  the  fublimefl  and  Worthieft  ideas  of  God,  and  our  duties 
towards  him,  the  moft  affefting  denounciations  <5f  that  private 
and  public  mifery  and  ruin,  whieh  will  ever  attend  fin,  whe- 
ther cloaked  by  fuperftition,  or  difplayed  in  profanenefs.  And, 
along  with  a«il  thefe.  things,  it  unfolds  a  feries  of  predictions, 
reaching  from  the  beginning  of  the  Old  Tcftament  to  the  end  % 
*nd  growing,  from  obfcure  and  general,  continually  clearer  and 
more  determinate ;  concerning  the  appearance  of  a  divine  per- 
fon  on  earth,  for  the  recovery  of  fallen  man,  the  revival  and 
propagation  of  true  religion  throughout  the  world.  The  books 
ef  the  New  Teftament  open  to  us  the  execution  of  this  great 
defign.  The  gofpels  record  his  fupernatnral  birth,  his  un- 
fpotted  and  exemplary  life,  his  aftoniihing  and  gracious  mi- 
racles, his  pure  and  benevolent  do6tHne,  his  dying  for  our  of 
fences  y  and  rifng  again  for  our  jujlif cation  \^  his  miffion  of  fit 
perfons,  endued  with  the  gifts  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  teach  all 
nations  J,' his  own  afcenfion  into  heaven,  and  fitting  at  the  right 
hand  of  God,  till  he  fhall  come  to  judge  the  quick  and  the 
dead.  The  A&s  of  the  Apoflles  relate  the  wonderful  fuccefs  of 
their  preaching,  and  the  original  foundation  of  the  Catholic 
church.  Th^  Epi/iles  contain  their  *  admirable  direiSions  to 
clergy  and  laity.  And  the  Revelation  concludes  with  foretelling 
the  ftate  of  Chriftianity,  primitive,  degenerate  and  reformed,  to 
the  laft  ages.  Can  there  now  be  a  grander,  a  more  compre- 
henfive,  a  more  ufeful  fcheme  of  inAruftion  than  this  ?  And 
doth  not  the  uniformity  and  variety  joined  through  the  whole 
6f  it,  which,  as  I  have  already  fhewn  you,  gives  evidence  of 

it> 
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its  coming  from  God,  give  it  alfo  incxpreffible  beauty  ?  And 
-what  then  if  fmaller  parts,  in  fo  vaft  a  work,  appear  in  feme 
diforder,  barren  and  negleftcd  ?  Do  we  n9t  fee  the  fame  ap- 
pearance of  negled,  here  and  there,  through  all  the  works  of 
nature  ?  Yet  they  arc  the  produdtions  of  an  alKwife  being. 
Are  we  not  even  flruck  with  it,  as  majeftic  and  graceful  in 
human  performances  ?  And  why  do  we  object  againft  it  in  the 
word  of  God  ?  Or  by  what  right  do  miferable  finners  claim, 
that  their  Maker,  if  he  fends  them  declarations  of  his  will; 
and  ciTers  of  pardon,  fliall  poliih  every  article  to  their  liking* 
or  fubjoin  his  reafons  to  each  part,  when  his  authority  is  fully 
fufficient  ?  .    ,       .    .      , 

But  to  obviate  more  diflinftly  objcftions  againft  the  profitable- 
nefs  of  fcripture,  let  us  examine  more  particularly  the  fcveral  forts 
x)f  books  that  compofe  it.  In  the  earlier  hiftorical  parts,  amongft 
many  moft  important  accounts  of  ancient  time,  which  we  can 
learn  nowhere  elfe,  there  are  fome  things  imperfedly  related. 
But  perhaps  the  writer  knew  them  but  imperfeftly  :  and  God 
was  not  bound  to  give  him  a  fuller  knowledge.  The  perfons  for 
whom  they  were  primarily  written,  underftood  them  fuiEcient- 
ly  by  means  of  what  is  faid  :  and  we  have  no  right  to  under- 
Hand  more  of  them  than  we  do,  indeed  not  fo  much.  Other 
paffages  again  feem  of  fmall  confequence ;  but  they  might  be 
of  far  greater  formerly.  The  genealogies  of  thofe  by  whom 
the  earth  was  firft  peopled,  and  of  confiderable  families  iti  fuc- 
ceeding  ages,  even  the  dry  catalogues  of  names,  were,  at  the 
time  of  their  being  recorded,  and  long  after,  partly  confirma- 
tions of  the  truth  of  the  hiftory,  partly  notices  of  things  very 
interefting*  The  divifion  of  the  land  of  Canaan  in  Jo/hua^  'the 
lift  of  defcents  in  the  beginning  of  Chronicles^  were  titles  to 
inheritances.  The  pedigree  of  the  Le^ites  was  neceflary  to  re- 
gulate their  miniftrations  :  that  of  the  pofterity  of  David,  to 
afcertain  the  birth  of  the  Meffiah.  If  thefe,  and  other  parts 
of  the  narration,  are  not  equally  agreeable  or  inftruftive  now. 
It  is  eafy  to  pafs  them  over.  Wi^  have  no  ground  to  complain 
of  lofing  the  entertainment  or  information,  which  others  for- 
merly had  from  them  :  for  we  are  abundantly  recompenfed 
by  being  taught  many  molt  material  things,  of  which  men  in 
thofe  days  were  ignorant.  Yet  neither  had  they  any  juft 
ground  to  complain.  Fot  Ci>d  may  full  as  -  confiftently  with 
all  his  attributes  communicate  more  to  one  than  to  another  by 

revelation, 
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revelation,  as  bj  their  natural  abilities,  and  fituation  in  life. 
The  difcoveries,  which  he  hath  made  in  fcripture,  are  pro- 
greiTive ;  fome  to  one  age,  greater  to  the  next :  and  thofe  which 
he  hath  decreed  to  be  made  bj  natural  reafon,  are  in  this  rc- 
fpe6l  of  the  fame  kind.  Every  generation  goes  off  unacquaint- 
ed with  a  number  of  dcfirablc  and  beneficial  things,  which  the 
fuccecding  ones  come  to  know  familiarly.  > 

It  is  farther  alledged,  that  we  read  in  the  bible  of  very  bad 
a£tions,  done  by  fuch  as  are  called  very  good  perfuns  :  and  men 
are  in  danger  of  being  mifled  by  thcni.  But  are  they  not  in 
almoft  equal  danger  of  being  milled  by  feeing  good  perfons  do 
bad  alliens  almoft  every  day  ?  And  if  this  is  no  objeftion  a- 
gainft  the  providence  of  God,  why  is  the  other  againft  his 
word  ?  Sometimes  the  connection  of  the  ftory  requires  them 
to  be  told  :  and  they  are  feldom,  if  ever,  told  without  a  cen- 
fure,  either  expreffed  or  vifibly  implied,  unlefs  the  fin  be  fo 
very  notorious  as  to  need  none.  At  leaft  the  precepts  of  the 
facred  books  are  a  guard,  more  than  fufiicicnt,  againft  the  ill 
influence  of  any  fuch  hiftories  :  which  will  never  do  harm, 
provided  we  remember  but  this  one  plain  rule,  that  nothing 
contrary  to  moral  virtue  is  or  can  be  defigned  to  be  taught 
there.  On  the  contrary,  they  may  ferve  to  various  ufcful  pur- 
poses.  Recording  the  fins  of  thofe,  who  in  the  main  wera 
eminently  pious,  is  one  proof,  amongft  many,  of  the  impar- 
tiality of  the  writers  ;  aiid  furnifties  every  reader  with  ftrong 
motives,  to  circumfpe£bion,  left  he  alfo  fall  ;  to  repentance, 
when  he  hath  fallen;  to  humility  in  thinking  of  himfelf;  ta 
charity  in  refpect  of  others,  who  are  overtaken  in  faults  *. 

There  are  likewife,  it  muft  be  owned,  actions  not  only 
related  in  fcripture,  but  related  with  the  appearance,  nay 
with  expreflions,  of  approbation,  and  even  faid  to  be  com- 
manded by  God,  that  feem  at  the  firft  view  liable  to  great 
objeclions  in  point  of  morality.  And  thefe  are  pleaded  by 
feme  againft  its  authority,  by  others  againft  its  ufefulnefs^. 
But  then  it  muft  be  obferved,  as  to  fuch  commands,  that 
God  hath  a  fovereign  right  to  difpofe  of  all  his  creatures 
as  he  pleafes  ;  that  he  may  have  many  rcafons  for  his  plea- 
fure,  of  which  we  are  ignorant  ;  that  he  may  as  allowably 
appoint  any  pcrfon  t)r  people  to  execute  it,  as  the  civil  nia- 
giftrate  may  appoint  an  executioner  of  common  juftice  ;  and 
''  ,  that 

•  Gal,  vi.  I. 
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that  by  virtue  of  fuch  divine  appointipents,  well  proved,  as 
thofe  in  fcripture  are,  things  may  be  very  lawfully  done,  whicl^ 
otherwife  would  be  very  unlawful ;  'and  which  therefore  were 
not  intended,  (nor  can  eafily  be  miftaken,  if  we  will  ufe  our 
underftandings  at  all)  for  patterns  to  be  fallowed  where  no  re- 
velations are  given  ;  and  in  our  days  none  are  to  be  expefted. 
Such,  for  inftance,  was  the  command  to  Abraham  for  facri- 
ficing  his  fon  j  to  the  yews  for  deftroying  the  Canaanitej  ;  and 
to  other  perfons  on  other  occafions.  Again,  fometimes  God  is 
reprefented  by  the  facred  writers  not  only  as  commanding,  but 
as  doing  himfelf,  things  hard  to  reconcile  with  his  attributes;. 
,  But  then  plainly  on  feveral  occafions  fcripture  feems  to  fay, 
that  he  doth,  what  it  only  means  to  fay,  that  he  permits  :  be- 
caufe  nothing  is  done  without  him,  and  every  thing  is  over- 
ruled by  him  to  his  own  good  purpofes.  Time  will  not  per- 
mit me  to  enter  into  every  particular :  and  therefore  I  mufl 
be  content  to  add  in  general,  that  if  we  bear  always  in  mind, 
as  we  ought,  the  abfolute  fovereignty  of  God,  and  the  un- 
fearchable  depths  of  his  wifdom  ;  if  we  allow  for  circumftanccs, 
^probably  well  known  when  the  hiftory  of  thefe  facts  was  writ- 
ten, and  therefore  lefs  needful  to  be  related  j  or  indeed  if  we 
only  pay  due  regard  to  cirqumftances,  which  are  related,  in 
that  very  part  of  fcripture,  or  fome  other  ;  we  fliall  either  find 
the  means  of  clearing  up  the  difficulties  of  this  nature  which 
occur,  efpecially  by  calling  in  proper  help  ;  or  however  we 
ftiall  perceive  it  to  be  likely,  froni  the  difcoveries  which  have 
been  made  already,  that  they  will  be  cleared  up  hereafter. 
And  refleft,  I  entreat  you,  what  cm  we  fay  mope  than  this, 
concerning  feveral  parts  of  God's  creation,  which  feem  to  be 
noxious  inflead  of  beneficial,  and  of  his  Providence,  which  feem 
.  hurtful  to  the  interefts  of  piety  and  virtue  ;  and  yet  undoubt* 
'edly  proceed  from  him,  and  are  worthy  of  him  ?  To  one  ufe 
at  leall,  and  that  of  the  greateft  moment,  all  fuch  things  are 
adapted,  to  teach  us,  from  a  fenfe  of  our  own  ignorance,  deep 
felf-abafement,  and  implicit  veneration  for  the  Lord  of  all. 

Another  part  of  fcripture,  pretended  by  fome  to  be  unpro- 
fitable and  unaccountable,  is  that  which  lays  before  us  the  ce- 
remonial prectpts  of  the  J'ewi/h  law.  But  no  wonder,  if  when 
we  are  not  bourici  to  pradlife  any  of  them,  we  are  not  able  to 
account  for  all  of  tliem.  Some,  which  appear  to  the  illiterate 
very  ftrange,  are  r>r  ved  hj  the  learnq^to  be  wife  prohibitions 
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of  the  fuperftitions  and  idolatrous  rites  of  their  heathen  neigh- 
bours ;  and  others  to  be  equally  wife  compliances,  with,  or  ac- 
commodations to,  their  innocent  cuftoms.  And  how  do  we 
know,  at  fuch  a  diftance  of  time,  what  a  number  more  thete 
majr  have  been  of  this  kind?  Some  again- feem  defigned  to 
convey,  under  their  literal  fenfe,  figurative  moral  inftradtions  ; 
that  being  a  ihethod  of  teaching  anciently  admired,  and  iherfe- 
fore  proper  to  be  imitated  *.  Not  a  few  were  plainly  contriv- 
,ed  to  give  intimations  beforehand  concerning  the  fafts  and  doc- 
trines of  the  gofpel :  very  comfortable  at  the  time,  though  ob- 
fcure,  as  God  faw  ftt  they  fliould  be ;  very  ufeful  now,  by 
j>roving,  what  was  always  the  divine  intention  ;  and  particit- 
larly  ufeful  againft  the  yews^  who  thus  bear  teftimony  to'fhe 
very  books  that  confute  them,  Befides,  it  might  be,  inde- 
pendently on  all  thi«,  extremely  neceflary  for  that  carnal  pe6. 
pie  to  be  employed  in  a  pompous  form  of  piety  with  many  ce- 
femonies  :  which,  however,  they  had  fufficient  means  of  know- 
ing were  of  no  avail,  without  inward  goodnefs.  And  the  con- 
duSing  of  religion  in  purity,  through  fuch  a  ftate  of  thingi, 
is  no  fmall  evidence,  that  the  hand  which  conduced  it  was 
God's.  But  were  the  communication  of  thefe  ritual  appoint- 
ments to  us  no  otherwife  advantageous,  it  would  ftiew  us  the 
happy  fuperiority  of  our  own  condition,  who  worjhip  God 
without  them  in  fpirit  and  in  truth  f.  But  laftly,  the  Penta- 
teuch, which  contains  them,  contains  over  and  above  many 
things  of  unfpeakable  importance,  not  bnly  to  the  proof,  but 
the  underftanding  of  Chriftianity.  We  muft  have  both  con- 
veyed down  to  us  in  it,  or  neither.  Which  would  we  chufe  ? 
And  where  is  the  injury,  if  in  order  to  give  all  that  is  profit- 
able, our  Maker  gives  more  than  is  neceflary? 

Exceptions  have  been  alfo  taken  to  the  book  of  Pfalmsy  as  - 
having  in  it  frequent  imprecations  againft  enemies,  which  may 
tempt  us  to  the  like.     But  moft  of  l;hem,  if  not  all,  might  fall 
as  agreeably  to  the  genius  of  the  Hebrew  language,  have  been 
tranflated  as  predidions  only  J,  which  in  the  cafe  of  finners 

Vol.  I.  3  M         ^  being 

•  CoDceniii^g  fymbalical  lavrs,  and  the  unfitnefs  of  re^uirin?  to  know 
the  reafons  of  ancient  inftitutions,  fee  Authorities  of  the  Pande^s^  and 
paifages  of  heathen  writers,  in  Trtjf/flr*s  .Elements  of  Civil  Law,  p.  45, 
-  46,  47.  t  John  iv.  23,  24. 

t  Gregory  the  Great,  De  Cura  PaftfraJ.  Vzrt  i.  c.  i  p. 5.  faith,  the 
Pfalmift  wfo'te  P/.  Ixyii^^.  n$n  e^tantis  animo^  fed  fropheUnih  rm»i^ 
fifrh. 
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being  generally  conditional  (to  take  cfFeft  unlefs  they  repent) 

.  were  in  reality  nothing  more  than  warnings,  and  therefore 
kindneflbs  indeed  to  the  offenders  againfl  whom  they  were  de- 

.  nounced.  Or  if  the  holy  penmen  were  fometimes  commiffion- 
ed  by  infpiration  to  foretelLahfolutely,  and  even  to  cajl  down 
the  judgments  of  God  on  wicked  perfons,  how  can  this  be  like- 

.  ly  to  miilead  us,  who  know  fuch  commiilions  to  be  ceafed,  and 

,  our  Handing  rule  to  bd,  Blefs^  atid  curfe  not  *• 

It  hath  been  objefted  too  againft  the  book  oi  Ecclefiajlesy  that 

.  fome  paffages  in  it  favour  of  irreligion,  fome  of  imimorality.i 
But  thcfe  in  truth  are  either  innocent,  when  rightly  interpret- 
ed 5  or  elfe  exprefs,  not  the  wife  king's  fentiments,  but  the  falfc 
cf)inions  of  others,  whom  he  perfonates  to  confute  them  ;  or 
however  not  his  deliberate  fentiments,   but  fuch  hafly  wroBg 

.  notions,  as  during  the  courfe  of  his  inquiry  after  happinefs  rofe 

^np  fucceilively  in  his  mind,  and  were  on  mature  confidcration 
re]e£led  by  him,  to  fix  at  laft  on  the  true  bafis,  the  conclufioh 
of  the  whole  matter^  to  fear  God,  and  hep  his  commandments^ 
hecaufe  he  fhall  bring  every  ivork  into  judgment^  with  every  ft^ 
cret  thing,  whether  it  he  good,  or  whether  it  he  evil  f . 

T\iQ  Song  of  Solomon  hath  likcwife  given  offence  to  readers 
of  more  delicacy  than  judgment.     But  they  would  do  well  to 

^  recpUeft,  that  the  intimate  relation  between  God,  or  Chrift, 
and  the  church,  is  figured  by  that  between  hufband  and  wife 
in  many  places,  both  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  particu- 
larly in  the  45  th  Pfalra,  which  (though  the  fcene  of  it  be  laid 
in  higher  life,  feems  to  have  given  cccafion  to  this  Song  j  that 
very- ind«aring  and  improving  refledtions  naturally  rife  from  fo 
interefting  a  comparifon  ;  that  dcfcribing  the  intercourfe  by 
metaphors  drawn  from  the  pafloral  ftate,  is  extremely  agree- 
able to  the  fimplicity,  the  humility,  the  mildnefs  of  religion ; 
that  the  devotional,  as  well  as  other  affeftions  of  the  eaflera 
people,  are  extremely  warm  ;  and  that  none  of  their  allegories 
(elpecially  fuch  a  one  as  that  in  queftion)  are  ever  to  be  ap- 
plied minutely :  but  we  are  to  lay  hold  and  dwell  on  the  prin- 
cipal points  ;  of  love  to  Crod,  producing  felicity  ;  negligence, 

'  defertion  ;  penitence, •forgivenefs  :  confidering  moft  of  the  reft 
as  mere  ornament,  adapted  with  much  condefcenfion  to  the 
turn  of  the  nation  and  the  age. 

But 

*  Kom.  xii«  I4-  t  feci,  xil.  13,  iJ^ 
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,  But  di£5ciilties  have  been  raifcd  in  relation  to  the  propheti-. 
cal  books,  as  well  as  thefc.  Diredions,  it  is  faid,  are  men- 
tioned, as  given  in  them  to  the  prophets,  which  appear,  impro^ 
bable  and  unfit.  But  ^hen  we  maj  juftlj  think,  as  the  ableit 
of  the  yews  themfelves  have  thought,  diat  feveral  of  thefe  were 
executed  in  vifion  only  r-  a  fnpernatural  impreffion  was  n>ade  ^ 
on  their  minds,  by  which  they  feemed  to  do  what  in  fadl  they 
did  not,  that  fo  they  might  be  enabled  to  deliver  their  meffage 
in  a  tnore  aiFefting  manner.  And  who  fliall  prefcribe  to  God 
how  to  communicate  his  revelations  ?  Other  ftrange  things, 
really  done  by  them,  were  done  in  confequence  of  the  univerfal 
cuftom,  then  in  ufe,  of  inftrufting  perfons  by  a£tions,  which 
are  natural  figns,  along  with,  or  inftead  of,  words,  which  arc 
but  arbitrary  ones.  And  if  that  cuftom  had  not  been  fo  pro- 
per and  convenient,  as  perhaps  it  is  ;  yet  God's  compliance 
with  it,  whilft  it  obtained,  was  undoubtedly  gracious,  and  fit- 
ed  to  produce  good  effcfls. 

Again,  fome  have  complained,  that  the  language  of  the  pro- 
phets, above  the  r^ft  of  fcripture,  is  often  harfh  and  coarfe, 
dark  s^nd  peculiar ;  and,  on  thefe  accounts,  ill  adapted  to  com- 
mon  benefit.  But  furely  it  is  alfo,  very  often,  extremely  na- 
tural and  eafy,  convincing  and  perfuafiye,  alarming  and  forci- 
ble, graceful  and  engaging.  Wherever  i^  feems  exceptionable 
therefore,  large  allowances  muft  be  made  for  the  boUnefs  and 
^onfequent  obfcurity  ^f  the  original  tongue,  efpecially  in  poet- 
ry ;  which  yet  in  all  tongues  is  more  affefting,  and  more  eafily 
remembered,  than  profe ;  and,  on  thefe  accounts,  prudently  cho- 
fen  in  many  parts  of  the  prophetical  writings.  But  indeed  th« 
ftile  of  the  oriental  people  on  every  fubjeft,  except  in  their 
hiftory,  is  lofty  and  concife,  aboun4ix\g  in  ftrong  and  expref- 
five  figures,  carried  often  to  ftrs^nge  lengths,  above  regarding 
the  little  niceties  that;  we  think  fo  eiftintial,  full  of  quick  turns 
and  abrupt  tranfitions.  Withput  fuch  ornaments  as  thefe  a 
eompofition  would  appear  languid  and  defpicable  to  them  ;  • 
who,  being  the  perfons  oiriginally  and  immediately  interefted 
4n  the  facred  hooks,  ought  furely  to  be  more  confidered  than 
W€^  who  come  fo  long  after.  And  yet  even  we,  with  due  at- 
tention, may  difcover,  not  only  the  utmoft  fublimity  of  fenfe,  in 
the  hardeft  paffages,  but  the  moft  exquifite  beauties  of  fpeech, 
profiffely  fcattered  throughout,  like  the  riches  of  nature  thro* 
|hc  gloTjc  j  though,  li]^  them  too,  wjth  a  magnificent  negli- 

3  M  a  g?»c^ 
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gence  and  kregularity,  which  little  wits  ridicule,  aod  great 
ones  admire  ;  and  pioiis  hearts  very  juftly  teverence,  as  the 
wortl^ier  of  God,  the  remoter  it  is.  from  -the  laboured  co«:red- 
ncfs  of  man.  But  had  the  Jewijb  language  (while  they  fpoke 
Hebrew  or  Chaldee,  or  when  afterwards  many  of  them  fpoke 
Greek)  been  Hill  mare  abfcure  and  aiabiguoua  than  we  muft 
own  it  to  be,  and  had  that  defecl  been  lefs  compenfared  with 
the  advantages  of  expreffivenefs  and  grandeur  than  it  is,  yet 
this  was  not  the  fauJt,  either  of  thp  prophets,  or  of  the  apof* 
ties.  They  would  of  courfe  leaan  and  ufe  the  fi.ile  of  theii: 
countrymen  :  they  wrote  probably  as  well  in  it,  as  any  other 
good  men  of  their  time  :  and  God  was  not  bound  to  teach  thenv 
to  write  better.  For  how  far  he  woujd  extend  his.  aid,  was  en- 
tirely in  his  own  choiqe  :  and  we  owe  him  inexprefEble  grati- 
tude for  the  things,  he  hath  communicated,  how  little  foeyef 
he  might  interfere  in  direfting  the  words*  But  indeed  had 
they  been  endued  with  ever  fo  great  excellency  of  fpeecb,  they 
Could  have  applied  to  tlieir  -  hearers  or  readers  in  no  other 
phrafes,  than  fuch  as  they  coirlprehended,  were  accullomedi 
and  would  heaVken  to  :  and  the  difficulties  arifing  from  h^ncQ 
in  the  facred  writings  were  unavoidable, 

•  But  here  a  farther  complaint  is  made,  that  in  feveral  place; 
they  are  defignedly  guarded  againft  being  clearly  uuderftood. 
And  we  own  they  are :  for  the  fubjedt  required  it.  Predic- 
tions too  plain  might  hinder  their  own  e:?ecution :  as,  in  many 
common  cafes,  the  previous  publication  of  a'  thing,  which  elfe 
would  certainly  have  been  done,  will  prevent  it  molt  effedual- 
ly.  And  therefore  they  ought  to  be  formed  in  the  manner 
they  are  :  fo  as  not  to  betray  the  intention  to  every  one  pre- 
maturely, nor  yet  leave  room  tOr  any  one  for  doubting  after- 
wards, to  what  event  the  prophecy  related.  Had  all  the  par- 
ticulars of  our  Saviour's  life  and  death,  which  are  foretold, 
been  too  diftlndkly  fet  forth  to  be  miftaken  or  overlooked,  the 
yews  would  have  taken  care  they  ihould  not  happen;  and  have 
juftified  their  rejedlion  of  him  by  the  failure.  Again  :  had  the 
kingdom  of  the  Meffiah  Been  every  where  defcribed  by  the  pro^ 
phets  as  intirely  a  fpiritual  one,  in  which  all  mankind  were  to 
have  an  equal  fliare ;  that  perverfe  nation,  on  hearing  that  their 
civil  polity  and  ceremonial  worfhip  was  all  to  be  aboliihed, 
would  either,  from  contempt,  have  growii  negligent  of  it,  and 
thrown  it  off  too  foon  5  or  ^Ife,  froiq^ondnefs  for .  it,   would 

have 
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have  fuppreiTed  or  corrapted  the  paiTages,  declaring  it  ihou^ 
ccafe  :  which  Prpvidence  defigned  them  to  prefer ve,  for  aa 
evidence  againft  themfelves,.  as  they  have  proved  to  be,  A^l 
therefore  the  gofpel'days  are^  prefigured  hy  a  mixture  of  tem- 
poral images  with  others,  liable  to  be  mifunderilocd  before  the 
time  of  explanation  came,  but  foon  apprehended  then  bj  every 
fair  mind  ;  though  Hill  open  to  the  cavils  of  others,  who,  to  ufe 
the  terms  of  St.  Peter,  Jlumhle  at  the  ward^  being  difohedient^ 
yiherennto  plfo  they  '^wcre  appointed  *,  Not  appointed  to  he 
difohedient ;  but  appointed,  fince  they  would  be  difabedient,  to 
take  their  own  courfe  and  the  confequences  of  it  ;  Xo  Jiumhh 
and  fall  at  difficulties,  of  which  they  would  eafily  have  feea 
the  proper  folution,  and  fo  got  over  them  urihurr,  had  thej 
but  modeftly  begged,  and  dutifully  fpllowed,  the  divine  illu-^ 
mi  nation, 

I  cannot  proceed  now  to  the  obji^ftions,  which  have  bes» 
raifed  againft  the  ufefulnefs  of  the  ..books  of  the  New  Tefta- 
meat :  ^nd  therefore  contenting  myfelf  at  preftnt  with  recom- 
mending to  your  .confideration  what  you  have  heard,  fliall  con- 
clude with  the  comfortable,  yet  awful  words  of  the  prophet*:: 
Who  is  wifi,  and  he  Jhall  underjicmd  tJjcfe  things  /  prudent^  and 
be  Jball  know  them?  For  the  ways  of  the  Lord  are  right,  and 
the  jii/l  Jhall  nx^alk  in  them,  hut  the  trarifgrfffhrs  JJ?all  full  thens^ 
iaf. 

•  .1  Pet.  ii.  %.  t  HoX.  xir*  % 
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On  the  UsEFtTLNESS  OF  ScRIPTPRE* 


2  Tim.  hi.  i6,  17. 

^Hfcripture  is  given  by  infpiration  of  God:  and  is  profitably 
for  doBrinCy  for  reprbof  for  correBion^  for  inflruBion  iV% 
righteoufnefs  :  that  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfeB^  tbrquMy^ 
furnifijed  unto  all  good  works,* 

TTAVING  undertaken  to  (hew  yoii, 

I.  That  fcripture  is  of  divine  authority; 

II.  That  it  anfwers  every  purpofe  of  religion  ; 

III.  That  we  ought  to  read  and  ftudy  it  diligently  ;, 

IV.  How  we  may  do  this  to  the  heft  effed  : 

I  have  finiflied  the  firft  head,  and  made  fome  progrefs  in  the. 
fecond,  the  complete  ufefulnefs  of  holy  writ.  The  diredl  evi- 
dence of  this  I  laid  before  you,  fully  I  hope,  though  briefly* 
for  it  lies  in  a  fmall  compafs :  by  proving,  that  in  the  nature 
of  the  thing,  books  infpired  to  give  men  the  knowledge  of  re- 
ligion muft  be  in  the  higheft  degree  profitable  for  that  end; 
by  fpecifying  their  own  exprefs  declarations,  that  they  are  fo; 
by  referring  you  to  the  experience  of  innumerable  multitudes, 
that  have  found  them  fo.  Then  I  proceeded  to  anfwer  the  fc- 
1?eral  objedions  raifed  againft  the  truth  of  this  aflertion^-  fome 
of  them  general,  that  the  bible  is  not  fo  ftiort,  fo  plain,  fo  me- 
thodical as  one  fliould  have  expefted  for  the  benefit  of  man- 
kind ;  fome  again  particular,  and  levelled  againft  feveral  things 
recorded  in  its  feveral  parts.  To  thefe  I  give  folutions,  as  far 
■as  the  Old  Teftamsnt  was  concerned.  Let  us  now  go  on  to 
Ac  N^w. 
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The  hiftory  of  our   Saviour  is  written  there  bj  four  evan-, 
gelifts.     And  fome  tell  us  their  narrations  differ  in  fo  manf 
things,  that  the  reading  of  them  i)  perplexing,  and  even  their 
authority  doubtful.     But  what  are  thefe  things  ?  The  .words^ 
.related  in  one  evangelift,   as.fpoken  on  fnch  or  fuch  s^n  occa- 
£on,  vary  from  thofe  in  another.  But  perhaps  the  words,  that 
are  in  each,  were   fpoken.  fuccei&vely:   or  each  puts  the  J%- 
brew  words,  which  he  heard,  into  his  own  Greeks  by  a  ftri£ler 
or  a  fraer  tranllatiQU,  but  ftilL  without  altering  the  fenfe.     A- 
gain,  one  fets  down  fa&s,  which  another  omits.     But  this  is  no 
proof  of  contradiftion.     For  they  profeffedly  omit  many  fads, 
which  they  knew  to  be  real.     One  of  them  paffes  over  things, 
.  becaufe  another  before  him  had  related  them.     Hence  probably 
,.St.  Matthew  and  St.  Afori  omit  feveral  particulars  which  are 
in  St.  Luke^  who  wrote  firft.     And  St.  John^  who  came  laft, 
fuppUes  a  great  deal,  which  the  others  have  not,   and  writes 
very  little  which  they  have  ;    excepting  the  hijftory  of  our  Sa- 
viour^s  death  and  refurredion,  which  it  was  fit  they  fliould  all 
have.      Thus  no  fingle  gofpel  containing  every  thing*  (though 
it  did  contain  every  thing  neceffary)  each  of  them  was  fhorter, 
an4  therefore  much  more  commodioufly  obtamed  at  firft,  when 
books  were  written  very  flowly,  and  fold  very  dear ;  fo  that 
he  who  could  not   procure  the  four,  might  however  furnifh 
himfclf  with  ones  and  W€  may  now  have  the  joint  benefit  of 
-them   all.     But  farther,  when   they  feem  to  be  relating  the. 
fame  faft,  the  circumitances  differ.    And  they  may  be  different, 
yet   confident.     Or  if  they  be  inconfiitent,  they  are  two  fa£l:s, 
and  not  oi^e,  though  in^  fome  refpe6ls  alike.     For  our  Saviour 
might,  at  various  times,  both  perform  miraples  and  deliver  dif- 
courfes,  nearly  akin,   and  yet  really  diftind.     Still  after  all, 
even  allowing  for  thefe  things,  it  is  not  eafy  to  make  an  order- 
ly hiftory  of  our  Saviour's  life  and  inftruSions  out  of  the  four 
evangelifts.     For  they  did  not  think  it,  nor  was  it  always,   re- 
quifite,   to  mark  down  the  order,   in  which  things  happened. 
They  might  for  one  good  caufe  or  other,   relate  fuch  of  them 
together,  as  were  not  done  together :   but  then,  as  they  do  not 
'fay  they  were,  this  is  no  falfehood.     And  learned  men,  agree-r 
ing  in  the  main,  though  not  in  all  particulars,    have  brought 
them  to  a  harmony  each   with  the  other,  only  by  allowing  a 
very  few  things  to  have  been  tranfpofed  in  one  of  them.     But 
were  the  attempt  harder  than  it  is,   our  edification  from  our 

Saviour's 
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SaviOnt's  dlfcouffes  depends-  Very  little  on  th^'  time,  or  pkce, 
or  other  circurtiftances,  of  thfeir  delivery.  -  Gbmmon  perfons 
need  not  attend  to  fuch  p6ifits  «t  all  j  a^d  petfons  of  more  abi- 
lity will  find  both  a  trial  of  ^eir  impart iala¥y,  and  a  reward 
of  their  kbour^  in  ftbdying  thecn.  IndeecJ'Werfethe  ableil  men 
incapable  of  reconciling  a'll  diflkulttesj^  it  doth  not  follow^  that 
ihey  are  irreconcikable.  Or  though  tliey  wcrej  the  confe- 
-qirence  would  be  only,  that  tlie  divine  fnperintendency,  under 
frfiich  the  authors  wrote,  extended  rtot  fro -feeh  minute  cir- 
cumftandcSj  though  It  did  and  muft  to  doftrines  and  preceptli, 
'and  principal  fafts  *.  Not  very  much  therefore  would  be  loft 
by  this*:  and  one  advantage  would  be  gained  ;  that  thefe  diver- 
fities  would  ftill  more  evidently  flicw,  (what  indeed  the  whole 
air  and  manner  of  their  wrirfngs  fhews)  that  fhe  evangelifts  ^re 
abfolutely  free  from  all  imputation  of  cofte^rtifig  their*  ftory 
together,  to  deceive  mankind :  the  ailunirice  of  which  makes 
".good  amends  in  refpeft  of  ufefulnefs,  for  any  jjferplexitics  We 
may  find  in  adjufting  their  accounts. 

Another  complaint  is,  that  our  Saviour*s  parables^  tvhich 
•inakeup  a  confiderable  part  of  his  doftrinfe  in  the  three  firft 
cvangelifts^  are  iobfcure,  and  fome  of  them  purpofely  madefo: 
and  that  a  great  deal  of  tvhat  he  faith  in  thfe  fourth  is  not  clear- 
er. But  it  fliould  be  confidered,  that  parables  were  not  only 
an  admired  way  of  teaching  'then,  but  a  Valuable  One  in  their 
o\vn  nature  ;  as  they  excite  attention,  pleafe  the  imagination, 
^lid.  faften  upon  the  memory.  And  nothing  can  be  more  in- 
*te?ligible,  or  more  beautifully  perfuafive,  than  m oft,  if  not  all, 
of  our  Saviour's  parables,  *and  other  difcourfes,  are  now,  and 
were  in  a  very  fliort  time  after  his  own  days.  Some  of  both 
indeed  appeared,  and  were  defigned  to  appear,  otherwife,  when 
he  fpoke  them.  But  thefe  were  accommodated  with  the  ut- 
rnoft  prudence^  for  letting  in  I'ght  upon  his  hearers  by  gentle 
degtees,  which,  if  poured  on  them  all  at  once,  would  have 
l>eea  too  ilrong  for  many  perfons  of  good  meaning,  but  whofe 
prejudiccs^irequired  to  be  gradually  worn  olf ;  and  would  have 
farniflied  handles  to  bad  people,  for  decrying  him  fuccefsfully, 
and^  deftroying  him,  before  his  miniftry  had  taken  due  root. 
Perhaps  it  may  be  thought,   that .  to  the  later  feme  of  his  cen- 

fures 

\  • 

•  Concernmg  \V\r,  matter  fee  Gaiiffen,  de  j>rrl*  Dety  §  64,  fee.  See  alfo 
.Arcbbifliop  Potter's  le(5tures,  p.  i4i>  Sec  wliere  the  opinions  of  EnUinus^ 
E^ifcopius,  Grotius,  &c.  are  ftatcd. 
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.  fures  were  too  fevere,  and  feme  of  his  anfwers  not  direfl:  e- 
nough.  But  thej  came  from  one,  who  knew  the  hearts  of 
mei>,  and  fpoke  to  what  he  £aw  there.  The  perfons,  to  whom 
thefe  cenf tires,  or  thefe  anfwers,  were  particularly  directed, 
felt  the  propriety  of  them,  though  poffibly  the  reft,  even  of 
the  by-ftanders,  were  unable  to  perceive  it :  no  wonder  then, 
if  we  are  lefs  able.  And  yet  the  writers  of  the  gofpels  could 
do  no  otherwife,  than  fet  down  what  he  faid,  juft  in  the  man- 
ner tliat  he  faid  it,  however  dark  it  might  be  to  us,  or  to  them- 
fclves.  ^ 

But  his  precepts  alfo,  as  well  as  others  in  fcripture,  are  faid 
by  foms  to  be  fo  general  and  undetermined,  that  withbut  pro- 
per limitations  of  them,  (which  all  men  will  not  think  of 
making,  and  few  can  make  in  every  cafe  rightly)  they  mufl 
cither  lead  us  into  errors,  or  leave  us  uncertain  what  we  are 
\o  do.  Yet  concife  maxims  of  fententious  wifdom  have  always 
been  efteemed  in  all  nations  extremely  ufeful,  notwithftanding 
that  fomewhat  remained  to  be  fupplied  in  them  by  the  com- 
mon fenfe  of  the  hearers  or  readers  :  which  ^  muft  indeed  be 
done,  more  or  lefs,  in  every  thing  written  or  fpoken.  And  a 
bookj  that  fliould  be  framed  to  give  rules  of  aftion  in  all  the 
particular  circumftances  of  every  cafe  that  would  happen, 
would  be  much  too  voluminous  for  vulgar  ufe,  and  too  intri- 
cate for  vulgar  underftandings  :  whereas  rules  that  fet  the  heart 
right  in  the  principal  points,  will  go  a  great  way  towards 
fetting  the  condu^  right  in  all.  Belides,  there  is  ia  general 
very  fmall  danger,  that  precepts  of  piety  and  morals  will  be 
taken  in  too  comprehenfive  and  f(£vere  a  fenfe.  And  therefore 
the  main  bufinefs  is,  to  make  them  comprehenfive  and  fevere 
enough,  which  it  will  be  allowed  th«  fcriptiYre  hath  done  ;  and 
yet  with  fuch  openings  for  the  rational  interpretation  of  them, 
thnt  there  is  no  one  command,  in  the  gofpels  or  elfe where,  of 
which  the  moft  illiterate  perfon,  who  is  at  all  attentive  and 
difcreet,  may  not  fufficiently  apprehend  thq,  juft  bounds ;  either 
by  his  own  comparifon  of  them  with  other  texts,  or  however 
by  the  help  of  fuch  farther  inftruftion  and  exp^cation,  as  in 
worldly  a-ffairs  men  are  well  content  to  aflc  and  receive,  and 
\vould  feared  know  any  one  thing  upon  earth  without  it.  If 
people  have  not  ability  and  leifure  enough  to  find  ont  their 
duty,  from  the  diredions  in  the  bible,  much  lefs  would  they 
ever  deduce  the  whole,  or  any  confide^able  part  of  it,  from  its 
Vol.  I.  3N  *  firft 
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firft  principles,  by  the  mere  light  of  nature*  And  whatevct 
pretences  are  made,  that  the  injunctions  of  fcripture  ^c  not 
determinate  enough,  the  true  inward  obje£iion  commonljr  is, 
that  they  are  too  determinate  againft  fome  favourite. inclina-  \ 
tions  :  whereas,  were  men  left  to  make  a  fyftem  for  them- 
felves,  they  could  eaiily  mould  and  bend  the  laws  of  condud 
to  their  own  liking. 

Againft  the  ufefulnefs  of  the  A£is  of  the  Apqftles^  which  is 
evidently  very  great,  I  think  there  are  no  peculiar  exceptions 
taken,  worth  mentioning  here.  For  the  difficulties,  raifed  on 
fome  points  of  hiftory  in  the  fpeeches  of  St,  Stephen  and  Gfl- 
maliely  are  hot  material,  and  have  been  fufficiently  cleared  up; 
But  heavy  charges  are  brought  againft  the  epiftles  of  St.  Paul^ 
authorized,  we  are  told,  by  St.  Peter  himfelf,  who  affirms, 
ihdXfome  things  in  them  are  hard  to  he  underfloody  which  the 
unlearned  and  unflable  wrefly  as  they  do  alfo  the  other  f crip* 
turesy  unto  their  own  deflruBion  *.  But  doth  St.  Feter  mean 
here  to  cenfure  St.  Paul ^  whom  he  calls,  in  the  preceeding 
verfe,  his  beloved  brother  ;  who,  he  faith,  hath  written  accord- 
ing  to  the  wifdom  given  unto  him,  that  is  from  above ;  and  to 
whofe  writings  he  refers  Chriftians  for  fuller  inftruftion  con- 
cerning what  he  himfelf  is  teaching  ?  Certainly  not,  unlefs  he 
cenfures  the,  other  fcriptures  too  :  for  he  fpeaks  of  them  all  in 
juft  the  fame  ternis.  And  therefore  he  only  gives  a  caution 
concerning  paffages,  which,  either  from  the  abftrufenefs  of  the 
fubjeft,  the  impropriety  of  explaining  it  fully  at  that  time,  or 
God's  purpofe  of  trying  the  reader's  faimefs  of  mind,  were  in- 
volved in  fome  obfcurity.  And  even  of  thefe  he  doth  not  fay^ 
either  that  not  underftanding  them  at  all  would  be  dangerous  j 
(for,  though  ufeful  truths,  they  might  come  iliort  of  neceflaiy 
ones,  or  might  be  more  intelligibly  taught  elfewhere ;)  or  that  all 
perfons  would  be  in  danger  from  underftanding  them  wrongly) 
but  only  the  unlearned^  that  is,  unacquainted  with  the  doc- 
trines of  religion,  for  he  fpeaks  of  no  other  learning  ;  and  the 
unflable^  or  unfettled  in  their  difpofitions,  who  have  no  root  of 
fteadfaftnefs  i|i  faith  or  praftice.  Nor  doth  he  fay  of  thefe^ 
that  weakly  miftaking  fuch  paffages  might  be  their  deflruBion^ 
but  violently  wrejling  and  torturing  them,  to  ill  fenfes,  for  ill 
purpofes.     By  ufage  of  this  kind^  a  hard  text  or  two  may  be 

wickedly 

?  i  Pet  iii.  i6. 


S  E  R.  XL.  On  the  XJfefulnefs  of  Scripture.  467 

wickedly  perverted  to  contradi£t  ever  fo  many  plain  ones,  in 
the  mod  neceffarj  articles  of  belief  or  duty  :  and  the  condem- 
nation of  fuch  as  do  it,  and  perfift  in  it,  is  jiift.  But  hdw  can 
any  argument  be  drawn  from  hence,  to  difprove  the  ufefulnefs 
of  the  facred  books  ?  The  books  of  nature  and  Providence,  it 
will  furely  be  owned,  are  ufeful,  and  to  be  read  by  all  men. 
Yet  are  there  not,  in  them  llkewife,  things  hard  to  he  under" 
Jlood^  which  the  unlearned  and  unjlahle^  which  the  mofl  learn- 
ed and  beft  grounded,  (in  their  own  opinons)  wrejl  to  the  fer- 
vice  ofatheifm,  infidelity,  fuperftition,  immorality  5  and  fo  ruin 
themfelves  in  the  next  life,  perhaps  in  this  too  ? 

Doubtlefs  the  epiftles  of  St.  Paw/ are  4n  many  places  diffi- 
cult. In  fome  he  pours  out  the  abundance  of  his  knowledge 
and  piety  fo  copioufly,  that  common  capacities  are  unable  to 
receive  it  all,  feem^  loft  amidft  the  profufion  of  it,  and  are 
forced  to  let  a  great  deal  flow  by  unapprehended,  at  leaft  tilj 
after  frequent  attentive  readings  ;  In  every  one  of  which  how- 
ever they  imbibe  moft.  refrefhing  and  ftrengthening  nourifh- 
ment.  Sometimes  again,  indeed  often,  he  vilibly  refers  to  the 
then  prefent  ftate  of  the  feveral  churches  ;  to  various  queftions, 
which  they  had  propofed  to  him ;  tp  cuftoms  entertained  by 
them ;  to  erroneous  notions,  remaining,  or  ftarted  up  amohgft 
them  :  which  notions  too  he  appears  to  confute,  now  and  then, 
by  reafonings  taken  from  other  notions  of  theirs,  poffibly  fome 
of  them  erroneous  llkewife,  or  however  doubtful;  that  fo,  by 
entangling  them  in  their  own  miftaken  perfuafions,  they  might 
be  induced  to  throw  them  all  afide,  and  take  up  jufter  and  more 
conliftent  principles.  Now  as  we  have  no  other  knowledge 
of  thefe  things,  in  olir  days,  than  we  can  colledl;  from  the  e- 
piftles  themfelves  ;  no  wonder,  if  we  are  fomctrmes  much 
at  a  lofs.  But  to  the  perfons  who  received  them,  we  have 
caufe  to  think,  they  were  very  intelligible  :,  and  the  conde- 
fcenfion  of  arguing  with  them  in  their  own  way  muft  be  very 
obliging,  and  the  effeft  of  the  whole  throughly  convincing : 
elfe  they  had  not  continued  to  honour  him  and  hts  writings  in 
the  manner  and  degree,  which  we  know  they  did.  Wor  is  it  very 
hard  for  us  now  to  underftand  the  far  greateft  part  of  them : 
and  the  profit  well  repays  the  labour.  But  the  parts  of  more 
general  and  efpecially  praftical  ufe*  which  make  a  large  fliare 
<rf  the  whole,  we  cannot  avoid  underftanding.  So  that  on  the 
whole  his  own    words   concerning  his   teaching  are  perfedlly 

3  N2  juftifiablc; 
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juftifiable  :    If  our  go/pel  be  hidy  it  is  hid  to  them  that  are  lojl^  • 
in  .whom  the  God  of  this  world  hath  blinded  the  minds  of  them 
that  believe  not  *. 

To  the  epiftlcs,  which  follow  St.  PauPsj  no  conGderable;  ob- 
jeftion  is  made.  For,  as  to  any  pretence  of  difference  between 
him  and  St.  J'amesj  about  faith  and  works,  the  former  evi- 
dently means  only,  that  neither  obfervance  of  the  peculiarities 
of  the  Mofaic  law,  nor  the  exaft  obfervance  of  any  law,  is  re- 
quifite  for  our  acceptance  with  God,  but  faith  in  his  covenant 
of  forgivenefs  through  Chrift  ;  and  the  latter  means  only,  that 
this  faith  muft  be  fuch,  as  produces  an  honeft  and  diligent, 
though  not  faultlefs,  performance  of  fuch  works,  as.  that  co- 
venant prefcribcs ;  othierwife  it  is  dead  and  friiitlefs :  which 
two  doflirines  are  perfedlly  confident,  and  abfolutely  neceffary 
to  the  comfort  and  diredion  of  mankind. 

/  The  concluding  book  of  fcripture,  the  Revelation  of  St.  John^ 
is  accufed  of  obfcurity,  and  confcquently  of  ufeleffnefs,  perhaps 
beyond  any  other.  But  it  fljould  be  obferved  in  regard  to  this 
and  all  pf  them,  that  it  may  be  very  material,  in  religion  as 
well  as  in  philofopby,  to  have  fome  information  about  n^atters, 
which  yet  we  can  underftand  but  very  imperfedly  :  and  tbo' 
there  were  more  things  than  there  ^re,  not  at  all^underftood 
now ;  yet  thefe  either  have  been  underftood  by  thofe,  whom 
they  concerned  formerly,  or  will  be  underllodd  by  thofe,  whom 
they  fhall  concern  hereafter  :  as  unqueflionably  in  nature  many 
things,  which  have  never  been  cleared  up,  nor  their  ufes  known 
»s  yet,  will  be  cleared  up  in  time  to  very  good  purpofe.  And 
w^ho  can  tell  how  glorious  a  light  may  one  day  burft  forth, 
and  how  feafonably,  from  the  darkeft  and  leaft  regarded  pro- 
phecies both  of  the  Old  Teftament  and  the  New,  to  confirm 
the  evidence  and  illuftrate  the  doftrines  of  Chriftianity  ?  But 
in  the  mean  while,  they  exercife  vtrj  beneficially  the  induftry 
of  many,  the  humility  and  reverence  of  all.  Though  we  fliould 
never  find  the  meaning  of  fome  of  them,  we  may,  by  fis^rchir.g 
after  it,  find  that  of  others  unexpeftedly,  as  happens  in  various 
cafes  befidea^  And  further  ftill,  be  fome  parts  of  fcripture  e- 
ver  fb  unintelligible,  we  have  tliis  comfort,  that  they  cannot 
make  the  clear  ones  unintelligible  too. 

Yet  here  it  is  anfwered  by  the  bolder  fort  of  ■bbjeaors,  that 

no 
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no  body  can  fay,  what  is  clear  in  fcripture  :  there  arc  diverfitiet 
a£  opinion  about  the  moft  fundamental  points  of  revelation* 
Every  thing  is  difputed;  every  difputant  alledges  what  he 
calls  plain  texts  in  his  favour :  and  how  can  there  be  a  ilrong*. 
er  proof,  than  this  from  fad,  that  the  whole  fyflem  of  the 
bibk  is  obfcure  and  uncertain,  and  therefore  pf  little  ufe? 
But  confider  :  Are  not  the  fundamental  points  of  natural  reli- 
gion, of  morality,  of  civil  government  difputed  too  ?  Have  not  . 
^11  the  principles  of  fcience,  the  credibility  of  hiftory,  the  very 
evidence  of  fenfe,  been  controverted  ?  And  dotTi  not  every  bodjr 
appeal  to  plain  reafon  in  thefe  controverfies,'  juft  as  they  do  to 
plain  fcripture  in  thofe  of  theology  ?  And  do  tjiey  not  all 
make  a  fhift  to  fay  fomething  plaufible  for  themfelves,  or  a- 
gainft  their  adverfaries  ?  And  will  not  this  be  always  the  cafe, 
as  long  as  there  are  in  the  world  conceited  or  perverfe,  igno- 
rant or  inconfiderate,  interefted  or  ambitious  perfons  ?  But 
muft  we  therefore  give  up  every  thing  for  doubtful  and  ufe- 
lefs  ?  Or  if  not,  why  muft  we  give  up  fcripture  ?  Why  not 
truft  ourfelves,  that  we  fee  what  we  do  fee,  there  no  lefs  than 
elfe where,  nolwithftanding  that  there  may  be  perfons,  who 
pretend  to  fea  the  contrary  ?  Infidels  venture  to  be  very  pofi- 
.  tive  in  their  notions,  though  the  ableft,  the  beft,  the  generality  - 
of  men  rejedl  them,  though  they  diifer  widely  amongfl  them- 
felves about  them  ;  though,  when  fearched  to  the  bottom,  they 
are  unfpeakably  more  difficult  to  underftand,  and  more  unfa- 
tisfadory,  fo  far  as  they  are  underftood,  than  ours.  Why  then 
do  we  fufFer  tliem  to  unftttle  us  by  pleas,  that  hold  ftronger 
again  ft  themfelves.  [ 

Another  very  material  confideiation  is  this.  However  dark 
and  perplexing  fome  would  have  the  bible  thought,  in  fa6l  it 
is  certain,  that  wherever  it  hath  been  refpecled  and  carefully 
read,  the  very  loweft  of  the  people  have  had  infinitely  jufter 
fentiments  of  God  and  their  diity,  than  the  higheft  in  other 
places.  The  paffages,  wliich  it  is  pretended  muft  needs  give 
them  wrong  and  grofs  ideas,  of  the  divine  nature  and  attri- 
butes for  inftance,  of  a  future  ftate,.  or  of  any  thiii|  elfe,  do  in 
reality  fcarce  ever  produce  that  efFedl  in  any  of  them  ;  but 
either  they  underftaiid  the  boldeft  figures  eafily,  or  at  leaft 
know  they  are  but  figures  :  and  therefore  though  they  may 
not  apprehend  them  diftlnftly,  they  are  not  mifled  by  them  at 
all.     Indeed  the  very  foundation  of  that  whole  way  of  arguing, 

•which 
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which  confident  perfons  ufe  on  this  fubjefl-,  Is  wrong  :  and  we 
need  not  embarrafs  ourfelves  about  the  particulars  of  it  fo 
much  as  we  do,  Thej  have  fuggefted,  that  if  heaven  vonch- 
fafed"  a  revelation  to  mankind,  it  muft  certainly  be  the  moft 
beautiful  compofition,  in  the  cleared  language  and  the  moft  re- 
gular method  poffible  ;  every  thing  muft  be  fully  explained  in 
it,  nothing  capable  of  being  contradidled  or  doubted ;  and  e- 
very  part  of  the  world  muft  be  put'in  poffeffion  of  it.  Now  we 
find  that  this  is  not  true  of  the  Old  and  New  Teftament,  and 
therefore  fome  are  inclined  to  queftion,  whether  indeed  they  are 
gifts  of  God,  or,  however,  gifts  of  any  extraordinary  value.  But 
the  fame  perfons  might  juft  as  well  have  fuggefted,  that  all  the 
knowledge  he  gives  us  by  natural  means  alfo  muft  be  eafily  ac- 
quired, perfect  and  univerfal :  which  we  experience  it  not  to  be. 
God  hath  provided  remedies  for  the  difeafes  of  oi;r  bodies : 
the  greateft  blefling  we  have,  next  to  thofe  for  the  wants  of 
our  fouls.  But  *  many  of  them  were  unknown  to  mankind  till 
very  lately,  are  knowm  but  to  few  now,  perhaps  very  many, 
that  will  be  known,  are  not  difcovered  yet.  Multitudes  have 
"believed  in  medicines  and  methods  of  no  ufe  at  all  :  feveral  of 
the  beft  have  been  defpifed,  rejefted,  ridiculed ;  fierce  and  long 
difputes  have  arifen  about  the  nature  and  benefit  of  6thers ; 
and  perhaps,  after  much  pains  taken,  much  uncertainty  ftill 
remains  :  the  moft  efficacious  and  apJ)roved  are  often  difagree- 
able  and  difguftfui ;  unfkilfuUy  or  difhoneftly  applied,  they 
have  often  very  bad  effefts,  and  oftener  yet  produce  their  good 
ones  but  flowly  and  imperfeftly.  Yet  we  cannot,  and  we  do 
not  doubt,  but  there  are  fuch  things  as  real  remedies,  which 
a  kind  Providence,  dsferving  our  fincereft  thanks,  hath  beft  ow- 
ed on  us.  And  why  then  ftiould  we  hefitate  about  the  divine 
original,  or  fovereign  ufefulnefs,  of  the  holy  fcriptures,  merely 
becaufe  tliey  are  attended  with  fome  difadvantages  of  the  fame 
fort  ?  Indeed  whatever  way  of  reafoning  would  prove,  that  our 
Maker  is  obliged  to  relieve  either  our  temporal  or  fpiritual  dif- 
orders  in  the  manner  we  could  wifti,  will  prove  equally  that 
he  is  obliged  to  prevent  both  :  the  contrary  of  which  we  daily 
feel.  Therefore  fuppofe  the  bible  had  fuch  imperfeftions  in  it, 
as  it  hath  not,  no  more  would  follow,  than  that  God  had  ex- 
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tended  his  direftion  and  affiftarice  to  the  writers  of  it  only  to 
a  certain  degree :  we  could  never  conclude,  that  he  had  not  di- 
refted  and  aflifted  them,  as  far  as  the  purpofes  of  religion  requir- 
ed. It  may  be  faid  he  could  have  guarded  it  againft  all  poffible 
mifconftruftions  and  objeftions  :  but  perhaps  not  without  mak- 
ing man  a  different  creature  from  what  he  is ;  for  weak  men 
will  ftumble,  and  wicked  men  cavil,  at  every  thing  :  or  not 
without  making  fcripture  fo  different  from  what  it  is,  that  on 
the  whole  it  would  haVe  anfwered  the  feveral  ends,  for  which 
it  was  defigned,  lefs  than  it  doth.  It  may  be  faid  farther,  that 
at  leaft  he  could  eafily  have  guarded  it  againft  many  of  the  ob- 
je6lions  which  have  been  made.  But  perhaps  be  forefaw,  that 
if  he  had,  others  would  have  been  made  in  their  ftead  :  or  he 
thought  fit  to  exercife  the  induftry  of  fome  perfons,  and  try  the 
uprightnefs  of  others.  *In  fhort,  we  muff  fuffer  the  all-wife 
God,  both  to  govern  his  world,  and  to  reveal  his  will,  in  his 
own  way* 

But  a  careful  and  judicious  infpeftion  will  fhew  in  his  word^ 
as  it  doth  in  his  works,  not  only  that  beauty  and  ufe  abound 
much  more  than  was  conceived  at  firft  view  j  but  that  many 
imagined  deformities  are  real  excellencies  j  and  many  feeming-^ 
ingly  worthlefs  or  inconvenient  things,  neceffary  or  beneficial : 
whereas  the  fineft  pieces  of  human  art  feldoiti  fail  of  finking  in 
their  charafter  upon  accurate  examination  and  frequent  review. 
There  are  paffages  in  fcripture  fo  lofty,  that  moft  eyes  are  un- 
able, without  help,  to  fee  their  aieaning  diftindly.  And  why 
fliould  there  not  be  things  above  common  reach,  to  excite  and 
reward  the  attempts  of  the  able  and  diligent ;  to  prevent  their 
being  fatiated  with  plain  doftrines  alone,  till  they  grow  weary 
of  them ;  and  to  give  them  the  pleafure  of  communicating,  and 
others  of  receiving  from  them,  the  difcoveries  they  make:  juft 
as,  in  worldly  affairs;  God  hath  appointed,  that  fome  Ihall  be 
rich  and  charitable,  others  poor  and  thankful  %  and  thus  hath 
provided  in  the  beft  and  wifell  manner  for  all  ?  There  aije  a- 
gain  paffages  of  fuch  great  fimplicity  and  plainnefs^  that  they 
appear  to  fome  low  and  flat.  But  then,  not  only  different 
fubjeds,  and  manners  of  treating  them,  require  very  different 
ftyles  ;  but  all  nations  and  ages  have  their  peculiar  forms  of 
expteflion,  their  circumlocutions  and  repetitions,  which,  how^ 
ever  mean  or  tedious  they  may  feem  to  others,  yet  feem  to 
them  graceful  and  proper :  and  fuch  as  .endeavour  to  teach  and 
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influence  them  (as  the  facred  writers  did  the  Jews  and  firft 
Chriftian  converts,)  do  well  to  comply  with  eftabliQied  ufage 
in  thefc  things,  even  though  they  could  mend   it.     For  this 
teafon  the  authors  of  the  New  Teftament,  had  they  been  maf- 
ters  of  the  moft  elegant  Greek,  would  have  aaed  wifely  in 
preferring  to  it  that  vulgar  kindj  which  the  perfons,  to  whom 
they  wrote,  ordinarily  ufcd,  and  underftood  better  *.     Befides, 
artlefs  and  unadorned  narrations  and  exhortations  arc  beft  fuit* 
ed  to  common  capacities;   and  carry  in  them  fome  evidence, 
that  they  are  not  contrived  to  amufe  atid  deceive  :   for  m  that 
cafe  they  would  have  been  more  laboured   and  ornamentedi 
We  have  no  caufe  therefore,   from  the  roughnefs  and  uncouth 
prolixity  of  fome  parts,  to  think  fcripture  ill  calculated  for  the 
profit  of  its  readers  ;  amongft  whom  its  firft  readers  were  firft 
to  be  regarded :  but  wc  have  much  caufe  from  thie  dignity,  the 
perfuafivenefs,  ^e  energy  of  other  parts,  to  conclude  it  is  tU 
power  of  God  unto  falvation  f  :   for  elTe,   whence  bad  thefe  men 
all  fhefe^  things  %  ?  We  have  no  caufe  in  the  leafl  to  blame  it 
for  what  we  do  not  comprehend  ;  but  abundant  caufe  to  admire 
it  for  what  we  do  ;  and  to  argue,  like  Socrates,  on  reading  the 
works  oi  Heraclitus :,  "  So  much  as  I  u;iderftand  is  excellent^ 
«  and  therefore  I  believe  the  reft  is  fo  too."    We  walit  to  have 
the  bible,  each  according  to  his  natural  difpofitton,  or  acquired 
way  of  thinking,  every  where  fublime,  or  cafy,  or  elegant,  or 
methodical,  or  copious,  or  concife.     But  God  hath  moft  wifely 
made  it  all  things  to  all  men  J  :  hath  furftiftied  it  with  the  clear- 
eft  and  moft  myfterious,  the  loftieft  and  moft  familiar,  the  clof^ 
eft  and  m.oft  diffufe,  the  beft  conncaed  and  the  abrupteft  paff- 
ages,  all  perfeftly  fuited  to  his  gracious  purpofes  :   and  it  iS 
monftrous  perverfenefs  in  us,  to  make  each  his  own  capacity 
the  meafure  of  the  whole  ;  reckon  every  thing,  that  happens 
to  rife  above  us,  unintelligible  ;  every  thing,  that  cofidefcendS 

to  thofe  beneath  tis,  contemptible ;  and  fo  on. 

But 

/ 

•  See  Moflieim's  Cogitatioftes  de  Iiiterpretatione  S5.  TitteraTum,  p. 
176.  where  he  defends  the  impolite  ftyle  ojf  fcripture,  as  moft  intelligible 
to  the  generality,  and  fupports  his  defence  by  the  authority  of  Ong. 
contra  Celf.  1.  vi.  And  Sext,  Emp.  lib.  i.  adv.  mattheiiiaticos  feu  lib.  \i 
c.  10.  adv.  grammaticos,  S  234.  p.  a^S*  Ed.  Fsibr* 
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But  then  farther,  we  ought  tp  confider,  that  the  lateft  bookg 
of  the  bible  are  near  1700  years  oy,  the  earlieft  many  agep 
older  lUll :  both  parts  of  it  written  in  languages,  that  hav^ 
long  been  out  of  common  ufe  ;  and  the  firft  in  one,  of  which 
we  have  no  other  remains  approaching  towards  its  antiquity  \ 
and  which  therefore,  werx^  it  ever  fo  accurate  and  beautiful 
originally,  is  incapable  of  being  perfedly  underllood  at  pre- 
fent.  Now  thefe  things,  and,  what  muft  accompany  them,  a 
great  diverfity  of  cufloms,  and  modes  of  fpeaking,  fromr  ours» 
without  defeating,  or  obftrucling,  the  general  defign"  of  fcrip^ 
ture,  muft  of  neceffity  obfcure  the  beauty,  and  even  the  mean^ 
ing,  of  particular  places  ;  and  prevent  in  fome  meafurc  its  ap- 
pearing to  us  what  it  is  in  itfelf.  The  fame  is  the  cafe  of  the 
ancient  fine  writers  among  the  heathens.  Yet  none  of  them 
was  ever  defplfed  on  that  account  by  men  of  judgment:  but 
they  are  ftudied  and  illuft rated,  and  their  latent  excellencies 
pointed  out  with  the  greater  care  ;  and  perhaps  the  more  ad* 
mired,  for  being  lefs  obvious  :  and  large  allowances  are  mad^ 
for  thofe  perfeftions,  which  mull  have  been  formerly  vifible^ 
but  are  no  longer  fo.  Now  furely  we  ought  to  judge  of  fcrip^ 
ture  with  equal  fairnefs  and  regard. 

Befides,  as  all  ancient  books  in  the  world  have  fuSered  more 
or  lefs  by  the  negligence  of  tranfcribers,  and  the  injuries  ot 
time,  yet  without  the  lofs,  or  any  confider^able  diminution,  o£ 
their  ufefulncfs  by  it  \  fo  may  the  bible.  It  is  much  b^ter 
guarded  againft  wUful  corruptions,  and  even  cafual  miftakesi 
in  material  points,  than  any  other  old  record,  by  the  vaft  mul- 
titude of  copies,  taken  early,  difperled  every  where,  read  in 
public^  weighed  in  private,  quoted  in  fermons,  converfationSf- 
books,  and  remaining  in  the  hands  of  all  different  fefts  ot 
Chrillians,  who  would  of  courfe  watch  one  another  to  prevent 
any  attempts  of  making  iterations.  Accordingly  we  find,  and 
have  great  caufe  to  adore  Providence  for  it,  th^  neither  during 
the  long  reign  of  Popery  hath  any  text  been  changed,  whatever 
may  have  been  tried,  to  favour  their  tenets  ;  nor  do  die  vari- 
ous readings  of  the  manufcripts  or  tranflations  of  any  church 
upon  earth,  affect  aiiy  fingle  fundamental  of  faith  or  praftice. 
But  ftill  even  fmall  errors  in  copying  may  have  rendered  paff*. 
ages  of  lefs  moment,  (for  in  thefe  they  would  be  likeliec  ta 
efcape  obfervation)  defedlive,  harfli,  contrary  to  grammar,  in- 
explicable ;    may   have  broken    connexions,    that   once  were 
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plain  ;  raifed  feemlng  incodiflencies,  where  at  firft  there  were 
none ;  but  particularly  may  have  altered  namCSf  and  ihcreafed 
or  leiTefned  numbers,  which  in  all  books  are  very  apt  to  fiiffet 
by  tranfcribingi  And  the  various  difadvfotages,  under  which 
any  parts  of  fqripture  may  be  juuly  fuppofed  to  lie,  from  fuch 
accidents  as  thefe,  mufl  in  all  equity  be  charged^  not  on  itfelf» 
but  on  the  blameable  carelefTnefs  of  mankind.  God  was  not 
obliged  to  work  miracles  to  prevent  theni :  but  we  are  obliged 
to  honour  duly  whatever  comes  from  him,  though  we  cannot 
enjoy  it  in  its  original  perfeAion.  Length  of  time  hath  not 
diminiihed  at  all  in  any  thing  effcntial,  nor  very  confiderably 
in  any  thing  elfe,  the  ufefulnefs  of  the  facred  writings  :  which^ 
I  hope^  hath  now  been  fatisfaftorily  proved  and  vindicated* 

But  the  text  afferts  them,  not  only  to  be  ufeful,  but  complete- 
ly ufeful :  that^  by  their  means,  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfe8i 
throughly  furnijbed  unto  all  good  woris  :  the  minifler  of  the 
gofpel  fully  provided  with  what  he  is  to  preach,  the  believer 
with  what  he  is  to  learn*  I  cannot  enlarge  on  this  point,  and 
furely  I  need  not :  for  the  proof  is  fliort,  and  the  objeftions 
eafily  obviated  without  naming  them.  If  the  fcriptures  arc 
infpired,  what  they ^  fay  of  themfelves  is  true ;  and  they  fay 
they  are  fufficient  to  falvation,  plainly  in  the  text  and  elfc- 
where,  and  imply  it  throughout^  The  Old  Teftament  was 
fufficient  in  its  time :  how  can  we  doubt  but  the  New  is  now  ? 
How  can  we  imagine,  that  in  a  volume  of  fuch  bulk,  written. 
by  different  perfons,  all  under  the  diredioi^  of  God,  profcffed- 
ly  for  inftruding  mankind  in  religion,  and  containing  fo  many 
difcoarfes  of  Chrift  and  his  apoftles  for  that  purpofe,  any  thinf 
neceffary  is  omitted  ?  Befides,  we  can  know  no  more  of  Chrif- 
tionity  with  certainty  by  any  other  way,  than  we  know  bj 
this.  Oral  inftruftion  would  anlwer  the  end  very  well  for  a 
time^  and  did  fo  :  and  .therefore  St.  Paul  very  ^properly  direds 
the  ^hejfaloniam  to  hold  the  traditions^  nvhich  they  had  been 
taught^  whether  by  word^  or  by  his  epijlle  *.  But  things,  de- 
livered by  word  of  mouth  only,  are  foon  loft  or  changed  ;  and 
falfe  and  mifehievous  traditions  rife  up-inftead  of  the  true,  a^ 
the  y^i/b  church  had  then  experienced :  and  therefore  thtf 
Chriftian  covenant  was  put  in  writing  by  the  firft  publifliers 
•f  it,  as  the  preceding  was  by  Mofes.     Tlie  GUriftian  writers^ 

whd 

•  a  Theff.  U.  15. 


Ser.  XL,  On  the  Ufefulnefs  of  Scripture .  475 

who  fucceeded  the  apoftles,  were  confeflcdly  fallible,  and  con- 
fequently  unworthy  of  equal  regard  with  them  :  nor  did  thejr 
attentpt  to  make  any  additions  to  the  rule  of  faith  and  man* 
ners,  cpioprehended  in  the  bible.  On  the  contrary,  they  held, 
as  we  do,  that  all  effential  articles  are  to  be  found  there :  and 
^o  did  the  following  ages  too  :  till  at  length  the  rulers  of  th< 
church  of  Rome^  having  fet  up  notions  and  praftices,  which 
the  fcripture  did  not  warrant,  were  obliged  to  pretend,  (but 
very  falfely)  that  they  w.ere  taught  by  the  ancient  fathers,  or 
delivered  down  by  memory.  And  they  decreed  in  the  coun- 
cil of  Trenty  aoo  years  ago^  that  fuch  traditions  were  to  be 
received  with  the  fame  refpedl  as  holy  writ.  But  let  us  reft 
on  furer  ground  :  build  on  the  foundation  of  the  apqflles  and 
prophets^  Jefus  Chrijl  himfelf  being  the  chief  corner  fl9ne  *  ;  and 
on  all  occafions  appeal  to  the  law  and  to  the  teflimony  :  for  if 
they  f peak  not  according  to  this  word^  it  is  hecaufe  tberjB  is  m 

light  in  them  f . 

• 
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On  TH5  Duty  of  Reading  the  Scripture. 


a  Tim.  iii,  i6,  17. 

Attfcripture  is  given  by  infpiration  of  God :  tmd  is  projitabh 
for  do£irine^  for  reproof  for  corre£iion^  for  inftruBion  in 
rigbteoufnefs  :  that  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfeif^  throughly 
furni/hed  unto  all  good  works^ 

TN  difcourfing  on  thefe  words,  I  have  already  proved, 
I.  That  fcripture  is  of  divine  authority  : 

II.  That  it  completely  anfwers  every  purpofe  of  religion. 
And  therefore  I  now  proceed  to  the  next  head,  propofed  in 

the  beginning,  which  is  - 

III.  That  we  ought  to  read  and  ftudy  it  diligently. 

This  duty  follows  with  the  cleareft  evidence,  from  its  infpi- 
ration  apd  ufefulnefs.  For  if  we  may  negled  what  was  writ- 
ten  under  fo  peculiar  a  direftion  of  God,  for  our  guidance  to 
eternal  happinefs,  to  what  can  we  pofUbly  ever  be  bound  ta 
attend  ?  And  yet  I  fear  the  confciences  of  many,  if  not  moil 
of  us,  can  too  eafily  inform  us,  how  little  we  regard,  how  fel- 
dom  we  look  into,  thefe  books.  We  exclaim  againft  it  per-. 
haps  as  the  wickedeft  tyranny  in  the  church  of  Rome,  that  it 
prohibits  them  to  be  read  without  licence.  But  do  we  our- 
felves  muke  much  more  ufe  of  our  bibles,  in  the  midil  of  the 
fuUeft  liberty,  than  if  they  continued  to  be  locked  up  from  us? 
Do  we  not  fpend  a  very  fmall  fliare  of  our  time,  of  our  leifure 
time,  in  looking  into  the^,  compared  with  what  is  wafted  in 
1^  idldl  occupations  and  amttfements  ?    The  hours  which  we. 
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allot  to  reading,*  do  we  not  more  commonlyy  and  with  far  more 
pleafute,  employ  thctn  on  any  other  fort  of  reading,  the  moft 
infignificant,  the  moft  corrupting  and  pernicious,  than  on  this  ? 
Are  there  not  multitudes,  who  can  hardly  name  the  time, 
when,  even  on  the  Lord's  day  itfelf,  they  read  a  chapter,  with 
the  ferious  intention  of  improving  their  fouls  ?  Nay,  the  few, 
(and  very  few*l  doubt  they  are  at  prefent)  who  think,  of  reli^ 
gion  in  earneft,.do  they  not  ufually  apply  to  other  books  chief- 
ly for  inftrudion  in  it,  and  ftudy  the  facred  volumes  far  leij 
than  the  compofitions  of>failible  men  ? 

.  Thefc  are  fads  as  notorious  as  they  are  lamentable.  And 
therefore  I  Ihall 

I.  Confider,  in  order  to  remove  the  caufes,  from  which  fo 
wonderful  a  contempt  of  God's  word  hath  arifen, 
•    a.  Produce  his  commahds  for  paying  it  a  very  different  re* 
gard. 

3.  Shew  what  evils  follow  from  difpbeying  thefe  commands* 

I.  I  flikU  confider  the  caufes,  from  which  this  wonderful 
contempt  of  God's  word  hath  arifen. 

Now  the  more  general  caufes  doubtlefs  are,  the  original  cot^ 
ruption  of  our  nature,  indifpoiing  us  to  every  thing  goo^ ;  (a* 
gainfl  which,  if  we  valUe  our  interefts  in  a  future'  life,  we 
ought  to  watch  continually :)  and  our  confequent  ads  and  ha-* 
bits  of  fin,  which  we  very  abfurdly  fufFer  to  drive  us  from  the 
fcripture,  that  we  may  be  cafy  in  them,  inftead  of  having  re*, 
courfe  to  the  fcripture,  which  would  excite  us  to  an  effeftual 
reformation  of  them.  Ancrther  very  extenfive  caufe  is  the 
^rong  education  of  our  youth.  They  are  very  little  taught, 
in  comparifon  of  what  they  fliould,-  (if  they  are  taught  at  all) 
either  by  their  parents  at  home,  or  their  matters  or  tutors  af- 
terwards, to  be  reverently  converfant  in  the  facred  writings, 
and  yet  lefs  inftruded  how  to  profit  by  them.  Hence  tliey 
are  unacquainted  with  their  JtiiEory,  their  doftrincs,  their  lan- 
guage :  have  wk  ^aiJy  impreffioris-  made  on  them  in  favour  of 
what  they  contained  :  aiid  fo,  when  tliey  are  grown  up,  igno- 
tantiy  flight  them,  fin  without  any  reftraint  from  them,  and 
are  eafily  induced  to  join  with  foofFers  in  ridiculing  them.  All 
this  might  be  muqb  otherwise,  if  they,  who  educate  children, 
"^ere  but  near  fo  careful  about  it,  as  true  piety,  or  even  com- 
^nton  prudmce^  would  lead  them  to  be. 

Other 
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Other  caufes,  or  excufes,  for  negleding  to  read  fcripture  are, 
the  varroos  objeftions  made  againfl  it,  manj  of  which  you 
have  heard  confuted  ;  and  the  difagreeablenefs  ariixng  from  the 
peculiarity  of  its  ftyle,  of  which  alfo  I  have  fpoken.  But 
fueh  as  cis^n  read  it  only  in  a  tranflation,  (and  the  reft  are  a 
very  fmall  number  in  proportion,}  will  b^  tempted  to  complain 
of  it  ftill  more  than  others :  whereas  the^  ought  to  acknow* 
ledge,  that  they  are  lefs  qualified  to  ju4ge,  and  therefore  Icfs 
intitled  to  find  fault.  For  all  tranQations,  efpecially  from  writ-* 
tings  of  diftant  countries  and  ages^  loSc  a  great  deal  of  the  fpi* 
Tit,  the.  ftrcngib;  the  elpgance,  and  often  the  cleamefs  too,  o( 
the  original.  Beiides,  ours  is  a  literal  tranflation.  Even  the 
moft  figurative  and  poetical  paffages,  and  the  remoteft  from 
our  whole  common  manner  of  expreffion,  are  almoft  always 
rendered  word  for  word,  without  aiming  at  beauty,  but  merely 
at  faithful nefs.  It  is  incredible,  to  any  but  men  of  ikill  iq* 
thefe  matters,  how  great  a  difadvantage  this  muft  be.  Scarce 
any  other  ancient  boak  could  appear  tolerable  in  fuch  a  drefs, 
tut  the  bible ;  and  that  fuffers  by  it  extremely.  Yet  if  this 
method  had  not  been  chofen,  if  any  fine  paflages  had  been 
brought  into  a  fairer  light,  any  harfli  ones  foftened,  any  dark 
ones  explained,  any  turn  of  a  fentence  made  more  forcible  or 
more  pleafing,  J)y  taking  only  fuch  freedoms,  in  a  moderate 
«legree,  as  are  taken,  to  a  very  great  one,  in  moft  or  all  other 
authors,  that  we  tranflate  ;  the  fame  peribns  who  complain  of 
flatnefs  or  obfcurity  now,  would  have  complained  of  artifice 
and  uhfairnefs  then.  And  furely  the  fcrupulous  fidelity,  which 
bath  been  fhewn  on  this  occafion,  well  deferves  in  return  the 
candor  of  making  all  due  allowances.  Amongft  thefe,  a  very 
great  one  13  to  be  made  on  the  following  account,  that  even 
this  tranflation  was  publiflied  above  150  years  ago';  when  multi- 
tudes of  texts  were  not  near  fo  well  underftood,  and  confequently^ 
could  not  be  fo  rightly  exprefled,  as  they  have  been  fince :  when 
alfo  our  language  was  di^erent,  in  feveml  particulars^  from 
what  it  is  at  prefent ;  and  therefore,  though  it  hath  been  hap- 
pily fecured,  by  the  common  ufeofour  bible  and  prayer-book, 
from  changing  fo  fad  as  it  did  before,  yet  fome  phrafes  in 
both  are  become  lefs  intelligible,  and  a  greiit  many  lefs.  proper 
and  graceful,  than  they  once  were  :  not  to  fay,  that  the  utmoik 
propriety  and  accuracy  was  not  in  thofe  days  yetj  ftri£Hy  re- 
l^arded.     Beiides,  every  boo^  qf  .the  bible  hath,  for  the  con-^ 
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Venience  of  quotation,  been  divided,  many  ages  after  it  Wai 
written,  into  chapters,  not  always  quite  fo  judicioufly  feparated, 
ks  they  might  have  been ;  and  thefe  chapters  again  into  ver;Jr 
fliort  Verfes,  which  perfohs  are  too  apt  to  confider  as  indepen^ 
dent  fentences ;  and  thus  often  miftake  the  meaning,  but 
oftener  ftlU  overlook  the  otherwife  plain  cotineiiott  arid  forcfe 
of  argument  in  the  facred  writings :  perhaps  imagine  that 
there  is  none,  and  that  ftudying  them  is  to  little  purpofe.  Nay, 
laftly,  the  very  expofitors  of  fcripture,  whofe  profefTiori  is  to 
aflifl  men  in  reading  it,  and  whofe  utility  for  that  purpofe,  up- 
dn  the  whole,  is  very  confiderable,  yet  fometimes  difcourage 
them  from  it.  For  commentators,  in  all  books  on  which  they 
labour  much,  and  therefore  above  all  in  the  bible,  on  which 
they  have  laboured  moft,  frequently  perplex  what  without 
them  would  be  clear  enough  ;  either  from  partiality  to  theif- 
*own  notions,  or  vanity  of  finding  out  fomething  new,  or  defire 
of  feeming  to  differ  from  others  where  they  do  not,  that  they 
may  not  feem  to  copy  them  when  they  do. 

AH  thefe  things  contribute  to  leffen  the  efteem  of  the  bibl« 
with  fome,  perhaps  more  than  is  imagined  i  for  though  they 
may  feldom  be  propofed  as  dire6l  formal  arguments  againft 
its  ufefulnefs,  yet  they  are  fecretly  and  artfully  thrown  into 
the  fcale,  fo  as  to  Weigh  a  great  deal  on  th?.t  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion.  And  many,  who  will  not  allow,  or,  it  Inay  be,  do  not 
perceive,  that  they  think  the  worfe  of  fcripture  for  them,  ytt 
are  kept  by  them,  mdre  or  lefs,  from  the  ferious  reading  of  it. 
But  evidently  both  forts  of  perfons  adl  very  unreafonably.  For 
the  original  is  not  in  the  leaft  anfwerable  for  the  defefts  of  tran- 
flations,  or  for  any  other  human  imprudences*  And  though 
it  cannot,  by  the  beiytranflation,  appear  in  all  its  primitive  fpleh- 
dor ;  yet  in  the  worft  (and  ours  is  f^r  from  being  fuch,}  it  exhi- 
bits every  thing  neceffary  to  the  obtaining  of  eternal  life,  which 
alone  might  fufficichtly  recommend  it  to  our  moft  reverent  re- 
fpeft  and  diligent  meditation.  However,  befides  this^  uhd^r 
its  greateft  difadvaiitagesJj  if  we  dttend  to  it  judicioufly,  we 
fhall  find  in  it,  (as  critics,  by  no  means  prejudiced  in  its  fa- 
vour, have  confefied)  far  nobler  and  more  ftriking  beauties, 
'  and  in  far  greater  plenty,  than  in  any  or  all  the  writers  of  hea- 
then antiquity. 

But  the  internal  hindrances,  (if  I  may  call  them  fo)  of  ftudy- 
iag  fcripture,  have  not  been  the  only,  or  perhaps  the  chief 

ones* 
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bn^s.  Others  of  ftrong  influence  have  proceeded  from  put- 
ward  and  accidental  circumftanccs.  When  reftoriug  the  know- 
ledge of  it  hid  overthrown  the  dominion  of  Popery  over  this 
and  feveral  neighbouring  countries,  (aa  event,  which  ought  t6 
make  it  for  ever  dear  to  us,)  the  fpirit  of  controverfj,  once 
taifed  on  that  fubjeft,  was  unneceffarily  extehded  to  fo  many 
others,  that  the  word  of  God  cam«  to  be  confidered  by  tod 
many  in  fcarce  any  other  light  than  as  furnifliing  materials  for 
difputes :  and  fo  the  following  generations  began  to  grow 
weary  of  them  and  it  together.  Another  misfortune  was,  that 
frequently  men,  not  the  be  ft  qualified  for  interpreting  even  the 
plainer  parts  of  it,  blinded  with  new  light,  undertook  without 
fear  the  moft  difficult ;  and  fathered '  upon  the  bible  whatever 
abfurdities  had  ftarted  up  in  their  own  imaginations.  Befidesj 
not  a  few  in  the  laft  century,  from  an  affeftation  of  uncom- 
mon efteem  for  it,  introduced  its  peculiar  phrafes  on  occafions' 
of  fo  little  dignity,  graf:ed  fo  freely  ftill  more  peculiar  ones 
upon  them,  and  ufed  both  fo  improperly  and  unfeafonably,  that 
others,  from  difguft  of  their  language,  contraded  no  fmall  di- 
flike  to  that  of  fcripture  itfelf.  Nay,  I  fear,  that  the  facred 
writings  have  not  had  fufficient  juftice  done  them  even  in  the 
pulpit.  We  are  apter  to  dwell  on  general  fubjefts,  than  to  ex- 
plain particular  paflages :  and  afraid  to  break  the  force  of  a 
reafoning  or  an  exhortation  by  intermixing  with  it  the  cxpo- 
fition  of  a  text.  In  fome  degree  this  may  be  right :  but  I  doubt 
tee  carry  it  too  far,  efpecially  as  we  have  no  feparate  expound- 
ing of  fcripture,  which  difcreetly  conduSed  would  be  unfpeak- 
ably  ufeful.  And  thus  the  people  have  been  left  fadly  ignorant 
of  a  great  part  of  their  bibles.  Now  thefe  things,  coinciding 
in  our  days  with  a  higher  degree,  than  ever  tlffe  world  knew 
before,  of  that  felf-opinion,  which  defpifes  the  doctrines  of  re- 
velation as  irrational,  and  that  rage  for  felf-indulgcnce  of  every 
kind,  which  renders  its  precepts  and  threatenings  infupporta- 
ble,  have  produced  an  abfolute  fcorn  of  it  in  great  numbers; 
and  a  ftrange  indifference  towairds  it  in  almoft  all.  So  that 
now  mere  cuftom  and  fafhion  is  thought  fufficient  to  juftify, 
and  even  require,  if  we  are  well  bred,  a  total  and  avowed  ne- 
glefl:  of  this  important  book  ;  without  fpending  a  moment  on 
the  difagreieable  examination,  what  pleas  it  hath  to  urge  for 
fceicg  ftudied  as  the  law  of  our  lives. 

Yet 
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Yet  vifiWy  thefe  inducements  for  difregarding  it,  are,  if  pof- 
fible,  more  grouiidlei^  thg^n  the  foregoing*  Some  have  mad^ 
wrong  and  abfurd  ufes  of  it.  Why  fliould  that  hinder  us  from 
making  the  right  and  wife  one  ?  Some  are  eonceitcd,  or  vici- 
ous, or  fond  of  applaufe  from  the  weakeft  of  their  frllow  crea- 
tures. Why  fliould  not  we,  notwithllandiag  that,  be  humbles 
and  virtuous,  and  feekthe  approbation  of  our  Creator?  Let  us 
therefore  determine,  that  neither  bad  reafbns  nor  bad  examples 
{hall  ever  move  us  to  flight  the  holy  fcriptures  :  and  carefully 
divefting  ourCelves  of  the  prejudices  too  commonly  arifing  from 
them,  let  us  proceed, 

2.  To  hear  the  divine  commands  for  reading  and  honouring  lU 

Every  manifeftation  of  God's  will  implies  in  its  very  nature 
a  command  to  hearken  to  it  with  our  deepeil  attention  :  and  his 
words  could  be  written  down  for  no  other  end,  than  that  all 
perfoas  concerned  might  perufe  them  frequently,  and  bear  them 
always  in  mind.  But  that  none  may  pretend  ignorance  of  his 
purpofe,  he  hath  declared  it  exprefsly.  Mofes  charges  the  If* 
raelites :  Behold  I  have  taught  you  Jlatutes  and  judgments^  everi 
as  the  Lord  my  God  commanded  me  :  take  heed  to  thyfelf^  and 
keep  thy  foul  diligently^  lefi  thou  forget  them^  and  they  depart 
from  thy  heart :  hut  teach  them  thy  fons  and  thy  fons  fons^  that 
they  may  learn  to  fear  him  all  the  days  that  they  fhall  live  upon 
the  earthy  and  that  they  may  teach  their  Children  *•  God  him- 
felf  charges  them  :  Lay  up  thefe  my  words  in  your  heart  and 
in  your  foul^  and  teach  them  your  children^  that  your  days  may 
he  multiplied^  and  the  days  of  your  children  f .  He  charges 
'Jofhua  in  particular  .•  Tii*  hook  of  the  lawfhall  net  depart. out 
of  thy  mouth  J  but  thoufhalt  meditate  therein  day  and  nighty 
that  thou  mayefl  ohferve  to  do  according  to  all  that  is  written 
therein  :  for  thenfhalt  thou  make  thy  way  prof perous^  and  then 
fhalt  thou  have  goodfuccefs  t-  The  firft  Pfalm  faith  the  very 
fame  thing  of  every  pious  man :  His  delight  is  in  the  law  of 
the  Lord^  and  in  his  law  will  he  exercife  himfelf  day  and  night  ^ 
and  whatfoever  he  doth^  it  fball  profper^.  Nor 'are  we  to 
fludy  the  precepts  only,  but  the  reft.  Ifaiahy  fpeaking  of 
the  completion  of  a  prophecy,  direfts  the  people  :  Seek  ye  ouB 
of  the  hook  of  the  Lord  and  read^.     When  the  rich  man  in  the. 

Vol.  L  '  3  P  »     parable 

•  Deirt.  iv.  Si  9,  lO*  t  Heut.  jii.  18,  i^,  ai.  i  Jolb.'i*  8; 
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parable  was  defirous  to  prevent  his  brethren  from  coming  in-* 
to  the  fame  place  of  torment  with  himfelf,  Abraham  faid.  unto 
him,  ney  have  Mofes  and  the  prophets :  let  them  hear  them*. 
When  the  Jews  were  venting  their  prejudices  againft  our  Sa- 
viour, he  exhorts  them  :  Search  thefcriptures  zfor  in  them  ye 
thinks  meaning,  and  rightly  think,  ye  have  eternal  life  ;  and, 
they  are  they  which  tefiify  of  me  f  •  St.  Paul  tells  the  Romans^ 
that  whatfoever  things  were  written  aforetime  were  written  for 
our  learning  J,  Now  we  cannot  queftion  furely,  but  the  New 
Teflament  deferves  equal  attention  with  the  Old.  The  proof, 
which  jou  have  had,  of  its  infpiration,  proves  that  at  the  fame 
time.  The  gofpels,  written  that  men  might  believe^  and  believ~ 
ing  have  Ife  ^,  mull  be  read  to  produce  that  eflfe£l.  Of  the 
cpiflles  we  may  judge,  by  the  care  which  *St.  Paul  took  to 
have  his  communicated  and  fpread.  He  infcribes  his  firft  to 
the  Corinthians y  not  to  them  only,  but  to  all  that  in  .every  place 
call  upon  the  name  of  Jefus  Chrifl  our  Lord  \,  He  requires 
the  Colofjiansy  when  that  which  he  addreffed  to  them  .  is  read 
amongjl  them^  to  caufe  that  it  be  read  alfo  in  the  church  of  the 
Laodiceans  ||,  He  charges  the  ^Thejfalonians  by  the  Lordy  in 
the  firft  epiftle,  which  they  had  from  him,  that  it  be  read  unta 
all  the  holy  brethren  **.  Doubtlefs  the  other  churches  too 
underftood  his  mind  in  this  matter.  And  St.  John,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Revelatio^j  a  book  that  feems  the  leaft  fitted  of 
any  for  common  ufe,  takes  care  to  fay,  Blejfed  is  he  that  read- 
ethy  and  they  that  hear^  the  words  of  this  prophecy  ff . 

Thefe  excellent  men  could  not  mean,  that  only  the  Chriftians 
of  that  generation  were  bound.tocead  their  writings.  They 
knew  the  following  ones  would  have  the  fame  and  greater 
need,  in  proportion  to  their  diftance.  The  following  ones,  for 
three  centuries  and  more,  knew  it  themfelves  ;  employed  their 
thoughts  on  the  facred  books  principally,  carried  them  about 
in  their  bofoms,  gave  up  their  lives  rather  than  part  with 
them :  and  fuch  as  through  fear  delivered  them  to  their*  per- 
fecutors  to  be  deflroyed,  were  cenfured  by  the  authority  of  the 
church  ;  and  branded,  in  the  common  fpeech  of  the  faithful,  by 
the  infamous  name  of  Trad^tores^  from  which  the  word  traitor 
is  /lerived  into  our  tongue. 

In 
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In  vain  are  we  told  then,  that  the  fcriptures  contain  paffa- 
ges  hard  to  he  undeijloody  and  therefore  are  not  fit  for  vulgar 
infpedion.  St.  Pete;-^  who  faid  they  did  *,  made  no  fuch  in- 
ference. ^  The  primitive  Chriflians,  who  experienced  it  as  well 
as  we,  never  thought  nor  heard  of  any  fuch.  In  our  Saviour's 
converfation  with  his  apoftles  there  were  things,  extremely 
hard  to  be  imderftood  :  ought  they  then  to  have  been  debar- 
red from  it?  Let  us  not  aim  to  be  wifer  than  God.  He  hath 
given  us  his  word,  not  for  a  fnare,  but  for  a  light  and  a  guide. 
Every  bleffing  which  we  have,  indeed,  puts  us  to  fome  trial : 
and  this  tries  our  fairnefs  of  mind,  our  diligence  in  collecting 
the  articles  of  our  faith  and  pradlice,  our  gratitude  for  what 
he  bellows,  our  fubmiffion  to  his  good  pleafure  in  what  he 
withholds  from  us.  But  he  that  hath  engaged  us  in  this  work, 
if  we  ufe  our  faithful  endeavours  humbly,  will  not  fail  to  fup- 
port  us  under  the  difficulties  of  it  j  and  the  going  through  it 
as  we  ought  will  be  fuitably  rewarded.  Were  the  pretended 
dangers  therefore,  in  the  lludy  of  fcripture,  much  greater  than 
they  are,  yet  this  is  the  method,  which  God  hath  appointed 
for  our  fpiritual  improvement ;  and  which  having  appointed. 
Tie  will  render  eiffeaual.  Let  us  truft  him  therefore  to  inllru6t 
us  in  his  own  way.  By  the  reading  and  preaching  of  his 
word,  however  unpromifing  the  means  might  feem,  he  raifed 
up  his  church  at  firft,  notwifhftanding  all  the  violence  of^Vtui 
and  Heathens  :  and  by  the  fame  he  will  uphold  it  for  ever,  a- 
gainft  all  the  fcoiFs  and  cavils  of  Infidels.  For  the  focli/hnefs 
of  God  is  wifer  than  men  4  and  the  weaknefs  of  God  isjironger 
than  men  f .  Our  only  concern  is  to  perform  the  duty,  which 
he  hath  commanded:  and  we  fhall  certainly  receive  the  bene- 
fits, which  he  hath  promifed,  each  in  the  manner  and  degree^ 
that  his  cafe  requires. 

Biit  as  you  have  already  feen  the  profitablenefs  of  fcripture 
to  every  purpofe  of  religion,  you  have  feen  by  confequence 
the  advantages  of  being  converfant  in  it :  and  therefore  I  fliall 
now  go  on  to  invert  the  profpeft,  by  fliewing  you,  as  I  pro- 
pofed, 

3.  The  evils,  which  follow  from  difregarding  the  injunftions 
-pf  God  in  relation  to  it. 

Wc^e 
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Were  thofe  injun£lions  Jn  themfelves  of  no  great  momenty 
jret  thej  come  from  the  Almighty  :  and  refufing  to  take  no* 
^ice  of  them  is  lofing  the  recompence  of  fo  much  obedience, 
and  incurring  the  penalty  of  fo  much  difobedience.  But  they 
fire  indeed  of  moment  unfpcakable,  in  feveral  refpeSs.  The 
^acred  writings  are  the  fource  of  our  religious  knowledge: 
and  withoul  an  acquaintance  with  them,  we  Ihall  be  liable  to 
ignorance,  uncertainty  and  miftake,  even  in  points  of  the 
greateft  importance.  Thence  arofe  the  falfe  doftrine  of  the 
Sadducees^  to  whom  our  Saviour  fays,  Xe  do  err,  not  kno%ving 
the  fcriptures  *.  Nor  is  the  danger  lefs  in  refpeft  of  praSice. 
Ncgled  of  holy  writmuft  introduce  a  negleft  of  its  Author,  on 
rnore  accounts  than  one.  How  fliall  perfons  keep  themfelves 
^^^Y  in  not  looking  into  a  book,  which  their  Maker  hath  ap- 
pointed to  be  written  for  their  ufe,  and  required  them  to  ufe 
continually,  but  by  thinking  as  little  and  as  lowly  of  him  as 
they  can  ?  Therefore  they  will  be  ftrongly  tempted  to  every 
thing,  that  may  aflift  them  in  fuch^mpiety  :  and  will  foon,  alas, 
find  themfelves  able  to  make  large  advances  in  that  high  road 
to  ruin  here  and  hereafter.  Again,  fcripture  places  before 
men,  in  every  page,  the  moft  afFefting  proofs  and  defcriptions 
of  the  holinefs  and  juftice,  the  wifdom  and  power,  the  goodnef^ 
and  mercy il  the  continual  prefence  and  never  ceafing  agency  of 
Him,  who  is  the  Creator,  the  BenefaSor,  the  King  and  Judge 
of  all.  It  makes  known  to  us  the  inexpreffible  condefceniion 
and  love  of  our  Redeemer,  the  perfeft  reafonablenefs  and  pu- 
rity 9f  his  law,  the  need  and  means  of  obtaining  the  fanftifying 
inffuences  of  the  bleffcd  Spirit,  the  infinite  importance  of  prcr 
pariniT  for  our  unchangeable  flare.  If  then,  for  want  of  at- 
tending to  fcripture,  the  impreflions  of  thefe  objefts  wear  out 
of  our,  minds;  as  they  muft  j  all  thi  ferioufnefs,  which  they 
are  fitted  to  produce,  will  wear  out  of  them  at  the  fame  time  j 
fpi ritual  and  eternal  things  will  be  lefs  and  lefs  in  our  thoughts, 
(confult  your  own  hearts,  I  intreat  you,  whether  you  do  not  find 
it  fo)  ti)l  at  laft  we  fliall  come  to  live  and  aft  asi  without  God 
in  the  world  f.  Particularly,  what  we  are  bound  to  do  an4 
abftain  from  is  laid  down  in  the  bible  much  too  clearly  to  be 
niifundcrflood  or  evaded.     But  if  once  we  leave  off  looking 
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for  our  duty  there,  we  fliall  foon  mould  it  within  our  own 
minds  into  what  fliape  and  fi^e  we  pleafe,  till  we  bring  it  ia 
efFed  to  nothing.  For  even  fuppofing,  that  we  begin  our  ne- 
glect with  no  fuch  intention  at  all,  yet  bad  inclinations  will 
creep  in  upon  us,  one  after  another ;  and  not  meeting  with  the 
proper  check,  will  increafe  and  multiply,  we  cannot  eafily  fuf-* 
pe6t  beforehand  to  what  degree. 

It  will  be  faid  perhaps,  that  reading  other'good  books,  which 
are  fliorter  and  clearer,  may  fupply  the  omiffion  of  reading 
fcripture,  pofiibly  on  the  whole  to  advantage.  But  they,  who 
Drtce  grow  weary  of  the  latter,  feldom,  I  believe,  continue  long 
to  make  any  confiderable  ufe  of  the  former  :  and  therefore  this 
plea,  for  the  moft  part,  is  only  a  pretence.  Or  were  it  fincere^ 
as  unqueftionably  it  foraetiraes  is,  other  books  have  not,  and 
cannot  have,  the  authority  in  what  tliey  afUrm,  in  what  they 
require,  in  what  they  promife  and  threaten,  that  the  word  of 
God  hath:  the  word^  which  our  Saviour  hath  declared ^/i// 
judge  us  in  the  lajl  day  *.  Joined  with  this,  and  confirmed  by 
it,  the  compofitions  of  men  are  of  great  efficacy  :  bat  when 
they  are  feparated  from  it,  the  cafe  is  unfpcakably  altered. 
We  fhall  be  apt  to  pay  as  little  regard,  as  we  think  fit,  to  mer^ 
hun^an  writers  :  and  overlook,  or  call  in  queftion,  whatever 
we  do  not  like.  Yet  fometimes  again  we  {hall  be  in  danger 
fA  paying  them  too  much  regard,  and  fb  being  led  by  them  iai- 
to  falfe  notions,  which  may  give  us  uncafinefs  without  need,  or 
.comfort  without  ground  ;  or  into  fuperftitious  praflices,  which 
may  difcredit  our  holy  profeffion.  What  followed  in  the  mid- 
dle ages  of  Chriftiapity  when  men  left  oflf  acd  were  difcouraged 
from  reading  the  word  of  truth,  but  that  they  were  turned  unto 
fabies\'^.  Lying  legends  were  believed;  Pidures  and  images 
were  firft  gazed  at  for  inftruftion,  then  worihipped.  They 
forfook  the  fountain  of  living  *ucaters^  and  hewed  them  out  hrohen 
fi/lerns^  that  held  no  water  J,  but  draughts  of  poifon  ;  whereas 
what  we  learn  in  fcripture,  we  learn  from  the  fpring-head; 
and  not  only  every  thing  it  teaches  is  right,  but  its  very 
ftlence  is  inftruclive.  For  if  any  thing  is  not  made  there  a 
peceffary  part  of  our  faith  or  practice,  no  power  on  earth  hath 
^  right  to  make  it  fp  ;  and  had  but  believers  invariably  kept  to 
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this  book,  as  their  rule  ;  all  the  corruptions  of  Chriftianity, 
and  all  the  wickednefs  of  every  kind,  produced  bj  thofe  cor- 
ruptions^ had  been  happily  prevented.  Befides,  were  we  to 
embrace  every  thing  right,  and  nothing  wrong,  that  we  find 
in  other  pious  treatifes ;  yet  there  is  a  peculiar  energy  in  holy 
^rit,  which  is  not  in  them.  Its  denunciations  are  more  awful, 
its  convidions  ftronger,  its  coAfolations  more  authentic,  its 
warnings  more  alarming,  its  expoftulations  more  penetrating. 
The  bare  refleftion,  who  it  is  thit  fpeaks,  cannot  fail  to  make 
ihem  fo  in  a  very  conljderablc  degree :  and  he  hath  added  a 
fupcrnatural  force  to  them  over  and  above.  Is  not  my  word 
like  as  a  fire ^  faith  the  Lordy  and  like  a  hammer  that  hreaketh 
the  rock  in  pieces  *  ?  Tllye  word  of  God  is  quick  and  powerful^ 
andjbarper  than^  any  two-edged  fword^  piercing  even  to  the  di- 
viding af under  of  foul  andfpirit^  and  of  the  joints  and  mar- 
row^ and  is  a  difcerner  of  the  thoughts  and  intents  of  the  heart  f. 
Whence  accordingly  the  efficacious  and  converting  preacher, 
is  he  not  who  comes  with  inticing  words  of  man*s  wifdom  t, 
but  who,  like  Apollos^  is  mighty  in  thefcriptures^.  He  that 
hath  my  word^  let  him  fpeak  my  word  faithfully  ;  what  is  the 
chaff  to  the  wheat  ?  faith  the  Lord\. 

But  farther  :  By  omitting  to  read  and  confider  the  original 
charter  of  our  religion,  from  which  our  w'hole  knowledge  of 
it  is  derived,  perfons  will  be  unacquainted  with  the  language, 
of  religion.  And  hence  they  ^iU  firft  blindly  ftumble  and  ca- 
vil at  the  phrafcs  of  fcripture,  not  knowing  them  to  be  fuch : 
•Ka^  afterwards  learn  to  defpife  them,  though  they  do  know  it. 
The  offices  of  the  liturgy,  efpecially  the  occafional  ones,  that 
recur  feldomer,  will  feem  ftrange  and  unaccountable  to  them. 
They  will  repeat  the  pfalms  in  the  congregation  abfolutely  with- 
out meaning  ;  neither  faying  in  their  own  perfons,  or  applying 
to  their  own  ufe,  the  things  that  fuit  them  ;  nor  thinking  at  all, 
to  what  fort  of  perfons,  or  good  purpofes,  the  reft  relates. 
They  will  hardly  ever  pay  attention  to  the  leffons,  cpiftles  and 
gofpels,  Iput  look  upon  them  as  paufes  and  breaks  in  the  fer- 
vice,  to  be  filled  up  as  they  pleafe ;  or  if  they  do  hearken  to 
them,  yet  not  underftanding  matny  parts  of  them,  will  receive 
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littlQ  benefit  from  them  ;  and  poiEbly  mifunderftanding  fome, 
will  receive  harm  :  entertaining  injurious  opinions  of  the  fa- 
cred  oracles  from  what  they  hear  out  of  them,  in  ihis  im- 
perfefl:  manner,  inftead  of  the  honourable  and  ufeful  fenti- 
ments,  which  would  'have  been  revived  in  their  breafts,  had 
they  applied  themfelves  beforehand  to  an  orderly  perufal  of 
them  with  proper  care.  Then  as  to  fermons,  on  which  com- 
monly the  chief  reliance  for  inftrudlion  is,  they,  who  are  noi; 
fufficiently  verfed  in  the  bible  at  home,  will  be  unable  to  judge 
of  the  proofs  we  bring  from  it  here,  or  the  general  conformi- 
ty of  our  preaching  to  it.  And  elfewhere  they  will  be  mifled 
by  the  found  of  fcriptural  w^ords,  ufed  in  a  fenfe  which  the 
writers  never  intended ;  and  fo  be  like  children  tojfed  to  and 
fro^  and  carried  about  with  every  wind  ofdoBriney  by  thejleight 
of  men  and  cunning  craftinefs^  whereby  they  lie  in  wait  to  de- 
ceive *.  Now  it  is  not  our  defire  to  impofe  on  your  ignorance, 
but  to  appeal  to  your  knowledge.  We  wifli,  we  befeech  you, 
to  imitate  the  Bereans^  commended  fo  juftly  in  the  A£ls  of 
the  Apojllesy  as  more  noble  than  thofe  in  T^hejfalonica^  in  that 
they  received  the  word  with  all  readinefs  of  mindy  and  fear ched 
the  fcriptures  daily ^  whether  thofe  things  werefo.  It  follows, 
^therefore  many  of  i;hem  believed f ;    efFe&ually  no  doubt. 

Another  very  important  ufe  of  fearching  the  fcripture  is, 
that  in  the  midll  of  that  deluge  of  evil  communication,  which 
overflows  this  wicked  land,  to  a  degree  that  no  country,  calling 
itfelf  Chriftian,  ever  experienced  before,  few  perfons  can  avoid 
hearing,  more  or  lefs,  unfair  and  even  ludicrous  reprefentations 
made  of  one  part  or  other  of  God's  word ;  which  may  be  too 
likely  to  pafs  upon  them  for  juft  ones,  unlefs  they  are  previ- 
oufly  fo  well  Ikilled  in  it,  as  either  to  know  in  particular  the 
true  vindication  of  the  paflages  abufed,  or  at  leall  to  know  in 
general,  that^  it  cannot  be  liable  to  the  imputations,  which  pro- 
fade  people  would  cafl  upon  it,  becaufe  the  fpirit  of  the  whole 
is  inconfiftent  with  their  fuggeftions.  If  indeed  they  them- 
felves would  but  take  the  trouble  of  underftanding  what  they 
t?ike  the  liberty  of  burlefquing,  it  would  fave  them  the  guilt 
of  many  a  blafphemous  reflexion,  and  the  fhame  of  many  a 
filly  jeft.     But  at  leaft  perfons  of  better  difpofitions  will  furely 
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be  perfaaded  to  fo  rational  a  method  of  guafding  againfl  the 
infeftion  of  their  pernicious  irreverence!  PofBbly  ibme  will 
reply,  that  irreligious  thoughts  and  temptations  to  unbelief 
may  arife  from  what  occurs  to  us  in  reading  the  bible  our- 
ielves,  as  well  as  from  what  others  occafionally  fay  of  it.  Bat 
certainly  the  danger  is  far  lefs  :  and  the  greateft  part  of  that 
may  be  prevented  by  obferving  fuch  rules  for  the  fafie  and  nfe* 
ful  performance  of  this  duty,  as  peifons,  one  ihodld  imagine, 
would  of  courfe  lay  down  for  themfelves,  or  at  leaft  will  fee  to 
be  reafonable,  when  propofed  to  them ;  as,  God  willing,  they 
fiiall  be  to  you  the  very  next  opportunity.  And  if  ftill  any 
difficulty  and  trial  remain,  yet  coming  in  our  way,  when  our 
minds  are  in  a  ferious  and  coofiderate  flate,  difpofed  to  ex- 
amine impartially  and  reverently,  as  in  the  prefence-  of  God, 
and  to  beg,  that  his  Spirit  would  guide  us  into  all  truth  *  \ 
there  will  be  no  doubt  of  obtaining,  on  due  inquiry,  compe- 
tent fatisfa£tion. 

I  fliall  only  fay  this  farther,  to  fli^w  the  evil  of  negle&ing 
the  facred  writings,  that  they  arc  what  makes  us  to  differ  from 
the  Gentiles^  which  know  not  Godf^  for  even  our  natural  reli^ 
gion  is  borrowed  from  them ;  and  they  can  be  ufeful  only  by 
being  read  :  that  when  the  church  of  Rome  had  almoft  fuppref- 
fed  them,  Chriftian;ty  was  buried  under  falfehood,  fuperftition 
and  wickednefs  ;  and  when  they  were  reflored  to  Common  u£e, 
true  piety,  virtue  and  liberty,  were  rellored  by  their  means : 
that  thofe  nations  and  thoie  perfons,  who  attend  to  them  with 
the  higheft  refpeft,  are  the  ntioft  fincerely,  the  moft  Headily 
good  :  and  that  in  proportion  as  we  of  this  nation  have  difre- 
garded  them,  we  have  grown  unfettled  in  our  faith  even  of 
what  reafon  teaches,  profligate  in  our  behaviour,  unmindful  of 
public  or  private  real  welfare,  and  vifibly  ripe  for  ^eedy  del-i 
tru£lion. 

Let  us  all  therefore  inftantly  return  to  the  right  way,  be- 
fore it  is  too  late.  The  poo  reft  of  us,  if  he  hath  not  a  bible, 
may  have  one,  cither  by  purchafe,  for  he  lays  out  much  more 
in  a  few  weeks  on  matters  of  far  icfs  neceffity,  or  by  the  cha- 
ritable gift  of  fome  pious  benefaftor.  And  the  bufieft  of  us 
may  and  muft  find  time  for  every  branch  of  the  one  thing  need- 
ful. 

♦  John  xvi.  13*  t  I  Th«^  iv#  5« 
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ful  *;  IJvery  perfon  hath  at  leaft  feveral  hours  of  the  Lord's 
day,  and  fome  little  ihare  of  others,  for  the  exercifes  of  reli- 
gion :  But  many  of  us  haye  much  more  leifure ;  not  all  of  it 
perhaps  innocently,  and  a  great  deal  of  it  not  prudently  em- 
ployed. Spending  W  due  part  of  it  on  the  divine  law  would 
both  difpofe  and  enable  us  to  fpend  the  reil,  whether  devoted 
to  worldly  affairs  or  to  relaxations,  with  truer  cheerfulneis 
how,  iaxid  to  a  better  account  at  the  great  day.  We  have  moil 
of  lis  at  times  heavy  fuflerirt|s :  and  poor  fupports  are  iany 
others,  that  we  can  ufe  under  them,  compared  with  theirs, 
who  by  patience  and  comfort  of  the  fcriptures  have  hope  f.  Th^ 
itioft  cautious  of  us  have  frequently  violent  affaults  from  our 
Irpiritual  enemy  :  and  we  cannot  ^m  ourfelves  againft  him  more 
effeftually,  than,  as  our  Lord^  himfelf  did,  with  thefword  of 
the  Spirit^  which  is  the  JVwd  of  God  J.  The  ftrongeft  of  us 
have  fad  remains  of  weaknefs,  the  difcreetefi  of  injudiciouf- 
nefs  :  and  the  fureft  remedy  fdr  both  is  that  of  the  Ton  of  Si- 
rach  i  Lei  thy  mind  he  upon  the  ordinances  of  ihe  Lord,  and 
ineditate  cdntinuaUy  in  bis  comrAandments  :  Hejhallefiabli/b  thine 
heart f  and  give  thee  v)ifdom  at  thine  own  defire  §.  , 

•  tiukt  3?.  42,        t  Ronu  XV.  4»        t  Eph,  Vi.  I7«        §  EcduC  vi.  37. .. 
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V"      ^     *2TiM.  i5.  1-6, 17. 

All  fcrlpture  is  given  hy  infpirgtion  of  Go  J:  and  is  profitaSH^ 
for  doElrin^y  for  reproofs  for  cdrrcciion^  for  iriflruSiion  in 
' right eo7ifnefs  :  that  the  man  of  God  may  he  perfeBy  throughly 
furni/ljed  unto  all  good  works^ 

T  HAVE   fliewti  you,  in  feveral  difcourfes  on   this  text,   the 

iivine  autTiftrrty  of  fcriptifre,  its  comptete  ufefulfiefs  to  all 
the  purpofes  of  religion,  and  the  confequ^nt  duty  of  reading 
it.  Yet  ftill  I  am  fenfible  an  unhappy  objeftion  may  remain 
with  too  many,  that  they  have  tried,  and  do  not  experience 
this  ufefuhiefs  ;  and  why  it  fliould  be  their  duty  to  perfift  in 
reading  what  they  do  not  find  attended  with  any  good  efFeSs, 
they  cannot  apprehend.  But  if  they  have  not  read  as  they 
ought,  their  whole  argument  falls  to  the  ground.  Nothing  is 
to.be  expeftcd  from  the  wrong  performance  of  any  duty :  and 
therefore  I  propofcd  originally, 

IV.  To  give  directions  for  the  right  performance  of  this. 

Many  proper  ones,  I  hope,  have  been  intimated  .to  you  not 
obfcurely,  under  the  former  heads  :  Part  of  which  however  I 
fliall  now  repeat  amongil  others.  For  to  fay  again  the  fame 
things  to  me  is  not  grievous^  and  fcfr  you  it  is  fafe  *. 

That  we  fliould  come  to  the  word  of  God  with  ferious 
minds,  is  a  ruquifite,  that  one  fliould  hardly  have  thought 
needful  to  mention,  if  there  w«re  not  fome,  who  give  little  o- 

ther 

•  Phil.  iii.  I. 
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ther  proof  of  ever  having  looked,  into  it,,  tjran  .  perverting^  the 

,expreffions  of  it  to  ludicrous  purpofes,  and  fo  extracting  p^ifon 

from  the  bread  bf  life.     You  need  not  be;  told,  that  fuch  can 

receive  no  improvement  from   it :   but  onlj  be  warned  againft 

buffering  them   to   infeft  you  with  the  fame  difteoiper :    for  to 

men  of  a  gaj  and  lively  turn  it  is  often  very  catching.     But 

xefleft  ;  Every  book  in  the  world,  of  every  fort^  may  eafily  be 

turned  into  matter  of  div^rfion,   if  people  are  refolved  to  ih^xy 

^  at  any  rate,   fome  their  ability,   and  others,  (which  is  far  the 

jnare  ufual  cafe)  their  defire  <mly,  of  being  witty.  But  efpeciaUy 

on  facred  fubjeSs,  the  corruptnefs  of  mens  hearts  difpofcs  them 

both   to  invent  and  receive  fuch  Vind  of  entertainment  with 

peculiar  eagemefs  :   for  this  very  reafon  principally,  that  they 

know  they  ought  not.     And  beiides,  the  Old  and  New  Tefta- 

ment  do  lie  fomewhat  opener  to  profane  abufe,   than  many  o- 

jher  pious  compofitions,   from  the  difference  of  ftile  and  man^ 

pers  in  diftant  ages  and  countries,  from  tl^^e  fcrupulous  exad-r 

^efs  of  our  tranflation,  and  the  changes  in  our  language,  that 

have  happened  fince  it  was  made.     But  furely  there  are  ftrong 

motives,   of  religiqn,  oi  prudence,   of  comipoji  decency,  to  re- 

ftrain  men,  from  taking  fi^ch  unfair  advantages,   to  fo  b^d  aij 

leiid;  if  this  contemptible  affeftation  of  appearing  ingeniouS| 

by  forcing   a  laugh  out  of  every  thing,  did  not  fo  effeftually 

dellroy,  as  it  dpth,  all  regard  tp  rightnefs  of  behaviour  aii4 

true  good  fenfe.     A /corner feeketh  wtfdomj  andfindeth  it  not  i 

iut  knowledge  is  eafy  to  him^  that  conjidereth  *. 

Let  us  therefore  never  permit  ourfelves  to  n\ake^  either  iii 

thought,   at  the  time  of  reading  the  fcripture,  or  in  difcourfe 

afterwards,  a  light  and  burlefg^ue  application  of  iany  text ;  for 

how  little  harpi  foevcr  we  may  iptend,  the  practice  is  plainly; 

unfit  and  irreverent ;  befides  that  we  are  foon  led  on  from  fihajl 

freedoms  to  greater.     And  let  us  never  be  influenced  to  think 

ill  or  meanly  of  the  leaft  part  of  God's  \yord  from  any  fuch 

applications   made  by  others  :  for  they  prove  nothing  againft 

{cripture,  but  oiijch  againft  thofe  who  invent  pr  ufe  them.    Or 

if  we  find,  that,  nqtwithftandipg,  ttey  do  in  fadb  b^gin  to  make 

imprelTiuns  upon  us,  as  they  may  imperceptibly,  if  we  are  pot 

on  the  watch;   let  us  avoid  as  carefully,   yet  as  inpfFenfivelyi 

gs  w»  can,   the  company  of  thofe,  who  delight  in  fuch  danger- 

3  Qji  ous 

.  -  ,..,_.♦' 
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oua  converfation  :  according  to  Solomon^s  excellent  rule,  Ceafe^ 
piyjin,  to  hear  the  inftruBion^  that  caufeth  to  err  from  the 
vtords  of  knowledge  *.  For  as  to  any  hope*  of  good  from  argu- 
ing with  them,  no  people  upoa  earth  are  fb  incapable  of  being 
convinced  or  filenced  by  reafqn,  as  they  that  are  conceited  of  a 
libertine  wit.  And  therefore,  however  entertaining  their  talk 
may  be  otherwifc,  yet  being  eflentially  faulty  in  this  refpe6b, 
let  us  coniider  it  only  in  the  ftrong,  blit  juff  light,  in  which 
St.  Pfltf/  places  the  idle  difcourfe  of  fome  in  his  pwn  days, 
•when  he  faith,  But Jhun profane  arid  vain  babblings  :  for  they 
will  increafe  unto  mtnre  ungodlinefs  {  and  their  word  will  eat^ 
as  doth  a  canker  \m  They,  whofe  learning  and  judgment  and 
tafte  and  worth  ar^  the  moft  univerfally  acknowledged,  l?ave, 
in  all  times  down  to  our  own,  fpoken  and  thought  of  the  bible 
with  the  higheft  degree  of  honourable,  regard.  And  it  is  no 
lefs  abfurd  than  impious,  to  be  hurried  into  defpifing  and  ri- 
diculing it,  either  by  the  extr^ivagant  flights  of  any  ^  man's 
■wild  fancy,  or  the  graver  authority  b£  judges  fo  evidently  pre- 
judiced, as  the  felf-fufEcient,  ot  the  diflblute,  merely  becaufe 
they  are  grown  of  late  more  numerous  and  lefs  modeftl  Let 
lis  at  leaft  obferve  a  little  firft,  what  good  effefts  this  new  kind 
of  wifdom  produces  in  the  lives  and  families  of  thofe,  who 
are  fo  fond  of  it;  and  wait  a  while  to  fee,  (if  indeed  it  be  not 
too  vifiblc  already,)  what  fort  of  figure  they  themfelves,  and  a 
nation  compofed  of  them,  or  led  by  them,  make  and  are  likely 
to  make  in  the  eyes  of  the  prefent  and  future  ages. 
,  With  due  ferioufnefs  we  are  to  join  due  reverence  in  read- 

I  ing  fcripture :  and  receive  ity   not  as  the  word  of  men^   but  as 

it  is  in  truth f  the  word  of  GqdX  \  and  therefore  credible.  •  The 
revelation,  which  he  ha(h  given  us,  cannot  indeed  contradifi 
the  reafon  which  he  hath  given  ys ;  and  therefore  we  mu{^ 
never  conftrue  it  irrationally.  Jut  it  may  e^ly  contradift  our 
fanciful  notions  and  favourite  cpnjeaures/.  in  which  cafe  we 
are  to  ca/l  down  imaginations  and  every  high  thing  that  exalt' 
etb  itfelf  againfl  the  knowl^ge  of  God,  and  bring  into  cap^ 
tivity  every  thought  to  the  obedience  of  Chrifl\/ 

Nor  is  it  lefs  our  duty  to  fubjeft  all  ou|:  vicious  inclinations 
to  the  authority  of  holy  writ,  than  our  vain  prejudices.     For 

'■;■■""     '\ 

\  X  TheC  ii.  13.  %  2  Cor,  x.  s* 
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if  we  indulge  but  one,  it  will  naturally  bias  us  to  reje9,  or 
mifinterpret,  whatever  is  inconfiftent  with  it :  and  befidcs;  wc 
fiiall  lofe  the  Wope  of  that  illumination,  without  which  we  can 
apprehend  nothing  to  good  purpofe.  Whence  the  angel  faith 
t6  Daniel,  None  of  the  wicked  Jhall  underjiand ;  hut  the  vaife 
Jhall  underfiand  *.  And  our  Saviour  promifes  only  f ,  that  If^ 
any  man  will  do  the  will  of  God,  he  Jhall  know  of  the  doBrime^ 
whether  it  be  of  God. 

But  with  whatever  good  difpolitlons  we  mftj  read  the  fcdp^ 
tur^,  unlefs  wc  read  it  alfo  attentivelj,  we  (hall  fail  of  ourenJ. 
If  we  perform  it  only  as  a  taik,  we  Ihall  find  it  a  wearifome 
one.  If  we  confider  fpending  fo  much  time  in  it,  without  care 
to  improve  by  it,  as  a  work  acceptable  to  God  on  its  own  ac- 
count :  this  is  cheating  ourfelves  with  a  falfe  and  fuperftitibna 
notion  of  piety,  and  much  more  fo,  if  we  imagine,  tkat  em- 
ploying one  part  of  the  day  thus  will  in  the  leaft  atone  for  do- 
ing, in  any  other  part,  what  we  aie  forbidden. 

Now  attentive  reading  will  prefent  to  our  view  a  variety  of 
things,  that  will  affedl  us  very  differently.  And  the  benefit 
or  the  harm  we  fliall  receive  from  them,  (for  we  may  receive 
either,)  will  greatly  depend  on  the  condud  which  we  obferve 
amidft  them.  If  we  have  never  been  ufv.d  to  read  the  bible, 
or  have  long  difufed  it,  fome  paffages  in  it  will  probably  feem 
very  ftrange  to  us  at  fiirft  :  as  undoubtedly  the  whole  frame  of 
nature,  and  the  whole  tenor  of  Provid^ncfe  would  feem,  were 
we  let  into  our  preffent  knowledge  of  it  all  at  once,  inllead  of 
being  made  acquainted  with  it  by  flow  degrees.  They  there- 
fore, who  come  with  a  difpofition  to  objeft  and  cavil,  may  have 
abundant  room  to  exerciffe  it.  They,  who  infift  on  being  fa- 
tisfied  in  all  particulars,  will  be  greatly  dlfappointed  in  many. 
For  every  one  miift  hot  Hope  to  difcover  whatever  may  l^eniif- 
covered.  Or  if  he  could,  moft  of  our  inquiriesjnto  the  fehemd 
of  religion,  revealed  or  natural,  as  well  as  into  the  conftitution 
of  the  material  world,  if  purfued  to  the  utmoft,  will  at  length 
terminate  in  fomething  which  we  ^o  not  and  cannot  know. 
So  that  men  muft  prepare  themfelves  for  what  they  will  be 
fure  to  meet  with  ;  muft  cxpeft  to  find  fome  dark,  and  fome 
hard  fayings.  On  thefe  they  muft  never  put  a  bad  fenfe  ;  but' 
fire  neither  to  be  offended  at  all,  nor  wonder  much,  if  fome- 
* times 

*  5  Pw,  111.  I«.  \  John  iXu  lly 
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times  they  are  at  a  lofs  how  to  put  any  :  hut  believe  implkitiP' 
Ijy  (for  this  is  faith  in  God,  not  man,)  that  there  is  fome,  wor- 
tjiy  of  the  reft  :  and  not  think  of  forfaking  theis  guide  to  hea« 
Ten,  merely  becaufe  they  perceive  not  the  defign  or  propriety 
af  every  fentence  that  he  fpcaks  to  them  on  the  road.  In  fliort> 
they  muft  reafon  and  refalve,  if  need  be,  like  the  holy  apoftles  > 
iu  the  fixth  of  Sf.  John  :  who  were  doubtlefs  pe^plei^ed,  and 
fliggered  not  a  little  at  our  Saviour's  difcouirfe,  recorded  there : 
but  when  many  of  his  difciples  ViHnf>  hack  upon  it,  and  walked 
Cff  rfiore  with  him,  and  yejusjaid  untg  the  twelve.  Will  ye  alfd 
^0  away  ?  Simon  Peter  anjwered  him,  Zord^  ta  whom  Jhall  w^ 
go .?    Thou  hajl  the  words  of  eternal  Hfe  *. 

Perfons  thus  rightly  difpofed  will  immediately  fee  farther^ 
that  as  they  sire  not  to  be  difgufted  with  fcripture,  becaufe 
they  cannot  account  for  every  thing,  or  underftaad  every  things 
to  their  wifti ;  fo  neither  are  they  to  ftudy  it  merely  to  under- 
fiand  as  much  of  it  as  they  can,  which  is  only  indulging  an 
•  «nedifying  curiofity ;  and  j^t  lefs,  .|o  ynderftand  more  of  it 
llian  others,,  which  is  nurfing  up  vanity,  and  may  tempt  theia 
to  invent  new  and  even  dangerous  meanings,  in  order  to  feen^ 
more  knowing  than  they  are.  But  their  bufinefs  is,  to  apply 
to  thofe  points  fii*ft,  and  dwell  on  thofe  moft,  whieh  have  th^ 
clofefl  connexion  with  their  future  bappinefs  :  for  they  arc^ 
neceflary ;  the  reft  are  only,  in  their  feveral  degrees,  ufeful^ 
And  as  right  praftice  is  the  end  of  faith  ;  and  the  firmeft  and 
?noft  explicit  faith,  which  doth  not  produce  it,  is  nothing  ;and 
a  weak  and  general  Faith,^  which  doth  produce  it,  will  be  ac-r 
fiepted ;  the  praftical  paflages  ought  certainly  to  have  our  print 
eipal  regard  ;  ever  comprehending  thofe^  which  ei^pref^  the  ob- 
ligations of  Chriilian  pifety  and  moral  felf-governmeat^  as  well 
as  juftice  and  mercy.  V/c  fliall  indeed  do  very  well,  befide? 
Dccafional  readings  of  particular  chapters,  to  perufe  both  Tefta^ 
xaents  in  their  order  :  only  it  will  be  advifable  to  begin  with, 
and  go  ofteneft  through,  the  New  ;  as  exhibiting  what  we  are 
to  believe  and  to  do,  more  fully,  and  without  fuch  a  mixture^ 
as  there  is  in  the  Old,,  of  tellings  belonging  folely  to  the  former 
difpenfation.  But  then  the  regularity  of  this  courfe  ought  not 
*to  hinder  us  from  fele^ing  chiefly,  and  perufing  moft  frequent*^ 
Jjj  fuch  paflages  of  both,  ^s  lay  before  us,  in  the  moft  influx 

encin^ 

•  ^oha  Yi  66,  67,  68,^ 
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^ncing  tnanner,  the  common  doftrincS  and  common  d'ntieg  of 
our  holy  profeffion.  Other  thingis  may  with  fafety  be  lightly 
paffed  over,  and  imperfeftly  or  not  ^t  all  underflxjod,  till  we 
are  firft  well  fettled  in  thefe :  which  very  happily  are  the  i>lai»* 
er  paf  ts  of  fcriptiire,  as  well  as  the  rtrorc  important. 

StiH,  tven  in  refpeft  of  thefe,  and  much  ntrore  tfeerefo^re  of 
others,  it  is  requifite  that  we  proceed  with  fome  judgment  wrI 
care :  that  wfe  make  ixfc  of  the  fume  rules  for  underftaniing; 
dnr  bibies,  which  we  do  for  nnderftanding  other  books  ;  an^ 
ftich  alfo,  as  the  peculiar  nature  of  this  book  points  out :  lliat 
we  never  inter^rrt  ahy  tttX.  in  a  fenfe  -cofttrary  to  the  di3»teft 
of  reafon,  or  to  other  texts  more  cfear  or  mxx^  numerous,  «r 
to  the  vifible  defign  and  drift  of  the  whole  paflage :  that  wfe 
keep  always  in  our  view  what  gttes  before  and  follows  aflser^ 
for  tfhe  <:x)ttneaion  is  often  Very  ftrong,  wh6re  it  is  not  extrenie- 
ly  obvious  :  thftt  we  fuppofe  bot  every  verfe  to  be  a  fepara«e 
fehtenee  of  itfeflf ;  nofr  t^r^tj  chapter  to  have  a  feparatc  Jubjefti 
that  begins  and  ends  with  it;  for thfefe  divifions  are  itftirdy 
humstn,  and  Sometimes  not  difcreetly  ttiade  ;  but  that  wie  read 
dn'WithAu»t  ftoppififg,  ^s  far,  and  no  3^ther,  than  the  faiwe  ttiat- 
tei:ap^ar&  to  be  continued :  and,  ^Which  is  a  direaion  of  gtcat 
mOiteeRt)  that  We  ^pply  the  fayittgs  of  the  holy  penmen^  only 
to  tfe^  things  of  which  ^ihey  ate  treating,  not  to  cfthers,  whJclt. 
pei'liaps  were  fftr  frtom  their  thovigbes* ;  unlefs  a  juft  arguffidi^ 
ean  %%*  drawn  from  the  former  ta  the  latter.  We  &oul>d  alfv 
beiDsCroful  to  take  both  Gngle  words,  and  phrafes  comprehend* 
krg  foveral,  not  always  in  the  meming  which  diey  bear  in  oor 
^tMj  5d6nVfcrfitJOn,  bnt  in  fuch  as  other  places  of  fcripture  re* 
q-u^e  ^br  parmlt :  underftanding  them  ISterally  where  we  can> 
bdt  ^gnratively  ivhere  we  toikft  :  iboaM  make  fuch  abatements 
from  ftrong  espteiSxms,  fuch  reftrs^ions  and  exceptions  toge*. 
neralex^^ons,  and  &ich  allowances  for  the  whole  manner  of 
%ieak3ng^  as  we  |)^rceive  the  nature  of  the  thing,  together  with 
the  "v&sgt,  and  cuftom  of  the  facred  writers,  demands.  Wifli*. 
mt  fireh  equity /as  this,  in  fofne  ^egree^  one  half  of  the  ^ompo- 
fitionSf  -diat  appear  in  the  world,  would  be  heaps  of  abfurdity. 
And  if  4ihe  irible  needs  more  of  it,  fean  later  books  of  near^ 
countries,  it  aUb  deferves  it  infinitely  better :  and  refufing  it 
is  both  perverfenefs  and  impiety.  Thefe  eafy  cautions  will 
enable  perfons  of  almolt  the  lowcft  capacity  and  improvements^ 
that  elthercan  read  fcripture,  or  liave  the  means  of  hearing  it 

read, 
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xcad*  to  acquire  fo  coiBpetent  a  knowledge  of  what  is  moft 
needful  to  be  kuowiv  as  will  fully  juftifj  the  Pfalmift's  enco- 
jauuni,  that  the  t^imony  of  the  Lord  is  /ure^  making  wife  the 

Not  that  even  the  karncd,  and  much  lefe  the  illiterate,  ad 
dtther  with  humility  or  prudence,  if  in  reading  holy  writ  they 
idy  wholly  on  their  own  judgment  unaOTiiled.  For  God  haill 
made  the  help  of  others  extremely  neccffary  to  bur  underftand- 
XDg  of  his  word^  as  well  as  his  works.  Men  of  great  abilities 
aod  attainments,  by  trufting  to  themfelves,  have  gone  fadly 
wiiong :  aii4  Q^en  of  no  other  advantages,  than  a  teachable  di£- 
pofition,  h^vc  arrived  at  a  fliofl  beneficial  acquaintance  with 
religious  truths.  For  God  bides  things  from  the  wife  and  pru^ 
Ami  in  their  own  opinidn^  which  he  r^mak  unto  tahes X  :  re- 
jyietb  the  frcud^  hut  graetb  grace  unto  the  hurdle  %.  Nor  let 
it  be  imagined,  that  fuch  muft  therefor^  depend  altogetl^er  ia 
every  thing  on  the  authority  of  their  fpir^tual  guides*  For  a^ 
in  matters  of  fcience^  or  common  bufiaefs,  what  a  man  doth 
not  fee  of  himfedf,  he  mey  have  fliewn  him  notwithftandingt 
and  then  Tee  it  as  truly  and  fuUy^  as  if  it;  had  been  his  owd 
onguial  difepvery :  fo  in  nfattei's  of  .fev^kition^  <me^  who  would 
Otherwife  have  made  fjm^U  progrefs,  or,  it  may  be,  great  mif- 
takesj  yet  having  the  .main  articles  of  k  methodically  explain-^ 
ed  to  him,  in  difcourfes.  on  his  catechifm,  and  ocoafionally  in^ 
culcated  in  fermons,  or  anfwers  to  the  qiieftions  which  he  a&s 
in  private,  may,  by  comparing  what  he  .is  thUs  taught^  with 
what  he  reads  in  his  bible,  come  by  degrees,*  not  to  believe  im«' 
plicitly,  but  to  difcem  evidently^  the  genuine  fenfe  of  its  fun^ 
idamental  doflrines  and  precepts.  In  which  cafe,  bis  faith  refts 
no  longer  on  the  word  of  iHan,  but  that  of  Gody  whetheir  he 
can  anfwer  all  the  fpecioiis  objedions  againft  it  or  not :  which 
few  people  can  do  in  any  thing  that  they  believe  of  any  kind; 
We  ihould  therefore  coiifcientioufly  take  all  fit  opportunities 
of  learning  inftruflion  from  thofe,  who  are  fet  apart  to  give  it. 
For  die  priefi'^s  lips  are  appointed  to  iejep  knowledge  ;  and  the 
people  to  feei  the  law  at  bis  mouth  $  :  not  with  a  blind  fub^ 
xniffion  to  whatever  he  ftall  afiirm  ;  but  with  fd  much  regard 
at  leaft,  as  in  other  profeflions  the  more  ignorant  pay  to  the 

SEiorei 
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more  IkilfuL  Nor  are  we  coniiiiied  to  refpf  d  only  the  fenti- 
nlents  of  the  particular  teachers,  whom  we  ftatcdlj  attend,  but 
ought  to  have  much  greater  deference  for  the  general  perfuafion 
of  Ghrift's  church,  particularly  our  own  branch  of  it,  and  a  pro-^ 
portionable  one  for  that  of  every  knbwiag  and  good  perfon  \ 
always  entertaining  fonae  diflruft  of  qurfelves,  when  we  differ  , 
from  thefe.  The  exercife  of  our  beft  judgment,  and  a  modeft 
attention  to  ^hat  of  other s»  are  the  joint  means,  which  our  Ma- 
ker litath  inftituted  for  the  underftanding  of  his  will,  natur^ 
5|nd  revealed*  They,  who  ufe  them  uprightly,  and  they  alone, 
may  hope  for  pardou  of  tii^ir  ignorance  and  errors.  And  were 
any  one  to  continvie  fo  ignorant  to  the  laft,  as  to  believe  the 
truth)  contained  in  holy  writ,  only  becaufe  tliofe  about  him 
told  him  they  were  fuch  :  yet  might  he  have  the  happinefs  of 
;icquiriiig,  even  by  the  means  of  this  moft  implicit  faith,  dif*- 
portions  of  piety  and  virtue  unattainable  otherwife,  and  fuffi* 
cient  to  qualify  him  for  eternal  happinefs. 

But  fometioies  Chriftians  of  a  deeper  infight,  real  or  iaia^ 
ginary,  into  fcripture,  inftead  of  complaining,  like  others,  that 
meceffary  doflriites  and  precepts  are  not  clear  enough  there,  are 
tempted  to  think  them  eiEpreffed  fo  much  more  familiarly,  and 
repeated  fo  much  oftener  than  needed,  that  the  places,  in  which 
they  are  inculcated  thus,  may  be  paffed  over,  as  not  defigned 
for  fuch  as  they  are.  Now  would  they  but  confider  even  the 
Jeaft  entertaining  of  them  for  a  competent  time,  with  a  fpiiit 
of  ferioufnefs,  there  would  ftart  out  of  them  information  or 
admonition,  of  which  they  little  think,  and  for  which  they 
have  great  occafion.  Or  Ihould  they  find  nothing  that  is  new 
to  them,  they  would  at  leaft  have  caufe  given  them,  to  recol- 
left  with  humble  thankfulnefs,  not  only  that  their  Chriftian 
brethren  do,  and  are  made  wifs  unto  falvation  *  by  thefe  def- 
pifed  plain  paffages,  and  by  thefe  only,  but  that  from  them, 
above  the  reft,  proceeded  all  that  knowledge  of  the  redemption 
of  man,  and  almoil  all  that  knowledge  of  natural  religion  alfo, 
which  the  moft  learned  enjoy ;  and  which  hath  made  even  the 
vulgar  of  the  gofpel  difpenfation  fuperior  to  the  ableft  and  beft 
inftrufted  amongft  the  hTcathen  :  a  Xuperiority,  which  will  be 
Joft  again,  in  proportion  as  regard  to  the  word  of  God  decays. 

Vol.  1.  3  R  .    'Slut 
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But  though,  in  reading  It,  we  muft  all  begin  with  attending, 
and  ever  after  attend  chiefly  to  the  firft  elements^  of  Chriiliaa 
inftrudion,  or,  to  fpeak  in  St.  Peter's  language,  as  new  bora 
babes  defire  the  Jincere  milk  of  the  wordy  that  we  may  grow 
thereby  * ;  and  know  it  for  a  bad  fign,  if  we  cannot  reliih  the 
food  of  fiinpleft  tafte,  and  eafied  digeition:  yet. keeping  to  this 
wholly  is  the  bufinefs  of  thofe  alone,  who,  as  the  epiftk  to  the 
Hebrews  exprefles  it,  are  unj^ilful^  or  rather,  unexperienced^  in 
the  word  of  right eoufnefs  ;  which  hath  in  it  alfo  firong  meaf^ 
belonging  to  them  that  are  of  full  age^  who,  hy  reafon  of  ufe^ 
ha'ue  their  fenfes  exercifed  to  difcern  both  good  and  evil  f .  We 
Ihall  thrive  beft  by  the  ufe  of  lighter  nouriihment  firft :  and 
mixing  the  more  folid  with  it  prematurely,  may  both  check 
our  growth,  and  hurt  our  health.  But  when  we  have  acquir* 
ed  a  due  firmnefs  and  vigour,  we  fliall  both  preferve.  and  in- 
creafe  it,  by  feeding  on  other  things  likewife,  throughout  the 
fcripture :  the  feveral  parts  ^  of  which  I  ihall  briefly  go  ovec 
once  again  for  your  completer  direction. 

The  hiftorical  books  of  the  Old  Teftament  may  be  read  carer 
lefsly  with  as  little  improvement  as  any  other  hiftory.  But 
therefore  to  prevent  this,  we  are  to  reflcd  as  we  go  along; 
and  obferve,  according  (o  the  nature  of  each  article,  how  it 
fets  before  us  the  fovereignty,  the  fuperintendency,  the  wif- 
dom,  the  juHice,  the  mercy  of  God  ;  the  amiablenels  and  re- 
wards of  good  adions,  the  deformity  and  punifliment  of  wicked 
ones  ;  the  heights  of  piety  and  virtue,  at  which  the  faints  of 
old  time  arrived,  as  we  miay  by  imitating  them,  j  the  dreadful 
fins  into  which  they  fometimes  fell,  as  we  fliall,  if  we  take  not 
warning.  For  all  thefe  things  happened  to  them  for  enfampks  i 
and  they  are  written  for  our  admonition  J.  As  to  the  danger, 
which  may  arife  from  the  bad  deeds  of  good  perfons,  related 
without  cenfure,  and  adions  that  feem  unwarrantable,  yet  are 
told  with  approbation,  and  were  therefore  .either  done  by  God's 
extraordinary  commiflion,  or  grounded  on  circumllances,  of 
which  we  are  not  well  apprized ;  I  have  fpoken  of  thefe  in  a 
former  difcourfe  ;  and  fliewn  you,  that,  in  fuch  circumftances, 
the  precepts,  not  the  hiftories  of  the  l^ibk,  mufl:  be  our  rule. 

In  the  book  of  yoh,  fome  parts  are  highly  .poetical,  and  prO:p 
portionably  dark :  for  which  re^on  our  attention  mufl:  be  chief- 

•  I  f  et.  ii.  2.  t  Heb.  v.  13, 14.  t  '  tor.  x.  u. 
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Ijr  paid  to  thofe  others,  which  will  amplj  recompenfe  it,  bjr 
exhibiting  the  nobleft  and  moft  pleafing  views  of  the  majefty 
of  the  Almighty,  of  the  patriarchal  religion,  of  the  exquifite 
beauties  of  humanity  and  charity,  of  the  hard  flruggle  of  hu- 
man virtue  with  heavy  afBiftions,  and  God's  gracious  accept- 
ance of  imperfeft  endeavours.  Ye  have  heard  of  the  patienct 
of^oh  :  and  have  fe^en  the  end  of  the  Lord;  that  he  is  very  pi-' 
iiful\  and  of  tender  mercy  *• 

As  to  the  Pfalms  ;  I  )iave  already  explained  to  you  the  na- 
ture of  thbfe  which  contain  imprecations.  Of  repeating  thent 
all  in  the  church,  I  fhall,  God  willing,  fpeak  fome  other  time. 
Of  reading  them  in  private,  I  need  only  fay,  that  with  the  ex- 
ercife  of  but  a  comition  degree  of  judgment,  every  pious  per-« 
fon  will  find  it  equally  improving  and  delightful. 
.  The  Proverbs  have  fcarce  any  obfcurity,  and  much  ufe* 
Concerning  Ecclejiajies  and  the  Song  of  Solomon^  you  have  had, 
I  hope,  fufficient  inftruAions  for  perufing  thdm  with  benefit. 

The  prophetical  writings  abound  in  difficult  paffages  ;  but 
ftill  more  in  plain  ones,  exprefling  the  fublimefl  notions  of  piety 
dnd  morals,  the;  ftrongeil  preifereirce  of  inward  goodnefs  to  out- 
ivard  obfervances,  the  awfulleft  denunciations  againfl  wicked-fc 
nefs  of  every  kind,  the  moft  afFeftloriate  expoftulations,   the 
moii  inviting   promifes,  the  warmeft  and  jufteft  concern  iot 
public  good  :   which  *the  prophets  manifefted  with  fo  fearlefs 
Sind  impartial  a  freedom,  in  telling  both  the  body  of  the  peo- 
ple, arid  the  higheft  in  authority,  their  duty  and  thfeir  fins,  that 
the  defcendants  of  thofe  who  perfecuted  them  when  living,  held 
their  memories,  when  dead,  in  eternal  honour  ;  doubly  convinc- 
ed of  their  miffion  from  heaven,  by  the  accompliftiment  of  theit 
predictions,  and  the  fingular  worthinefs  of  their  condud.     la 
reading  them  therefore  we  muft  diligently  attend  to  thefe  in* 
terefting  points,  each  in  its  proper  place :  obferving  alfo,  a|ong 
ivith  them,   the  gradual  unfolding  of  the  great  fcheine  of  our 
redemption  ;  to  which  voe  fhall  do  well^  even  in  thefe  days  of 
t>pener  vifon  f ,   to  take  heed,  as  to  a  light  fhining  in  a  dark 
place  X  ;   efpecially  as  it  confirms  to  us,  that  known  unto  God 
ure  all  his  works  from  the  beginning  J.     Such  paflages  in  their 
books,   as  relate  to  tlie  affairs  of  diftant  heathen '  countries  in 
age*  long  ago  pad,  though  of  admirable  ufe  then,  and  not  a 
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}Utle  %iU  a3  parallels^  we  are  neither  likely  nor  concerned  ta< 
underftand  fullj.  And  fuch  as  belong  to  things  yet  futnref 
Qfpeciallj  to  the  times  and  circutnftances  of  thofe  things,  are- 
fcw,  if  any  of  them,  fit  for  the  unlearned  to  pry  into  particu-. 
larly.  Nay,  the  learned  themfelves,  if  they  arc  pmdent  alfo, 
^ill  obferve  what  anfwer  the  angel  gave  to  the  prophet  DanieL 
And  I  heard^  but  I  underftood  not  :  then  faid  /,  O  my  Zordf 
wbatjhallbe  the  end  qfthefe  things?  And  be/aid^  Go  thy  way, 
HanieJ;  for  the  words  are  clofod  upy  andffealed  till  the  time  of 
the  end  *.  When  the  proper  feafon  comes,  poifibly  in  foroe 
cafes  not  before  the  event  hath  interpreted  them,  the  prophecies 
will  prove  their  own  reality  by  their  cleamefs  ;  and  ftrengthen,  ', 
perhaps  in  an  hour  of  much  need,  the  faith  and  patience  ofthef 
faints  f  :  Thus  it  happened  to  the  apoftles.  They  underftood 
not  beforehand  our  Saviour's  predidlion,  Dejiroy  this  temple^ 
and  in  three  days  I  will  raifo  it  up.  But  when  he  was  rijeri 
foom  the  dead<t  they  remembered  that  he  had  faid  this  unto  them; 
and  they  believed  the  faripture^  and  the  word  which  Jefas  had 

faidt' 
.    But  almofl  the  whole  of  the  Go/pels  is  iiow  fo  clear,   and 

both  the  charader  and  the  precepts  of  our  bleffed  Lord  appear 
in  them  fo  truly  divine;  the  zeal  and  charity  of  the  firft  dif- 
-ciples  in  the  ABs  is  fo  highly  edifying,  the  fpirit  of  the  Epifiles 
fo  genuinely  Chriftian,  and  their  practical  rules  are  fo  com- 
pletely inftruftive  to  all  forts  of  perfons ;  that  fcarce  any  other 
diredion  can-  be  wanted  for  the  n^in  of  the  New  Teftament, 
than  to  meditate  on  it  continually.  Some  of  the  argumenta-* 
tive  ai>d  occs^fional  parts  of  St.  PauPs  writings  indeed  it  is  not 
eafy  to  comprehend.  A  yet  larger  proportion  of  the  Revela^ 
ti97z  of  St.  yohn  is  exceedingly  myfterious.  But  nothing  of 
this  kind,  in  any  part  of  fcripture,  needs  either  to  difcourage, 
or^miflead  us.  Not  to  difcourage  us  ^  for  whatever  is  requi* 
fi^e  to  be  underftood,  if  it  be  put  in  one  placft  obfcurely,  h 
doubtlefe  put  in  fome  other  plainly  :  nor  to  miflead  us,  becaufe 
W(?  may  prudently  fafpend  our  judgment,  and  modeftly  be 
content  with  our  ignorance  of  what  is  intended,  though  fully 
fatisfied  of  its  being  a  valuable  truth.  Seek  not  out^  faith  the 
fon  of  Sirachy  the  things  that  are  too  hard  for  thee^  neither' 
fearch  the  things  that  are  above  thyjlrengtb:  But  what  is  ^om* 

mqndedf 
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manded  tket^    tbinJt  thereupon  with  reverence  :  for  it  is  n&i 
'  needful  f9(t  thee  to  fee  with  thine  eyes  the  things  that  are  infe^ 
eret.     Be  not  curious  in  unneceffary  matters  ;  for  more  things 
arefkewed  unto  thee^  than  men  underfland  *. 

Yet  we  are  not  to  omit  reading  the  abftnifer  texts,  which 
have  any  appearance  of  relating  to  us :  but  follow  the  exam<& 
pie  of  the  bleffed  virgin,  who  under fiood  not  feveral  of  our  Sa^ 
^io\xx*s  fay iHgs^  yet  $i^  them  all  in  her  heart  f  •  Were  we  on- 
ly to  learn  humility  thus,  it  would  be  enough ;  hut  we  fhall 
come  by  degrees  to  apprehend  far  more  than  we  expefted,  if 
we  diligently  compare  fpiritual  things  with  fpiritual  %  -  dark- 
er expreffions  with  clearer,  that  are  like  or  oppofite  to  them  i. 
for  contraries  illuftrate  one  another.  In  this  laudable  work^ 
the  marginal  references  in  the  latter  editions  of  the  bible  will 
afford  you  mod  ufeful  aiEftance :  for  they  are  very  judicioufly 
chofen.  ^Such  information  alfo  as  you  can  get,  (and  you  may 
get  much  from  feveral  books,)  of  the  nature  of  the  language 
of  each  Teilament,  and  the  hiftory  and  notions  of  the  times^ 
when  each  book  of  it  was  written,  will  be  extremely  profi- 
table :  and  the  feveral  excellent  commentaries  and  paraphrafea 
on  the  whole,  or  particular  pares  of  it,  ftill  more ;  which* there- 
fore it  is  wondei-ful  that  fo  feW  Chriftians  in  proportion,  of 
thofe  who  are  well  able,  will  be  at  the  expence  of  purchafing 
for  themfelves  ;  efpecially  coniidering  how  very  much  greater 
^xpences,  that  will  turn  either  to  no  account  or  a  bad  one, 
they  fo  little  grudge,  that  they  cannot  be  reilrained  from  them. 
But  how  fuccefs fully  foever  we  may  increafe  our  know- 
ledge of  fcripture,  that  alone  is  nothing-  We  muft  not  think 
,  we  have  done  with  a  paffage  as  foon  as  we  have  underftood  itw 
If  iwe  had  underftood  it  inftantly,  our  principal  work  was  to 
ct»me  yet :  and  they  are  flrangeiy  wrong,  who  apply  fo  clofely 
to  ftudy  difficult  places,  that  they  forget  to  make  due  reflections 
on  the  plain.  The  word  of  God  was  written  to  give  us,  not 
merely  a  fpeCulative  apprehenfion,  but  an  experimental  fenfe 
and  fipeling  of  holy  things,  comfortable  or  terrifying,  as  our 
fpiritual  ftate  requires.  /  rejoice  at  thy  word,  as  one  thai  find* 
eth  great  fpoil^  faith  th^e  Pfalmift  J. '  To  this  man  will  I  look^ 
faith  the  Lord^  even  to  him  that  is  poor  and  of  a  contrite  fpirit, 

and 
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and  that  tremhleth  at  my  word  *.     Too  many  alas,  have  no 
conception  of  this  efficacj  in  fcripture:  and  no  wonder,  for 
they  have  never  ferioufly  endeavoured  to  have  any.     But  kit 
them  try  in  eameft,   and  they  will  infallibly  fucCeed,   if  they 
ufe  proper  means*     We  read  of  fome,  what  will  be  true  of  all 
in  the  fame  condition,   thit  th^  word  did  not  profit  thern,   not 
being  mi^ed  with  Jaitb  f,     God  indeed  can  operate  according 
to  his  own  pleafure  :    but  humanly  fpeaMng,   peff6ns  will  not 
be  influenced  by  what  they  disbelieve ;  or  much,  by  what  they 
believe  but  faintly*      Nay,  fhould  they  labour  to  make  the 
ftrongeft  impreffions  on  their  own  foiils,  without  applying  to 
Him,  whofe  gi/t  {sLving/aitb  is  J,  their  eflPorts  would  be  vain; 
But  let  any  one  jointly  flrive  and  pray  for  a  deep  convidion, 
that  the  bible  is  the  appointed  inftrument  of  his  rclfgioos  pto- 
fcciency :   then  let  him  read  it,  not  as  performing  a  talk,  he 
knows  not  why,  from  which  he  had  rather  be  excufed ;    not  tc^ 
outfliine  others  in  readinefs  of  quotation,  or  planfibility  of  in- 
terpreting,  or  oppofitibns  of  fciencefalfely  Jo  tatted  \\    hot  to 
f urniih  himfelf  with  weapons  for  debate  and  controverfy,  much 
lefs  for  uncharitablenefs'and  abufe ;  but  to  amend  his  inward 
itate  towards  God :  that  as  the  eicellfent  collect  in  our  liturgy 
direfts^  hy  the  patience  in  welT  doing  and  comfort  in  virtuous 
fuffering,  wjiich  we  learn  of  his  holy  word,  we  may  embrace  and 
ever  holdfq/l  the  hleffed  hope  of  everlajiing  life  ^.    Let  him  dG« 
cordingly  ftop  on'  fit  occafions,  and  think  :   What  confolatiotis 
doth  this  paflage  adminifter  to  me  ?   What  ackno^j^ledgment^ 
to  heaven  doth  this  declaration  require  from  me  ?   What  fear 
for  myfclf  doth  this  threatening  call  for?  What  duty  doth  thii 
precept  or   pattern  point  out  to  me  ?  of  what  fin  doth  it  con- 
vince me  ?   againft  what  dangers  doth  it  warn  me  ?   Is  my  cha- 
xadter  and  behaviour  fuitable  to  this  command  or  exhortation,' 
this  defcription  or  good  example  ?  or  do  I  fee  myfelf  here,  un- 
der another  name,  reproved,  condemned,  ftigmatiz.ed  ?    Have  I 
acquired   that  fepfe  of  ray   own  finftdnefs  and  wcaknefs,  of 
God's  hollnefs  and  juftice,  of  my  need  of  the  merits  of  Chrift 
and  the  grace  of  the  divine  Spirit,  which  the  whole  tenon  r  of 
fcripture  inculcates :   or  am  I  ftill  inclined  to  ftand  or  fall  by 
my  own  righteoufnefs  ?   Faithful  pains  taken  for  fome  time  in 
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fuch  home  queftions,  without  forcing  unnatural  ufes  out  of 
any  text,  but  only  dwelling  on  thofe  that  fairly  prefent  them- 
felves,  will  make  us  experience  a  divine  virtue  in  the  facred 
writings,  piercing  firft  and  healing  afterwards  ;  which,  provid- 
ed we  are  not  fatisfied  with  being  pioufly  moved  at  the  time, 
and  then  relapfing  into  what  we  were  before,  but  continue  the 
inquiry  fteadily,  and  carry  on  every  feeling  into  praftice,  will 
affuredly  transform  us  into  what  we  ought  to  be.  Poffibly 
indeed  we  may  not  all  receive  a  very  fenfible  benefit  very  foon. 
Alterative  medicines  often  produce  their  eiFeft  but  flowly: 
and  the  moft  perfect  regimen  of  diet  fweetens  and  nouriflies 
by  unperceived  degrees.  We  have  furely  no  title  to  be  impa« 
tient  under  the  hands  of  our  heavenly  phyfician :  perfeft  re- 
covery will  at  length  be  the  certain  confequence  of  his  treat- 
ment of  us :  and  every  fingle  ingredient  in  the  great  remedy, 
his  holy  wc^rd,  ^nd  every  direftion  for  the  ufe  of  it,  will  con- 
tribute its  fliare  to  our  cure.  Let  us  therefore  confcientioufly 
obferve  all  his  orders,  each  in  their  due  place  ;  and  as  the  only 
one,  for  which  there  is  room  left  at  prefent,  let  us  intreat  his 
bleffing  on  our  humble  endeavours,  that  receiving  the  feed  of 
the  word  into  a  good  and  honejl  hearty  we  may  bring  forth 
fruit  with  patience  * ;  ufing  fo'r  that  purpofe  the  petitions  of , 
his  fervant  David,  'Teach  me^  0  Lord^  the  way  of  thy  fla^ 
tutes^  0nd  IJhall  keep  it  unto  the  end.  Give  me  underflanding^ 
and  I  Jhall  keep  thy  law :  yea^  IJhall  keep  it  with  my  whole 
heart.  Make  me  to  go  in  the  path  of  thy  commandments  :  for 
^herein  is  my  defire  f . 

♦  Luke  viii.  i%.  \  Pf.  cxix.  33,  34,  35. 
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